nnabar

’ See Ci r
- As Motor Fuel

Democrat 1ll=12-3%7
Oklahoma, Texas Men
Interested in State’s
Quicksilver Deposits.

Amity — Renewed interest has
been. awakened in the cinnabar
mines near Amity in the past few
weeks and scouts from Oklahoma
and Texas have been investigating
the region covered by these mines
and it now looks as though real pro-
duction would be started soon.

New ledges of this ore are being
discovered constantly ‘and while
there is no boom, it is creating much
interest. Last week several scouts

om Texas investigated the mine
four miles south of Amity and were

- sold on the fact that there was ore
in paying quantities. This mine is

|

8pecial to the Gazette. 3 10"58
. - Arkadelphia, April 9.—A dispatch
from San Francisco today saying that
banks of that city had bought more
than $50,000 worth of quicksilver in the
last 10 days was of great interest to
Clark, Pike and Howard counties where
extensive deposits of cinnabar are
known to -exist. :
At present mining in these three
counties virtually is at a standstill but
informed persons say that major de-
velopment is bound to come as the field
becomes better known and promoted by
companies with stronger financial
backing. ¥
Many discoveries of cinnabar, the
mercury producing ore, have been made
and there have been, from time to time,
12 to 20 mines in operation. All but a
few were on a small scale, however, The
Midcontinent Company has invested
about $50,000 in equipment five miles
south of Amity in the eastern edge of
Pike county but law suits have resulted
in closing the plant, The Holmes Min-
ing and Development Company contin-
ues to operate on a small scale and is
believed making a steady profit. The

|
:

stronger financial backing. '
Recent reports indicate that ||
quicksilver will be in much great- '

er demand because of wars and Mercury On

preparations for wars.
Increase

|

Numerous discoveries of cinne-
bar, the mercury producing ore,
have been made and there have

been from time to time 12 to 20 1

mines in operation, all but a few 0-25-38

jon a very small scale. The Mid- Special to the Gazette.

| Continent Company has invested Murfreesboro, Oct. 22. — There is

more activity in the mercury belt in
Pike and Clark counties than has been
shown since the discovery of the min-
eral eight years ago. Like all new
mining ficlds it has had its ups and
downs. Engineers point out that lack
of capital and experience in mining
this type of ore have been the chief
reasons for the slow development of

| something like $50,000 in equip-
iment five miles south of Amity in
the eastern edge of Pike county.
The company is fighting several
lawsuits and have closed down
‘their plant. The Holmes Mining

. Whereas for the past several|
s it has been forced tc depend on|’
€pain, Italy and Austria for about 54
per cent of its supply. ;

He said that quicksilver is a vital
necessity in the manufacture of high
explosives, also it is used extensively'
in drugs. He said that should the na-
tions from which we now receive our
imports become involved in war, the Ar-
kansas mines quickly could be developed
to furnish enough of the mineral for
any ordinary emergency.

Financing Has Retarded Development.

Slow development of these mines has
been due largely to & lack of cinnabar
mining experience and finance. Prospec-
tors who hoped to get rich quick wita-
out making any investment have becn
a deterrent to capitalists.

ent price of $150 a f
76 pounds. Mercu
very much heavier

Declares Arkansas
Ciaannkiad
=-B38=dY (G
To the Editor of the G
In an article in St s
captioned “Mine Activity Re
Ore Prices,” you seem to be
Sinée cinnibar’s discovery here in | below the belt as it concerns
1930, approximately 150,000 pounds of | my mine in these parts.
quicksilver has been placed on the mar-

and Development Company con-
tinues to operate on a small scale, |
but is believed making a steady |
profit. The Wheeler mines are |
dormant, but Amity people declare |
their ore is among the richest ever two of the world’s largest mining in-
found, yielding as high as 175 per- | stitutes, said that in i’us opinion the

this district. It is believed that if
preperly mined the field would be one
of the leading producers of quicksilver
in the United States.
Sees “Bright Future.,”
W. E. Thorn, an engineer of inter-
national experience and a member of

|

_situated on what is' known-as the
~ Deering farm and the leases are
b o?med by O. W. Wheeler, of this
- place,
- Mr. Wheeler said the ore taken
from his mine this week will run
from 30 to 50 per cent quieksilver.
The development of quicksilver as
a fuel is one of the reasons for this
renewed interest in this product, and
while this phase of its use is still
in its infancy, there is a probability
of its becoming one of the major
fuels for motor vehicles. Experi-
ments in this line is now being made
by the General Motors Corporation.
. The Midcontinent Quicksilver Cor-
gfration operating near Amity is
furning out quantities of this metal.
This company .has a $50,000 plant
that has been in operation for sev-
eral years. The Wheeler mine is
one of the few located in Clark
‘ county, as most of this ore is located
in Pike county.
- Mining engineers believe this field
will become one of the greatest
uicksilver produc¢ing regions in the
~ United States. £

Mercury Vapor
to Replace

Steam and Cut
~ Fuel Costs
ForQOcean Liners

Advocated

-Democrat 11=19-57
- New York (£)—An invention to|
use mercury power—the energy of
hot molecules—to drive steamships
‘and reduce the cost of shipping was
‘announced today to the Societ; of
ngi-

‘Wheeler mines are dormant but Amity
people say that its ore is among the
. richest ever found, yielding as high as
75 per cent to the ton. The Weaver
mine . also. has shown remarkable ore,
some that yields fluid mercury upon
being broken open. Most of the com-
panies have kept their leases paid even
though they are mot operating.

A. J. Hunter, editor of the Amity
Owl, said today that mining company
officials have told him that the chief |
drawback is lack of roads and highways |
in that section, A road from Amity
through the cinnabar section of western
Clark and eastern Pike county intersect-
‘ing Highway 27 that runs between Kir-
by and Murfreesboro would facilitate |
operations greatly,

Prospectors are coming and going
every week. A discovery only 12 miles
west of Arkadelphia was reported to-
day. Geologists recently. found man-
ganese in the Amity area. There is a
dormant lead mine east of Amity and in
Clark county, |

There is a strip of territory 30 miles
long starting south of Amity and run- |
ning westward through Pike county that
abounds in many ores.

Cinnabar Mihe
’Interest
Inc

—
Bpecial to the Gazette, 4- 24-38 I

Arkadelphia, April 23.—Encoux'ageds
by reports of the purchase by banks:
| of large stocks of cuicksilver and state-
’ments that the mercury-bearing ore of
| Clark and Pike counties is among the
jric:est in the world, residents of Amity |
an Murfreesborp are takng ste to
;Iézlé:s iltalll:. potential mining areas pxixore_

It is said that the emba
the exportation
Spain and Italy

reasing

aval Architects and Marine

s.

- architects were informed that

rmandie, trans-Atlantic record

~ can substitute mercury ' for |
and cut her annual fuel bill |
0,000, with no speed loss. .

> proposal for this new type of

er was made by William L.

t, Schenectady, N. Y., engi-

|
| rgo placed on'
of quicksilver from

where large quantities |

X L]
Possi
g 7
in Arkansas “at a profit under condi- !

the enterprise is not burdened by too
great an expense in the finding of ore

(cent to the ton. The Weaver mine g“‘t‘i&t “has g bright fut:ilre.t Tl

" ix Mining Co., composed of a group
also has Sho‘f“ rema}'kable ore. , of men from Mimia, Okla., is working
some that yields fluid mercury | n_ig'tht and day on property west of the
upon being broken open. A maijori Llp l.e Missouri river, while the Magnolia
£t g i » Jority Mining Company, a new Arkansas cor-
of the companies that have come| poration, also is working two shifts
in have kept their leases paid even @nd' producing high grade ore. This
though not operating. | company is trucking its ore nine miles

S | to' a plant belonging to the Mid-Con-
A. J. Hunter, editor of the Amity tinent Quicksilver Company where it
Owl, said mining company offici-

is processed, but plans are nearing com-
fals have said the chief drawback’

pletion by the Magnolia company for
the _erection of a large induction plant

Is lack of roads and highways in OD its property.

that section. A road from Amity PR Ty Reporiod

: - The Holmes Mining Company re-
through the cinnebar section of | cently made a new discovery of a high
western Clark and eastern Pikei;mdio"re- Samples  brought to Mur-
53 . 1 g - reesboro. ran as high as $800 a ton.

ounty intersecting Highway 27|7Th. Mid-Continent company also has

that runs between Kirby and Mur- |resumed operafions under a new man-

freesboro would facilitate opera-|22¢» @ Mr. Thomas of Hutchinson,

PR Kan., operating its own properties as
g Y. well as processing ore for the other

Prospectors are coming and go- | cOmpanies,

ing every week. A discovery only

12 miles west of Arkadelphia was

T. J. Pate and associates of Murfrees-

boro have just finished prospecting a
reported. Geologists recently found
manganeze in the Amity area

large acreage in the east part of Clark
There is a dormant lead mine 30

county, A mass sample of 447 tons of
ore processed showed an average of
nine pounds of quicksilver to the ton.
a lans are under way to install a 50-
miles east of Amity and in Clark | ton Dprocessing plant.
county. There is a strip of terri-
tory 30 miles long starting south
of Amity and running westward
abounding in many ores.

