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_ Camden, Jan. 5.—0O. F. Suggs of Li .
Rock, supervisor - for the stg,ge min::rtri' !

., opened headquarters for the

ita. county project here today.

n Ouachita county residents will
employed - under direction of Dr,

: g:or C. Branner, state geologist, with
| Rober} C. Beckstrom, in charge. R. E.|
;s ; 1 r:f, éieﬁi eyg‘inieet;, will be in
| will stst Monda.y‘:’? ations here.

Work

\
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' On February 1st thee WPA Mineral
~Survey began work in Ouachita coun-
ty with O. F. Suges as county super-
_gigor of the project. This statewide

 survey is being conducted in those
pounties %known to contain valuable
~mminerals and is sponsored by the state
' _@eological Survey. The work was
_started in 1938 and eight counties have

feen completed.

Of the 733 square miles of Ouachita
_ounty’s area, 455 square miles will be

- _covered by the Survey and will be con-

£ined to approximately 14 townships in
the northern part of the county. The
_seventeen men employed for this work
-were selected from certified registrants
~of the WPA in Ouachita county. "
Work was started in the northeast-

| ,ern corner of the county near Bearden.
. “Under thee direction of Mr. Suggs

. .4hese workers walk over the area to be
.surveyed section by section, making
.mote of all outeropping minerals and
m;amplestobesentmthewb-
_pratory in Liftle Rock where their val-

~_me and use will be determined. -

#Phe field sheets of the workers con-
~#ain a record of the location and ex-
gent of all deposits mapped, of the
_gurface and ground waters, the elec-
- 4rie power transmission lines, ithe gas
e fnﬂ lines, railroads, highways,
“#ridges, dams and other cultural 'fea-
+ tores. This information will be used
~ 4n making corrections on county maps

mow in mse. b

| fThe work of this Mineral Survey is

. mot confined to prospecting for min-

 eral deposits. Much valuable work is

~also done by the inspection of deposits

- already known. If, in the past, a cer-

 gain deposit has been mined or quarried

. #he Survey determines the extent and

~ quality of remaining material and

' makes an accurate record of its loca-
tion and accessibility.

{1% “l‘he,pﬂncipg,‘l minerals of Ouachita
comnty are clay and lignite. Near
Lester, in the center of the county is
@ deposit of high grade fire clay suit-
able for the manufacture of fire brick.

~ Kaolin is known to exist in large quan-
gities in some sections of the county;
the Ouachita river valley is rich in
feposits of pottery clay.

Lignite or “brown coal” is a min-
~ eral fu

_#ard as bituminous coal. When first

_daken from the earth it is soft, easily
~ent and ! es clay. When dried

~ -mnd rvetorted ty'yiehds"a gas of hi

~sandle power.

- wns In the magufactute) gt briquc.

harder than peat but not so

When powdered it s|

Lignite from the Ouachita field north-{
west of Camden in distilling tests, |
show that it contains an average of
about twenty-five gallons of oil from|
a ton of lignite. Because of the large
supply of oil, gas and coal in Arkan-
sas, this fuel has never been ‘utilized,
except locally and in a small way. The
largest known field in the state is in
Otiachita county, morth of Camden, |
where it covers more than 60 square ‘
miles ; the beds have a maximum thick
ness of G feet. '

When the extent of these and other
minerals have been ascertained, map-
ped and described by the Survey, this
information, combined with the report |
of the analysis of samples from thet
laboratory tests will be sent by the}
state Geological Survey to those who ‘
make inquiry concerning the mineral
deposits of Ouachita county.

Mr. Suggs is meceivimg valued coope-
ration from the citizens of the county, |

| who show much 'interest in the work

as the survey progresses. County
Judge England Pluckett has furnished
the project workers with a truck and
the oil and gasoline mecessary for
transporting them to and from loca-
tion. It was also due to the efforts
of Judge Pluckett (that ‘sufficient
money was donated to insure the in-
stallation of a ground water testing
station in Ouachita county. The Cam-
den Chamber of Commerce, through
Secretary W. C. McClure has proyided
offices and mnecessary equipment for
the use of Mr. Suggs and his co-work-
ers of the project. l
_Judge Pluckett and Mr. McClure have |
asked Mr. Suggs to furnish their res-|
pective offices with samples of the
minerals of the county and all avail-
able information pertaining ‘to their
present and ‘potenti»al use and develop-

{ment. Newspapers .of the county arei

wholeheartedly cooperating for the ad-
vancement of the work of the survey.
The state offices of the Mineral Sur-
vey are at 117 N. Victory street, Lit-
tle Rock. Robert C. Beckstrom is the
state supervisor and R. B. Vandruff
is the technical supervisor of the state
Mineral Survey. ‘
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