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Anothe;' opportunity to develop
Arkansas's rich mineral resources
was claimed by outside interests
yesterday. !
A national lead company,
manufacturer. of paint products,
bought 260 acres covering barite
deposits north of Malvern, Hot
Spring county. The reported price
was $15,000. !

Beneath 40 of the acres lies an

ing mud and-chemicals. :
Previous Delay Recalled.

States near Benton.

cal Sufrvt;y re}/)ealed that Dr. Bran-
3 7 : ner’s father, Dr. John C. Br
fegtlmated.l,OQG,MZ tons of barite, | announced "the identificaa,ti:)a'ril neorf
rom which lithopone, a white | bauxite in Pulaski and Saline coun-
paint pigment, is made. The latest ties in 1891. Although the elder
available market qu(‘)tat‘ion was | geologist told the world, through
$3.43 a ton. The remainding acre- pamphlets, of the presence of the
age, which has not been cored, | valuable mineral, no one took the
malmjy cover other deposits. announcement . seriously until 1899,
o _Geo_rge C. Branner, state Several ineffectual efforts were
geologist, identified the barite - in made to capitalize on the ore from
1932. Several trees. were. blown | which aluminum is processed. In
dovg'n in a heavy wind storm and|1896 a small - operation produced
their roots revealed the mineral’s | about 40 tons in Saline
presence. He made tests on four | year later, E. Metznauer attempted
llc)l-atchre (tiractg t;xe;a.rby lz;nd estimat- { to process aluminum salts at Ma-
e e deposits less than 100 feet| belvale bu ’ id ‘n
deep to be 1,096,942 tons. | prosper. ; ‘t‘he SR HOt‘
First Interest Last Week. Mellon Unit Operates in 1899, |

The geologist published a report| In 1899 the Pit ol
of his findings the same year, de- e Pittsburgh Reduction

his 1 Company, a Mellon com -
'scrl_bmg the high quality of the gan de\yelopment of 'basg;g' 32-4
ba;‘xte and_.the commercial possi- | posits near Bryant. The present|
bihties_ of its production. Hundreds production company was the result1
of cdp}es were distributed but no| of that beginning.
one displayed interest until last “That’s the'history of the state’s
company cglled_ at Dr. Branner’s | natural resources,” said Dr. George
of‘f‘ncg and inquired: C. Branner. “The great aluminum
“;’s" there any barite in Arkan- deposits were discovered and an-
2 nounced ei ¢
Dr. Branner brought out a copy i Eoed

: ‘ 0 were bought and developed. Yet
of his boqklet, wugten_ seven years | since 1899, more than $p50,000 0%6
ago. He directed his visitor to Hot worth of aluminum has heen l;ro-
Spring county, The purchase of duced from those mines that were

land resulted. ,; anyone’s for the taking.”

Barite Will Barium Plant
Be Processed ToBeReady
At Texarkana Junel

3-10-40 Gazette 51.12-,40

The Nat Special to the Gazette.
vinlh w:i::;ml Leafi Company of New| ~yalvern, May 11.—The manager of
r] recently bought a rich,|the Magnet Cove Barium Corporation |
unfotiched deposit of barite near Mal-| has notified the Malvern Chamber of |
vern, will process the mineral at Tex-: Commerce that he hoped to have the]
ahkan: a ;xrst }Imit 011' the r_efin:kr‘y in oper';tion
ear June 1, runnin ree ei -
The company, discovering a seven- shifts. The mine w;gll st:rt.eldgrl:etratci):;

The barite deposits of Hot Spring
~ county were exploited following
publication of a book, “Barite De-
‘posits in Hot Spring County, Ar-
kansas,” written by Bryan Parks
and Dr. George C. Branner, state
geologist, in 1932. The book has
‘been referred to as the

1900 when a well was being dug on
the Casey homestead near Magnet

Cove. When the well was cleaned

- Lithopone is utilized in the maﬁ- out in 1911, John Inglis, then county
ufacture of paints, patented drill- surveyor, submitted samples of the

jore to Joe Kimzey, now state sena-
'tor. Mr. Kimzey found more barite

The discovery and 1ong.de1ayedlstickin.g to the roots of trees blown
deVGifpment of barite deposits down in 1915.
paralleled the history of t ich-
s e L SRR I ATthough barité i found In other

Unique Deposit In America.

