’ PEERON e e e
pends greatly on the import situa-
tion. Large quantities of ore are im- °
ported from South America.
On that point, Mr.

Davis, |

could obtain all the ore it needs a&luminum,

ing experienced there. Later, he!
“stated, 1 wouldn’t want you to think
this country is entirely dependent
upon South America,” and then en-
larged upon the Arkansas deposits.
When the interrogator mentioned
that the situation wouldn’t be thope-
less even if no bauxite could be 1m-
ported, Mr. Davis answered:
| “No, but it would be an awiul
| pity if we had to pull all the bauxite
"out of Arkansas.”
| Another source, speaking of tie
| Arkansas deposits and increased de-

muddy substance

to the dense

jungles
utch Guiana.”

of

“li's 1ike a first-string substitute foreign countries.
that should be on the bench, but & -
now has his sweater off and is warm-
ing up on the sidelines.”

! gency produces a profitable means
of using low-grade ore, the “substi-
tute” might oust the regular from
the line-up, temporarily at least.

| Bauxite production has been on a
| rather large scale in Arkansas since
11893. From that date through 1939,

the commercial grade ore,
mined. The 1940 production of 427,-
532 tons was valued at $2,501,393.

Several independent operators are
active in Arkansas, producing ore
for sale for various purposes. Cur-
rent prices range generally from
$3.44 to $5.51 a ton.

Not all bauxite is reduced to
aluminum, however. In 1940, do-

Pulaski counties, Arkansas.

Aluminum, 48 per cent; abrasives, 29 Lijttle Rock?
per cent; chemical, 18 per cent; and 3¢
0il refining, cement, refractory and

other, 5 per cent.

burbs of Little Rock itself.

~ Study Bauxite Production.
_ Bauxite production is
stut}ied by a representative of the
Office of Production Management,
who will be in the state for several
days. He said that his work does

|Ore by the Open-Pit Method,”
ltaken at Bauxite,

for a 100,000,000-pound aluminum
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Sitefor Big'
Plant Offered
By Malvern

Gazette T7=23~41

State Utilities Commissioner Joe

Kimzey and citizens of Malvern
conferred with Governor Adkins
yesterday on the possibility of the
/location of the aluminum or alum-
ina plants, to be built in Arkan-
sas by the Office of Production
Management, at Malvren. Gover-
nor Adkins did not announce what
action he would take on the sug-
gestion.
° Mr. Kimzey said he and others
had worked up data on the suit-
ability of Malvern as a location of
the plant. He said a desirable site
thad been selected on the Ouachita
|river at Old Rockport, the former
head of navigation on the river,
about one and one-half miles north-
west of Malvern.

The tract, which contains be-
tween 1,500 and 2,000 acres, is al-
most wholly uninhaited and could
be obtained for a reasonable
‘amount of money, Mr. Kimzey said.
The citizens of Malvern are pre-
pared to absorb a part or all of
the purchase price, he said.

Railroads, Natural Gas
And Power Near By.

.~ Extensive dredging operations
would have to be done to make the
location available to water trans-
portation. The site is on the Rock
Island and Missouri Pacific rail-
'roads, he said. All weather high-
'ways lead to the area from several
directions.

| The site is about five miles be-|

/low Remmel dam. Power trans-
‘mission lines from Remmel and
' Carpenter dams and from the Pine
Bluff and Sterlington, La. steam
plants of the Arkansas Power and
‘Light Company coverage in the
area, he said. A 16-inch gas main
from the Caddo field passes along
‘one side of the site. :

public Mining and Manufacturing
JCompany," the subsidiary -of the
Aluminum Company which operates had appealed to Sidney Hillman, as-

the Arkansas mines.
Bauxite Survey to Be Ready In

Two elés

Geze tber-v-vli— 5=41

A bauxite production survey con-
ducted by the Office of Production
Management will be completed in
about two weeks, J. D. Tallant,
‘OPM representative, said yester-
{day. P. D. Wilson will assist Mr.
| Tallant.

The check is being made in con-
nection with - the government’s
plans for constructing a 100,000,000-
pound aluminium plant in the
state, but Mr. Tallant said he has
nothing to do with selection of a
plant site.

No Action In
Negro Park

auxite Bid,

Work is progressing satistactorily
on development of Gillam Park for
negroes on Granite Mountain south- |
east of ‘Little Rock, WPA officials
isaid yesterday.

No action has been taken by the
City Council Parks and Realty Prop- |
erty Committees on a proposal of
the Smith Mining Co., Russellville,
| fo mine for bauxite on a part of the
site.

The company offered a royalty on
each ton of bauxite ore which might
be removed. The proposal was re-
ferred to the committees by the City |
Council. Mayor Moyer furnished the
committegs with a form of the usual
' type of mining rights contract.

The city has made no plans for
independent exploration for bauxite,

May E.xpand Proposed
Alumina Plgnt, 1

'Washingtbn sources have dis-

{closed that the capacity of an|

alumina plant to be built in Arkan-
sas will have a yearly capacity of
600,000,000 pounds instead of 400,-

Nine miles from Malvern are
large limestone deposits at Magnet
Cove, Mr. Kimzey said. Limestone
is an important chemical used in
making the flux out of which alum-
inum is electrolyzed. Approximate-
ly 3,000,000 ton of high grade min-
eral are in sight at Magnet Cove,
he said. Also nearby are titanium,
| barite, pyrite and other minerals
|used in various phases of chemical

| to alu

000,000, as announced, Governor
Adkins said yesterday. Plans for
enlarging the alumina plant indi-
cated that a proposed 100,000,000
pound aluminum plant would be
expanded.

Camden, Malvern and Saline

~county interests want the plants.

Malvern citizens have said that 3,-
000,000 tons of limestone, essential

ALCOA’s chairman, testified to the ©Of the New York Times Sunday mag-
Senate committee that his company ;azine all about the vital defense metal inum industry, Governor Adkins

Frank S. Adams said of said. He said he hoped that a feas-
from South America if it could get the mineral which is the exclusive
the ships, but that difficulty was bﬁ' \source of commercial aluminum:

“The great bulk of the Americ
'supply of bauxite comes from South
|America, although deposits have been
found in half a dozen of our Southern
states, and it is mined commerciall
in Arkansas. For a birdseye view o

L]
{the ingenious processes that turn this Dlscovered

into the stuff of
'which bombers are made, one must
ravel 2,500 miles across the Caribbean
Surinam,

A large tonnage of bauxite is im-
| mands upon them, put it this wayported from Dutch Guiana and other
But in 1939, the
latest year for which the official fig-
ures of the United States Bureau of
“The more optimistic ‘viewpoint, Mines are available, imported baux-
however, is that if the present emer- ite accounted for 55 per cent of| tation, the Land Use Committee of
American consumption, and domes-
tic bauxite for 45 per cent. Of the
domestic bauxite, which  constituted
well up to half the total amount con-
sumed by our aluminum, abrasive and|
9,345,044 tons, or approximately hait chemical industries, 96 per cent, 361,
was 690 tons, was mined in Saline and

And why travel 2,500 miles acros
the Caribbean to the dense jungles
Surinam, Dutch Guiana, to see bauxite
mining, milling, washing and drying5
when these operations can be seen
mestic bauxite was used as follows: &t Bauxite, Ark., only 20 miles from rights gnd permlitdonly. tievelgpment

| 0 such mineral deposits under re-
ite mining is el o L siricted lgases. '

As a matter of fact one of the Pay
being | pictures used in the New York Times (Gazette

|

,, commercial grade bauxite, could

;

| contains 90

be in a strategic position with re-
spect to proposed new hydro-elec-
tric plants in north Arkansas, new
steam generating plants in
south Arkansas “sour gas” fields
and the hydro-electric plants on
the Ouachita river. Benton citizens
were optimistic.

ther Arkansas c
per cent of the nation’s
supply virtually all of the metal for
the nation’s rapidly growing alum-

ible method for using large quan-
tities of lower grade ore can be
developed.

Bauxite Ore

. proximately 1 1-2 miles east of
| Bauxite, midway between Bauxite
jand Bryant, and approximately five
| miles east of Benton. It is on Hur-
| ricane creek at the junction of the
Rock Island Lines and the Bauxite
& Northern railroad.

pany of America interests, which

On Tax Lands

Land Use Committee
Act to Protect

Dgﬁf& Si-ﬁa%n‘?zg‘%%%r;aiscov- !

Acting preserve new.

ufacturing Company at A Bauxite,
largest bauxite concern in the state.
Most of the plant site is on the old
McAdams farm.

Eleven months will be required to
construct the plant, the congress-
men said. OPM representatives
have been in central Arkansas for
some time,
checking bauxite reserves.
officials had little comment.
Benton, it was reported that pre-
liminary work regarding the plant
location has been under way ‘“on
the quiet.”

ered bauxite deposits from exploi-

the State Planning Board this morn-
ing voted to permit only restricted
leasing of minerals on state-owned
land.

The committee, meeting to discuss
a statement of policies, heard re-
ports of recently-discovered bauxite
deposits in areas where there are
large sections of tax delinquent
land y

In order that the state might real-
ize full benefit from any mineral re-
sources, Rep. Lee Baker, Lake Vil-
| lage, made the motion that the com-
mittee prohibit sale of any mineral

to 500.persons, will have a produc-

| aluminum requires two. tons

‘alumina.) d

Delegation Takes Bid
Directly to Washington.

' government ing to|  An’ 2 plant in the Ben-|wt
Fotmbos wheths Arkassen. whloh  ton-Basits ‘area they salt woud 1

the :

- The alumina plant location is ap-

The latter
road is owned by Aluminum Com-

own the Republic Mining and Man-

but said they were
Alcoa
At

The plant, which will employ 300

tion capacity of 400,000,000 pounds
of alumina annually. The annual |
bauxite production required for this
| plant alone would be 800,000,000
| pounds. (One ton of alumina re-
|quires two tons of ore; one ton of
of

A Saline county delegation en|

awarded , s ~ time
receive a second alumina
other plants depending upo
ite, of which Saline and Pulaski
counties have more than 90 per cent
of the nation’s known reserves.

The governor, who has refused to
show a preference in intrastate con- |
tests for defense industries, made
no comment on the selection of
Bauxite. He has said that his pri-
mary interest is to have them lo-
cated “in Arkansa ’

Authorities said the alumina
plant will require little power. Gas |
fuel and chemical processes will be |
involved. The Arkansas Louisiana
Gas Company provides gas for Re-
public and other plants in the Baux-
ite area.

Ark-La Co-operative
Obtains State Charter.

The Ark-La Electric Co-operative,
Inc., which has an initial $520,000
“defense’ allocation from the Rural
' Electrification Administration, filed
jan entry notice at Secretary of
State C. G, Hall's office. Ark-La is a |
potential power source for the new |
plants. Thomas Fitzhugh, Little
Rock lawyer and state Utilities Com-
mission chairman in 1937-41, was
named agent for service. The com-
pany, a Louisiana corporation with
its principal place of business at
Homer, will have an office in the
Pyramid building here.

The co-operative, composed of five
!south Arkansas and five north |
| Louisiana co-operatives, plans to
| borrow money from the REA to
| serve defense industries and its
members, and to handle industrial
loads that continue after the emer-
gency. A 15,000-kilowatt plant in
north Louisiana will be the first
generating unit. The 100,000,000~ |
pound aluminum plant will require
a 120,000-kilowatt power plant, Mr. |
Fitzhugh said.

= g pe
‘aluminum. This p

| site to the OPM. Nearby.

$21

Aluminum Workers’

Dema;_\gﬂfiicted *

Magazine article, “Mining Aluminum _ Pittsburgh, Pa, July 31 (®). —

Demands of the C. I. O. Aluminum

was - 3 b
w i
Ark. The steam-of orkers of America for elimination

not concern the selection of a site[ stovel that is shown is marked “Re- Northern and Southern plants of

wage differentials between

route home from Washington last
night had stressed the transporta-
tion advantages of the Banton-
Bauxite area to the OPM. It said
that the construction of the alum-
ina and aluminum plants at the
mine mouth would eliminate
“freight” which would be paid &=
hundreds of thousands of tons of

the Aluminum Company of America green ore.

were rejected tonight. N. A. Zona-
rich, president of the union, said he
sociate director of the Office of Pro-
duction Management, to intervene
in the dispute and that Hillman had
called him and the union committee
to Washington.

The union presented its demands
at a conference. Zonarich said men
doing the same work at Badin, N.

.C., and Alcoa, Tenn., were being
paid from two to 18 per cent less
money than those at the new Ken-
sington, Pa., plant of the company.
M. M. Anderson, company personnel
director, said the common labor hir-
ing rate prevailing in the two
Southern communities is 55 cents
an hour and that the management
“will continue to pay the prevail-
ing wage rate or better in any com-
munity in which its plants are lo-

BAUXITE
TO GET
NEW

|
[

$21,000,000
ALUMINA

PLANT
Industry Likely To
Continue After
Emergency.
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A 500-acre site near Bauxite has
'been selected for a $21,000,000 alum-

The freight rate on a ton of

The state Mineral (WPA) Survey

will immediately start drillings to
determine quantity and quality of
limestone
Hot Spring counties, in connection
with the new aluminum industries.
Deposits of limestone are at Mag-
net Cove,
Gum Springs,
miles from Benton; i
iHempstead county, 100 miles from |

in Saline, Pulaski and

40 miles from Benton;
Clark - county, 50 |

Washington, |

bauxite for 100 miles is $1.20, the Benton, and at White Cliffs and

delegation said.
could be eliminated, the annual sav-
ing on freight alone would be $1,-
440,000, based on 1,200,000 tons of
green ore. The area has an esti-
mated supply sufficient for the pro-|
duction of 600,000,000 pounds of |
aluminum per year for at least an |
additional 30 years. This would be
2,400,000,000 pounds, or 1,200,000 tons,
of green ore. - !
“In addition, locomotives, labor|
and fuel would enter into the pic-|
ture,” the Saline men said. “In!
the execution of the defense effort.
+ % = it is evident at this time
that a shortage of rolling stock for
the railroads is now imminent and
any measures that may be taken
to relieve traffic congestion and
release rolling stock for defense
transportation is fully justified.”

Benton Optimistic As
Location Announced.

The delegation is composed of
County Judge C. O. Smithers,
George Troutt, Fred C. Bush and
Jehu Crow. Mr. Bush, who lives in
Little Rock, has extensive Saline
county interests. Traveling by au-
tomobile, they sent a telegram an-
nouncing “good news” to Editer L.
B. White of the Benton Courier
from a Virginia town Thursday.
shortly after having conferred with
OPM officials, They did not elab-
orate. |

“This is the biggest thing that
has come to the state,” Mr. White
said.

The alumina plant might remain
after the emergency ends, he ex-
plained. Benton and Bauxite prob-|
ably will apply for designations as|
defense areas. e

“Without starting this plant, we
need 200 houses right now,” Mr.
White said.

An expansion of Republic’'s ac-|
tivities has created the housing|
problem, he said. |

locating the aluminum plant ‘“here
at Benton,” the editor said.

ina plant which the Aluminum
Company of Amer'ma_will operate
for the government, Congressmen
D. D. Terry of Little Rock and W.
|F. Norrell of Monticello, announced
in Washington yesterday.
Observers speculated that the Of-
fice of Production Management's
decision strongly indicates a .pro-
‘posed 100,000,000-pound aluminum
! plant, costing $60,000,000 to $100,-
000,000, will be located close to the
alumina plant, contending that the
l ransportation problem, including

of freight rates, could be
| by such a “natural econ-

s b

'Governor Pleased When
|Plant Comes to State.

Supt. L. R. Branting of the Alcoa-
operated Republic company indi-
cated that little as known or
could be announced at Bauxite re-
garding the OPM decision. Surveys
‘have been made at more than one
| site in the Bauxite territory.

Governor Adkins, whose chief
concern at this time is defense
work, said: ‘

“I'm very happy it is definitely
settled that we will have an alumina

‘ pl% will ‘come through lat
‘He was hopeful

Chances are believed good for"Lo

plant, and feel sure the aluminum

If such a haul Foreman, Little River county.

New

Alumr
num

Plant
May Go

-
Benton
Area

production of 400,

oduc
require 800,000,000 pounds of
ite, as one ton requires twi
of ore. ) £ :
A delegation from Saline Coun
headed by County Judge C.
Smithers, presented the bid of
line County to the OPM, st
the transportation advantages

largest producing bauxite mines
the country. Construction of
plant at the mouth of the
would eliminate hauling the
long distances for processing,
now done.
En Route Home.
The delegation was en route
from Washington today. ]
members were George . 8
C. Bush and Jehu Crow. Mr.
who lives in Little Rock, h:
tensive  holdings in Saline
Details of the construction
gram were not available. A
Gov. Homer M. Adkins said of
new plant: i
“I'm very h#ppy that it is
nitely settled that we will h
alumina plant and feel sure
aluminum plant will come

later.” i
Arkansas is in a &oo&
position to obtain e
plant, it was pointed out,
90 per cent of the nation’s
reserves of bauxite are in
and Pulaski Counties. )

Now for Expansi

e

pound capacity $21,000,000 ali
plant to be built near Benton
national defense project has
designed so that if necessary it
quickly be enlarged to supply
entire national demand, Rep. W.
Norrell said Saturday.

The federal government and
Aluminum Company of An
working together on the plant
planning it so that if foreign
plies of bauxite are shut ¢
shipping is cut off, the

A photograph showini
of the proposed alumin
near Benton\apgears ol

plant can
can requireme
RS
pounds of aluinum
To supply that need, the
alumina plant would have to
capacity of 2,400,000, poun
year, the ratio of aluminum to.
ina being two to one. :
To Use Low Grade Bauxite.
The plant also is being
to use both commercial
the lower grades of bauxit
sas, in addition to having
of the nation’s comme
bauxite, or that containinj
cent or, more ‘of aluminu
has large known deposits of
45 to b5 per cent, and an <
quantity of still lower grade or
In connection with the fu
sible needs of the nation
inum, OPM and the Bu
Mines have been surveying
tent of bauxite deposits in
to determine exactly
able there.

May Follow |, emn e

|

Big Alumnia

Ractory, Nearhy

emocy

With a $21,000,000 alumina plant

already assured, residents of the
Benton-Bauxite area in Saline Coun-
ty were confident today.that the
government also would build a pro-
posed $60,000,000 plant to process
alumina into aluminum in that sec-

ore into alumina, from which the
finished product is made, will be lo-
cated on a 500-acre site, approxi-
mately 1 1-2 miles east of Bauxite,
midway between Bauxite and
Bryant. The plant will be operated
by the Aluminum Company of Amer-
jca, which owns the Republic Min-
ing and Manufacturing Co., the larg-
est bauxite mining company in the
state.
11 Months to Build. -
Eleven months will be required to
complete the project, Reps. D. D.

Terry, Little Rock, and W. F. Nor- |
rell, Monticello, said in announcing

the selection of the Saline County
site.

% tally needes

in.
The plant to reduce the bauxite\

Representatives of the Office of |
» ater.” | Production Managem ;
that the state, to | in

South America. If Ar
its are sufficiently la
elsewhere,
moved from’ the bauxite
seérvice tl?xn eater depend
ed on the ansas 3
Fears of various public
vate officials of con
throwing the entire na
in load on Arkansas d it:
| stripping the state of its rich
may be somewhat allayed by
fact that the new Benton al
plant will make use of low as
as high grade ore.

New Process Developed. L
Processes for employing the
er grade ores are new and it is

| known to what extent the
ore will be used. lower
aluminum oxide content J
ore goes, the longer the life
Arkansas deposits ,will be

While designated with
future needs, at first, h
Benton alumina plan 11 be
to 400,000,000-pound ual ca
Representative Norrel said
will be laid out so that it




Iy alumina to

ere in the nation as well
_ this plant will have to be
and ready to operate be-
aluminum plants are built.
‘That is one reason why the govern:
yment and Alcoa are speeding it
. along as rapidly as possible.

| While this alumina establishment

iwill be a tremendous plant, even
larger than the aluminum plants, the
work ‘it will do is not as highly
technical as the latter. It removes
just part of the impurities from the
ore and what is left is alumina,
which will be sent on to the alumi-
inum plants. It will be big but will
employ only 300 to 500 men, Rep-
resentative Norrill said.
- The congressman said that when
experts of the Office of Production
Management and Alcoa picked that
site, they did so because it was con-
venient to the bauxite fields and to
transportation, yet it was not actual-
Iy right on bauxite. He said sur-
veys showed theer is no bauxite at
the immediate site and thus the plant
will not cover up any of the ore.
To Expand Mining Operations.
| He also said that mining opera-
tions will have to be expanded to
xpply bauxite to the plant. He said
at Alcoa will probably use the

to add-to it and increase the pro-

‘at least 800,000,000 pounds of the ore
will have to be taken out annually.

In connection with the future pos-
'sible needs of the nation for alum-
inum, OPM and the Bureau of Mines
have been surveying the extent of
bauxite deposits in Arkansas to de-
termine exactly what is available
there. ‘This is being done so that in
case foreign sources are cut off, the
government will know what is avail-

duced in the state.

Alcoa will build and operate the
plant under contract from the fed-
eral ‘government.

Information Sought O
f_Alumimxm Plant Site

equipment now there but will have |

duction. To keep the plant going, |

R
um plant to be built m
and probably to others

. This is the age of aluminum. As

metal of great strength and light
weight, both pure and in a wide va-
riety of alloys, aluminum is essential
to aircraft construction, and almost
as invaluable to the automobile in-
dustry. Railroads are using it in in-
‘creasing amount. It is peculiarly suit-
able for moving parts of small mech-
phonographs
radio sets, cameras and a host of {,q,y the Rural Electrification Ad-
others. It plays a large part in the ministration had agreed to develop
industry be- and deliver 120,000 kilowatts of

power at three mills per kilowatt
hour for a proposed new aluminum

present-day electrical
cause of its light weight and non-
magnetic properties and the chemi-plant in Arkansas.
cal industry in general makes exten-
|sive use of it. The world will always
{want aluminum.

|
}

‘able and how much can be pro-.

Definite information as to location |

of the aluminum plant to be con-
structed in Arkansas was still lack-

the Washington office of the
Agricultural and Industrial
ion, but its director, H. K.
: , also was in the dark.
: r. Thatcher did tell the chief ex-
ecutive, however, that a decision ree
garding the source of electric power
(for the plant probably would be
ireached within another week. Loca-
tion of the aluminum plant, he said,
in all probability, will be influenced
byGthat decision.
. Governor Adkins again expressed
hope that the alumina plantpwould
makg extensive use of lower grade
tbauxite ore. He said he had infor-
imation that two processes employing
[6:0 below what is now considered
commercial grade, had been employ-
ied somewhat successfully in pilot

m the fact that it would
prolong the life of Arkansas deposits
to use the leaner ore, he pointed out
that if it should become necessary to
fransfer ships now used to import

, to other uses, successful em-
gloyment of lgower grade ore might
‘be nece i
2 ssary meet increased de-

|

ing yesterday. Governor Adkins con- |
tacted

Arkansas and Its Bauxite And

Gazetidustyn 0-41

i 4
Out of a world convulsion new

in-

dustrial development is born in Arkan-
sas. Definite selection of a site near
Bauxite for a $21,000,000 alumina
plant to be built by the government

means that bauxite mined in Arkan-

sas, which has in the past been ship-
ped out as material for chemical and

menufacturing industry

in other|

state’s, will be processed here at home.
Am_ in addition to this great plant for
the intermediate stage of aluminum
production there is promise of a still
huger plant, costing from $60,000,000
to $100,000,000, for the final stage.of
the process by which this invaluable
metal is recovered from its ore and

refined for commercial use.

.For Governor Adkins, Representa-|
tive D. D. Terry and other members
of the state’s delegation in Congress,

anisms,

typewriters,

Saline County
Industrial

Hopes Soar
iGazettQ 8=10-41

Benton and Bauxite residents be-
lieve the 100,000,000-pound alumi~
num plant awarded to Arkansas
will be located in Saline county “for
the same reasons the Alumina plant
was located here,” H. W. Anderson
said yesterday.

Mr. Anderson, one of the leaders
whose efforts resulted in the Office
of Production Management’s de-
cision to place a $21,000,000 alumina
plant near Bauxite, said no ‘“polit-
ical wires were pulled.” The alum-
inum plant, costing $60,000.000 to
$100,000,000, might be located near-
er Benton than the 400,000,000-pound
alumina plant, which will be about
five miles east of Benton. The Sa-
line county seat is on the Saline
river. An aluminum plant requires
considerably more water than an
alumina plant.

The water question arose when
it was suggested that the State hos-
pital’'s branch be established at
Benton, Mr. Anderson said. A lit-
tle more than five per cent of the
Saline’s drainage area is supplying
water for Little Rock, North Little
Rock and Camp Robinson, he said.
The river could accommodate the
| plants.

Residents of the county are grate-
ful to Congressmen W. F. Norrell
and D. D. Terry for their efforts in
obtaining the plant, Mr. Anderson
| said.

Don’t Expect Power Plant.

| Saline county residents would like
|to have a power plant near the
| bauxite industries, but would not
| be surprised if power comes from
}the “sour gas” fields in south Ar-
| kansas, Mr. Anderson said.

| Official sources had no informa-
| tion regarding locations for the
|aluminum and power plants. Be-
|cause of a shortage in railroad roll-
ing stock, it is believed that the
aluminum plant will be placed near
the alumina plant.

At least a week may elapse before
a location of the power plant is an-
nounced, H. K. Thatcher, director of

telephone.

A direct current is needed for re-
ducing aluminum from alumina, it
was said. A Federal Power Com-
mission publication said that such
a power supply can come frca a
direct current generator or can be
converted from an alternating
current.

Methods Compared.

The extraction of a'umina from
bauxite by the Bayer chemical |
method requires 25 to 300 kilowatt
hours of power per ton of alumi-|
num, the F. P. C. reported. The
electrolytic reduction of aluminum

and the many others who have labored!
so effectively to make Washington

realize Arkansas’s advantages as
site for defense industries,

there must| plants,

be special satisfaction in the govern-
ment decision that assures the erec-

tion of the alumina plant.

‘For the present this will be a de-

from alumina consumes 19,000 Lo
21,000 k. w. h. per ton. .

Governor Adkins said he hopes
the defense program will result in
development of low-grade as well

s peacetime industry when the I ¥
fense emergency ends.

Plant Offered
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* sentative’ Ellis (Dem., Ark.)

the power anywhere in the state

tion Management.
Ellis said Harry Slattery,
administrator, informe

For Aluminum

Washington, Aug. 9 ().—Repre-
said

Ellis said the site of the new
aluminum plant has not been select-
ed, but the REA agreed to deliver
The plant recently was allocated to
Arkansas by the Office of Produc-

REA
the OPM

the state Agricultural and Indus-|
‘trial Commission’s- Washington of- |
fice, informed Governor Adkins by

today the REA was ready “to pro-
ceed at once” and would make an
allotment of not less than $3,500,000
immediately in order that contracts
for generating machinery may be

'y‘rde’t to obtain.”

2 now used is that with 55 per
sent or higher in aluminum oxide
1and 7 per cent of less in silica. Rey-
olds will go below 55 on alumina

d above seven in silica, Mr.
Schmedeman said, but would not
ndicate what the differences would
e.

Location Not Revealed.

He also declined to disclose ex-

act location of proposed mining op-
erations, but said they would be
near the existing operations in Sa-
line and Pulaski counties. The sub-
sidiary he heads has been engaged
in preliminary work since last Oe
tober and at present, seven drilling
crews and about 50 men are at work
aking cuttings, which are being
tested in a laboratory set up at
Sweet Home.
The Sheffield, Ala,, plant where
most of the the bauxite will be pro-
cessed, is approximately the same
size as the proposed new $21,000,000
alumina plant to be constructed by
the government in Arkansas neat
Benton.

Lower Grade
BauxiteTo

g'r

placed. °

Ark-La Co-operative Offers To |
Build Power Plant.

The state’s largest consumer of
power, the Kraft paper mill near|
Camden, using 8,500 kilowatts per |
year, pays an average of 7 1-2 cents
iper k. w. h. to the Arkansas
Power and Light Company. Kraft
has a 2,500-kilowat plant of its
own.

The Ark.-La. Electric Co-opera-|
tive, Inc., which can obtain REA
backing, has offered to guild the
proposed new power plant. The
co-operative, incorporated in Lou-
isiana, filed an entry notice at the
Arkansas secretary of state’s of-
fice Friday. It has an initial al-|
location of $520,000 from the REA.

Be Mined
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Bauxite mining will be started in

Saline and Pulaski ccunties by the
Reynolds Metals Company interests
“soon,” O. C. Schmedeman, man-
ager of the Reynolds Mining Cor-
poration, said yesterday.

A grade of ore lower than the
commercial grade will be used, he
said. No new reduction processes
will be involved, he added, since the
Reynolds alumina-aluminum plants
at Sheffield, Ala., have made me-
chanical and economical improve-
ments for the profitable use of the
lower grade.
~ The ore will contain tess than
55 per cent aluminum oxide and

more than seven per cent silica,
ratios generally used, but Mr.

Reynolds Co.,
ToOpen New

Bauxite Mines

Concern Planning ‘

| To Use ‘Low-Grade’
I Oresy, |

Utilizing ore substantially lower in
grade than is ordinarily considered
commercial, the Reynolds Metal
Company will soon begin extensive

and Pulaski counties, O. .
Schmedeman, manager of the Rey-
| nolds Mining Corporation, disclosed
today.

The company, which has hereto-
fore purchased the bauxite ore used
in its aluminum production will go
into mining operations through the
su}asidlary Reynolds Mining Corpor-
ation, which until today was known
as the Bauxite Mining Corporation.
Mr. Schmedeman emphasized that
the ore to be mined is not drastical-
not lower than that which is now
considered commercial grade, but
said the difference is appreciable.
‘fNo new reduction processes will be |
involved,” he explained. “We have !
a new plant in Alabama and im-
provements in machines used and
economies effected through plant de- |
signing make it possible to profita-
bly use a lower grade ore. ’

The Reynolds Company’s new
plant at Sheffield, Ala., is equipped |
both for reduction of bauxite to |
alumina or aluminum oxide, and re- |
duction of that product to a metal- |
lic aluminum, but a portion of the |
alumina is diverted to a Longview, |
Wash., plant of the concern for final
processing.

Using Arkansas Bauxite.

Reynolds has béen using Arkansas
bauxite in its operations for some
time, but- has been purchasing the
ore. The subsidiary maintained

as high-grade bauxite ore. Arkan- |
sas has lime which would be used
in the low-grade operations.

A qualified source said that
B_auxite and Benton automatical'y
w1]1_ be entitled to defense housing
ratings because of ‘the plant or
: since they are within 30
miles of the Little Rock defense
center. e

here until today as the Bauxite
Mining Corporation, has been pri-
marily a development concern, con-
] explorations and tests of
possible bauxite deposits,

_Papers changing the name of the
firm from the Bauxite to the Rey-
nolds Mining Corporation were filed
::ln the Secretary of State’s office to-

ay. ) |

No mining operations have started {
yet, Mr. Schmedeman said, but add-
ed that “in the near future,” the
company plans to mine ore suffi-
cient to make it self-sustaining.

bauxite mining operations in Saline |

Schmedeman declined to disclose
the exact percentages. Because of
the heavy demand for defense

needs, higher grade bauxite will be-
| come “scarce,” he said.
50 Men at Work.

Most of the mining will be in Sa-
line county. The Reynolds concern
has been making drilling tests since
last fall. Fifty men are employed,
with headquarters at Sweet Home.

may reveal usable bauxite ore exist- ~
ing all the way to Little Rock.
Bauxite “Boom” Seen. :

Some of the Arkansans here are
discussing the new aluminum and
bauxite development in the terms of
an oil boom, with prospects of farm-
ers and small landowners in the new
areas gftting rich overnight from
leasing ‘or selling newly-discovered,
low-grade bauxite. It may or may
not turn out that way, but stories are
reaching Washington of farmers be-
ing offered almost fabulous sums for
leases plus royalties for newly-dis-
covered bauxite deposits.

For several days, a delegation of
business men from Malvern and
Benton have been here working on
the development of alumina and
power in that section of Arkansas
for the defense program. They have
pooled their interests in the devel-
opments and have been here confer-
ring with officials of the Federal

Il
|
H

Power Commission and the Office of
Production Management.

| Those here are Mayor Kelso Kight |
and Carroll Cuffman, Malvern, and
Judge Charles O. Smothers, Mayor
Henry J. Finkbeiner, Joseph Blakley |
and H. J. Jingles, Benton.

NO DATE FIXED
FOR BEGINNING
ALUMINA PLANT

Officials Speculate
Over Delay.
Gazefte O=-17=41

State officials and representa-
tives of bauxite mining firms spee-
ulated yesterday over the delay in
making commitments, leasing or
purchasing property and awarding
of a contract for construction of
a proposed $21,000,000 alumina,
plant near Bauxite.

L. R. Branting, superintendent)

of the Republic Mining and Man-
ufacturing Company properties in|
Saline county, said he was advised
yesterday that no ‘construction con-|
tract had been awarded. An op-|
tion on a plant site already had!
been obtained.

Changes Name.

The Reynolds Mining Corpora-

tion is the new name of the for-
mer Bauxite Mining Corporation.
The firm, incorporated in Dela-

ware, filed copies of amended ar-.

ticles at Secretary of State C. G.
Hall's office yesterday.

President- R. S. Reynolds, na-
tionally recognized as the Alu-
minum Company of America’s first
challenger in many years, at one
time considered Arkansas as a pos-
sible location :or a processing plant.

Bauxite Boom

1Predicted |

|

| proved plant and to secure the se-

No official expressed doubt that
the alumina plant will be built
soon and operated as a permanent
industry after the national emer-
gency is ended. None could pre-
dict when the plant, which the Of-
fice of Production Management
announced two weeks ago would
be erected between Bauxite and
Bryant, would be started.

Governor Adkins and delegations
from Benton and Malvern were in
Washington yesterday, attempting
to obtain prompt action on the ap-

lection of Arkansas as the site of
a proposed $75,000,000 aluminum
plant,

Lower Grade Bauxite To
Bring Smaller Royalties.

_made,” he said.

aluminum plant will be placed in
Arkansas until power can be bought
for three mills per kilowatt hour
has been met partly by the Rural
Electrification Administration. -
“I attended a meeting of OPM,
REA and Federal Power Commis-
sion officials at Washington at
which the three-mill demand was
‘The REA agreed
to furnish power at that rate if it
can obtain funds at the “govern-
ment rate” instead of the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation rate’
of 3 1-2 per cent. I think this can
be done, but approval must be ob-
tained from Secretary of Com-

Adkins S_eek"s:.
Bigger Plant

For Alumina
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Governor Adkins has su’gge»sted_
that the capacity of a 400,000,000~
pound alumina plant awarded to
Bauxite, Saline county, be increased
to 600,000,000 pounds, and that the
capacity of a 100,000,000-pound
aluminum plant designated for Ar-
kansas be increased accordingly,
he said upon returning last night
from a week’s trip to Washington.

Prior to the announcement of

'a location for the alumina plant,

half way between Bauxite and
Byant, he had given assurance
that Arkansas bauxite deposits
would justify a capacity of 600,000,
000 pounds.1 _ i 'sh

. Apparently encouraged by Wash-
ing&?inﬁ&tiohs on Arkansas de-
fense developments, . the governor
said he learned of “no changes”
in plans concerning the establish-
ment of the aluminum plant and
power facilities to operate it. “It's
just like it always has been, and
nothing has been announced about
locations for -the aluminum and
power plants,” he said.

Not Concerned With
Power Supply Fight.

Mr. Adkins said he was mot con-
cerned with whether the Rural
Electrification Administration or
private companies furnish  power,
but wants power generation for the
aluminum plant to be the “first”
served by the south Arkansas sour
gas field. He conferred with of--
ficials of the Standard Oil Com-
pany of New Jersey, which has
large sour gas holdings in the Me-
Kamie field, through its Carter
0il Company, and with Arkansas
Louisiana 'Gas Company officials. |

Representatives of the Office of
Production Management ' and other
agencies were told that “we want
to do everything we can to make
their job easier for them,” the gov-
ernor said. |

Information concerning manga-
nese, limestone and other mineral
deposits was given to the OPM,
Bureau of Mines and others. |

“I feel that the folks in Wash-|
ington know about Arkansas,"|
Governor Adkins said. “The con- |
gressional delegation is making a|

Officials of mining companies
agreed recent activity in the baux-

For Little Rock

8=15=41
Use of Low Grade

Ores to Open
Vast New Fields.

By B. N. TIMMONS.
(Democrat Washington Bureau)
Washington—Arkansas’ low grade

bauxite ore as well as the deposits
of high grade ore, will be utilized by
the new alumina plant to be built
in Saline County for the defense
program, it was learned here today.

New processes have been devised
and proved practical whereby the
same plant can use both high grade
and low grade ore. The new Arkan-
sas plant will be equipped to use
both and will use ore as low as 40
per cent aluminum oxide.

New Fields Possible.

Arkansans ‘who have been work-
ing on the development of the state’s
bauxité resources for the defense
program are pleased that the low
grade ore will be used in the new

|

new fields which hitherto could not
be tapped.

'I'hep%ether is that it will make it
possible for the Arkansas resources

plant for wto reasons One is that it
| will mean the opening up of vast

fense industry. But we must refuse to
believe that a plant located in the
chief bauxite field of the country,
close to the greatest plant in the

United States for crushing, cleaning is capable of profitably’ processing | {p¢ " G "N “Feciic s
and drying the green ore to are B e Fod . | fields, which up to now were un-
it for h,emi,g‘ cal grem sing, Twﬂprle‘_p&f ey Tiastion, of demans., | ?;wq;,whiim‘ o Jiscovered and
find its permanent place in the na- ‘and the higher grade is becoming e

_ The new reduction plant will not
make exclusive use of leaner ores,
he explained. The best product
available will be obtained, but be-

|cause of improvements, the plant

to go farther and last longer.
It was learned that since the deci-
sion was made to use the low grade

bauxite, as low as 40 per cent alum-

inum oxide, the testing and drilling

ite fields has been important and

.| substantial, but denied the activity
- has approached the proportions of

a boom. They said that owners
of property from which lower
grade bauxite can be mined prof-
itably for the first time may be
required to accept lower royalties.

It was pointed out that increased
cost of processing low gradg baux-
ite will mean a higher price per
pound of the finished metal, even
though the mining cost per ton
will remain stationary.

“Although there is a great de-
mand for aluminum,” a mining
company official said, “there also
is a ceiling on the price the public
will pay.”

“This new development will mean
more production,” Mr. Branting
said. “But the industry desires to
build on a solid basis that will
'survive after the emergency.”