{

The companies are receiving an av-
erage of $1 a pound for the mercury
which has been the aversge price for
the past 10 years. The United States
produces less than one-third of its
supply, having imported 10,000 flasks

b g Corporation Will Mine
Production Cinnabar.
' 1-29=39 ___Gazette

A corporation to mine cinnabar, the
| ore from which quicksilver is derived,
| in Clark county has been organized by
| T. C. Moore, W. M. Coffield and Dr,
J. D. Jordan of Little Rock, and J. M,
Eunson and T. J. Pate of Murfrees=
boro. Articles of incorporation weére
filed yesterday with Secretary of State
C. G. Hall

Dr. Jordan said that Clark county
| apparently was rich in cinnabar, oute
croppings being visible in several sece
tions No mining operations have besn
conducted by the company, he said.

The articles said the purpose of the

Of Cinnabar
ble

©=33
Cinnabar “probably can be produced”

1

tions similar to those of 1936 provided

o started use of' mercury £  A2'¢ mined and refined has || bodies similar to some alr s ,» | corporation, to be known as the Caddo
power eight years ago. Five Ameri- ' |shortage in this country and t%t;‘]l;stedth: the Geological SI;)I’V:y aofe a:lge n}:’eial Quicksilver Corporation of Little Rock,
can plants are using it but mercury | United States army will have to look to || D! nt of the Interior teq | VAS to sell $50,000 worth of stock with
mwt_'has been feasible at sea. - American supplies for quicksilve | me‘fﬂ a report on the ‘.rem | which to buy equipment for mining.
__An improvement in boilers, Emmet | munitions and other uses d forj and O '—Dépt;sitspof the Sout) Geology ' They listed 90,000 shares of authorized

19, recently mmde at the Pittsfield, | A delegation of Amity resi || kansas Quickstiver Distsicto T er AT capital stock at $1 each and capital of
ss.,  General. Electric mercury | cluding w Yy residents, in- , cksilyer District. | ¢9500. Offices will be at 2812 Asher
ver plant, makes it possible 1 | Rose Eq .HHi Olds, A. J. Hunter, T. w.|| The report said “Geologic indications | ﬁv'enu;,

d the new hot molscule prin- | : olmes, C. W. Wheeler and ||2Ppear to warrant further prospecting | ;

l

|

ot. ers, called on County Judge Joseph

‘and in many cases mercury can Callaway here and a Pike county dele-

fﬂmlled on existing ' steamships.

and development in favorable areas. It
| & Fodrb

Big Possibility

1 5 e gation called 2 .
. Mercury power is made exactly on Judge Tom Jon s ;
like steam. e metal vaporizes and | | MUlTreesboro requesting that g e;o:; ‘ e;?::-s egkely that in & time of national
furns ‘a turbine the same as steam | r02d be built into and through the cin. | the i Kosay o cost is no obstacle,
But it puts more of the heat of the |DNabar belt of the two c Txistl [ansas district can produ :
bl ounties, Ixisting !| large am icksi i g
el to work than does steam power. |roads are rough. Th ount of quicksilyer.” n a e
CER < 1 \ g e delegations re- It w
extra efficiency. of mercury | ceived encouragement f j i was recalled that cinnaba :
oyt d? .l'; seemmgigﬁ? dox. Is |Who said they: wocin al;:otmfat\?:rajbligg??; 1t:il;sc_:oov«ered near the southern borﬁeer‘;f‘ |
apor develops very little pressure. | possible & Quachita mountains in 1930, « 2
will take a tremendous heat with : belt in whi i i T g
B e orise Mer W Sevexjal Westerx} banks are reported to 'has a le hlfh cinnabar is now known lnna ar
IR B8 degraes, for example, has || - 1buymg quicksilver and storing it in | from eastntf)h of more than 25 miles
equal to steam at 212, the || NCiF vaulls. Quicksilver is indispens- | less tha mi and in most places is ——4-3- 59
RS piint of water. To the lay- g?g_e in the manufacture of certain mu-f a maxin?ugl ’m-]f; Wwide, although it has
; m this lack of pressure seems liks .malon.s and war equipment as well as| Authors fwtlh th of about six miles.” Special to the Gazette.
5 ndicap for mercury. - 1ny articles of commerce. Cinnabar, | the Unitedo e Arkapsas report said Murfreesboro, April 1.—Dr. W. E.
But scientists explain that steam’s qufcksilver-bearmg ore, is found in onh; ’ only abo hStates ordl_narﬂy produces Thorne, mining engineer, said today that
dous pressures are really only | @ few of the American statec I P ut half the quicksilver it con- undeveloped  cinnabar  (quicksilver)
Qh v - ,‘. . {

evils. The heat is what
oes the work. The proof that
are right is in the efficiency
ts of the five power plants us-
-mercury. With steam one pound
coal will light a 60-watt electric
16 2-3 hours. With mercury
~same pound will light the lamp
10Urs. i .
‘plants all use both mercury
m. Mercury boils at 675 de-
After it turns a turbine, inl
s, the metallic vapor heats

e itself turning back into

Is New Demand
For Quicksilver -
bt be BAEIRER Clark in

and Pike Counties May

t Be Increased
-Arkadelphia 4-9-38
Quicksilver mining in Clark,
r-t Pike and Howard counties is prac-
Yitically. at a standstill, but those
who keep informed declare major
development is bound to come as
the field becomes better known
‘{and. promoted by companies with

g

reury
mer-

new minix_lgr district

siderable attention

mines of southwest Arkansas may prove

esszgggalsxgtalﬁl};hnew source of this an important factor in the vast re-
great importance Ferefmje of relatively armament program now under way
because of the x;ossqi,';;'hls reason, and throughout the world, Dr. Thorne, a re-
gain . attendi 1bility of financial tired consulting engineer for the Con-

ng the development of any

» the Arkansas

istrict hag attracted eon.

from geolo, ist; ;
others * tgn '.s',, —

solidated Gold Field of South Africa:
Ltd. of London, England, and a mem-
ber of the Mining and Metalurgic Insti-
tute of London and the American Min-
ing Institute, has spent more than two
years here studying the possibilities of
the cinnabar deposits in Pike and Clark
counties, which are operating only oi
‘a prospecting basis.

In ap opinion directed to the newiy
organized Caddo Quick Silver Company
of Little Rock, Dr. Thorne said that|

cksilver ¢

engineers and

little doubt that the cinnabar
in these ines could‘tb

. vith a large

!ir needs in-

| as alleged by you, but on the con
|am employing a greater ni
workmen than any other m
district. I am not ex ;
and silver showings by m
Moreover, let me assure you,
gold and silver showings,
have been far in excess
“traces” as you would have it.
In this state your publication is her-
alded as an apostle of progress. Why
don’t you have your field
i around and make a visit to the
| cinnabar mines mow in operation
these environs for gathering such news
concerning quicksilver in Arkansa
world should know? Your state
[ical Survey, by its many el
Jstatements, branded the
! quicksilver field as a flop wh
| and in fact we have the r
| eury deposit in Pike
' world and my operations
fact. Reliable Arkansas )
vouchsafe to the truthfulness o
statement that I averaged 42
of mercury per ton on some of
ter ores and that my average ores
aged around 120 pounds of qui
per ton. I am now installing two
“D” type distillation tubes and I w
it was possible for you to have you
own representative to observe r f‘

ket at an average price of $1.15 a pound.
The ore has been found over an area
45 miles long and 12 miles wide. By
selectiv. mining the ore probably would
run 10 pounds per tor. which in mosty
instances doubles tli output of low,
grade ‘mines in other countries, Dr.
Thorne said.

Quicksilver
Deposits May
Pay Profit

9-17-39 Gazette

. A ribbon of quicksilver deporits about |
40 miles long soon will be detonating
the shells of war while its owners in
southwest Arkansas become wealthy.
Already the forerunner of a mining
boom has developed in Howard, Pike
and Clark counties. The price of quick-
silver has soared from $88 a flask

August 31 to $150 yesterday. A flask | recovery by these tubes when
contains 76 pounds. The average pricé ' ynder heat so that some of
in 1938 was $76.10, or about $1 a pound. | ments about Arkansas quie
Dr. George C. Branner, state geolo- | pe refited. I am selling no
gist, obtained reports from field forces | gwe no one anything and
that property embracing potential c¢in- | ng yse for publicity, save
nabar mines is in demand. Leases are | that the world know true fa
being bought on a 10 per cent royalty | pose Arkansas quicksilver,
hasis. love. e A
The deposits which were discovered Come down to see me and
in 1930, and which have not been | hands with a friendly chap
| mined extensively, were described as|ing things for the great state
| extending from northwest of Murfrees- | kansas; a led who will Mh
boro, three miles east of the Howard | you with a stock ecerti
county line, across ®ike county and | hands readywtake,d
into Clark county, southeast to An-| nothing to sell in- tk
teine creek. | will convince you that A
Dr. Branner said the area contains ' g real quicksilver field. W
“an enormous fonnage in the aggre-; Murfreesboro, Ark.
gate” but that it is undeveloped. L
The first quicksilver was mined In
Arkansas in 1932. The value of the
state’s production ranged from $4,311
to $49,033 annually since then.
Yesterday's price of $150 a flash was
$25 higher than the average for any
year during the World war; Dr. Bran-
ner said. For that reason, he said.
mining in southwest Arkansas “should
be very profitable at that price.”
Other Prices Higher.
Lead and zinc prices also have in-
creased in the last two weeks as a
result of the European war, the geolo-
_gist said. The state produces much zine,
particularly in north Arkansas. Zinc
prices jumped from 4.74 cents a pound
| August 31 to 6.1 cents yesterday. As a
| result, Dr. Branner said, lease activity

l

cou

ki
cit;