' sections, the particular type of the

Records of the Arkansas Geologi- °r¢ being produced by the Magnet

Cove corporation is said to be sim-
ilar only to a barite ore found in
Austria.

“The Agricultural and Industrial
Commission is pleased to have com-

panies like the Magnet Cove Cor- |

oration established in Arkansas,”
r. Reed said yesterday, “Plants

of this type are especially valuable |

since they take Arkansas raw ma-
terials and manufacture them into
finished products. The state thus
receéived not only the value of the
raw materials, but also the value
jadded by manufacture. Arkansas
people get jobs processing Arkansas
| raw materials.”

Barium Company

To Expand Plant
ﬁ?%ﬁ& taé:')ve g’a%:x;f :).1%0(-)

ration, which already operates the!
largest barite flotation plant in the|
world at ‘Malvern, is :planning to|
expand and increase production, it
was revealed yesterday by the State
Agricultural and Industrial Commis-
sion, .

- The industry is a new one estab-
hshqd in Arkansas during 1940, Op-
erations were started last June. The
glant represents an investment of
125,000, employs 45 men and has a
daily output of 65_tons.

The .slime flotation process of non-
metallic minerals is the only one in
use in the United States and was
ideveloped by L. R. Harrison, general |
manager of the plant.

| . Barite now being produced is used

in 'deep well drilling, principally oil

wells, and about 50 per cent of the

plant output is now exported to
inindad and to several South
merican countries.

The new equipment to be installed,
probably: this week, will increase
production somewhat and will give a
hxgber grade product. Production of
a_higher grade barite will enable the
company to sell to paint, glass and
rubber manufacturers. 1

Information on barite deposits in]
Hot Spring and surrounding coun-
ties, which led to development of the!
present plant, was furnished after

year-old report by the Arkansas Geo- in full swing, employing eight trucks | exploration of the area by the state

logical Survey which identified the 0 ;Epplyﬂtlhedore to the refinery.
barite in huge quantities, bought 260 fo RO ey, w8

r Malvern. ' :
acres in Hot Spring county last week. ;

The loeation and value of the property B A R IUM

were ‘described in a report writien in

1932 by Dr. George C. ~Branner, state
geologist,

The deposit is situated eight miles 7T RTTY 7 ‘
north of Malvern and four miles EXPAND TO
northeast of Butterfield. The min- — .
eral is used as a white paint pigment
an.d in the manufacture of patented
drxl}ing mud for oil wells. The de-
posit beneath 40 acres of the tract
Wwas reported by Dr.Branner to contain
1,096,000 tons valued at about $3.50
to $4 a ton. The remainder of the
property has not been tested.

Use Plant at Texarkana.

The company has obtained tentative

possession of a plant at Texarkana

INCREASED
ORDERS

Already the largest barite flota-

t geology department,

f

Barite Mined

PLANT TO fln Arkansas

emocrat l=5= ;L
Malvern—This city, the birfiiplace

'l’ra’vel&s Far

of the Arkansas Power and Light

MEE] ‘\Company, is the home of the first

and only barium plant in the state,
and the sixth in this section of the
country. The plant is electrically
equipped, the equipment having

| been recently installed.

The other plants are located, one |
in Georgia, two in Tennessee, two in
Missouri.

~The Magnet Cove Barium Com-

“Barite |

T AF TER LON G DE L A Y"Bi’?‘}fé" opostt Aeah Aisvertd
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formerly operated by the George
Metham Paint Company andg thse:
Southern Acid and Sulphur Company,
it was said. Plans for production in-
clude trucking the mineral from the
mi.nes to Malvern and shipping by
rail to Texarkana.

It was learned that the Melwhite
Company of Houston, Tex., obtained
acreage in the same territory several
months ago and trucked several car-
loads of the mineral to Hot Springs
where it was washed and ground be-'
fore being shipped to Houston. This

com v has shipped no barite since
e

n
Deceinbe

tion plant in the world and only
user of the slime flotation process |
of non-metallic minerals in the Unit- |
ed States, the Magnet Cove Barium
Corporation’s plant at Malvern will
be expanded soon to care for new
orders, E. Smith Reed, industrial
engineer for the Arkansas Indus- |
trial and Agricultural Commission, |
reported he had been informed by
company officials yesterday.

