Committee Will Meet Today

to Take Action Against
~ State Contract. Ji

i ] - 0%5'17. ‘?

| A committee, representing a score of
chapters of the United Daughters of
' the Confederacy, will meet today at the
‘home of Mrs. R. J. Lea, state chairman
of the U. D. C. Committee on Relief
‘and Entertainment of residents at the
| Confederate Home, to plan the organi-
zation’s campaign to obtain cancella-
tion of a contract whereby bauxite
mining rights on the Confederate Home
property has been leased to the Pulaski
Mining Company for a period of 10
years.

Mrs. Lea said the committee will dis- |
cuss employment of an attorney to in- |
‘stitute injunction proceedings against
David A. Gates, state revenue commis-
sioner, who executed the lease under
guthority of an act of 1929, with the
approval of Governor Parnell, Attorney
General Hal L. Norwood and G. C.
' Branner, state geologist.

The U. D. C. will attempt to restrain

of the committee, but added that she
|accepted in “good fajth” his explana- |

LBASE POR BAUXITE| BB EnEg 2

tion that his completed statement
would not have been What an appar-
ent majority of the delegation under-
stood it to be. . ; ] |

Several other members of the dele-
gation declined to discuss the matter
beyond saying they believed it was “an
unfortunate and unforseen” incident
which, they said, is closed as far as |
they are concerned. Py i

The delegation, composed of 30 or
40 members of the four U..D. C. chap-
ters in Little Rock and North Little
Rock, went to the governor’s office to
present a resolution adopted Tuesday
protesting against the contract exe-
cuted last Saturday wheréby the state
revenue commissioner leased bauxite
mining rights to the property to the
Pulaski Mining Company for 10 years,
with a minimum of 10,000 tons of ore
to be removed annually and with a min-
imum royalty of $10,000 to be paid to
the state.

Arguments Presented.

Mrs. Lea, explained the U. D. C's
contention that the property was do-
nated to the state for use as a Con-
federate Home under conditions which
would preclude its use for any other
purpose, as long as it is needed as a

the state officials and the mining com- |
pany from performing any act to car-
ry out terms of the lease’ contract un-
'til after the next legislature decides
| whether 1t shall be the state’s policy
'to lease mineral rights to property oc-
‘eupied by state institutions, Mrs. Lea
| said.

‘Warren U.D.C. Protests Leasing
Of Confederate Home Property.

Special to the Gazetie.

Warren, Jan. 20.—The Benjamin F.
Sweeney chapter of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy of Warren, at
a special meeting ldst night, adopted

olution opposing lease of mineral
m to the Confederate Home prop-
erty about three miles southeast of
Little Rock.

Members of the chapter declared that
the property had been donated to the
state for the sole purpose of furnish-
ing a home for Confederate veterans
and their widows, and that it.should
not be used for any other purpose as
long as it is needed for the original
one. A letter of protest is being mall-
ed Governor Parmell today.

home for Confederate veterans. ‘
Other members of the delegation who
presented the organization’s viewpoiat|
in brief statements were: Mrs. S. P.
Davis, president of Memorial chapter;
Mrs. R. C. Rudisill, a member of the
organization’s State Committee; Mrs
J. D. Simpson and Mrs. Lela Gatewood.
The U. D. C. representatives protest-
ed against the lease ?n the ground
that mining operations’near the home
would disturb the aged men and wom-
en and would be a menace to their
health and comfort. They also con-
tended that underground mining, call-
ed for by the lease, could not be car-
ried on without eventual caving and
scarification of the grounds. They
asked the governor to cancel the lease.
He said it was too late to withdraw
from the contract, since it had been
executed and filed, but offered to try
to obtain an agreement with the com-
pany that mining operations would be
delayed two years. -
Tge governor said he explained pro-
visions of the lease which were design-

dents or disfiguration of the topog-
raphy of the grounds. He said if it
I should be found that mining opera-
tions disturbed the veterans and other

ed to prevent disturbance of the resl-|

residents of the home he would be the
first to protest.

PARNELL'S REMARK
BREAKS UP MEETING
But Governor Insists U. D. C.

’Representatives Misun-
derstood Him.

LEASE PROTEST IN VAIN

Plans for Contesting Validity for Min-
ing Operations at Confederate

Home to Continue.

B LR —

A conference between a group of
members of the Umited Daughters of
the'Confederacy and Governor Parnell
regarding the leasing of mineral rights
to property occupied by the Confed-
|erate Home near Little Rock broke up
'[m confusion yesterday when am un-
iﬂmshed remark by the governor was

‘understood. by some of the women as

the expression of an opinion that the |

South was in the wromg in the war
between the states.

. Governor Parnell later said emphati-
cally that he had not said what Mrs.
R. J. Lea, leader of the delegation, and
several other members, said they un-
derstood him to say.

L The governor said his statement,
‘whether it was right or wrong,” re-
ferred to the lease, but that apparent-
ly it was misconstrued as applying to
the justness of the Southern cause in
the war. He said a general discussion
of the historical and sentimental set-
ting of the Confederate Home property
had preceded the incident,

Most of the delegaticm left the gov-
ernor’s private office precipitately, but
several members remained or returned
to talk with him and some members of
the delegation assembled in the gov-
ernor’s reception room nearby to dis-
cuss the situation. :

- Chairman Returns,

Mrs. Lea said last night the organiza-
tion will proceed immediately with
| plans to attack validity of the lease in
the courts.

Confederate Home Lease Calleé
~» “Shame and Disgrace.”

To {he Editor of the Gazette:
Has the state become 80 poor finan-
cially that it is neécessaty 10 rob the
Confederate soldiers, their wives or
{ widows of their peace of mind? You
| can’t make them believe that blasting
within 50 feet of their rooms won't
cause the plastering to fall on them.
It is a shame and a disgrace on the
state, They are like children looking
to their parents for comfort and pro-
 tection, those old battle-scarred. sol-
diers, some of them past 90 years of
age, are looking to the state of Ar-
kansas for comfort and protection dur-
ing the remaining few months or
| years of their lives and the state is
| being weighed in the balance and
| found wanting. It is not only unwise,
but it is unfair, for a few state offi-
cials to subject those old people to the
harrowing experiences they will have
to go through. Some of the members
of this U. D. C. chapter have visited
! the home and know how these old peo-
ple feel about mining for. bauxite on
| the grounds. One has only to look
| across the highway opposite the home
| to see what mining has done for the
| grounds over there. For a few paltry

the peace of mind and gquietude of the
inmates of the home. If it could be
done and over with in a few weeks it
would be different, but it has to last
for 10 long years. They will all have
answered the last roll call in that
time.

Mrs. W. E. Kittrell, President.

dollars the state is willing to sacrifice |

tiffs in Move to Cancel

i 7

from $40 to $32,000. Each | eaNnn
the looks of the ground hut each time | b

the same old ditches and holes are -

l' left. The promise is $1.05 a long ton of

iout of the ground, but instead they
have a drying house and dry it out
before they measure it, taking off
quite a shrinkage. Now the wonderful
amount of bauxite under the Confed-
erate home to the state officers is like

ease. By, 3=
A ot =21 o<
v . & plmple on the back of a man’s head.

g’ucellativ' of the 10-year lease of
Arkansas C& ra.e home property to
the Pulaski ; ; 72g Company for baux-
ite mining & hts is asked in the suit
filed in Cb ery Court yesterday by
M. D. Vance gast commander-in-chief
of the Uni Confederate Veterans,
and B. F. Red, brigadier general, against
the mining company.

The complaint, siled by the law firm
of Carmichael & Hendricks, as attor-
neys for the veterans, alleges that the
54-acre site for the Confederate home
was bought and the home established
by the Ex-Confederate Association of
Arkansas which was formed before
1891, and that the association, without
consideration and for charity conveyed
the property to the state with the un-
derstanding that the state would foster
and continue the charity by annual
appropirations. It is alleged that the
state holds the property under this
grant as trustee for the benefit of the
veterans.

Specific allegations as to the  in-

He can feel it and can't sre 1t, so the

pimple seems like a mountain, No one !

can see the bauxite but imagination
makes it appear a mountain of wealth.
But when worked, the home ruilned,

|green ore; that means as it is taken

Confederate Veterans Plain-

R an P e

Suit, for Benefit of Schools,

Filed Against Republic =
Mining Company.

i

l Recovery of $302,261 from the Repub-

the old people killed from the blasting, 'lic Mining and Manufacturing Com-
the bulldings caved in and the beauti-' pany, alleged due the state as delin-|

ful and sacred gift to the state to
guard and care for which cost more
than a mlilllon to builld and years of
work to beautify, will' be gone and
those old folks thrown out of a home
in their old and decrepid conditlon.
What is worse, some of the men on
both sldes of the controversy are sons
of Confederates. This is the hard part.
That the promise of money will kill
all love and sympathy for the fathers
and mothers of the Confederacy. Some |
say the money received from the sale
of bauxite will -be applied to pay the
pensions of Confederate veterans and
thelr widows. Mr. Gates sald in hix
statement In the Gazette that 8500 was
pald to the Geological Department and
the rest would be put in the treasury
i to be used as the state saw fit. Now

validity of the contract executed Jan- | the Confederates in the home pray God

uary 16 by David A. Gates, commis-
sioner of revenues, and the mining
company, are: First, that the contract
is a violation of the trust agreement;
second, that Mr. Gates has no author-
ity to execute a caqntract on behalf of
the state, and that the approval of the
other state officials adds nothing to
the force of effect; third, that the
company obtained the contract as the
result of favoritis;p and not by open
competitive bidding contemplated by
law.

Other charges are that the names of

to save the home and spare these old
afflicted people from their suspense
and worry during the few years they
have left, As for the great plant the
bauxite company promises to erect in
Pulaski county, this will depend on the
small stipend made from the pocket of
bauxite at the Confederate home. We
invite the people to take a view of the
plans along the Sweet Home pike and
be convinced that the bauxite s in
pockets in slick red clay that will not
hold a prop long enough to stand a

{ blast. May the Daughters of the Con-

quent severance tax assessments for
bauxite, is sought in a sult filed
against the company yesterday . in
Chancery Court by Mrs. Sara A. Evans,
of Pulaski county, as a taxpayer; in
behalf of the schools of the state.

The complaint alleges that the com-
missioner of revenues, David A. Gates,
fixed a flat valuation of $2 per ton
instead of collecting two and one-half
per cent of the market price.

J. F. Loughborough, attorney for the
mining company, sald last night that
he did not understand what merit
could be found in such an action and|
that he believed it would again give
Arkansas unfavorable publicity rela-
tive to the attitude within the state
toward development. of natural re-
sources,

Mr. Loughborough said that shortly
after passage of the severance tax act
at a special sesslon of the legislature,
during the administration of the late
Gov. T. C. McRae, hearings were held
on the question of the levy on baux-
ite and that the flat rate was fixed
at that time.

The petition recites that between
1923 and 1926, the Republic company
mined 103,819 tons of bauxite -and in
1930, the company took over the prop-
erties of the American Bauxite Com-
pany. It says further that during

those prineipally interested in the | féderacy and the Sons stand by the|1927 to 1831 the company produced |

mining corporation do not appear

, Confederate home and leave this pim-|

among the holders of the $1,000 capi- Pl of bauxite alone.

tal stock of the lessee corporation,
Chancellor Dodge said last night that

not. date for the hearing on the suit

had been sef,

I

Bauxite Lease
1

) fid Vets,
irm Declares
Would Provide Approxi-

mately Million for
Pensions, Claim.

A general denial was made in Pu-
laski chancery court Monday to the
charges made by M. D. Vance and
others in a suit against the Pulaski
Mlm_ng Company in an effort to void|
A mining lease between the company|
and yhe state government for mining|
bauxite on the grounds of the Confed-
erate Home southeast of Little Rock.‘

The action was taken by Confed-!
erate Veterans and representatives of
the Daughters of the Confederacy,
who contend that the mining opera-
tions would destroy the usefulness of
the Confederate Home as a place of
abode for the veterans and their
widows.

It is expected that Chancellor Frank
Dodge this week will hear the case
and decide the validity of the lease.
The complaint also seeks the issu-
ance of an order restraining the min-
ing concern. from entering upon . the

Confederate Home property.

The mining company’s answeys
charged that the litigation was foster-
ed by a disgruntled bidder for the
lease, which was executed by state
officials,

Leassee Plans Plant,

. Plans of the company, the answer
disclosed, include the erection of a
§100.00Q plant for mining the baux-
ite and it was contended that revenues
to the state from the lease would make
a large sum of money available for
the payment of pensions to veterans
and their widows. The lease would

ield between $500,000 and $1,500,000
Mrs, George Easter, Secretary, J.° - e o lbopir
SHan:'bugrg Chapter, U. D. C. for the benefit of the veterans, it was

Hamburg, Ark.

To Hold Hearing in i

.« Bauxite Lease Suit

L0 AL S, -

Hearing is expected to' be Held be-
fore Chancellor Frank H. Dodge in |
‘Pulaski chancery court during the
latter part of this week on the peti-
tion of M. D. Vance, past commander
of rthe United Confederate Veterans,
and rcpresentatives of the Daughters
of the Confederacy {v prevent the Pu-

'k’ Mrs. Lea, state chairman of the U. laski Mining Company from carrying

. C.-Committee om Relief and Enter-

tainment of Confederate Home Resi- Mine Bauxite at the Confederate
 dents, returned to the governor’s of- Home.

out its contract with the state to
The suit against the mining com-

entering upon the land ‘which is a

erty. ;
r?he# litigation wae instituted af

by the fm;'g local chapters of the

!

Says Bauxite Mining Will Ruin_

- pany was filed in chancery court yes- QA onfederate Home. ‘
leasing | terday and seeking to void the con- ¢ B0 /4,5,2‘
tract and restrain thy defendants from || To the ‘Editor of the Gazette:

part of the Confederate Home prop- || courts in regard to the bauxite lease |
FANEIE TG ! o ~  |jon the Confederate home in the paper |

or | Of January 10 I visited some of the|
~an unsuccessful effort had been made 1 from
o ks aipty gl M SigPeinig The hausite is In pociets

e ;:,ohzemm,ma the ~Wherever 1i his

suggested,
. Answering the charge that the min- |
ing operations would destroy the use-|
fulness of the Confederate home, the
defendgm}s in their answer said that
the mining operations would be car-
yried on in a plant to be located far
enough away from the home so as not
to interfere with the welfare of the
veterans,

The answer recited that the con-
tract or lease between the state and
the mining company wag advantageous
to the state and added that the lease

Mrs. George W. Hill
Confederate Home, Ark

Bauxite Lease Is 1

Opposed by Legion

The American Legion and the
American Legion Auxiliary units of
Little Rock will join with the United

from its mines -in Sallne and Pulaski |

counties 567,780 tons of bauxite. It is

alleged that the value of this ore was

not less than $6.50 per ton. N
Totals for Two Periods.

From 1923 to 1927, 1,250,077 tons of
bauxite were mined, it was said, and
through the commissioner’s “arbitrary
ruling,” $136,696 was sald to have been
lost to the school fund., The amount
alleged lost to the school fund during
the second period between 1927 to 1932
was placed at $165,565.

State Senator G, W. Hendricks, mem-
ber of the law firm of Carmichael &
Hendricks, which instituied the suit,

Daughters of the Confederacy and the denied that it was anything but a sin-
Sons of Confederate Veterans in op- cere effort to reimburse the school and
posing the state’s recent leasing of T0ad funds of the county of tax monies

Confederate Home property, for baux-
ite mining, it was announced Tues-
day afternoon by Mrs. Douglas
Wells, president of the Auxiliary
unit.

Members of the U. D. C. and others
recently filed suit to annul the con-
tract made by the state with a min-
ing company, giving the company
10-year lease on Confederate Hom:
grounds.