Processing of Low Grade
Ores to Increase Cost.

An official of a company which
plans to mine low grades of baux-

cent metal content could not be
profitably shipped out of the state
to its processing plant. He said

the cost of processing some ores
above 40 per cent would increase
‘the cost markedly. :

Ellis Predicts Power Rate

ite said ores of less than 40 per

completely co-operative effort.”

BIE ALUMINGM
PLANT ASSURED
~ STATEBYREL.

Will Be Operated
By Alcoa.
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Washington, Aug. 20 (#).—Jesse
Jones, federal loan administrator,
announced today the government
would build, at a cost of $52,000,000,
aluminum plants in Arkan_sas, New
York, and the Bonneville dam area
to produce metal for the manufac-
ture of bombers. The projects were
undertaken at the request of the
OPM and the army as part of a
plan designed to double the alumi-

num capacity of the country. :
The $52,000,000 is to be for plants
to be built and operated by the

A




 plant to make 400,000,000 pounds of |

alumina (an intermediate produet
in. the conversion of bauxite into
aluminum); and the construction
| of aluminum smelting plants of |
150,000,000 pounds capacity near,‘
. Massena, N. Y. 90,000,000 pounds|
- capacity near Bonneville dam, and
100,000,000 pounds capacity in Ar-
kansas. 5

Exact sites of plants have not
been decided on, and the cost of
land, Jones estimated, may bring
their total cost to $60,000,000.

Contracts With Other
Companies Under Negotiation.

Jones said he was negotiating to
finance the construction of facili-
ties with 100,000,000 pounds capac-
ity for Reynolds Metals Comparw
and 160,000,000 for other aluminum
manufacturers. The new Reynolds
- plants would be in Alabama and
the Bonneville dam area.

Alcoa Agrees to Reduce
Price Two Cents Per Pound.
Jones also announced that as a

‘result of negotiations with Arthur
V. Davis, chairman of the Board of

Directors of the Aluminum Com-

FOR PRODUCING
ALUMINA LKELY

Arkansas May Get
Four Units.
Gazeffe B=p2-41

Washington, Aug. 21 (£), — The
Office of Production Management
recommended to the War Depart-
ment today a further increase of
600,000,000 pounds in the annual ca-
pacity to produce alumina, an inter-
mediate stage in production of
aluminum,

William S. Knudsen, director of

‘pany of America, “that company|the OPM, recommended that a

will reduce the price of
aluminum from 17 cents to 15 cents
‘per pound on all shipments made
after September 30 and prices for
other types of aluminum will be
reduced at least two cents per
pound.”

Aides estimated this would save
the government about $15,000,000
a year on Alcoa aluminum. Jones
indicated other aluminum com-
panies would follow the price
| change and increase the saving.

Transaction Not to Affect
Anti-Trust Proceedings.

In answer to a question about
anti-trust proceedings against Al-
coa, he said the Justice Department
had approved the deal, and the
transaction would affect in no way
anti-trust litigation.

. The new Alcoa plants will be

| built and operated by Alcoa under

| a five-year lease, under which the
Defense Plant Corporation, a gov-
ernment agency, will gét 85 per
cent of the net profits. Alcoa will
retain 15 per cent as a fee for oper-
ating the plants.

ingot l

|plant with a capacity to produce
500,000,000 pounds annually of alum-
ina be built in Arkansas and that

another plant previously recom-

mended for the same state should
have a capacity of 500,000,000
pounds instead of the 400,000,000
pounds first proposed.

The exact site of the additional

plant has not been selected but the
one previously recommended is to
be built near Bauxite, Ark.

Both plants would be financed by
the Defense Plant Corporation and
be owned by the government.

Knudsen recommended that the
Aluminum Company .of America
construct and operate both plants
but that the government retain
ownership of the alumina produced
at the second plant just initiated
and sell it to aluminum making
‘companies, He proposed that the
IRFC establish an agency to buy ores
and set prices for the sale of alum-
ina.

Experiments With
Alunite Recommended.

“T am sure this is a low fee,”

1 Jones said.
L‘Norre-ll Says Plant Capacity
To Be Increased.

- Representative Norrell

(Dem.,

The OPM also recommended to
the War Department that the ex-
‘traction of alumina from alunite be
started on a small scale at Marys-
vale, Ut. The operation would bhe
carried on by Kalunite, Inc., of Salt

Ark.) said the Office of Production| Lake City with a plant having a ca-

Management recommended

of an alumina plant  in
‘county, and construction of
aluminum plant in the
bauxite deposits.

Instead of the proposed capacity
of 400,000,000 pounds of alumina
| annually at the Saline county plant,
Norrell said, OPM proposed 500,-

000,000 pounds. If the OPM recom-
mendations were adopted, he said,
the Saline county plant also would
contain a tailings treatment plant
.using a process developed by the
aluminum company, and the sec-
ond plant a custom smelter plant.
The OPM recommended that tne
aluminum plant be located at a site
easily accessible to indepgndent
_producers of bauxite, he said.
‘Benton-Bauxite Area Expecte

To Get New Plant.

It would be “good business and
common sense” to enlarge the
aluminum and alumina plants,
Governor Adkins said. “I feel
reasonably sure there will be no
unnecessary delay in getting the
plants started,” he said.

Indications that the Bauxite-
Benton area in Saline county might
have the “inside track” for the
aluminum plant are:

The Aluminum Company of Amer-
| ica, which will operate the
| alumina plant near Bauxite and
| the aluminu.. plant, controls the
Republic Mining and Manufac-
turing Company at Bauxite, the
state’s largest bauxite mining
concern.
Washington dispatches’ refer-
ences to the fact that the
i plant would be near the bauxite
deposits.
| A freight rate advantage which,
| Saline residents say, is offered by
a Benton-Bauxite location. Baux-
ite and alumina would have to be
transported only a few miles at
1 the most,

Camden, Malvern and Calion
have been considered as possible
locations. The power

Arkansas, where “sour gas” fields
have large reserves. The 100,-
000,000 pound aluminum

today
expansion of the proposed capacity
Saline
an
area of

pacity of 100 tons of ores a day.
Production of alumina from alunite
has not been accomplished before on
a commercial scale although small
operations have been conducted by
Kalunite, Inc., for some time, offi-
cials said. .

These officials estimated that con-
struction of the new plants would

give the United States capacity for

i f the first o
; PIanLs: ; 5 ;
- Mr. Norrell said the proposed ex-
pansion of mining facilities would
b.ring production of the Arkansas
fields up to approximately 2,000,000,-
iOOO pounds of bauxite annually.

‘Two Plants Would Require
‘Lot of Bauxite.’

A “lot of bauxite” would be re-
,quired by two proposed alumina
| plants with a capacity of 500,000,~
000 pounds annually each, Supt. L.
R. Branting of the Republic Min-
iing and Manufacturing Company.
Alcoa subsidiary at Bauxite, said
| yesterday.

Two representatives of the Of-
fice of Production Management
were at Bauxite Wednesday, he
said, but the decision to build two
alumnia plants instead of one had
not been announced then. Mr.
Rranting said the OPM officials
discussed plans for washing low-

' grade ores.

Governor . Adkins disclosed he

' proposed the construction of two

alumina plants at last week's con-
ferences with OPM officials at
Washington, and expressed satis-
faction when notified his proposal
%®ad been approved.

Aluminum

Would Lift Annual Capacity 340{

Million Pounds — “Unr

Co. to Build,
Operate 3 New Plants
Under RFC Agreement

of - aluminum is
‘asked if that would not p £
Co. to “continue its monopoly.”
couldn’t be produced without alumina,
of the alumina was controlled by

questioner persisted.
Does Not See Much Difference

wouldn't ‘‘the monopoly be maintained?” thg contracting agency to “q\‘r&

discuss settis

ite, as well as the qu
schedules.” : :
He said Republic was a mining

estion

Not replying directly, Mr. Jones said he| subsidiary of the Aluminum Com-
didn't see much difference between alumina and|pany of America which will use

aluminum, that they were both part of the same
thing. He added in response to a query that
the new arrangement would have no effect on

the bauxite in processing alum-
inum. £

“There will be further confer-
ences next week with inde: nt

the government’s anti-trust action against companies having bt,uxited?:ladin ".f

Alcoa.

The new aluminum plants to be built by

Alcoa under the RFC contract will be

Massena, N. Y., with an annual capacity of 150
million pounds; in the Bonneville Dam area,
probably at Troutdale, Ore., with a 90 million
pound capacity; and around Camden, Ark., with

100 million pound capacity.

The over-all cost of these plants, exclusive
of sites, Mr. Jones said, will approximate $52
The total cost of all the plants, in-
cluding those to be put up by the other alumi-
num companies, he estimated, will *not be much|

million.

over $100 million.”

Negotiations with these other companie
are nearly complete, it was understood. The
Olin plant, with 50-million- pound capacity, will
be at Tacoma, Wash.; the Union Carbide plant,
with 40-million-pound capacity, at Spokane; the
Bohn plant, with 70-million-pound capacity, at
Los Angeles. Reynolds Metal Co., which will
get a contract for production of 100-million-
pounds, was to build a plant at Listerhill, Ala.|
Mr. Jones said, however, a part of the new Rey-|ite_tonight.
may be constructed in the

nolds facilities
Bonneville area.

Adkins Urges

easonable

ests For =

Profits” Prohibited—Price Cut

8-21-41

Bauxite

From THE WALL STREET JOURNAL Washington Bureaw

WASHINGTON—A long step toward pro-
viding additional aluminum for defense was
taken yesterday when. the Reconstruction Fi-

nance Corp. and the Aluminum Co.

concluded arrangements for construction of
three new aluminum plants with total capacity

of 340,000,000 pounds annually.
The plants will be designed and
by Alcoa, without profit.
by the Defense Plant Corp., an RFC
and operated by Alcoa under a five
Federal Loan Administrator

nounced that the contracts provide that if

Alcoa makes “unreasonable profits’
aluminum produced in the leased

: break the lease and e ¥
\varnmen. mayThe Defense Plant Corp. re- permitted to accumulate in large

over operation.

s ”

serves to itself ‘“final determination

what constitutes “unreasonable pr
At the same time,

They will be owned
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In an effort to expedite opera-
tion of a proposed aluminum plant
to be constructed in Arkansas,
Governor Adkins recommended to
the Office of Production Manage-
ment yesterday that a “liberal sum”
be set aside to drill test holes in
search of bauxite deposits on prop-
erty of individuals in Pulaski and
Saline counties.

subsidiary, He also suggested that a gov-
-year lease. ernment agency be formed to buy
Toties an-‘ bauxite from  individuals in any

of America

constructed

quantity. In addition, he proposed

P _ it would be “expedient to ‘stock
in selling pile’ the ore” for emergency use.

plants, the “Stock piling” is a term applied

take| to the mining of ore which is then i

as' tol quantities- until needed.
| " “If the OPM wants to speed the

ts.” aluminum plant along it could pro-

Mr. Jones revealed that yide a liberal sum to drill individ-

2,720,000,000 pounds of alumina an-’

plant or .
plants probably will be in south .

‘plant.

nually.

each year. ?
Officials said alumina also

other purposes.

or additions to existing ones.

Four Plants Embraced
In Arkansas Program.

ities in the bauxite area.

This would be within 300,000,000 d to r
to 400,00,000 of the amount nc;w con- ;g(’)r:leu cen
sidered necessary to produce 1,400,-
000,000 pounds of aluminum metal

To meet these re-
quirements, another recommenda- >
tion will be made soon. It has not Plant Corp. may build as many
been decided whether to recommend they wish or expand existing plan

construction of an additional plant g..n.nq for aluminum fall below 40% of the concerning the sites of the alumi-
of all the plants owned by both,' num plant and a second alumina

Representative Norrell (Dem,
Ark.) said the program in Arkansas ;
recommended by OPM involved operation as rental. X ; ! g
construction of four separate plants operated at the same relative capacity as plants of the OPM Power Division, left
as well as expansion of mining facil- pwned by ALCOA.

First of the four plants, he said,
would be that in Saline county, al-
ready approved by the War Depart-
merit, and incguied 1}:1 a $52,000,000 Union
contract signed by the Reconstruc- re close
tion Finance Corporation and the DN, 55 &
Aluminum Company of America ;:
yvesterday for new plant facilities

as a result of these negotiations;

ments made after September 30.
fabricated aluminum, he added,

a isreduced “at least” 2 cents per poun
used in the chemical industry for
water treatment, filtration St some cases, more.

educe the price of ingot alum
ts to 15 cents a pound, on all ship-

Prices for
will also be
d, and in

Alcoa has ual places in the bauxite area,” the
inum governor said. “Most farmers and

other landowners cannot afford to
drill test holes.”
Conference Tuesday.
The governor announced that
State Geologist George C. Branner
has been called to Washington by

The contract between the RFC and ALCOA A. H. Bunker, chief of the Alumi-|
provides that either the company or the Defense num Section of OPM, for a confer-

rated capacity

new plants as
ts. Should the

ence on the proposed aluminum
plant Tuesday morning.
He believed an announcement

it is provided that either party may cancel the plant will be made soon after the

lease.

Under the contract, ALCOA/ will pay the De-

£ Ls_ibor Day holiday, simultaneously
with the award of contracts for
| construction and operation of pow-

fense Plant Corp. 85% of its net profits from ¢, facilities.

Other Contracts Near Conclusion

The new plants are to be

Mr. Adkins said J. A. Krug, head

Washington yesterday for a three-.

day holiday and probably will
make no announcement until his

Contracts now near conclusion with the Rey- return.

of the Alcoa contract.

lin Arkansas, New York and near 260,000,000 pounds of aluminum.

Bonneville Dam, Ore. Present plans

nolds Metal Co., the Bohn Aluminum Corp.,
Carbide Co. and the Olin Corp., it was| A gency To

ly patterned along the lines

Plants to be built by

these companies call for a total capacity o

Buy Bauxite

Mr. Jones said that when all of these plants

call for annual production of 400,- are operating, total aluminum capacity in the D s d
000,000 pounds of alumina at this yynited States will be around 1.5 billion pounds lscusse

plant, Mr. Norrell said, but OPM’s
new recommendations would up this
Alumina is pro

to’ 500,000,000 pounds.

an intermediate product in the con- together.”

version of bauxite ore to aluminum.
In addition, Mr. Norrell said, OPM

recommended:
Anothr alumina

'would require a 120,000-kilowatt |

%po er plant. The alumina
will need little power.

Mo igin . bla,r;tl, also tot €0

0,000,000 pounds annual capacity, 400 million

at an undetermined site in the Ar- ~y -
isas bauxite fields, accessibl

ndent to

T

a year, which is “substantially more than that
duced by all the rest of the world put

‘preak the monopoly of the Aluminum Co.” He ~
d his questioner: “You understand English,.

Gazette 9-5-41
Washington, Sept. 4 (B .—Dr.

The Federal Loan Administrator yesterday George C. Branner, Arkansas state
also confirmed reports that a contract has been geologist, said tohight wxilonal de:
mpleted with the Aluminum Co.' SO 5. W fense officials were holding con-

ound alumina plant in Arkansas.

‘Mr. Jones was asked at his press conference ’ ‘ "
if the result of the Alcoa contract would be to aluminum produetion at a contem

ferences here aimed at expediting

plated new plant in Arkansas.

“These conferences do not deal
selection of a',; site for either
u! ‘ nt or the alt

1

They also visited the mines of the
American Cyanamid Co. = .

in Arkansas,” Dr. Branner said.

« Mr.NorrellOn
Inspection Of
Bauxite Area

Special to the Gazette. 9-12“41

Hot Springs, Sept. 10.—As evi- |
dence of .appreciation of his suc,-)X
cessful effort to have the govern-
ment locate a $23,000,000 alumina
plant near Bauxite, citizens of that']
town and Benton headed by Cham- |

ber of Commerce and Rotary Club
members banqueted Congressman
W. F. Norrell, Monticello, at Baux-

John L. Hughes, Benton, past
district governor of Rotary, was
toastmaster. County Judge Charles
O. Smithers, Benton, introduced
Congressman Norrell. Judge Smith-
ers referred to the work that had
been done. in gathering data, and
detailed the effort Congressman
Norrell had made to bring a de-
fense industry to Saline county. He
said the alumina plant was obtained
only “because of his untiring ef-
forts.” i :
Speaker Draws Applause.

Congressman Norrell was ap-
plauded when he said, “Saline coun-
|ty will probably make the most
|outstanding contribution toward
|winning this war—aluminum.”

He said that after his election
to Congress three years ago he de-
termined to try to interest the gov-
jernment in building plants in the
Sixth District to process bauxite.
'?he war, and the shortage of alum-
inum, he said, provided the oppor-
tunity to impress on government
officials the facts about Arkansas
bauxite. L

Mr. Norrell said that in a few
days a government engineer will
be in Bauxite to determine the ex-
act location of the aluminum plant
which, he added, will have a ca-
pacity of 500,000,000 pounds annual-
ly. More than 400 acres have been
| bought by the govérnment as a lo-
cation. :

“That is 100,000,000 pounds in-
crease over the first announced ca-
pacity,” Congressman Norrell said.
| Second Plant Planned.

He said also that there would be
|a second alumina plant in the vi-
cinity of the first, which would
have an additional unit known as
'“the tailings treatment” plant. The
|latter will process bauxite discard-
'ed by the first plant. -Cost of the
second enterprise, with its addi-
tional unit, Mr. Norrell said, will
exceed that of the first alumina
plant.

He promised that an aluminum
plant will be built in Arkansas.
He said he expected to receive in-
formation about sites soan. :
Congressman Norrell closed his

‘address with a review of the pres-
ent national defense picture and
|prediction of defeat for Germany

fand its allies.

Confers at Benton. ¥

Before going to Bauxite Con-
gressman Norrell met a commit-
tee at Benton, consisting of Mayor
H. J. Finkbeiner, C. F, Elza, post-
master; Joe Blakley, H. J. Gingles
and H. W. Anderson, representing
the Benton Chamber of Commerce
and the Benton-Bauxite Rotary
clubs, and Robert Dorris. Ko .

He was accompanied to Benton
by Mrs. Norrell, his secretary, Rep-
resentative Ernest Maner, and Wal-
ter M. Ebel, Hot Springs newspa-
per man.

Inspects Bauxite Property.

Thg, party was taken for an in-
spection of the property of the Re-
public Mining and Manufacturing
Company, by Supt. L. R. Branting.

largest “strip job” in connection

with the bauxite industry in
Ugliad Sl whwnie
e

They saw what is said to be the |




ch bed of ore, ‘The (ite' depostts when  twe  aluimin
which covers scores of acres | plants authorized by the Office of
: hggfﬁ‘?m than 1,000,000 | Production Management are placed
have been removed is |in operation. One 500,000,000-pound
feet deep. N i alumina plant already has been
| Rouge Deposit at Bauxite. | assigned to Saline county for op-
. mns}ﬁeeaﬂ!tnan dNorr_egl’sf iattentjttdn' eration by the Aluminum Company
tiﬁ%ﬁg Vsa?dawgo‘?:o:gewg)agk.” 2 ‘fofD‘:.m ;13::;1“ did not- attempt to‘
“Th;;: is “en‘c;:ugge To‘;g:ﬁ on d:- ‘plq.cg a value on low-grade bauxite. \
posit here” a member o e party = P
'said, “to provide red cheeks for':Aiymlnum Plant In
‘every woman in the United States” TV A Area Considered. ‘
. C_o\%teasman Norrell asked what | i Y4~41
Mr. Branting’s, company intended Gaze tte—9
to do with the rouge stone deposit.|  Decatur, Ala. Sept. 13 (/).—Ma-
*"'Wi are too busy with the baux- gon Cl?lsm%/[ \;1(:1e gresxdent olf:{ 'tlﬁe
/ite to do anything with 'it, he re- | Reynolds etal Company, Rich-
plied. “Persons identified with the | mond, Va., told the®Decatur Daily
mtnui_ncture of rouge have been today his company was considering
‘here, examined the deposit and ( construction of a new aluminum
wgud‘ whether we had a supply ’ plant in the Tennessee /,Valley re- |
‘sufficient to make processing prof- gion. ‘
le. Up to now, however, we “We are negotiating regarding
e had to throw it aside.” another aluminum plant,” he said,
_ Norrell said he intended to and added he was hopeful the ne-
A L if the rouge industry gotiations would be completed |
would be interested. shortly, :
"NE “If we do go into it, it will be

F _M MaY OPen Office ! down in the Tennessee Valley re-.
To PurChase Bauxite. gion,” Caskie declared.

+

Bunker, head of thel

The company has a $35,000,000 |
Gaze tte—8=12~41 {aluminum plant at Muscle Shoals,
The Office of Production Man- Ala. Ty N b
agement is considering a plan to ’ e
establish and supervise an agency J J
'to purchase bauxite, especially low- esse Ones
aluminum plants to be built in Ar- De fends 4 lcoa
kansas, Dr. George C. Branner,
state geologist, told Governor Ad- !
ki%s yesterday. \ L
~ His suggestion for expediting the l
start of production at the proposed l Ontrac t
ings is being studied by the OPM, [y W, 3 g
‘the governor learned. Dr. Branner Bt azetie 9=18-41
said the OPM also is studying the Washington, Sept. 15 (P).—A $52,-
{Mivisability of ' establishing - price 000,000 government contract with
scales. g
The geologist returned from a 'the Aluminum Corporation of |
America was assailed as “entirely
B one-sided” today before the Sen-
‘ L ll’-G d tee after Secretary of Commerce
o ra e Jones had described the agreement
g 3 as “good and safe.” Hugh A. Ful-
B t { ton, committee lawyer, said “It's
Dauxtiie 1 o : difficult to find any obligation on|
e ; the part of Alcoa.” He contended
iB U d ernment from operating its own|
! e se plants “unless Alcoa agrees.”
: g Jones, as head of the Defense
Gazette 9-12-41 Plants Corporation, an R. F. C.
‘posits will find a bonanza when
the new aluminum industry allotted
to Arkansas by the Office of Pro-
‘duction Management Is placed in
operation, Dr. George C. Branner
‘indicated yesterday.

grade ores, for the alumina and
'plants by immediate test-hole drill- 1
10-day trip to Washington.
ate defense investigating commit-
the contract would prevent the gov-|
Owners of low-grade bauxite de-
- The state geologist said

low=
ng!ude ore will be used exclusively
| during the period of emergency,
providing a “golden opportunity for
f;"i‘.'ﬁ'ﬁy"' with this type of bauxite

- Dr. Branner, who returned
this week from Washington where
he conferred with government of-
ficials on plans for the new plants,
explained that most mines now op- |
erating in Arkansas produce high- |
grade ore. ‘
“After the emergency is over, |
these facilities will have to use|
high-grade ore in order to com:
pete with other aluminum pro-|
duction,” Dr. Branner said. “One|
ton of alumina requires 1.65 long
tons of imported ore, two tons of
high-grade Arkansas ore or 2.89
tons of low-grade Arkansas ore
Imported bauxite cuts the amount
of ore about a ton.” {
_~Dr. Branner said he heard noth-
ing in Washington which would'
dicate Arkansas may not get
1e proposed plants.
“In fact,” he said, “I wouldn’t
be surp}'xsec} if the announcement
location is made any day now.”

vest Starts (
'emga efals

began operation of its new aluminum hyrt by this contract,” he testified
Longview, Wash. Taking its first
 power under the contracts exec
ary and March for 60,000 kws. s D
designed to produce about 30,000 tons Z uminum produced,

g, Taking of power was
th completion and bringing into
the fifth generator at Bonneville inum.”

year.

yalty on Bauxite
_ One-Eighth of Value.
Gaze Qe 15=41
The normal royalty of $1 a ton
3s reached an average of one-
eighth the present market value of
washed and dried bauxite, or the!
equivalent of oil royalties, Dr.
George C. Branner said yester-'

day. : .

- The market price of 56-59 per
cent alumina ore with five to eight'
er ce a was $7.50 to:::'m

Aluminum Plant

Operating

subsidiary, signed the contract Au-
gust 19 over the objections of Sec-
retary of Interior Ickes, who term-
'ed is “contrary to the ‘policies of
this administration.”

The agreement provided that the
government furnish funds for con-
| structing aluminum piants, which
are to be leased to - Alcoa for five
years. Alcoa will receive 15 per
cent of the profits as a fee for
operating the factories.

Depending On Good Faith.

Senator Mead (Dem., N. Y.), act-
ing chairman of the committee,
objected to the lack of a time
(clause_ in the construction contract,
| saying Alcoa could take five years
to build the plants and still not be
| subject ‘to penalties. Jones -re-
!torted that the “purpose and spirit”
of the contract was for Alcoa to

m man

Arthur H. 5
aluminum and agnesium pro-
duction division of M, said Wall-

gren was “wholly incorrect” in de-
claring OPM had not studied alum-
inum production methods other
than that employed by Alcoa.
He said OPM aimed at an alum-

inum production peak of 167 tons"

a day and planned for manufac-
ture of 475 million pounds annually
on the west coast alone.

Increased Aluminum

Production Planned.
Gazetbe—S=17=41
Washington, Sep. 16 (&).—The

Supply Priorities and Allocations

Board today announced a policy

calling for “extended production of

every critical material to meet the
needs of the all-out defense pro-
gram.”

Immediate efforts will be concen-
trated on aluminum, magnesium
and copper. Magnesium plans call
for an additional 364,000,000 pounds

a year.
Aluminum expansion contem-
plates an increase of 600,000,000

pounds a year. Emphasis will be
placed on getting new aluminum
plants built and into operation as
quickly as possible.

Expansion of copper production
was called for through a campaign
designed to increase the available
supply and to reduce the demand.
The board directed Donald M. Nel-
son, executive director, to seek to
cut domestic consumption of cop-
per between 250,000 and 350,000 tons
annually. It also ordered a study
to increase ‘production in existing
American mines.

More, Larger
Aluminum
Plants Sought

Gazette 9-18-41

Washington, Sept. 17 (/P).—Plans
to speed and expand construction
of aluminum and magnesium plants
to produce airplane metals were
announced today after a meeting of
Loan Administrator Jones and the
Supply Priorities and Allocations
Board.

Jones said the group decided to
speed the program to expand alum-
inum capacity to 1,500,000,000

pounds a year and plan further
plants for aluminum, and take simi-
lar action on magnesium for which

gust 20 with the Alumi :
pany of America to build the plant
somewhere in Arkansas, the site
has not been made public.

While the choice of Helena re-
mained only a speculation, Gover-
nor Adkins said he heard reports
that the Phillips county city was
under consideration. Dr. George C.
Branner, state geologist, declared
he had heard the same thing but
had received no definite informa-
tion.

‘ Location Favorable.

Some state officials said that if
| Helena is selected its water trans-
portation facilities and proximity
to metal-producing and fabricat-
' ing plants at Alcoa, Tenn., may be
the deciding factors. It was point-
ed out that, after the emergency,
permanent aluminum and alumina
plant would require water trans-
portation direct from Moengo and
Paranam, Suriname (Dutch Gui-
ana), where high grade bauxite ore
can be obtained to compete with

i

ing the emergency, the Arkansas
plant would utilize alumina pro-
duced from low-grade ores.

The Aluminum company has ob-
tained options on land for .con-
struction of an alumina plant near
its bauxite mines in Saline county.

Even Greater
Aluminum

'Need Seen

Gazette 9=25=41
Washington, Sept. 24 (P).—Jesse
| Jones, federal loan administrator,
said today he expected the country
would have to expand manufactur-
ing capacity for steei, aluminum
and other defense materials even
| beyond the huge programs now
contemplated. ;
~Jones announced signing of a
| contract for new aluminum. -plants
with. 60,000,000 pounds annual ca-
pacity to be built by the Reynolds
Metals: Company near Sheffield,
Ala., and to be financed by an
$8,000,000 R.. F. C. loan. Jones said
negotiations were continuing for
another Reynolds aluminum plant
in the Bonneville dam area and sev-
eral contracts for new steel capaci-
ty were nearing completion. )
Jones described the Reynolds
loan terms as more .iberal than any
granted to the Aluminum Company
of America. He said criticisms from
some unidentified quarters that the
Aluminum Company received better

the present goal is 400,00,000 pounds
a year. :
_ “We haven’t settled the details
and 1 can’t tell you how much
money or additional capacity will
be involved,” Jones reported.
Eearlier, Jones said negotiations
were nearly complete to finance an
addition to the aluminum plants of
the Reynolds Metal Company, near
Sheffield, Ala., to increase their ca-|
pacity from 40,000,000 to 100,000,000

terms than Reynolds were “100 per
cent inaccurate.”

Jones said the R. F. C. has agreed
to finance the construction of three
or four shipyards to build the new
Sea Otter type of merchant ship,
but no details or amounts were
available. The first “ship of this
type, built at Orange, Tex, is be-
ing tested.

o Change in Plans

other producers of aluminum. Dur-

i Gazette

pounds a year.
OPM Chiefs Say
‘Plans Unchanged.

Gazette— =47

Washington, Sept. 20 (&).—Office
of Production Management offi-
cials asserted today there was no
prospect of Arkansas losing the two
aluminum plants allotted to it un-
ider the national defense program.

Congressman Clyde: T, Ellis of
Bentonville, in a statement issued
Thursday, declared there was a
definite possibility the state might
lose a 100,000,000-pound aluminum
plant because of the power situa-
tion.

Beyond denying the possibility of
the state losing the 1,000,000,000
alumina plant and the smaller
aluminum plant, the OPM officials
declined comment.

Ellis said - government - officials
had expressed
state’s ability to supply an adequate
amount of power and at a low rate.

Aluminum
Plant May Go
To Helena

Gazetbe 9=23=41

Statehouse circles heard yester-
day that the aluminum plant al-
located to Arkansas by the Office

build the plants “as rapidly as pos-
sible.”

. Fulton questioned Jones regard-
/ing a provision whereby Alcoa
i could refuse to accept bauxite, basic
material for aluminum, if the com-
pany considered the price was not
“reasonable.” The contract pro-
vides for arbitration in such an in-
stance. 3

“Then, if Alcoa doesn't want us
to, we can’'t even deliver materials
to our own plants,” Fulton com-
mented.

Jones was asked what would
happen if Alcoa refused to arbi-
| trate on bauxite prices. He re-
plied that the government and the
company would have no ditficulty.|

“I haven’'t any fear in the world’
that the government is going to be

Co. thi

Jones estimated Alcoa would not
uted make a net profit exceeding one-!
The fourth cent per pound on. the
and added,
“it’'s cheap for the government be-

cause they’'re the only people quali-
fied by experience to make alum-

Senator Ball (Rep., Minn.) said
the committee was “worried that
we’'ve used Alcoa so much they'll
come out of this emergency with
their monopoly position strength-
ened.” -

Jones said he didn’t believe that
was true and cited the Reynolds
Metals Company as a competitor
which had been strengthened. .

OPM Processes Discussed.

Earlier, Senator Wallgren (Dem.,
Wash.) had declared management
was ‘“unwilling” to consider pro-

concern over the |

For Aluminum Units.

| Gazetbe—S=24-41

| Washington, Sept. 23 (&).—Sen-
ator Caraway (Dem., Ark.) said
| today she knew no reason why Ar-

i 3 n  industry
couneil composed of representa-
tives of industry and labor under

- government chairmanship, and
extension of collective bargaining.

N. A. Zonarich, president of the
A. W. A, quoted the Bureau of
Mines as estimating Arkansas
bauxite mining operations could |

_be stepped up 500 per cent in four
months, %

Nothing Done as Yet
About Alumina Plant.

Gazette—o=~28~41
Options obtained by the Alumi-
num Company of America on Sa-

line county land, expected to -be-
come the site of a $21,000,000 alumi-
na plant authorized by the Office
of Froduction Management, will ex-
pire October 1 unless exercised.
State administration officials, who
have been awaiting an announce- |
ment that construction will begin'
soon, were told that the options‘
have been extended. ]
Continued delay in the construe-
tion of the alumina plant and in
selection of a site for a 560.000,000‘
aluminum plant evidently is puzz- |
ling to state officials as to the |
| public. ’

Aluminum Plant

Plans Unchanged

Washington (#)—senator CaLllaway
(D., Ark.) said today she knew of
no reason why Arkansas might lose
a promised aluminum plant because
of the lack of power or for any oth-
er reason.

In a statement she said that she
and other Arkansas members of
Congress had been assured that the
state would also receive two alumi-
na plants as well as the aluminum
plant.

She added that “there has been
a disposition of late as I see it, to
perhaps consolidate the two alumina
_Plants into one; in other words, to
double the capacity of the “already
located plant instead of one in an-
other location.”

Delay in locating the alumin
plant, she said she understood, \;/l:;
caused partially by the desire of of-
ficials, because of climatic and other
reasons, first to determine the loca-
tion of a plant in the northwestern
part of the country.

First Part
Of Decision

Favors Alcoa
10=1=41

(By the Assoclated Press.)

New York, Sept. 30.—The Alumi- |
num Company of America won an |
initial point today in the opinion|
which Federal Judge Francis G.!|
Caffey started reading from the!
bench on the government’s action:
to dissolve the giant business or-.|
ganization. i
Judge Caffey was expected to
take about three days to read his
opinion on the anti-trust proceed-
ings which started April 23, 1937,

kansas might lose a promised alum-
inum plant because of the lack of
| power or for any other reason.

In a statement she said that she|

and other Arkansas members of
Congress had been assured that the
state would also receive two alum-
ina plants as well as the aluminum
plant. -

She added that “there has been
a disposition of late as I see it to
perhaps consolidate the tweo alum-
ina plants into one, in other words
to double the capacity of the al-
ready located plant instead of one
in another location.”

Delay in locating the aluminum
plant, she said she understood, was
caused partially by the desire of
| officials, because of climatic and

other reasons, first to determine
l the location of a plant in the north-
!

western part of the country.
| “I may be in error, but I see no
| reason why Arkansas should not
| receive the aluminum plant which
_has been ‘promised us,” she said.
Expanded Bauxite
Mining Proposed
Gazette—S=R283=41
Cincinnati, Sept. 27 (&P).—The
Executive Board of the C. I. O.
Aluminum Workers of America
endorsed today a proposal to end
the nation-wide aluminum short-
~age by expanding mining opera-
‘tions, rationing power, and train-

from which developed the longest

(trial in history before a judge. The |

“trial started June 1, 1938. i

[ There was no jury in the case in
which the government charged con-
' spiracy on the part of the alumi-
'muum company and 60 corporate and
individual co-defendants to monop-
olize, and sought to appoint receiv-
ers and trustees to effect dissolu-
/ tion.

i Judge Caffey said today the gov-
ernment had not established
through two key witnesses that
Alcoa had monopolized bauxite

| fields in Arkansas or anywhere else

lin the United States. He said that
| prior to February 2, 1909, when the
so-called Bradley patents for the
production of aluminum from haux-
ite expired, it appeared from the
evidence that “Alcoa had enjoyed
no more rights than were guaran-
teed to it under the provisions of

the patent act.” g

The two witnesses mentioned by

Judge Caffey were George D. Has-

kell, president of the Bausch Ma-
chine Tool Company, and Joseph
' Uihlein, Milwaukee banker and
part-owner of the Schlitz Brewing
Company. ‘
. He commented that Haskell told
of investigations which led him to|
‘believe, as he told the late James
'B. Duke, that the Aluminum C_am-’
‘pany of America controlled the

cesses for aluminum manufacture |of Production Management may e | ;o "0 for annual production p;
other than used by Alcoa. 2 { ... | of 3000000000 pounds.
He said “the Western hill fo!  Other points in the



Judge Recalls Testimo
{Of Dr. Branner.

~ Pointing out that the defendants
were not required to put in testi-
mony to offset government allega-
tions not sustained by the evidence,
Judge Caffey said that, as to the,
bauxite monopolization charge, “Al-
coa prevailed without putting in|
any testimony whatsoever.”

Judge Caffey said that Dr. G. C.
Branner, Arkansas state geologist,
a defense witness, testified that 4,-
| 898 702 tons of bauxite in Arkansas
were controlled by Alcoa and 5,398,-
293 tons by other owners on or
about May 1, 1940. The judge re-
called that Dr. Branner testified
there was approximately 20,000,000 |
tons of potential alumina producing |
ore in sight in Arkansas. |

Lawrence Litchfield, bauxite ex-
pert for Alcoa, Judge Caffey said, |
testified the aluminum company |
own:d about 6,000,000 tons of baux-,
ite and that other companies con-|
trolled 5,500,000 tons in Arkansas. |

“As far as I can see,”, Judge Caf-
fey said, “the testimony of the gov-
ernment witnesses with regard to
the ownership of aluminum 'grade
bauxite yield completely fails to
sustain the government’s allega-
tion.”

‘The crux of the case, as outlined
by special assistant Attorney Gen-
|eral Walter L. Rice in his opening
argument was that the defendants
had a “100 per cent monopoly in the
virgin aluminum and bauxite indus-
try ,througkout the Western hemi-
sphere.”

The two principal issues, as Rice
stated them were:

“First, whether or not there is «
 combination or conspiracy in inter-
state commerce in violation of Sec-
tion One of the Sherman anti-trust
act, and second, whether or not
there is a monopolization or attempt
to monopolize interstate or foreign
{commerce in aluminum in violation
of Section Two of the act.”

ny‘

»
|

|

|

Monopolization of Water ‘

Power Denied.

Judge Caffey turned from the
question of bauxite to that of water
power in connection with aluminum

'manufacture and said “the charge
_against Alcoa of the monopolization
of water power is entirely without
foundation.”

He noted that a report of the
Federal Power Commission showed
that in 1940 there were, within the
‘United States, 117,000,000,000 kilo-
watt hours of potential electrical
development from water power of
which only 360,000,000 had been de-
veloped and employed by Alcoa and
its affiliates.

- Ten more monopolization charges
by the government remained to be
| disposed of by Judge Caffey’s opin-
|ion when court was adjourned.

Monopoly
Issue Settled
InAlcoaCase

{

| morrow, expects to be in the state

' plant of 125,000 kilowatt capacity

i Sherm:;
ct prohibited such agreements.”
Judge Caffey said there was no
ground to complain of use by
aluminum companies of certain
patent rights for the production |
of aluminum, adding that “the pur- |
Dbose of a patent is to exclude all
but the owners thereof and licenses
from the use of an invention.”
Judge Caffey said no evidence
had been offered that Alcoa had
(refused to sell aluminum to other
‘concerns when it had a supply
available and added that the gov-
ernment had faied to prove its
charge of monopolization of alumi- |
num. |

Thatcher Has |

- conclude his o

the bench in the case

g and 48 co-defendants
after a trial which lasted 40
months. He was not expected to

pinion for at least
another day. v

had been no monopoly on the part
of Alcoa as to bauxite [aluminum
orel, water power or alumina.

