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The mineral survey of Sear-
cy county is somewhat over
half completed. To date we
have detailed information on
more than 25 zinc mines in the
St. Joe and Tomahawk dis-
tricts. This information in-
cludes cross sections of rock
formations in which the mines
are located as well as sam-
ples that are to be analyzed by
the Arkansas Geological Sur-
vey laboratory. Numerous out-
crops of zinc that merits con-
siderable prospecting have
been located, mapped and sam-
pled. These mines and out-
crops should receive consider-
able attention at a future date.
Another mineral that should
be of interest to Searcy county
farmers, if not of commercial
importance, is the phosphate
rock. Aside from the possible
use of this phosphate in
the manufacture of acid
phosphate, it may be used
advantageously in the raw
state. This rock does not con-
tain any soluble phosphate but
if crushed and mixed with the
soil it slowly changes to acid
phosphate through the chemi-
cal action o f percolating
ground waters and organic
acids of the soil. This crushed
material has an advantage
over commercial acid phos-
phates in that the benefits last

'er, personnel director, and Geo.
“Branfer, state geologist. A two
{weeks school was conducted and
‘persons with the highest grades
| were gelected,

Survey For Minerals
Is Now in Progress
Co* 3=

Will Erect Adequate

Laboratory to Testand
Analyze State Min’erals

Information was received

phosphate is much more slow-
ly than the commercial ferti-
lizers.

Considerable amounts of the
phosphate rock have been
found in the northern part of
this county in Section 18,
Township 16 North, Range 17
West; Sections 5, 8, 11, 14,
Township 15 North, Range 16
West;Sections 31, 32, in Town-
ship - 16 North, Range 16
West. Many other lesser de-
posits have been sampled in’
various sections north of Buf-
falo river. Several sections
south of the river have phos-
phate outcrops that might be
further developed.

The possibilities of the lime-
stone and ‘““black marble” are|
too numerous to mention. The
limestones range up to .98%
caleium carbonate content.The
limestones should prove an
economical mineral fertilizer
for local uses and with im-
proved roads and methods of
transportation, may at a later
date prove of a commercial
value.

Other minerals that have
been sampled that are of no
commercial importance at the
present time, but add to the
mineral possibilities of Searcy
county are iron ore, manga-
nese, and iron sulphide (iron
pyrites). The latter is a source
of sulphuric acid. Several
rather extensive beds of py-
rites have been mapped.

We are working at the pres-
ent time on the copper pros-
pects, and we hope at a later
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A state-wide mineral survey
to be made by the Works Prog-
ress Administration through
sponsorship by the Arkansas
Geological Survey was started
in 31 counties Tuesday, Floyd
Sharp, state WPA administra-
tor, has announced:

The purpose of the project is
to ‘““locate, measure, estimate,
describe, test and map the ac-
cessible resources of the state,
such as construction materials,
minerals and water tables for
use
adaptability
‘use.”

A total of 450 workers will

for

in determining their|
economic | -

be employed in the 31 coun-
ties. The work will be extend-
ed to include 55 counties later,
Mr. Sharp said. Total employ-
ment in° all counties will be
600 with approximately 15
workers to each county.

Lester Hall has been select-
led as supervisor

supervisors.

for Searcy!
~county. Mr. Hall recently at-
tended a two-weeks’ school for

'October 11 from Washington
'stating that a project for the
‘construction of a laboratory to
'test and analyze state minerals
has been approved by the
President. The project is spon-
'sored by the Arkansas Geolog-
|ical Survey with a much-need-
ed laboratory to analyze the
samples now collected, map-
ped, and classified by the State
Mineral Survey. Several thous-
'and samples from sections of
the state are now on hand to
be tested or analyzed.

The State Mineral Survey is
now active in 37 counties, cov-
ering 37,000 square miles, and
employing about 700 people.
Searcy county is included in
this mineral survey.
Including Lester Hall, super-
visor of the project, and Miss
Modean Bohannon, bookkeep-
er and typist, there are 15 per-
sons working on the mineral
survey in Searcy county, bring-
ing in a monthly payroll of
$750. The project in this coun-
ty has been underway for
some time and Mr. Hall stated
this week that the survey was
759% completed.

The object of the survey is to
locate, map, estimate, sample
and describe each section of

many places, more holes are
made to determine the depth
and extent of deposits which
do not appear on the surface.
Sub-surface cross-sections are
being made of some of the dis- |
tricts where clay is the chief
natural resource.

Maps are made of each town-
ship covered, showing the cul-
tural development which, with
mineral and water maps, gives
detailed information for fu-
ture devolopment and improve-
ment of any area showing
promise.

Plans are now in progress
which will make it possible
within a few days for the var-
ious counties to test the hard-
ness and chlorides of water
wells and springs. This infor-
mation will be compiled in bul-|
letin form and maps will be'

'land to determine the surface
indications of minerals. In

made showing the results of
this survey.

may be of interest in furthelé
developing the copper mines. F
Aside from the mineral pros-
pecting, we have found a num-
ber of fossils that should be of
interest to the students of ge-
ology as these fossils provide
the only way for determining
former plant and animal life
that existed in other geologi-
cal ages. ‘
Our survey wishes to take
this opportunity to thank the
people of Searcy county fo1
the courtesy and cooperatior
shown our field men. ’
LESTER HALL,
County Supervisor.
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