Mrs. Wells said that a resolutio
opposing the lease would be present
ed at a joint meeting of the Litth
Rock Legion and Auxiliary units at
the War Memorial building Tuesda
night,

Legion and'Auxiliar&
Oppose Bauxite Lease

o O A3 o i 2
A resolution opposing the action
of ths state in leasing Confederate
Home property for bauxite mining

Littlé Rock units of the American
Legion and the I.egion Auxiliary at
the War -Memorial building Tuesday
night, but action was deferred until
a meeting which will be held in two
weeks,

"The resolution was written by John
G. Pipkin, business manager of the
Little Rock public schools and a mem-
ber of the M. M. Eberts post of the
American Legion. :

Intertainment at the meeting last
night ineluded dancing by students of
the Dorothy Donelson School, songs
by the Blue Bird Chorus and novelty
numbers by J. B. Wirges, H.. G. Fau-
sett and J. T. Malone. Mrs. Bernie
Babcock discussed her new book on
George Washingtg.

Hearing Set for Next Monday in
! .~ Bauxite Suit. 2.3337

éaar on the petition of M. D.
Vance, former commander of the United
Confederate Veterans, and others in
Chancery Court for an order to re-
strain the Palaski Mining .Company
from mining bauxite on the Arkansas
Confederate home property, will be
held Monday, J. H. Carmichael, attor-
ney, sald yesterday. He sald the time
for the hearing was set for Monday,
February 29, several weeks ago and
that there has been no change.

is not in violation of any trust witht+ g

reference to the use ‘of the Confed- |
erate Home site, : i

~ After reading the answer in the|

* that had the bauxite taken

been worked so far

R

was read at a joint meeting of the |

| the Confederate Home property ‘“‘to

to which they are entitled. He sald
that he had studied the allegations
in the complaint for several weeks and
that the law plainly provided that
the severance tax should be collected
on the basis of the market price.

Under the severance tax law, one-
third of the revenue is returned to
the county within ‘which the ore is
severed from the ground to be divided
equally between the school and road
funds, and the other two-thirds of the
tax goes to the commnion school fund.

Senator Hendricks said that the suit
had no connection with the recent ac-
‘tion taken by his firm for M. D. Vance,
former commander of the United Con-
federate Veterans, and others in an ef-
fort to invalidate the contract given.
the Pulagki Mining Company to mine
batuxite on the Confederate Home prop-.
erty.

Suit to Break
Bauxite Lease
WﬂLB_e Filed

U. D. C., Backed by S. C.
V. Camp, Retains Lo-
cal Legal Counsel.

The law firm of Carmichael & |
Hendricks has been retained by the
Arkansas division, United Daughters
of the Confederacy, to institute suit
in an effort to cancel the state’s re-
cent 10-year lease of the Confederate
Home property to the Pulaski Mining
Company for bauxite mining rights.

The action will be filed within the
next few days. :

Announcement that legal action had
finally been determined upon was
made Wednesday night by Mrs. R. J. |
Lea, chairman - of the Confederate
Home residents relief committee of
the U. D. C, at a meeting of Robert
C. Newton Camp, Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans, at the Albert Pike ho-
tel. Members of the U. D. C. ard
United Confederate Veterans had been
invited to attend the Sons’ meeting,
called for annual election of officers.
. M. Hendricks said Thursday morn-
ing that the suit would be filed as
soon as possible. > A

Members of the 8. C. V. voted
unanimous support to the sister so-
ciety and adopted a resolution to re-
sist by court action leasing of

the end that residents of the Confed-

 erate Home may not be disturbed in
the remaining days of their lives

s gt R s e e et
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e«ﬂflut eek
k',,.‘dm‘pters and

chapter of the |

ﬂ"Mimf-

cancel the lease,

by Revenue Com- |

ssioner Dan Gates on Janu- |

ary 16. - When their. delegation called i

| on the governor and he said that he '
ould not comply with their request,

I

ey announced that they would re-
t to court proceedings to test the
vghdxty of ‘;hg contract.

nnual election of §. C. V.
officers was held at the meeting.
Wednesday night. Camp officers were
elected as follows: C. P. Newton,
commander : Dr. James O. Hall, R. C.
Rudisill and J. R. Riley Jr., licuten-
ant commanders; Porter Grace Jr..
quartermaster; Dallas T. Herndon,
historian; Dr. E. M. Pipkin, chap-
lain R. V. Inman, color sergent:
Roy D. Campbell, judge advocate, and
| H._B. Chrisp, adjutant. ;
J. 8. Utley, division commander,
ho presided at the business meeting
of the camp, announced his appoint-
ment of brigade commanders for 1932
as follows: J. E. Lye, Jonesboro, |
First Brigade; Dr. J. K. Smith, Tex-
rkana, Second Brigade, and Charles
W. Bell, Little Rock, Third Brigade.
Srigade commanders, it was announc-
, will proceed to organize active
amps in their respective brigades.
Dr. Charles H. Brough, the princi-
pal speaker at the buffet supper which
ollowed the business session, gave an
| address on the subject of Generals
Robert E. Lee and “Stonewall’ Jack-
son. C. P. Newton acted as toast-
master. Guests of honor were / Ed-
mond R. Wiles, past commander in
| chief of the S. C. V,; General M. D.
Vance, past commander in chief of
the U. C. V., and Mrs. Brown Rogers
f Russellville, president of the Ark-
‘ansas division of the U. D. C.

SAYS COMMISSION
FIXED BAUXITE TAX

Commissioner Gates Denies
Allegation in Chancery
Vs Court Suit

i

k

A 1

David A. Gates, state revenue com-
missloner, sald yesterday that allega-
tions in a suit filed in Pulaski Chan-
cery Court Friday against the 'Repub-
lic Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany, to the effect that he had fixed

ton were without foundation.

- Mr. Gates said the valuation of $2 a
ton at the point of severance (mouth
of the mine) was fixed by the Arkan-
sas Railroad Commission when it also
functioned as a Tax Commission, which

enue commissioner.

' He szid he was respomsible for the
provision of the original severance tax
law which levied a flat tax of 25 cents
a ton on bauxite. This provision was
held to be discriminatory and the two
and a half per cent tax on valuation
was substituted.

Extensive hearings were held on the
question, Mr. Gates said he had been
informed, and the Railroad Commis-
on found that $2 a ton was a faur
value of the ore at the mouth of the
mine when the price for treated ore I.
0. b, railroad cars was $6 a ton. The
operators proved to the satisfaction
‘of the state at that time that treating,

milling, transporting and loading the |

product added $4 a ton to its value.
He said he investigated the method
of arriving at the tax when he assum-
ed the duties of commissioner and be-
came convinced that the valuation was
justified. He said he acquiesced in the
matter by refraining from attempting
to set up a new valuation, but that he
had nothing to do with fixing the
method of determining the value..

R 25>

Bauxite

Lease
]

the taxable value of bauxite at $2 a

was several years before he became rev- |

e S

on by

Vance, former commander of the Con-
federate veterans organization, and
representatives of the four local units
of the Daughters of the Confederacy
who objected to the use of the home
for the veterans and their widows as’
a mining site. . ;

In deciding the case, Chancellor
Dodge held that the lease executed by |
state officials with the mining com-
pany violated the deed of trust by
which the state came into possession
of the property about 40 years ago
from the ex-Confederate Veterans' As-
sociation of Arkansas.

In the suift againt the bauxite lease
executed to the Pulaski Mining Com-
pany, the plaintiffs contended that
the state officials did not have au-
thority to wuse the Confederate ||
Home property for any purpose oth-'|
er than as a home for veterins and
their widows,

It was explained that the home
was erected by  the ‘ex-Coniederate
| Association of Arkansas in 1890 and
that the state legislature the follow-
ing year levied a tax of one-fourth
mill to provide pensions for Confed-
erate veterans and appropriat 1 $10,-
000 annually for the maintenance of
the home. :

The home was deeded to the state
by the association for ~the specific
use for the benefit of the veterans
and their wives. It was further con-
| tenided in the complaint that the state
| was without authority to excu ¢ the.
lease under an act of the 1929 legls-i
lature which provided for leasing cer- |
tain lands owned by the state. It
was argued that the Confederate
Home property did not come under
the classification of lands mentioned
in the act,

The defense contention was based
on the benefits which, it was stated,
|| would go to the veterans in the form
of revenues from the bauxite lease
and it was further contended that
the mining operations would not in-
terfere with the welfare of the vet-
erans and their widows living at the

|

|
1

_"Supreme‘ Court Affirms De-

|
i
i
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LEASE FOR MINING
" BAUXITE HELD VOID
Ae, = o SRR,

‘Dhanceﬂo'r Holds Act Not Ap-
plicable to Confederate

HoEe‘ er9ggrEy.

/Panc

The contract between State Revenue
| Commissioner David A. Gates and the
| Pulaski Mining Company whereby the
| company was authorized to mine baux-
|ite at the Arkansas Confederate Home
property at Sweet Home, was held in-
valid by Chancellor Dodge yesterday.
| His ruling followed a hearing on the
| petition filed by M. D. Vance, former
| commander of the United Confederate
| Veterans, and others who contended
| that mining operations would inter-
| fere with residents of the home and
also would divert funds which should
be used for the benefit of the veterans.

Chancellor Dodge said that the act,
under which the lease was executed
with the approval of Governor Parnell
and Attorney General Hal L. Norwood,
would not permit the mining of baux-
ite at the Confederate Home. The act
%’_ es that proceeds from such a

‘lease should go to the state Geological
' Department.

"“'The Confederate Home property was
deeded to the state by the Ex-Confed-
crate Association of Arkansas on con=
dition. that it was to be used solely for
the benefit of the veterans. The as-
sociation, formed in 1890, bought the
the property and established the in-.
stitution. 5

The chancellor said that the lease

probably would have been valid if the
proceeds were to be used for the Con-
federate Home.
. Senator G. W. Hendricks, attorney for
the veterans, was permitted to with-
draw the portions of the complaint
which attacked the execution of the
contract by the state officials.

During the hearing, Chancellor Dodge
criticized legislative action, remarking
that it was true, as one of the lawyers
had said, that “no one can tell what

& legislature will do.” He added that in
1931 funds obtained through a bond is-
for the construction of the new |

i te Hospital for Nervous Diseases had
£ oee

n diverted to another purpose.

DECLARED INVALID

li

- cree Against Mining at
jonfederate Home.
24

B. AND LI ACT CONSTRUED

1931 Measure to Grant Credit on
¥ |
‘Loan for All Dues Paid Not

Retroactive.
-~ ‘/
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The leass executed several months
ago by State Revenue Commissioner
David A. Gates, with the approval of !
the governor and attorney general,
under which the Pulaski Mining Com- !
pany of Little Rock was to mine baux- |
ite ore on the Confederate Home prop- |
erty near Little Rock on a royalty basis, |
with a guaranteed payment of $10,000
a year for 10 years, is invalid because
the statute governing mineral leases
did not specifically include state-owned
lands occupied by state institutions, the
Arkansas Supreme Court held yesterday |
in affirming a decree of Pulaski Chan-
cery Court.

The Supreme Court sustained prac-
tically all the contentions of the plain-
tifis, M. D. Vance, former commander-
in-chief of the United Confederate Vet-
erans, and B. F. Red, adjutant of the
Arkansas Division, U. C. V., except
that relating to the right of the state
to use the Confederate Home property
for purposes other than a home for vet-
erans of the Confederate army.

On this point the court held that no
enforceable trust was imposed by the
donors of the land to prevent the state |
from disposing of the_ pronerty.

Opinion in Bauxite Lease.
| The opinion, written by Associats
| Justice W. F. Kirby, follows in part

“The parties to the lease evidentl
doubted that authority was granted b
the statute for the disposition of th
minerals made in the execution of th
lease in question, since the governc
and the attorney general were re
quired to approve the lease and did d

fi

|

quire it.

“Such approval could give the lease
| no greater validity than it had already
as executed by the commissioner of
| revenues under the authority of the
| statute, which did not require the exe-
| cution and approval of the lease by
| them. Neither could the commissioner
| execute *a valid lease of' the minerals,
‘as was attempted to be done in this
| case, since the statute neither by ex-
press words nor necessary implication
granted him the authority to make
such disposition of minerals a part of

buildings of one of the state’s charita-
ble institutions. ;
“The legislature could have done so,
of course, the state having the title to
the property, but it did not, and if

the statute,~ which should use

plain to admit of
tion.

as taxpayers and inmates of the chari-

the appellees to first request the at-
torney general to bring the suit and

to preceed, since the law does not re-
quire a vain thing to be done, and the
attorney general was a party to the
lease, having given his approval thereto
as shown by, the lease exhibited with
the complaint.

“It makes no difference that the
lease does not appear to have been
improvidently made, nor without due
| regard for the protection of the im-
provements in the mining of the min-
erals, or whether the purpose was good
in attempting to dispose of the min-
erals for the better maintenance of the

Home and in providing increased com-
forts for the inmates thereof, since the
statute did not authorize its execution.

“The leass having been executed
without authority, it was necessarily
void and the court did not err in so
| holding. The decree is accordingly af-
firmed.” pLit

Attorney General Hal L. Norwood said
yesterday that he was not a party to
the lease and was not interested in or
connected with its execution, except
| that he approved the form of the lease
| when it was presented to him by the
revenue commissioner, without attempt-
ing to pass on
 execute such a lease.

so although the statute does not re R,

the grounds and foundations of the!

then allege his refusal to do so in order

the Tight of the sate (0

. l',:.‘i",,t_‘,, 2, Z "2 52/
Revenue Commissionel’s

Agreement Results in Dis-

~ missal of Suit.
;‘::l(:' (ﬁ‘——-— T4

After David A. Gates, state commis- ||

sioner of revenues., agreed to hold a
hearing on the present severance tax
rates on bauxite, the suit brought by
Mrs. Sara A, Evans against the Re-
public Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany was dismissed by Chancellor Dodge |
in Pulaski Chancery Court yesterday.
Chancellor Dodge said with - that
understanding, he would sustain a de-
murrer and grant a plea in abatement
to the suit brought in an attempt to
recover $302,261 from the mining com-
pany, alleged due as delinquent sever-
ance tax.

It was alleged that Mr. Gates had
fixed a flat valuation of $2 per ton
instead of collecting two and a half
per cent of the market price. Lawyers
for the mining company contended that
the amount. charged as severance tax
represents two and a half per cent of
the market price, and that the price
quoted by attorneys for Mrs. Evans
does not represent the market price at
the time the ore is mined but repre-
sents the price of refined ore.

The mining company’s lawyer based
his demurrer and motion to dismiss
on the contention that the suit had
not been brought by the attorney gen-
eral, and also sought to have the in-
tervention of the attorney’general dis-
missed as it was filed after the suit
was brought. '

Chancellor Dodge first took the posi-
tion that the attorney general could
be made a party plaintiff and said he
would not dismiss the suit unless Mr.
Gates would agree to hold a hearing
on the rates, and Mr. Gates said he
would be glad to review the question.

Attorney General Hal L. Norwood was
reported to have been willing to bring
the suit to collect the taxes should the |
case warrant litigation after the hear-
ing by the Rewvenue Department. It|
was the contention of attorneys for the|
mining company that the present rates|
are the result of such a hearing held
several years ago during the admini- |
stration of the late Gov. T. C. Mec-|

ES ON BAUXITE.

|
{

| the alleged actual value of $6.50 a ton,
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company owes the state $302.261 in'
taxes, representing the difference be-
'tween the valuation of $2 a ton and

Other appeals filed yesterday were:
R. H. Hanson and others, appellant,
s, Louisiana 0Oil Refining Corpora-
tion, appellee, from Lafayette Circuit
Court, where the appellee was given
judgment against the appellant for $750
claimed to be due on an account for
gasoline and oil. i

David A. Gates, appellant, vs. Mrs.}
Janet Hughson, appellee, from Sebas- |
tian Circuit Court, where the appel- |
lants’ suit for $1,570 as liquidated dam-
ages for alleged violation of the cigar |
and cigaretle tax law was dismissed.

New Bauxite Plant Being Built
Near Benton.

Special to the Gazette’:’W';}' S 32

Benton, Sept. 24.—A new plant to be
operated by the Standard Bauxite and

] !(rzlhemical Company is being built four
ponded will be $
. will be in operat
reported as heing
& Hudspeth. W,

iles east of Benton. The amount ex- |
40,000, and the plarit'
lon in 90 days, It is

backed by Fletcher |

J. Lester of Indian- |

apolis is mining engineer and the su-

APPEAL FILED IN

- BAUXITE TAX SUIT|

7n 24 193 a
Advanceg by Supreme Court
\ and Set for Submission
; May 20.