~ 10-8-39 Gazette

.A B0-ton daily eapacity Cottrell £
nace for processing and reducin;
nabar ore to mercury will b
to the Caddo Quicksilver Co
mine near Amity, Clark coun
about two weeks, T. C. Moore
Rock, president of the
said yesterday. A ; :

The mining property’ consists of
acres, 11 miles from Amity. Ore
been taken from a 150-foot sk
from test pits for several
lack of machinery has
sible the processing of ai
at the mine. Approximatel
of ore from the mine were
by another quicksilver corpo

. Amity several months ago to
mercury content. . ‘)

Mr. Moore said the. reduction
nace would be ready for~opera
the Caddo company’s mine by
ber 15, It will cest about $10, - Ex-
plaining the reduction process, he said.
cinnabar rock gives off a vapor when
pressed and cooked. Virgin mm
results from condensing this vapor.

Fiffeen men are e i
mine, which is g
a day—three eight-hour sh
as much ore as possible will
for processing whe; n;:rt:;unery

! has gained near Yellville and other
towns.

Price comparisons of other Arkansas
minerals reported are:

Lead—4.9 cents a pound August 31;
5.35 cents Thursday.

Antimony—12 cents a pound August,
| 31; 12.25 cents Thursday.

Manganese—Little change.

Mine Activity Reflects

. . A
Hi e grlcgg
9= -%5__,& te

ecial to the Gazette.

BpArkadelphia. Sept. 23.—With an in-

crzase in price from $76 to $150 per

flesk for quicksilver because of the

outbreak of war in Europe, the several

cinnabar mines near Amity, Clark

county, and Murfreesboro, Pike county, -
have taken on new activity.

The Caddo Quicksilver Company,
whose officers and most of its stock-
holders are residents of Little Rock, is
preparing to erect a large refining
piant to convert the ore into fluid
mercury. This company organized about
a yvear ago and now is erecting dwell-
in2s for workers. It plans to give em-
ployment to a large number of men at
th~ mines and the refinery.

It was announced at Amity the
‘YWheeler mine will start operations
ahotit October 1. The Hintze mine,
running on a small scale, has excited
it5 owners because traces of gold and
‘silver have been found j(‘)m with traces gy

~of precious metal in

)

additional ones wi 3
boarding house is being
the convenience of the employ

Dr. J. D. Jordan of Little
the

for future smelting, as qui 0-
du is regarded as 1~



company’s hols for the past eight
|| months and believes that these hold-
ings cover probably the richest cinna-
M- | bar area ever discovered. Mr. Hintze
p.| says that a test on this mine pro-
| duced as high as 480 pounds of metal
per ton u:nd- had an average of 122
‘pounds since prospecting began. This
- | company is installing new equipment
capable of handling nine tons per day
and employs 32 persons with an aver-
age pay roll of $400 per week. Offi-
cers of the company are: C. A. Hirch,
Kansas City, president; W. F. Hintze,
_ | vice president and resident engineer.
The Caddo Quicksilver Co., whose
incorporated stock is listed at $90,000,
is the only company now operating in
Clark county. This company is in-
stalling equipment capable of handling
50 tons of ore per day. and employs
approximately 30 men. Other compa~-
nies already in the field include the
Mid-Continent Co., the Southwestern,
the Valley Mining Co., the McElwayne
Co., and the newly-organized Ameri-
'can Quicksilver Co., whose company
 stock is listed at $100,000.

m"-LOnly One Case
.= Of Mercury

i Poison Proved
Gazette 3-17-40

While much “gossip” was heard
concerning mercury poisoning and
many reports were received of per-
sons being salivated, in only one case
was information obtained proving a
workman was affected seriously by the
~ disease, W. H. Tomlinson, associate
. + mining engineer with the United
' States Bureau ot Mines, reported to
: Ed I. McKinley, state commissioner-
- of labor, following a survey of the

' cinnebar mining district of Arkansas.

Mr. Tomlinson was accompanied by |
Wilson E. Runton, safety engineer t‘or]
the state Department of Labor.

-
g

% : ‘Mr. Tomlinson reported that the |
i victim suffered the loss' of his teeth |
am as a result of the poisoning, but his |

‘health was not affected seriously |
.otherwise. The engineer said the poi-
soning resulted while the worker was
employed at the retort, where the
processing of ore is accomplished. He
said the man subsequently was trans-

- ferred underground. :
Mr. Tomlinson reported that offi-
. cials and employes reported that on
% many occasions slight attacks of poi-
. soning resulted from workers’ breath-

75 per cent of its! ing district, there can be little doubt

sence of this disease among the cin-
nabar miners in this district, consid-
| erable mercury poisoning may cccur

since these mines are situated in iso-
- | lated mountainous districts and native |
labor exclusively employed, the dis-

pears on the surface. It is understood
that no physical examination of pros-

or required, and-that the operators are

may occur as a result of mercurialism, |

g making_ difficult the problem of as-
m Fias % ::‘xs'tea'i’mng the prevalence of the flis-

proapectinlﬁ or de- '

is jn“a new | oye . .

ch can handle ag%roxi- Slight Poisoning In :

Many Cases Reported.

Mr. Tomlinson said that quicksilver
may enter the body through the skin,
| gastro-intestinal tract, or respiratory
itract, and that when a person is

through the skin. He said miners take |
additional mercury into the body by
mouth while eating, smoking, chewing |
tobacco, etc. As mercury vaporizes s,t{
as low as 8.5 h¢¢nes Fahrenheit, the
fuu&: inevitak w‘, e present, especially 1

i

grees
said,
dee F i

5

ing mercury fumes while working |hygiene will go a long way toward

| ; ; : i f ore h:
around the retorts. None of these was |solving the problem. Since the mines +$5 000 wOrth,ﬁ?,'c‘ﬁ, Eghsgg?wath ‘ﬁ X
| serious, however, Mr. Tomlinson said. are usually shallow and the workmen 3 Sy , 'reporting 60 pounds of mﬂ‘w
He added that there was no doubt usually return to the surface to eat ‘covered from a ton of ore.

.| that there was considerable more poi- their lunch, proper washrooms should L4 B e it
“war | Soning suffered than reported. be provided and the men encouraged Of QU!C SI Ue r:
e im-| “Although we were unable to point to always wash before eating. Smoking ; At

‘the United| 0ut definite instances of chronic or taking anything by mouth while

he past had amount- | Mercurialism in the quicksilver ‘min- underground should be discouraged.”

| without being commonly known, And, |

ease may be more prevalent than ap- ||

pective or present employes is made |

: 'Rw"Big not compelled to report injuries that

perspiring, it is absorbed rapidly =

Back of the recent rise in the price of quicksilver from
$150 to $200 per flask in London is a smooth-working cartel of
international manipulators, says Business Week, which practical-
ly considers the London market a branch of fice. About 45 per cent
of the world's yearly output of mercury (125,715 flasks in 1938,
excluding the Spanish war time production) comes from mines in
Italy and Spain. The United States ardinarily produces another
15 per cent.

The Italian and Spanish mines are the richest deposits in the
world and production costs run from $30 to $40 a flask. Since the
cost of production in the United States is figured normally at a-
round $65 a flask, all that keeps American mines running against

the foreign campetition in depression periods is a $19 per flask
tariffo 4

The Italo-Spanish mines are government-controlled and united
in a monopoly. First intimation that traders had of strong-grm
economic methods by the cartel came shortly after the outbreak of
the war, when mercury was selling here for $80., Before the emd of
September, the price had been bid up to $170 and it has not dropped
below $130 since then. Market experts say neither increase in ac-
tual consumption nor the possibility of a shortage accounts for the
price rise. They feel that European money, put up by the cartel,
was behind the recent domestic price advance, The explanation is
that the United States, which represents the largest share of world
production outside the cartel, is too large a source of supply to
be ignored by a group interested in raising the ante.

Mercury is a strategic material because about 15 per cent of
production is used to make detonatars for ammnition. The larger
share of the market represents industrial users of mercury but, in
recent years the peacetime outlets for mercury have not expanded.