The operations were tsarted in

une, 1940, with an initial invest-
ment of $125,000. The plant now
employs 45 men and has an output
of 65 tons a day. H. B. Brown
is superintendent.

The flotation process being used
was developed and patented by L.
R. Harrison, general manager of the
plant. The barite now being pro-
duced is used in deep well drilling |
operations. About 50 per cent of
the plant’'s output is exported to
Trinidad and other points in the
West Indies and to several South |
American countries. e

Higher Grade Product Planned.

New equipment will be installed
next week which will increase pro-
duction  and give a higher grade

roduct, company officials said."

he production of a high grade ba-
rite will enable the company to
sell to paint, gl - rubber man-
ufacturers. i

pany plant, laboratory and office
are located on Main street, one block
north of the business district, on the
Rock Island railroad.

It represents an investment of
$125,000, and. building of thé plant
was sterted in June, 1940, with Har-
ry B. Brown, native of Tennessee,
as executive vice president, and L.
R. Harrison jr., native of Florida, as
manager, :

Barite' is a silver-white metallic
substance, a little harder than lead.
It is processed into a finely-ground,
gray powder.

The raw material is mined at
Magnet, Hot Spring . county, nine
miles north of Malvern, and hauled
to the plant, where it is ground up,
mixed with chemicals, and the barite
comes to the top in foam and runs
over the side. ¥
~ This foam is put through a drying
kiln and finally is’ thickened, pul-
verized and sacked.

Serves Many Purposes.

Barite is used for many purposes,
‘among them in paint, in -pottery to
‘keep bubbles out of the clay, to
soften water, in teeth fillings, and
in oil-drilling mud. Liive
| ' The use in paint is much the larg-
er one, this market having taken
more

arite

[ half of the production is exported
“to Trinidad and other points in the

West Indies, and to several South
! American countries. el
| * The Froth flotation process, which |
./is employed in preparing the mm-[
| eral, was developed and patented by |
| Mr, Harrison, the general manager
of the plant. s
| The barite is shipped in 100-pound
kraft paper bags, made at the Cam- |
| den, Arkansas, paper mill. - About |
| 65 tons are turned out daily, and
| the plant employs 50 local people.
Discovered in 1911.

The barite deposit of Hot Spring
| county was discovered in 1911, when
a well on the Casey homestead, near
Magnet Cove, was cleaned out. John
i Inglis, now of‘Butterfield, then coun-
|ty surveyor, submitted samples of
|| the ore to Joe W. Kimzey of Mag-
I net, now state senator. Mr. Kim-
| zey found more barite sticking -to

roots of trees blown down in 1915,

While barite is found in other sec~

tions, the particular type of ore at

Magnet Cove is said to be similar
only to a barite ore found in Aus-
Il tria.

Another industrial development is
under way in the Magnet Cove bar-
| ite field. A big paint company is
| putting in a plant near Butterfield,
| and operations on an extensive scale
I are predicted. 5 :
|l - Barite is used in making lumi-
jinous paints, as well as a “perma-
| nent white” paint.

' $225,000
Barium Plant
Established

2=6~41

Special to the Gazette. ¢

Pine Bluff, Feb. 5.—Establish-
ment of a $225,000 barite plant in
the Magnet Cove area of Hot Spring
county by the Baroid Sales Division
of the National Lead Company was
announced today when the Arkan-
sas Powe rand Light Company con-
firmed reports it was building a 13,-
000-volt transmission line from
Malvern to serve the new industry.

Barite is used as a mixer with
mud in oil field drilling operations,
(as a deoxidizing agent for the cera-
{mic industry, and as an ingredient
in manufacture of paint, glass, rub-
ber and other materials. The Hot
Spring county deposits were discov-
ered in 1900.

The plant is being constructed of
concrete and steel and will be air
conditioned.

;  The Magnet Cove Barium Corpo-

{ ration, which operates a barite
plant in Malvern, is preparing to
double capacity of its plant. The
Malvern plant, which started opera-
tions last June with an initial in-
vestment of $125,000, employs about
45 men and has an output of 65 tons
daily.

I Tatanium Plants Expected.