The suit of Sara A. Evans, as a tax-
payer, against the Republic Mining and
|Manufacturing Company, bauxite min-

perintendent is WwW. g, Thompson.
‘ri’rank Finsthwit of New York is plfesl-
enb. ot ]
2 :

|

i

7

:

ing firm, for $302,261 in severance tax

'there was any such intention it is not on bauxite mined in Saline and Pu-
fairly deducible from the language of laski counties since 1923, was appealed
such
language as shows an unmistakable in-
tention to authd\\%to be done—too was advanced and set for submission

' to the Supreme ACourt yesterday - and

y other construc-; june 20.

Attorney General Hal L. Norwood in-

 “Neither did the court err in refus-[ tervened on behalf of the state soon
ing to ‘dismiss the suit as one that after the suit was filed
could not be prosecuted by the appellees| Chancery Court, but Chancellor Frank

in Pulaski

| H. Dodge dismissed the compldint and

table institution and beneficiaries of | the intervention on the defendant com-
the use of it. It was not necessary for pany’s demurrer, after David A. Gates,

state revenue commissioner, had agreed
in writing that he would hold a hear-
ing to determine the value of bauxite
mined during the period covered by the
suit, if proper petition for such hear-
ings should be filed with him.

The plaintiff and the intervenor
chose to stand on their complaint and
appealed from the ruling of the Chan-
| cery Court.
| It was alleged in the complaint that
the severance tax law passed in 1923
provided that bauxite should be taxed
at 2.5 per cent of its market value, and
that an arbitrary value of $2 a ton was
fixed by state agencies for taxing pur-
poses, when the actual market value,
it was alleged, for the period covered
was approximately $6.50 a ton.

|
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At left in the above picture is a chunk of bauxite ore, and at the right.

Is an aluminum cooking vessel.

By TOM SHIRAS.
Figuring  that Arkansas produces 90|

| The shallower ore deposits in this
field are mined by stripping away the

percent of the bauxite ore in the United jover burden from the ore bodies with

States, nine women out of 10 who pick

up an aluminum cooking utensil or ves—:
If |
the world were as familiar with the from the top of the ore bed. It is then |
state as a whole as it is with the alum- |shot up, loaded in cars and taken to the |
inum products which are made from | mill where it is ground and dried pre-

sel pick up a little bit of Arkansas.

bauxite ore produced in Arkansas, 1ti

would be the best advertised common- |
wealth in the world.
~ The story of bauxite mining is old to/
the people of Arkansas and the South, |
but they know but little about the de- |
velopment of the industry as a whole. |
During the last quarter of a century
the Bauxite section was witnessed the;
most remarkable development of a base‘
metal ore that has ever taken place in
the history of metals. Even as late as |

11860 the high price of aluminum pro- |

hibited its use in industry. Its chief use
up until that date was in the manufac- |
ture of souvenirs, cups, novelties, etc.
Today it is almost indispensable in every |
industry in which metal plays a part
The largest domestic deposits of bauxite
from which aluminum is derived are Jo-

cated around Bauxite in Saline county, |

and the production has steadily mount-
ed from less than 200 tons in 1902 to
geveral hundred thousand tons a year
in latter years

Four different commercial bauxite
ores are produced there. They are
known as saluminum ore, from which
the metal is smelted; water purification
ore, which is used in purifying water
supplies of municipalities; abrasive ore,
which is used n the manufacture of
emery wheels, etc., and chemical ore,

‘which is used in the manufacture. of

i

chemicals. Each ore carries an analysis
suitable for the purpose for which it

is used. :
‘To many, aluminum is a mystery
metal. It is almost as light as wood,

nearly as strong as steel, easily molded,
drawn or stamped, non-rusting, valu-
able in alloys and is now used in the
industries for thousands of different
purposes. Many imagine that it is an
alloy conceived in the cunning brain of |
some chemist. Others vaguely think it
is derived from a certain kind of a|
clay. The fact is, bauxite ore is not so
Hard as limestone and not so soft as
shale. It originates from the decayed
\upper crust of the granite which has
undergone the mnecessary chemical
changes to transform it into bauxite.

~ The ore takes its name, bauxite, from
the village of Les Baux, France, where

lstesm shovels and scrapers. The final

operation of cleaning is done with wire
brooms, which removes all of the clay

paratory to shipment. In later years
the deeper deposits have been worked
with tunnels and drifts.

Other domestic deposits of bauxite are
are found in Alabams. Georgia, Missis-
sippl and Tennéssee. Abroad it is found
in Australia, France, Hungary, British
and Dutch Guinea, Brazil, Ireland, Ger-
many, Austria, Roumania, Spain, Jugo-
Slavia, Africa, Venezuela, India, Russia
and China.

For many years the electrical smelting

process was a secret covered by patents,
but these expired some years ago.
Among the baser metals aluminum is
still a high priced metal selling for
around $400 a ton, while the ore sells
for around $5 and $6 a ton. The big
gspread between the price of the metal
{and the price of the ore is made in
the reduction process, which is very
lexpensive. It takes five tons of ore to
fproduce one ton of metal, and 27 tons
[of other material such as coal, lime-
|stone, soda ash, carbon, etc., to reduce
;it, besides a vast amount of electricity.

The average weight of aluminum per
cublc foot as compared with other
metals is as follows: Aluminum 162
pounds, gold 1,204, pig iron 450, lead
709, platinum 1,342, silver 655, zinc 437,
tin 459, copper 542.

The uses of ‘aluminum at this time
iare almost too numerous to mention and
jare being increased every day. Suffice
|to say that it is used in every industry
|that uses a variety of metals. Manu-
|facturers of cooking ‘utensils are using
11t almost universally; the automobile {n-
{dustry is using vast quantities of ib,
as are the chemical and electrical in-
'dustries. Being a conductor of elec-
|tricity, it is in demand for transmis-
sion lines, lessening the upkeep and
installation on account of its lightness.
In some lines of work it is taking the
place of lithograph stone in printing.
In warship construction it is used for
 those parts where lightness is synony-
|'mous with economy, and in ma
boats for portage.

Aluminum, compared with other base
metals is only a new born babe in
swaddling clothes, but it has already
found a place in industry which makes

{the first deposits of the ore of any con~
sequence were found. Because there

is no connection between the name of
the ore‘and the metal which is derived
from it, as there is between other metal
ores and their metals, few connect
bauxite with aluminum., While the ore
i1:00! its name from a French village,
{the metal took its name from the Latin
(alumen). This frcm the fact, no doubt,
i that bauxite for the most part is com-
posed of silicia, alumnia and iron.

| In 1827, over a<entury ago, F. Wohler,:
a Germen chemist produced the metal
the ore in a distinct state for thei

t time. ‘It has passed through vari-
ous stages of development since, but|
‘not until .1890, when the electrolytic
 process - of reduction was made ap-
plicable, was the price reduced so It
“could be used in the industries generally.
iits use has been :

it indispensable.

|
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|State Geologist Believes Series of I

A

sclose /Vggt Ameqnts of Bau

Uir_on g o 5 K

«ite Ore in Pulask

By HARRY WESTON.

| Recent discoveries in connection with
the bauxite deposits in Pulaski and
Saline counties lead George C. Bran-
ner, state geologist, to believe that a
series of dynamite ‘‘shootings” might
disclose vast amounts of hitherto un<
known ore that could be mined prof
itably under existing commercial con-
ditions.

A geomagnetic survey of the cen:
tral Arkansas bauxite region was fin-
ished in 1930 by Dr. Noel H. Stearn,
who issued a report to the state geolo-
gist at that time. The report estab-
lished definitely several new points in
relating to these deposits,

From this report and other informa-

| tion, Dr. Branner came to the conclu-

sion that the several separated out-
crops of bauxite in the Granite moun-
tain and in the Bryant mining dis-
tricts, and at points between them,
are parts of a single formation that
lies buried in the intervening dis-
tances.
“Shooting” Described. b
Dr. Branner described the system
of shooting which he advocates as an

| inexpensive method of determining the

depth at which probable veins of ore
lie buried beneath the earth’s surface
in the 165-square mile area that is
known to be its location. The depth
at which the ore is to be found large-
ly determines the commercial feasi-
bility of extracting it.

“It has been known for a long
time.” Dr. Branner said, ‘“that cen-
tral ~“Arkansas bauxite deposits ave

| Stearn demonstrated quite

|

closely associated with beds of syen-
ite, generally known as granite. Bj
a series of geomagnetic soundings, the
survey conducted in 1930 by D=
clearly
that throughout the area surrounding
and between the numerous separated
bauxite outcrops, a single underlying
base of syenite exists. Where theve
is syenite, it follows logically thut
there is a strong likelihood of there
being bauxite also.

“The varying depths at which this
syenite base has its location are yet
to be discovered. The present meth-
od of discovery, that of drilling, is
quite expensive, A tripod is set up,
with a pulley at its apex. A cable
is threaded through the pulley and a
drill is attached to one end of the
cable. The drill is raised and drop-
ped by winding the other end of the
cable on a revolving drum, The speci-
mens that are brought up from be-
neath the surface in the hollow core

of the drill are examined to deter-
mine their identity. In this way is
roughly determined the depth at which
the deposit is located and to some ex-
tent, its thickness. The expense ot
this method precludes any possibility
~that it can be used soon to deter-
mine the extent of ore deposits in the
entire 165 square-mile area.

tion, charges of dynamite are set off
at varying intervals along the surface
of the ground above the place where
the syenite base is known to be:lu-
cated, Sound waves that travel
downward from the point of explo-
sion, move along the underlying syen-
ite and are later refracted back to the
earth’s surface, are measured by del-
icate instruments. ‘The time it takes
these waves to make their trip is
learned, and by the use.of these fig-
ures it is possible to calculate the
| distance at which the syenite liss
| beneath the ground at that point.
This process is repeated over much
of the area, From such information
that this subsurface exploration dis-
closes, it is possible to make an ac-
curate subsurface topographical map.

“Such a map should certainly be of
much assistance in any mining opera-
tion contemplated in this area, and
besides, should give a valuable esri-
mate as to the extent of the bauxite
deposits and their commercial tse-
fulness. There is reason to believe
that there are as yet large deposits
that have been undiscovered.”

In Decomposed Granite.

Bauxite, according to the theory of
Dr. J. W. Mead, which is most wide-
Iy credited, is the product of the
weathering for natural chemical de-
composition of granite rock, or nephe-
lite syenite. As this theory expresses
it, the syenite was at one time, thou-
sands of years ago, exposed to the
weather on the surface of the ground.
The ravages of the weather caused
the syenite to erumble, just as such
stones crumble on the surface today.
Further decomposition made the prod-
ucts of bauxite and kaolinized syen-
ites

The surface of the syenite that was
exposed for weathering was very ir-
regular. As the bauxite formed, it was
in many cases washed away from the
granite base of its origin and depos-
ited in areas adjacent to and in de-
pression within the syenite area
Thus pockets of bauxite were formed
in small valleys in the granite. As
the formation of bauxite progressed

Another Source of B

auxite Ore

In Pulaski County Ultilized

above as it appeared shortly after

the high platform are pictured dumping huge buckets
Mechancial equipment will be installed soon.

t J —Gazette Staff Photo.
The néw Rauch bauxite mine on the Arch Street pike, operated

by the American Cyanimid and Chemical Corporation, is pictured

mining was begun. The men on
of ore by hand.

72k

“In the shooting method of’ explora-

sediments of ‘clay, sand and gravel
of the Tertiary age were deposited in
alternate layers with the dre. This ac-
counts for stratas of the ore at vary-
ing levels. It was also in this age
 that the “clay horses,” large beds
‘of clay within a strata 'or. pocket of
bauxite, were deposited. ~These clay
horses have at time caused much delay
and unproductive expense-on the part
of mine operators. ;

~.The ore is now being mined by sev-
eral companies at locations near Sweet
Home; Bryant, Bauxite and on Arch
road, eight miles south of Little
Rock. Almost ‘all mining now being
earried on is by the underground meth-
od. During the World war, much of
the ore to produce necessary arma-
ments and equipments of aluminum
was mined in the Sweet Home, Rauch
place area from. open pit mines. In
the rush to make large outputs, la-
borers. were imported from Mexico,
and sent here from the Eastern states
Many of them were Italians.

Pits Abandoned.

The open pits have been abandoned
and have mostly become full of wa-
ter, forming artificial lakes. The wa-
ter in these lakes has an intense blue
color that is the result of chemical
action of the bauxite. -

Straight shafts are now sunk into
the ground and lateral veins of ore
are mined out, using the shaft as a
means of . access and of withdrawing
ore that has been dug. The shaft is
boxed on all sides by wooden plank-
ing that keeps it from caving in. A
pipe is lowered into the mine in or
der that water might be removed by 2
pump that is kept going at all times.
An electric cable carries power and
lights down into the shaft and lateral
veins of the mine itself for the use
of the miners. Down one side of the
shaft is a long ladder for use in
climbing up or down in case of emer-
gencies. Usually the miners enter their
day’s work by riding down on the
machine-driven bucket, suspended from
the end of a strong steel cable, that
brings up the mined ore.

As a result of the long-continued
operations of bauxite mines in this
distriet, a distinct class of laborers
has come into being. The men who
abandond axes when the forests of
Pulaski county were gone to take up
farming and left farming when the
interstate traffic in foodstuffs made
it no longer profitable, have turned
to mining and have formed a pic-

turesque group. Several Little Rock

NEW BAUXITE MINE
BEGINS OPERATIONS

American Cyanimid Corpora-
tion to Use Output in Mak-
ing Alum.

A new bauxite mine has been in op-'
eration in Pulaski county for a week,
and its developers are contemplating
construction of a mill for drying and
refining the ore.

It is known as the Rauch mine and is
a half mile past the Granite mountain

.| road, on the west side of the Arch Street

pike. It is owned and operated by the
American Cyanimid and Chemical Cor-
poration of New York. :

The Bauxite taken from the mine is
to be used by the corporation and its
subsidiaries in the manufacture of its
own products, chiefly alum.

The Rauch mine is a shaft mine. A
quarter of a mile farther north the com-

! pany owns an open bauxite mine which

is not yet being worked. If is there that
the mill will be built, if arrangements
are completed with the Rock Island
Lines to build a spur track to the mine,
W. L. Powers, engineer in charge, said
yesterday.' :

Temporarily, the ore taken from the
Rauch mine will be hauled to the
Crouch mine, which has been operating

in the same vicinity since 1931, to be.

dried before shipment.
Are Reached at 90 Feet.

Sinking of the shaft at the Rauch
mine began last November. Bauxite ore
was reached at 90 feet, and the deposit
averages 20 feet of workable ore and
covers an area of 25 to 30 acres.

Mining at present is done by hand
and hoisted to the surface in big buck-
ets holding 400 pounds.
ing an eight-hour shift, produce about
20 tons daily.

Expansion plans include the installa-

tion of a “skip,” a mechanical device
that will increase the output consider-
ably. The entire deposit will be work-
ed from the one shaft, by means of ra-
dial “drifts.”

The ore is of fairly good quality, Mr.

Powers, said, averaging 58 per cent
slumintm and ghout tyo per cént iran.

and work schedules, and use

| that this rock was bauxite,” wrote

Six men, work-

merchants were quick to sense this
change, and stocked their shelves with
equipment for the miner, such as hi
lamps and denim trousers and juck-
ets instead of overalls.. iy
The psychology of these men has
changed with their occupations. Those
who left farming to mine no longer
feel that they are a beaten class,
as the truck farmer who must work
from daylight to dark in order to
produce enough, to keep himself and
his family alive. They now talk and
think in terms of shifts, and hours,
‘their
leisure time for recreation, instegdl
of for more work, as they would have
;lone, had they been still on the.
arm. ’ i

Discovered in 1891.

The world first knew of bauxite
deposits in Arkansas on January 8
1891, when the Arkansas Demoerat
ran a feature story on the s
in which it made public a
the state geologist, Dr. W. . Bra
ner, the father of the present
gist, to Gov. J. P. Eagle.

The editor of the Democrat wen!
into ecstacy ' in describing the di
covery of the late Dr. Branner. I
was an age of discovery by such me
as the state geologist and an age
superlatives for such men as th
writer who deseribed his exploits
for both--of them were adventurin,
into virgin country and neither o
them: knew what lay around the co
ner.