Before announcing his ruling on
virgin aluminum, Judge Caffey dis-
cussed the government'’s allegation
that Southern Aluminum, in North
Carolina, had been purchased by |
Alcoa in 1914 to prevent the French |
ownership thereof from c
with Alcoa.

He ruled there had been no evi-
dence such had been the case,
stating that when Alcoa took over
Southern Aluminum’s plant for a
net payment of $6,172,247, the plant
was not in operation, and there

| was no evidence that either the

Hope of Site

Decision Soon
Gazette 10=-2-41

Annoncements regarding the loca-
tion of aluminum and power plants
recommended for Arkansas may be
made in a week o ri10 days, H. K.
Thatcher, director of the state Agri-
cultural and Industrial Commis-
sion’s Washington office, said upon
arriving from the capital by plane
last night.

Mr. Thatcher, who indicated his
estimate was unofficial, said:
“Without question, they are getting
to the point where a decision must
be made.” A settlement of the site
question has been delayed several '
weeks. i

To Remain Several Days.

Mr. Thatcher, who will attend the

new commission’s first meeting to-

several days. He will assist in
checking the possibility of ‘building
steam generating plants near west-
ern Arkansas coal mines and in
preliminary plans for making plas-
tics from south Arkansas gas. The
engineering firm of E. V. Foran,
Houston, Tex., will submit a report
to Governor Adkins regarding the
latter.
Long-Time Program.

Benton and Saline county citizens
have informed the Office of Pro-
duction Management that if alumi-
num production is curtailed after
the emergency, a proposed Saline
river steam electric plant could be-
come a necessary stahilization unit
in the government’s power produc-
tion program for the White river
basin.

A prospectus sent to the OPM
said in part: ;

“Construction of a steam electric

on the Saline river and the con-
struction of a dam on the North
Fork of the Saline to provide water |
for the steam plant’s operation
would % % x well provide an in-l
tegral part of the connected elec- |
trical system owned and operated
in the states of Arkansas and Mis-
souri, by the United States.

“It is reasonable to assume there |
will be no curtailment of the pro-

Caffey found:

and sold all the virgin aluminum
made in the United States until the

that Alcoa controlled Aluminum
Goods: Manufacturing Company in
which it holds 31 pegr centp ofythe ‘ compared to the two' smaller plants ‘ ; 1
stock was contradicted by the evi- |plus a large savings in operating 0Xygen and chemically combine
dence of contests between the twe | costs.

Second Plant
Proposed

' French ownership or anyone else

other than Alcoa would ever have
resumed operation.
Denies Act Violated. |
In ruling on the government vizr- |
gin aluminum charge, considered Il
in legal circles as the crux of the i
government’s complaint, Judge _;
!
|

close of the taking of testimony
[August, 1940]; the company was |
innocent of monopolization as de-
fined in Section 2 of the Sherman
act:

That Alcoa, so far as the manu-
facture of virgin aluminum was
concerned, had not violated Secs
tion 2 of the Sherman act. He
said the evidence showed alumi-
num  manufactured by Alcoa had
for many years been actively in |
competition with foreign virgin |
aluminum imported into the United
States, scrap of secondary alumi-
num and other metals including
steel, nickel, tin, zine, copper and
lead.

That although Alcoa produced

Competition Cited. [

Discussing the governmenu's |
charge that Alcoa had monopolizey |
the manufacture of aluminum
utensils. Judge Caffey cited fig-
ures indicating that from 1934 tu
1037, in which latter year the gov:
ernment began its suit, Alcoa
manufactured and sold $13,360,000
worth of utensils against $13,386,-
380 worth manufactured and sold
by other aluminum utensil com-
panies.

The court noted that seven
“comparatively small’ competitors
of Alcoa, all engaged more or less
in the manufacture of cooking
utensils, had multiplied their orig-
inal * small investments during
periods mentioned in the com-
plaint, had divided millions of dol-
lars in dividends and were pros-

pering.

He said the government’s charge |

companies and their directorates.

The court previously ruled there |ag

ompeting |
|

| sentative Norrell (Dem., Ark.) an-

s week's New York federal
‘decision in an anti-trust suit
nst Alcoa may have “broken the
log-jam” believed to have delayed |
announcements about the plant lo- |
cations, Mr. Thatcher said. Alcoa
was absolved of monopoly charges.l

Still Another
Decision For

Alcoa
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New York, Oct. 3 (#).—Federal
Judge Francis G. Caffey ruled to-
day in favor of the Aluminum Com-
pany of America and its 48 co-de-
fendants on five more points in the
government's anti-trust law case
against them.

He found they had not monopo-
lized the manufacture of cooking
utensils, pistons, extrusions and
structural parts, foil and miscel-
laneous fabricated products.

The government originally |
brought 12 counts of alleged monop- |
olization. Including today's opin-
ions, the judge has ruled in favor
of the defendants on 10 points with
ne decisions for the government.
Two more counts, involving sheet
aluminum cable, remained to be
decided.

Judge Caffey was in the fourth
day of dictating his opinion. The
full decision was expected to be
completed next week.

Merger Of

Alumin_a
Units Favored

Gazette 10=4-4F ‘

|

f

Washington, Oct. 3 (#).—Consoli- lengthy written decision.
| dation of two alumina plants pre-

viously recommended for Arkansas
into one $15,000,000 plant with an
annual capacity of 1,000,000,000
pounds has been recommended to
the War Department by the Office
of Production Management, Repre-

nounced today,

Mr. Norrell said the one plant |
would be built in Saline county, |
deposits. Its construction would ef-
fect an $8,000,000 savings in cost

0f

S

iage. At the outset of the decision,

day came under the heading of
monopoly charges, which Judge Caf-

of “other misconduct” will be taken
up afterwards. The government, he
noted, has made monopoly charges
in twelve distinct sections of the
aluminum industry.

the bauxite production
| country, according to the petition.
site of the state’s principal bauxite The alleged monopolistic control of
this compound forms a basis of the
anti-trust suit, since virtually all
aluminum is derived from it. Baux-
ite

{water, plus other minor impurities.

v

*

§ N

WOn‘A

Caffey, Reading Decision in 4-Year-Old Anti-’
Action Against Aluminum Company, Finds
Monopoly of Bauxite or Powe

Herald Tribun

Judge Francis G. Caffey began
yesterday in United States District
Court delivery of an oral opinion
which he said would take several
days to complete in the govern-
ment’s four-year-old anti-trust suit
against the Aluminum Company of
America.

After nearly five hours of steady
talking the seventy-two-year-old
jurist had dismissed the govern-
ment’s charges that Alcoa main-
tained a monopoly of bauxite, the
compound from which aluminum is
obtained, or of water-power de-
velopments in the United States.

These two points ‘represented
only a fraction of the charges Judge
Caffey must substantiate or dis-
miss to determine whether he
should grant the- relief asked by
the government in the forty-six-
page petition filed on April 23, 1937,
by former Attorney General Homer
S. Cummings. In the petition the
government seeks theé declaration
of Alcoa as an unlawful monopoly
in violation of the Sherman anti-
trust act, and asks that the com-
pany be disscived and reorganized
under several separate and inde-
pendent corporations,

Decides on Oral Opinion

The case, the longest on record
heard by a judge, without a jury,
has assumed an even greater im-
portance than when it was begun
because of the national defense situ-
ation and the charges that have
been made of an aluminum short-

Judge Caffey said he approached it
“with great diffidence” because of
the many unique factors of law in-
volved and the voluminous testi-
mony taken. He had previously de-
cided an oral opinion would be
simpler and more expedient than a

The consideration of the bauxite
and water power questions yester-

fey said he would consider first.
Conspiracy charges and allegations

Alcoa monopolizes 100 per cent of

in the

is composed of aluminum,

Most bauxite in the United States

named in 1937 but some died

who died w
former Secretary of the
whose family has controlled
for fifty years. 4

Arthur Vining Davi

r Facilities

trial Alcoa had 52 per cent control
of the compound in Arkansas. )
The testimony of these two pi
cipal witnesses, Judge Caffey
“completely negates” the mon
charges of the government so fa:
bauxite is concerned. “In so far
I can see,” the court held, “the
ernment completely fails to su
its contention.”
The failure of the government
substantiate its charges that Al
monopolized water power is “clear,”
Judge Caffey ruled, on the basis
Federal Power Commission rep
alone. The petition alleged
Alcoa acquired water power plan
and properties in excess of its
and entered into restrictive con
to keep competitors out. ; :
Judge Caffey noted first in
connection that the prosecution
self at the trial evidenced s
ambiguity” in outlining its ar
ments on water power and that
court was “still in doubt” on
government’s position. At any rate
the decision held, at the end of
Alcoa had water power control
the equivalent of 408,000,000 hor
power. It is plain, the court
that Alcoa’s water power holdin
“‘are an insignificant portion of
totai available in the United States.”
The government’s water-power.
charges in the case accordingly
“entirely without foundation,”
Caffey said. The proof sh
added, that what is owned by ‘
in the United States “is but a sm:
fraction” of what the governmen
and others own. ¥ ;
Almost immediately after he had
mounted the bench yesterday morn.
ing, Judge Caffey announced |
final statistics of the four-ye
marathon, with which he
ate and slept. He said that
ward of 58,000 pages” were in
record, including 41,722 page:
minultgs, 15,000 pages of
and 1,500 answers to inter atories.
The case finally' came to rtgigal June
» 1938, and Judge Caffey took
it under advisement on M%

b

1941, for a total of 356 trial
There were 155 witnesses.

49 Defendants on Trial
. Forty-nine detendants are on tria
at present, including more than
thrity individuals: Sixty-three were

some of the corporations :

dated or disappeared. One of those
as Andrew W. Mellc

E‘r«m

Present in court yesterday were

s, chairman of

{700 persons and would be located
{at Bauxite, Ark, where, Norrell [states.
Isaid, land for its construction al- 8€0logist of Arkansa
ready had been obtained. The con-
gressman said the site for a 10,~
000,000-pound aluminum plant ree-
ommended for the state had not

The plant would employ 650 to g found in Arkansas, with lesser

|quantities known to be in six other
orge mner, state

Md that
lin May, 1940, there were 10,296,996
{tons of bauxite in his state, accord-

ling to Judge .Caffey. Dr. Branner
'testified, the court noted, that Alcoa

.

the board of Alcoa, and his brothe:
Edward K. Davis, chairman of the
board of Aluminium, Ltd. William
Watson Smith and Charles Evans,
Hughes jr. are chief defense lawyers,
while the government’s staff is
headed by Walter L. Rice, Special
Assistant Attorney General, who
was less than thirty years old when

‘controlled 48 per cent of this total,
while Lawrence Litchfield, head of
Alcoa’s  bauxite division, told the

the case began. 2
The decision will be contint
10:30 a. m. today.

been selected.

The Aluminum Company ef
America would operate under leaga
both the government-owned alumi-

| duction of aluminum in Arkansas
| until after ' the passing of the
| present emergency but should, at
| any time in the future, the produc-

At Helena
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_New York, Oct. 1 (P).—Federal
Judge Francis G. Caffey, reading

for the second day his voluminous
opinion in the government’s anti-
trust suit against the Aluminum |
Company of America, said “the issue |
‘of monopolization in this case is|
at an end.” He reached that con-
clusion, he said, on the basis that
he had been correct in his ruling
yesterday that there had been no.
'monopolization of bauxite [alumx-‘
nhunt ore] or water power for alum-
inum manufacture by the com-
pany and its subsidiaries. : bia
“Tn order to produce aluminum,
said Judge Caffey, “it is necessary
only to have bauxite and water
power,” adding that it was obvious,
in view of this, that articles made
from aluminum could be procluceo;lL
by the same elements. : !
~ “The court said that in his opinion .
'there was no evidence warranting
a conclusion that Alcoa “ever ac-
quired water-power sites in excess
of its reasonable needs exther;’ in the
| United States or Canada.” This
'was in line with his conclusions
yesterday that Alcoa and the 60|
co-defendants had not monopolized
pauxite fields in Arkansas or else-
‘where and had not monopolized
water power,
fvgte:, l:&greements Canceled.
| Judge Caffey mentioned agree-
'ments made by Alcoa with power
| companies which bound them not to
'sell power to other corporations.
One of these, he said, expired
1920, and wréuh: ‘have ;

tion % % « be curtailed, the steam
plant could continue to be operated
at full capacity.”

If Helena or any other Arkansas

city obtains an additional alumina

na and aluminum plants,

MORE OF ALCOA

as indicative of the outcome of tial number of rivers in the
the case. {United States and in Ca
Judge Caffey held that the fording greater potential

| tinuous load of not less than 60,-

“im;‘ings as he continued reading h's

can- oluminous decision in the govern-

Gas Rate Proposed.
The Arkansas Louisiana Gas
Company has said that, upon the
OPM’s request, it will quote a price
of not more than 5 1-2 cents per
1,000 cubic feet for gas, if a con-

plant which may be awarded to the
state, its location would not inter-
fere with plans for building an Ar-
kansas aluminum plant or the

alumina plant to be established be-
tween Bauxite and Bryant, H, K
Thatcher, director of the state Agri-
cultural and Industrial Commis-
sion’s Washington office, said yes-

000,000 cubic feet a day be used.
The company would build whatever
pipeline is necessary.
Saline county is urging that Ei(erday_

100,000,000-pound aluminum plant| * Cities that have been under con-
and a power plant to operate it, gideration as prospective sites for
both recommended for Arkansas, the alumina plant, Mr. Thatcher
be located near a $21,000,000 alum- said, include Helena, Calion, Cam-
ina plant to be built near Bauxite.| den, West Memphis and Lake Vil-

' 2 A . lage. It was rumoredldhgre s?vetraé
e  selecie
J udg € FAGQITT ' (5 s Sdins weis be S
L] I
FindsFor
Alcoa

plant instead 1is involved, Mr.
Thatcher said. -

The additional alumina plant
would have 2 favorable effect on
the aluminum plant, since it would

Gazette 10=3=41
New York, Oct. 2 (&).—Federal
Judge Francis G. Caffey ruled to-
day the Aluminum Company of
America had not monopolized vir-

help furnish sufficient alumina to
keep the aluminum plant operating
gin aluminum production nor cast-

after the emergency, Mr. Thatcher
said. .

It was learned that the Aluminum
Company of America, which will
operate the aluminum plant and the
Bauxite alumina plant, has owned
75 acres at West Helena for ;

|

. ment’s anti-trust action to dissolve
the company. - A

Government had failed to con- development over which
vince him Alcoa exercised a con- had no control. He
trol of the aluminum market follow the Government’s
prior to 1909 that it did not have that Alcoa had acquired
under the provisions of its proc- far in excess of its reas
ess patents, which expired in needs as part of a plan to
that year; he held further that competition. e
the Government had failed to “I think the evidence
sustain its charge that Alcoalfrom warranting a c u;
owned or controlled the available|that Alcoa ever acquired vates
deposits of bauxite,\{.he mineral powsi:'l sites disr'l’ e::less;l)lf dg:
,from which virgin aluminum is|{sonable nee L iy udge
AlThe' fateCc?ipgrlgf g?O%?nog;-?gg' obtained, and he ruled that the/fey in pointing out that it was
umltr}ﬁn} doubt today as Judge Government had failed again in|difficult for any organization
;fs s'1s 1Gn Caffey continued to its proof that Alcoa had acquired|anticipate future l;eeﬂ_b :
deliver orally his decision in the|any monopoly in waterpower| respect with a great
longest trial in legal history, the|sites in the proximity of these|accuracy. :
Government’s suit to dissolve the| bauxite deposits. T
worldwide Alcoa organization as| In arriving at stﬂé ir' co_ni
a monopoly charged with price-|clusion Judge Ca bly v “{gn
fixing and the restraint of trade.|through the considerab o iz 4
Thus far, in two days of the of Alcoa’s power negotia 1onsi n-
estimated three or four it will cluding the amalgamat w?t E
‘take to complete the decision, the through a stock exchange
|Government has lost three of the Duke F ok interests tgrving
‘twelve enumerated points on Alcoa contro OR-igngeii Sé:; asg
and 1%26; 2

RULING GIVEN

Govermment Loses Three
Points So Far.
N.Y, Stur—I0=1-41

; : Sague
which the general charge of vio- the |
lating the Sherman act rests. in 1925

Since it is u:f;.ual,th however, for a Even if i
| court to take up the minor points Alcoa !
Te; g those 1 mated

g
sion



AGRES OF
JXITE LEASES

xpanded Opera-
~ tions Planned.

»
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The Reynolds Mining Corpora-
ﬂa, a subsidiary of the Reynolds
m Company of Richmond, Va.
h;_g» acquired leases on approx-
|imately 2000 acres of bauxite
' lands in Pulaski and Saline coun-
!}ﬂ” and probably will begin mining
erations within a few weeks, O,
hmedemann, in charge of ex-
ions for the company, said

W vesterday.

The lease agreements provide for
payment of 50 cents for each ton
of bauxite ore mined from the
g&;“eag‘e, half of which is in Pu-
laski county in the Sweet Home

d Ironton areas, Mr. Schmede-
~_said. Plans are being pre-
ared for the sinking of shafts in
oth counties within a few weeks.
om 1,000 to 2,000 tons of ore will
Mmimd daily. Several hundred
rokmen will be employed in the
mining operations.
- Mr. Schmedeman, who said his
| company has entered the Arkansas
‘bauxite fields with the intention of
remaining permanently, said high-
‘grade ore would be shipped for
'-:mcesamg at the Lister Hill plant
_operated by the parent firm at
Sheffield, Ala. Low-grade ore will

= mined for proposed alumina
plants to be established by the fed-
eral government in Arkansas.

Rﬁypo]ds Firm ‘Just

’ Operations.

The Reynclds company, which
ed an office in Little Rock last
to begin acquisition of leases,
;iu'st ‘beginning” its Arkansas
operations, Mr. Schmedeman said.
- “Our exploration program is in
force and we still are taking
leases,” he said.
ing operations of the Rey-
~ company will equal “the
k1o ” of the largest of
/0 other major bauxite min-
firms in ‘the state, Mr.
edeman said. Other major
s now operating in Arkansas
 the Republic Mining and
ufacturing Company and the
nerican Cyanamid and Chemical
ration.

s
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~ New York, Oct. 4 (®).—A firm
having superior equipment and fa-
cilities will win out in competition
without necessarily employing il'e-
gal methods, Federal Judge Fran-
cis G. Caffey declared today in con-
tinuing his opinion and decisions in
the government’s anti-trust law
case against the Aluminum Com-
pany of America and 48 co-defend-

ants.

Judge Caffey has cleared the de-
fendants of 10 of the government's
12 charges that they monopolized
certain phases of the aluminum in-
dustry. He was expected to rule
next week on the other two and on
whether the defendants, or any of
them, conspired to violate the law.

_ “Suspicion Not Enough.”
- In: his - discussion today of the
charge that Alcoa monopolized the
production and sale in interstate
commerce of aluminum sheet and
aluminum alloy sheet, the judge.
outlined complaints of the Baush
Machine Tool Company of Spring-
%& Mass., which allegedly was
forced from the sheet aluminum
: ss by Alcoa,
e Baush president,” said Caf-
“conceded that Alcoa had sub-
cted it to fair

'he Baus

‘him-

. From 1922 to 1931, the judge not-
'ed, Baush, according to its testi-
'mony, spent $42,000 to improve its
'sheet production facilities. . He said
in his opinion Baush’s actual ex-
penditures for that purpose in that
period were only $15,000, while
Alcoa, the record said, spent $7,500,-
000 for the same purpose in the
same period. ¢

“Suspicion is not enough” the
court declared. “The conduct of
Alcoa may have left it open to crit-
icism if suspicion alone warranted
it

He said that such suspicions, as
engendered by the testimony, were
“spasmodic and do not make out a
case of unfair competition against
Baush.”

No Monopolization.

Baush, the judge said, failed to
take advantage of mechanical im-
provements which Alcoa had used
in making sheet aluminum. At one
point, he said, Alcoa rolled. sheets
138 inches wide while Baush,:in a
competitive attempt, rolled but an
18-inch sheet.

Judge Caffey said there were at
least seven independent sheet alum-
inum dealers in the United States,
four of thm actively competing with
Alcoa while three made their own
sheets. He said the government
in his opinion had not proven any
monopolization by Alcoa on that
point. o

No Monopoly

In Aluminum,
Court Rules
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New York, Oct. 6 (#).—The gow-
ernment today lost its Sherman
anti-trust action against the Alu-
minum Company of America and
48 co-defendants after the longest
/trial in court history.

Federal Judge Francis G. Caffey,

who has been reading his volumin- |

'ous decisicn since last Tuesday,

|ruled the government had failed
|to prove any of its monopoly

|charges and was entitled to no Tre-'

lief in the suit, seeking dissolution
of the company. Submission of

evidence required 26 1-2 months, |
with Judge Caffey hearing the case |

without a jury.
"Two more days will be needed
for the reading of the court’s ver-

dict on government charges of con- '

spiracy. In the opening portion of
his opinion on these charges, Judge
Caffey ruled there could be no in-
junctions against the defendants
because of cartel agreements with
Swiss, French, British, Norwegian
and Italian aluminum producers.
“The oldest of these agreements
terminated 45 years ago,” his opin-
ion said. “The youngest came to
an end 26 years ago. They are
dead and gone. In accordance with
the ruling I made earlier, with re-
gard to the monopoly charges,
there can be no injunctions.”
To Consider Other Phases.

indications of misconduct against
the defendants as alleged con-}
spirators. The government charged '
.the agreements provided for alloca-
tion of the aluminum field between

nd foreign producers.

. Similarity in Alcoa’s prices and
those of foreign firms competing
in the United States was not in-
dicative of any agreement between
Alcoa and these firms to prevent
competition, he ruled, adding that
Alcoa had a right to agree with
foreign companies that if they

| a

would “refrain from dumping” alu- |

minum here, Alcoa would avoid any
'such practice with respect to
Europe.

| In his earlier verdict on the
! monopoly charges, Judge Caffey
said: “I rule that the charges of
monopoly concerning 12 branches

of Alcoa’s activity have not been

proven.” .
He listed the branches as bauxite
| (aluminum. ore), water power used
lin aluminum production, alumina,
virgin aluminum (pig and ingot)
castings, cooking utensils, pistols,
| extrusions and structural parts, foil,
| miscellaneous fabricated products,
‘sheet aluminum and aluminum
Xﬁmmum Plant
Sc:tes 1!Jgspeg:ted.
azette—315=8- |
A series of inspection Qgpc in
&onnection with possible sites for
aluminum and power plants ap-
for Arkansas is being made

r the Mr. Chadwick
Camden,

nden, Calion and E]
today, after having been
[zﬁlnﬁéq;umammn
go to Pine Bluff, He
West Memphis later. : o
The OPM representative con-
fe_rred briefly with Governor Ad-
Kkms yesterday. Mr. Adkins indi-
:cated.that the availability of water
supp}xes may be a determining fac-
tor in the selection of the sites.

Reasons Cite
ForF inding

For Alcoa
Gazette 10-8-41

New York, “Oct. 7 (P).~—Federal
Judge Francis G. Caffey ruled to-
day there were several reasons why
the government’s conspiracy charge
against the Aluminum Company of
America and 48 co-defendants
should not prevail under the head
of Alcoa’s “foreign acquisitions.”

Continuing for a seventh day the
reading of his opinion in the anti-
trust suit, he said the government

had failed to show that these ac-
quisitions or Alcoa’s behavior in
this connection *
indirectly affected commerce of the
United States” and added that the
evidence did. not warrant a find-
ing that the acquisitions ever con-
stituted a “real element” in the
building up of Alcoa.

Judge Caffey further ruled that

dlﬂﬁl-e'

. Group Charges Politics.

of conspiracy. ;

His ruling that the governmen
failed to establish any conspiracy
between Alcoa and Aluminum,
| Ltd, or any of 48 co-defendants
| followed by two days his similar -
opinion against the government’s
monopoly charge.

Only one issue—that of alleged
misconduct by the defendants—re-
mained to be passed on by the
court before a final ruling is made
on the government’s demand for
injunctions, dissolution of the al-
leged trust and appointment of re-
ceivers and trustees.
|  The misconduct division of the
tri-part charge will be taken up
by Judge Caffey tomorrow, nine
days after he started reading his
opinion following the longest trial
!&T history—more than two years,
Gazett =il
SIMPSON TO WASHINGTON.
Lawson Simpson, Governor Ad-
kins' executive secretary, has gone |
to Washington to represent the
governor at a conference with De-
fense Plant Corporation officials
on the proposed creation of an
agency-to buy bauxite for the alu-
! mina and aluminum plants recom-
| mended for Arkansas. Governor
Adkins suggested that the agency
be established to expedite opera-
tions and give all. producers an

|

i

'Aluminum Expansion

Drive to Be Probed.
Gagette—36=0=41

Washington, Oct. 8 (}P\.—Tﬁe
Senate Defense Investigating Com- |

Alcoa had been charged with con- mittee announced today it would
spiring to restrain sales of foreign question officials of the Aluminum
aluminum, but that no co-conspira-  Company of America next Tuesday
tors had been named and “there can |on progress made in the drive to
be no conspiracy on the part of any- | expand aluminum production. Wit-
one without one or more co-conspir- | nesses will include Arthur Davis,

Judge Caffey, however, said he
| would consider the cartel agree-
ments in connection. with possible |

Aluminum Company of America'

ators.”

He did not indicate what his final
conclusion would be on the con-
spiracy charge. The court already
has ruled there was no monopoliza-
tion in’ 12 Alcoa activities as
charged by the government.

Judge Caffey noted the Supreme
Court had ruled that a ccigoration
acting through subsidiaries in in-
terstate commerce was not neces-
sarily to be held for violation of
the Sherman anti-trust law by sub-
sidiaries. “The Sherman‘ law does
not compel competition,” he said.
“Repression of competition must
be proven to establish a violation.”

He will resume dictating his opin-
jon tomorrow.

Federal Fund

For Bauxite

Search Urged

Washington (#)—The House Ap-
propriations Committee approved
today funds for an eight-month
search by the Bureau of Mines for
sources of bauxite, the ore of alum-
inum.

Writing into the second supple-
mental defense appropriation bill a
| $415,000 item for this purpose, the
| committee  observed, “the defense
requirements for aluminum greatly
exceed the quantity of aluminum
that can be produced from domes-
tic bauxite and importations have
been and are being brought in. The
purpose of the appropriation is to
determine the extent and the grade
of domestic bauxite to increase the
domestic supply.”

Dr. R. R. Sayers, director of the
Bureau of Mines, and Dr. W. C. Men-
denhall, director of the Geological
Survey, told the committee in testi-
mony made public today that prin-
cipal occurrences of bauxite ore
were in Mississippi, Alabama, Geor-
gia, Tennessee and Arkansas, with
| some relatively unimportant ones in
' Virginia.

In Georgia, said Mendenhall, it
was feared that explorations would
prove the reserves to be small.

He said it was necessary to in-
crease the ore supply to handle the
needs of national defense. He point-
| ed out that in Arkansas, principal

| domestic source, there was enough
|‘ of the present commercial grade to
' last only about three years. He said
|it would take about 3,500,000 long
' tons to handle each year’s needs.

No Evidence

|

|

- Of Conspiracy

a

By Alco
azet e 1

| chairman of the board of Alcoa, and
Oscar Ewing, company attorney.

Chairman Truman (Dem., Mo.)
said he was “very much dissatis-
fied” with the contract between the
company and the Defense Plant
Corporation of the government, a
contract which he said was drafted
by Ewing.

He was anxious, he said, to “have
'the meaning of the contract clari-
| fied so that the rights of the gov-
lernment will be fully protected.”

Sources of Bauxite
To Be Explored.
L The

Gazette—36=9

Washington, Oct. 8
House Appropriations Committee
approved today funds for an eight-
month search by the Bureau of
Mines for sources of bauxite, the
ore of aluminum.

Writing into the second supple-
mental defense appropriation bill
a $415,000 item for this purpose,
the committee observed, “The de-
fense requirements for aluminum
greatly exceed the quantity of
aluminum that can be produced
from domestic bauxite and impor-
tations have been and are being
brought in. The purpose of the ap-
propriation is to determine the ex-
tent and the grade of domestic
bauxite to increase the domestic
supply.” k

Dr. R. R. Sayers, director of the
Bureau of Mines, and Dr. W. C
Mendenhall, director of the Geolog-
ical Survey, told the committee
that principal occurrences of baux-
ite ore are in Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Georgia, Tennessee and Ar-
kansas.

They said that in Arkansas, prin-
cipal domestic source, there is
enough of the present commercial
grade to last only about three years.

:

Proposed Site
For Aluminum
Plant Stugi__il%i :

Democrat 1

T. D. Jolley, chief engineer for
the Aluminum Company of Ameri-
ca, and a representative of the De-
fense Flant Corporation of the RFC,
arrived in Little Rock last night for
final conferences with Clifton H.
Chadwick, plant site specialist,
Aluminum Division, Office of Pro-
duction Management, regarding the
selection of a site for a proposed
$60,000,000 aluminum plant for the
state.

Declaring that “no decision has
|been reached” regarding the plant
site, Mr. Chadwick said Saline Coun-
ty and Benton business men who
charged last night the site already
had been selected were “absolutely
‘on the wrong track.”

He declared a final decision should
e reached in a “day or two” and
dded that an announcement could
be expected soon from Washington.

i

Saline, Hot Spring

Benton—Charges that the site for
Arkansas’ proposed aluminum plan

before the visit to the state this
week by Clifton H. Chadwick, OPM
engineer, were hurled here last
night in a meeting of Hot Spring
and Saline County business men.

Speakers for the group, who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous, stated
that if this is true, politics rather
than good economics and efficient
engineering is governing the loca-
tion of defense industries.

Speakers for the group stated that
they had “reliable information” that
Camden has already been selected
as the site for the $60,000,000 alumi-
num plant, and that the OPM en-
gineer in making surveys of seven
proposed sites this week was mere-
ly making ‘“courtesy calls” at the
remaining six places, As further ev-
jdence of the irregularity of Mr.
Chadwick’'s survey, it was pointed
out that in one place where he
stopped no site had even been rec-
ommended to the government. Lo-
cal officials were puzzled when they
were requested to point out possible

e t |also were denied. Judge Caffey, in
had been chosen in Washington even

in the government’s anti-trust suit
doing so, praiséd Alcoa’s board
chairman, Arthur V. Davis, for
building the company “into what it
is today” o2

“’Ijhe evidence compels the con-
clusion,” the court said, “that . it
has not been shown that Alcoa is
guilty of any violation of the Sher-
man act as was charged in the
government’s bill; that the govern=
mept has failed to prove its charg-
es in any of the three phases into
which it divided the case, namely:
1, monopolization; 2, conspiracy}
3, misconduct.”

MISUNDERSTO0D
SPEECH BLAMED

plant sites.

Should the aluminum plant go to
Camden, the Saline and Hot Spring
County groups contend that their
counties are entitled to an explana-
fion from “our state officials and
those in charge of selection of sites
for this plant.” The question to be
answered is why a “mouth of the
mine” location was ignored and
Camden, approximately 100 miles
distant, was chosen for the plant

kins Urges
Tm _aartial- Site
Selections

Democrat 10-10=41

Absolute impartiality in location
of defense plants in Arkansas has
Leen excised on his part, Governor
Adkins said today, and declared that
anyone who knows the facts, knows
that no influence has been b}‘ought
| favoring any particular locality.
| He made the statement in com-
{ menting on néws stories from Ben-
ton in which an unnamed group
was quoted as charging that their lo-

calities had been -discriminated

| against and that the site for the pro-
| posed aluminum plant had been dis-
| posed of.

“Delegations from Malvern and
Benton sat with me in Washington,”
the governor said, “and heard me
making telephone calls in an effort
to obtain the same- gas rates for
Calion, Camden, Benton and Mal-
vern., I was trying to get a standard
rate so that no locality would be at a |
disadvantage because of differentf‘
rates.” :

As further evidence of his impar- |
tiality in the matter the’ governor
said he had called Clifford H. Chad-|
wick, OPM plant site specialist_this
| morning to again request that the
| aluminum plant site be selected im-
| partially on the basis of economic|
| qualities.” ]
! © “I urged that all factors in favor |
of all possible locations be consider-
ed,” the chief executive added, “and
even asked him to go back to Mal-}
vern to look at another site they have
there.” : t

Mr. Chadwick, he said, denied that |
the aluminum plant site had yet been |
selected. The unnamed Bentoni|
group, quoted by news stories, charg- |
ed that Camden had already been|
picked as the site for the plant, an

‘either directly or|equal opportunity to sell their ores. |site.

Ad

called a Camden man to congratulate
him on Camden having been chosen.

The governor said this morning the
man referred to was Ben Laney.

“I did call Mr. Laney but only to
advise him that certaln data should
be prepared by the group seeking
the plant for that city.”

Saying that Camden had been
working for more than a year to
obtain an aluminum plant, Governor
Adkins declared that all possible aid
had been given other localities seek-
ing the plant. He exhibited a pros-
pectus prepared by the state Agricul-
ture and Industrial Commission for
him and said various state agencies
had assisted in the preparation of a
prospectus for other cities.

Judge Frees
AlcoaOf
All Charges

10-11-41

Gazette

ernment’s petition for dissolution
of the Aluminum Company of

was denied today by
Francis G, Caffey.
| Petitions for injunctions a

|T. Ellis of Bentonville probably

|at Washington before an OPM en-

that Governor Adkins last month|

New York, Oct. 9 (®.—The gov-

America and the so-called tx'ust:I
which it alleged Alcoz and 24 cor-
porate co - defendants comprised
' Federal Judge

IN SITE DISPUTE

Plant Location Not
Yet Chosen.

‘

Gazette 10-11-41 '
A -radio speech delivered at

Washington by Congressman Clyde |

led to the mistaken belief at Mal-
vern and Benton that a proposed
$60,000,000 aluminum plant already
has been allocated to Camden,
Governor Adkins said yesterday.

Referring to a meeting of Sa-
line and Hot Spring county resi-
dents at Benton Thursday night, at
which a charge was lodged that a
site for the plant had been chosen

gineer reached the state this week,
the governor said:

“Anyone who knows the facts
knows that no official influence
has heen used in behalf of one
location against another. The mis-
understanding probably occurred !
at Washington recently when dele-
gations from Camden, Benton and
Malvern were there to press. their
claim for the plant. %,

“Congressman Ellis, in a radio
speech while they were there, re-
ferred to Camden as the future
aluminum center of America.”

Adkins Cites Efforts
To Facilitate Selection.

]

Governor Adkins said the Ben-
ton “mass meeting” was attended
by nine persons. One of them was
quoted by the Gazette's correspond-
ent as saying Governor Adkins tel-
ephoned a Camden business man
September 1 to congratulate him
“on the fact that his city had
been selected as the site of the
aluminum plant.” -

“I telephoned Ben Laney, a Cam-
den lawyer, only to advise him that
certain data should be prepared by
the group seeking the plant for
that city,” the governor said. “Del-
egates from Malvern and Benton
sat in my room at Washington and
|heard me telephone to Shreveport
| [headquarters of the Arkansas
' Louisiana Gas Company] in an ef-
fort to obtain equal gas rates for
such a plant at all cities from
Remmel Dam to Calion. i

“I asked Mr. Chadwick [Clifton
H. Chadwick, OPM engineer who
is in Arkansas to select a sitel
to weigh the economics involvedi
at all potential locations. I asked
‘him today to return to Malvgmﬁ.
'and inspect another site. The state
| Agricultural and Industrial Com-
E_mission has co-operated with all
| cities asking aid in . preparing
| brochures for presentation to the
OPM, including Malvern, Benton,
Camden and Calion.” ‘

T. D. Jolley, chief engineer  of,
the Aluminum Company of Amer-
ica, was at Bauxite yesterday. He
'was joined later by a representa-
tive of the Defense Plant Corpora-
tion of the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation. The Aluminum Com-
pany has a contract to build and
operate the plant when a site is
selected.

Bauxite Plan Would
Aid Small Owners. -

Governor Adkins said he con-
ferred by telephone during the day
with Lawson H. Simpson, his exec-
utive secretary, who is in Wash-
ington seeking aid of the OPM in
establishing a governmental z
to drill test hi 'u.n% buy

.

l

i

uy




pany and Reynolds Metals Com-
pany are able to take care of them-
selves.”

Labor Problems Left
To Local Leaders.

The ' governor said he had re-
ceived many telegrams from C. I
O. leaders protesting against what
'they termed discrimination in fa-
vor of the American Federation
of Labor at defense plants in Ar-
kansas. :

" “I understand the C. I. O. has im-
ported some labor from East St.
Louis, Ill, site of an aluminum
plant, since it won an election
.among employes at the Republic
Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany bauxite mines in Saline
county,” he said. “This may be
true of the A. F. of L. at other
plants.

- “I'm disposed to let each cit
and plant take care of its own la-
bor problems.”

- Governor Adkins has not repliea
ito the C. I O. telegrams.

Plant Site
Report Due
Wednesday

|Gazette 10=12-41

Cl.if_ton‘ H. Chadwick, Office of
‘Production Management engineer,
said here yesterday that his report
on. probable sites for construction
of a $60,000,000 aluminum plant in
Arkansas will be delivered to OPM
officials at . Washington Wednes-
‘day.

No. announcement of a selection
will be made until then, he said, as
he prepared to board a plane for
California. .

Cities mentioned in connection
. with the site are Camden, Malvern,
Benton, Pine Bluff, Arkadelphia,
Calion, Helena and West Mem-
‘phis.

- No work order for construction
of a $21,000,000 alumina plant in
Saline county has been received by
the Republic Mining and Manufac-
| turing Company of Bauxite, sub-
sidiary of the Aluminum Company
of America.

. Statehouse circles heard an un-
confirmed report that Camden
*stood in the No. 1 position but this

A relatively small power plant
will be built in connection with the
aluminum plant. Present plans call
for seven natural gas-operated,
Diesel engines to drive direct cur-
rent generators with capacity of
5,000 kilowatts each. The gas would
be sweetened “sour gas” from south
Arkansas, One generator would be
used as a stand-by.

The Arkansas Power and Light
Company and other private util-
ities are expected to supply the re-
mainder of power needed on a tem-
porary basis until a major power
station is completed. This construec-
tion would require an estimated
two or 2 1-2 years. The major sta-
tion, would have two 35,000-k.w.
steam-operated generators, produc-
ing alternating current, which must
be converted to direct current of
30,000 kK.w., allowing for 5,000 k.w.
conversion loss.

When the main power plant is
completed, private utilities may
have a contract to supply stand-by

Electric Co-operative, composed of
Arkansas and Louisiana co-opera-
tives of the Rural Electrification
Administration, wants to build the
plant or at least to supply the
stand-by power. Y

Might Strengthen Power
Company’s Position.