There are two critical points in the price of quicksilver that }
are useful in analysis of the American market. When the price '
hits 100 a flask, domestic mines approach capacity production
(ab 90,000 flasks a year); at $130 a flask, some industrial users
of mercury begin to turn to substitutes. Both critical points have
been exceeded since the war began,

(Above clipping obtzined from D. I. Hayes, Western Manager, American:
Zinc, Lead & Smelting Co., 943 Paul Brown Bldg., St. Louis, Mo.
Feb. 27, 1940.) -

'has been made since January

‘erage recovery is five to 20
Dr. Branner spoke to the Di
‘Commercial Club Thursday ni
"mineral development in Polk

. v R ' ard, Sevier and Little Riyer

e P LB -
He also suggested provision for M lned D atly ' : v
 causing America to| that men after long exposure become miners to bathe when leaving the
its own supply at| affected to some extent. Since, as far mines, provision of exhaust system to : 5_12_40 A statement. in Sunday’
| as is known, no investigation has ever carry away fumes, and compulsory use - ‘
been made as fo the presence or ab- of respirators while cleaning the dis-
tilled mercury, prepara
it in flasks for

Quicksilver Estimate C

‘whieh quoted D;i.‘ t;Geo‘rge (ol -
1w i ner, state- ) as sayini
tory to placing Nine active mining operations in ner, geologist, ng

- : 3 e value of quicksilver ore
Pike and Clark counties are producing tmhke e cu;l:c, e

~ about $5,600 worth of quicksilver oregog s day was incorrect. Dr. Bi
~ |daily in response to the demand for said last night. mﬂoziht
| war purposes, Dr. George c"B“mer?s:in{’mi’tmié :v otid Re 84
®  reported yesterday after a two-dayy. gaid  Dr. Branner explain
~ survey of the Arkansas field. 78 furnace tons are being
The state geologist said the mines, dally, & w;m; r:‘VfrT‘::!ggw .
employing about 100 men, have re- f 780 ,poun.ds" of quicksilver {
. torts to handle 162 tons of furmce;ﬁ, :]zs :-.4 ﬂ?:gsm%: ‘t?v el
ik aily. Ordinarily five to 20 pounds® flask, a ‘“con tive” pI
:rteqiick}iilver are Z'eoov‘eredb per ton, estimate of 10 flasks a day ¥
but one operator received 60 pounds. WOrth $1 -
Price of the mineral has advanced Daily
~ from a peace-time price of $80 a ton ¢
the to $175, Dr. Branner said. 1
and night

nts.

“Activity in the district is the great-
min- est since the ore was discovered in .
24 1931, he said. ~ “About.3,500 flasks ;.

" of 76 pounds each have been recov- .
- ered, with about one-third of the total o 5.,
roduced in 1939. 01V

Da
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be © o quicksilver, found in Pike and Clark operator received 60 pounds. ?’z . ‘;‘IO;I_:;{: - d}&srtnai?;f :f)eﬂ t?i-le:t‘{t‘;g .E
val 3 L T . A e s Price of the mineral has ad- »ﬁ PJCCU Ui | Arkansas Quicksilver Mines, Inc.,
values may rise to $5,000 per day with geologist, who also notified the Mineral | vaRded Dk, u: Tescsctinier arice] o vy Sl g b b g
the full use of the present furnace Survey about the offer, returned to | of $80 aﬁ'ﬂnaskm‘-tb '$175 MD:_ ) bk PR | .

: : i i s . e d - ago as 1931, constructed a pioneer
iggﬁs!lntion and g slight lmprovemmtl Washington, D. C., early this week o st , Bran. N | tl Ly 460 o8 1631, consthuted S pSEREE
in the average grade of the ore mined. to assist the Arkansas agency there. | e e e lrroauction lsn Conssrvation Cofis Tatet NE
With the opening of new mines and| Governor Bailey said progress report- - “Activity in the distriet is the . !ian Co : D ]

~ roads, but they were not kept in

the installation of new furnaces, the ed by H. K. Thatcher, who is direct- Mr. Yount said.

figure could go considerably higher. ing the office, is “most gratifying.”
“At the present time, however, I e 5

greatest since the ore ‘was dis-
‘coveréd ' in-1931,” he said. “About

believe that an estimate of about
$1,80¢ daily as the value of metal
recovered would be liberal.”

e Demands Reports From
Quicksilver Conr\?panies.

venue Dzpartment’'s Severance
Division, prepared yesterday to
 against six quicksilver mining com-
ies in Pike and Clark counties
‘have failed to report produc-
- taxation purposes.
ction of quicksilver is taxable
he rate of 2.5 per cent of the gross
‘market value, the same levy
~severance of most other na-
1 resources. Payments must bz
e each month when production
cts are filed.
ntil receitly, quicksilver mining.
‘considered on  an experimental
1d no effort was made to col-

nce the price has soared because

ge.”

~ state notified the nine com-
es operating in the two counties
pril that reports must be made
xes paid. Mr. Richardson said
ix companies have failed to comply.
~ He said auditors will go to the mine
‘offices in an effort to determine pro-
‘duction. It was said the state can
.estimate the severance tax if denied
access to the books, Certificates of
indebtedness would be filed, with. the
it clerks for judgments against
ompanies.

er a:;d Manganese To
fens
mlafazeet te
and manganese are
inerals in Arkansas which
developed by the United
au of Mines in connection
ation’s defense program,
Bailey was informed yester-
elegram from State Geologist
Branner, who was in Wash-

er, following a conference
ureau’s representative in
ategic minerals, said a
drill in quicksilver area
¥ ly considered, but be-
date not definite.” Quicksilver
ike and Clark counties
ined. “Project to drill in
e manganese area under con-
the geologist continued. He
f Mines representatives, |
weying a Sevier county area :
, were “not op- .

R. Richardson, supervisor of the |

r demand it has gone beyond

‘Mining of an Important War

Material, as
Here,

DEMOC R

Ever see a man milk a rock?

That is what E. Smith Reed,
industrial engineer of the state
Agricultural and  Industiral
Commission, is doing in the ac-
companying picture, and the
stuff he is recovering from the
rock is pure mercury, one of
the most important of war ma-
terials,

- The piece of ore he is holding
was found in Pike county., The
area abounds in rich cinnabar,
the ore from which mercury is
obtained. The rock shown is
not technically cinnabar, but is
a first cousin, and so composed
that it is honeycombed with tiny
globules of mercury, which can
be shaken out, and is quite rare,

The picture was posed by Mr.
Reed, but the mercury he holds
in one hand was actually shaken
out of the piece of ore by a re-
porter. More could have been

Seems Sim
B=S50=40

Demonstrated

ple Process‘

l

—Democrat Photo.

Qﬁicks{lver Mines In State

Are Busy
The Owl, -Amity

High prices for qgnicksilver
have brought renewed activity
in the cinnabar mines of Arkan-|
sas, Dr. Gevrge C. Branner, state
veported recently on
his return from a three-day trip

geologist,

in southwest Arkansas.

Arkansas mines have produced
3,500 to 4,000 flasks of quicksilver
since the price rise made the
Dr.

mining more profitable,

3,500 flasks of 76 pounds each

[ ‘have been recovered, with about
. one-third" of
¢ /in 1939,

QUICKSILVER MINES

the total produced

IN STATE ARE BUSY

Pike CO“‘@'%ZZB
 High prices” for quicksilver

have brought renewed activity Pike, Clark and Howard county
in the cinnabar mines of Arkan-
sas, Dr. George C. Branner, state
geologist, reported on his re-
turn from a three-day trip in
southwest Arkansas.

Arkansas mines have produc-
ed 3,500 to 4,000 flasks of quick-
silver since the price rise made
the mining more profitable, Dr.
Branner said. About two-thirds
of 'this production has
made since January 1.

One rich body of ore has been|
struek, he said, with the operat-
ors reporting 60 pounds of mer-
cury recovered from a ton of
ore. The average recovery is five Judge
to 20 poonds.

VALUABLE CINNABAR

{

been ]

DEPOSIT FOUND ON
ROLLING FORK

S5=23=4( De Queen Bee

Kraft Geologist Finds
Sevier Specimens
Appear Identical to

1}]:052 3& gike County.

Assurance that samples of ore tak-
en from a tract of land on Rolling
Fork river northwest of De Queen,
contained cinnabar in paying quan-
tities, was given Gordon Mabry and
J. W. Penney on Monday, at Mur-
freesboro.

Mabry, secretary of the De Queen

‘line. The letter was referred to a

lems, the second committee, com-

. |inate officers to be voted on Aug-

~e oAb good condition, |
Of C lnnabar Lumber trails also have been used.

Special to the Gazette. 7=-27=40
Murfreesboro, July 25. — In an
effort to meet nation’s need for

mercury in the defense program,
members of 14 cinnabar mining
companies voted unamiously at 114
meeting here last night to speed
up production of mercury in the'

area. :
- The group agreed that the first
step is the construction of an all-
weather road and, second, a rural
electric line. Tentative plans were |
discusscd for obtaining state and
government aid in the building of
a road starting at Highway 8 in
the western end of Clark county,
running through the cinnabar belt
of Pike county and ending on the
east side of Howard county. $

An official read a letter from the
Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany concerning a rural electric

committee which indicated it
would investigate the possibility of |
an REA line. Some of the larger!
companies are operating on elec-|
tricity generated by their own‘
power plants.

Association Formed.