Dr. Branner's report, dated
ary 7, 1891, anno
Eagle the wonderful news that,
the exeception of a small bed
Georgia, the great deposits of
ite in Pulaski and Saline counti
were the only American sources
this aluminum ore. The report stat-
ed that an area of approximately 6
acres lay in the bauxite districts of
Arkansas. Since that first report,
the area in which are known depos-
its of the ore has been greatly en-
larged by subsequent discoveries.

In explaining the uses of alumi-
num, the late Dr. Branner must have
been a prophet. = His words cer-
tainly foretold the use to which Ark-.
ansas bauxite would be put:

“Its great strength and exceeding
lightness,” he said, “make it in-|
valuable in the c¢onstruction of ar-
ticles for the use of troops in active |
service, for surveying and exploring
parties, for optical instruments and a |
multitude of other purposes.”
the, man who recognized bauxite in
this state possibly have envisioned

the thousands -of “yanks” who ear
ried with them, itnht France and
many, mess-kits t were
aluminum that came from m
mines?
Used For Roadbuilding.
“At the time when it was found

the late Dr. Branner, it was being
used extensively for roadbuilding, es-
pecially for making the roadbed of
the Little Rock-Sweet Home turn-
pike. It has also been recommended
by a former state geologist, W. F.
Roberts, as a pistolitic iron ore, and |
attempts had been made to mine some |
of the highly colored Saline county
beds for iron ore.”

The first Dr. Branner suspected
the identity of the bauxite ore as
early as 1887, but he withheld infor-
mation on the subject until he was
able to make a complete and de--
taild report. . ,
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One of the oldest axioms in the mining
industry is: “One man can see as far un-
der the ground as another.” But science
has made this obsolete. Provided with the
right instrument ang knowledge to oper-
-ate it, man now can see many feet be-
neath the crust of the earth and be rea-

| sonably sure that he will fing what he
. sees when he begins to use pick and shovel

Or more modern mining machinery.

A recent geomagnetic survey in Pulaski
and Sdline counties by the Arkansas Geol-
ogica' Survey has extended the potential
bauxiis bearing area from 3.2 square miles
to 165 square miles, and has assured a
domestic supply of this valuable mineral

| from which aluminum is abstracted for |
generations to come.

The instrument used in making the sur-
vey was a Hotchkiss superdip magnetme-
ter, which follows the course of the differ-
ent formations like g benetrating eye, re-
cording the different variations of mag-
netic intensity on the dial from which the
computations were made,

There are two districts in central A7-
kansas that now produce bauxite, ‘the
Bauxite district, adjacent to the town of
Bauxite, and the Fourche Mountain dis-
trict, immediately south of Little Rock.
These two districts are separated by 12
miles of heretofore unproductive territory,
but the geomagnetic survey indicates ore
bodies in this area.

Hunting For Bauxite.

Bauxite is the decayed upper crust of
granite, which has undergone the neces-
sary natural chemical changes to trans-
form it into mineral. In these two dis-
tricts it is found in depression on top of
the granite, from close to the surface to
& depth of 200 feet,

The magnetic exploration for minerals,
such as was used in this survey, is based
on the fact that the earth acts as if it
m at its center, a spherical magnet
surrounded by a magnetic field of force. If
this magnetic field were contained in a
single homogeneous substance it would be
perfectly symetrical. But the outer shell
of the earth lies within this magnetic
field, and the earth’s crust is composed
of rock formations which differ in min-
eral content and thergfore differ in mag-
netic permeability—that is, some rocks
permit the passage of magnetic force much
easier than others,

These lines of magnetic force crowd

Old Methods of Hunting.

There has been an urge in the human
breast from the beginning of time to see
beneath the crust of the earth and locate
valuable bodies of mineral before spend-
ing any money or physical effort in actual
digging.

Taking advantage of this urge, fakirs
have invented many different kinds of
mineral rods, to sell to the most credulous
in and out of the mining profession. Mil-
lions of dollars have been invested in
them to no successful end. They were
made to sell, not to work.

Despite modern science and radie de-
tecting machines, core-drills and other
means of locating hidden gold, the im-
measurably ancient divining rod still holds
its own and is relied upon implicitly by
many people. And, strange and incredible
as it may seem, even hard-headed secien-
tists who have carefully studied the divin-

ing rod haye been forced to admit that

there are certain mysteries and inexplic-

able features of the device or of its users.
Divining Rods Discussed,

"Not that such eminent men as Prof. W.
F. Barrett of the Royal College of Sci-
through roeks of high magnetic permeabil- ence of Ireland, believe that a forked hazel
ity and avoid rocks of low magnetic per- twig possesses occult power to indicate the
meability. To make it plainer, consider ®resence of hidden gold or underground
this M{ic force water. Water passes Water. On the contrary, even the “dows_-
through Aweoarse screen much faster than ers,” as they call themselves, freely admit
it passes through a fine one. that almost axlly twig, or ev;lm a };:iec: of

ormatio hich bent wire, will serve as well as hazel or

rcl;;yes g:-:git:fho‘: "tqnch th:sb;u:ite anything el§e. But Pro.fessor Barrett, and
e bauxite itself are of low mag- other scientists, do believe that the d_ow-

B . On the other hand, the @ S€rs possess some instinct or subconscious
eh the baugite occurs, con- ' knowledge which affects their nerves when
, which is magnetic, and Passing over water or other matter for
c esi& force crowd through
nd aré easily recorded on the
ter. The logical conclusion then
the bauxite would be found over
less of area in which the

i

.\ " By TOM SHIRAS ™ Sa——iv._

Through the Earths’ Crust{ the Bauxife-
Has Been Increased. Here Is How It Operates.

Pictured here (above) is gz Hotchkiss

Superdip magnetmeter. A¢ the left are
Some types of divining rods, showing how
they are held.

which they are searching, and that this
subconscious suggestion reacts through
their muscles to bend the divining rod
downwards. In his long and voluminous
report on his investigations of the sub-
Jject, Professor Barrett says:

“About 10 or 15 per cent of their (the
dowsers’) successes cannot be explained,
nor can they be accounted for by chance
or lueky hits, the proportion being larger
than the doctrines of probability would
account for. This residue no known scien-

——\&“’

- Sl egenre

/

tific explanation can account for. Person-
ally I believe the explanation will be found
in some faculty akin to clairvoyance; but
as the sciences of today do not recognize
such a faculty I prefer to leave the ex-
planation to future investigators gnd to
throw on the skeptic the task of disprov-
ing my assertions and giving his own ex-
planations.”

Until science stepped in during recent =

years the surest methods of locating min-
erals were by drilling, after a competent
geologist had located the site, by finding
outeropping ledges of the mineral sought,
or by finding float and tracing it to its
source,

But new scientific instruments that re-
cord magnetic lines of force and sound
waves are much more certain. It is not
far fetched to say that in all probability,
within another decade most of the major
prospecting operations will be done with
such instruments, and the depth and area
of the ore bodies determined before a hole
is ever drilled or dug in the earth.

Aluminum Co. Heldu—:

i il e .

i ——— ————
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PWA to Investigate Bauxite

=5

100 Pect. Monopoly

Washington, Jan. 25.—(.4’)—-Cauing
the Aluminum Company of America a
“100 per cent monopoly,” Attorney |
General Cummings said today that he
had ordered a recheck of ‘4n investi-
gator’s report submitted to him con-
cerning affairs of the company. Cum-
mings said that the company, con-
troled by the Mellon family, exer-
cised a monopoly in production of
aluminum, %, ST . [~24-8 ¢

He added thit the company’s sub-
sidiaries were engaged in the fabri-
cation end of the business and that
it was this phase of the company’s
Activities which he wanted rechecked.

Cummings said a decision concern-
ing action to be taken by Depart-
ment of Justice with reference to
Andrew Mellon’s income tax returns
which have been under investigation

+"ould be forthcoming within a week.

Ore Plant Near Bauxite

Resumes Operations

Benton, June 14.—(Special.)—One
of the most important industrial Jim-
provements made in this county since
the depression began to show signs |
of passing, was the resumptlon‘ of op-*
erations by the American ‘Lyangde
Corporation, successor to the Superior
Bauxite Company, which hgd been
closed down since August, 1931.

This company’s plant and mines are
located in the Mt. Olive community,
about six miles east of Bauxite, and
are next in size to the Repubh.c
Mining and Manufacturing Company’s
plant at Bauxite, p

The Cyanide Corporation plant
turns out an aluminum ore produ(;t‘
suitable for chemical purposes and it
is understood that it has sufficient
orders to justify operation at full
capacity. A crew of ahput 60 men
has been put to work, which means a
weekly payroll of about $500. |

Practically all of the laborers are |
men living in the community whgrel
the plant is located and their being
given work spells almost the end_of
| the depression so far as that section
| is concerned, and especially to the
| Jarge group of men who have been out
|of work since the plant was shut
down nearly three years ago.

ining in Mississippi.
%C}W 5@4155.{*1’53?,’ j
Eupora, Miss.,' June 16.—(#)—Ned
! Lee of Eupora, said. today he had re-
| ceived a letter from Congressman Jeft
| Busby saying that the PWA would in-

vestigate possibilities of mining bauxite.

‘in Webstér, Winston, Choctaw, Chicka- |
saw, Calhoun, Union, Benton and Tip- |

' pah counties.




By STEELE KENNEDY.

The name of Dr. John C. Branner
will be identified with Arkansas’ ge-
ological history forever. He discover-
‘ed and made known many of .the
state’s valuable mineral deposits. He
discovered bauxite in Saline county in
1891, resulting in an Arkansas prod-
uct, aluminum, finding.its way into
the martkets of the world. It is one
of the state’s greatest resources. !
 These deposits, found only in Sa-
line and Pulaski counties, furnish 60
:‘»&r cent of the world’s supply and
90 per cent of all the aluminum mined

deposits are found within a 12 square
 mile area in the vicinity of Bauxite,
5 ne county. The deposits in Pu-
county are a few miles south
from Little Rock, near Sweet Home.
. Columbus Brazil, a farmer living
five miles wsouth from Bauxite,
‘squared” himself on a small goods
box in his crib and quit shucking
‘corn one day last week to sketch the
beginning of the industry, 35 years
“0: 3
Mr, Brazil was the first local em-
ploye. He has the distinction of hav-
 ing mined the first car of ore shipped
from Arkansas. . After serving as
| general mine foreman 20 years, and
| ag head of the labor department 10
years, he retired two years ago to
! home and manage his acre
rm. He helped build that two-mil-
lion-dollar bauxite plant on the hill
where he attended school in his boy
Liood days, at the old Antioch school-
house. He helped clear the forest and
 saw the town spring up where he
‘once hunted turkey and deer. He has
taken millions of dollars worth of
rich aluminum ore from hills he ana
hig forefathers considered worthless
for aything except growing timber.
“Half a dozen families were liv-
ing in the neighborhood when Dr.
Branner came through and discovered
beauxite in '91. We were engaged in
farming, never dreamed the land we
tilled was rich in a valuable mineral,
‘Qur nearest postoffice was Bryant,
| three miles north, or Benton, the
county seat, five miles west. There
were dim wagon roads to each place,
where wide graveled highways are.

‘ii:; the United States. The largest |

Left—Columbus C B_rnill, 70-year-old farmer who mined the first car of bauxite. Top center—One of
the “lakes” where ore is mined. Below-——Area where bau xite was first mined 30 years ago. Right—Felton
Gibbons who tested the first bauxite in a crude labora tory in an old store on West Markham street in Little
Rock in 1899, His father, Col. J. R. Gibbons, is known as the “Father of Bauxite.”

: Operations Begun.

Surveying and purchasing of land
was begun and Mr. Brazil was engaged
as general mine' foreman., The ore
was hauled to Bryant in wagons,
weighed on wagon scales, loaded inte
box cars, shipped to Memphis, trans-
ferred to barges and floated up the
Mississippi and Allegheny rivers to
the company’s plant at New Kensing-
ton. Young Felton took samples from
each wagon and analyzed it in his
crude laboratory.
‘Within nine months purchases were
made that guaranteed the company
sufficient ore reserves to warrant the
location of a plant in Arkansas. Col-
'onel Gibbons left Felton in charge of

“Things didn’t begin happening

' around there until about 1895. R. 8.
Perry began buying up our land. L.|

‘Storthz of Little Rock got ahead ot
lto Arkansag October 1, 1901, began

‘laying out the town and building a
'plant. He continued as general su-

‘him by purchasng a 160-acre tract,
‘the ipresent location of the plant and
town of Bauxite, He paid $6,000 for

‘it and sold it to the Pittsburgh Re-

' duction Company, now the Aluminum
"Company of America, for $40,000

‘after a carload sample of ore was

‘shipped to the company’s plant in/
Pittsburgh. The ore tested 57 per
|cent aluminum. Immediately Arkan-
'sas appeared in the spotlights amon
financial circles in the Hast. Spees
ulation ran pretty high.

Mining the First Car.

els and piled it in two rows, 40 feer
wide and three feet high. I kept a log

Then I hauled it in my wagon to
Bryant, the nearest railroad point.
I received a dollar a ton for my work
,;nd.wal glad to get the job. It re-
‘gired me and two helpers a week to
de the work.”

A quarter of a mile west from where
‘Mr. Brazil “pioneered” in the mining
of bauxite, six gigantic iron kilns, av-
‘eraging seven feet in diameter and T0
feet in length, equipped with _metal
conveyors and elevated bins, now dry
and load 50 cars daily. The ore is
‘not lifted by the hand of man between
the mines and the car. Some develop-
ment, indeed, in the bauxite mining
industry within 30 years. :

Little Rock First Headquarters.

~ In 1899 Colonel John R. Gibbons,
superintendent of the Pittsburgh Re-
d n Company’s mines in Georgia,
W t to Arkansas to buy ore prop-
erties for his company. He brought
| with him his son, Felton, who had just
graduated from Georgia Tech and had

venerated by all who knew him,

“Phe vein was mnear the surface.| 10 years before. This, however, was
We dug the ore with picks and shoy- the most valuable spot within the de-

‘heap fire burning all around it for%
72 hours. That dried and bleached it.

operations here while he went back to
Georgia to superintend operations
there until someone could be found to
take over that work. He came back

perintendent of the Arkansas works
until his death, in 1919. His name is

Felton Gibbons is superintendent of
the Norton Bauxite Company at
Bauxite. Their products are shipped
to New England where they are used
mainly in the manufacture of abras-
ives.

The $40,000 the reduction company
paid Mr. Stortz for his 160 acres would
have purchased half of Saline eounty

| posit area. The company now Owns |
6,000 acres surrounding Bauxite. The

| richest deposits of ore are found on 200

| acres near the plant.

1 Plant Established 1902.

The first dry kiln was installed in
1902. It was cylindrical, seven feet
in diameter, 30 feet long and made of
sheet iron. A steam engine furnished
the power and a wood-burning furnace
the heat. i

The modern kilns are operated by
powerful electric motors and heated
with natural gas, to a temperature of

' is about 12 feet thick. About 60 per

The depth and extent of ore de-
posits ‘are determined by, drilling test
holes in the earth. The average vein

cent of the ore is obtained by sur-
face mining, after the top soil 'is
stripped by steam shovels and road
slips. y
Fifteen miles of underground tun.
nels are laid wih portable track where
“dinky” train loads of ore are pulled
to the surface by motors equipped
with large storage batteries.

The top layer of ore is usually
harder than lower strata and has to
be crushed before going through the
kilns, Green ore varies from five to
20 per cent moisture content. Dry
ore hag less than one per cent mois-
ture when it leaves the kiln.

