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+ Faulkner county history.

Now the Good Daughters lMay Have to
Move Marker to "Official" State
Center
Democrat 4-14-36

The Arkansas Society, Daughters of
American Colonists, innocently started
a "war" when they decided to erect a
bronze Centennial marker designating
the exact center of the state.

Faulkner county claims it is there.
Some say it 1s in Saline., But the
Daughters had erected the tablet in
Pulaski, 15 miles west of Little Rock
on Highway 70, in preparation for un-
veliling ceremonies.

Then Dr. George C. Branner, state
geologist, was appealed to and "offi=-
cially" declared the exact center to
be 17 miles northwest of Little Rock
near Highway 65, barely inside the
Pulaski county line.

Now the Conway Log Cabin Democrat,
on a front page editorial claims the
center is located a few miles west of
Conway near the mouth of Caldron creek
The editorial declares the citizens of
Faulkner county are "in arms." It
says:

"That warning should be given to
Saline and Pulaski counties and the
world at large for that matter, that
any attempt to capture this geograph--
ical center may be expected to be con-
fronted with shot and shell,"

The Arkansas society, Daughters of
American Colonists, some time ago an=-
nounced that it would erect a Centen-
nial marker on the spot, adding that
the "spot" was 15 miles southwest of
Little Rock near Saline county on the
Hot Springs highway.

"Convinced this was the right spot,
the society erected its bronze plaque
quietly and prepared for an official
unveiling.” Then it was challenged
and assistance of Dr. Branner was
sought. With exceeding care, the geo
logist sawed, suspended, quartered and
sub-divided a map. Then he emerged
with the profound announcement that a
plumb line test proved the center to
be 17 miles northwest of Little Rock
near Highway 65, a half-mile south of
Palarm creek in Pulaski county.

Faulkner countians rebelled. The
Conway newspaper, pointed out that
when John D, Dunaway acquired a tract
of land including the site of the pio-
neer town of Cadron, he set up a sign
proclaiming a certain point on his
land as the exact geographical center
of the state. His claim was based on

The newspaper called on all patriot-
ic organizations to "rally to the de-
fense of our geographic center.”

"Fortifications should be erected at |

once around this cherished point,"
the paper continued. "lrs. Joseph
Frauenthal doubtless will permit use
of the old Civil War cannon of her
famous uncle, the late Col. A, P,
Robinson, and warning should be given
to Saline and Pulaski counties and the
world at large for that matter, that
any attempt to capture this geograph-
ical center may be expected to be con-
fronted with shot and shell,

"Let our slogan be: It shall not
pass from Faulkner county,"

GEOLOGIST SE T{

Conway Groups Join Fight To Have
Cadron Creek Site Designated as
State Center
Democrat 4-15-36 i

The question of what plot of ground
will be designated as the "geograph-
ical center™ of Arkansas remained not
only unsettled today but apparently
insoluble by pacific means,

Dr. S, S. Barlow, commander of the
Conway unit of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and lirs, S. T, Button, head of
the V. F, W. Auxiliary at that city,
took up the fight in behalf of Faulkner
county today.

The two challenged the accuracy of a
map-sawing, plumb-line dropping pro-
cedure by which Dr. George C. Branner,
state geologist, determined that the i
center is located in Pulaski county, |
near the highway 65 bridge over Palarm B
creek,

Contending that history is correct
in placing the state's solar plexus
near the mouth of Cadron creek, 6 miles
west of Conway, the two patriotic
groups planned to postpone final action
on marking the spot "until it can be
determined more definitely."

Meanwhile members of the Arkansas
Society, Daughters of American Colonists
who inadvertently set up a bronze pur-
porting to mark the state's midriff at
a spot 15 miles southwest of Little
Rock on the Hot Springs Highway, pon=-
dered on their next move,

Hot Springs citizens lost interest in
the fight when the Daughters of the
American Revolution gave that city its
own marker--a plaque designating loca-
tion of the spot near which John
Percival, Revolutionary soldier and
first white settler established his
home about 1800.
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Dr, George C. Branner, state geolo=-
gist, used the "center of gravity"
method recently to determine the geo-
graphical center of the state, fixing
the point just within Pulaski County
§ Stff. But local tradition or) near Palarm, A marker designating
the center had previously been erected
_| at a point about 15 miles west of
~_Little Rock on Highway 70.
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The monument authorized by ﬂu Ar-
insas Society, Daughters of American
lonists, to mark the geographical cen- |
ter of Arkansas may be plwedmac-l
curacy at any point on Highway "“§

ulkner | within a one-mile radius of a spot se- -

lected by the Arkansas Geological Sur-.
vey, George C. Branner, state geoiogist.f
has advised officials of the society. %

In a letter directed to Mrs. Oharles

| H. Miller, state regent, Mr. Branner

exphlned methods of determining t)u’
m. center used by the United States
Geological Survey angd the state m
cal office, and said that any mtnt,
ﬂmnlmlhofthespotohoqu.'m
il in the southeast quarter of Section
_near the Pulaski-Faulkner county

Will Be Marked Northwest of

April 27, 1936 (%)

Washington-~Little Rock is near the
actual center of Arkansas, no matter
what formula is used to determine the
scientific center of the state.

Through one method of figuring, the
center of the state would be located .
at a point 12 miles northwest of Little
Rock. Another would place the center

experts given today to Mrs., Charles H.
Miller of Little Rock, state regent of
the Arkansas Society, Daughters of

Plans of the organization to mark
the center of the state for the centen-
nial led to the appeal made to the
United States Geological Survey by Sen.
Joseph T, Robinson, at Mrs, Miller's

Although acknowledging both centers,
dependent upon which method of compu-
tation issued, the survey leaned to-
ward the point northwest of Little
Rock, and this will probably be used.
where the center is. But The location was selected through
the use of the following formula:

"The geographical center of the state
may be defined as that point on which
the surface area would balance if it
were a plane without thickness, or in
other words the center of gravity of

{