7

and emergency power. The Ark-La |

agreed, the United Daughters of the |

b

i

effort. 3

Some state officials have said that
the Office of Production Manage-
ment has been casting covetous eyes
at the state-owned bauxite. They
were afraid the OPM would step in
and requisition the ore—at a price
to be fixed by the government agen-

cy. ;
y“The bauxite , always will be
there,” one.official said. ‘It won’t de-
teriorate. If the government decides
it wants it some arrangements will
have to be made.”

Alumina Plant
Being Cleared
Near Bauxite,

Democrat 10-19
Clearing of 400-acres on the Mis-

ite and Bryant on which a $60,000,-
000 alumina plant will be built by
the government has been started by
crews of workmen from the Repub-
lic Mining and Manufacturing Co.,
L. R. Branting, superintendent, said
yesterday.

Declaring that the work was only
preliminary and that “we are just
going ahead on our own,” Mr. Brant-

Water supply is a major factor
in the site selection. Remmel dam,
which impounds the Ouachita river
to form Lake Catherine, is down-
stream from Carpenter dam, which
forms the larger Lake Hamilton.
Persons who are not connected
with the A. P. and L. and who
have closely followed the alumi-
num plant question, said that a
site on the upper Ouachita would
strengthen the power company's
position in its request for the Fed-
eral Power Commission to renew
permission for the construction of
the proposed Blakely dam on the
Ouachita, The A. P. and L. wants

cancelling the authority, issued last
summer, but A. P. and L. officials
said yesterday the Blakely dam
project was not involved in the
aluminum plant.

Announcem;nt Of
Plant Site Delayed.

Ex%%uen;begent o; Ee Js'l@e-égf :Lhe

$60,000,000 aluminum plant recom-
mended for Arkansas by the Office
of Production Management is ex-

‘whs rejected by officials, who said
no choice had yet been made.

REMMEL DAM A
POSSIBLE SITE
FOR BIG PLANT

Likely to Be Lo-
| ~cated on River.
(Gazett8TU=T4=41

. The $60,000,000 aluminum plant
recommended for Arkansas prob-
|ably will be built on the Ouachita
iriver at a site not many miles
ffrom Bauxite, it was learned yes-
terday.

Remmel dam was named as the
' site in rumors which were not con-
firmed kv representatives of com-
panies which would be affected.
Latest geographical
centered on a Hot Springs-Mal- |
vern-Benton triangle,

No announcement of location
will be made until the Office of
Production receives a report from
| Clifton Chadwick, OPM engineer,

who toured the state last week.
Leaving here Saturday, Mr. Chad-
wick said he would make his re-
port in Washington Wednesday.

. It is estimated that eight months
will be required for construction of
 the aluminum plant, If it is located
~any considerable distance from the
1$21,000,000 alumina plant . to be
built between Bauxite and Bryan

speculation i

|t

pected by Governor Adkins before

Sunday, the governor said yester-

day, following a telephone conver-
sation with Washington. :

Clifton H. Chadwick, OPM site
specialist, has been delayed a day
in filing his report and recom-
mendations on sites by failure to
obtain airplane = accommodations
between Little Rock and Washing-
ton, Governor Adkins said. Mr.
Chadwick was forced to go to Kan-
sas City, Mo., by train to secure a
plane for Washington. He had
hoped to file his report yesterday.

State-Owned
Bauxite Ore
Poses Problem

' Demoerat 10=19=
| ' ‘State officials who are-custodians
. of the largest unworked bauxite de-
| posits in Arkansas are confident—or
afraid—that they soon will be faced
. with one of the most controversial
questions they colud be asked to
face.

That is:

Shall the huge deposit of the sira-
tegic ore on the Confederate Home
property near Sweet Home be
mined?

When an effort was made four or
five years ago to sell or lease min-
eral rights on the property, fore-
ing the state to move the inmates of
the home, women patriotic organiza-
tions immediately set forth for bat-
tle. The result was that the plan was
dropped.

Now bauxite figures prominently
!in the nations defense effort. Baux-
ite must be had to make aluminum.
Arkansas produces 90 per cent of
the United States domestic supply—
and the state-owned ore on the Con-
federate Home property becomes
more valuable each day.

Large Deposit Available.

An estimated 325,000 tons of known
deposits have been located on the
property. Of this
ons have higher than

mina content. Now,

‘55 per
Tow

e

the F. P. C. to rescind an order !

men to be drafted for defense

amount, 159,000 | |
~cent

tion of the huge plant had not yet
been awarded by the Office of Pro-
duction Management,

The plant will be operated by the
Aluminum Company of America,
which also owns Republic Mining
and Manufacturing. It will be locat-
ed a mile from the bauxite mines.
| Mr. Branting said a right-of-way
ifor a spur track from Republic’s
railroad had been cleared and tim-
ber cut and stumps removed from
the plot.

Option on the 400 acres was held
| by Republic, Mr. Branting declared.
Government lawyers are checking
the abstract of titles before title is
deeded to the government, he said.

A contract for construction of the
| plant, which will use ore from the
|nearby mines to make alumina—the
base of aluminum—is being negoti-
ated in Washington now, Mr. Brant-
ing said he had been informed. With
the preliminary work already done,
actual construction can begin soon
after contracts are lef, he said.

It has been estimated it will re-
quire/ eight months to build the
plant,

The capacity of the Bauxite plant
has not yet been determined. Orig-
inally scheduled to produce 500,-
000,000 pounds of alumina annually,
officials later said the capacity might
be doubled to take the place of a
second plant which was contemplat-

ﬁenton Has
Little Hope
Of Big Plant

i

Special to the Gazette. 10=-23=41
Benton, Oct. 22.—Delay in Wash-

ington in announcing the site of
the proposed $60,000,000 aluminum
plant is arousing curiosity among
residents of central Arkansas. Per-
tinent questions regardin gthe de-
lay were raised at a meeting today
of Benton business men interest-
ed in bringing the aluminum plant
to Saline county.

Arch Cooper, Saline county tax
assessor, gave to the Gazette's cor-
jrespondent a statement of four
predictions that the group formu-
lated: “If they prove false,” Mr.
Cooper said, “you have my promise
of sincere repentance and apol-
ogy-”

1. Announcement of the location of
the aluminum plant will be de-
layed until some political align-
ments are adjusted.

«¢. The plant will finally go to Cam-

 “.den, as promised months ago, de-

|

1

‘spite the fact that Camden is 100 | ¢

miles from the bauxite mines.

3. Malvern and Benton will be giv-
en some small incdustries as a
kind of soothing syrup.

4. Governor Adkins will be able to
give plausible explanations of all
these developments.

“To us it seems wrong,” the Sa-
line county group said, “for ymm%
]

eir country and

it is, they |
Confederacy is certain to oppose the -

souri Pacific Railroad between Baux- |

ing said a contract for the construc- |

said “Fully that much will be need-

S10! ‘
Plant% §§00p

€
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(Democrat Washington Bureau.)

Washington—A decision on
the location of the Arkansas alumi-
num plant, and large scale power fa-
| cilities to run it, is expected at al-
' most any time now, it was learned
| here today. f

There have been conferences on it |
over last week-end which extended
through this week. As a result, it
was reported, the minerals section of
the Office of Production Management
and Aluminum Company of Amer-
ica have agreed on a site for the
aluminum plant. :

However, announcement of it must
| await the final decision on power
!plant sites and the whole thing will
be announced at one time. Mean-
| while officials declined to give any
| indication as to where the alumi-
num plant is to be located.

Rep. W. F. Norrell said he has
been “assured absolutely” that the
aluminum - plant will still go into
- Arkansas and that the new power
facilities probably will be put there
also more or less as originally plan-
ned.

It was not possible to learn what
the power situation is, who will put
up the necessary plants, who will

operate them or where they will go. '

| Officials either say they do not know
or that the decision has not been
made yet.

. Power Issue Causes Delay.

They are all agreed that a decision
will be reached very soon now and
they expect it at almost any time.

The question of power has been
hanging fire here for several months
and has been holding back installa-
tion of the aluminum plant.

It means millions of dollars going
into Arkansas, a total which even-
tually may run over $100,000,000,
consequently federal officials have
been exploring all possible angles
'and have been going into the ques-
{ tion thoroughly and completely.
They have made more than one sur-
vey of resources and possible facili-
ties in Arkansas and have discussed
which agency of the government
shall build it and who will operate
it.

So vast will be the power plants
developed to run the aluminum
plant that their installed capacity
{ will be in excess of the present ‘in-
| stalled capacity of the state and in
excess of the total consumption of
the state at present, officials of the
Arkansas Power and Light Company
said recently.

Despite the length of time the fed-
eral officials have taken on the pow-
er issue, it is now just about settled
and should be announced in a few
days. An announcement was expect-
]ed last Monday, then Tuesday, then
! today. Now it is expected tomor-
|| row or possibly Monday again,

Hot Springs-
HearsIt’sTo
Get Big Plant

Special to the Gazette, L L=l =21
Hot Springs, Oct. 31.—Reporting
it had received information from
“capitol circles in Little Rock and
Washington,” the Hot Springs Post,
daily newspaper, published a first
page article today saying that
Washington officials will announce
tomorrow location of. the $60,000,- |
000 aluminum plant and the $20,:|
000.000 steam electric-power gen-
erating plant, and that several offi- |
cials said “It looks like Hot Springs |
will get them.” The paper quoted |
Governor Adkins as saying that the |
aluminum plant “will produce more‘
electric power than is used over
all of Arkansas today,” The news-
paper added that Arkansas Power
and Light Company officials, con-

§

| lake ever will reach ‘i‘aﬁ"""”

- which holds Lake Hamilton’s

However, it is e

It ‘usually is held at 304 feet "t.etl’hy
eld at ‘eet, lev '

s a stabilizer for Carpenter g: “‘! :

at 400 feet.

Employes at the dam said that
peak loads of electricity now being
supplied would tend to keep the
water down. Even though the water
did reach its peak level, the site
would be only about 50 yards from
the main land, and a roadway could
be constructed to lead to the site,
it was said. ;

The size of the power plant, if it
is established as a 150,000-kilowatt
unit probably would be second only
to a Philadelphia’s 160,000-kilowatt
plant, the largest “self-contained”
plant in the United States.

_ It is estimated two years would
be required to build the two plants.

General Power Policy Decided
On for Aluminum Plant.

Washington, Oct. 31. (®).—Con-
gressman Oren Harris of Arkansas
said tonight defense officials had
decided on a general power policy
for the contemplated new alumi-
num plant for Arkansas, which
would pave the way for early con-
struction. He said the policy would
be to have the Defense Plant Cor-
poration construct a huge power
plant, to be operated in conjunction
with the aluminum manufacturing
plant. Interim power would be ob-
tained from a “pool,” he said, but
the sources of the pool were one of

‘Washingt # yesberfk.y

Mr. Terry said OP_H\OM 12 d
indicated the new an
time. The official 2
had been expected ut.?vdzf S

The site is expected to be on ¢
near the Ouachita river. One of
the prospective locations,
Remmel dam in Hot Spring
ty, is close to limestone der
estimated to contain 300,000
Limestone will be used at a
ina’ plant, to be built
Bauxite and Bryant in Saline
ty, instead of a*t the a
plant.

A $20,000,000 power plant
built near the potential
dam site. I

Camden and Calion are les
contenders for the plants.

Pessimistic observers atts
the continued delay to interdep
mental disputes in Washinj
Secretary of the Interior
having  criticized :
Commerce Jones for the
ment’s general contract
Aluminum Company of :
which will operate the Ark
plants. Rivalry between Aj i
communities is of little concern
the capital, these observers b
Any Sort of Decision

may by

the factors undetermined, and de-
laying decision as to the location
of the plant and adjacent power-
l house. Lake Catherine and Camden
| are under consideration.

| Mr. Harris estimated construc-
tion of the powerhouse would re-
quire 22 to 23 months. He said he
had received his information re-
garding the power policy during
conferences with officials of sev-
eral defense agencies today.

The Defense Plant Corporation, a
subsidiary of the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, was selected
several weeks ago to construct the
aluminum plant, which will be op-
erated for the government by the
Aluminum Company of America.

The alyminum company also will
operate an alumina plant in con-

Alumina is the powdered substance
from which aluminum is made.

\ The power plant will be of 135-
| 000-kilowat capacity and will utilize
Arkansa's tremendous “sour-gas”
reserves as fuel. This gas requires
chemical treatment for removal of
a sulfur content.

The aluminum plant will have a
production schedule of 120,000
pounds yearly. Mr. Harris believed
it would cost upwards of $12,000,000.
The power plant will cost approxi-
mately the same.

Governor Says Site May Be
Announced Today.

Remmel dam and vicinity has
been mentioned as a possible plant
site recently. Spokesmen for com-
panies which would be afected by
such a selection did not confirm the
rumors.

Governor Adkins said yesterday
that the announcement of the loca-
tion might be made in Washington
today. He said he did not know the
site to be favored. .

Three groups of engineers have'
been in Arkansas surveying poten- |
tial sites for the plants. The Oua-
chita river has been surveyed from
' Remmel dam to the Louisiana line.
The governor previously had ex-
pressed belief that the aluminum
plant would be built at Malvern,
Camden or Calion, all on the Oua-
chita river.

The governor said that in a tele-
phone conversation yesterday he
asked the OPM Aluminum Divisi6h
chief “not to consider me, mayors
or anyone else in making the selec-
tion because the main thing is that
Arkansas wants an aluminum
plant.”

Camden has been mentioned fre-
quently in capitol speculation out-
side the governor's office. A Hot
Springs - Malvern - Benton triangle
which includes Remmel dam has
been the runner-up among favor-

'

rming the governor's statement,

ed for the proposed aluminum
plant.”
Proposed Site Near Dam.

The paper said also that the alum-
inum plant site will be between|
Cove creek outlet into Lake Cath-
erine and Remmel dam, and the
power plant near the dam,

Cove creek is three-quarters of a
1:1!11"4;1 from th:e-ga.m. y ;

e propo power plant site
would %e only about 220 yards
rom the dam. :

ites.

New Delay In

Aluminum

nection with the processing plant.

site announcement as “a

nerves.” ’
Mr. Kimzey, figuring that
news is less harassing ‘no

news, said some time ago | i
believed Camden would get \
plant. His personal choice was|
Magnet Cove, his home, or 1
other place in Hot Spring co

Lesser lights and news reporters
at the capitol, whose opinions a; 1
published, agreed that the !
States would face a dim fut
the entire war effort were d
as long as the aluminum plant
cision. :

Market I

he|

i

She said she and
Norrell and Terry
letter advising tha
serve Corporation
sample, analyze
ment for the
county and the :
(Alumina is

the basis for pre
num needed for
Senator Carawa;
independent pro
pressed fear that th
Company of Ame
Mining & Manufactu:
be able to set its
bauxite. The Al
minum plants f
in Arhaaas. : s
“As you doubtl 0
alumina . plant ?15(
mended by the OPM f
the letter to the Arl

receive, sample a
bauxite delivered

market ' for baus
cluding owners

Plant .Site_ Pars
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A long-delayed announcement of
the site chosen for Arkar




nce degree at West
College and his mas-

Je has done some work

ward | s doctorate. .

No Aluminum
;Elqnt Delay,
Says Jones

. Gazette 11-13-41
~ Washington, Nov. 12 (P.—Loan

Administrator Jesse Jones said to-
day there had been no delay in
the administration’s program to
construct a huge aluminum plant
in Arkansas. He told an interviewer
there was nothing to add to this
comment other than to say the
plant would be built.
- Representatives Norrell and Har-
' ris of Arkansas commended Jones
 for his interest in establishment of
the plant and elaborated on the
| reason no site has been announced.
. Representative Ellis had been
l(gi"-ltlcal- cause construction of the
plant had not been started.
~ “There has been no delay in the
program,” Harris and Norrell said,
cause the materials and ma-
. chinery for the aluminum plant
| were ordered some months ago.
“There has been some delay in
working out which will be the most
~economical site. However, if the
site had been selected months ago,
| the situation wouldn’t be more’ ad-
! vanced because the materials need-
ed for construction are just now
coming available.”
~_ Undecided on Two Sites.
- It has been announced the De-
fense Plant Corporation, a_subsid-
lary of the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation; will finance construc-
tion of the aluminum plant and
‘a power plant to be operated in
conjunction with it. Both are to be
leased to the Aluminum Company
of America.
. It is said the plants will be at
Lake Catherine or Camden,

i “ﬁlﬂ‘h site would be the most
e cal from the standpoint of

land costs, freight rates and other

A contract for use of Arkansas
_Sour gas reserves for fuel in manu-
?‘aeturg,; of power is being nego-

tiated. :

pos ‘ Search for Power.

1 .fl'hei congressmen said arrange-
- ments were under way to assure a
source of power for use until the
~new power plant was in operation.
%@hey explained it would not be
fmme_tgd for about 22 months.

E ,svD‘énies Favoritism
In Locating Plant.

~ Representative Ellis said today
he wanted to “vehementlv deny” a

in south Arkansas that he was en-
|deavoring to influence the location

plant.
Ellis said he received almost
identical telegrams from Hot
Springs, Arkadelphia, Benton and
Malvern, which said the senders
were advised he was endeavoring
to have the plant built at Camden.
“I have never said a word or
done a thing in behalf of Camden
or any other town as against the
rest. in the location of the alumi-
num plant,” Ellis’ statement said.
I have been desperately in the

i,

degree at Cornell | p,

] de- |
J g on final estimates indicat-

[
l
‘report he said had been circulating |

| tors make Camden the ideal site for
of a proposed Arkansas aluminum |the plant. He mentioned the three

: FlantProposed

2| sas aluminum plant will use direct

his 1 z :

~ The congressman said reports
‘heard by ’Anders(g:nmu “without
any basis whatever.” %
- Ellis said Gov. Homer M. Ad-
kins was quoted in recent press
reports as saying the congressman
had referred to Camden in an ad-
dress as “the future aluminum cen-
ter of the world.”

“This statement likewise was
without foundation,” Ellis’ letter to |
Anderson continued. “I asked the
governor about it and he tells me
: ; tv’ras advised that I had said

at.”

Mr. McClure’s Threat
Surprises Officials.

A telegram signed by W. C. Mc-
Clure, secretary of the Camden
Chamber of Commerce, who threat-
ened political repercussions if the
proposed aluminum plant allocat-
ed to Arkansas is not erected at
Camden, was studied by state offi-
cials yesterday.

The telegram was sent from
Washington, D. C., to Frank Kelly,
an official of the Arkansas Louis-
iana Gas Company at Shreveport,
La. Time was 2 a. m.

The gas company was warned
that, if the big plant is given to
the Hot Springs-Malvern-Benton
area, a newspaper column which
is syndicated nationally will be used
to “elect an anti-utility Arkansan
in the United States Senate.”

Since the gas company has had
no part in selecting a site far the
plant, the telegram was turned over
to Governor Adkins and members
of the state Utilities Commission.
Speculation had it that the tele-
gram referred to the Washington
}Merry-Go-Round, a column written
{by Drew Pearson and Robert S.
Allen and published in the Ga-

| |

}
| plimentary in its past references to
| Congressman Clyde T. Ellis, those

! who studied the telegram concluded

Bentonville lawmaker,
been mentioned as a possible candi-
date for the Senate next

‘Power Bloc’
‘Blamed For
Plant Delay

|

Camden, Nov. 13.—Delay in the

C. Rockenback of St. Louis, indus-
‘trial commissioner of the St. Louis
Southwestern Railway (Cotton
Belt), said here last night.. Mr
Rockenback was en route to Ari-
zona for a vacation. He recently
ireturned from Washington.
! - Mr. Rockenback said that OPM
officials withdrew their announce-
iment last week that Camden had
beén recommended as the site for
the aluminum plant because of the
“power bloc.” He said the engineers
had recommended Camden and that
the chief of the Aluminum and Mag-
nesium Division had signed the
telegram received by some Arkan-
sas newspapers.

Mr. Rockenback said several fac-

 railroads that pass through the cit
and the navigabie Ouac%ita rivez
He said some of the bauxite ore to
be used in the plant will be shipped
from South America. Nearness to
the natural gas supply will cut con-
struction costs of a huge pipeline.
It would cost at least $500,000 less
to build the plant here than at any
other place now considered, he said

DC Power For

Aluminum

One unit of the projected Arkan-

current generators in production of
aluminum and will be the first such
installation of its kind, it was re-

B é.,v..:;

H Bl

that Mr. McClure referred to the| os o

Bentonville joined
with a charge
Company of America, which has
a contract to build and operate
the plant: somewhere in Arkansas,
was purposely delaying the proj-
ect because it did not relish gov-
ernment
emergency period. The# company
promptly issued a 'denial, as did]|
* government officials.

event of all.
A

received a telegram from Washi
" 'ton, bearing the signature of
C. McClure, secretary of the Cam-
den Chamber of Commerce, threat-
ening po'itical consequences if the
plant were awarded to any city
except Camden.

gram was referred, were irritated,
to put it mildly. They were unable
‘to understand why the gas com-
‘pany, which had no Lhn\
‘choice of a site, should be subject
to pressure.

3

should be only a matter of

Debate over location of the plant
has not,delayed decision on the
plant layout, an informant, a re-
cent Washington visitor, said.
According to his information, the
unit to utilize output of direct cur-
rent generators is the idea of an

Aluminum Company of America en- POWer company

gineer, who for a number of years
has been studying its possibilities.

source of electric power for the
plant was raging, it was reported
that a plan to operate the entire
plant from direct current generators
was under consideration. Now, it

appears, that one of the four “pots”|

will operate from DC generators and
the remaining three will rely on
alternating current.
Current Converted.

All aluminum is made with di-
rect current, but standard practice

}is to obtain alternating current and

convert it to DC just before ap-
plying it to the “pots.”

Seven direct current generators of

5,000 kilowatts each and powered by
gas-fired Diesel engines will sup-
ply the power for the one unit. One
of the generators will be for stand-
by use.

Each of the three remaining “pots”
also will require 30,000 kilowatts for
operation, To supply them, it is
planned to construct a 105,000 kw
generating plan®adjoining the alum-
inum plant.

If the aluminum plant is located
on Lake Catherine, the power plant
probably will be located on a pen-
insula jutting out into the lake, in
order that lake water may be used
in the condenser system. The con-

densers, which cool steam after it

has passed through the turbines into
water which can be pumped back
into the boilers, require huge
amounts of water, but it is pumped
back after absorbing heat from the
steam.

Outside Power Needed.

Each of the *“pots” in the alum-
inum plant will have a capacity of
30,000 pounds“*and the first “pots”
will be in operation before the entire
plant is completed. More time will
be required for construction of the

interim power will be necessary.
A permanent connection with an
outside power source also will be
since each of the three
35,000 KW generators in the power
plant will have to be overhauled an-
nually, While each of the generators

aluminum plant in operation.

Fight on Plant Site

A;gg;zes g K T

shown by Camden a

Malvern-Hot Springs-Benton area

in their fight for the proposed
$60,000,000 aluminum plant has
outstripped anything seen in Ar-

kansas in many moons.

Conventional action has given

way to the most intensive form
of political pressure, some of which
Special to the Gazette, 1 114 =41 has bordered on intimidation. First,
the Office ofdProtiulction Maﬁage-

i elegram charg-
announcement of the site for the g‘,;“tth;‘éci“,’f,ytﬁmg hgad been cﬁt‘
proposed aluminum plant was due and dried for Camden.

primarily to the power situation, C. @

This was
d

enied.
Then an OPM engineer returne

to Arkansas. Governor Adkins said
the engineer came back to inspect
additional sites.

r
S
about four days later.
three weeks ago.
that no site had been approved at

that time.

He left by plane
Calofirnia with a forecast that
announcement would be made
That was
He said flatly

The governor announced that he

and state agencies had co-operated
with all interested cities in their
efforts to obtain the big plant. The
Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany, :
also said it had taken no sides in
the fight, explaining that it was
ready to
anywhere in its territory.

with lines in 55 counties,

provide interim power

Congressman- Clyde T. Ellis of
in the battle
that Aluminum

competition after the

Then came the most amazing
An official of the
rkansas Louisiana Gas Company

W.

State officials, to whom the tele-

part in

; n warned the utility

4

“would be

utilities in the 1942 sena-
‘torial campaign if Camden didn’t
get the plant.

No one can condemn a city or
its officials for fighting to the
limit for such big stakes. But
there are some who fear the proj-
ect may be jeopardized by such
tactics. <The gas company and
serve both the
Camden and Hot Springs-Malvern-

Benton areas and could have little
At one time, when debate on the if any interest in the selection be- |

tween the two. Governor Adkins
and Congressman D. D. Terry of
Little Rock have worked many
months to get the plant for Ar-
kansas, regardless of site.

Alcoa Buys

i
|

Equipment
For Plant

Gazette 11=19=~41

The Aluminum Company - of
America has placed order for $1,-

iiﬁoi?;'tto m’, : F‘

||sent our case.

ply, water and various|
te - as well as Hot
Springs’ facilities for housing work-

ers. :
Big Celebration Planned.

Mr. Stanley said that Hot Springs
would celebrate with a “victory din-
‘ner,” during the holiday recess of
Congress to make it possible for
Congressman Norrell to attend. Cit-
izens of Malvern and Benton will
be asked to participate.

“The choice had narrowed down
to Camden and the Lake Catherine
area,”?said Mr. Stanley. “Mr. Nor-
rell was in there fighting our baqtle
alone against a large delegation
from Camden when I arrived in
Washington last week to help pre-
Hot Springs and
Malvern can't give too much thanks
to their congressman.”

Location of Plants.

The aluminum plant will be lo-
cated on the first point west of
Remmel dam (above it) and on the

Mr. Stanley

of Lake Catherine,
which juts out into Lake Catherine
just above the dam. While the
power plant and the aluminum
plant proper will occupy only about
30 acres, the entire project will
have a 400-acre plat for develop-
ment. It will be located

600,000 worth of equipment to be | equi-distant between Hot Springs
used in operating the 100,000,000- ' and Malvern, about 12 miles from

pound aluminum plant recommend- '€
well-informed |

ed for Arkansas,
| sources said last night.

}the site selected for the plant. The

fact that orders are being placed |

increased the assurance, given in
Washington last week, that a de-
ilzaLy in selecting the location does
get the plant.

Diesel motors capable of generat-
* ing 60,000 kilowatts of direct cur-
rent are ‘included in the equip-
ment ordered. Alcoa has placed
orders for three uints of 3,600

| horsepower each, 25 units of 1,150 !
| horsepower each and four units of

1300 horsepower alternating cur-

| rent motors.

3 _ generating plant, and a source of| . s
Since that column has been com 'Diesel Motors Will Generate

Current for New Plant.

Fort Smith, Ark., Nov. 18 (&P).—
C. R. Bayless, Fort Smith repre-
| sentative of the Electric Machinery

3 summer. | js jdie for overhauling, 20,000 KXW | Manufacturing Company of Min-
»-Mr. Ellis has been an outspoken | of power from an outside source|neapolis, said today Diesel motors
,supporter of public power facilities. | will be necessary to keep the entire | capable of generating 60,000 kilo-

watts of direct current had been
under order for three weeks to
provide the major power require-
ments of Arkansas’s proposed alu-
| minum plant.

He said the equipment was or-
dered by the Aluminum Company
of America through the Defense
Plant Corporation.

Mr. Bayless said three units of
{3,600 horsepower each had been
ordered from the Nordberg Com-
pany, Milwaukee, and 25 units of
1,150 horsepower each from Cooper-
Bessemer, Bessemer, Pa. 'He said
his company would furnish four
units of 300 horsepower alternating
current motors, indicating that
some  auxiliary source of power
would be used for a part of the
plant’s requirements.

:

fH ot Springs
Jubilant Over

g :
Site Selection

Special to the Gazette. 11“20"41 : paat.

Hot Springs, Nov. 19.—News that
'the government’s aluminum plant
and a $20,000,000 power plant will!
be erected on Lake Catherine, in|

Hot Spring county spread fast here
this afternoon. Of the more than
$100,000,000 defense industries com-
ing to Arkansas, this was the first
of consequence near this city.
Both newspapers pub ished ex-
tras. Officials of the Chamber: of

|Commerce and many citizens sent

telegrams of appreciation to Con-
gressman W. F. Norrell.
Effort Well Organized.

The senior commercial organiza-
tion joined with officers and mem-
bers of the Malvern and Benton
Chambers of Commerce in the fight
to have the aluminum plant and
the power unit erected here.
bert A. Kemp, president of the
Chamber of Commerce; William

eis Jr., vice president, and Henry
W. Stanley, had gone to, Washing-
Eon in an effort to bring the proj-

cts to Hot Spring county. A

William M. Anderson, chairman
of the Industrial Committee, and
members of his committee have
been working with Secretary-Man-
ager Stanley to impress federal au-
thorities with the advantages of
this -sita;inguding Lﬁntn} location,
portation lines, power sources, nat-

Equipment will be delivered at|

not mean that Arkansas will not |

a city.

Mr. Stanley said that the power
. plant will be built on top ef the
| peninsula and will utilize “sour”
gas from the soyth Arkansas field.
He said that 124,000,000 gallons of
| water from Lake Catherine would
! be used daily to cool the big
| motors. The water will be pumped
through the plant from one side of
the peninsula and out again on the
other side back into the lake, and
will not be contaminated.

The aluminum plant will be lo.
cated immediately adjoining and
just back of the power plant. It is
estimated that 120,000 tons of
alumina will -be shipped inbound
to the plant annually and would
produce about 60,000 tons of alumi-
num.

To Utilize Much Power.

. Estimated production of the
, power plant would be 120,000 kwh
daily, that amount to be used by
the plant itself. When compared
with the 3,000 kwh peak load used
by Hot Springs in a day, it repre-
sents a tremendous amount of
power.

The figure is said to exceed the
total present Arkansas power con-
sumption by approximately 45,000
kwh.

Serving the immediate locality of
the area is the Rock Island rail-
road while the Missouri Pacific
Lines is only six miles distant.

To Employ 3,000 Men.

Preliminary estimates are that
the vast project will employ 3,000

construction is under way, while
a permanent force of 600 technical

tinuou% thereafter.
“All “materials for the project
have been bought and work is
scheduled to start immediately.
The project is being planned by
the Office of Production Manage~
ment, financed by the Plant Site
Division of the Reconstruction Fi-
! nance Corporation, and will be
| operated by the Aluminum Com-
, pany of America.

While construction will start on
| the power plant and aluminum
plant at the same time, the lat-
ter will bring in outside power to
start production if it is completed
il first. Diesel engines will be used to
| pull the generators in the power

BIG
ALUMI-
NUM
PLANT
WILL BE
NEAR

Factory and Power
Facilities to Be On

- Lake Catherine. |
. GazeTTE —II-2

%

19 P~

north side (the Hot Springs side) !

said. The site is a broad peninsula |

almost

‘announced today that upon the rec-
ommendation of OPM the alumi-
num plant for Arkansas, including
its power facilities, would be locat-
ed on Lake Catherine, near Mal-
vern, Ark. ;

The plant will have an annual
capacity of 128,000,000 pounds of
aluminum and will cost approxi-
mately $33,000,000, including power
facilities. %

The plant will be built by the
Aluminum Company of America
and operated by it under a five-
year lease,

Representative. Norrell (Dem.,,
Ark.) had announced earlier that
both the aluminum plant and the
power plant, which eventually will
supply all the power needed to op-
erate it, will be located near Mag-
net Cove on Lake Catherine, be-
tween Malvern and Hot Springs on
the “so-called Benton-Malvern-Hot
. Springs site.”

Expects Plant to Be In
Operation by Next June.

Norrell issued the following state-
ment:

“I am delighted to learn that aft-
er weeks of serious and efficient
consideration, the Office of Produc-
tion Management, headed by Wil-
liam S. Knudsen, and the Recon-
struction Finance Corporati~—,
headed by Jesse Jones, have coun
cluded that both the aluminum and
power plants should be and are by
them being located upon the so-
called Benton-Malvern-Hot Springs
proposed site near Magnet Cove on
Lake Catherine between Malvern
and Hot Springs, Ark. %

“This has been the hardest
fought battle in which I have en-

men for more than two years while |

workers would be employed con- |

MALVERN

0-41  miles

gaged at any time, due to the ef-
ficient efforts of Congressman Har-
ris (Dem., Ark.) who so vigorously
ably and courageously represents
the Seventh Congressional District.

“He has waged a terrific fight
in behalf of Camden and I state
frankly that no greater efforts
could have been exerted in behalf
of that area than was put forth by
Mr. Harris. I further state frank-
ly that Congressman Harris would
have won if his position had been
supported by the economic and en-
gineering factors. -

“However, careful analysis of the
available evidence indicates that it
would cost more to construct and
operate the plants at Camden than
at Malvern. ‘

] Jappreciate the splendid co-op-
erafion I have had in securing the
location of these plants as near as
possible to the bauxite deposits,
having special reference to the dele-
gations which have come to Wash-
ington from Benton, Hot Springs
and Malvern, as well as the entire
| citizenship of that area, who have
so graciously supported our efforts.

“The argument which has been
waged for the past several weeks
over the location of these plants
has not necessarily delayed the con-
struction of these projects. e

“The aluminum plant will be one
of the finest in the country, em-
ploying approximately . 1,000 people
annually.

“Its -construction will start im-
mediately and aluminum should be
made in the plant by June of next
year. 4 5 : ,
“The power plant is a major
project, the exact cost of which
cannot be accurately estimated at
this time. However, the sum in-
volved for construction of the pow=
er plant .is approximately szo,%_\pb,-
000. The action today assures for
that section of Arkansas a mam-
moth industrial growth through the
years to come and I am glad to
have had some small part in se-
curing the location of the plants
where they justly belong—in the
Benton-Malvern-Hot Springs area,
which is the point nearest the baux-
'ite deposits for the location.”

Plants to Be Located
Near Remmel Dam,

| The aluminum plant announced
|for Arkansas yesterday will be in
Hot Spring county, approximately
two miles from the Garland county
line;. 10 miles southeast of Hot
Springs; 12 miles northwest of Mal-
vern; and 25 miles southwest, air-
line of the alumina plant being
built between Bauxite and Bryant,
Saline county.
Its power plant will be on a penin-
sula in the lake, approximately 400
yards above Remmel dam. The
aluminum plant site, adjoining the
‘lake, extends east down the Ouach-
its river. Its lake shore is opposite
that of Lake Catherine State park.
The Rock Island Lines’ station at
Cove creek is at the northeast
corner of the aluminum plant tract.
The tract extends approximately
one-half mile north-south and
:g,;eee-qugr:;g 'io.t a mile q?tl-ngp
The plant site is approximately two
_south of U.j,g. Highway 270,
Springs and

W &




be
(sas,” he said.
| Specific locat

l

supplies.
‘was narrowed to the Lake Cathe-
,rine site and one near Camden
few weeks ago.
" Well-informed sources said
chief factors in the choice of
Catherine were:

1. Water.

. Gas. |
|3. Transportation, including freight

Diversified Mineral Deposits

{

:

i
!
|

l

!

B e Wack o thA

:

plants 1m- v

mediately,” Governor Adkins said
he was glad that a final decision |
had been made. i

interest at all times has
en to get the plants in Arkan-

‘govern-

The probable location

&
P

~ proposals.

Near Plant Site.

The plant is three miles south-
west of Magnet Cove, well known
for diversified mineral deposits.
These minerals were not deciding
factors in locating the plant, but
some of them eventually may be"
useful to the new industries. {
Joe W. Kimzey of Magnet, state|
Utilities Commission member, said
that the minerals include:
Calcite, “highest lime,” which could

ion of the plants, ,m
‘awarded Arkansas on June 21, was
delayed pending study by
ment engineers of ' propose

Lake WoOu
and happiness — the erection of an-

other great industrial plant to utilize yyinum plant, another member of
Arkansas resources and contribute to the "Utilities Commission was hap-
the progress of the state. Lake Cath- DY when the industry went to the
erine, on whose shores the $33,000
000 plant is to stand, was Harvey near the site in Hot Spring coun i

Couch’s creation. il L Hot Spring county. Bauxite and Bryant on Hurrica

(as Company
Plans Line To

New Plant die

.r-increasing amounts. B

orm and in alloys it is one of the
‘most serviceable of all industrial

etals.
Amid

* Couch was not spared to see what
t reward tion gave aid to both Camden and

1d have been his greates

be used at the alumina plant but} Demo ecrat -

not at the aluminum works. |
Titanium ores. The tonnage is not’
large, but since 1932, production
has been one of the world’'s larg-
~est. Titanium oxide is used in
hardening steels and in pigments.
It has been an element in smoke-
screen compounds used. by the

navy. : ’
arium sulphate. The Magnet Cove
Barium Corporation and a sub-
sidiary of National Lead Products
engage in barite operations. Used
in paints, linoleum, oil cloths and
. as a heavy mud in oil well drill-a

B

ang

Mica. Not of the high sheet mica |
grade, but can be used in insula-
gipn, ‘lubricants, greases and roof-
ng.

Precious stones. Scattered. Com-

mercial operations not worth-
| while.

Most of Alumina Plant -
Site at Bauxite Cleared. |
|
%, R Branting; superintendent
of the Republic Mining and Manu-
 facturing Company, Bauxite, an Al-
coa subsidiary, was in New York.
Bauxite interests knew no details,
regarding plans for starting work. |
~ Most of the alumina plant site at
Bauxite has been cleared. Alcoa
will operate the alumina plant. Re-
public is the largest bauxite. mining
woncern in the state. Ninety-five
per cent of the nation’s bauxite pro-
duction has been in Saline and Pu-
{laski counties. -
Arkansas Louisiana Gas Com-
pany officials are in Washington,
in wennection with plans for opera-
ting the plants. Officials here
said they did not know whether
a fuel contract had been definitely
lined up by their company.
High officials of the Rock Island
were out of the city.

Building of New Highway
May Be Necessary.

Activity in the Hot Springs-Mal-
vern-Benton triangle may necessi-
tate the building of a new highway
link extending west from U. S. 67,
just below the Hot Spring-Saline
county line; to U. S. 270 at Butter-
field. Such a route between Lit-
tle Rock and Hot Springs would be
shorter ‘than the present Highway
70 route, an official said. 2

Lake Catherine and Camden were
the principal sites considered by the
OPM. The former’s water advan-

|

. |tage was a major factor, and the

cost of building the industry at
Camden would have been more than
'$500,000 greater than at Remmel
dam, it was reliably reported.