The color varies from yellow to
red, blue or grayish. Variation in eol-
or is due to foreign matter and does
not indicate the value of the ore or
its aluminum content. Dry -ore leaves
the kilns a creamy colored powder.
It is sent to Hast St. Louis wherej
the iron, silica and other foreign el
ements are extracted, reducing it to
a silvery white dust, b

An immense amount of electricity is
used in extracting pure aluminum.
For that reason it is sent from Hast
St. Louis to Niagara Falls, Massena, -
Ohio, Bodin, North Carolina, or Alcoa,

| Tennessee, where cheap electricity is

available. 3
About 400 pounds of aluminum 1s
obtained from an average ton of ore,
requiring the use of 27 tons of coal
and other materials and 700,000 tons
of water in the process of refining.
A ton of green ore at the mines is
worth about $2. Dry ore at the plant
about $5.50. Pure aluminum prices
vary according to prevailing market
quotations. :
Bauxite Deposits Various..
Geologists say about eight per cent

200 degrees, a heat impossible to ob-
tain with wood. These kilns are plac-
ed at a 10 per cent incline, resting on
rollers and made to revolve slowly.
The ore is poured in at the upper end
and passes through the kilns by this
revolving process, while the intense
heat and draft carry the moisture out,
in the form of steam, through large
smokestacks. The dry hot ore empties
on metal conveyors and is deposited
in elevated bing, ready to be loaded,
through “chutes,” into box cars.
Approximately 170 tons of ore were
shipped the first year, with the equip-
ment chen at hand. Now it is possi-

| taken a special course in bauxite chem-
istry at the company’s plant in Pitts- |
burgh. The Gibbons made headquar-
ters in Little Rock. The first pros-
g‘wﬁng was done from here. Young
Felton established a laboratory on the
 second floor of a store building across
the street from the old Capital hotel,
where samples of bauxite were analyz-

ed and tested for aluminum content.
"~ (olonel Gibbons made his way into
'Saline county by buggy and team over
almost imps e roads. Columbus

Brazil, living near the point of Dr.
Br s gry‘.wwn one of the
o . e‘ e

ble to ship 600,000 tong annually,
with improved machinery.
Twenty-three miles of portable
track, 11 “dinky” coal burning loco-
motives and 900 two-ton tilt-body

of the earth’s crust, to a depth of 10

| miles, and one per cent of the en-
' tire earth is aluminum.

This valuable mineral was first dis-

' covered by a French chemist, P. Ber-

thier, in 1821, at Les Beaux, France.
The word “bauxite” (pronounced
box-ite) originated there many years
later. ~ The richst bauxite deposits
known are in France. French ore av-
erages 62 per cent aluminum. Atk
ansas ore, the hest in America, aver-
ages b7 per cent, ;

Bauxite is found in paying quanti-
ties in . Australia, Hungary, Italy,
the Guianas, Brazil, Ireland, Ger-
many, Roumania, Spain, Iugqslana,
Africa, India, Venezuela, Russia and
China.

In the United tSates, it is fonnfi
only in Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi,

cars have replaced the endless lines

ore from mines to mill.
. The company employs between 800
and 2,000 people, in the mines, at
the plant and in the offices, during
normal operations and the annual pay-
101l often exceeds a million dollars. -

of mule-drawn wagons, carrying the’

Tennessee and Arkansas.
 Bauxite is used in the manufacture
of artificial abrasives, refractories,
‘alum, refining oil and in various chen_x-
ical compouds. Its greatest value is
'in the metallic aluminum.

We think of aluminum in terms of
shiny pans, kettles and other kitchen
utensils.  Such articles are to the
ﬁinﬁmm i:ﬂutry what nai.l:na:e r‘:

iron industry—only a small part.
alf the Amﬁel’n’qut_put is con-

the suan:ﬂ“ in automobiles. ~Airplanes are

World|

. Bauxite a Model Town.

One usually thinks of a “company-
owned” mining town as an accumula-
tion of shacks or hovels, in which the
families of the miners stay while the
men dig out a pitiful existence in
dangerous, ill-ventilated underground
mines; no social life or religious en-
vironment, little school, if any, mno
system of sanitation or modern con-
veniences, commissaries where em-
plt_)yec are forced to buy their sup-
plies at exhorbitant prices—places
where the big bosses drive out from
fine city homes in luxurious automo-
biles to tell the laborers what to do.

Such is not the case at Bauxite.
Since its beginning there have been
but three general superintendents,
Colonel Gibbons, John T. Fuller and
the present one, R. L. Branting. Each
has exhibited more than a mere in-
terest in their company’s individual
welfare. They have worked diligent-
ly for the comfort, peace and -happi-
ness of the community, in which they
live and are a vital part.

The streets are graded and oiled.
Homes provided for the employes,
though not so elaborate, are well ar-
ranged, neat, econvenient and comfort-
able. Malaria, typhoid and similar

diseases are unknown because of

strietly enforced sanitary measures.
A modern hospital and a nine
months’ free school, including a four- |
year high school, are maintained, even
through the depression. A city park,
athletic field, golf course and com- |
munity house facilitate athletie |
sports, recreation . and get-together
meetings. Its churches are well at-|
tended and exert a religious influ-
ence over the community. These
benefits are extended gratis to the
surrounding districts.

8he people, from garbage haulers
and ditch diggers to the general sup-
erintendent, except a few negro labor-
ers, are white American  citizens
whose honor, integrity and self re-
spect are reflected in their well
kept premises, flower gardens and
|| mowed. lawns. Modern conveniences
are supplied at minimum costs and
no sovereign right otherwise accord-
ed a free people is denied any em-

-

inety per cent of the homes have
a piano or other musical instrument
and the town has a well organized

brass band. y

The company spends between $30.-
000 and $40,
tain these stan
addition to paying a similar amount
in county and state taxes and a $16-
000 state severance tax.

Laziness, defaming gossip, drunk-
enness or trouble making are not tol-
erated. The result is a free intelli-
gent and contented people.

A system of forest protection and
| reclamation is practiced on the thou-
sands of wooded acres surrounding
the town. Forest fires are suppress-
ed and the timber crop is harvested

/| ture lakes have formed in low places
|| where millions of tons of precious ore
have been mined. Mother nature is
| returning to these barren places,
| slowly reclaiming her own. She re-
decorates them with fringes of pine
and cedar. It is a long tedious
process but aided by the watchful
care and protection of the company
wide ugly gashes in the yellowish-red
|earth are beginning to heal and be-
| come beautiful again. - vy
A mﬁlt:a after all bauxite ore
| and mil

!

each years to main-

for its people, in-

| systematically. . Picturesque minia-

|

i




‘Would > St
“To ‘the Editor of the Gazette:

" One of Arkansas’s most noted indus- |

_tries is the mining of bauxite ore—but
she does not have a monopoly on it as

' the legislature seems to think. The pro- |

‘posed tax on bauxite will not bring in
any revenue but it will throw hundreds

of Arkansas men out of work, simply be- |

cause the Aluminum Company of Amer-

jca can get their ore from their plants |

in South America, Georgia, Alabama
and Tennessee. True there are a few
small plants in Arkansas that do not
mine in other states, but they would
have to close down for how can they
compete with plants in other states that
are not taxed? Surely no other com-
‘pany has considered the welfare of its

lemployes as have the bauxite compa- |

A . \4 W. A. Hinser.

- cartel.

| ?
num Compagnie in Switzerland, is

rgg

Swest Home, Ark.

Inside Story Of

Pubg ot Mgridien,l
<o Aluminum
Orlear!rnfﬂ

American Progress

Mellon’s Gang Have Things
- Their Own Way In This
- Huge Monopoly

' WA%%MTK.—'P roof that

Andrew Mellon and his family
have been shattering the lives and
businesses ,of little men through
their one-family control of one of
the most heartlessly vicious indus-
trial monopolies in the world, came
last month in a report on the
aluminum  industry, submitted

to the National Industrial Rela--

tions Board by Lon Henderson, di-
rector of the NRA Research and
Planning Division.

Since this proof was a matter
of presentation from one branch of
NRA to another, the charges were
in language appropriately mild in
cognizance of the fact that noth-
ing will be done about it. Con-
tained in this mild-mannered re-
port, however, is a picture of
capitalistic chattel slavery as it is
created and maintained by such
men as Mellon and his ilk.

. The report shows that through
control of the entire aluminum in-
dustry both here and in Canada,

~ and hence through control of the

International Aluminum Cartel of
the world and domination of raw
material prices, Mellon has monop-
olized preduction and controlled
prices to the extermination of
nearly all small competition.

The report pointed out that prior
to 1928 the aluminum-making fa-
cilities of Canada were owned by
the Aluminum Company of Amer-
ica, a Mellon-controlled corpora-
tion, but in the latter year a sep-
arate corporation, Aluminum, Ltd.,

- was set up, while the control re-

mained in the same hands as pre-
viously. :
. Melion & Family

A chart in the appendix showed
that the family and associates of
Andrew W. Mellon, former Secre-
tary of the Treasury, controlled
1,023,100:shares of the stock of the
American concern, or 69.2 per cent
of the total issued, and 433,078

shares, or 73.3 per cent, of the

stock of Aluminum, Ltd.

“Accordingly, it is not surpris-:;
ing that, although Canada is the'

world’s largest aluminum exporter,
this country has never competed
in the United States market with
domestic aluminum,” the report
adds. “Practically all of the Ca-
nadian aluminum that has come to
the United States has. been han-
dled by the Aluminum Company
of America. i

 “Approximately equal amounts

of aluminum are produced on the
North American continent and in
Europe. The European aluminum

~ producing companies can be di-

vided into two groups, viz: mem-

- bers of the international cartel and

‘non-member countries.
. [Cartel Controls All

“The aluminum making facili-
‘ties of the latter group are, how-
ever with one small and insignifi-

- cant exception, financially con-

trolled by the members of the
The actual result is that
international cartel, which is

A 1 1 Al A

¢ business policies for all Euro-

a dominant factor in the forma.tion“

nce for the United States
basis of the fact that Can-
ada, which is so closely tied to the
American aluminum company, be-
came:a member of the interna-
tional cartel late in 1931.

© “As the cartel contract has not
been made public there is some
doubt as to how far the cartel
regulation of the industry goes. It
is certain that the cartel fixed the
raw. aluminum price for European
markets and prescribes a manda-
tory rate curtailment of produc-
tion' if markets are in a depressed
state.

“Compliance of members to car-
tel edicts is made most effective
by a provision which authorizes
the above-mentioned Alliance
Aluminum Compagnie to finance
distressed stocks of aluminum, but
makes such financing contingent
on the adherence to the curtail-
ment of production program.”

The report considers the vari- :

s charges made by independents

and ‘the West Bauxite Mining Com-
pany, both incorporated under the laws -

of Delaware, but with headquarters at
West Bauxite, Saline county, filed cop-
jes of their articles of incorporation

in the secretary of state’s office yes-

terday and designated resident agents.
The Arkansas Bauxite Corporation is
capitalized at $30,000, with A. B. Prick-
ett of Little Rock, president, and L. B.
Burrow and F. J. Venner, other incor-
| porators.
| talized at $10,000, with C. H. McGregor
| of Little Rock, president, and L. B. Bur-

| row and L. J. Harrington, incorpora-,

| tors.

Jacks Thomas Paint Company of
| Clarendon, articles of incorporation;
| capital stock, $300; incorporators, J. P.

Jacks, E. J. Thomas and E. Thomas.

The other company is capi-

rkansas Bauxite Holdings
Cited by Concern Seek-
0t ing ,Fewgeral ‘Aid.
@)‘/L/\v‘vb&ud—-&;}—a :
R .

Monigomery, Ala., Aug. 2 (#).—The
Alabama Industrial Authority announc-
ed tonight that the Standard Alumi~
num‘Al}oy Corporation of Chicago, Il1.,
had -reéquested theé authority to open
‘negotiations with the National Emer-
gency Council in Washington ‘for fi-

nancing .a $20,000,000 aluminum plant
at Decatour, Ala. ' ’

‘ products derived from bai
approximately half of all the bauxit
)roce in this country is converted
into chemical products rather than
metal. Production of aluminum in Ar-

enter their attention

‘| kansas is as impossible as the abolition

of all forms of taxation. It can be done
but it is economically unsound.
Production of one ton of aluminum
requires five tons of Dbauxite and
twenty-seven tons of other mater-
ials, few, if any, of which are available
in Arkansas. It is preposterous to as-
sume that a producer would move 27
tons of material from distant portions
of the country to Saline or Pulaski
county to combine it with five tons -of
bauxite when it is possible to move the
bauxite to a central point near the

be negliginle.

ower is an important

in this respect, Arkansas
situated as Alabama. In the coal

supply of power which could be pro-

duced at the mines at a rate compar-

able to that in Alabama.

| In closing let us say that it is a

~well known fact among engineering

' circles that the technical problems con-

nected with aluminum refining in Ar-

' kansas has been solved. :

' W. S. McAllister.
James Allen.

Little Rock. 5

Says Bauxite Offers Arkansas A
» Wonderful ngortunity.

95 BT R :
To the Editor of ghe Gazette:

Renewed discussion of the industrial

' posits of Arkansas there lies a potential

The authority was created under a
“New Deal” act of the Alabama leg-
islature  to encourage new industries
' to locate. in Alabama, and assist these
industries in -obtaining loans from the

1 Field Work in Survey of Bauxite

against the Aluminum Company
of America, especially those relat-
ing to alleged monopoly price, and
points out, as previous reports
have, that the Aluminum Company
has predominant control of raw
materials and 100 per cent control
of the production of domestic vir-
gin ingot.

In the fabricating field, the re-
port states that the company “no
doubt enjoys the advantages
which are naturally inherent in
the integration of all the stages
of production.”

Regarding -the accusation of un-
fair price-cutting in fabricated
product markets, it was said that
“no definite conclusion can be
reached because of the incomplete-
ness of such cost data as have
been disclosed and the fact that no
general price lists are published
for company products.”

. Price Domination

The “domination” of raw or un-
finished aluminum prices in this
country by the Aluminum Com-
pany of America was also report-
|ed by NRA. As a result of the
istudy the NRA governing board
| renewed the controverted alumi-|
{num code until June 16 without
the fair trade practice provisions. |

Several independent aluminuml
fabricators have charged the alum-
inum company with attempting to|
squeeze them out of business by
fixing the prices of their raw ma-
terial and thén turning out fab-
ricated metal in competition at
prices less than those of the raw |
material plus fabrication costs.

In regard to these complaints
the report said in part:

“In some lines of fabrication
the aluminum company’s costs ap-
| pear to be below those of the oth-
lers, and there is nothing to indi-

cate that the company indulged in
unfair methods of price competi-
tion. In other instances there is
evidence that the company sold
below cost of fabrication or at
|least without allowing a profit

CONSTRUCTION OF
PLANT UNDER WAY

New' Bauxite Operation Located '
South of  City on Arch
Street Pi
s S5

Construction of a bauxite
3 plant has
be'en begun by the American Cyana-
mgd Company of New York about five
miles south of Little Rock on the Arch
Street, pike,' it was reported vesterday.
It was 'sald that the plant when com-
plet_ed will represent an investment of
:norzeo than $6,000 and will employ 15
Lo men in addition to w
the bauxite mines. 5oy
The new plant is near th
s 'he plant of
the Qeneral Abrasives Company. The
Apn;erican Cyanamid Company also
operates a bauxite plant at Gooamaﬂ -
burg, near Bauxite. ;

Completed. .
e oy 5
\The field work on a PWA project for
a survey of the bauxite areas of Saline Attorney General A. A. Carmichael,
and Pulaski counties has been complet~ | oo/ ority* commissioner, said the re-
ed by the United States Geological Sur- | quest would be acted upon next Wed-
vey, Dr. G. C. Branner, state geologist, | necday,

said yesterday. The survey was started | - rpha request stated that the corpora-
last July and cost approximately $12,- |tion owns extensive bauxite ore. prop-
000. Fifty-five test holes were drilled gries in Saline county. Arkansas, and’
to an average depth of 150 feet, with ‘plans to produce pig aluminum from
the deepest being 464 feet. The object ihjs ore at a huge reduction plant
of the survey was to determine as near- gt Decatur, using electricity from the
ly as possible the boundaries of the Tennessee Valley Authority and coal
area within which bauxite deposits may |from the Birmingham district.
pe expected to be found. The Arkansas | The ‘attorney general said that he
Geological Department probably will | understood -the plant. would employ
publish a report on the survey when |thousands of people, and that the ul-
the field notes are edited. [timate investment, if the plan carries

PROTEST DIRECTED -« eavenns aveonon s e
10 ALUMINUM FIRM

Arkansas Suggested as Plant
Location by C. of C.

government to finance their establish-
ment and. operation.

A NATURAL QUESTION IN THE
BAUXITE STATE,

A Pine Bluff reader asks why Ala-
bama and not Arkansas should be
selected for a proposed $20,000,000
plant to produce pig aluminum from
Arkansas bauxite.