The conferees formed the Ar-
kansas Quicksilver Producing As-/
sociation. The association elected
two committees, one composed of
Wiley Jones of Howard
county, Judge Fred Kizzia of Pike
and Judge George H. Wells of
Clark, together with four members
of the mining industries, to confer!
with state and government offi-
cials on the road and electric prob-

posed of four mining members,
was appointed to draw up the con-
stitution and by-laws g.ngl to nom-

ust 8. s

The Road Committee indicated
that it would request the state to
sponsor a WPA road.

Mines represented at the meet-
ing, and the number of workers
employed by each mine, included

Roads In Bad Condition.

Crowded and worn down by mine
traffic, the roads “wear out” an
automobile in six months, Mr. Yount
reported here yesterday. Engineers
and geologists have been reluctant
to examine the mining areas be-
cause of its inaccessibility, opera-
tors complained. Even friends of
the mine owners stay away be-
cause of rough roads. Vs

“Getting men in' and out an
getting ore over the roads” is a
problem, he continued. “Fuel oil
and lumber for the mines also must
be hauled. ;

Property of the Arkansas Quick-
silver Mines, Inc., which employs
64 persons, 1s located approxi-
mately five miles south of Kirby,
Pike county. The mines are six
and one-half miles from Highway.
27, which conneets Kirby and Mur-
freesboro. Trucks take the ore to
Amity for shipment .by rail

W. E. Thorne, W. F. Hintze, J.
E. Berry and Mr. Yount, as mem-
bers of the operators’ Road Com-
mittee, represent 14 mines on the
Roads Committee. County judges
of the three counties also are mem-
bers. Appointed at a recent Mur-
freesboro meeting at which opera-
tors agreed to speed up production,
they also will seek federal and
county aid for roads. The 14 mines
employ more than 250 persons.

Industry Grows Rapidly.

Dr. G. C. Branner, state geolo-
gist, estimated that nine mines
were producing 78 tons of ore daily
two months ago. Since then the
market price has increased from
$175 to $196 and even $198 a flask.
The 1938 average was $76.10. The
daily ore output as of two months
ago, 10.2 flasks, now is worth ap-
proximately $2,000, at $196 a flask.
The same mines have ‘a daily ca-
pacity production of 105 tons.

Mr. Yount said the Arkansas
Quicksilver Mines, Inc., has invest-
ed $150,000 in cash, to date, and will |
have invested more than $250,000
in the next six months. It is oper- |
ating the Parker Hill mine. Plans
have been completed to install a

the Big Six Mining Co., 22; Z. B.
Lewis Mining Co., 16; Arkansas
Quicksilver Company, 54; _Holmes
Mining Co., 7; Hale Mining and
Development Co., 30; Mercury
Mines, Inc., 16; Southern Mining
and Reduction Co., 5; United
|States Mercury Co.,, 32; J. O.
'Wright and E. B. Guess Mining
Co., 8; Caddo Quicksilver Co., 37;
National Quicksilver Co., 3; Jack
Fork Mining Co., 8.

new 390-horsepower Diesel gen—[
erating unit, power from which
will be used in developing the Par-
nell Hill mine one mile west of
Parker Hill, and the Gap Ridge
mine one mile east of Parker Hill.

‘lPower Line Sought to bServéI

8. 13- zette

A proposed rural electric line for

I Cinnabar_Area.
the development of the cinnabar

:

{

as to the quantity of ore avail- |

area in southwest Arkansas will be
surveyed Thursday by an engineer '
from the Rural Electrification Ad- ;
ministration, Chairman Thomas
Fitzhugh of the state Utilities Com- |
mission, - said yesterday. If the
project is considered feasible, work |
on the line, to serve sections of |
Pike, Howard and Sevier counties, |
could start within two weeks, he'
said.

He said an effort would be made
to have the REA engineer make |
surveys of other sections in which |
electric power is needed for mines.

Electricity for the eco-operative !
might be obtained from private'
utilities at Murfreesboro or Glens!
wood. Ten mines are operating in
the area. i

State Geologist George C. Bran-
ner said electric service would re-
duce operating costs of the mines.,i
Power is obtained from Diesel en-
gines. Dr. Branner said no electric
power was available for zinc and
lead mining in north Arkansas.

Cinnabar Mine

Caddo Quicksilver Corporation

Sued f 925.69.
carorter YVa89240

J. O. Wright and E. B. Guess
filed suit for $925.69 against the
Caddo Quicksilver Corporation in
Circuit Court yesterday, claiming
the sum was due them for mer-
cury which escaped as gas while
being processed by the firm.

The complaint said that last
April 16 the plaintiffs delivered to
the firm at its reducing plant near
Amity 33.67 tons of ore which had
a mercury content of 14.571 pounds
per ton. The company agreed to
recover 95 per cent of the mercury
contents and agreed to extract it
for $5 per ton, the complaint said.
Under those terms, the plaintiffs
alleged, they should have recover-
" ed 490.6 pounds of mercury valued
at $2.23 per pound. The total value
would have been $1,094.94 less ‘the
milling cost of $§168.35, leaving
$925.69.

The plaintiffs alleged that the
company was careless in process-
ing the ore and recovered on_ly
40.5 pounds of mercury. They said
they believed the negligence con-
sisted of applying too much heat

obtained by more vigorous shak-
ing, or more simply by crushing
the rock and heating.

However, H. K. Thatcher, di-
| rector of the Agricultural and
! %ﬁdustrial (;flznmissht.ﬁl, hwamtecl

it A { e ore to e wil im to
o the governor from  wrashington as a graphic illus-
°r, executive director of  tration of the state’s possession
of war minerals.

The ore shown, as previously
stated, is a rarity and usually

Commercial Club, and Penney, De
Queen’s “one man mineral survey,”’
took the samples to the office of
Geologist Thorn, who is head of the
geology department of the vast
Kraft paper mill company which
owns thousands of acres near Mur-
freesboro and where a thriving cin-
nabar mining industry is now under
way.

According to Mabry, the geologist
instantly saw the possibilities of the
samples and compared them with
stones taken from the Murfreesboro
mines. The stones were identical in
appearance.

Thorn expressed keen interest in
visiting the Sevier county deposits,
Mabry said. He told of having in-
spected every cinnabar mine in the
world, with exception of two small
ones located on islands, and de-
scribed the formation at the Sevier
county location, although he had

Branner said. About two-thirds
of this production has been made
since January 1.

One rich body of ore has been
‘struck, he said, with the operat-
ors reporting 60 pounds of mer-
cury recovered from a ton of ore.

occurs in small pockets, accord. | 1 N€ average recovery is 5 to 20
irg to experts. Some of the pounds.
mercury or quicksilver obtained | e
in dthe earll lidaays of California Dr. Branner says, ‘‘I would
and some Italian mercury is ob-~ 2
tained from similar deposits. . eStimate th‘at the total tonnage
Most mercury, however, is ob- of ore passing through furnaces
tained from cinnabar, in which ¥
mercury and sulphur have been NOW 1IN actual use does not ex-
combined by volcanic or some ‘ z
such action, into mercury sul- ceed 78 tons dally’ and may be
TN . less.” ‘‘If the average ore re-
The extent of deposits of the . yeriag for this tonnage is as-
type of ore shown has not been 3
samed to be 10 pounds (instead
of 20 pounds) the total daily re-
covery would be about 780 pounds
or 10.2 flasks of quicksilver which
at $175 per flask would be worth

d ‘md with respect
of justifying the

w.d been obtained
ce at Washington,

ies to Arkansas. Mr.
Dr. Branner and ‘L. A.
yineer-director of the state

'd, went to Washington

.

Quicksilver Corporation Gets
] State Charter.
GAZETT =40

The National Quicksilver Corpora -~
tion of Murfreeshoro, organized to
mine or to contract for-the mining of
cinnabar, quicksilver or *“all other
minerals,” filed articles of incorpora-
‘tion at the office of Secretary of |
State C. G. Hall yesterday. The }
corporation, authorized to issue 2.009
shares of no par value each, will start

determined, Mr. Reed said, but
it is known that Pike and ad-
joining counties abound in rich
cinnabar ore. Exploitation of
those deposits as part of the na-
tional defense program, is one

i
|

\

!

business with a capital of $51,000
in the form of a cinnabar lease.
Incorporators were B, D. Sponhaltz
of Oklahora City, Okla., president;
Charles A. Salyer of Murfreesboro,
vice president, and Rodney Janeway
of Oklahoma, City, secretary-treasurer,
each having 338 shares; and Alfred
Featherston of Murfreesboro, resident
_agent, six shares. o
Coring Tests for Quicksilver
Urged by Branner.
GAZETTE——— 6m26=4
Dr. G. C. Branner, state geologist,
notified Governor Bailey that a rep-
resentative of the Mid-Continent
Quicksilver Company of Arkansas had
said the company is willing to loan a
core drill outfit to the state Mineral |
Survey, if the survey will furnish labor
to operate the outfit in the quciksilver
area. The company alse would fur-
nish a director for the drilling.
Dr. Branner said he believed such
o.program is ‘‘desirable” inasmuch as
‘he .«3_!”,;’7 ~ Department has classified

of the objectives of the office
recently opened in Washington
by the Agricultural and Indus-
trial Commission.

_Recovery of mercury from
cinnabar is relatively simple.

|« The ore can be crushed and

graders.”

heated in any kind of still, even
the crudest. The sulphur burns
off and the mercury vaporizes.