Arkansas and a Great Aluminum

NPT TRT

d } '
uf{??xg& -i;éélgreat

locatio

Arkansas aluminum plant has been
settled at Washington by the Office

of

Production Management and the

Reconstruction Finance Corporation

th

late themselves on the acquisition of |

. people of this state will congratu-

a major new industry and will look

beyond the present emergency to nor-

mal times. _ &
‘The Arkansas public will hope and
believe that the aluminum plant in

Hot Spring county and the companion |

alumina plant at Bauxite will be per-
manent industries. The two projects

will represent an outlay of some $50,
000,000. '

That is too large an in ;
6 Jefk Sopiduetivn

Firm to Connect
McKamie Field With

Aluminum Project.

Constructign of a pipeline to carry
gas to the $33,000,000 aluminum,
plant near Remmel Dam for the!
generation of the huge amount of}
electrical power which will be used
in the processing of the vital de-
fense metal will be one of the larg-
est jobs in connection with the build-
ing of the new plant.

Officials of the Arkansas-Louisiana |
Gas Co., which will supply the esti-
mated 40,000,000 cubic. feet which |
will be consumed daily, said that a
new pipeline would have to be built |
from the McKamie gas field in Co-
lumbia County to the plant site, a
distance of 80 airline miles.

The route for the pipeline and the
size are being determined in Wash-
ington at conferences between de- |
fense officials and engineers of the|
gas company, R. W. Curran, man-|
ager of Little Rock office of the|
company said yesterday.

Line to Cost $80,000.

Mr. Curran said the pipeline would
be either 16 or 18 inches. A 16-inch
line costs about $1,000 a mile, he
declared.

The electric plant at the aluminum
industry ~ will have a capacity of
120,000 kilowatt hours.

Apparently no new construction
would be required to provide the
plant with electric power pending
the completion of its own generating
plant. A pool of private utilities
will supply the power.

R. E. Ritehie, vice president of the
Arkansas Power and Light Co.,
which will head the pool, said only
a few miles of lines, only two or
three at the outside, would have to
be constructed to bring power to the
plant while the power plant which
will be built to serve the project is
‘under construction. > !

The Rock Island Lines also will
be in an excellent geographical lo-
| cation to serve the plant. The rail-
| road’s Hot Springs tracks parallel -
| the site selected for the plant.

Officials said the railroad would
puild tracks inside the area to serve
the plant but just how many miles
would have to be built has not yet
| been: determined.

Missouri Pacific Lines
said they could serve the plant by
| building seven or eight miles of
track, from either the main line im-
mediately south, of Malvern or from
a point on the Hot Springs line near
I,onsdale.

“Officials estimated the construc-
tion of the line would cost $250,000.

The alumina plant near Bauxite
awill be served by the Bauxite and
Northern Railway, which is a sub-
sidiary of the Republic Mining and

Manufacturing Co. The line has a
connection with the Missouri Pacific
1 at Bauxite Junction.

The privately ‘owned road already
handles all freight traffic for the
Republic Mining Co. Officials, it was
said, plan to improve the road to

| handle the increased traffic.

“Inside’ Fight Over

P s
lant, Site Jpteregtingo 54 1
It wot_lld be interesting to know
‘the inside of the Washington fight
\which saw private utilities emerge
'triumphant over federal agencies
in their bid for the right to serve
immediate power to the big Ar-
‘kansas aluminum plant.

Last June, when the outlook was
~darkest for the ~private ‘companies,
Governor Adkins and Arkansas's
_congressmen signed a request
fm Rural Electrification

[

all the satisfaction that will
be felt in Arkansas over the eagerly
: 4 d sites ywaited and welcome announcement
and other factors including DOWer 41, ¢ his state will have a great
aluminum plant many people will
feel a peculiar regret that Harvey C. Hin.

 ple be com
_Congressman Clyde T. Ellis

Bentonville, an advocate of -

power, may be able to explair

situation. i £
has indicated W

no preference, insisting that power

as what he wanted, regardless of
ﬂt’“!‘ce-UAtm least one member of the = ; .
state ties Commission, 1 # By, i
ever, has been outspoken in op- Sionél delegation have reported that

are on foot to increase the
alumina output of the plant to
1,000,000,000 pounds annually. Al-
i‘thougu the current plans have not
! provided for the imereased produc-
'tion, additional units may be added
at any time.

Plant Site Located
On Hurricane Creek.

The plant site is about two miles
east of Bauxite, halfway between
ne
creek. Most of the plant will be
located on the site of the old Me-
Adams farm. It is east of the
Bauxite-Bryant road. ;

Temporary office buildings have
'been completed on the plant site.
\The railroad right-of-way is near-
ling completion. The plant will be
served by the Bauxite and Northern
railroad, owned by the Republic
company. 3

Mr. Billhardt, construction super-
intendent, has been connected with
the Aluminum Company for the

position to encroachment of the
REA in the project. He is A. B.

Although the state adminilin—

the Benton-Hot Springs-Malvern
areas in their contest for the alu-

. latter. He -is Commissioner Joe
” Kimzey of Magnet, whose home is

Alcoa Names

A.P.AllenTo
‘Build Plant

Gazette 11=23=41

Harris said J. A, K

- consultant, concurre
ion.
Utilities Blamed For
Change in Location.

would be located at Camden.

“Immediately after the
nouncement was made
this plant at Camden

the Office of P
teht ® roduction M:

listed to furnish
pending construction of the

| call its earlier decision.

. The power companies .

w05 lart;iting
, Har B 28
serted, “a rush telegram canie?gb;
Washington and was carried to |
anage- | ]
Harris said the message came

from private power companies en-
temporary power

plant and made a change in theil
proposal, causing the OPM t:n ::1: .;

] Harris
said, had proposed originally the
pooling of their power at Camden,

Harris said the OPM | -
nounced on November 5 ttli:‘phm'.‘; it

The aluminum and power plants Was
D et

are to be built by the

Pittsburgh, Pa. Nov. 22 (&).— past 10 years. He was assistant
The Aluminum Company of Amer- superintendent of construction with | le’gm'm th."c 3
ica, which will operate the gov- [1¢ UG et " Danles & geway o bl ncluding the
ernment’s  $13,000,000 aluminum  He moved with his family to Ben- :::;W ne‘r‘h mdm
plant to be built in Hot Spring ton yesterday. , admit costing $122,000 ruary
Construction officials expressed more” to OrRE ‘o

| county, Ark, today named A..P. fear of a housing shortage in the
Allen of its staff as construction zrea., The town of Bauxite is own-

| superintendent on the project. ed by the Bauxite firm and there

are no vacant homes. Others con-
nected with the project said there
were few vacant houses or apart-

ON $21,000,000

ments in Benton or Little Rock.
There are no plans for the con-
Permanent Build-
ings Planned.

struction of additional houses in the
Bauxite area by the Aluminum
Company, it was indicated.

qucg{ion Of :
New Plants
‘Uncertain

Whether Arkansas obtains addi-
tional defense industries depends.
upon the extent of the United |
States’ war participation, Qovern-
or Adkins said yesterday after re-
turning from a governors' confer-
ence on defense matters at New
Orleans, La.

More than. $300,000,000 worth of
defense work has been awarded to

Gazette 1l=25-41

Large scale construction on the
$21,000,000 alumina plant between
Bauxite and Bryant, in ine
county, 22 miles from Little Rock,
will begin within two weeks. The
McGeorge anstruction Company of
Pine Biuff is completing grading Arkansas. “Some” additional in-
and clearing of the plant site and. dustries are possible, but nothing
railroad. 'The W. Horace Wﬂllamsl definite has been lined up, the gov-
Construction Company began mov-' ernor said. Efforts to locate new
ing in heavy construction equip-!plants and to make permanent
ment yesterday. those which have been announced.

F. A. Billhardt of Cleveland, O. are being continued, he said. In
construction superintendent of the | gddresses, the governor has said

project, said buildings will be of | r
permanent construction, indicating | g::xtt t;:;tgl;‘etr b?a;‘%:'c'::; G

| proposed of
Gazette 11=-26=41 :onr':&::t wt: hesitating about

power at % :
Springs ‘:glhmf w
 “It took two weeks to bri

about a reversal of all eco

of t.h”e _people’s money will
spent” in building the plants.

'REA Said to Have
Offered Lower Rate.

Harris further charged that
Rural Electrification gAdmi:iui—?;

tion had proposed to furnish a part

of the temporary
per kilowatt houx;o 4

acceptance.

in;,.wigi the alamin
; nomical  That three

| factors from a study of six months aluminum 85
or more and change this location Knudsen
to Lake Catherine, and on the ment pl
-property of the private power com- necess:
pany, where more than $33,000,000 | obt:
be

sho

‘Harris said the gas company
supply natural gas to fuel ﬂlt: of thé o]
power plant originally proposed to  That

deliver gas at Camden for five

cents per thousand cubic feet, at .

Lake Catherine, at 5 1-2 cents, but
subsequently upped the price to
Camden to 5.41 and fixed the price

to Lake Catherine at 5.53 while
admitting that “it will require an

additional expenditure to Lake
Catilerine over Camden of $400,-

Utility Heads Not

the plant will be used after the de-
fense emergency is ended.

Mr. Billhardt said a large part of
the plant will consist of pipelines
and huge storage tanks where the
low grade bauxite ore will be proc-

officials| essed. The buildings will be of con-

crete and brick, or concrete and
corrugated iron. The office build-
ings will be of wood construction.

The plant will be operated by the
Aluminum Company of America,
parent company of the Republic
Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany, the principal bauxite mining
firm in the state. :

The construction superintendent
said a large portion of the work
would require highly skilled work-
men, and the plant will require
about 11 months to complete. De-
sign of the units has been approved
and work on concrete foundations
of the buildings will begin soon.

Plant Will Employ
300 Skilled Workers.

The plant will not require a large
number of workmen, either during
construction or operation. The
plant will employ from 300 to 500
persons. It will have a production
capacity of about 400,000,000 pounds
annually, requiring about 800,000,000

pounds of ore each year for ca-|

will be

pacity production.
It was expla.ine’:;ga J

. Mr. Adkins had received no late
information regarding plans to in-
crease the Bauxite alumina plant’s
capacity from 400,000,000 to 1,000,-
000,000 pounds, but the expansion
is probable, he said. An expansion
of plans for the Pine Bluff incen-
diary bomb arsenal was announced
last week.

CHOICE OF SITE

PLANT SCORED

Harris Says Major
- Factors Ignored.
GazetTE ~II=29-41

Washington, Nov. 28 ().—Repre-

i

FOR ALUMINUM

' plied that it could.

of the Arkansas Power
and Light Company and the Ar-

kansas - Louisiana Gas Com
were not reached for commen?'.:gf

Congressman Harris’ stat:
i oy i ‘ atement last

| His reference to a sudden change

H

'telegraph November 5 that Cam-

den had been selected as the site

of the aluminum plant. Ten min-

utes later an official of the OPM

:ﬁcalleld the tele,
at last-minute details

been settled. ity i
Both utility companies announced

cipated in the choice of the site.
\The Arkansas Power and

of 55 counties. The company re-

A gas company official, to de-
monstrate neutrality between Cam-
den and the Hot Spring county site,
turned over to Governor Adkins and

‘the state Utilities Commission a
telegram bearing the signature of

Secretary W. C. McClure of
Camden Chamber of Com

prisals if the |
‘elsewhere than

threatening re
;vm:p_hbed”

Availebls forCommapt o,

in plans recalled that the OPM :
notified the Arkansas Gazette by

explaining ||

' in obtaining the p

and on Jun
that it had
in Arkansas of a gove

_equipment in
‘could be obt
‘becéusé OP:

num plant
basis of the

last week that they had not parti- |Whic

_ Light mere
Company said the OPM asked if it
could furnish power in its territory liv

IC,ilc'sve rnor Silent On
ant Site Dispute.
Gaze tte—33=30-
Governor Adkins declined

ment yesterday on charges by
resentative Harris (Dem., Az

of Commerce,

stead of Camden.
“My only interest has been
thied l;,;:lanz located in Ar
sa/ r. Adkins, “The details we
left up to others. I appreciate
help everybody

Mr. Ha;
serted in the

Y




PR S

0 ered For
A D

ower and L At
. Company yesterday submitted a pro-
sal to supply the entire 105,000
ilowatt hours of electricity which
will be required as interim power
for the $33,000,000 aluminum plant
to be constructed in Arkansas.
~ Hamilton Moses, president of the
| utility, declared that at the request
of the Defense Plant Corporation,
‘which will build the plant, the com=
| pany revised its earlier offer to supe
" ply 65,000 kilowatts of the interim
ower to cover the entire operations
the plant until a generating sys-
‘which will be' a of the
project, is pla into opera-

Mr. Moses said that at conferences
last week in Washington the De-
fense Plant Corporation declared
that four, instead of three, pot-
ines—in which alumina is reduced
to aluminum—would be installed
:dﬂthat three woultti. be operated

ternating curren
~ The Rural

e REA prob-
ably would obtain its power from
the Grand River Dam in Oklahoma
In that event, transmission lines to
carry the power to the plant site
i would have to be built.

State’s Bauxite
Output More

Than Doubled

Democrat 12=7=41
Ore Production For

1941 1

minum is made—has
in the two-coun-
field during the past
creased demands for the
ore to- keep new - alumi and
|alumina plants which the govern-
ment soon will build in Arkansas
operating will provide an impetus
that will further step up output of
e
: ‘State Geological Survey esti- |
: yesterday that production this
would total 1,021,344.76 long |
is more than double the

‘accounted for the rest of
oduction.

. Dr. George C. Branner, state ge-
ologist. pointed out that in the past
‘only Grade A ‘ore, which contains
] per cent or more alumina has
‘mined for aluminum ' produc-
qrutor use in chemicals or
ine “Low Grade.”

, he added, the Office of Pro-
n Management has
‘a program to mine 1,618,000 tons of
‘the lower grades. The $22,000,000
|alumina plant near Bauxite will use
'this lower ore exclusively, he de-
clared. :
: C‘h addition, the Reynolds Mining
‘Company is conducting extensive
mhons throughout the two-
sounty field, which 94 per cent
‘of the domestic supply of the vital
ore, with the intentions of starting
operations soon. So far, “not one
of dirt has been turned” by
company, it was said yesterday.
Independent operators, which in
the past have confined their sales to
chemical and abrasive companies,
are beginning to “cash in” on the
unprecedented demand created by
.the defense program.

Graham R. Hall, who with his
father operates the Dixie Bauxite
Co., Sweet Home, said that for the
first time his firm has made sales
I01' tbe ore to an aluminum company
during the past year. He estimated
operations had increased 10 per cent
during the last 12 months, with the'
sales to the aluminum company re-
sponsible for the upswing in pro-
- duction.

" The American Cyanamid Co..
which has its own mines in the
two-county field for use in
ing cthiy and 1,gbgausives, only
‘recently completed filling an order
(for the Reynolds Meta

 has constructed aluminu

dry bauxite from

. later,

; plant on_the
near Sweet ,;3,
:intb:mli)ixgnnoag.m property b
a_ production o

y X

Dr. Branner pointed out that
present rate of production would
haust all 1
A ore containing more -
cent alumina, in about
He estimates that on
1941, there were 10,980,
known deposits in the state.

The Bureau of Mines, however,
estimated that on February 1, 1941,
there were only 9,090,000 tons.
Dr. Branner’s estimates placed the
number of tons of the Grade B ore,
having 50 to 55 per cent alumina
content, at 4,060,000 tons and the
amount of Grade C ore, having a
bauxite content of from 40 to 50
per cent, at 17,422,000 long tons.

He pointed out that the cost of
producing alumina—the first step
in the manufacture of aluminum—
is in proportion to the alumina con-
tent of the ore. The higher the
alumina content, the lower the cost

He declared there were hundreds

of tons” of the high grade ore avail-

the
ex-

10 years

mestic sources and that the lower
grade ores won’t be in demand for
aluminum purposes as long as pro-
duction costs are so high using it
Valuable State Deposit.

Alumina produced at the Bauxite
plant with lower grades will cost
the government more than that pro-
duced with the higher grades, he
declared.

Meanwhile, the state continued to
hold 327,173 tons of mineable baux-
ite on the Confederate Home prop-
erty, near Sweet Home, and as far
as could be learned no steps had
lg.een taken to place it into produc-
ion, ;

The bauxite on the property is
divided by grades as follows:

55 per cent or more

aloming .0 179,910 tons
45-49.9 per cent

alumina ......... 76,100 tons
45-499 per cent .. 35,451 tons
35-45 per cent

(for blending) ... 35,712 tons

BIG ALUMINUM
PLANT SITENOT
CHOSEN FINALLY

Camden Said to Be
In Running.

Gazette 12-7-41
Orders awarding the $33.000,000
aluminum plant and power plant
to the Hot Springs-Malvern-Benton
area are being held in abeyance

t | pending further study of the Lake

Catherine site and proposed Cam-
den site, it was disclosed yester-
day.

This was disclosed, when T. D.
Jolley, chief engineer of the Alum-
inum Company of America, which
will build and operate the plant for

the Defense Plant Corporation, and
other engineers inspected the Lake
Catherine site yesterday and the
proposed Camden site Friday.

~ A. P. Allen, construction super-
intendent of the aluminum plant
inadvertently revealed at Lake
Catherine yesterday that orders to
proceed with construction have been
rescinded, later attempted to
withdraw the statement.

The Office of Production Man-
agement in Washington was closed
yesterday afternoon and the report
could not be confirmed, but it was
learned there is a good chance that
the plant site may be switched
to Camder'l.

Economic Factors Will
Decide, Says Mr. McClure.

A delegation from Camden, which
originally was awarded the plant
by the OPM only to have the an-|
nouncement withdrawn' a half-hour
» is in Washington attempting
to show that “the advantages of
‘Camden are far superior’ to the
Lavi‘trg ‘gatix‘erine site.
/W. C. McClure, secretary of the
Camden Chamber of Commerce,
has been in Washington for two
weeks. He was joined last week by
A. Roy Allen, Camden publisher,
Major Don Harrell and City En-
gineer Mac Graves. - l
cClure & ::,éd ﬂlﬁ Gazette

: night that he

known supply of the Grade |
x than 55 per |V

January 1,
tons in

- started.”
months for final completion of the
aluminum plant, he said.

“Tt should be finished about
pril, 1943,” Mr. Allen reported.
He predicted, however, th.at two
years will be required to build the
steam power plant. When the
aluminum plant is in operation, not
more than 800 men will be em-
ployed, and for the power umtrnot
more than 50 men, working in
three shifts, will be employed.

S

"

Offic

»
Governor Adkins told a Gazette A
reporter yesterday the selection of
(the site will be “left entirely in the
‘hands of the Office of Production
|Management and Defense Plant
‘Corporation,” without interference
by the state administration. .
! hHe li: not concerned as to where
‘the plant is located just so it is in/ Hot Springs Still Confident.
| Arkansas, he said. ; Persons who have assisted Mal-
L. R. Branting, superintendent yern in its effort to get the alumi-
of the Republic Mining and Manu- nym plant, but who did not wish
facturing Company, Bauxite. a sub- t, make an extensive statement,
sidiary of the Alcoa, said “all de- said they knew of the survey that
cisions regarding the location of Mr. Jolley and his colleagues made,
the plant must be made in Wash- and the same procedure was fol-

the Arkansas
{ ed will be ready to serve it.”

able from South America and dos.

ington.” £

Some l‘rehmmary Work
Already Under Way.

The Rock Island Lines has start-
ed construction of a spur to the
proposed Lake Catherine site. Em-
ployment offices have been es-
tablished at Malvern and Hot
Springs. Access roads have been
' studied.

The state Planning Board has’
completed a housing survey of Hot
A

Springs, Malvern and Benton.
report -of the survey is being pre-
pared by the National Resources

Planning Board regional office at‘t

| Dallas, Tex.
L. A. Henry, enginee
the Planning Board, said the sur-

vey indicates that normal building

| programs will suffice to meet the
' demands of families who may move
into the area. A Housing Bureau
has been set up at Hot Springs to
list available space there.
V7. Shaciliiiprgiss

Site Not Finally
Decided, Says Official

Special to the Gazette,

Hot Springs,, Dec. 6—Whether the
$33,000,000 aluminum plant and
power unit will be located between
Hot Springs and Malvern or at
Camden will depend on the recom-
mendation of three engineers, each
an authority on water power, who
already have looked over the sites
above and below Remmel dam and
who spent yesterday in a survey
at Camden.

Authority for the startling infor-
mation that Camden is not out of
the picture is A. P. Allen, Borden,
N. C, engaged by the Aluminum
Company of America to build the

ate. One of the three engineering
experts is Thomas D. Jolley, chief
engineer of the Alcoa interests.
Name of the two other engineers
could not be ascertained. One is
| from Pittsburgh, where Mr. Jolley
has headquarters, and the other is
said to be from New York.

| Hot Springs newspapermen went
[to Malvern today to consult Mr.
Allen. Mr. Allen's first hint that
location of the aluminum plant had
not been decided finally came when
one of the newspapermen asked if
he were going to the site of the big
project.

“Is that the site?” Mr.
asked.

The startled newspapermen im-
mediately opened up with a bar-
rage of questions.

Jesse Jones May Decide.

“It is generally believed that the
man who will determine the loca-
tion of the aluminum plant is Jesse
Jones, head of the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation,” Mr. Allen
said. “Mr. Jones is strictly a prac-
tical business man. He is going to
invest the government's money in
the spot where it will cost less to
build and where such investment
will earn the most dollars.

“Thom D. Jolley, accompanied by

Allen

two unbiased, unprejudiced engin-

eers, all authorities on water power,
have looked over the proposed site
here. They went to Camden Friday,
where they were to make a similar
investigation. They did not say
anything to indicate what conclu-
sion they had reached here, or what
impressions they had formed. They
may not express any opinion after
they 'eave Camden. I cannot speak
for them. I only know they came
here for a specific purpose and
went to Camden for the same rea-
son. The report they will make
probably will be placed before Jesse
Jones, yet I cannot state that for a
certainty. I do think, however,
that the location of the aluminum
plant depends on such report.”
Mr. Allen said the site below
Remmel datll!:‘ {or tti:e ol,iluminum
lant, and the location c¢ 1 on
Ip;oaks. Catherine above mmn!
'!tar the power !

r-director of ]

big plant, which Alcoa will oper-

acres will be required, |in a fou

lowed at Camden, “but we are not
going to get unduly excited,” one of
the Hot Springs civic leaders said.

“If we thought the site for the
| aluminum plant and power unit
| would be changed, you would have
seen evidence of our concern be-
fore this,” he said. I don’t believe
it will be long before confirmation
of the two plants between Hot
Springs and Malvern will be an-
nounced from Washington.”

Political Motive Suspected.

Another took the view that the
| report of possible change and the
| visit of Mr. Jolly and two other
| engineers may havesbeen to “make
things easier for Harris,” referring
o Representative Harris, El Do-
rado, who fired a protest at the
OPM, charg: g economy would
have been effected if Camden had
been chosen for the a'uminum
plant. Representative Harris, it
was pointed out, is likely ‘o have
opposition, and the loss of the
aluminum project would not help
him any. :

No sooner, however, did word ot
Mr. Allen’s statement get circulat-
ed around Malvern than civic lead-
ers took steps to minimize the re-
port Mr. Allen informed Hot
Springs newspapermen he would
prefer to retract his statement and
say nothing.

Camden Committee
Invited to Capital.

Special to the Gazette. 12 —7-41

Camden, Dec. 6. — Following a
surprise inspection of a proposed
aluminum plant site near here yes-
terday by Alcoa officials, it was re-
vealed tonight that a group of
Camden business men was invited
to Washington a few days ago to
discuss this proposed plant- and
other defense plants.

Officials who visited this area
|yesterday inspected a site on the
Ouachita river near the old Bivens
place, which was surveyed several
months ago.

This site is on the Ouachita river
and adjacent to the River Terminal
Corporation’s plant, where barges
'and towboats from New Orleans

| dock with much freight, cotton and
|sugar. Railroad facilities also are
| adjacent.

The delegation included: T. D.
Jolley, Pittsburgh, Pa., chief engi-
neer; A. P. Allen of North Caro-
lina, construction superintendent;
J. W. Jarrett of Little Rock, state
manager of the R. F. C.; B. Croy-
deon of Pittsburgh, hydraulic en-
gineer; T. W. Billhart, superin-
tendent of the alumina plant at
Bryant, and L. R. Branting, super-
intendent of the Republic Mining
Company, a subsidiary of Alcoa.

It was reported here that che
survey resulted from dissatisfaction
with the Lake Catherine site.

Congressman Oren Harris of El
Dorado, of the Seventh Congres-
sional District, charged that a com-
bination of utility interests had dis-
regarded economic factors of the
Camden site and had “padded” fig-
ures to swing the plant for the
Lake Catherine site. Mr. Harris
said that the Camden plant could
be built for at least $600,000 less
than at Lake Catherine.

Additional Power
Offered by A.P. & L. -
Gazette—12=7=41
The Arkansas Power and Light
Company has offered to "increase

its commitment of 65,000 kilowatts
of interim power to 100,000 kilo-

¢

l

reduction pots is decided on for the
plant in Arkansas, C. H. Moses,
president of the company, said yes-
terday following his return from
Washington,
the new offer to the Defense Plant
Corporation. -

“The OPM decided last June that
65,000 kilowatts of power from
transmission sources was the max-

1|imum amount that could be justi-

fied for use in the plant,” Mr. Moses
d. “But if it is &c}lldcd to

watts if a fourth line of aluminum

where he submitted

,000,000 pounds per year
125,000,000, the power pool which
Ar company has arrang-

Mr. Moses made it clear in his
letter to Defense Plant Corpora-
tion that his offer was not based on
any particular site. “We will serve
the aluminum plant wherever it is
located if interim power is desired
without any difference in rate,” he
said.

Called “Stupendous Undertaking.”

Engineers of power companies
who worked out the power pool re-
port that it is one of the most stu-
' pendous tasks of its kind ever un-
| dertaken, Mr. Moses said. . He said
it would result in presenting about
as much power at one site as all

fArkansas now uses for residential,

commercial and industrial pur-
poses. “The fact that the Arkan-
sas Power and Light Company is
willing to spend its own money, and
get other companies to make ex-
penditures, for delivery of power
for such a short time—about 18
months—indicates how far we have
gone to get this industry for Ar-
kansas,” he said.

In Washington it was said that
if a fourth pot line is installed in
the plant, two instead of one, di-
rect current generating units may
be installed, because engineers es-
timate that with the use of “sour
gas,” power for the aluminum plant
can be produced in direct current as
cheaply as anywhere in the coun-
try. Even if alternating current is
transmitted to the aluminum plant,
it would have to be changed into
direct current with rectifiers for
use in_aluminum reduction.

Washington Officials Refuse
To Comment on Situation.

G te 12=7-4
Wa%ler\eggn, Dec. 6 ().—Officials
of the Office of Production Man-
agement and the R. F. C's Defense
Plant Corporation withheld com-
ment tonight on possibility of a
change in the proposed location of
|a $32,000,000 aluminum project for
Arkansas.

Representative Harris, whose dis-
trict includes Camden, said he “un-
derstood” that a party of engineers
from the Aluminum Company of
America, which will operate the
plants for the government, were
re-examining some of the engineer-
ing features.

Chairman Leland S. Olds of the
Federal Power Commission recent-
ly expressed the view before a
House Appropriations Committee
that Camden offered the better
power site, and J. A. Krug. OPM
power co-ordinator, concurred.

ALCOA Plant
Site Fight

Is Renewed
Cannden May Yer Gat
Project Announced

For Lake Catherine.

The possibility that Camden may
vet be considered as the site for the
$33,000,000 Aluminum Company of
America plant—officially designated
by the OPM to a site on Lake Cath-

|

disclosed yesterday by a series of
quick-breaking developments.

A. P. Allen, Badin, N. C., sent to
Arkansas by the ALCOA to super-
intend construction of the plant, was
the first to reveal the possible

Springs business men “there is tsill
some doubt that the Lake Catherine
site will actually be used.” L
Mr. Allen later in the day re-
tracted the statement, but “as-
serted that Tom D. Jolley, chief
engineer for ALCOA, and two

other power . engineers from
Pittsburgh® and New York had
inspected the Camden site

Thursday. Mr. Allen said he ac-
companied them on the inspec-
tion trip to Camden and on a
previous tour of inspection of
the proposed site at Remmel
Dam on Lake Catherine.

May Be a Change,

Harris Says.

From Washington came the
statement of Rep. Oren Harris,
El Dorado, who had been sup-
porting Camden as the location
of the plant, that a re-investi-
gation of the sites was being
made and that “there may be a
change yet.”

The third factor in the devel-
opments was the fact that, al-
though it has been three weeks
since the Lake Catherine site
had- been announced for the
planf, no activity, other than
preliminary surveys, had been
started there.

The Rock Island railroad has be-
gun preliminary work toward laying
of a spur track to supply the Lake
Ca.thcwserme plant, and railroad offi-

, we;'te obviously surprised by

to about

| Rep. W. F. Norrell, Monticello, |
from Washington, stated “no change
will be made that I know of.” He
said he had checked the situation
yesterday before government offices
closed for the week-end and was
told by the Office of Production
Management and the defense plant
corporation, the two agencies con-
cerned, that there has been no
change and that none is in prospect.
Issue Settled, Norrell Insists,

Norrell said he is confident the
plant will be built at Lake Cath-
erine as agreed.

“It has been settled,” he declared.
“and I don’t think there will be any
change.” %

Carroll Cuffman, president of the
| Malvern Chamber of Commerce,
| who with Rep. Norrell had been in-

Victory Banquet Planned.

erine in Hot Spring County—was |

change when he told three Hot

the day’s sudden devel-

| strumental in obtaining the plant
for his area, also.was emphatic that
“there is nothing to the reports that
the Plant might be moved to Cam-
den.” ; 4

Mr. Cuffman described it as “an
erroneous report that shouldn’t even
be published.” i

The three newspaper men who
“broke” the statement of Mr. Allen
that the plant possibly might still go
to Camden were Jerry Niel, Associ-'
ated Press correspondent in 'Hot
Springs; Roy Bosson, Hot Springs
Sentinel-Record reporter and corres
spondent of the Arkansas Democrat,
and Walter Ebel, veteran Hot
Springs newspaper man.

Yesterday’s developments could be
described as only another troubled
step 1n a series of problems sur-
rounding selection of the site for the
plant. ]
Plans Previously Revised.

In the beginning, the OPM re-
leased a statement to a number of |
newspapers announcing Camden for |
the site and then withdrew the se-
lection, but not until Camden learn-
ed that it had been named and then
rejected. Shortly afterward, Lake
Catherine was chosen for the site
for the plant and the battle has been
on ever since with Camden authori-
ties never having given up their ef-
forts.

When the three Hot Springs news-
papermen contacted Mr. Allen yes-
terday they quoted him as saying:

“There is still some doubt that the
Lake Catherine site will actually be
used. The engineers are to make an
unbiased report on economic fac-
tors favoring each site. You know,
of course, that the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation is to finance
the buildipg and the RFC is goin,
to build it at a place where it wiﬁ
incur the ‘least cost. Jesse Jones is
a good business man.”

‘The newspapermen also quoted
him as saying “whichever site is
chosen, it will cover about 33 acres
and employ about 1,200 workers at
the maximum during the construe-
tion period; and when completed
the aluminum plant will employ
about 800 men and the power plant
about 50 men.”

Allen later told newspapermen he
wanzed to retract the entire state-
ment.

A “victory banquet” has been
planned by the Hot Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce for December 16,
honoring Representative Norrell and
Mr. Cuffman for their efforts in ob-
taining the plant.

Representative Harris, reporting
from Washington, said that five men
are making a re-investigation of the
sites for the Aluminum Company

of America, contractor for the plant,
and the federal agencies.

He said he did not know what the
outcome will be but that a new re-
port on the sites is due in the na-
tion’s capital over the week-end..

Shortly after it had been announc-
ed that Lake Catherine was to be
the site of the huge aluminum-power.
development, Harris issued a blast
against the action, maintaining that
| the Camden site ,was better and
more economical as well, The new
investigation of the sites was started
since then.

Harris said he had no information
to go on as to what will be report-
ed, but commented: “Lake Cather-
ine may not be what they thought
it was before,” and added: “There
may be a change yet.” i

‘Those who had been following and .
working on the aluminum planf
matter gave a sigh of relief when
the site selection was finally an-'
nounced, believing that everything
was settled and that actual con-
struction was about to begin.

State Might Lose Plant.

With these new developments, tHe
fight may be opened all over again.
There was some fear implied in
Washington that if it is opened up
‘{oot' far, the whole thing might be
ost. -

However, such fears when ex-
pressed- before have proved to be
groundless and the state has been
assured a number of times that the
plant will definitely go into Ar-
kansas at one site or another.

There was no hint in Washington
as to what the outcome of the new
investigation will be. The govern-
ment offices were closed as was the
ALCOA office there. Those officials
who could be reached said the ex-
pected report had not come in and
that until it does they have no furs
ther information about the situation
and do not know what will be done

The report is expected to reach
Washington by Monday. '

. 4
& - x5
e g




Camden Delegation Goes to
Washington for Parley,

Washington—A delegation from
Camden, Ark., was here last week
in an effort to reverse a recent de-
cision which awarded a $33,000,000
aluminum plant to a site near Hot
Springs on Lake Catherine instead
of to Camden.

den delegation was told that the
Lake Catherine site was selected in
preference to Camden because it
was estimated the cost of construc-
tion would be $7,000 less at the Hot
Spring County site.

It was in an effort to refute what
the Camden delegation termed “er-
roneous information” about cost fig-
ures that prompted the trip to
Washington.

The delegation told defense offi-
| cials, it was learned, that the plant
| foundation would not cost $330,000
imore to build at Camden than at
{Lake Catherine and that freight
! rates at Camden were not higher
{than those in effect at Lake Cather-
ine.

{ . Camden representatives also told
idefense officials that the cost of in-
l

terim power for the plant would be |

the same at Camden as at Lake
' Catherine.

Options on Plant
Site Given to RFC.
Special to the G-:zotte. 12“9—4:1

Hot Springs, Dec. 8.—Carroll
Cuffman, president of the Malvern
' Chamber of Commerce, notified

friends here today that options to

buy the last 150 acres necessary for
the site of the aluminum plant
between Hot Springs and Malvern

had been turned over the R. F. C.

which will advance money for con=

struction of the project, as well as
_for the power unit. The combined
" investment will total $33,000,000.

Mr. Cuffman also reported that |

despite doubt as to whether the
aluminum plant will be built near
here or near Camden, the foreman
in charge of building a spur from
the main line to the plant site has
been instructed to complete the job
as rapidly as possible. Mr. Cuff-
man is optimistic that no change
in the location of the aluminum
plant and power unit will be made.

Alcoa Officials Rent Homes
And Office at Malvern.

Special to the'G_;E" _J_'g -‘]9 -V%Ale“

Malvern, Dec. 8.
Pittsburgh, Pa., chief clerk of the

(Aluminiim Company of America |

| for the building of $33,000,000 alu-
{minum plant assigned to Arkansas,
arrived in Malvern today and said
he will make his home here during
construction of the plant.

A P. . Allen, cor vuction - en-
|gineer for the plan as selected
{offices' in the En 1 building
lon West Second
ilen, also has rente home here.

BIE ALUMINOM
PLANT WILL BE
* BUILT ON LAKE

Selection Said to Be
Definite.
Gazetie 12=10-41

The proposed $33,000,000 alumi-
‘num plant and power unit will
be constructed on Lake Catherine
in the Hot Springs-Benton-Malvern
triangle, the Gazette learned from
a high authority last night.

The plant will be constructed

and operated for the
Plant Corporation by the Alumi-
num Company of America. Jesse
Jones, chairman of the Defense
Plant Corporation, in Washing-
ton said he could make no an-
nouncement Eegarding the plant
because of the War Department’s
censorship, but the Gazette's in-
formants said the plant would be
built on Lake Catherine and not
at Camden,
- A. P, Allen, Alcoa superintend-
ent of construction of the plant,
‘declined to comment on-the re-
vort ¢

.Cizamden Delegation Still
At ‘Work in Washington.
L A ‘Ass%imd- Press disp

It was understood that the Cam- |

s e
to be changed from

i ot go ﬁ&,
Lake Cath-

timated $32,0
an aluminum

‘cost an es-| mine the mineral profitably be-
00 and consist of | cause of the cost of transportation.
processing plant and | State officials were under the im-

‘erine.”

Site Has Been Cause
‘Of Bitter Controversy.

‘The Office of Production Man-

agement in Washington announced
early in November that the plant
would be built at Camden but
withdrew the announcement an’
hour later. Two weeks later the
OPM announced Lake Catherine
‘had . been selected as the site,
which is about 25 miles from the
alumina plant under construction
at Bryant.

Representative Oren Harris of
El Dorado protested against the
pake Catherine site. He charged
it would cost $600,000 more to huild
the plant.there than at Camden.
When T. D. Jolley, chief engineer,b
 for Alcoa, and other officials ‘in- |
spected both the Lake Catherme

]

|two weeks ago.

e ant ‘ s I |
a power plant to furnish it with pression originally several stock
el‘ectricity.p piles would bg placed in the baux-
Congressman Harris’ announce- ite territory. .
ment that the aluminum plant will Three fixed charges in produc-
remain at Lake Catherine in Hot tion of bauxite are being consid-
Spring county corroborated a re- ered by the individual property
port circulated in Arkansas Tues- owners. They are:
day. The cost of getting the ore out of
The OPM selccted the Malvern- the ground. e |
Benton-Hot Springs area as a site Payment of royalty on the basis of |
50 cents a ton.
s i L Transportation te the proposed
rea S new alumina plant at Bauxite. |
| Much testing has been in prog-
'ress in the Bauxite territory since |
|the alumina and big aluminum
plants were allotted to the state.
Since the industry will use just so
much bauxite, Sweet Home own-
| ers of bauxite property may not
enjoy the benefits of a ready mar-
ket if enough is produced in Saline
county.

Adkins Brea
Ground Today
For Big Plant

DPUOSTAl, Jaskp- it

apd Camden sites Saturday, it was
disclosed that orders to construet

the plant and power unit had heen
held up.

|
"Plant Due to Be In
‘Operation by Spring of 1942.

| Because of the outbreak of war,
(it. is expected that construction
of the plant will be rushed. Mr.,
Allen refused to say whether he
had received orders to proceed, but
a Gazette’s informant predicted
that work will be under way on
Lake Catherine within a few days.

The Rock Island Lines is con-.

tinuing work on a 1,000-foot load-
ing track at the plant site unear
Malvern. W. B. Futrell, assistant

freight manager, said he had re-|

ceived no assurance that the plant
would .be built there. “We want
to be prepared should the plant
be built,” he said.

Work on the plant designs and
material schedules have been com-
pleted by the Alcoa. It was started
soon after the defense plant plan
was initiated in order to speed
construction once the plant was
authorized.