It also was reported today that
a titanium plant, practically is as-
sured for Magnet Cove. Titanium
is used in producing steel, and is
mixed with chemicals to make
smoke screens.
volving separation of the titanium
ore by blowers, is planned for this
plant. s

Many Expansions for Defense.

Kenneth Johnson, industrial sales
engineer for the Arkansas Power
and Light Company, said that many
Arkansas industrial plants have in-
creased production to handle de-
fense orders.

“In the last two months we have
contracted to supply an additional
61,000,000 kilowatt hours per year
to new industries and industries
that are expanding operations,” he
said. “Because o four large inter
connected system, we were able to
contract for this amount of power.
The increased supply will provide
'for expanded operations in saw-
imills, woodworking plants, textile

A new process in-|

daily.

to eight cars daily.
The Magnet Cove company con-

The National Lead Com- |barite deposit contains
pany will complete a $150,000 plant eign matter and is not
in the same area near Malvern April pure as the barite of 1}
15 and is expected to produce six | ficials said. -

to

A ear to Market.
3 'rhe. vastness of the M
tended that rates on crude barium (deposit and the

ore or barite in carload lots intra- |Shipping facilities explain the
state ($4.50 a ton) are “unjust and |ent large scale exploitatio

unduly discriminatory.”

Barite is used in manufacturing | fields of Texas and Okla

_high grade glass. It eliminates bub- |Missouri or other
Corporation Commissioner | Where barite is sent.

bles.
Joe W. Kimsey of Magnet said it
also is used to control gas and wa-
ter pressure in oil wells and in the
manufacture of paints.

used at the mines in “
operations,” which expose

A large Diesel power

Mr. Kimzey said the hearing will blasting. A fleet of tru cks

be an important one for the barite“t to the mill & Ralf mile &y

mining area because of the pro-
posed ' development program. He
said the Malvern district holds the

the world.

New Baroid ity
formed covering almost
ew |The dirt also was used
the road to the mill, in
ground around the mill
also at the : racks
plant. It is a dirt with some
stance almost akin to cement g
and packs easily. :

Plant Asks

emption
e%.:gclr%% 7 - 11-41

mption from state taxes as a
‘ne?vxeingustry under a 1939 tax ex-
emption measure has be_er'g’ asked for
the new $250,000 “baroid” plant of
the National Lead Company near
Butterfield, Hot Spring County.

E. Smith Reed, engineer of the
Agricultural and ;
mission, has completed aRr inspec-
tion of the property and w‘l’ll make
his report to the next meeting of the
commission.

The recently completed plant pro-
cesses barytes or heavy spar. T'he
,product is widely used in ‘oil weli
drilling being known as ‘oil well
'mud.”

| Ore Rates Reopened.
Gazette—33=20=41

Reopening a case involving car-
load rates on crude barite ore ship- |
' ped by the Magnet Cove Barium
| Corporation, Malvern, to eight
| states, the Interstate Commerce
| Commission has set a “short pro-
| cedure” rehearing in which deposi-
tions will be used.

T. E. Wood, Arkansas Corpora-
tion Commission rate chief, who
participated in arguments before
the 1. C. C. at ashington last
week, said the state commission
objected to rates recommended by |

hearing in Little Rock. The exam-|
iner recommended 20 per cent of
the first class rate in this tepritory.
The Missouri rate is approximately
! 13 per cent of first class. : 1
4 The I. C. C. action was regarded
as favorable to Arkansas, The ex-
aminer will hear no additional tes-|
timony. & 1

$160,000
" BARITE
PROCESSIN
PLANT IN
OPERATION
~ SOON

Special to the Gazet;e. 11-2 5"41
Hot Springs, Nov. 22. — The

plant for processing barite, located
in the Magnet Cove area, betweeni
Hot Springs and Malvern, will be |
ready ‘for full operation before the
end of the month. Work was start- |
ed on it several months ago, fol-

showed exceptionally large deposits

| plants and other stable industries.
'The new army camp at Little Rock

{of barite. The plant, however, is

thrift and economy by
most extensive deposits of barite in ',t,?:nf;oﬁ?f:l?ﬁ,nﬁgggfrﬁﬂp ;

 erations was used in co:

the barite -at the mill :
crushing, gravity concentratio:
jigs and tables, fine grinding,
tation,
loading. ‘