In fact, it is so easily recov-
ered, according to experts, that

cinnabar mine operators have a.
trouble with “high

great deal of

e
$5,000 Worth
5_25954 gmcksmlver

Nine active mining operations
in Pike and Clark counties are
producing about $,600 worth of
quicksilver ore daily in response
to the demand for war purposes,
Dr. George C. Branner reported
after a two day survey of the
Arkansas field.

The state geologist said the
mines, employing about 100 men,
have retorts to handle 162 tons
of furnace ore daily. Ordinarily
,‘ﬁ?g to 200 pounds of quicksilver

are recovered per ton, but one;

. |never seen it.

Penney believes that the Sevier
county deposits cover a wide area
and reach great depths, from his

. ; . ‘
Gurdon TiVMliped Daily

explorations. The area is across on
the west side of Rolling Fork river
from the original deposits found by
Penney.

Mabry said that there is no doubt
ibut that the mineral is now awaiting
|only development by those financial-
ly able to take it out in paying
quantities.

Cinnabar
Operators

Want Roads

Gazethe 8=1-40

Quicksilver mine operators

is flourishing because of national
defense needs, plan to send a com-

partment to ask that an all-weath-
er road be built across the Arkan-

of
southern Arkansas whose industry -

mittee to the state Highway De-

sas quicksilver district.

- The cinnabar (quicksilver) area
extends from the western edge of
Clark county, across Pike county
to the eastern section of Howard

REA Proiect

Democrat 8-411-40

A proposal to extend rural elee-
trification lines into the Arkansas
cinnabar mine area, located in Pike.
Howard and Sevier counties, as a
national defense measure, was being
considered today by the State De-
partment of Public Utilities and the
Rural Electrification Administration.

Thomas Fitzhugh, chairman of the
Utilities Commission, said the pro-
posal to extend the lines and form
a rural electrification co-operative
in the area, considered as necessary
for advancing the quicksilver min-
ing, was advanced by Ray Ward, an
Amity mine operator, and had al-
ready been 'received in favor by
Washington officials. Bl

! Area May Get
|



m d

ton, 3
‘and that Dr. Craig had advised him
he would send an engineer to Ark-
sday to discuss the pro-

jansas . %
‘posal. -A definite answer on the

Gﬁ%es afe Utilities n
‘will communicate with a Washing-
ton representative of the Rural

problem is expected within two: mjectrification Administration seek-

weeks, Mr. Fitzhugh said.

Ward said the -addition of rural
electrical lines to the mining area
was_badly needed to advance the
mining of quicksilver, one of Ark-’
ansas’s most valuable products con-
cerning the national defense pur-
chasing. ;

Road Plans Drafted.

Already the State Highway De-

artment has mapped out a proposed”
3-mile road to be constructed
through the area as a national de-
fense measure. Plans for construc-
tion of the route have been turned
over to the Works Projects Admin-
istration along with other highway
and airport plans considered impor-
tant to national defense.

Several weeks ago REA officials
advised that $285,000 was available
for establishment of new Arkansas
rural electrification co-operatives,
and added that if more REA money
was needed in the state it would
Rveuavailable if the Arkansas projects,

e approved in Washington. To |
date the state still has approximate- |
1y $100,000 available from the first
‘allotted fund.

Power Line to Cinnabar Area
i ed.
"5 ‘eyzette

A pﬁop%’s?ed; ral electric line to |
‘serve the cinnaBar area in Pike,
[0 and Sevier counties will be
surveyed today by an engineer
from the Rural Electrification Ad-

He will be accom-

ministration.
‘panied by Thomas Fitzhugh, chair- |
 man of the state Utilities Commis- |

; Dr. George C. Branner, state
and H. K. Thatcher, di-
r of the Agricultural and In-
istrial Commission.

If the project is considered feas-

ey
>

‘ible, work on the line could start

|ing early action

- Corpor:

on a
extend an power li i
southwest Arkansas cinnabar min-
ing area, Chairman Thomas Fitz-
hugh said yesterday. The proposed
line would be connected with that
of the Southwest Co-operative
ation, Texarkana.
g made with the Ar-

ro

tions are bein

kansas Power and Light Company

for furnishing current.

The cinnabar area extends from
Amity, Clark county, to Center
Point, Howard county.

Mine Near Amity Produces
Good Ore of Mercury.
e

Special to the Gazette.

Fayetteville, Sept. 14—Ore from
a mine near Amity yielded four and

five-eights ounces of mercury from |

24.75 pounds of ore in a sample re-
duction proces here, officials of the
new Southern Mining and Reduc-
tion Company of Fayetteville,
which owns the mine, announced.
Prof. W. R. Spencer of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas was present at
the experiment and helped impro-
vise a retort for the process.
Officials of the new company are
Hal Douglas, busines manager of
the Northwest Arkansas Times,
president; Price Dickson, Fayette-
ville city attorney, secretary-treas-
urer, and R. E. Vandruff, Little
Rock, and O. W. Wheeler and Roy
Ward of Amity, vice presidents,

Judgment of $600 Awarded
Quicksilver Company.

Special to the Gazette, O wi) | =
Murfreesboro, Sepf? 20.—11'11134 Qid-

continent Quicksilver Company was
awarded judgment of $600 against

ne to the|

Negotia- |

in two weeks, Mr. Fitzhugh said.|the United States Mercury ' Com-~
The cinnabar area is without elec- | pany by a jury in Circuit Court

B S e e B B S
C;nnabar |

Area Likely
ToGet Power

B-16-40

- The ‘Ruraﬁ'%?ecitrilgcation Ad-
ministration will do “everything in
‘its power” to build rural power
lines into the cinnabar area of
Southwest Arkansas, R. J. Bemish
Jr. of Washington, D. C. power
_consultant to the REA administra-
tor, said last night.

. u/ﬁ Bemi

. :
mish returned late yester- |
‘day from a tour of the area withi
_sta officials, investigating the
gen'lihility of granting an REA
loan to extend rural electric lines |
in the area.

. He said:farmers and mine op-
| erators are extremely anxious to

"becuro a power line and indica-
tions are the REA will assist them.
(Chz;naba'r is the ore from which
‘mercury is obtained. Mercury is |
a product vital to the national de- |
fense program being used in many |
industries including the manufae- |
turing of shells and firing caps.

| Present Operations Said
'Only to Scratch Surface.

" He found the entire area ex-
periencing an overnight boon due
to the closing of Sanish deposits
of the mineral which formerly sup-
plied the greater part of American
mercury. The Arkansas area for-
- merly supplied between five and
10 per cent of the domestic con-
sumption, he said, and indications
are that it may supply as much as
50 per cent in the future. He said
| present operations were ‘“only
 seratching the surface.”
: officials making the trip

with Mr. Bemish were Thomas |

Fitzhugh, Utilities Commission
_chairman; state Geologist George

C. Branner; and H. K. Thatcher,
executive director of the state
- Agricultural and Industrial Com-
‘mission.

Mr. Fitzhugh said construction
of the lines would start in two
weeks if the extension was con-
sidered feasible. Mr. Branner said
‘use of electric power would reduce
costs of mining operations c¢on«
siderably.

.

a breach of contract. The Mid-
continent company alleged it had
processed more than 400 tons of cin-

|| nabar ore to extract mercury for

the United States Mercury Company

|and that a balance of $774 was due
‘for the processing. About 2 and 1-2
| flasks of mercury is held by the
| sheriff under an attachment issued
| when the suit was filed.

Judge Minor Millwee set next
Wednesday for trial of the election
contest brought by County and Cir-
cuit Clerk C. G. Bolin against J. D.
Thompson, for the office of repre-
sentative. Each side has challenged
approximately 500 votes.

Cinnabar
Mines to Get

'REA Line

azetie . 9=24-40

Washington, Sept. 23 (#). — The
Rural Electrification Administra-
tion announced today allotment of
$240,000 to make power available
for operating 18 Arkansas cinnabar
mines. .

The allotment was to the South-
west Arkansas Electric Co-operat-
ive, Texarkana. The 154 miles of
line would serve 403 members in
Pike and Clark counties in addi-

‘
2
| G
,

tion to the mines.. The REA said
electrification of the mines would

double or treble their quicksilver
production and aid national de-
fense.

Cheaper Power Expected To

Boom Production.

Gazette—o=24-40

Cheaper power will cause a new
boom in the cinnabar mining dis-
trict, mine operators said. Many
claims, which are not being worked
because of the low quality ore, will
be profitable with cheap power, it
was said.

Electricity is highly important in

| mine operations. It is used for light
|in the mines and to. force air into
'them as well as operate power
| drills, lifts’ and other equipment.
Most of the operators have beén
forced to produce their own electric
power on small portable gasoline
units, at high cost. :

Much of the low quality ore is
not removed from the mines. The
new power rates will make the ore
profitable. } g

It is probable electrical transport
equipment for hauling ore«from the

mines to reduction plants will be

‘placed in service when the cheaper
power becomes available..

" | State Highway 27, which almost

DESPITE DISHEARTENING HA
CINNABAR DISTRICT IS PROSPERING WITH
VER PRICE UP TO DIZZY HEIGHTS

Gazetie. 0=22-40 |

By CLOVIS COPELAND.