Alcoa _ias’ been holding bids
from contractors for grading and
concrete work. Fabrication of steel
for the buildings was ordered sev-
 eral weeks ago and major items
! of equipment have been on order
for several. months. More than
$8,000,000 had been contracted for

Alcoa. announced November 20
| that it expected pouring of con-
crete to begin within the next few

’ num plant alone.

in advance for the Arkansas alumi-

| petus of a wartime speedup, ground-
| breaking for Arkansas’ new $33,000,-
| 000 aluminum and power plants on
| Lake Catherine was pushed forward
| to today.

The honor of turning the first
| spade of dirt in ceremonies at 10:30
| a. m. was assigned to Governor Ad-

kins.

Others on the ground-breaking
program were Mayors Leo P, Mec-
. Laughlin of Hot Springs and K. K.
Kight of Malvern, Secretary. Henry
| M. Stanley of the Hot Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce, President Carroil
Cuffman of the Malvern C. of C,,
and A. P, Allen, construction super-
intendent for the Aluminum Com-
pany of America. g

The ground-breaking ceremony
followed a succession of new de-
velopments, including:

Announcement from Washington
by ,Representative Harris that the
Rural Electrification Administration
would build a $4,000.000 generating
plant at or near Camden. This plant
is - expected to supply 45,000 kilo-
watts of the aluminum works’ needs
between Jan, 1, 1943, and about Jan.
1, 1944, when generating facilities on
Lake Catherine probably will be

complete. The Camden unit will be
fueled by sour gas.
Another Washington announce-

ment, from Federal Works Adminis-
trator Fleming, said that contracts
had been signed whereby the Ark-
La Electric Co-operative would sup-

OPM Prices
For Bauxite

$3 to $5.40

Gazethe 12-=21=41

Average prices to be ‘paid for
bauxite mined for use in Arkan-
sas’s new aluminum industry will |
be 33 to $5.40 a ton, Dr. George C.
Branner announced yesterday aft-

Spa Aluminum Plan

The metal producing plant of the Alumii
and company officials have disclosed that th
will look almost exactly like the Tennesse
company holds the contract for comstruction

verted into aluminum.

er his return from Washington.
The state geologist said the Of-
fice of Production Management will
release a schedule of prices within
two or three weeks. Owners of
land containing bauxite deposits

have been anxiously awaiting the
announcement.

Prices will be paid on a dry basis,
Dr. Branner said. The tentative
schedule is lower than prices now
paid, he said, but pointed out that
the alumina plant will use a lower
grade of ore than that being mined.

Lowest grades will be bought at
prices below $3 and higher grades
will command more than $5.40, the

ply 32,500 kilowatts of the aluminum
plant’s needs. The announcement
said this meant aluminum produc-
tion would start five months earlier
than if it had to wait for the Lake
Catherinie steam plant's completion.

geologist said. The proposed stock
pile near the Aluminum Company
of America's mines in Saline county
will not be started for several
months, he estimated, because sheds
and laboratory equipment must be
set up first.

Statehouse circles were informed

Work Rushed
On New Plants

In Arkansas
Democrat 1=4-=42
Conversion of Bauxite

Into Metal Is Long

Complicated Process.

By TREMAIN F. ROBINSON.
(Democrat Washington Bureau.)
Washington—Construction of the

Arkansas aluminum and alumina |

plants will come as part of the ulti-
mate idea started by Napoleon III,
emperor of the French.

Aluminum from the Arkansas es-
tablishment will go into our Army

Mr. Al-/

weeks and that steel work would
begin by February. The plant is
' scheduled to go into operation in
! the spring of 1942,

In addition to 10,000 tons of steel
needed for the fabrication and
| erection of the buildings, 8,000 tons
'of steel plate will be required for
the reduction furnaces and other

Co-OpsTo |
Ask Power

Line Permit

for giant bombers and other planes
and it will be used for other defense
purposes and essential civilian uses.
But modern as it is, the present use
aluminum plays in fighting our ene-
i mies is only the climax of an idea
| started by the Third Napoleon.

| It was not until 1825 that the first
| aluminum was extracted from ore
; and little success was had with it be-

that an agency will be set up soon
by a representative of the OPM
or Defense Plant Corporation to
purchase bauxite ore from inde-
pendent owners.

| Large Force Working
Alumina P

Defense |

operating equipment. About 35,000
cubic yards' of concrete will be
poured and foundations of the
plant will cover approximately 21
acres. For transmitting the tre-

| mendous amounts of  electricity

needed for the electrolytic ~pro-
duction ‘of aluminum, more than
6,000,000 pounds of copper busbar
will be installed.
. ~Private = utilities will supply
power for the plant while a gas
Diesel engine power plant and a
steam power plant will be built.
The power units will utilize “sour”
gas from South Arkansas fields.

To process bauxite into alumina,
raw materials needed for the
aluminum-producing process, Alcoa
is building an alumina plant with
a yearly output of nearly 1,000,000,-
| 000 pounds for the government at
Bryant, between Bauxite and Mal-
vern. ok

Large quantities of carbon elec-
trodes are used in production of
-aliminum. These ' electrodes  will
be manufactured in a plant to be

| Offices for Alcoa at Malvern
Being Prepared.

‘ Sp;clal to the Gazette Iz -ll '4:1

the Emerson building on West Sec-
ond street started today prepara-
tory to occupancy by officials of
Aluminum Company of America,
which will construct $33,000,000
plant at Lake Catherine.

The building will house offices

chief clerk; Kenneth Chambers,
Pittsburgh, purchasing agent, and

atch
said,

il

the personnel supervisor.

Harris Confirms Site

For Aluminum Plant.

\ azet -11l=41
l Washington, Dec. 10 (#).—Repre-
isenta.tive

built as part of the Arkansas

Malvern, Dec. 10.—Remodeling of |

of A. P. Allen, construction fore-.
man; L. J. Varnell, Alcoa, Tenn,,|

ica mines at Bauxite.

Gazette 12=15«41

An application for a certificate
of convenience and necessity soon
will be filed with the state Utili-
ties Commission by the Ark-La
Electric Co-operative, which will
construct a 186-mile, $2,000,000 line
to bring power to the Lake Cath-
erine aluminum plant, Thomas
Fitzhugh, lawyer for the co-opera-
tive, said yesterday.

Ark-La’s Board of Directors,
meeting at Shreveport, La., Satur-
day, ratified contracts signed with
the Defense Plant Corporation at
Washington last week, under which
the co-operative will furnish 32,500

num pots at the $33,000,000 plant.

Engineers are working on de-
signs for the line, which must be
in service by next June 1. Ark-La
will buy the power from the Fed-
eral Works Agency, which recently
took over the operation of the
Grand river dam in Oklahoma. The
line will extend from Muskogee,
Okla., to Lake Catherine.

Ark-La. consisting of five Arkan-
| sas and five Louisiana co-opera-
tives backed by tke Rural Electri-
| fication Administration, will sell
power at 6.2 mills per kilowatt on
an 85 per cent load factor. This
interim power will enable the
aluminum plant to start operations
five months earlier than it could
have started by waiting for the
completion of a steam generating
plant.

The REA will build a $4,000,000
| power plant at Camden.

‘OPM May Set Up
Bauxite Stock Pile.

Gazett —1—2-1.
| Statehtousee circles 9.8

ard yester-
| day the Office of Production Man-
agement has decided to establish a
‘bauxite stock pile for the benefit of
individual property owners near
the Aluminum Company of Amer-

kilowatts for one string of alumi- !

A P

$21,000,000 alumina plant, to be;
erected one and a half miles north-
east of Bauxite, is in progress. The
150-acre tract has been cleared and
the McGeorge Construction Co. of
Pine Bluff has the contract for clear-
ing, grubbing and excavating.

The W. Horace Williams Construc-
tion Co. of New Orleans has erected
temporary office buildings on the
site and has 20 men employed doing
{detail work. F. A. Bilhart is gen-
leral superintendent. The Williams
Co. has a contract for finished ex-
cavation and building the founda-
tions for the main buildings. The
contract for the erection of the main |
| buildings has not been announced.

A spur track a mile and a half in
length has been built from the
Bauxite & Northern railroad to the
plant site. The Bauxite & North- "
ern is.a short line from the main
line of the Missouri Pacific to the
Republic Mining & Manufacturing
Co. plant. The spur will be used to
haul the ore from the Republic plant
to the new plant when it is complet-

ea.

‘Bauxite Reserves Only
;Enou%h for Six Years.
;Gaze te——l-2-28-41

| _Washington, Dec. 27 (#).—The
| Bureau of Mines estimated today
reserves of bauxite, source of alum-
inum, would be exhausted in the

United States within six years if
foreign imports are stopped and
the present rate of consumption
maintained.

A report from a survey by the
bureau and the Geological Survey
placed commercial bauxite reserves
in this country as roughly 18,000,-
000 tons. It said there are fur-
| ther reserves of 11,000,000 to 14,-
1 000,000 tons of bauxite of a grade
{too low to recover under present
commercial processes.

The report said bauxite require-
ments would reach almost 3.000,-
000 tons annually by July, 1942,
This is four times the 1940 con-
sumption for all purposes.

| erushers and hammer mills.

fore 1855. At that time a French-
man, Henri Sainte-Claire Deville,
exhibited a bar of aluminum at the

| Paris Exposition, Napoleon heard

about the metal and its properties
and gave the backing of his govern-
ment to its development.

g

The metal is light and malleable

and Napoleon was interested in it
because he wanted to speed up his
Army and to do so, he must lighten
its equipment. Armies of the world
today are using aluminum for the

same purpose—to lighten equipment; ell

—and vast amounts are needed by

the United States. That is why the | dissolve

Arkansas plants are being built.
Cost Once Was Prohibitive.
Aluminum used to cost more than

|silver. It cost $545 a pound in 1852.

The Frenchman brought it down to
$34 a pound by 1856. Now, by using
the electrolytic process developed
by Charles Martin H it costs
around 20 cents a pound.

The process to be used in Arkan-
sas to get aluminum out of the
ground is a long one and complicat-
ed, starting, of course, with digging
up the ore.

After the bauxite is mined, it must
{irst be broken up, which is done by
huge crushers, after which it is
sprayed with water to remove the
clay, then drained, then put into

!That is the alumina. Two pounds of

pound of alumina,

The whole thing remains in the |
tanks until the precipitation is com-

leted, after which the aluminum

ydroxide is moved and washed and
heated white hot in large rotating
kilns to drive off the chemically
combined water and to change the
character of the material so it will
not reabsorb moisture from the air.

bauxite must be used fo get one

That is the work that will be done
by the new alumina plant near Bry-
ant. From there, however, the alum-
ina will go to the plant to be con-
structed at Lake Catherine to be
treated and made into aluminum.
Making aluminum out of alumina is
the expensive and complicated part
of the process.

From Powder to Mefal.

Toto he mil
it into e i
magic of electricity will be applied
at the Lake Catherine plant The
metal is produced in furnaces. o
electrical cells, which are rectangm-
lJar in shape and consist of steel
shells lined with carbon. The lining
serves as the cathode and the cur- |
rent is led into each cell h
carbon_anodes suspended from above
the cells on overhead busbars. In
the reduction works now in opera-
tion, there are long rows of these
electrolytic cells, each one being
capable of turning out about 250
pounds of aluminum every day. Of-
f1c1als. of the Aluminum Company of |
America, which has the government
contract to build and operate the
Lake Catherine plant, say the one | .
there will be like this. i

The operation is based on the fact
that alumina, when dissolved in
molten cryolite, can be decomposed
by the passage of an electric current
without change in the solvent. In
actually doing the job, the cryolite
bath is first put into the electrolytie
cell. When it has been fused by
electricity, the alumina is added and
d. When the current hits it,
the alumina is separated into its
component parts of aluminum and
oxygen. The oxygen combines with

the carbon and escapes through ¢
crust of the bath. The ki
drops to the bottom of the

: !
Wwhere it remains as a molten layer.
Much Electricity Required. ¥

That is all there is to it. When

this is done, the metal is run off into

.big butkets and poured into molds

drying kilns to drive off all mois- |

ture. When this is done, the ore is
ready for the first processing—the
one that turns it into alumina.

In Arkansas, a huge plant for
making the alumina will be built to
have a capacity of 1,000,000,000
pounds. In this process the crushed,

washed and dried bauxite from the

mines is further reduced in size in
Finally,
it is ground into a powder, mixed
with a hot solution of sodium hy-
droxide and pumped into pressure
tanks, or digesters. In this opera-
tion, the eaustic soda dissolves the
aluminum hydroxide out of the ore
to form a sodium aluminate solution.
Impurities remain in solid form and
are removed when the solution is
pumped through filters.

Processing

[

Once through the filters, the solu-

}‘i&n goes into precipitating tanks as

h as a five or six story buildi
As it cools, I
crystals

settle out of the solution.

and formed into pigs weighing
about 50 pounds each, mgv

Although it is aluminum by then,
it still has some dross and bath ma-
terials mixed up in it. Consequent-
ly, the t‘gngs have to be remelted
again ¥ remove them, If alloys are
used, the alloying can be done at the
same time the metal is remelted, ,and
the metal is cast into ingot for usg
by industry. :

Four pounds of ore were required
to make the two pounds of alumina
which were necessary for the pro-
duction of one pound of metallic
aluminum. And in the production
of this one pound of aluminum, 12
kilowatt-hours of electricity and
three-fourths of a pound of carbon |
electrode were consumed. "

into account the materials used
the various

in
_processes from the min-
ing of bauxite to the manufacture of
aliminum, Alcoa figures that it
takes nine pounds of raw materials
to make one pound of aluminum,

—



1t Gains
Gazette 1=4-42
- _Operations at the $21,000,000
g;nnhu plant being built between
uxite and Bryant, Saline county,
are expected to be started in June,
F. A. Billhardt of Cleveland, O,
_construction superintendent, said
yesterday.
| The plant, to be operated by the
- Aluminum Company of America,
' will be partly complete when regu-
operations start. A new section
be com each month
after, until full production is
ble on January 1, 1943.
42 ultimate capacity of the
plant will be 1,000,000,000 pounds
annually. It is estimated that 150
truckloads of 10 tons each will be
needed each 24 hours, to keep the
plant operating. Trucks will bring
auxite from “all” mines at Bauxite
‘and in surrounding territory.
g M B said that the first
&fpected mateﬁallbefrom the
: to made in
y will require improved
- roads. Access roads also will be
needed, for the convenience of men
working at the plant, the construc-
tion superintendent said.
Grading Progresses.
~ Grading is approximately 60 per
_cent complete. The Chicago Bridge
‘and Iron Works will start erecting
- some steel next week. A shipment
1 mu will airive a week from
- tom . Concrete work is slightly
“behind schedule, but this can be
' made up, Mr. Billhardt said.
. Railroad tracks are about 50 per
‘cent complete. Materials can be
~moved to most of the locations in
the plant area.
. Approximately 200 persons are
for all contractors engaged
r plant construction.
500 and 600 may be em-
in the next two months, the

inten
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War
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|

W

Now Be Used E

Demoerat . l=l1l=

Bauxite reserves of the
which are in Saline and Pula

‘satisfy war needs “as now envisioned” for 5.8 years “should
‘it become necessary under emergency conditions to prohibit
the Bureau of Mines declared in a report on
“Bauxite Resources of the United States”.

But the Bureau warned—and it is this possibility that
makes some State officials apprehensive lest the war ef-
fort deprive the State of one of its richest natural resources—

‘imports,”

that should the United States
domestic supply of bauxite to
inum industry that at the end
industry must depend entirely
other raw materials, such as

greatly increased costs.”

In any discussion of bauxite re-
lsources of the country, Arkansas
naturally figures more prominently
'than any other section. Of the known
29,028,000 long tons of bauxite, 27,-
254,000 tons are located in the two-
county field centering at Sweet
.Home and Bauxite.

However, not all of the 29-million
tons can be counted on to provide
ore for making alumina to produce
aluminum for planes and other ma-
terial.’Only the Grade A and Grade
B ofes—that is, ores with not less
than-50 per cent alumina content—
can be used under present methods
economically.

Subtracting still further from the
amount of domestic ore that actually

is available to aluminum plants is|
the fact that Grades A and B ores|to contain 100,000 to

Estimated bauxite reserves of
and alumina content:
Grade and Al

ere Cut Off
Estimate Does Not Include
Lower Grades W

conomical]y
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By CLAUD CURLIN.

Lragn
|it is subsequently fdund amenable to

e 1concex‘1tration, or can be used in some
process other than those now in
commercial use, it is doubtful if
|Grade C ore can be considered a
source of metallic metal. This applies
to Grade D ore also.”

-

X

ports

about finding some other basis source
to replace bauxite in the manufacture
of aluminum.

“Although numerous processes for
the wutilization of alunite and clay
‘for aluminum manufacture have been
| suggested, the fact remains that at
present no such process has been
proved commercially successful.”

" “If alunite rock, containing as lit-
| tie as 30 per cent alunife, could be
utilized (which -is doubtful), the
amount available would be 9,434,000
short tons, or 2,800,000 tons of alu-
mina equivalent, equal to 1,400,000
| tons of metal. This would supply na-
! tional needs at the estimated neces-'
sary rate for one year and nine

months.” .
United States, 98 per cent of !

;lmproved Processes Needed.
ski Counties, are sufficient to If this type of rock could be util-

ized commercially, it was said, “it
seems pertinent to assume that with
proper modification the extraction
process used for alunite of that grade
could be used with at least some suc-
cess on Grade C and D bauxite ores,
and thus extend the life of domestic
rasources two to three years more.”

“If processes can be developed
for utilizing alunite and low-grade
bauxite ores as seems possible from
research studies, and an opportunity
is afforded for their commercial
demonstration, possibly such stimulus
may encourage initiation of new
processes or modification of others
whereby clays may eventually be-
come the domestic souree of alumi-
num if foreign supplies are cut off.”

“Metallic aluminum has been made
experimentally in the laboratory
from high-aluminum clays, and it is
reported that such clays have been
utilized in Europe on a minimum pi-
lot-plant scale. P

“However, the utiliZation of clays
in this country heretofore has pre-
sented too many technical and
economic problems to make it a com-
petitor of bauxite as a raw material
for aluminum.

“Furthermore, no intensive survey
|sources of clay technically suitable
has ever peen made of national re-
for aluminum. It is presumed, how-
ever, that ample quantities will be
found to be available if a suitable
coinmercial process can be devel-
oped.”

Large Quantities Imported.

Some of the conclusions reached
by the authors of the reports after
touring the states in which the de-
posits are found were:

1. More than half the domestic
| bauxite is being mined for uses oth-
er than the manufacture of metallic

hich Cannot

have to depend entirely on the
feed the ever-expanding alum-
of the 5.8 years “the aluminum
on foreign bauxite or resort to
alunite or high-grade clays at

them individually,” the Bureau" of
Mines report declared.

In the second mining method, un-
derground shafts are used, resulting
in more selectivity “because the
| high grade ore can be removed and
the low-grade left untouched,” the
report said. "

“However, underground mining|
|results in a higher percentage of
| mining losses because of the neces-
| sity of leaving good ore in the mine
'yoof and as pillars. to support the
‘roof. o

“Where underground mining meth-
ods are used it is not uncommon to
find it necessary to leave from 25
|to as much as 50 per cent in the
{ mine roof. -
“Hence, if an ore body is estlmab_ed
ns of bauxite

|
{

.

United States, by long tons, grade

uminum Content.
50-5

State A 55% C 45-50 D 30-45 Total { P o
TR IR S A g e 9,090,000 8,433,000 7,803,000 1.198,000 27.254,0001‘1‘11“’;\‘;{;1‘;?' ;}1’3 %;::‘u‘f:gt‘fr“; ;‘g%“ba
Alabama SR 16000 79000 33000 230,000 358.000( C MIning > : F g
Coorils 5 237,000 311'000 481'000 1.029 000|sub51d.1ary.of the Aluminum Co. ©

eorgia ..... e w54 s B 00'0 00 " 200 000 '323'000.‘Amer1ca. is by far the largest pro-
Mississippi BN e o 23,000 100, ¢ ¥ | ducer, and all of its production goes
TENNesSee ..ouassesesioecosooc: 36,000 22,000 .zv:.ca- 000! into metallic aluminum, ‘The remain-
Virginia R A weirs 5 3 €57 5 88 GO = v o bot RN 6, 'ing production goes i“'{f e l!;,anu&

T abrasives, chemicals an
Totals ............9343,000 8898000 8439,000 2348000 29,028,000 L ';rgfiumi :

must also supply consumers of
bauxite for other purposes.

Aluminum Use Smallest.

In 1938, 1939 and 1940, 51, 54 and
52 per cent of the domestic produc-
tion went for purposes other than
the manufacture of metallic alumi-
num.

“It is of special interest to note,”
the report ‘declared, “that the use
for abrasive purposes rose from 82,-
000 tons in 1939 to 129,000 tons in
1940, probably reflecting increased
}Jset of abrasives in the defense ef-
ort.

#It is not unlikely that during eon-
tinuation of the defense preparations
the domestic need for bauxite for
purposes other than metallic

.aluminum may reach or exceed 250,-|

000_ long tons annually, most of
which probably will come from do-
mestic mines.”

Aluminum needs, the report said,
will require 2,850,000 long tons of
bauxite annually, making a total de-
mand for all purposes of 3,200,000
long tons.

Another consideration which must
be taken into account in determin-
mg.the amount of bauxite actually
available for all purposes, is ~the
losses in mining.

Some Lost In Mining.

Two methods of mining are used
in Arkansas—and both result in a
loss of the known supply.

One is open-pit mining, done when
the deposit occurs near the surface,
and the loss under this method is
| estimated at 10 to 15 per cent. After
surface coverings are laid back,
huge scrapers or power shovel dig-
gers move in and scoop up thou-

e A S e 2. More than 95 per cent of the
223;.“ ;g&fu: ega;ggg kicloy g%x&%‘:tm?s !i)e)',;domestic output comes from Arkan-
: e SR | sas. ;
open-pit ettiods; but if it 15 Redesl 3. Baunte. lmporied during the
| recovery might not be more than | P2t thrteée‘yle:;rs hag fuf}?allslh%do ;}:

; {raw material for more
%Otzgn;ons WS v 5 low as 50,-| cant of the metallic aluminum made
; {in the country. 2 o
Mining Not Always Feasible. | 4. About four tons of bauxite is
“Although a 'certain deposit of {{_equ%red_to produce one ton of metal-
bauxite with fairly well-defined di- |1i¢ aluminum. . >
mensions may be known to exist, so | Arkansas already is feeling the ef-
that an estimate of its ntents is|fects of the mc;reased_ aluminum
possible, still it may be uneconomi- | program. Production during 1941 was
cal, or even physically impoSsible,lest.lmated by Dr. George C. Bran-
to mine it. iner to total 1,021,433.76 long 't_ons.
“The ingenuity of American min- | MOTre than double the 487,677.31
{ing engineers is well known, and it tons mined in 1940.
may be improper to refer to a de- Dr. Branner also pointed out that
posit as ‘physically impossible to the Office of Production Manage-
| mine.” - \ment was encouraging the mining of
“However, bauxite is a low-price.the Grade B ore, earmarking funds
commodity, a price commonly paidito buy 1,618,000 tons.
| for mined ore being $¢ or less per | .The $22,000,000 alumina plant under
. ton. Therefore, although any de- iconstrucitx%r; nlear Bauxl(tie will tu.she
osit probabl; i | some o e lower grade ore—the
B o o e a‘first time it has been used commer-

price, the cost under some conditions | L 8 ] -
might be far beyond the range of | cially in the production of aluminum.

economy, even at greatly increased
ore prices.

*“In considering reserves, then, it
must be borne in mind that the ton-
nage calculated as in place must be
reduced to account for mining losses
ranging from 10 to possibly 50 per
cent, and further by some unknown
figure to cover these ‘physically un-
iminable’ deposits.”
| Of the total bauxite reserve, only
Inine million tons is Grade A ore—
that is, containing 55 per cent or more
aluminum. Almost all commercial
production in the past has been of
this grade.

There are almost nine million tons
of Grade B ore containing 50 to 55
per cent alumina, which under emer-
 gency conditions may be used for
‘aluminum -after washing or concen-

The report was not at all hopeful |

DU sing agency so thaf
owners of bauxite might sell th
product for use in making alnqa»v‘ (

“But the picture is not too {
zgt," said the governor. “The price

entirely too low and I am doing
all T can to see the independent
owners are protected.” %

He urged the War Depagmqn%
and OPM to locate charcoal and
manganesé plants' in Arkansas.
That subject now is being studied,
he added. :

Rubber Plant Discussed.

The governor said he also had
discussed with the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation the possibility |
of obtaining a synthetic rubber
plant in the state. He was told he
would have to confer with rubber |
| companies who would operate the '
| plants. !
Access roads and other improve-
‘ments at the incendiary bomb
plant at Pine Bluff were urged by
him in a conference with the War
Department’s chemical warfare
service officers. : i

Adkins said he would leave here
this afternoon for Little Rock.

UP PRODUCTION

Explains Duties At
C.of C. Dinner.

Gazette 1-13-42

Appointment of Thomas C. Jones
as regional manager of the Alumi-
num Company of America, to co-
ordinate work of the bauxite mines
at Bauxite, and the alumina and
aluminum plants, now under con-
struction, was announced at the
annual dinner of the Little Rock
Chamber of Commerce at, Hotel
Marion last night.

In an address, Mr. Jones said
his work would be to co-ordinate
the work of the two plants and
the mine “to get out the maximum |
'amount of aluminum in the short-
,est amount of time.”

‘He said his company would con- |
'tribute greatly to the war effort
| since aluminum is used in the man-.
ufacture of airplanes, armor plate,
| fuses and detonators, and many
other war materials.

He predicted the two new plants
would employe between 2,000 and
2,500 workers.  These, with -their
families, will add approximately 8,-
000 or 10,000 persons to the Little
Rock trade area, he said.

Mr. Jones joined Alcga in 1919
after completing 20 months service
in the army, leaving it as a first
lieutenant of artillery. He spent
the next five years in the Produc-
tion and Research departments of

¢
{
i

U.S.to Double

Production

Of Aluminum

1-22-42

-,

Gazette

Washington, Jan. 21 (P).—/
ica’s aluminum output will

|

doubled and the magnesium pro-
duction increased five-fold through
expansion programs under way to
meet the heavy bomber schedule,
the Office for Emergency Mans
agement disclosed today in a sure
vey of natural resources. s
It listed many acute materia
shortariges but declared “The clear
the company and, until a few fxp:‘;ﬁ%a&fﬂ:a° nungxt‘z%“
months ago, was connected with in the world struggle which
the Sales Department. At that 'natura.l resources a major role.
time he was appointed manager of | "y o B Ao ‘;.l le.
the St. Louis (Mo.) office. o production at 600,000,000 pound!‘
He is a native of Delaware, O. (gai4 that hecause of the dent:
and was educated at the Case g, oongtruction of heavy bomber
School of Applied Science in Cleve- which use 30,000 pounds per pl
land, O. He is married and has a | ¢ compared 'with 5,000 pounds
Fy ¥ y &
14-year-old daughter. a fighter, new aluminum plants
Mr. Jones will establish an of- signed to double the out :
4 3 ! put alr
fice in Little Rock. Mrs. Jones | oo being built. 4
|and his daughter will move here. Preducilen of magnesiumi L
Aluminum Monopoly | about 33,000,000 pounds in 1 T
p poty “next year we expect to produce t('w v
In U. S. Denied. | times as much,” the report said.
Gazette—3=15~42 | . A
Washington, Jan. 14 {P).—William A Viad et
Watson Smith, counsel for the Alu- | :
miéxum C(:mpan)‘; of America, d’frx:ied ! i
today assistant Attorney Gen. Thur- ‘ i
man Arnold’s assertion before a con- ar er are
| gressional committee that the com- ° ¢ i
pany lltad exefcisied a 100 per cent -
control over aluminum in this coun- P Pl
= In Power Plan
“It had never had such control” “"Dangemat 1 25=42 :
Smith _told a House Military Sub- pocgipility that the Rural Electri- |
committee before which Arnold ap- go,tion  Administration eventually
peared as part of its inquiry into y6,1q supply the bulk of interim
:p-opex&atfxon of business in the na- jiwer for the Arkansas Aluminum
ion’s defense program. ompany was seen here yesterday
Arnold had mentioned the Alumi- jy p%rsgns who. are thoroughly fa-
num Company to illustrate his ar- mijljar with negotiations which re-
gument that international cartels, sylted in both the REA and the
controlling production of metals, Arkansas Power & Light Co. se-
had placed this country in a disad- curing contracts to furnish the tem-
vantageous position for full utiliza- porary power. )
tion of its productive capacity. " The War Production Board’s or-
“Fxcept during wartimes,” Smith der that the Pensacola Dam on the
| said, “the Aluminum Company, for Grand river in Oklahoma, from
many years past, has encountered which the REA will obtain its pow-
active competition in the United er, be interconnected with private
States market from importations of companies at Riverton, Kan.,
foreign aluminum in the United prompted the observation. i
States.” The Riverton connection was to
“It is hard to please Mr. Arnold,” -;haVe formed one of the major llm}ts
| Smith said in discussing the assis- in the 11-compaxy II;’°WE§ E’?té b5
tant attorney general’s comments gqnmgduby thef th 6586:)0 kilowaltl%s'
on reduced aluminum prices. “If }U'€ eh?’e;};h" o bany Has b
the Aluminum Company increases g?’?,: wt}g‘d s euf mvgpg order. 1
its prices, he criticizes it on the BoE L &
d that it 3 : 35,000 kilowatts which was to have
B e O trang money been delivered by the pool will be
o JEBLe. e company ¢.,nomitted over REA lines through
reduces prices, he criticizes it on ., 55 1ile connection to be built
the ground that it is trying to af- ; \ ‘

fect the result of a lawsuit.” gﬂ}’é‘rgﬁf’m"m’ SN %0 SN PR w
Just what effect, if any, this

New Market
For Bauxite

Likely
. Gazette 1=18«42

Washington, Jan. 17 (). — The
outlook for sale of bauxite by the

change in the power pool's set-up
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~N‘ 1 is the 197-mile transmission
line from Markham’s Ferry, on the
Grand River.in 'Oklahoma, to the
plant site—the line which was the
bone of contention between the Ar-
kansas Power and Light Company
and the governmental agency and
~authority for which was granted by
the State Utilities Commission only
at the request of the War Produc-
tion Board. No. 4 is a line which
would be built by the Arkansas
‘Power and Light and the South-
western Gas and Electric from
Overton, Tex., to the plant site. An
existing line, No. 3, would tie in
power from the Oklahoma Gas and
Electric’s Welletka station. No. 2 is
a proposed extension ' which has
been abandoned by A. P. & L. It
would extend from Little Rock to
| Norfork to connect with other lines
extending to Riverton, Kan. tap-
‘ping a source of 35,000 kilowatts
there. However, the WPB directed
the REA to build the connecting line
 with Riverton, interconnecting with

Pensacola .dam.
Thomas Fitzhugh, attorney for

U.S. Bauxite
Production

Gazette 1=-30~=42
Washington, Jan. 29 ().—United
States 1941 production of bauxite,
the ore from which aluminum is
taken for aircraft manufacture, to-|
taled approximately 899,500 long
' tons, exceeding the previous peak
of the World war year of 1918
by 50 per cent and surpassing 1940
* output by 105 per cent, the Bureau
of Mines reported today.

Bauxite imports during the first
nine months of 1941 totaled 749,264
tons, considerably greater than ever
received during any previous full
'?.2‘-months. Consumption of the ore
‘in this country also broke all rec-
rords, amounting to an estimated
1,700,000 tons compared with 1,-
1 072,000 tons in 1940.

. Of the estimated 1941 bauxite
production, Arkansas contributed
92 per cent and Alabama, Georgia,
and Virginia, the remaining eight
 per cent. The greatest increase in
mine production was in Arkansas

and Alabama. ; .

-

I

- Here are the major fransmission lines—proposed and existing—
which are involved in the question of interim power for the Arkansas
aluminum plant on Lake Catherine.

the Ark-La Co-operative, REA op-
erating unit that will
transmission line, said one of the
terminals would be at Markham'’s
Ferry instead of Pensacola, the ac-
tual dam site, t6 better tie in with
future developments on the Grand
River. A dam will be built at
Markham’s Ferry and Ft. Gibson,
below the line terminus. Mr. Fitz-
hugh pointed out that two 110-kv.
lines already extend from Pensacola
to Ft. Gibson.

The 11-company power pool form-
ed by the A. P. & L. to insure de-
livery of = 65,000 kilowatts to the
aluminum plant had included the
Riverton interconnection as an im-
portant part of the pool. Under
WPB’s order, the REA lines will
transport the 35,000 kilowatts in ad-
dition to the, 32,500 kilowatts for
which it has §contract.

Mr. Fitzhugh ‘said the REA line
from Markham’s Ferry would “be
as straight as it is possible to build
a-line.” The $3,000,000 project will
be completed by June 1, when the
aluminum plant is expected to be-
gin operations.

Aluminum
Production
Reviewed

Gazette 2=1=-42

The first producers of aluminum
had to convince the public of its
many uses because the metal was
too cheap and plentiful to be used
for jewelry, A. P. Allen, director
of construction at the Aluminum
Company of America plant on Lake
Catherine near Malvern, told mem-
bers of the Engineers Club at the
Freiderica hotel yesterday.

“A little over 100 years ago the
king of Siam wore the only known
piece of aluminum on his watch
.chain. The metal was introduced
'in the form of the knives and forks
!at a banquet of kings and queens
| of Europe at Paris in 1870, but
| was only a curiosity 60 years ago,”
' ‘Mr. Allen said.

He explained aluminum is the
third most plentiful element in the
world, following oxygen and sili-
con. Mr. Allen described how
Charles M. Hall solved the problem
of separating aluminum from
alumina, and the early efforts to
produce the metal on a commercial
basis. Mr. Hall and his associates
first produced only 50 pounds of the
| metal daily, he said
l . ,LiI;inAll:lr:p ‘ended

scr .
la.mmmﬁm ‘production with
M miil

] | the Aluminum Company of America,
|Who'is in charge of the aluminum
{plant which is now under construe-'

build the,

: » - greater production than that of any
his talk by d:.t 361
various processes of
YO ! o

” et M

: " gia and
; . go%zcgg;s tes exceeded
e Uni ‘Sia
peaks Before |ievni sies iast year exceede

World War year of 1918 by nearly
50 per cent, and the greatest in-
crease was in Arkansas, the bureau
reported.

. Total output for the nation was
899,500 long tons, as compared with
only 438,913 in 1940. Im

ing the first nine months totaled
748,264 tons, a tonnage considerably
greater than ever received during
any previous full 12-month period.
Last year, imports amounted to 629,-
552 tons. Production and importa-
tions this year are expected to
“greatly surpass” those of 1941, the
bureau said.

Consumption of bauxite last year
also broke all records totaling ap-
proximately 1,700,000 tons, com-
pared with 1,072,000 the year be-
fore. The aluminum industry used
about 70 per cent and the chemical,

En&ineers Clu
‘ AP eP Alclzeg,along-ti?n:]t;giéazl of

tion near Malvern, was the feature
speaker yesterday in a meeting of
the Engineers Club in the Freiderica
Hotel.

Although he confined his address
to the technical side of the refining
lof aluminum, Mr. Allen said after
the meeting adjourned that “satis-
factory progress” was being made in
the construction work. Most of the
| surveying and mapping of the huge
plant site has been completed, he
said, and workmen now are employ-

rts dur-|

ed in two.10-hour shifts in grading
earth on building sites,

The speaker traced briefly the his-
tory of aluminum, declaring that as
|recent as 60 years ago the metal was
a2 laboratory oddity with no prac-
(tical use, since it was difficult to
refine.

Huge amounts of electricity used
in refining aluminum oxide into the
useful product are not needed for
power, but as a chemical reacting
agent, Mr. Allen said. Twelve kilo- |
Iwatt hours of energy are needed to
refine one pound of aluminum.

A joint meeting of the Engineers

abrasive and other industries used
the rest.

Arkansas To
Help Much In

-Arming Nation

Democra Dml=42

Club and the Arkansas Society of .

Pro{egsign%l Engineers will be held |- Wlll Have Two y
. next Saturday in the Freiderica. The 1

club will meet February 28 with the Camps and vaﬂety

Arkansas Engineers Club in the Ho-
tel Marion,

Reynolds Co.,
To Open Own

Bauxite Mines

Officials Decline
To Reveal Extent

i diee:

Of War Industries.

When the Allied nations get
around to taking the initiative
i Axis powers, Arkansas
will have her “compliments” riding |
aboard many an implement of de-|
struction addressed to the enemy.
Early last summer,

£

the nation
awoke to the realization that alu-
minum, vitally needed for the pro-
duction of fighting planes and
bombers, was suddenly scarce. The |
Office of Production Management
announced that an additional 30,-
000,000 pounds of aluminum were
needed annually if the nation was
to increase its output of aircraft.
. Two Aluminum Plants.
- .9412' Soon thereafter, Arkansas was the
ompany soon recipient of $60,000,000 m pew
will start mining bauxite in Saline plants to help produce the precwgs
and Pulaski Counties, but just how metal, because it had the ore, the
extensive its operations will be power and labor available to -carry
comes under the head of “military on this effort without interruption
secrets.” of other industries.