This project is in the promotional

i stage at present, but it should be
_Presndent. informative and useful to find out

CU“‘"‘l % why the state that produces practi-

A letter protesting:proposed 1°Cta%°en cally all the domestic aluminum ore,
c o S30000.000 shuninum pant 8 DE. i, was passed by for anather
even passing consideration was written state as a location for procs_ssmg the
yesterday by Henry H. Tucker, president ore into metal. g— | q- 3%

of the Little Rock Chamber of Com- a s
merce, to‘the Aluminum Company of Several things that might have 2

America, Pittsburgh, Pa, 4
Bauxite is the principal ere from selves tentatively. ’JA.)LTtv
| which aluminum is manufactured. and plant for reducing bauxite and
| Arkansas is a large producer of ~the % #
0 refining aluminum must have abun-

| ore. §
| Mr. Tucker's letter follows: .| dant, cheap supplies of a special type
| “On August 3 an Associated PresS of coal, and of electric power. De-

| article carried information that . the .
Alabama Industrial Authority announc- catur, Ala., lies convenient to the

ed that the Standard Aluminum Alloy coking coal deposits of the Birming-
Corporation of Chicago, ‘Ill, had re- ham area. It lies in the zone where

quested the Authority to open' negotia- . A
tions . with the ‘National Emergency TVA proposes to sell electric power

Council in- Washington for financing a at minimum rates.
$20,000,000 aluminum plant at Decatur,| The question of freight rates and

Ala.  The article continues to recite ...acs to markets may come in. Ala-

that the corporation owns extensive i _
| Lauxite ~properties in Saline county, bama lies east of the “Mississippi
| Arkansas. : crossing” points which increase the

| “Knowing as we do that your sub- |cost of freight shipments into and
sidiary, the Republic Mining and Manu- | s P ;

facturing Corporation, holds title to the §°ut of Arkansas. :
most extensive body of bauxite in Sa-| The Alaqua leg}slature created a
| line county, we are quite concerned state Industrial Authority to encour-

as to the article in question. It is the _ 2 ;
B la? of ihe. Little Rock Chamben of 88°:Dew. industriés: o come intoghe

| have been. cirected to it and remarks government loans. In fact it was an

| that have been made to ifs officials,
that the people of the state of Arkansas appucatl.on by an aluminum Pr?ducts
| will regard it as an unforgivable af- corporation for the authority’s as-
| front to their prestige and to their sistance in negotiating with the Na-
economic destinies if such action were

taken by your corporation or any al- tiona] Emergency Council at Wash- minerals
ington that brought this Decatur|

filiates, particularly if such action were
taken without an investigation as
| to the possibilities of obtaining equal- | project into the news.
ly satisfactory operating overhead with-
in this state. It is our feeling that
Arkansas possesses the background for

bearing on the matter suggest them- '

Commerce, from communications that state and assist them In obtaining |

The better we know our situation it be for the state.
with respeect to various forms of in-
the development of a real aluminum in- dustry the surer the steps we can ‘,\

other necessary constituents. possibilities in Arkansas’s bauxite de-
It this isn’t sufficient to demonstrate | posits is gratifying because for the first
that aluminum as an Arkansas product| time, at least during the last six years,
is out of the question there is still an- communications to the Gazette upon
other obstacle which would make it im- | this subject are constructive rather
possible. Shortly before completion of | than destructive. It was with this ob-
‘Carpenter Dam the writer had occasion | jective that the writer was prompted . to
to make an exhaustive study of the address to you recently the communi-
possibility of -aluminum production to | cations which seem finally to have
discover that if an aluminum plant had ' aroused Arkansas who realize what the
access to every kilowatt of power avail- state is neglecting.
able in Arkansas, leaving. none for It is to be hopsd that this interest
lights or the multiplicity of other uses, will increase, to the end that Arkansas
this power would be sufficient only for will forget aluminum and direct its at-
the operation of a plant employing 54 tention to the marvelous opportunity to
lworkers. Production of aluminum re- convert its bauxite into abrasives and
quires power in quantities available at the many chemicals derived from it.
lonly a few points in the country and The demand in the Southwest for
it must be power in excess of all other alum alone is sufficient to warrant the
needs and, consequently, available at a  establishment of an alum plant in Pu-
lcost of only a few mills per kilowatt. laski or Saline county. The bauxite is
‘How much would a 54-man aluminum there and the necessary sulphuric acid
plant mean to Arkansas if it left homes is easily obtainable from Louisiana. Raw-
without lights, without power to run bauxite, caustic soda and water, mixed
ice machines, dark streets, no tele- and brought to the boiling point pro-
phones or telegraph lines, and so on? = ‘duces probably the world’s most effective
Dudley V. Haddock. water softener. Cement manufactured
of bauxite, such as is generally usad
. = throughout Europe, hardens in 24 hours
Says Arkansas Should Re.lize It to the point which ordlnarydportl;r;‘d
: No Bauxi opoly. cement attains only after 28 days. The
Has No Bauxite Mon P‘.yft S*“ drill the dentist employs to prepm:.a.l
TP U he cavity and the‘common ‘“‘emery” whee
To the Editor of the Came: in the garage and machine shop are
Much has been said and written 1€~ . opin0 “hore than bauxite treated in
cently concerning the proposed alumi-l a certain manner. In brief the field is
num plant in Alabama. It is a logical S0 0yongin this direction Arkansans
location not only from the power VIEW=) 4,514 nang their heads in shame for
point—for the excess output of having wasted their time thinking
power plants at Muscl_e Shoals and:about i rainis.
Norris Dam will be available—but fof ""p )00y nqerstand that the writer is
the assembly of the necessary 27 tons . o%cooping to be critical. He regards
of cryolite, limestone, soda ash, ﬂour-j‘ Arkansas us one of the mosb wonderful
spar, the by-products of the coal tali'mcl one of the most attractive areas on
and oil industries and the five tons O iy " o) one byt believes its good people
bauxite, the materials from Which 0 goce g of far more than they are
comes one ton of aluminum. mas]‘derlving from it. It is for this reason |
much as the 27 tons of other materialiy o "o p soops to interest them in get-
{originate within the area or are Pro- |, joun to earth and making use of
| duced east of the Mississippl river, the > of its greatest natural assets.
| freight rate for their movement to Ala- Dudley V. Haddock.
bama is favorable. %
Arkansas should, and sor;te' dﬁym‘ﬁ:{‘ :
a multitude of che . 7
gﬁﬁgis and abrasives from its bauxite. -Lleuten.ant Governcr Ac!vocates
That field today offers the state ifs “High Tax on Bauxite.
greatest industrial 9pportunitg but_agi- b s i
tation for the production of aluminum‘j Clarksville, ' Ark., Seﬁt. 7 (#).~—Lieut.'
will postpone its attainment. The In- #Gov. Lee Cazort, addressing a Demo-
dustrial Committee of the State Plan-/cratic rally here tonight, demanded that
ning Board  should conduct a special Arkansas levy a high tax on bauxite,
| study of the possible use for bauxite, furnish free text hooks for.school chil-
| ignoring® aluminum entirely and ¢en- dren and sponsor; government owner-
J‘terlng its attention upon chemical de- ship of utility companies. ‘
! rivaties. | “I am not running for office and this
| Someone recently referred to Arkan-‘is not demagoguery,” Cazort said. l
sas as the “Blunder” rather than the' He said the state should “double, tri- 1
“wonder” state. Certainly the term IS ple or even quadruple the present rates” |
appropos when one remembers the many on bauxite as the first movement in a |
errors of commission and omission Of system of higher taxes on the rich. |
' the past but no one familiar with the Free text books should be supplied ' A
ardent love of the average Arkansanio the eighth grade, he said. Br; /
for his state and his interest in its a4-¢lared that the way out of unemf
vancement would assert that the blun-ment is not through relief but by a re
ders were deliberate. Rather the miS-'tyrn of the unemployed to the farms.
takes have been due to a lack Of The rally was sponsored by the
knowledge of what Arkansas possessed Clarksville Young Democrats Club.

and what use may be made of it. So fat— -~
as bauxite, or alumina, 1s concerned, it ARKANSAS AND ITS BAUXITE
AND INDUSTRY. ‘

'is the most plentiful of all the earthi’.s
it is found in every cubic - @ |
foot of earth on the globe—and the A national concern owning lar
|quicker Arkansans vealize they have bauxite properties in Saline county
|anything but a monopoly the better will seeking a $20,000,000 federal loan
erect a plant at Decatur, Ala., to con-
E
vert this Arkansas ore into pig
— aluminum. A Pine Bluff reader of the

Tampa, Fla.

Tampa, Fla.

Dudley V. Haddock.
Tampa, Fla.

dustry and that the establishment of take toward industrial growth and  Believe That Aluminum Can B Gazette asked the natural questio

such an enterprise or enterprises with-
in Arkansas would meet with high fa-

zenship. = Certainly, the citizenship of certain industries.
this state will not view with equanimity
an operation in which the final result
is that it has been denuded of a valua-

toward removing conditions that may [ \
i i i 4 stand in the way of our obtaining | -~/ - —?_—P— A%
vor and the consideration of its citi | te‘é

Rgfiped in Arkansas. ' Why not build the plant in Arkansas,

where the ore is mined?

| To the Editor of the Gazet
Dudley V. Haddock, former secre-

In this column last Sunday there ag

Manufacture of Aluminum In|peared an article by a Dr. Haddock (1ary of the Arkansas State Chamber

ble asset without reasonable attending
return to its people.

“It may be that the corporation list-~
ed is not a subsidiary of your corpora-
tion and that you do not contemplate
at this time any increase in your pres-
ent operations. If such is the case we
would appreciate such information as
you can give us regarding the com-
pany under question.”

Arkansas Declared Impossible.

| To' the Editor of the Gazette: :
. At a legislative committee hearing

sas high school challenged me fo a duel
because I took issue with his assertion

the bauxite
United States. After some argument
he suggested that current textbooks and
Arkansas promotional material must be
all wrong—which they are.

| His lack of knowledge was on a
| parity with that of thousands of Ar-

8 .L.""‘s 4 was

last winter the principal of an Arkan- |

| that Arkansas produces 90 per cent of
consumed within the personal opinion.

Tampa, Florida in which he stated thi of Commerce, answered from Tampa,

absurd to think of refinir
“aluminum in Arkansas, and proceedse
to tell why.
. It is in the cause of our own sta
that we are challenging his statement
Although we are not certain as to ti
source of his information, the followir
is from a reliable source, unbiased
(Industrial chemist
by Riegel). In the Hall process (t
only commercial one) the only rs
material used in appreciable amount
bauxite. Although aluminum is o

Fla. He said that to make one ton of
pig aluminum it is necessary to as-
semble only five tons of bauxite, buf
27 tons of cryolite, limestone, soda
ash, fluor-spar and other substances
that can be transported to Alabama
at freight rates more favorable than
those prevailing west of the Missis-
sippi river. Therefore the practical
‘thing is to move five tons of Arkan-

of the most plentful elements in t
earth, it is common knowledge th

kansans who are eternally suggesting
that the st.ae‘e, hien tiun ur bauxite is the only abundant minex

sary. Cryolite comes

sas bauxite to Alabama rather than
bring 27 tons of ot chemical mate-

from which the metal can be woni2l 10 Arkansas. Z
and Arkansas contains one of the few
deposits of bauxite profitable to work.
Other than bauxite, an initial supply
of cryolite and custic soda is necu-j



wh

abrasives and a wide range of other !
products of chemical industry. i
urged Arkansans to center their at-

tentlon on the chemical industrie

uxite as thelr chief raw ma-| ments ion
~q, 19 >y Wonderful opportunities are here for.
Pub! ion of Mr. Haddock’s com- | the production k:iu chemicals and abra-
B brought letters :ay. | sives from Ar as bauxite and the
munication bt lo mdl!‘;!:::d time and market conditions are ripe for
eral Gazette readers who their development awaiting only the
| disposition of capital to invest. Re-
: duction of bauxite to aluminum how-
with him in some particulars. But ever is a large and complex business

that was all e gbod. _ requiring many millions of capital and
" cellent tmngt:othhi e an experienced and skilled organiza-
/ ve free discussion tjon of chemists and engineers.

| of such matters as these. The information given by Mr. Had-
Arkansas has certain advantages 90Ck about the raw materials used in

and certsin ‘reduction of bauxite to aluminum “orig-
: disadvantages as respects: jnate within the area or are produced

dﬂferent.lines and branches of in- east of the WMississippi river” is in-
dustry. The practical and construc- €xact. ~All cryolite comes from Ice-

) land. Limestone is plentiful in Arkan-
tive course is to find for what in- ™ rar0e and modern plants now

dustries the conditions here are most product caustic soda and soda ash at
| favorable, and whether disadvantages Batcn Rouge, Lake Charles and Corpus
‘that exist for other industries can not CPrist. By-products of the coal tar
Vg and oil industries are found nearer |
‘be removed. 1If, for instance, Arkan- to Little Rock than to the reduction
sas is a disadvantageous location for] plant of the Aluminum Company at
an aluminum plant but can produce East St. Louis.
E i | Mr. Haddock says “so far as bauxite
a multitude of chemical products and | ;" ajumina is concerned, it is the most
abrasives from the bauxite, we should | plentiful of all the earth’s minerals—

be making every effort to make the it is found in every cubic foot of earth

acter as one announcing that iron ex-

/| is no nearer being in commercial form

":‘-,' ica Replles to C. Of C. Chemists have worked for many

e in aluminum oxide and they have met

: 'rhe luminum Company of Ameriea, | commercial use is found only in baux-

in Arkansas, has no intention of es- counties, in Arkansas, have a practical

ﬂﬂﬁl‘ﬂhd Alloy Company of chicagoqgu negligible, being only some 10,000

 Decatur, Ala., Henry H. Tucker, presi- 000 to 400,000 tons.

- Mr. Tucker wrote the Aluminum Com-
_and, if so, why Arkansas had received
‘dent of the company, said he had re-
interested in a Southern refinery. Its

4
I

_most of these opportunities on the globe—and the quicker Arkan-
' : ; “monopoly the better it will be for the
i 0% Dl ; ‘ |ists throughout the world or that gold
EE | ¥ ] : imay be extracted from ocean water.
. ' or quantity than is the iron oxide
© years in efforts to extract alumina from
President’s Inquiry.
% = ]with no commercial success.
|ite (hydrated aluminum oxide) and the
‘tablishing a Southern refinery and 1s!monopoly of this ore in North America.
|to 15,000 tons a year, -as against a
dent of the Little Rock Chamber of ~ While we do not treat and process
‘pany of America to ask whether it was
no consideration from the company.
uivzd similar letters from other South-
ore Is now refined at East St. Louis,

¢ e - -~} sas realize they have anything but a
i , ' This statement is of the same char-
The aluminum which is “so abundant”
Aluminum Company of Amer- or the gold.
]cltys running 40 per cent, or higher,
CEANE A :z &3
The ore of aluminum available for
which has extensive bauxite operations; fact Temidins that Pulask sud. Seline
not connected with the Standard Alumi- The production of Georgia and Alabama
which is planning to build a plant at | normal production in Arkansas of 350,
Commerce, was informed yesterday.
interested in the proposed Decatur plant
Roy A. Hunt of Pittsburgh, Pa., presi-
_ states but that his firm was not

the ore, we do hold a pratical monopoly
on it, and can hope that the time will |
soon come when we will have plants
in Arkansas to process and finish chem-{
icals and abrasives, As Mr. Haddock
| says “this field today offers the' state its
| greatest industrial opportunity.”

| John F. Evans.

| Little Rock.

Big Aluminum

 says Arkansas Should Realize It
) Has No Bauxite Monopoly.

To the Editor of the Gazette:

- Much has been said and written re-
‘cently concerning the proposed alumi-
‘num plant in Alabama. It is & logical |
location not only from the power view-
point—for the excess output of the |
power plants at Muscle Shoals and |
Norris Dam will be available—but for |
the assembly of the necessary 27 tons |
of cryolite, limestone, soda ash, flour-
spar, the by-products of the coal tar
and oil industries and the five tons of |
bauxite, the materials from which
comes one ton of aluminum. Inas-
much as the 27 tons of other material
originate within the area or are pro-
duced east of the Mississippi river, the
freight rate for their movement to Ala-
‘bama is favorable.

muiltitude of chemical

Clay Silicate
Deposit Found

Obs 14138

| Special to the Gazette.

