day on Spadra creek as a
of a mineral survey of John-|

county by the ,A.rkansa.s Geo- |
cal Survey which is in charge

Draewgenrmnn,mg’em‘

logist, and Robert C. Beckstrom,

. mm 'supervisor of the mingral sur-|

e Ftack
. In many places,

» made to determine the depth

wamtlwhichdonol
appear on rface. Sub-surface

: a: being made of ||
some of the districts where clay is

the ehm.‘mmal “resource.

- Maps are made of each township{
covered, showing developments and|
detailed information for fu-

ture dewlopment ~and hnprovemeut‘

of any ‘area showing promise.

mmnowm
wmmakei‘tpoulhhwithﬁp.

Cla.rksﬁille, Aik., Dec. 17.-(Spe-
cial)-A revived interest in an iron
ore vein near the Summerland

| community, 18 miles northeast of

here, said to have an assay of 56

|per cent pure iron, has brought
| to light the story of an attempt
|to mine the ore more than 40

years ago.
A Works Progress administra-

| tion state mineral survey crew di-
| rected by Joe T. Meek, county su-
|pervisor of the survey project,

| came upon the abandoned work-
| ings while the outcroppings of the
| vein were being examined. Meek
1 has had samples of the ore tested
|and the analyses bear out the
| claims for the high iron content,

he said.
Among those who remember the

| old mine is J. W. Lewis of Clarks-

ville who was employed by the

prosrus‘uéi:

| man who dug the shaft. The mine

was begun in 1893 by J. J. Cald-
well, who died in Lamar about 15
years ago, Lewis said.

Caldwell owned a sawmill and
employed Lewis to run it. The mine
was started, Lewis said, as a means
of keeping the mill crew together.

| The country was sparsely settled

and it was difficult to round up a
crew so Caldwell, who had always
had an interest in the outcrop-
pings of the vein, decided to em-
ploy his hands in digging a shaft
during the time there were no or-
ders for lumber, Lewis recalled.
The vein was struck after the
| diggers had gone about 40 feet,

analyzed and found that it was
extremely rich in iron.

A hand-operated winch was
rigged up and several tons ‘of ore
were taken from the diggings,}
Lewis said. A large quantity offf
ore still may be found around thel
top of the shaft.

Caldwell never attempted to
market the ore after he found that
the cost of transporting it by ox-{
wagon to the nearest railroad

shipping point ten miles away was |

prohibitive, Lewis said.

Cave-ins have partly filled up
the old mine and Meek’s crew is
now engaged in cleaning out the
debris.

About 30 yea,rs after Caldwell
dug the shaft, the late G. O. Pat-
terson of Clarksville, who was ref-
eree in bankruptcy for the Fort
Smith federal court district at the
time of his death last January,
became interested in the ore of the
Summerland vicinity.

A file of letters, written by Pat-
terson to smelters, chemists and
railroads, is in possession of his
sons, G. O. Patterson Jr., and Ed-
ward Patterson.

The letters date from 1925 and
continue through 1931. Among
them is an analysis of the ore
which rates the iron content the
same as found in a more recent
analysis.

The letters also include several
offers to buy the ore. The last
one is from'a railroad company
which states that no special ship-
ment rate for ore was offered in

m various counties to test
s and choloride content
rings. This informa-

Eewls said. Caldwell had the ore|this area at that time.

e wﬁl“ge ’p iled in b etin
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as begun in 1893 by J. J. Cald-
well, who died in Lamar about 15
years ago, Lew:ll said.
 Caldwell owned a sawmm and
employed Lewis to run it. The mine
‘was started, Lewis said, as a means
of keeping the mill crew together.
The country was sparsely settled
anditwud!ﬂ!emt to round up a

d|crew, so Caldwell, who had always
r| had an interest in the outcroppings
| of the vein, decided to employ his

hands in digging a shaft when there

.| were no qrdat:; for Iumber Lewis
> isam. A g

 The vein was struck aﬂ:er the
diggers had gone about 40 feet,
Lewis recalled. Caldwell had the
ore analyzed and found that it was
extremely rich in iron.

SR hand-éperated wtmch was rig-

r attempted to mar-

ket the ore after he found that
the cost of transporting it by ox-|
wagon to the nearest railroad sh‘ip-

ping point 10 miles away was pro-
hibitive, Lewis said.

Cave-ins have partly filled up
the old mine and Meek’s crew is at
present engaged in cleaning out
the debris.

after Caldwell dug

late G. O. Patterson

January, became in-
terested in ore of the Summer-

land vicinity.

A fﬂe of leme!s wﬂtteu»hy
jterson to smelters, «

railroads is in the possemon b}ll
sons, G. O. Patterson .Ir., &ml Eé—
ward Patterson.
The letters date from 1925 s.nd
continue through 1931. Among tham
is an analysis of the ore which
rates the iron content the same as
found in more recent analysis.

The letters include several offers
to buy the ore. The last one u]
from a railroad company which
states that no special shipment rqte'-‘
for ore was atrered in thia area atl
that time.

The mineral survey ‘here' is spon-r

isored by the \,Johnsm Gomty Pm-

gressive club and its by
are in the Progressive club offices
in the Ragon building. ; |
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