The company, organized in Ar- Already a big bauxite ore produc-
kansas last August, has leased ex-er, Arkansas acquired the alumina
i tensive properties in the two-county plant, to cost 320.090})“). to con-
bauxite field to secure ore for a struct, near the bauxite mines, some
new alumina plant which the com- 20 miles west of Little Rock, near
pany has under construction in Ala- Benton. Then followed the acqui-
bama. sition of the aluminum plant and |

O. C. Schmedeman, manager, said power plant on Lake Catherine, be- |
' °ﬁl rations were about ready to be- tween Hot Springs and Malvern, the
g Py

Further information, however, two having a combined cost of

|
i

[

park at an estimated cost of $1,-
000. The mayor had taken no ac-
tion yesterday. ; =

Mr. Prewitt said his firm
mining

he refused to divulge, declaring that .$33,000,000.
it came under the broad term of A5 more power was needed for |
e ey made tiak el e B e A e
many tracts in the two-county field. Eg‘ﬁegg’sf“;va;’ Ig)lanned for Camden.
As ;hi,[hmse ’;lhe téompany \_::'ias olrgan- It is a Rural Electrification proj-
e Mr. Schmodeman said 3 IoNST ect.and is stll in an indefinie stage.
‘ : 3 ork on the aluminum plants has
| Ll;aienggoductlon of alumina would be 'begun, and by mid-sumtl;l'ler Arkanié
- The government also has announc- sa:)sunwdxsll cl"fe tthuernl.i!ng g - oysands o i
ed it would purchase a large amount fh Bauxite anededel.lkde eth.wBoth 5
of the lower grade ore—the first }1¢ ~=awcle & and |
time it has been used commercially p.n" b are tedgb °°th'“u uA]\mincwd'umi
for the production of alumina. Wil be opetnAm iy e_ﬂ‘ .
Bauxite production last. year Company o erica, with govern
reached a new all-time high of al-ment funds. g
, most 1,000,000 tons—double the pre- _Just how many pounds ef alumi-
vious high of 1918. Mining of th$ |Bum will be jroduced at Lake Cath-
| low i - | erine has become restricted military
er grade for aluminum produc- |€ 2 -
tion is expected to add to the total | information since the outbreak of
production for 1942 |war, but it is definitely known that
The Reynolds company hop&s,;A!‘klnsaS’ contribution in this field |
| through its Arkansas mining proper- | Will be considerable.
ties, to make its Alabama alumina | Big Alumina Capacity.
ﬁleaﬁl; sc%lelcseurflfégent insofar as baux-| mpo alumina plant at Bauxite is
In the past, the only company pro- Teported to have a clpacnym?lf 630,-
ducing bauxite for use in making 003000 pourlxdé dOtTg!e if theuc'on
aluminum was the Republic Mining | WR€R °°e‘gp eﬁ N thm Pl mor.et
and Manufacturing Co, a subsidiary | (H0 o* SUEC00 0000 Dy Zail not
of the Alymipum Co. ¢f Aperios | o 10" the Lake Catherine plant,
but to others g opera y
State Bauxate e
4 About 3,000 men will be employed
. on the Lake Catherine project dur-
P d ctlon ing construction, with 600 employed |
rO u g permanently once the plant gets
into production. i
Good Bauxite Possibilities At
ets hecor -, Sillam Park Seen
Den%gcgv%t Tu&'&;;‘éz Roy Prewitt, lawyer representing
(Democrat Washington Bureau.) |2 firm engaged in making explora-
Washington—Production of baux- thna for possible bauxite de
ite in Arkansas nearly doubled that|said yesterday the Gillam
of 1940 and, as in past years, the|offers “a good possibility for baux-|
state again mined practically all of| jte” f
the bauxite produced in the nation, | mhe City Council authorized
| the Bureaut of Mi_rtleg1 c;a dt;:e Interior Mayor Moyer Monday night to ap-
DeBp:sx:an o r:pge*eies of Yeanvasses | Point a committee to investigate
made for the Office of Production |21 offer by the firm to survey the
| Management, the report shows that
| Arkansas produced 822,600 long tons
of the ore in 1941 as compared with
only 427,532 in 1940. This was a far

t , .
ear. In 1939 the state put ou
rec’,ee%yt:m’. 1938 it mined 293,- |
663 tons and in 1937 the total was

state's 1041 production. reprer]

'

TO GET TEST IN
BAUXITE QUEST

Government "i’ill
Make Survey.

Gazette L2=06=42.
Department of Interior agents

were prepared yesterday to spend

(about $100,000 searching for new

bauxite deposits in a 600-square
mile area extending from Pulaski
to Clark county.

Tests for the ore from which

alummmum is produced for war-
planes will begin in about three
weeks. A magnetic survey of the
area has Jbeen under way several
weeks. A supplementary gravity
survey began yesterday.

Offices have been established by
Mark C. Melamphy of the United
States Bureau of Mines and Dr. G
C. Bryson of the United States
Geological Survey at the Colonial
Courts on West Roosevelt road.

Huge Area South Of
Little Rock to Be Tested.

The area in which tests will be
made begins at Sweet Home, Pu
laski county, and extends south of
Woodson near the corners of Pu-
laski, Grant and Jefferson coun-
ties. The line turns southwest
there and continues through De-
toni, Saline county, Fetner .in
Grant - county and Faber, Hot
Spring county. It touches the tip |
of Clark county and turns north |
about eight miles. Then it returnsq
to Pulaski county along a line]
that includes Friendship and Mal-'
vern in Hot Spring county, Benton
in Saline and Alexander in Pulaski
county.

Mr. Melamphy said tests will be
drilled where bauxite is most
likely to be found. He said indi-
vidual property owners will not
be considered.

“When we find property that ap-
pears suitable, we will A
owner for permission to d
explained. “We will be glad
ceive all information possible from
property owners but we will not
drill at sites just because the own-
ers ask it.”

State Geology Department
Completes Magnetic Survey.

Dr.
geologist, said his department has
completed a magnetic survey of the
area. It showed that the entire
area now under consideration is in
one field, he said.

The gravity survey will show the
presence of granite and its distance
from the surface. From this in-
formation the geologists can judge
the chances of locating bauxite.

1

No Person or Corporation To
Have Special Consideration.

Lease buyers who entered the'

field when negotiations were under
way to obtain an aluminum plant
for Arkansas already are trying to
cash in on the government testing
program. Mr. Melamphy confirmed
a report that representatives of a
mining corporation organized at
Russellville have conferred with

'him about the program.

“We have made it clear,” he said,
“that no person or corporation will
receive consideration until our sur-
veys have indicated the possible
presence of new ‘deposits.”

Dr. Branner cdst doubt on a re-
port that one set of promoters has
obtained a contract to produce a
large amount of bauxite for the
Defense Plant Corporation, for use
when the alumina plant is com-
pleted. ¢

“The Defense Plant Corporation
is interested only in contracts with
the Republic Mining and Manufac-
turing Company, a unit of the
Aluminum Company of America,
and the Reynolds Metals Company
and American Cyanamid Com-
pany,” he said. “They are the
largest companies and are in posi-
tion to fulfill contracts.”

LemHoldqn ers and Landowners

| the War Production Board is p:
George C. Branner, state

sed schedule of prices for

. say that
tion will result in
grades because small
not compete with the

Larger companies
sell bauxite at low

poration, because they
price of finished

- will be produced on
. basis for the go
pendents - Loool, -
New Sources
Chromium,
Gazette—=

By HOWARD W.

New York, Feb. 11 (P).-
American sources of chromius
aluminum were reported
American Institute of
Metallurgical Enginee: ;
are due to American
genius in extracting mets
processes from ores w
ly were worthless.

The chromium method
80,000 tons a year of a m
has been almost entirely i orted.
Chromium is a hardener for
plate and is necessary in stain
steel. R

The new chromium extraction
plies to considerable deposit:
Yellowstone park, in the
region of Montana.

The new sources of aluminum
alunite, with a promise of a
| to the nation's resources a th
'year supply of about ,C
of aluminum. The alunite de
| are at Enumclaw, Wash.;
{Cactus Range and Boyd,
| Beaver and ille, “Ut.; €4
Peak and Democrat Hill, Col.,
possibly at Quartzite, Ari. =

In some of these alunite de;
10 per cent of the mineral has
concentrated enough to make
inum. The other 90 per cent
been beyond reach of economis
methods, and now provides

3.

source.

Bauxite

production schedule is followed.
George C. Branner warned y
day. ;

The state geologist, who re
from Washington yesterday,

paring to call for more bauxite
than originally planned for use
the new Saline county 2
plant because of plans to

“The WPB had a goal of 1§
tons of low grade ore and
tons of high grade ore mﬁq
he said, “The great majo:
this bauxite is 50 per cent or’.w
in grade. 22k

“At this rate of production,
reserves would be depleted
few years. My studies and tho
the United States Bureau
and Office of Production
ment indicate exhaustion
deposits would occur b
and 7.6 years.

“If the government &
increase this production, it
to see the seriousness of the
tion. It's a problem which th
should solve. It may become a
ter of how much bauxite the
will permit to be mined in
Restrictions would require
tive action which might be
form of higher taxes.

“Obviously it is not a
tional or state policy to
' of Arkansas’s bauxite re:
| question is: Can it be. a
! my opinion it would be
| import all ore possible fi
| Guinea and save our supply.
num is the metal of the fuf
we can’t say this will be

war.” ’
Prices Withheld.
Prices which the governme:
pay for Arkansas bauxite h
withheld because producers
Metals Reserve Company,
‘construction Finance
unit, could not agree
Dr. Branner said.




O representative of the Bureau
r Mines is here already to search
or “every ton available for "3eDi? |

and sravi}tg
are being made in Pulaski,
Hot Spring, Grant and

PLANBIG JuMp
 IN OUTPUT OF

More Magnesium

U.S.ALUMINUM

| ore which' will be processed in the
new plants. This includes much
ore rejected at the time the better
grades of ore was removed.

Legislation Fixing Ore
Prices to Be Sought.

The land owners said they would
seek legislation which would fix
ore prices on a scale which would
permit the mining of all ore of
“D” grade or better, with fixed
prices for royalties, mining, and
transportation to the gzovernment
stock piles which are expected to
be near Bauxite.

The mining requirements could
be written into agreements for op-
eration of the new government-
financed reduction plants. The land

owners also will ask additional

Changes Ul‘gEd In-| facilities be installed for the re-
& | duction of low "grade ore by a
Processing.

Rock,

at the state R. F. C. offices. F

OWNERS CLAIM

/

- WASTE OF LOW

process used by other countries
but which has been rejected by

2al, can se them. Baux-

s gri is termined by the

amount of silicon in it. If bauxite

is 50 per cent alumina and 15 per

| cent silicon, only 35 per cant of the

' alumina may be recovered by any
known process.

“Since the same amount of work
is required to extract a smaller
amount of alumina from a low
grade ore as a greater amount
from a high grade one, the amount
of alumina in bauxite over and
above the amount of silicon deter-
mines its value. X

“Under the present price level, it
is possible for mining companies to
show a profit only on the high
grade ores mined. If the price
levels for low grade ores are raised,
much more bauxite will become
available for reduction into alumi-
num.

“The alumina plant, although op-

 of & method of | Will not get the benefits of any
mﬁ‘ﬂmﬂ bauxite development, but the %Yr
something scientists have | production effort will not get the

B 3y
ever since ' another 21-year-old,
Charles Martin Hall, founder of the
Aluminum Company of America,
discovered how to get it from other
minierals 56 years ago.

| Representatives of firms inter-
|ested in aluminum production said
probably only industrial trial could
'show whether a new extraction
process like this was worthwhile,
but any common clay extraction

method, if successful commercially, i

was of great importance.

Globus’ process is basically one
of dissolving the clays with sul-
furic acid and sodium hydroxide,
Electrolysis is used to recover the
acids, and where there happens to |
be a lot of iron in the clay, the elec- !
trolysis serves to separate it from |
the aluminum and recover the iron
as a by-product.

Globus claims he will be able to | &

Alcoa, principal processing agency erated by Alcoa, will purchase Produce 200 to 250 pounds of alumi- |

b { for aluminum in
“a1I1IYY T e

Dauxlte S=10r42 f
More than two-thirds of the
bauxite ore in Saline and Pulaski
county fields is being wasted and

this country.
Larger property owners of the
section said they probably would
begin a concerted move for mining
reforms this week.
T. F. Field of Duluth, Minn., ar-

~ Also Needed.

can be recovered only through a
g change in the mining and reduction
LT f land own-
Ga By o - A system, a large group o ' ;
Z?';tzf i Pre;? ers in the bauxite producing section
.~ Washingon, Feb. 26.—The War | said yesterday.
' Production Board disclosed today| Under the prevailing price scales
| that President Roosevelt’s “blue- for the raw ore, only the highest
:print for victory” calling for pro- grade ore ca.n.be nflined, tll:ey saic:i.
| ducti fightin lanes  Large quantities of ore above an
l;i:c;;‘;: &iullzs’mes:git:egapwso-“below is shifted aside or left in

. | the fields. Some of this ore can be
000,000 expansion of aluminum ca- recovered later, but the cost prob-

rived in Little Rock last week to
establish offices of the Reserve
Metals Company, a government
agency. James R. Evans of Butte,
Mont., arrived here earlier. Both
| are mining engineers. They will
| make a study of the bauxite situa-
tion and report to Washington D. C.

CONGESSIONS IN

pacity and a vast increase in mag-
nesium production.

The government, officials said, is
- taking steps to provide for an an-
| nual aluminum supply approximat-
ing more than 2,500,000,000 pounds
—compared with former, produc-
tion goals approximating 1,700,000,-
000 pounds annually.

Magnesium output, totaling 33,-
000,000 pounds last year, must be
increased to 725,000,000 pounds

next year.
. William L. Batt, WPB materials
director, told a press conference
the new expansion program would
' double again the size of the alumi-
'num industry in 1939. One 64:}‘-
000,000-pound expansion progr:
now is well on the way to com-
pletion. Surveys for power require-
ments and plant sites already are
under way for another 640,000,000
1 ipcrease.

To Require Great Amount
‘Electric Current.
~ Batt said the vast aluminum in-

of non-essential uses of electricity.
The total output of aluminum
now contemplated will be “far be-

ably would be prohibitive.

Under the present rate, only the
ore containing 55 per cent alumnia
and a maximum of seven per cent
silica can be profitably mined in
the Sweet Home fields and shipped
to the new reduction plant at
Bryant. The Sweet Home fields
are said to contain about 25 per
cent of the bauxite ore in the state.

Columnists Warn Of
Aluminum Shortage.

Drew Pearson and Robert S.
Allen, in the Washington Merry- |
Go-Round column appearing in Fri-
day’'s issue of the Gazette, warned
that despite the construction of
many new aluminum plants and |

Gazetie 3=20=42
huge quantities of low grade ore,‘

| Price concessions that would per-
e may find ourselves faced mit independent owners of bauxite
with another aluminum shortage— | deposits in Pulaski county to sell
chiefly because in setting up the |gpe profitably to the government’s
new plants, we followed the mon-

opoly ideas of the Aluminum Com- b.xg alumina plant at .Bauxxte. Saf-
pany of America.” line county, were believed immi-
The columnists said that for | nent yesterday..

many years the company had  Governor Adkins announced after
melted its ore with caustic soda ac- & conference with two officials of
cording to the Bayer process. This |the Aluminum Company of America
system requires high grade ore, |that the company belleves‘spec.xal
most of which has been imported. | consideration” shou]d'be given in-
Germany, France and Russia have fl;pendentd "Ape':w't";e eI? tit::e Sv::::
used a lime soda process and have beocl::seanot sgffe:-enu liDn fraeight
been able to use the low grade ores charges to the plant.

which abound in 'their countries, as | The Aluminum company, owners
well as the United Sta?s, they | of large deposits surrounding the
pointed out. Bauxite plant, will build and operate
the alumina plant for the Defense

BAUXITE PRICES
EXPECTED SOON

Low Grade Ore To
Benefit.

Maximum Price Received

bauxite from anyone who mines it
and brings it to the plant, whether
a billion-dollar corporation or a
small farmer. However, the price
at which Alcoa buys it will be
guided by the ore-s grade and gov-
ernment price levels.”

| Conference Arranged
| With Metals Agent.

!

| The governor has arranged a con-
ference for tomorrow to discuss the
problem with DeWitt Smith of
Washington, representative of the
Metals Reserve Corporation.

Two other representatives of the
DPC already are making a study
of low grade ores and bauxite
prices in the Pulaski-Saline areas.

| They are T. F. Field, consultant,
' who is surveying the economic pos-
sibilities for small producers of high
and low grade bauxite, and James
R. Evans, mining engineer who is

num from one ton of usable clay.
A ton of bauxite, the standard
source, yields about half a ton of
aluminum. Globus claims his proc- |
ess will produce aluminum oxide at |
a cost of between one and two cents |
a pound, a figure comparing well |
with other processes.

Arkansas Bauxite

‘Shipped to Alabama.

Gazett -

Bauxitet mined from AT ar%s%s de-
posits by the Reynolds Ore Com-
pany will be shipped to the alu-
minum reduction plant of the Rey-
nolds Metals Company at Shef-
field, Ala., where it will be turned
into metal, offic’als of thé com-
pany said yesterday. 4

Active mining of domestic bauxite
has been started by the Reynolds
Ore Company, a subsidiary of the
Reynolds Metals Company, in the
| Sweet Home fields.

studying the purchase and stock pil- Original ship-

benefit of the maximum amount of
available ore,” the report said.

éStocks of Waste Ore
May Be Processed.

Speaking of the Aluminum Com-
pany, the report said “They have
been furnished money to build an
alumina and an aluminum plant
near the field. They will lease and
operate these plants and will be
paid by the government for pro-
| cessing the bauxite through its
| every stage into aluminum. » = =
' they actually could give their ore
to the government and still make
money. They can now actually get
paid for processing their large
stock piles of waste ore that has
been discarded as waste for years,
even though it is of the very lowest
rade. Further, it will place them
in an advantageous position to push
a program to acquire control of the
bauxite reserves by being able to
-offer higher prices for the acreage
|in fee than can others. Since they
are now facing stiff competition in
the processing - field, it might be
worth something to them to control
the domestic bauxite at its source,”

The report dedied that the Alu-
minum Company had an actual
monopoly- on the bauxite reserves
in the state. It said that by controll-
ing the bauxite and aluminum ma’r-
ket, the company has been able to
force the landowners to hold and
pay taxes on his ore until such time
as the company was ready to take
it at its own price.

Excellent contracts with the OPM
has placed the concern in a posi-
tion to acquire at bargain prices,
major ore bodies that are now in
| independent hands, the report
charged. 3

Subsidy Suggested .

¥

i . . .
ing of the ore. | ments of bauxite for the Reynolds ‘,For St"p Mmmg. :

plant came from The Netherlands, |
East Indies, and was transported |
inte ing | More than 8,000 miles. During the |
plant in. operabion st prcun past fall, the Reynolds Gompany
th o : 'made contracts for bauxite from
at an “adjustment of prices in be-i Surinam, Netherlands colony in
half of smaller producers” should c t i ) \y
be made. entral America.

Using bauxite from domestic
Report Finds Need sources will release badly needed
For Premium Price.

shipping. The Reynolds company
A report prepared for the gover-

was the second concern in the
United States to start production

nor on Pulaski county bauxite

|showed most of the ore body lies

of virgin aluminum. Their plants
on the east side of Fourche moun- tion basis, officials here said.

are operating on a capacity produe-
tain. A large deposit Is found on L R ’l :
thi thwest side of th: ntain.
Mﬁcslguofw:lie moreeoliese :ilgxlllg aﬁ?e Ower al i
Rates Asked
‘ L
On Bauxite

county road between Sweet Home
Bm22md 2
e ———————

. Governor Adkins said Mr. Smith|
informed him the government is;

and ‘the Arch street pike, the re-
Gazette

port said. |
The governor’s report, based on|
Lower freight rates on movement
of bauxite from Sweet Home to the

a reported price schedule whichi

has never been published, indica.tedl
alumina plant in Saline county apd
the establishment of a bauxite

that independent operators would

lose from 25 to 63 cents a ton on

ore mined at Sweet Home and

shipped to the stock pile at Bauxite

unless price concessions were made.
“Aluminum needed for the war

effort is at a premium,” the report

said. “Yet, ]under the tentative
rice e im- p 2

;)os:ibl :c:ldﬁ::;e 12‘;‘;70_‘;:‘%*5; :;ll?ejStOCk pile in Pulaski cot(llnt_y were

Sweet Home areal that had an| ta;lr\ac;c;ted by Governor Adkins yes

The’ report suggested that “some
subsidy for strip mining be placed
into effect” to enable producers to
make available all usable ore. From
35 to 50 per cent more ore can be
obtained by strip mining, the re-
port said. The Aluminum Company
has been strip mining its large de-
posits near the site of the alumina
plant site for more than a year, the
report said.

Copies of “the report, together
with charts and maps were for-
warded to members of the Arkan-
sas congressional delegation in

' Washington.

Mine Owners
Seek Low Rate
On Bauxite

emocrat J3=22«42

Adjustment of freight rates asone
method of bringing about a price
concession that would permit inde-
pendent owners of Bauxite in Pulas-
ki and Saline Counties to sell ore
profitably at the government’s alu-
mina plant at Bauxite was suggestad
by Governor Adkins yesterday fol-

yond the reach of anything the

Plant Corporation.. Pulaski county  8lumina content . of less than 50|
!— Axis powers, together with all the

v | lowing a conference with DeWitt
'independents had expressed fear per cent and a silica content of

i i W
SO SvstheE Saoaanad. iy pre Smith, Washington, a representative

lems, which are worrying inde-

Said to Be $4.50 a Ton.

|

' occupied countries, can ever con-

template,” Batt said. though the market quotations for

The Aluminum Company of | the high grade ore is about $8.50 a
Amex_'ice. wi_ll carry the burden of [ton, the maximum they have been
aluminum Ingot production under | gple to obtain is $4.50, delivered to
the expansion program, Batt said, 'the requction plant. Of this
but contracts will be spread among amount, the overall mining ex-
various aluminum fabricators. pense is $2.

Aluminum productions in this |jandowner a royalty of from 35
country last year ‘totaled 615,000,- | cents to $1 a ton. Transportation
000 pounds. This year, output is ex- costs from the mine to the rail-
pected to exceed  1,000,000.000 road averages 40 cents a ton. The
pounds. Canadian imports amount- Missouri Pacific Lines has a fixed
ing to 250,000,000 pounds this year, | price of $1.30 a ton for transport-
will be increased to 450,000,000 next  ing the ore from Sweet Home to
year under government commit-|the Bryant reduction plant. This
ments already negotiated. includes a 65-cents a ton switching

2 % fee, paid to the Bauxite and North-
Magnesium Expansion To

[ 3 ern Railroad, owned by the Alumi-
Depend on New Deposits.

num Company of America.
Aluminum ore prices are near an
Under the new plans, the pres-| ;i tine jow. The land owners
::t mg&?‘oo'l?l?g;;:;nd wirﬁmgl;l:s“il:‘ claimed the current prices paid to
crewasmed 325,000,000 pounds a year, the Aluminum Company of America
and will depend heavily upen new-
ly developed production processes
and rich magnesium deposits dis-
covered in western Michigan. Six
companies already have contracted
to build magnesium plants with a
_aggregate capacity of 175,000,000
_pounds annually, Batt ~ said.

Mining Engineer
To Study Bauxite.

Small miners charged that al-

|

at ship side in Dutch Guiana, is
above the price the small mining
companies are receiving for the ore
in Arkansas.

97 Pct. of Bauixte In
U. S. in Arkansas.

According to a survey completed
by J. R. Thoenen for the United

: e Z] mer, the Arkansas fields contain
GJ%SE{E Evans, a ,8;',%2 engi- | 27,254,000 tons of bauxite ore above
neer of the Metals Reserve ‘Cor-"! “D” grade. This represents 97 per
%poittion of the Reconstruction Fi- cent of the pption’s domestic de-
nance Corporation, has been as- posits. Of this amount, only 9,900,-
signed to duty here in connection 000 tons is classed as “A” grade or

They must pay the |

by the Reynolds Metals Corporation |

-| States Bureau of Mines last sum-

'that a reported price schedule f. 0. more than 11 per cent, although it
b. the stock pile at the plant would is contemplated that even lower
prohibit them from selling low grade Ei‘:dfs will be usable at the new
i nt.
. preniaaly. . “Only the low grade ore located
near the alumina plant can be
mined profitably. Since more of
the large ore bodies near the plant
|are owned by the Aluminum Com-
pany of America they (the com-
pany) alone will profit from the

!Price Discourages
‘Low Grade Mining.

Thomas C. Jones, regional man-
ager of the Aluminum Company of
America, who conferred with the £ 4
governor, said a complaint of land- | Processing of low grade ore.
owners, published in Sunday’s Ga- c
zette, that more than two-thirds of L(?w Grade Bauxite
the bauxite in Saline and Pulaski Might Be Ruined.
counties is being wasted probably ,
|is correct’ but he denied that the _The report, which the governor
| waste resulted from an inability Said contained “something to think

to reduce the ore to metallic alum- about,” said that unless the inde- |

inum.

price for low grade ores which, he duce royalties and the state will
| said, had been fixed by the federal lise severance taxes while “the
| government at too low a figure to United States loses forever large
! make its mining economically feasi- deposits of usable ore.
| ble. It contended that independents
} A Washington Merry-Go-Round Would be forced to mine only the
| column written by Drew Pearson high grade ore and leave the low
| and Robert S. Allen and published 8rade bauxite “to be ruined by cave-
i in the March 13 edition of the Ga- ins and contaminations with sillic-
| zette charged the waste of low €ous materials.”
grade ores would result because the _The report suggested a govern-
(aluming and aluminum plants be- mentysubsidy for strip-mining of
| ing built near Bauxite and Lake low grade bauxite “to make avail-
' Catherine would not handle them. able all, ore which is usable and
“Every single fact in this article thereby not only speed up our alum-
incorrect,” Mr. Jones charged. inum production effort but protect
3 . natural resources from enormous
Alumina Plant Can

wax*ai ge.” It said that in strip
; : mining

| Process All Grades. mining, 35 to 50 per cent more ore
“At the suggestion of Alcoa, ety ;

can be produced.
which is building both plants, the

alumina plant was designed to proc- :A[u mi‘im_F l‘om-Ch'y o

i
‘18

" et

'pendent operators are .given con- |
The waste is resulting from the Sideration land owners must re-

instead of underground

SRy,
ik the.

The agency is charged |

the vicinity , 2**
. sites for( g,

' ing” the old mines in
of the new reduction unit

G Vit b L e brought te it, regard- 4! ®1 ,

with a survey of bauxite deposits better. ;a::iany. o : : g : ‘ .

in Saline, Pulaski and Grant coun-  The Republic Mining and Manu- | 1esS of its grade. Aiter the bauxite P rocess RGPoft‘d o
lt?ei.f ﬁer C. officials announced facturing Company has been “scrap- |1 converted into ik it B R

| on whi
utside that smnll area, not only,

pendent operators, with DeWitt
Smith, representative of the Metals

Reserve Corporation, and T. F.
Field, consultant for the same de-
fense agency.

Mr. Adkins also said he is dis-
satisfied with the revorted schedule
of prices to be paid for bauxite
delivered to the alumina plant.

“I can’t understand why the price
of a precious defense ore like
| bauxite should be less than that of
| coal,” he said. “I don’t want to
| say anything detrimental to our
! coal producers, but the comparison
is all wrong.”

It was learned that the alumina
project will be named the Hurri-
cane Creek plant. Hurricane creek
flows adjacent to the plant site be-
tween Bauxite and Bryant.

Mining of Low Grade
Ore Said Restricted.

Charges that excessive freight
rates and monopolistic practices by
the Aluminum Company of Ameri-
ca have created a situation in
which only the low grade ore lo-
cated near the Hurricane Creek
alumina plant cou'd be mined
profitably, were contained in a re-
port to the governor by Roy
| Prewitt, Little Rock lawyer.

The plant will be equipped to
handle low grade ores, but the price
schedu'les now in effect will make
mining of these low grades pro-
hibitive,

“Since more of the large ore
bodies near this plant are owned
by the Aluminum Company of

| The producers who own the land
ch there are ore deposits

America they alone will profit from

the processing of low grade ore. min

of the Metals Reserve Corporation.

The conference between the giv-
ernor and the government officias
grew out of recent complaints of ::g
dependent operators that a pr ;
price schedule announced by ths
government for ore which it is stock-
piling for the new plant was not/
high enough to permit the operators
to make a profit. ‘

A revision of the schedule had
been sought. :

Freight rates on the bauxite ore
from the two-county field to the|
stockpile at the plant vary from 65
cents to $1.30 a ton. The figuras
were contained in a report which
wasksubmitted to the governor last
week.

The Rock Island Lines rate is .728
cents a ton from its point of loading
near the Arch Street Pike and the
Bauxite and Northern and the Mis-
;o%x(‘)i Pacific each have a rate of

Rates Compared. :
“For the purpose of comparison,
the Missouri Pacific and the Baux-
ite and Northern have a rate of 50
cents a ton over the same route on
sand, gravel, crushed rock and other
freight of a similar nature, and the
Rock Island has a rate of 35 cents a
ton for the same distance,” the re:!
port said. #48
Informed persons said that in
computing the freight rates, an ar-
bitrary value of $8 a ton was fixed
on bauxite. At the same time, a
value of $2.75 a ton is used in as-
sessing the state’s 2.7 per cent sev-

erance tax.
D

The proposed government :’é‘
imr e
nt” for

'schedule will make it ir
| “from a practical standpo
ore in the Sweet Home area to be
mined unless “royalties to land-
- owners arer,gmxmd tmiat

o

B
§ :




ence »ﬂ!‘.‘m I :
gﬁh was “thinking along - lines
“which had been previously suggest-
ed”; that is, some action to increase
the producers difference between
cost and price. Foid I
Mr. Smith, who left Little Rock
| immediately after seeing the gover-|
nor for an inspection trip of the
| bauxite field, was not available for |
' comment. ‘ |
' Also Interested in Manganese. A%
He plans to spend two days in the
state. [
Governor Adkins said Mr. Smith
 was interested in manganese and
other strategic minerals. )
The report which was handed to |
the governor declared that the pro-
posed price schedule would make
the mining of lower grade ores un-
profitable and ultimately would re-
sult in the loss of about 35 per cent
of the 27,254,000 tons of the ore in
the state.
“As the situation now stands, only
the low grade ores located near the

ably," the report said. “Since more
of the large ore bodies near this
plant are owned by the Aluminum
Company of America (which will
operate the alumina plant and a
1 $33,000,000 plant) they alone will
' profit from the processing of low
grade ore. ., .”

The report also urged that the
| government subsidize strip mining
operations, by which from 35 to 50!
‘per cent more ore can be mined
from a deposit. This operation is!
| more expensive than shaft mining. !

New Plant To

Use Arkansas

Bauxite
Gazette 3=-26-42

resentative Sanders (Dem., La.)

duction officials today work would
be started soon on an alumina plant
at Baton Rouge, La., costing in ex-
cess of $15,000,000. 4

Sanders said the plant would be
constructed and operated for the
Reconstruction Finance Corpofa-
‘| tion’s Defense Plant Corporation by

the Aluminum Company of Ameri-
ca which is building a similar
for the government in Arkansglsali.lrt
connection with an aluminum plant
atAIiakq Catherine, Ark.

umina is a powdered substan:

from which aluminum is massm'ce

The representative said the plant
would “utilize bauxite from Arkan-
sas as well as ore from Central and
sS&:tl; ;\mera:la. Baton Rouge wag

cted as the site b

log:ation. e because of ity
- “The importance of this lant for
Batop Rouge can not he gver-em-
phasized because of other indws-

tries it will inevitab] i
Sanders said, o T

“The Aluminu
rush constructio
sible since prio
erything necessary to complete it
have been granted.”

U. S. May Take
Confederate
Home Bauxite

Déemocra 29=-42

Just what will be done about the
291,461 tons of “economically mine-

m Company will
n as rapidly as pos-

able” bauxite which is located on |

property of the Arkansas Confeder-
ate Home ,Sweet Home, remaines =
mystery yesterday.

Mrs, John Lofton, Little Rock; a
member of the Honorary _Bo_ard
which supervised the institution,
said that the question of what ta
do with the large bauxite deposit
“hasn’t been raised” since a proposal
for the state to sell it was with-
drawn about three years ago after
severe criticism.

Mrs. Lofton, however, expressed
the opinion that the governmentA
would, when the need arose, make |
arrangements to take over the stra-
tegic mineral.

Production of bauxite has been |

eatly increased in recent months.

e alumina plant which the gov-
ernment is building at Bryant will
use Arkansas ore. - "

the mineable bauxi
othfhe state-owned property, 179,910
‘tons are of 55 per cent or more of
alumina content, 76,100 tons con-
tains from 50 to 54.9 per cent alum-
ina and 35,451 tons 45 to 49.9 alum-
ina, The remainder has an alumméa
content of from 35'”"’?5:& c:;;.
At the present time the popu‘a-

, of the home ‘Of this num-
bor Bhiy i ime

e located

alumina plant can be mined profit-|

said he was assured by war pro-

rity ratings on ev-

—

, 'the remainder being
of veterans.

' [duction Board's plans for a goal of| -

PRODUCTION
BAUXITE ORE TO

~ BE SPEEDED UP

Acceleration Plan-
ned in Arkansas.
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|  Washington, March 31 (®2).—The
| government is proceeding with
| plans for a possible increase in
production of high-grade bauxite
in Arkansas to 2,000,000 long tons
per year, and for stockpiling any
excess of current production over
! consumption. :

Charles B. Henderson, president

of the Metals Reserve Company,
set up by Jesse Jones to deal with
domestic production ‘of strategic|
uation in a report now being stud-
ied by the chief of the Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation.

American Cyanamid and Chemical;
Corporation and with Reynolds|
Mining Company for production of
| annum, respectively, of low-grade
| bauxite in Arkansas, Henderson re-
| ported,

materials, discussed the bauxite sit-

|

Contracts have been made with

1 540,000 and 300,000 long tons per
}Republic Mining To

Washington, March 25 (). —Rep- Increase Production.

“Republic Mining and Manufac-
turing Company, a subsidiary of

Aluminum Company of America is |

I

proceeding with stripping opera-
tions preliminary to increased pro-
duction,” the report said, “and with
several small producers will supply
the balance of approximately 840.-
000 long tons per annum required
for the 1,000,000,000-pound alumina
plant now under construction in
Arkansas.

“Plans are proceeding for pos-
sible increase in production of high-
grade bauxite in Arkansas to 2,000,-
000 long tons per annum, and for
stockpiling any excess of current
production over consumption.

“The above program represents a
total increase of approximately 200
per cent over 1941 domestic produc-
tion of bauxite, and is scheduled to
keep pace with inereasing require-
ments for aluminum.

. “In addition, our engineers are
making studies on the ground in

sible. emergency production from
Arkansas far in excess of the above
program.”

Manganese Plant At
Batesville Mentioned.

i The port mentioned arrange-
ments previously reported under
way for construction of a manga-
nese concentrating plant of from
300 to 500 tons daily capacity in the
vicinity of Batesville, Ark.
“Arrangements have been made
to pay a premium of 2 3-4 cents per

| pound on uver-quota production of

lead, for a period of 2 1-2 years
from February 1, 1942,” Henderson
said. “Substantial stimulation of
small mine production may be ex-
pected to result from the premium
| price of 9.25 cents per pound, which
| is in excess of the highest average
price level for lead in 50 years.”

He said expansion of domestic
zine facilities had been effected by
‘the Metals Reserve Company
through contracts for purchase of
production or through agreements
to make necessary concentrate pro-
ductions available on projects of
American Smelting and Refining
Company, American Zine, Lead and
Smelting Company, Anaconda Cop-
per Mining Company and United
Zinc Smelting Company, in Texas,/
Missouri, Montana and West Vir-
ginia, L

Agents in Arkansas

Unwilling to Comment

Arkansas representatives of af-
fected companies declined comment
last night on the Metals Reserve
Company’s announcement of a pos-
sible increase in production of 2,-
000,000 tons of high grade bauxite
ore in Arkansas. Acting State Ge-
ologist Richard J. Anderson was
unavailable.

. However, it previously had been
estimated by fo

.

er if the War

1

10F\|

Arkansas in connection with pos- |

Bauxite Area

rmer state Geologist |

1,615,000 tons of low grade ore and
909,000 tons of high grade ore an-
nually were carried out, the Arkan-
sas  deposits would be exhausted
\within a few years.

| Production of bauxite ore in Ar-
' kansas has averaged around 400-
1000 tons annually in the past. Of
the approximately 37,023,000 tons of

- Will Ship Flue 3
The fluorspar will be shi
from mines in Kentucky and other
states.
be used at the Jones mill plant =
‘near Malvern and other aluminum
plants to extract aluminum from
alumina. When mixed with alu-
mina and electrolyzed, cryolite

“known” bauxite reserves in Ar-
kansas, 10,890,000 has alumina con-
tent of 55 per cent or more and 8-
711,000 tons, 50 to 54.99 per cent, it
has been estimated. An estimated
17,422,000 tons has an alumina con-
tent of 45 to 49.99 per cent. The
estimated 18,511,000 tons of “un-
known” bauxite includes all three of
those classes.

There are three major producers
of Bauxite ore in Arkansas, the Re-
public Mining and Manufacturing
Company, a subsidiary of the Alum-
inum Company of America: the
American Cyanamid and Chemical
Corporation and the Reynolds
Metals Corporation.

Officials of the companies said
they had not been notified of the
new contracts announced by the
Metals Reserve Company, set up by
the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration to increase the domestic
production of strategic metals.

Reynolds Co.

Aluminum
Output Up
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New York, April 6 (&).—Because
of the war effort, the president of
the Reynolds Metals Company. to-
day said the organization’s present
expanded capacity for aluminum
alloy production now exceeds the
nation’s total output in 1939.
~_R. S. Reynolds, executive of the
company which has 30 separate
manufacturing units in 18 cities in
13 states, said in his annual report
to the stockholders:

“The company’s operations are
fast becoming integrated to the
point where the successive stages
of production, from the mining of

i

|

combines with oxygen, depositing |
aluminum metal. l
When Governor Adkins learned ‘
a synthetic plant would have to
be built somewhere to meet” mill |
requirements, he persuaded thé De-
fense Plant Corporation to place
it in Arkansas. The new unit,
like the alumina and aluminum
plants, will be built and operated
for the DPC by the Aluminum |

Company of America. Its poweﬂ
requirement is relatively small. g

$4.000.000

Addition To

Alumina Plant

Democrat 4-19-42

A $4,000,000 addition will be built
to the Hurricane Creek Alumina
Plant, now under construction near
Bauxite, to make synthetic cryolite,
an essential material in the manufac-
ture of: aluminum, Governor Ad-
kins said yesterday he had been
“unofficially advised.”

Cryolite, which formerly was
found only in Greenland, is used as
a catalyst in the reduction of alumina
to aluminum, A process for making
a synthetic material from sodium
carbonate, fluorites and bauxite was
developed two years ago by the
Aluminum Company of America,
{ which will operate the government-
owned Hurricane Creek plant and
| the Lake Catherine aluminum plant.
. The addition is expected to be in
operation soon after the alumina
plant is completed. Between 175 and
200 persons, in addition to the 1,000
to be employed in the alumina plant,
will be given jobs.

Cryolite is used as an electrolite
in manufacturing aluminum. It is
mixed with the alumina, placed in
large pots and subjected to electric
currents. The aluminum which re-
sults settles to the bottom of the
pots and the waste materials rises to

bauxite to the fabrication of alu-
minum products, will enable the
company to supply the much need-
ed material for additional thou-
sands of military planes.

“In this great emergency we face
the future with confidence. We not
‘ on_ly have our own domestic bauxite
| mines, but we also have favorable
| contracts for foreign bauxite in the
| Western hemisphere.”

Mr. Reynolds reported the com-
pany’s 1941 net income was $2,-
[ 867,674, equal, after preferred divi-
| dends, to $2.53 a common share,
| compared with 1940 net profit of
| $2,428,277, or $2.10 a share.