(Staff Correqundent of the Gazette.)

| Murfreesboro, Sept. 21.—A big in-|
crease in the price of quicksilver|
caused by the European war and|
the national defense program has
caused a new boom in the rich
cinnabar district of this section and
provided the incentive for miners to
resume the'r battle against bad |
roads and high power costs to ex-
tract the precious metal.

Prospectors who invested their
all and faced the handicaps with- ‘
| out outside assistance see a chance
to reap their rewards on an ab-
normal markef, from which they
can build their own roads and pro-
vide power to continue operations|
when the emergency ends.

The story of the district is no
different from that of other virgin
fields. Prospectors have known all
along that the metal was there in/
rich quantities. However they were
forced to use gasoline motors for
| power and move the reduction
| units from mine to mine.

This has meant that much of the
manpower has been used in oper-
ations other than removing the
ore and extracting the quicksilver.
The current price is approximately
$90 a flask (about 76 pounds) above
the normal price, which means that
even with crude methods of ex-
traction, a fair profit can be real-
ized.

i Indications are that imports of
\the metal will be cut off or cur-
| tailed to a great extent. The United |
States ordinarily produces only 54!
per cent of the quicksilver it con-|
| sumes. This new field therefore is
| becoming of great importance and
| is being watched closely by officials
of the national defense program.

Despite handicaps, the region has |
produced more than a million dol- |
lars worth of quicksilver since the/
first flask was shipped out about|
nine years ago.

Industry Carried on Under
Discouraging Conditions. I

Cinnabar has been found in al
| narrow belt about 26 miles long and I
a maximum of six miles wide, all}
the way across north central Pike |
county and extending a short dis-
1 tance into Howard and Clark coun-
ties. The best road in the area is

bisects the district.

The country is rough and cut up
by the Little Missouri river and{
lAntoine creek, both of which flood
the lowlands in the fall and spring.
The section has been useful only}

for its timber, except for some} }§
farming in the creek and river
bottoms. i

Little of the area ever. has been
inhabited. Prospectors were forced
to cut their own roads to the mines,
and to ford the mountain streams
or construct rude bridges.

Small reduction units and only
absolutely necessary mining equip-
ment has been carried into the in-|
terior until recently, when two of
the larger concerns built temporary |
bridges which would permit passage|
of trucks carrying heavier Diesel;
equipment. |

The Arkansas Quicksilver Com-
pany plant, one of the leading pro-
ducers of the area, can be reached
only by travers'ng a six-mile road,
which is knee-deep in dust in the
summer and impassable with mud
in the winter. e r

The reduction plant is situate .
on one side of the Little Missouri From Cinnabar Ore. _ }
river and the principal m'ne of the | The cinnabar ore is usually
company is on the other side. A | brought from the mine in large
small temporary bridge is used by | chunks then crushed into smaller|

| trucks transporting the ore from | s'zes, from one to two inches in
} mine to plant. This winter, small | diameter. Then the ore is placed|
| boats will be pressed into service. in large pans and placed in special- |

KEven with this system, the planti ly constructed heating units. The
ihs payingh Adivc';det?ds.l '{h‘; ;:oncerr;l quicksilver and sulphur form a gas,

as purchase he latest type of! ; y 3
mining and refining processes, and | WhItCh i éorceihthroﬁiggf{s;vizoli&%‘
has been doing some reduction | System. ¥t 34 edq +8 the bt “

k for smaller mine units in tha| ¢0T0€S 2 fluid and drops to the bot-

g’xpera. R tom of a second cooling system.
The sulphur gas escapes through a
vent.

The quicksilver 'is purified
through the use of heated lime. It
then is placed in flasks, and is
ready for the market. It leaves even |
the crude refining plants in the
purest form.

Geologists say that if roads from|
the mines could be improved, it
Some ore veins have been dis- would be more profitable to install
covered on the surface, reaching to large reduction plants in a central
a 0 feet. The veins usu- i he ore to the|
| allglgglm%gtg%ﬁ course. Shafts ]p‘i::ﬁi:.n' s g it |
follow the veins from a central This would make possible a sys-
'shaft, from which the ore is re- tematic reduction of certain. types
‘moved in large buckets. | :

ow Quicksilver Is Produced

Mining is difficult because of the
! nature of the underground struc-

tures.

The ore is as r'ch as any known
deposits. Some has produced 1,000
pounds of metal to a ton of ore.
This is unusual, however. The usual
ore produces from 15 to 50 pounds.'
of quicksilver per ton.

of ore at the same time and greatlv the development include State

reduce the expense of the operation.
It would elimiuzate waste.

The power problem may be solved
within the next year. Engineers say
that a dam on Little Missouri river
would provide all the power neces-
sary. However preliminary surveys
have indicated that the impounded
water would flood some of the
mast valuable mines.

Engineers of the Arkansas Power
& Light Company are said to be
working on the idea of supplying
the area from Remmel or Carpen-|
ter dams near Hot Springs, or from |
other dams which could be con-!
structed on the Ouachita river. The
existing dams are not more than
30 miles from the center of the dis-|
trict. s . !

.

Industry’s Hardy Pioneers
Still Doing Business.

Most of the adventurers who
opened the fields in 1931 still are
operating. Leo Yount, who erected
the first two plants and started
mining in August, 1931, now is in
charge of one of the largest and |
most modern plants. - o

beerl active in f

;!
X

' Others who have

ICA

PS,RICH

—Garette Statf Photos.

The top picture shows J. Barrett, left, and H. Stewart, working 260 feet under the ground in the
Parker Hill mine, where the first cinnabar deposit was discovered in the southwestern Arkansas
Quicﬂsilver district near Murfreesboro. The bottom picture shows the modern reduction plant of the
! Arkansas Quicksilver Company, where the quicksilver is extracted from tle ore, :

Geologist George C. Branner, M. J.
Shortaw, R. C. Rohrdanz, J. F.
Funk, N. H. Stearn, Walter F.
Hintze, N. K. Clemmensen and
Ralph Cranston.

Mr. Yount still is operating the
Parker H:ll mine, from which the
first commenrcial ore v-as removed.
It still is one of the most produc-
tive in the distriet.

Mr. Hintze, who hecame inter-
ested iIn the ore while connected
with the diamond mines, less than
10 miles from the district. is one of
the successful overators. He started
with a p'ck and shovel and a stake
of less than $50. He has financed |
hgs own operations from the begin-'
ning.

Mines in the district are being
operated day and night. The oper-
ators say the field has passed the
promotional stage and that the
production of quicksilver in pay-
ing quantit’es is a reality. It is ex-
pected that production will be in-.
creased at least 25 per cent during
the next two months. Additional
increases will depend upon the con-
ditions of the roads. 5

The miners hope to interest some
agency which will. construet at
lJeast a basic road system for the
area, as a national defense proj-

ect or as a communi erprise

]
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Work Begun
On Cinnabar

Electric Line
7 9=27 =40 :

Special to the Gazette.
' Murfreesboro, Sept. 26.—Engi-
neers arrived today and crews im-
mediately started surveying and ob-
:taining right-of-way for the 152-
mile rural electric line to serve the
\s'ection’s cinnabar mines.
| The REA has allotted $240,000
for the project, and the War De-
partment, seeking to speed up pro-

duction of quicksilver in the de-
'fense program, has issued an order
eliminating the large bond usually imercury deposits.

county line through Pike
eastern boundary of Howard. Com-
pany officials said that the work |
scheduled called for the clearing of
all the right-of-way in 18 days and
that construction of the line will
follow immediately. Several miles
of rural line to serve farmers in
the southern part of Pike county
will be built as soon as the cinna-
bar line is completed. It is expect-
ed the line eventually will cover the
entire rural section of Pike county.

Expert Coming to

ViexoSianaber. Area o

tor of the geological survey divi-
sion of the Interior Department has
been sent to Arkansas to inspect _the
mercury field there for possible
further expansion in connection
with the national defense program:
‘David D. Terry said today. -
Dr. John Reed is the expert,

from Washington, and other inveeu=y
gators now doing field work are to |

join him in .surveying the taste'si

required of purchasers. The Ar-" This is the result of efforts made
kansas Power and Light Company {previously by Terry and other mem- '
will furnish electricity. The line'bers of the Arkansds delegation to

also will serve 362 farmers.
The cinnabar belt ex
twehsetern part-

the western boun

aee

dary of Clar

county through Pike to the east-

ern part of Howard county.

Cinnabar
Mining Firms

Merged

Gazette. 10=6=40

tends from velop domestic
g ... rather than
k other countries.

persuade the defense agencies to de-
strategic minerals
importing them from
The federal men
will study the ciunabar deposits in
the southweste ~ .part of the state.

‘Government
Buys Mercury

In Arkansas

4

ry.
Q,a%e te—3E~1~-

ashington, Oct. 31 (&).—Sen-
ator Caraway and Representatives %
Cravens and Terry, Arkansas Dem-
ocrats, announced today the gov:
ernment would buy $125,000 to
$150,000 worth of Arkansas mercury :
under a’' contract recently awarded
to Mercury Mines, Inc., Pike coun
ty, Ark.