Batesville, Dec. 13.—What is believed
to be one of the greatest discoveries of
aluminum silicate clay in the United
States is claimed here by J. P. Hern-
don, 50, lumber manufacturer of Bates-
bille. The accidental find made about
30 days ago is located 40 miles northeast
of here, in Lawrence county, and 10
| miles north of the Missouri Pacific rail-

road.
~ Arkansas should, and some day will, “ M Wiridon. made. hik #ird whils

produce a

products and abrasives from its bauxite.

That field today offers the state its
| greatest industrial opportunity but agi-
| tation for the production of aluminum
will postpone its attainment. The In-|
' dustrial Committee of the State Plan-

study of the possible use for bauxite,
ignoring aluminum entirely and cen-
tering its attention upcn chemical de-

ning Board should conduct a special 'phia, Chicago and Little Rock.
| Geologists from all three places pro-

prospecting for lead and zinc. The
aluminum deposit was found on the edge
of a creek bed where water had washed
the dirt away from the chalky rock sub-
stance. He did not know at first what
he had found. He chipped off pieces
and sent them to assayers in Philadel-

(nounced it a rich aluminum silicate
' clay. Assayers in Chicago went so far

"  as to predict that if the material could

- Someone recently referred to Arkan-
g the “Blunder” rather than the

“Wonder” state. Certainly the term is
‘appropos when one remembers the many
‘errors of commission and omission of
the past but no one familiar with the
‘ardent love of the average Arkansan
for his state and his interest in its aé-
‘vancement would assert that the blun-
. ders were deliberate. Rather the mis-
‘takes have been due to a lack of
knowledge of what Arkansas possesses
‘and what use may be made of it. So far
as bauxite, or alumina, is concerned, it
is the most plentitul of all the earth’s

Jbe found in large quantities and prop-
onto a valuable find. Eastern capital-
are making efforts to buy the lands, it

| The assay was pronounced ‘the purest;r
ever seen of its type” by state geolo-
Mr. Herndon has bought 120 acres of
this land and says that he has ex-
red in various sections and found
same chalk rock bed. He said that
he has dug & hole 40 feet deep and still
did not reach the end of the chalk bed.
mﬁ” farm houses surround the ter-
i

. Land in this vicinity has been
cheaply since it could not be

| ported.

ists have heard of the discovery and this one producer, he said.

: A

State $5,032

il 0 b i B2 :

Severance tax collections resulting
from audits of records of five bauxite
producers and one lime producer by J.
Fred Brown, state severance tax agent,
amount to $5,032.16, Dr. G. C. Branner,
state geologist, reported to state Comp-
troller Griffin Smith yesterday. : i
_ The severance tax agent was appoint-
ed by Dr. Branner July 15 under Act
286 of 1935 providing for such an agent
to work under direction of the state
Geological Survey to determihe whether
provisions of the severance tax law have

\ been complied with fully.

Transmitting a report on activities of
the severance tax agent from July 15 to
December 15, Dr. Branner wrote the
comptroller that two of the five bauxite
producers have paid $4,463.77 and the
lime producer $568.39, without litiga-
tion, to adjust underpayments which ex-
tended over several years. $

Mr. Brown now is engaged in audit-
ing records of seven natural gas gasoline
extraction plants. Dr. Branner said
Revenue Commissioner Earl R. Wise-
man has co-operated in the investiga-
tions and has furnished Mr. Brown an
assistant from time to time.

Brown’s report to Dr. Branner ex-
plained that bauxite is produced and
sold either as green ore, as dried ore, or
as calcined ore, depending on market
requirements. d

Green ore, which is ore in its natural
state, contains an average of about 13
per cent free molsture and in addition
about 30 per cent chemically combined
moisture, the report said.

'Recovéry of

\

Tax Reported'

Severance Tax Agent Re-
ports on Collection of

it Levies.
Qie, L2+1935 ,
The state recovered $5,032.16 in |

delinguent severance taxes from two |
bauxlt/e_prpducers and one lime pro- |
ducer during the period from July
15 to December 15, J. Fred Brown, |
severance tax agent, reported yes-
terday to Dr. George g Branner,
state geologist.

The report, showing an audit of|
the five companies producing baux- |
ite in Arkansas, was forwarded to !
Comptroller Griffin Smith by the!
state geologist. In addition to the
investigation of books of bauxite
companies, which showed tax of
$4,463.77 due the state, Mr. Brown
investigated one lime company and
collected tax totaling $568.39.

The severance tax agent, working
under provisions of Act 286 of 1935,
now is engaged in an audit of books
of seven natural gas gasoline extrac-
tion plants. All collections of delin-
quent severance taxes to date have
been made without court action, it
was pointed out.

“The purpose of preparing these
various audits was to determine the
value of the crude ore at the point
of severance and to require all pro-
ducers to report and pay on an equal
basis,” Mr. Brown reported. ‘“The
amount of back taxes which has been
received will equalize the taxes of
all producers for the past five years.”

As a result of the audits, produc-
ers were advised that a new sched-
ule for computing the amount of tax
would be effective after November
1, 1935. They were advised _that
they were to multiply their dried ore
sales by 1.15 and their calcined ore
sales by 1.65 to ascertain the correct
tonnage to be valued at $2.25 per ton.
This valuation is to be changed as
market and cost conditions require,

 Mr. Brown said.

“I estimate that the additional rev-

| enues from these new rates will ex-

ceed $3,000 per year, this estimate
being based on the past four years’
distribution of sales,” Mr: Brown re-
The new schedule set up,
for collection of severance tax on

erly mined, Mr. Herndon had stumbled }ime will increase by two-thirds the

amount of tax paid to the state by

:

Producers have, so far, shown a

was said. ! willingness to co-operate with M. |

Brown in arriving at a fair estimate
of the severance taxes due, Dr.
Branner said. et ;




The F lrst Important Southern Activity in Connection
With the Aluminum Industry Began

in Arkansas at Bauxite.
By GEORGE R. GIBBONS

Senior Vice Presideﬁt Aluminum Company of America.

(George R. Gibbons, the author of the fol-

'.lowiny article, reproduced with special per-

mission from the Manufacturers Record, is

 the son of the late Col. John R. Gibbons,
: who established and was superintendent of

- Company’s plant at Bauxite. Colonel Gib-

the Republic Mining and Manufacturing
bons remained as head of the plant until his

ﬁeath in 1919. His widow, the mather of the

author of this article, still resides at Bauzite.
Colonel Gibbons was transferred to Arkan-
sas from Georgia by the Aluminum Company
of America, which established the plant at

" Bauzite.)

It mea.sured in tons, consumed alumi-

1__num ranks fifth in the scale of metals.

‘This is truly remarkable when it is re-

< -cal,led‘ that the commercial history of

aluminum is less than 50 years old and
that it has attained this rank in compe-
tition with other metals and materials

‘whose uses are centuries old. It is all the

- bers that bauxite,

more interesting in relation to the devel-
opment of the South when one remem-
the ore from which
aluminum is extracted. was found in com-
mercial quantities in Georgia about a half

- century ago, and that the hydro-electric

possibilities of the South were recognized
within the past quarter century.

The discovery by Charles Martin Hall,
a 22-year-old . lad, at Oberlin, O., made

_ bossible the modern commercial develop-

ment of the aluminum industry. Interested
in chemistry from boyhood, after his grad-
uation from Oberlin College in 1885, Hall

. pursued his efforts to solve the metallur-

gical riddle of aluminum which had in-
trigued scientists since early in the Nine-
teenth century. He worked in an impro-
vised laboratory in the “back woodshed”
of his home. Believing that the electrolytic

~ process was the method by which alumi-
- num could be produced on a commercially

successful scale, Hall patiently followed
‘this line of experimentation until success

—finally ecrowned his efforts on the morn-

ing of February 23, 1886. Using molten

- cryolite as a bath in which to dissolve his

ore of aluminum oxide, and substituting a
carbon for a clay crucible, Hall sent the
historic electric current from his home-
made battery through the “charge” in his

~ crucible there, at last, in the bottom of the

crucible were the shiny globules of alumi-
num!
- Prior to Hall’s discovery, aluminum was

~ produced by expensive chemical processes.

‘Although the most common of the metallic
‘elements and comprising one-twelfth of
the earth’s crust, the separation of alumi-
num from the compounds in which it ex-
ists was so difficult that prior to 1886 it
was a semi-precious metal, never having
sold at less than $8 a pound. The existence

~ of aluminum had been foretold by Sir
- Humphrey Davy in 1807 and it had been

isolated in metallic form by Oersted. a
Danish chemist in 1825. A quarter of a

. century later, Deville, a French metal-

lurgist, had devised a controlled but costly

A chemical method of producing aluminum.

But it remained for Hall, the youthful son
of a minister, whose family had moved to
Oberlin, O., and who were pinching pen-
nies. to educate their children at the col-

lege located there, to achieve an inven-

tion which was to create g great industry
and bring fame and fortune to the in-
ventor.

When Charles Martin Hall died in 1914,

~he left to educational institutions a for-

‘tune amounting to $30,000,000. These bene-
ficiaries were schools which provide an

~ education for boys and girls in humble

2

circmnstances One of them was his alma
mater Oberlin; another was a famous
school of the South Berea College at

obstacles in his efforts to peddle his
process in the manufacturing centers.
Prospective financial backers were either
unimpressed, lacked vision or wanted to
allow Hall very little for his share.

The Pittsburgh group, headed by Capt.
Alfred E. Hunt, agreed with Hall to un-
dertake the commercialization of the new
metal.- This group raised the sum of $20,-
000 and incorporated a small experi-
mental company, known as the Pittsburgh
Reduction Company, and gave Hall, right-
fully, a generous share of its stock for his
patents. This small corporation constituted
the commercial beginnings of the alumi-
num industry. Its experiments were to lead
to the practical application of this new
metal in many fields and the Pittsburgh
Reduction Company was to become the
Aluminum Company of America. It is in-
teresting to bear in mind that this in-
dustry was inaugurated less than 50 years
ago; today there is invested in it many
hundreds of millions of dollars in capital
and it gives employment to many thou-
sands of men.

Some years prior to Hall’s discovery, an
ore rich in aluminum content had been
found in France upon the estate of an
ancient family whose name, Beaux, had
been given to the village near which the
ore was discovered. This newly found min-
eral was appropriately called “beauxite,”
later Anglicized by omitting the “e” in the
first syllable. By purifying the ore through
an elaborate chemical process, the oxide
of aluminum is obtained. This oxide,
known as alumina, is employed in many
of the arts for purposes other than the
manufacture of aluminum, its use in abra-
sives, alum and polishing compounds be-
ing among the most important,

Bauxite was first found in the United
States in 1883 at Hermitage, near the town
of Rome, Ga., and the ore was first ship-
ped from Georgia for industrial use in
1889. In 1887, bauxite was found in Arkan-
sas near Benton, about 22 miles west of
Little Rock, by John C. Branner, Arkan-
sas state geologist, although this discovery
was not announced until 1889. It will be
noted that these mineralogical discoveries
of bauxite in the South, broadly speaking,
coincided with the metallurgical discovery
of the aluminum process in the North.

The bauxite deposits in the Southeast-
ern states are found in northwestern
Georgia, northeastern Alabama, southeast-
ern Tennessee and central Georgia, and
have been drawn upon extensively by the
abrasive, chemical and aluminum indus-
tries, which grew very rapidly during the
early years of the present century. At
present these industries are also obtain-
ing a large part of their bauxite supplies
from the substantial deposits located in

Mining bauxite by the open pit method 2t the Repubhc Mining and
Manufacturing Company mine, Bauxite.

Arkansas. It is to be hoped that these are
sufficient to meet the increasing industrial
demands for this ore. Fortunately, the re-

serves of this important mineral in sev-
eral foreign countries appear to be inex-
haustible and could be drawn upon should
our own deposits bcome depleted.

Hall’s discovery of the aluminum process
and the location of bauxite in the United
States came at a time when electricity was
becoming recognized as the chief source
of power for performing man’s work; and,
indeed, the reduction of aluminum is an
electrical process which employs greater
quantities of electrical energy, relatively,
than is used in the production of any
other metal. The existence of bauxite
within its areas, as well as the realization
that great hydro-eclectric resources were
located in the South, was the controlling
factor in bringing the aluminum industry
to that section.

From its meager beginning in 1888, the
infant aluminum industry grew so lustily
that its present and future need for elec-
trical energy could, by 1910, no longer be
satisfied by the power developments of
Ni: .ara Falls and Massena, N. Y., upon
which it had at first relied. It became
necessary, therefore, to seek out reliable
hydro-electric resources so located as to
be within reach of the markets for alumi-
num. A careful survey resulted in the
selection of two sites in the Southeastern
section of the United States as fields in

" which the aluminum industry should be

further developed. One of these locations
was at Badin, N. C., on the Yadwin river,
and the other at Maryville, Tenn., on the
western slope of the Great Smoky moun-
tains, accessible to the Little Tennessee
river and its tributaries. These selections
were based not alone on the natural re-
sources which were available but upon
the intelligent legislative regulation and
happy living conditions which it was an-
ticipated would be realized and which ex-
perience has shown have been enjoyed.

The aluminum industry has accordingly
located its most important fundamental
operations in the South for the reasons

that superior natural resources and ex-
cellent operating conditions are there
available. These resources and conditions
are several fold; Primarily, the existence
of bauxite, the ore of aluminum; next, the
existence of water power of a perma-
nence, quantity and cheapness unequalled
anywhere else in the eastern part of the
country; and finally, unsurpassed climate
and wise co-operation by state govern-
ments. These Scuthern locations were se-
lected in the face of the fact that the
principal markets for the products fabri-
cated from the metal aluminum are to be
found in the more northerly sections. The
advantages, therefore, of Southern loca-
tions more than counter-balanced the cost
of transporting the crude and semi-fabri-
cated metal from the South to those point
at which it is finally prepared for market
consumption.

The aluminum industry has not failed
to justify the welcome which was extended
to it by the South, in that its operations
have been conducted there in such a man-
ner as to constitute a contribution to the
welfare and happiness of its employes and
neighbors and to this section in general.
The first important Southern activity
connected with this industry was begun
at Bauxite, Ark, at the site of the pres-
ent principal mining operations.

At this location there has grown up a
town of model cleanliness and healthful-
ness; schools of the highest standards are
maintained, and community houses and
other similar social facilities insure ex-
cellent living conditions to those who de-
rive employment from this activity.

At Badin, N. C, three dams in the
Yadkin rviver generate electrical energy
consumed to produce aluminum in a large
plant at Badin. The living conditions here
are the equal of any in the South. At

(Continued On Page 5)

WCWW

- turing plant, mwhiehmbmsuemm-

t uauted,alumlmmunduced and alumi-

num sheet atiﬂphtetdled The employes
| here work under splendid conditions. Their
welfare is served by hospitals, swimming
pools, schools and good homes. The elec-
trical energy ‘here employed comes from
three immense dams in the Great Smoky
mountains of eastern Tennessee and west-
ern North Carolina. At East St. Louis, TI1.,
across the Mississippi river from St. Louis.
and therefore in effect also in the South,
a large plant purifies Arkansas bauxite
into alumina (the oxide of aluminum),
That the aluminum industry, born as an
invention by a college boy in Ohio and
made a commercially successful enterprise
by a group of young men in Pennsylvania

should have turned to the South to estab-

lish some of its principal activities, is
happy evidence of the fact that the re-
sources of the Southern states may con--
fidently look forward to the time when
capital or initiative, wherever it may orig-
inate, will seek them out as offering high
opportunity for any industrial develop-
ment for which these states are fitted. It
is hardly in the realm of prophecy to
say that due to the all but fantastic
growth of the aluminum industry, South-
ern sections may be assured of great
benefits in the future as the expansion of
this industry goes forward. This is a fore-
gone conclusion if the Southern states
continue te encourage the growth of in-

dustry by intelligent legislative policies
and a co-operative spirit on the part of
the citizenship.