'Report Withheld On
Arkansas Production.

| The Reynolds Metals Company
did not enter the Arkansas bauxite
fields until 1940. It has obtained
several mining properties in Saline
and Pulaski counties. Mining op-
erations have not been started by
| the concern. Officials said they
were not permitted to diselose lo-
cathn of their properties, or pro-
duction capacities of their facilities.
Whether metals will be processed
{10, reduction plants ‘under con-
stx:uction in the Bauxite area or
shlpped to the firm’s principal re-
duction plant at Sheffield, Ala.,
| was not disclosed.

$4,000,000
Plant For

Gazette 4-19-42

A $4.000,000 addition to the alu-
mina plant near Bauxite will be
constructed to produce synthetic
cryolite, a substance necessary in
extraction of aluminum, Governor
Adkins said he was informed un-
officially yesterday. Work will be-
gin at once and should be com-
pleted this summer, permitting
early production of aluminum
needed for construction of war-
planes.

electrolite plant. Cryolite in its

natural mineral form was imported

from Greenland until two or three |

ears ago when f:ﬁientista learned
o :

|

!which will be called an “electrolite

'plant,” will start immediately and

The new unit will be called an

the top.

The Aluminum Company has been
manufacturing cryolite at an East
St. Louis plant for two years. :

Before the new process was dis- |
covered, it was necessary to import'
the fluoride from Gi:-nland. Z&

New Plant |
To Be Built

Near Bauxite

!
Cazette 4-22-42 |

Washington, April 21 (#).—Rep-
resentative Norrell (Dem., Ark.) |
announced today the Aluminum!
Branch of the War Production
Board had advised him a plant |
costing in excess of $5,000,000 would
be built near Bauxite, in Saline
county, Arkansas, for the manu-
facture of synthetic ecryolite and
aluminum fluoride, need for proc-|
essing of aluminum. ; |

Mr. Norrell said the officials had
decided to locate the new plant,
which would employ 150 people,
near the alumina plant in Saline
county, operated in conjunction
with the big aluminum plant at
Lake Catherine. He said the new
plant, like the aluminum and alu-
mina plants, will be operated for
the Defense Plant Corporation by
the Aluminum Company of Ameri-
ca. Construction will require more
than 1,000 workers, he said.

Cryolite Unit Expected to Be

o B3y Thiy Summero

Construction of the eryolite unit,

will be completed in the summer,
informed sources have said. The
new unit will be built near the Hur-
ricane Creek alumina plant.

It will use flourspar from mines
in Kentucky and other states, The
cryolite will be used at the Jones
mill plant near Malvern and other
aluminum plants in the United
States. The plant’s electric power
requirement will be relatively

smi

The resultant cryolite will |
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Washington, April 29 (2 .—Tests
drilling for deposits of bauxite, the
chief ore of aluminum, are being
resumed in Saline and Pulaski
counties, Arkansas, Director R. R.
Sayers of the Mines Bureau re-!
ported today.

The director said the exploratory
work was being carried on in an
area of 250 square miles between
Little Rock and Benton, to de-
termine the location, size and na-

ture of hitherto unknown bauxite
deposits and th

This shows a test drilling rig in operation on a tract of land ;
on the Sweet Home-Arch Street pike cut-off yesterday, to determin
the size and quality of bauxite deposits in the area. =

e quality of the ore.

HUNTING FOR BAUXI

Many private
making tests in
county region.

been made in Gr:
in the mining region
ed the grade ore
mined at a profit

—Gazette Staff Photo.

DELICATE MACHINERY

SPOTS DEPOSITS OF™
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VALUABLE MINERALSi

. Exploration parties of the United the network of measurements

States Bureau of Mines and the
United States Geological Survey |
have started test drillings for de-
posits of bauxite over a large area
in central Arkansas to determine
the location, nature and size of the

deposits and the quality of the ore.

The survey is being conducted in
a 250-square mile area in Saline
and Pulaski countries, between Lit-
tle Rock and Benton. The investi-
gators expect to launch a new proj-
ect to extend from Benton to Arka-

delphia when the work in the Lit- |

tle Rock-Benton area is completed.

The test drillings are made in
sections where extensive investiga-
tions with highly technical instru-
ments by experts from both serv-
ices indicate the presence of baux-
ite ore. Locations of the drillings
in the Little Rock-Benton area are

| based upon investigations which

have been in progress since De-
cember, 1941. The Bureau of Mines
contracted for geophysical work
with companies specializing in
scientific prospecting, and the
Geological Survey is conducting
geological studies.
Wide Area Covered.

Governor Adkins, who
1y annotmcgﬂd‘htbﬁw

Hundreds of observations were
fhade with the delicate instruments

| ment

- throughout the territo‘l;f.. These
observations were carefully plotted
on a large map and studied in
detail before dec ' the locations
for test drilling. To get a perspec-
tive view of

“_m\ut[
be extended beyond the area fn
which the interest is centered. For
the bauxite study,
woremadeu%um 1
, Lonoke 2 il
Conway: feh

4

Because granite, or ‘
usually is associated with by
in that region is more stic
and more dense than the
ing or underlying rocks, two dif-
ferent methods were employed in
the geophysical work. One meéthod
measured the magnetic properties
of the rocks, and another method
computed the density of the strﬁtl.}

I;lelicate Instruments Used. H

The chief instrument in this type
of work is the magnetic
tion, called a magnetometer, which,
when mounted in its working posi~
tion on a tripod resembles a sur-
veyor’s transit. The instrument is
easily disturbed by the presence
of even small bits of iron or steel.
Operators do not have knives or

steel belt ngckleg,,thilo_g_n%
The operators must make the ;

servations away from fences, pipes
and power lines.

The gravity meter is used in
measuring the density of the rock.
It is so sensitive that it can record
units so infinitesimal as one 300,~
000,000 (three hundred millionth)
part of an ounce. It is larger and
heavier than the magnetometer and
requires the most careful ha 2
and protection. i )

The temperature of th




‘the car.

are equipped with blinds
¥ out sunlight. The unit is
' suspended by a spring cradle in

. When operating on a highway,
the unit is not removed from the

L %

PiletoBe
Considered

! SGt'oclt

a

aze mizg_ﬁ!i?"

Governor Adkins’ effort to ob-
tain a stock pile for bauxite ore at
Sweet Home may be successful
tomorrow.

He said he has scheduled a con-
ference with James Evans of the

Metals Reserve, Division of the

&

4 Waahington,‘zzug. 12} (®).—Dr. J.

Kielstra, governor of Dutch
' Guiana, said today after a confer-
ence with President Roosevelt, that
he hoped “that a way may be
found that shipments of bauxite
from Surinam to this country may
be safe against submarines.” Baux-

vehicle. A hole in the automobile
permits the observer to drop a
cially designed tripod through
hole, mount the instrument on
it, and take the reading. To trans-
ort the instrument across fields
and wooded sections, it is carried in |
a special device on a man’s back,
‘or swung between poles like a
stretcher.
- Pencil Lead Recorded. ;
To demonstrate the sensitivity of
the instrument, the operators placed
a paper upon the unit's measuring
ystem and the instrument balanced.
The operator removed the paper and
wrote the word “Smith” on the
per with a pencil. He failed to
(dot the “i.” The amount of lead
used in writing the word “Smith”
 placed the instrument out of bal- |
ance. It was removed again and
the dot placed over the “i.” Ad-
lition of the dot caused an addi-
nal deflection.
When these observations are com-
: the test drilling crews begin
r work. This unit consists of

two large trucks, one with a der-
rick, and the other hauling a 500-
gallon water tank. The derrick
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The Metals Reserve Division of
the Defense Plant Corporation
agreed yesterday to reopen the
question of establishing a stock pile

/| for bauxite ore near Sweet Home.

Reply to a telegram sent by Gov-
ernor Adkins, Director H. DeWitt
Smith of the division said:

“We have requested Field, and
Evans [representatives assigned to
Arkansas about six months agol to
give immediate consideration to
your view that a bauxite stock pile
should be established in the vicinity
of Sweet Home or near the Rock
Island Lines shops in the suburb of
Little Rock. We will advise you fur-
ther at the earliest opportunity.”

A new angle to the problem was
presented yesterday when the state
Highway Department announced
that the Sweet Home-Arch Street
pike cut-off cannot be repaired
with blacktop or other bituminous
product after July 22, under a new
federal regulation restricting use of
the material,

ite is needed to make aluminum for
airplanes and other war products.
Dr. Kielstra hinted at the possi-
bility of using armed convoys to
assure a steady flow of bauxite.

Defense Plant Corporation, who
has been stationed in Arkansas
on a special assignment for six or
eight mont}lls.R SR o
serve Division ha €
g fx?pirt:nt role in the de- The president today also talked
velopment of bauxite deposits in With R. J. Tawney, British econo-
Pulaski and Saline counties. The  mist, who said they discussed Brit-
Defense Plant Corporation will be|ish labor and other economic prob-
the purchasing agency for bauxite lems.
to be used in its new alumina
plant in Saline county.

—————

The governor, assisted by an-
gressman David D. Terry of Lit-
tle Rock, has urged the establish-
ment of the Sweet Home stock
pile for several months on the
ground that most of/Pulaski coun-
ty’s bauxite is found on that side
>f Granite mountain.

supports a small core-drilling unit.

pipes, forcing th
: 'pea;:e. These sg

~ A base price of $4 per long dry
ton of bauxite ore at the Hurricane
| Creek alumina plant of Ward’s

ur, for material analyzing 50
r cent alumina and 13 per cent
was fixed by the Metals re-
e Division of the Reconstruc-
Finance Corporation yester-

-

two schedules for milling ores
ye been set up which “apparent-
~ to small and large
ucers alike, and we anticipate
t so-called small producers in
1943 may well produce mor. bauxite
than the entire 1941 production of
the state.”
In computing the prices to be
%ﬁd for other grades of ores at
‘the Hurricane Creek plant, the fed-
eral agency will deduct 14 cents
per ton for each per cent of alum-
less than 50 per cent and 43
s for each per cent of silica
above 13 per cent. A credit of 14
cents will be allowed for each per
‘cent of alumina above 50 per cent
‘and 20 cents for each per cent of
silica less than 13.

Deductions Cited
'On Pulaski Ore.

ton will prevail. Deductions of
cents for each per cent of alum:
less than 50 per cent and of 2
for each per cent of silic:
ove 13 per cent will be made
ly, credits of 10 an
‘20 cents for each per cent will b
‘offered for ‘ore containing mor
alumina than 50 per cent and les
silica than 13 per cent.

No ore will be purchased whe
‘the available alumina is less tha
32 per cent.

Governor Adkins said he had n¢
‘had time to check the schedules bt
‘_eomme’nted that they “seem lo

me.’

:‘%endent Miner
ays Price ‘Very Fair.’

_A. Dulin, president of the D
Xite

ater is. forced through the drill
shavings to the !
avings are wash-
and inspected by geologists, who
remain with the unit. /If the shav-
ings indicate strata of the type they
‘are seeking, a core-drilling is made,
the core inspected for more de-
d information. From the core,
geologists can obtain a defi-'
e idea about the type of deposit.
¥ L]

For Pulaski county ore, f. o. b,
Ward’s spur, the base price of $4

| Metals Reserve Division to es-
| tablish a stock pile at Sweet Home

BAUXITE MINING
DUE FOR SPURT,
OPERATORS S

Gratified by Order

Of WPB.

|
|

Action of the War Production
Board in placing production of
high-grade bauxite under complete

Decision On -
Stock Pile
Awaited
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Probable location of a bauxite
stock pile in the Sweet Home area
was being studied yesterday by of-
ficials of the Defense Plant Cor-
poration as the problem faced by
producers in that district became

allocation control will mean in-
creased activity in the Pulaski and
Saline county fields and reopening
many abandoned mines in the area,
operators predicted yesterday.

Under the restrictions expected
under the new order, bauxite con-
taining less than 15 per cent silica
will be used primarily for manu-
facture of aviation gasoline, abra-
sives and aluminum. Producers of
many other bauxite products, in-
cluding chemicals, will be forced to
obtain alumina from low-grade ore.

The change, is expected to place
a new value on the low-grade ore,
much of which has been passed up
in the Arkansas fields after the
higher grades were extracted. In-
dependent operators have said that
they were unable to mine the lower
grade ore at a profit.

Large Quantities Of
Low Grade Ore Available.

Veteran bauxite miners sav that
large quantities of low-grade ore
could be recovered from mines
abandoned after removal of the
high grades. This ore could be ex-
tracted by a simple scraping proc-
ess which already has been started
by the Republic Mining and Man-
ufacturing Company on most of its
Saline county properties

The new order is expected to in-
crease-basic prices of bauxite and

to cause establishment of addition-
al stock piles in the center of the
producing areas to facilitate ship-
ment of larger quantities to out- |
of-state processing plants.

The Republic Mining and Manu-
facturing Company and the Metals
Reserve Corporation to be operated
by the Aluminum Company of
America in Arkansas will continue

to process high-grade ore. Products

more acute.

Supt. Harvey Brown of the coun-
ty. Road and Bridge Department
announced that the cut-off road
between Sweet Home and the stock
pile on the Arch Street pike will be
closed today to trucks hauling more
than three yards of ore, with a
gross weight of more than 12,000
pounds.

Trucks loaded with five yards of
ore, with gross weight of about 20,-
000 pounds, will be routed from
Sweet Home to Little Rock, west on
Roosevelt road to Arch street and
south on U. S. Highway 167 to
the stock pile at Ward’s spur.

State Highway Director W. W.
Mitchell said trucks equipped with
proper tires would be permitted to
haul the heavier loads over Roose-
velt road and Highway 167. The
gross weight limit is 40,000 pounds,
he said.

Stock Pile Decision
Expected Soon.

Mr. Mitchell said he conferred
this week with a representative of
the Metals Reserve Division of the
Defense Plant Corporation con-
cerning the proposed stock pile at
Sweet Home.

James Evans, field agent of the
Metals Reserve Division, has been
studying the proposal several days.
Governor Adkins and Congress-
man David D. Terry of Little Rock
announced Saturday they had urged
Director H. DeWitt Smith of the

Rate Expert T. E. Wood of the
Arkansas Corporation Commission
indicated that the Defense Plant
Corporation, purchasers of the
bauxite to be processed at the Sa-|

of these plants will go into alumi-
num production. :
Average ore shipped to these re-
duction plants contains about 55
per cent alumina with about seven
per cent silica, A large amount of
ore from the Sweet Home fields
has been shipped to out-of-state
processing plants for manufacture
of abrasives and chemicals. Several
Sweet Home operators recently
signed contracts to deliver large
quantities of ore for these purposes.
Abrasives are listed near the top
of the critical list. Large quantities
are needed in manufacture of air-
planes and other war essentials.

Two-Thirds of Ore Said
To Have Been Wasted.

Bauxite operators have charged
that more than two-thirds of the
bauxite ore in Saline and Pulaski
counties is wasted under the cur-
rent systems of mining and redue-
tion. They believe that the new or-
der will end this waste.

A recent survey by the United
States Bureau of Mines showed
that Arkansas fields contained 27,-
254,000 tons of Class D bauxite or
better. This represents 97 per cent
of the nation’s domestic supply. O_f
this amount, only 9,900,000 tons is
classed as A grade or better. Until
recently only A grade ore was proc-
essed in the Arkansas reduction
plants,

FirstAluminum
Plant Umit__
Ready to Go

Lake Catherine Pro-
duction Starts This
Week, Says Norrell.

.| Island Lines, Mr. Wood said.

line county alumina plant, could| Washington (#)—Construction of
file an application for a one-line the huge governmen?; " aluminum
freight rate on the Missouri Pacific plant near Lake (}ath‘erlng, Ark., has
Lines from Sweet Home to the progressed so rapidly during the last
alumina plant. The present two- [few weeks that the Defense Plant

line rate, including switching [Corporation expected the first unit
charged by the Bauxite and North- rs@rt‘productmn this week, Rep-
resentative Norrell (D., Ark.) said.

ern railroad, is double that of the

ofieline tariff filed by the Rock ja orr Sit SOKE St WESEEVISIN HE Sor

ferred  with interested government
officials and representatives of the

| or Biddle Shops at the outskirts
ol Little’ Roclesne b o :

[amainum Company of America,
which will operate the plant for the.
government, after receiving informa-
tié)n some delays might be expect-
ed. v ¥ !

The: construction of a companion
alumina plant in Saline County has
been delayed in all about 30 days,
Norrell said he was advised, because
of slow delivery of steel “and the
fact the while the Arkansas Power
& Light Co. had the necessary ma-
terials available for construction of
a transmission line, it, of course, had
to secure in the usual way, the pri-
ority ratings necessary to construct
the line.”

Saline Plant in August.

When the alumina plant (alumina
is a powdered substance taken from
bauxite from which the aluminum is
processed) was projected it was esti-
mated it would start operating and
and producing this month.

“I am advised that the plant will
be practically in full operation in
August,” the Monticello congressman
declared. : ey

“With

Upens Huge
Bauxite Mart
17,000,000 Tons Of
Once Worthless Ore

- Now Will Be Mined.
Plans for the mining and reduc-
jon of 17,354,000 fons of once value-|
less bauxite in Saline and Pulaski
counties are being completed this
month by miners who heretofore

found low grade production impos-
sible because of a lack of a profit-

| will produce ahead

able market.

Under the recent order of the War
Production Board, issued for the
purpose of conserving high grade
bauxite for specific war require-
ments, many industries will have to
obtain their alumina from the low
grade product heretofore consider-
ed valueless. I

Under the new order bauxite con-
taining 15 per cent silica, or less,

must be used for the production o

aluminum, abrasives and aviation
gasoline. Producers of other bauxite
products must secure their require-|
ments from lower grade bauxite.

Discarded in Past,

In the past, miners say, it has been
necessary to abandon mines when
the grade started running above 3
certain per cent silica. This mineral

mains.

the recent WPB order
strip processes can be invoked
bring forth the 17,000,000 tons on

sand.
The influence of the market on

been established. Miners,
profit, are preparing to resume op-
erations on many abandoned prop-
erties,

Acting State Geologist J. Ander-
son said today the state has 27,254,
000 tons of bauxite of Grade D or
better.
tions as follows:

better, 9,090,000 tons. :
Grade B—50 to 55
na, 8,443,000 tons.
Grade C—45 to 50 per cent, 7,803,
000 tons. 4
Grade D—30 to 45 per cent, 1,91*,2
000 tons. o
Lowest Grades Needed. |

!

has received even all of the Class-L

needs.

He said more than 95 per cent
| the nations domestic supply of ba
ite must come from the Arkan
field. !

Miners, however, i
the largest operating companies ¢
the world located at Bauxite refu
ed to give any figures on either pr
duction or market at present. “Th
will have to work itself out,” on
official said. But he added, “We ar

ing to lose money on it under the
' present program.” ;

l low grades and that we are not go War effort.

(Continued From Page 1.)
weeks but 1 am advised that the
work has progressed to such an ex-
tent . that three weeks of this lost
time has been recovered and that
actually now the unit is ‘but about
three weeks behind schedule.

Norrell said he was told the second
unit, scheduled to start July 18,
would be completed only about two
weeks behind dsclhedule.

Ahead of Schedule.
“The third unit was scheduled to

commence production in October, but
of schedule,
starting some time in September,”
Norrell added. “The last unit, orgin-
ally scheduled to commence pro-
duction on December 5, will be ahead
of schedulé, and when the units are
averaged up, I am advised that actual
production from the plant will be én
schedued time.” g 3
The congressman said both ‘the
alumina and the aluminum plants,
as well as the power plant at- Jones
Mill, near Lake Catherine,
been inspected during the

Board, the Defense Plant Corporation
and the Bureau of the Budget.
“They were all very complimen-
tary of the Aluminum Company, the
construction officials and the work-
ers,” Norrell said. .
“They are highly pleased with the
progress that has been made—in fact

have |:
last |
two weeks by the War Production |,

Washington, July 13 (Z).—Repre-
sentative Norrell (Dem., Ark.) s:
he was advised today the War Pro-
duction Board was recommending
an expansion of the Defense Plant
Corporation’s alumina plant in .
line county, Arkansas, to cost
the neighborhood of $12,000,000. |

Alumina is the powdered sub-
stance, processed from bauxite,
from which the government will
manufacture aluminum at anothe:
plant which Norrell said would be
in operation soon at nearby Li

was left in the mines where it reJ Catherine, Ark.
Norrell conferred with officials
On a rising market resulting from of the Aluminum Section of WP
scrape and today and was told of the recom-
‘meéndations they were making for
: changes in the Saline county plant
considered of less value than clay o1 that would permit a maximum util-
| ization of bauxite. b
] “I don’t have all of the details |
the low grade bauxite has already for publication,” Norrell said, “but
been felt, and paying prices havemuch of the money will involve in-

bauxite.”

A

this has constituted a tremendous

constriietion  joh——tha lnvoact oseos
e Rl it

Arkansas and prob:

o )
prtievl largest in the Unite

bly one of the
Stale® 1 to think that all the unit
o feoara1 amalusis, 'will be produc
mgou SERe PEINE e Py
certainly shows that not only AR
Aluminum _Comp;aenyz‘bahr;gl ag:eo!ggg
struction companies, buf ;
‘ vho actually work hav
-~ men who actually did the w ot
b : a8

e A

The addition, he said,
the plant an annual capacity of 1,- |

ifica- 370,000,000 pounds of alumina, suf-|.
He separated the classifica. f clent to provide 650, ;

Grade A—55 per cent alumina o1 0f aluminum.

PLANT FAVOR
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WPB for Enlargir
~ Capacity.

- feeling stallation of additional machinery
assured they will be able to show a o, processing of the bauxite into

lumina, permitting a more thor-
“ugh use of even the lowest-grade |

‘would g,i';n'ﬁ
000,000 poun

per cent 2lumi 300 Million Pounds
o1 Al_umim-lnvolvyd,

R

3
§

The expansion announced } .

certain we are going to have to min of the most valuable asse

: . Representative Norrell will mes |
Mr. Anderson said that according < s :
: n increase in production of’ 30t
to a Bureau of Mines statement he¢ 000,000 pounds of alumina annt
bauxite mined will be marketabl¢ly, officials of the plant said las.
and is wanted for war industria Dight. The original capacity of the
,plant was 1,000,000,000 pounds a
) year. i
Aluminum Company of America |
officials declared the' stepped-u
.| production‘ will be a help to the
company in reaching its production
quota of 2,100,000 pounds of al
mina per year. They said that tl
additions would 'mean an increase
in employment in Arkansas and
would make the state’s plants on

ts in the

B

G
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~ FROM KANSAS CLAY

{ " (Wide World News Service.

| they have found a cheap new way
| of producing aluminum.

If large scale production develops
as successfully as laboratory tests
on the campus, Dr. R. €. Moore, di-
| rector of the Kansas Geological
Survey, predicts the door will be
opened to many new processors who
have been unable to compete with
|| the established method of getting
'| the precious metal from bauxite.
The new process uses clay from
‘| Kansas deposits containing quanti-
| ties so large they never have been
measured but which Dr. Moore
estimates at tens of millions of
tons. The amount of high grade
bauxite ore in the United States
has been estimated as sufficient for
only a few years of production, and
about 50 per cent of the nation’s
needs .1re imported.
~ Its scarcity is the reason sci-
entists have been developing ieasi-
ble methods for extracting alumi-
num from the many clays which
contain it in smaller quantities.

Keep Costs Low.

Dr. Moore credits the research of
E. D. hinney for developing the
new process of getting aluminum
from clay. He is a mining and
‘|'metallurgical engineer at the Uni-
versity of Kansas and metallurgist
for the Kansas Geological Survey.
Collaborating with him were Nor-
man Plummer and John Romary,
ceramists of the survey, and Ray
Thompson, chemist. They worked
out ¢ method which Dr. Moore de-

P —
8

)
Lawrence, Kan., July 15.—Univer-
sity of Kansas scientists believe

scribes as relatively low in cost and
simple in operation.

Details cannot be disclosed, but
the materials they mixed with the
abundant Kansas clay are plentiful
and cheap. The mixture is heated
until a cinder is formed containing
a soluble aluminate and this solu-
ble chemical is removed merely by
application of hot water.

Laboratory tests have shown 70
per cent of the alumina in the clay
can be recovered in this way. Still
more may be obtained by further
leaching with a caustic alkali, but
this added step makes the process
more expensive.

Use Present Method.

« Alumina is a combination of alu-
minum and oxygen. Once it is ob-
tained, the method of getting alu-
minum in its metallic form is the
same as used in extracting alumi-
num from bauxite—by an electro-
lytic process.

Although exact figures cannot be
determined without large -scale
production, scientists say their tests
indicate costs under the Kinney
process compare favorably with
the costs of present production
methods using bauxite.

Adding to the promise of the new
development is the discovery- by
Plummer of a simple way to con-
centrate the alumina-rich part of
Kansas clays.

Dr. Moore estimates a plant to
produce 20 tons of alumina a day
could be built for $150,000 and a
pilot plant to get the process
adapted to large-scale production
would cost only $10,000.

‘:\)‘,,‘_

.

Bauxite Ore
Survey Data
Now Available

Jemocrat

Information concerning the pros-
pect drilling completed and being
done by the U. S, Bureau of Mines,
in bauxite and ofher war neecessary
mineral areas, may now be obtain-
ed by bonafide operating companies
who are prepared ‘to start mining!
operations, J. R. Thoenen, district

!

PROGESSING OF
POORER BAUXITE
ANDCLAY URGED

New Refining Plan
Recommended.

 OUT ALUMINOM
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Initial Shipment

This Week.

By CLOVIS COPELAND.
(Staff Correspondent of the Gazette.)
Malvern, Aug. 4—The first ship-

ment of aluminum ingots from the
huge Jones Mills Works on the
banks of Lake Catherine will be on
its way to become a part of an
army fighting plane before the end
of the week, Congressman W. F.
Norrell of Monticello said follow-
ing an inspection of the huge
aluminu mindustry in Saline and
Hot Spring counties today.

By the time this plant gets into
full: operation, it will be turning

| out enough aluminum for 35 fight-

ing planes each day, while the Hur-
ricane Creek alumina. plant will
produce enough alumina for five
times as many planes. The Jones
Mills Works will process about one-
fifth of the Hurricane Creek plant’'s
output when both plants get into
full production. The other four-
fifths will go te reduction plants in
the Middle West and East.

Production at both plants repre-
sents only a small part of their
eventual capacity, but it represents
a bitter fight against heavy odds
for thousands of workmen who
have transformed cars of steel, con-
crete, machinery and a 1,000-acre
tract into the largest alumina proc-
essing plant in the world, and one
of the largest aluminum ingot units
in the United States.

The plants are being construct-
ed and will be operated by the
Aluminum Company of America,
for the United States government.
The completed units will represept
an expenditure in excess of $71,-
000,000. Construction started about
seven months ago.

‘Arkansans Quickly
Become Skilled Workers.

“These plants are a tribute to Ar-

|

ngineer, announced yesterday.

~Loeation of sewly discovered ore

badies, as to their location on town-
ship plats, wiil be divulged to land-
holders and prospective mine oper-
ators, Engineer Thoenen stated.

Proper precautions, however, will

be taken to avoid the exposure of
facts to any “in-between” investors
or “fly-by-night” speculators who
!(?igﬁt, instead of speeding the pro-
U

du -~ ores, seek to capitalize en a
102 by investment only, f
0 desire to give this informa-
tion the proper people who will
utih. i {0 the advantage of the
natic. it wiis war effort, and not to

:gcr’ators,” said Mr. Thoenen. “For f

s reason landholders and mine op-
era’ s, or those in a position to en-
‘er letixtujnate mining field will
» _en the information.”

“au ‘*he.case of the bauxite, the
'at. will show the holes drilled and
ocher they were reporteq blank
whether they contained bauxite,
o1 o1 as to the amount and
de {he ore will be withheld
on’idential between the Bureau
- a.necs end the landholder. P

. “This special dispensation is made
for the purpose of speeding, and not
delaying the mining of bauxite ore,
and other war requirements,” Mr.
Thoenen emphasized. “Heretofore
the burea: has maintained secrecy
“sith reg=+d fo ore locations to pro-
cct the ‘andholders. Now the bu-
.2au fee it is time to expose such
informa : to the proper parties
which wii increase .and speed ore
uroduction for war needs.. .

“It is ..cil at this time to ‘warn

idholders to avoid the tying up

< ‘their iands under lease, or oth-
=rwise, * - speculators who may hold
it out oroduction indefinitely,”
the en, cer stated. “We need pro-
duction and the landholder needs his

gxcome. There will be efforts to|
e up the lands by some speculat- |

ors. This should be avoided. Specu-
lators are ‘after profit for = them-
~selves only and are interested in

§ (By the Associated Press.)

| Washington, Aug. 2.—The Ad-
visory Committee on Metals and
Minerals of the National Academy
of Scientists recommended to the
War Production Board today that

aluminum is made—be produced
| from low-grade bauxite and clay,
under a new refining process. The
low grade bauxite and clay have
‘never been used in production of
|aluminum metal.

The new process would enable
|alumina plants to mix a substantial
| quantity of clay with high grade
|bauxite, conserving limited domestic
'bauxite , supplies.

Reporting on results of a year’s
istudy of possible new sources of
alumina, the committee disclosed
that the new process would permit
treatment of “red mud” left over
after alumina had heen removed
from high grade bauxite. “Substan-
tial amounts” of additional alumina
can be obtained, the report said.
The refining process also can be
used to extract alumina from low
grade bauxite.

iU-Boats Threaten to Cut
Off Dutch Guiana Source.

. WPB officials said the report
was highly important because the
major source of high grade baux-
. te is from an overseas source,
Dutch Guiana. Arkansas is the
principal source of the domestie
jupply. Officials said increasing
submarine warfare represented 3
gerious threat to the continued flow
of materials from Dutch Guiana.
' The committee report urged con-
'tinuation and expansion of cur-
rent pilot plant operations in vari-
ous sections of the country, such as
those being operated by the Bureau

‘making morsy ‘through resales
M A el

AR T

of Mines and by Kalunite Incor-
pgrated, in Utah. -

0 Phadad A g |
% of Detixitel O other wamprie la umina—raw material from which

kansas workmen,” said Congress-
man Norrell. He explained that
most of the econstruction workers
are Arkansans as will be most of
the operators.

An investigation by Mr. Norrell
showed that the aluminum company
had sent about 200 key men to Ar-
kansas to train operators who pre-
| viously had been engaged in a

| score of various occupations.
| Harry Slagle, superintendent of
lthe Jones Mills Works pointed with
pride to a young man handling a
highly technieal job connected with
the lining of the cooking pots with
carbon and fire bricks.
| “When I first came here, that
boy was washing and greasing my
car,” Mr. Slagle told the congress-
man. “He and the others certain-
ly are taking a great interest in
their jobs.”

About 2,600 men have been em-
ployed on the construction projects
and about 2,500 will be needed for
operation, r. Norrell revealed.
Total expenditures by the alum-
inum industry in Arkansas may ex-
ceed the pay roll of any other single
industry, he said.

Party Inspects H_uge
]Stripping Operations.

Mr. Norrell, accompanied by
Thomas C. Jones of Little Rock,
in charge of Arkansas operations
for the Aluminum Company of
America; Raymond Stephenson,
Monticello business man and friend
of the congressman; Mr. Slagle,
John W. Lewellen, acting superin-
tendent of the Republic Mining and
Manufacturing Company and 1 He
Crudden, superintendent of the
Hurricane Creek plant, made a
' tour of most of the bauxite opera-
' tions in the two counties. ;

They viewed the huge stripping
operations where Mr. Norrell was
told that one concern was remov-
ing more than 1,000,000 cubic yards
of earth a month, more than was

moved by all Arkansas operators in

a year before the war. There are

many pits, some 100 feet deep and
Lcovering many acres. :
| Most of the raw ore in t
tion is being sh to the

Hur-

m‘ﬁ]‘;: i

units near L

plafit- is expected t'o‘rqheve a se-
Tious” housing shortage in that sec-
tion. Oi;}iy farm houses have been
available to construction workers.

There will be 425 demountable
houses, which will have one, two
or three bedrooms, a kitchen and
living room. There will be 150
“war apartments” for workers and
their wives, and 300 dormltorigs
for men only. Dormitories will
have four rooms, with two men to
a room. ol

Housing is under consttuchgn.m
two projects known as Pine
Haven” for white workers and
“Woodlands” for Negroes. Each
project will have a recreation ha!l,
administration building, cafeteria
and athletic field. :

The influx of workers will re-
quire the addition of 13 teachers
and additional rooms to the schopl
at Bauxite. School officials said
they probably would be forced to
| hold two sessions of school daily,
| from 7 a. m. to 12, and 1 p. m.
to 6. .

Only 75 housing units have been
lamthorized for the Jones Mills
| Works. This includes 25 staff
| houses and 50 parracks buildings.

s A e A s s S SR D s
(Continued on Page 18, 6th Qol.)‘

NEW PLANT IS
READY TO TURN

OUT ALUMINUM

(Continued from Page 1.)

sought.

Making of Aluminum
A Complicated Process.

'ed, screened
to the ore
where impurities are removed.

This is done by a chemical proc-
ess. Under the Bayer process used
at the plant, the aluminum oxid:
is re-precipitated as aluminum hy-
drate and calcined to form pure

,aluminum oxide. i
The bauxite ore is ground into

fine powder and stirred into a

sodium - hydroxide solution.

are present in t_he
These impurities

by the filter

cipitating tanks.

separates as
The aluminum

hydroxide t
ing the hydroxide white hot
massive, rotating

aluminum oxide, or alumnia.

Plant Will Have More
Than 20 Miles of Pipe.

The Hurricane
have more than
through which

operations. The mixing tanks look
water tanks. They are
feet high and 60 feet
The reduction tanks are
slightly smaller but are about five
times as tall and are covered with a

like giant
about 30
across.

funnel-shaped top, which has

Additional housing units are being

The reduction plant on Hurricane
creek has all the -processes of the
plant which has been used by the
Republic Mining and Manufactur-
ing Company since 1909, with the
addition of a cryolite plant author-
ized recently. At the alumnia plant,
the raw ore will be crushed, wash-
and dried, then sent
purification section

hot
The
caustic soda dissolves the aluminuxp
oxide out of the ore to form alumi-
nate, but has little effect on the

oxides of the other elements which
ore as impurities.
which have not
bheen dissolved, will be eliminatgd
presses and the fil-
trate is pumped into gigantic pre-

By constantly agitating the §olu-
tion in these tanks, the aluminum
is separated from the aluminum
hydroxide, just as salt which has
been placed in solution in hot water
the solution is cooled.
hydroxide then W}ll
be removed to thickening taqks in
which any caustic remaining in the
is washed out. By heat-

brick-lined kilns
to drive out all chemically com-
bined water, it is converted into

creek plant will
20 miles of pipe
the solution of baux-
ite and chemicals passes during the

}

gher Rating
For Postoffice
For Postoffice

' R K
. Bauxite, ;established as a company
town by the Republic Mining and
 Manufattiring, Co., will become a
“first class’ post office to serve both
the Hurricane Creek Alumina Plant

:‘,t}'e,-. ‘Jones Mills Aluminum
> P -
firmation of this has been re-

ﬂf ‘W. Lewellen, acting su-

t: for Republic. he
pawill be a new classification
g it :»ggzi third class where
‘ e’ assigned for, many
vears. The'present increase in mail,|
during the construction jobs on the
two plants, was sufficient to merit
to change of classification. i
Heretofore mail has been routed

through another’ post office where
it was sorted. Under the changed'
program it will be sacked intransit
and a special mail truck will pick it
up and take it direct to Bauxite.

a large mixing ladle from
is cast into “pigs.” 5 .
| 'The cryolite bath is not
the decomposition of the a
by the electric current.
is added from time to ﬁ,.
the process continuous.
One unit of the Lake .
plant will be a unit for the m:
facture of carbon electro
coke. About three-fourt
pound of carbon electrod
sumed in the production
pound of aluminum. £
Cells will be housed in
crete and steel structures,
appear to be more than
long. The ore will be drop
the units from the top, by
a gigantic conveyor sy
transports the %ﬂa
road cars. o
The permanent power p
the Jones Mills Works w
cated about a mile from J
immediately below Remmel dan
Lake Catherine. This unit.
uled for completion late in 19:
use sour gas from the

small opening through which the
solution enters. s
The super-structure for the kilns
resembles the framework of a long
concrete and steel bridge. The solu-
tion must be forced through most
of the processes with huge pumps.
The machine shop at the Hurri-
cane creek plant is an enormous
building a block long and a quar-
ter-block wide, but is dwarfed by
‘| the structures which will house the
reduction tanks. A building which
I houses the stock pile of ore will
make all the other units appear
small, the congressman said.
However, it will not be necessary
to house the entire stock pile. Mr.
Norrell pointed out that the ore
would suffer no serious damage if
it was left in the open, but would
absorb some moisture, which would
require additional processing to re-
move.

Mills Works Performs
A Complicated Operation.

The Jones Mills Works performs

a more complicated operation re- kansas fields, to
quiring a large amount of elec- %""Clt)'-
tricity. It requires about two |
pounds of alumina to produce one ‘
pound of aluminum. About 12 kilo- ¢ y 1ot
watts of electricity is consumed in urning powe : ! se
the manufacture of one pound of units will be used upon ¢ letion’
aluminum from the alumina stage. of the plant, along with Nw
This would keep a 40-watt light 'tained frem apnvgtglit:‘ _ -
burning for 12 1-2 days. I EA

The g.Iones Mills %Vorks at its Grand River darfi :
peak is expected to use more elep-
tricity than all domestic users in
Arkansas combined. The works in-
cludes a large number of electronic
cells in which the alumina will be
reduced to aluminum. Cells are rec-
tangular in shape and consist of
steel shells lined with a.s_ultable
refactory material. Inner linings of
carbon serve as cathodes. while the
current is led into the cells by car-
bon anodes suspended from over-
head busbars. ; ]
These cells are complicated units,
which have the appearance of saw
mill boiler and a washing machine,
but much larger. . -
The cryolite-bath material fxrs_,t‘
is induced into the cell. When it
has been fused by the electric cur-
rent, the alumina is added and as
the current is passed, the alumina,
which has been dissolved into the
cryolite, is broken down into its
component parts of aluminum ar}d
oxygen. The oxygen hbergted in
the reaction combines with the
carbon of the anodes. Resulting |
carbon monoxide and carbon diox-
ide escape through the crust at the
top of the cell where the carbon 3
monoxide burns. The molten alum-

inum is deposited at the carbon

bottom of the cell. About every two

days, the cells will be tapped into

e

a

er pool and the

in

a

is sec- .
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