Industrial Com- | jn the handling of all waste ma
terials, which with solutions ob-
tained in the processing, are sent
to an earthwork reclaim dam,
which was const
a;nall ravine directly below the mi;
site. i

important part. :
Case Inv‘olviri; Crude Barite! sent to the mill for reuse, th:

|stream pollution is obtained,

an I. C. C. examiner who held a|s

state’s newest industry, a $160,000

lowing surveys by geologists, which L
1\

than 60 per cent of all the
d“‘ig over the goﬂo&

and the cinnabar operations were | under the supervision of the Baroid |
|

also a part of this new load. The gales division of the National Lead
fact that we were able to guaran- A tanads
tee this amount of power imme- DAnY. E ‘
diately is a pretty good indication Magnet Cove nestles in the lap of
that there is no power shortage in mountains and' hills, and the barite
our territory. We are working with mine is two miles east of t_he little
several other. industries that are settlement. The mill, office and
planning to locate in the state. other units are located on top of |
New Line to Serve Stone Plant. the largest ridge. A good dirt road j
The new transmission line will ex- has been built to the mill. At But-
tend from the Malvern substation terfield, on the Chlcago, Rock Is-
through Butterfield to the new  land and Pacific tracks, the second
barite plant. It will serve a large important adjunct to,the mill is
rock crushing plant at Butterfield. located. It consists of storage,

Barium Industry Asks Lower packing and loading facilities for
s

- hipment. : :
Fxl:eJ_lEht Rﬂte,f-ﬁ . Several years ago the Magnet

CazetEe—=3=20-4 'Cove barite deposit attracted na- |
An Important new industry will|tion-wide attention. Scientists and
open a fight to obtain freight rate!geologists from all sections of the
reductions .on all Arkansas rail- country went there to inspect the
roads at a’ joint Arkansas Corpora- deposit. An official of the National
tion Commission and Interstate‘L,ead’compmy-:uid that there was
Commerce Commission hearing at enough ‘barite in sight to last 10

rporation, which is préducing M “terrain
mm carloads of barite ore}: ) Its,”

One can get a real

et

supply dam, the la
BEveR: ;2

si
‘Butterfield
There are six steps

dewatering, 'drying_‘ 3
Thrift and saving again are

sted across

The reclaim water dam plays
Clarified water

léssening the amount of fresh
needed; complete eliminati

a large storage section is
for low-grade waste mater
which some day may have val
Officials pointed out that the
mill design permits utilizatio
the entire run-of-mine, enabling
recovery of commercial values in
the low grade ores, which otherwise
may be discarded as waste.
The Baroid division also has
Butterfield a 3,000-ton storage
and a packing plant, which
the most modern dust co
system. .| . AR St
“This serves two purposes,” said
H. A. Neustaedtler, who came fro:
St. Louis as general manage
new enterprise. “We safeguard
health of our employes and at tl
same time minimize loss of a v
uable product.” !
During construction of the plant
and its- various units, more
40 men were employed, and
the mill is in full operation
50 to 60 will be employed. S}
-and dressing rooms are prot
for the miners, . = s s
The Baroid Sales Division is
the charge of George Ratcliffe,
Angeles. . ’
Used Widely in Oil Production.
The product when shipped
known as baroid and is used |
weighting - material for se
oil well drilling operations.
cause of its weight, it of
vents an oil well from
itself in prematurely.
O. J. Benston is superinte:
and chemist. He stays busy w
his test tubes. Asked if he is
Ithe track .of something in
he smiled and replied,
'nothing so interesting as 1
Other members of the
clude Harold Schroeder, e
and electrician; Henry Dy
struction foreman, and Edward
Murry, clerk and bookkeeper.

Magnet COVe
Barite Plant

Product, For Us
In Oil Fields, Soon

ahpdiaBrosezet.,

near Magnet Cove for the
ing of barite is nearing cor
and is expected to be re:
operation before Decem
ficials announced yesterd:
The new industry was s
eral months ago after
working in this vicinity
ceptionally large, bu
grade, deposit of barite
east of Magnet Cove.
The mill, which will
under the supervision
sales division of the

e ) y : - Company, is lo
the Hotel Marion at 10 a. m. today. years, even if the company mined g
It is the Magnet Cove Barium 500 tons daily. SBR[l ko P
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