Like the Western farmer who said of
the first railroad train that passed through
his town, “They’ll never start ’er,” and as
it puffed out of the station, “They’ll never
stop ’er,” people of every locality look with
skepticism upon most developments fraught
with great future significance.

“Thar ain’t no use’n yoreall atryin’ to
stop that thar river by pourin’ concrete
into it; yore just awastin’ uv youre time.
The fust spring freshet "1l come a whoopin’
down hyar and wash everything out yore-
all done put in thar.” With these words a
mountain man offered comment upon the

first undertaking to dam one of the tur-
bulent streams of the Great Smoky moun-
tains whose vast power potentialities were
being harnassed to the wheels of industry.
In so speaking, he voiced the 'funda-
mental difference between the concepts
and knowledge of a passing age and the
vision of a non-sectional people as to the
vast resources and possibilities of a par-
ticular section of this great country. This
is especially true of the South. Men who
were born there and have moved away or
who grew up elsewhere, are seeking it out
as a promised land. Any number of illus-
trations could be cited in token of this
movement. The aluminum industry. a typi-
cal example, is distinctly clearcut in its
recognition of the promise offered by the
resources of the South for stable expan-
-sion and - assured security.
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‘ al of Commercial Production of
This Widely-Distributed Metal Is Being
Observed This Year.

N 1886 Charles M. Hall, just
graduated from Oberlin col-
lege, Ohio, discovered an in-
expensive way of separating
aluminum from its com-
pounds by electrolysys of fused
ore. ; s
Before that time the production
of aluminum, altho found in the
earth almost everywhere, was so
expensive that it’ was considered
a precious metal. The story is told
‘that Napoleon III, of France
prized it so highly that at a state
dinner he had honored guests
served from aluminum plates while
the others had to be satisfied to
eat from ordinary plates made of
pure gold.
- From $8 a pound, cost of. pro-
duction of aluminum has been re-
duced to about 20 cents a pound

metal for the making of kitchen
utensils. However, transportation
equipment now is taking a greater
percentage of it than any other
industry—37 per cent of the entire
output. ; .

Light alloys, first developed in
1909 for Zeppelins and today form-

LZ-29, find other aviation uses,
Douglas, Boeing, Martin, Sikorsky
and other major builders make
plane frameworks of duralumin——
aluminum, copper and manganese

alloy. J
The metal has also entered the
construction  field. Architects

specify it not only for its deco-
ative value, but also because it
combines strength with lightness,
Engineers in rebuilding a bridge
over the Monongahela river at
Pittsburgh decided on an alumi-

ing the structure of the new

and it now competes with iron,|num flooring to replace sieel. The
zinc, copper and tin instead of|lessening of the weight load has
with gold and platinum. extended the life of iae bridge an

In recognition of the semi-cen- es%rgiiatgd 2;’ gr E_’_%ﬁ?ﬁ N
tennial of commercial production|, -’ pfp'l in SUEREL T i
of aluminum, News-Weck maga- u:g nes a'Wl?I' iz al Sslon fl T
zine describes how extensive its|;J aasva?uablznggrxg lim.mu‘f‘ 7 il
use has become in this half cen- al insulating

2 materiai. Its shiny surface re-
tury. According to a recent report|pr . i g per cent of heat waves,

of the U. S. Bureau of Mines this|gyects of the foil helped keep Rear
country in 1935 produced over 54.- A gmiral Richard E, 3yrd’s Little
000 tons valued at $22,000,000—20| A merica hut warm, The navy

per cent ‘of the world total—and|found that it reduced the weight
almost twice as much as in 1934. |¢ insulating materials on the U,
" To the average person aluminum|S. S. New Orleans _rom 100,000 to
is most commonly known as 2(2,000 pounds. .

| Bauxite Plant
Audits Net
Statg $5,032

-t

Severance tax collections resulting
from audits of records of five bauxite
producers and one lime producer by J.
Fred Brown, state severance tax agent,
“amount to $5,032.16, Dr. G. C. Branner,
state geologist, reported to state Comp-
troller Griffin Smith yesterday. i

The severance tax agent was appoint- ‘
ed Sy Dr. Branner July 15 under Act |
286 of 1935 providing for such an agent ‘
to work under direction of the state |
Geological Survey to determine whether
provisions of the severance tax law have
been complied with fully. S

Transmitting a report on activities of
the severance tax agent from July 15 to
December 15, Dr. Branner wrote t_he
comptroller that two of the five bauxite

producers have paid $4,463.77 and .the
{ime’ producer $568.39, without .lit.lga-_
tion, to adjust underpayments which ex-
tended over several years. .

- Mr. Brown now is engaged in audit-
" ing records of seven natural gas gasoline

extraction plants. Dr. Branner said
Revenue Commissioner Earl R. Wise-
man has co-operated in the investiga-
tions and has furnished Mr. Brown an
assistant from time to time.

 Brown’s report to Dr. Branner ex-
plained that bauxite is produced and
sold either as green ore, as dried ore, or
as calcined ore, depending on market
requirements.

%ireen ore, which is ore in its natural
state, contains an average of about 13
per cent free molsture and in addition
about 30 per cent chemically combined
moisture, the report said.

 Company to
Enter State

Democrat—1l-16-36
Plan Large Scale Produc-
| tion of Pig Ore for Sale

| to Manufacturers. .
Starts Next Year

" Smelting Plant to Be Lo-

cated Near Decatur,
Alabama.

Entrance of a large independent |

aluminum producing company; a

company large enough to compete ||

with the Republic Mining & Manu-
factqrmg Company, which operates
the immense properties at Bauxite.
in Arkansas’s bauxite fields, is ex-
pected shortly after the first of next
year. according to information ob-
tained by the Arkansas Democrat
| yesterday.

| The new concern, known as the
Standard Aluminum and Alloy Com-
pany, is said to have acquired large
bauxite properties in Saline county.
The company, although officials de-
clined to give details, is said to have
| the backing of the Reynolds Tobacco
interests in North Carolina, and also

! 2 ‘)’}a%’é’ton 3 gf_””ﬁ, Greek

- bauxite is entering world markets
| on a large scale is indicated in of-
ficial figures just issued, a report to
the Department of Commerce from
its Athens office stated today.

Exports of bauxite from Greece
in the first nine months of 1936
totaled 71,065 metric tons against 5,-
550 tons in the corresponding period
of 1935. Great Britain was the sole
purchyser of Greek bauxite in 1935
while during 1936 shipments were
made to numerous markets, the re-
port states, :

Germany ranked as the larfest
market in the nine-month period of
1936, taking 38,215 tons and was fol-
'lowed by the United Kingdom with
12,200 tons; Norway, 9,950 tons; and
Japan, 8,000 tons, it was stated.

The value of the bauxite exported
from Greece in the January-Sep-
tember period of 1936 was approxi-
mately $325,000 compared with $23,-

0 in the first nine months of the
preceding year.

| brought new demands and production

Bauxite Ore
Deposits

g produ 0
of the Aluminum Company of
' %,,&km;bm

merica, entered
field in 1899 and
of ore that year. - : 5
Several other companies soon enter-
ed the field and production reached
200,000 tons in 1914. The World war

- produced 1,720 tons

reached more than 500,000 tons in 1918,
It dropped, after the war, but was back}
to 500,000 tons in 1923, about half the
world production for. that year. Since ‘,’
that date increased production of for-
eign ore, especially in northern South
America, has handicapped Arkansas
production, i

The depression reduced the output
further until in 1932, only 98,779 tons
were producd in this state. Production
has increased gradually since and was
145,764 tons in 1934,

The United States Department of
Commerce said in a report released
yesterday that bauxite mines and as-
sociated plants in the United States em-
ployed 559 wage earners in 1935 and
paid wages totaling $330,196. .

The report said the entire industry
is centralized in Arkansas, Alabama and

| Georgia.  Salaried - officers, technical

and supervisory employes and others
working on a salary basis totaled 77,
with salaries amounting to $130,721. Ex-
penditures for supplies and materials,

fuel and purchased electric current

amounted to $357,525.
Total value of products of the bauxite
industry in 1935 was  $1,545,050 of

Defined
‘ e lne it op | which all except $62,814 was in Arkan-

4 Mﬁ‘ :} r 7 ol g 'sas. Wage earners employed at seven
! " operating mines in Arkansas ranged‘
. There is little probability that the from 340 in January to 617 in Decem- |
' bauxite producing areas of Saline anq DPer» the average for the year being

wealthy individuals of New England.
R. J. Gaudy. a power engineer who |

. | has specialized in aluminum de- |
!velopments, is acting head of the[
! concern,

According to dispatches received
by the Democrat yesterday, the com-
bany owns bauxite properties with
Aan estimated ore content of 10 mil-
lions tons. Most of these properties
are in Saline county, with some in
Pulaski and Grant., and with scat-
tered bauxite producing properties
in Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi.

Smelter in Alabama.

The company plans to construct a
bauxite smelting plant near Decatur,
Ala., where TVA power from Muscle i
Shoals is available. Later, should |
sufficiently cheap power become
available, a secondary plant will be
established near Benton or Bauxite
in this state. The company will not
make aluminum utensils, but will re-
fine the ore and sell pig ‘aluminum
to manufacturers. b

Purchases contemplated by "the
company would include about $15,-
000,000 from producers in the heavy J
industries. Plans call for production
of 70,000 tons of pig aluminum an-
nually. : i

Officials of the company said it
was capitalized at $20,000,000 %nd
that “there is no stock for sale.” The |
same interests, it was understood. }
applied to the R. F. C at Washington |
about two yearsago for a loan to fi- |
.hance such an operation.

Local People Not Informed. !
|
|

i

i

Although the dispatches indicated |
private independent interests had |
put up the capital, there was no in- §
formation whether the loan applica- !
tion was still pending or whether
Ec:here had been a loan from the R. F.

Local people close to the Arkan-
sas Power & Light Company, said
they had no information on the
project, and the same was true of
the Republic Mining & Development
Company at Bauxite. The latter com-
pany is controlled by the Mellon in-
| terests of Pittsburgh, Pa.

At present the Republic Company !
| ships its raw ore to the Mississippi
river my rail, and from there by
| barge to St. Louis and other points
| for smelting.

Production of
Bauxite Shows

MHuge Increase
C

. Washington, D. C.—<World produc-

’glon of bauxite, the basic material
in the manufacture of aluminum,
registered an appreciable increase
in 1935 compared with the preceding
year, a report to the Department of
Commgrce' from " Assistant Trade
Commissioner E. C. Taylor, Paris,
stated yesterday.

Aggregate world production in |
1935 totaled 1,747,200 tons compared
with 1,251,400 tons in 1934, and 1,-
867.200 tons in 1929, statistics show.

France is the world’s largest
source of bauxite, accounting for
505,000 tons in 1935, Hungary was|
second with 250,000 tons and the
United States ranked third with a
production  totaling 237,000 tons.
Other important producers with the
1935 totals were: Yugoslavia., 190,-
100 tons; Italy, 170,000 tons; Soviet |
Russia, 130,000 tons; British India, |

11330 tons; and Dutch Guiana, 110, | demand for such ore. _Active develo

000 tons. : | ment began ;@ws with mé";gmgl;ugr“
Ot rtodhe total 1935 production| Of land and mineral rights, and the.

of 1,747,200 tons of - bauxite, the re.| 0 of ore

port states, 1,000,000 tons wer: _ab- : .

sorbed in the manufacture of alur :

:gxm. der being employed

| 2 : 493. Their wages totaled $308,615 and |
Pulaski counties will be extended beyond i Ar- |
the deposits now known to exist, it Siphiien and. materials, Dyed by the |

i “ kansas mines totaled $326,020. All but !
ms ::li:ngsaB:ﬁiﬁ:tR%Zionqu;iyas:é four of the 77 salaried employes were
yesterday by Dr. G. C. Branner, state 0 Arkansas. The 66 wage earners em-
geologist, e ;. ployed at bauxite mines in Alabama and

Field work on which the report was Ge€orgia received $21,581. -
based, including drilling of 55 test
holes to an aversge depth of 167 feet,
was done in 1934 under direction M. N.
Bramlette, associate geologist of the
United States ‘Geological Survey, and
the report was written by Mr. Bram-
lette. The survey was financed by the

!Pub]ic Works Administration and the
| report was published by the state Geo- |
logical Department.

Arkansas supplies over 90 per cent
of the total annual production of baux-
ite in the United States, but the supply
' will not last more than about 40 years
|at the average rate of production- from
11924 to 1934, the report said.
| - Bauxite is the only commercial source |

| of aluminum at present. The com- |

mercial deposits in Arkansas are re-
stricted to two arears,” the ‘larger near
Bauxite in Saline county, and the other
southeast of Little 'Rock, Pulaski
county. S

“The bauxite deposits of these are
derived from the  surficial ‘alteration
of a nepheline syenite, generally known
in the region as “granite, and the
economically important ore deposits are
confined to areas near this rock,” the
report said. :

Report ‘!'cehnwal.

The report is largely technical and
contains complete  statistics regarding
production and detailed: reports on the
log readings of the drill tests.

Among the geological deductions and
conmclusions of general interest is the
statement that the Arkansas bauxite
deposits probably were formed in a
period of about 1.000,000 .years during
the Eocene period, *estimated to ‘have
covered a period of 13,000,000 years,
and that it was .formed. throuzh the
alteration or weathering of surface rocks
under tropical, or''sub-tropical climatic.
conditions. : |

After discussing the origin and for-

mation of bauxite, Mr.. Bramlette con- |
/cluded that the Arkansas bauxite “was
formed through the alternation of sur-

face 'rocks, and that this alteration
occurred at a- particular time in the
| Eocene epoch. As the alteration was the
result of weathering and as -this nor-
mal process has produced no compar-
able results before or since that time'
in the region, there must have been
| ‘especially favorable conditions at that
| particular time.” k

} The report said Arkansas bauxite first
was recognized by John V. Branner,
father of the present state geologist,
in 1887 when rock from the Sweet Home
section was being used to surface the
road from Sweet Home to Little Rock.

Described in 1842,

| The rock formation was first de-
| scribed in 1842 by Dr. W. Byrd Powell,
'who noted the peculiar character of
| the rock in Fourche Cove but did not
fr‘ecognize its true nature., t

Dr. John C.. Branner’s first. published
report and recognitin of bauxite - ap-
peared in 1891, a few years after the
| discovery of bauxite at Rome, Ga., and
three years after the Pittsburgh Reduc-
tion Company had been organized to
-commercialize the Hall process of alum-
inum production, LadSiiin
- There was little “activity here for|
several years because there was slight
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keen interest. With hkindme he as-

‘Thereupon Dr. Bnnmttoldhlmﬂnt

whatmmum:ghtwhuattenﬁmm
bu;xite.tromwhlch_&lummum»mmade
and which, while not extensively in use

and demand at that time, was a valuable

metal, destined to come into general use

for many purposes in the future. He con-

cluded by saying: “Ed, you can always rest
assured that this short stretch of road
you have surfaced with this material has
been finished with the most valuable road-
buﬂdmgmateruleverusedonahmmiy
in Arkansas.”

Mr. Weigel assured Dr. Branner that
there was an abundance of the maurial.
u\dthefonwkwdaywokthezeolomh
his buggy and they inspected the deposit,
from which Dr. annetproomed'ped—
mens.

Later Dr. Branna-m&deathmmmd |

exhaustive investigation of the bauxite de-

~ posits and of course his findings and the

results of his investigations received proper

consideration in his official reports.
Since bauxite develapmentsbmn,mn-
lions of doliars worth of bauxite ores have

two-thirds of the American production was
mmmmmmm
Saline counties.

_ of the world’s production and more than

Mr. Weigeispparmtlyludﬂrstanto]

mﬁtfromthevastdepodtcotbouxlte,
havmshadtheadmmdmmnyot
knowledge of its presence and abundance,
yet,aceordmstohhmumentsme
of years ago, he never profited by it or
made any investments in bauxite-bearing
lands. He said it was so plentiful and so
oommonthathemmtwm

there was much value to it, or that such
possibilities as the future held for its ex-

: ploitation and processing existed.

This is & heretofore unwritten chapter

»hﬂnhistotyotthediwmotthcm,

deposits of Arkansas bauxite that have

mmwmwtﬁc
mtvdmdﬂmawm
Bt-—xmdnmﬂnt have been devoted to so
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