They said the contract would §
give employment to about 100 per:
sons in Pike county, direct atten-:
tion to Arkansas’s mineral re-
sources and perhaps result in se-
lection of other firms in the state
for defense contracts.

Many Jobs
Provided In

CinnabarArea:

11=8«40

By JAMES D. MONTGOMERY.

(Staff Correspondent of the Gazette.)

Amity, Nov. 2.—Southwest Ar-
kansas’'s cinnabar field, which
landed the state’s first national de-

—Gazette Staff Photo.

b R Merdury to be sold to the United States government under Arkansas’s first national defense con-
fense contivit, § Jegviding gtoens tract will be extracted from cinnabar-at the plant of Mercury Mines, Inc., located on a Pike county

May Open Way For
Further Sales Of

‘Mineral in State.
Democrat—310=20-40

;‘rill((ie p:;t(;tl;:r;m:;:ix;en:esfic:;:&o mountainside overlooking Big Antoine creek and ne ighboring Clark cou

P. H. Rowe, merchant, estimated 5°% 3 :
today. t’ rough ore bin, crushed ere bin, hopper room, furnace and condensers; 3

_.Most cinnabar miners are farm- cmnabar man explained. “You get A
ers whose regular incomes needed on the ore and stay with it. purs
Cinnabar

Murfreesboro, Oct. 5—A consoli-
dation of the Craig Mining Com-
pany and the Southern Mining and
Reduction Company was announced
here today. The new company will
be known as the Craig Mining Com-
pany and has an authorized capital
stock of $100,000. j

‘Company officials announced
that they obtained a new lease on

By B. N. TIMMONS. bolstering. A comparatively small How Mercury Is ‘Made.
(Democrat Washington Bureau.) number of men handling technical | The plant which will supply the
Washington — A government cons details came from other states. government’s defense order i's

tract has been awarded to Mercury Even Arkansas coal miners can |perched on a steep slope, practi-
Mines, Inc., for the purchase of 2 he found in the rapidly growing cally a bluff, which overlooks Big

the Lula Bell property, containing
40 acres, which lies in the heart of
‘the cinnabar belt, and also a lease
on 40 acres belonging to the Ozan y;day in a
Lumber Company joining the Bell Senator Hattie W. Caraway and Rep-
tract. The new leases specify that| resentatives Fadjo Cravens and Da=-
the company must go on a produc-| vid D. Terry.

tion basis and operate constantly
at least 56 man hours per day, ]
which would take the company out| week, the announcement said.
of the prospecting class and place'
Officials
d been ed

it the producing class.
said that orders already ha

placed for new machinery, includ-

ing a 25-ton reduction tank.
DEMEE gL |OmEma0
Cinnabar Power Line
Hearing Date Set

.Hearing on the application of the

Southwest Arkansas Electric Co-op-
erative Corporation for permission

to construct a line into the cinnabar

producing areas of Pike and Clark

counties will be held by the state
Utilities on
v ¥ p. m. The
|Rural Electrification Administration antimony and bauxite.

irecently approved a loan for con-

Department of Publi¢
Friday, October 11, at

[

[ o

istruction of the line. _ A ol

innabar Firms l;l:roived In
Sale to Remain Separate,

‘Special to the Gazette. | (Joe O wadl
Murfreesboro, Oct.—LSEJ—R'gy Wgrd.
vice president and engineer of the
Southern Mining Company, said
today that an article appearing in
the Arkansas Gazette Sunday stat-
ing tha_t the Southern Mining and
Rgdpctlon Company and the Craig
Mlmr_lg Company had consolidated
was in error. Mr. Ward said that
the Craig Mining Company was
taken over as a subsidiary by the
Southern Mining and Reduction
Cjompany and will be operated and
financed by the parent company
as a separate holding. He said the
Southern Mining and Reduction
Company will continue operations.

Cinnabar
Section Power
Line Started

10=16-40

Bpecial to the Gazette.

Murfreesboro, Oct. 15.—Work was
resumed today on the construction
of the REA line into the cinnabar
belt. Work had been suspended for
/10 days while mining company and
REA officials attempted to reach an
agreement on the power purchase
contract. ]

Approximately 300 farmers and
farm laborers started clearing
right-of-way through the district,
which extends from the Clark

|
|
1

“sugstantial quantity” of dmtercgrytlndustry
produced in the cinnabar district o ¢ s
Pike county, it was announced Sat- Tl;{e avgrag3e5 wag: fo; u}rllsgilleﬂ
joint statement from WOrkers 1s i bl R R
superintendent said. Miners work
eight hours a day. .
$120,000 Contract.

The formal contract will be exe-  The plant of Mercury Mines, Inc.
cuted ' during the early part of the located seven miles southeast of
here in Pike, county, will‘ deln{er

It is understood, they said, “that750 flasks of mercury, prime vir-
this is the first contract to be award- gin, clean and bright, - domestic,
to an Arkansas firm for the pur- containing at least 99.5 per cent
chase by the government of strategic mercury,” to a government ware-
minerals durin”g the current arma=-pgouse at Columbus, O. in the en-
ment. program. suing year, under terms of a con-

They considered the contract to be ¢tract with the Treasury Depart-
igf lgreat ‘iﬁa]u."ﬁ én that t?rough it ment Procurement Division, The

mployment wil be given 10 men N yni¢ price of a 76-pound flask will
| the state and it will also “pave the be $160, the total amount, $120,000.

|way for the award to the citizens of A A : B
| Arkansas of other contracts for the Operations will be resumed Tues-

| purchase by the government of stra-day or the early part of the fol-
| tegic materials.” lowing week. The first delivery
| It was pointed out that efforts are Will be made about December 1.

being made to interest the defense Seventy-five men will be em-

|

Antoine creek, a boundary between
Pike and Clark counties. Cinna-
bar is dumped into a rough ore bin
beside a road at the top of the
bluff, from which it passes into
a crushed ore bin_and thence to a
hopper which feeds a Nichols-Her-
reschoff furnace having a daily
leapacity of 50 tons. Stanley Pigg,
23, superintendent, said 10 pounds
to the ton is a conservative aver-

age estimate for the mercury yield up production soon, Harry Slattery, |

which will start in a few days.
Part of the holdings produce 106
pounds per ton.

As the rock is heated by a 1,400
to 1,600-degree temperature in the
furnace, vapor which rises is
blown through condensers to form
mercury. Most mercury is caught
at the front of the condensers. |
Fine particles settle in tall red-
wood tanks at the end of the con-

Production
1l=5=40

Gazette

Washington, Nov. 4 (&).—Con-
struction of additional rural
lines in Arkansas will enable the
cinnabar mines of that state to step

administrator of the Rural Electri-
fication Administration, said today.
Cinnabar is the ore from which

mercury is extracted and is vital
to the national defense program.
Until recently, much of the mer-
cury used in American production
had been supplied from Spanish
mines. Before these deposits were
closed to the American market,

power |

denser row. A hot lime treatment only 5 to 10 per cent of domestic

agencies in the development and pur=-

chase of other Arkansas minerals, ployment would increase his store which break away

ployed. Mr. Rowe said this em-

purifies the mercury. Particles
on the lime

including manganese, quartz crystals, husiness to the extent of $3,000 a board form rolling globules.

“The government is manifesting
‘an increasing interest in the miner-
al resources of Arkansas,”
“and durin, the past week has sen¥
experts from the United States Ge-
ological Survey into western Arkan=
sas for the purpose of studying mere
cury anda manganese deposits.”

Delivery Of
Mercury To
Start Dec. 1

‘ Cazette—10~351=40
|~ Arkansas's first national defense
contract, awarded to Mercury.
Mines, Inc., calls for the delivery |
of $120,000 worth of prime virgin

mercury, 750 76-pound flasks hav-
ing a unit price of $160 per flask,

in a 12-month period, starting to-

morrow.

The first delivery will be made
about December 1, said James F.
| Pigg, vice president and general
manager of Mercury Mines, Inc.,
which received a purchase order
from the Branch of Supply, Pro-
curement Division, Treasury De-
partment, yesterday. The flasks
will be delivered to a government
warehouse at Columbus, O.

Mercury Mines, Inc., maintains a
Nichols - Herreschoff quicksilver
furnace having a daily capacity of
50 tons at its plant, located in Pike
ounty, seven miles southeast of

|

Amity, Clark county. The com- Mines' deposits was discovered
pany, a reorganization of the for- while a road was being built. A
mer Mid - Continent Quicksilver tunnel extending 60 feet into a

he

414 Union
Little Rock.

month.
War Boomed Market.
The European war boomed the

* they said, market for mercury, which “makes Steel S
» of a shell, before With an iron screw plug slightly farmer-members.

the detonation
defense preparations started in the
United States. Ammunition manu-
facturers have been taking a large
part of the output. A chemical
company has been buying from the
Caddo Quicksilver Corporation at
$181 to $183 a flask. Representa-

tives of the Western Cartridge kettles about the size of a big .
., recently garden sprinkler. What appears to | ¢

Company; St. Louis, Mo
inspected the field. New private
contracts, possibly others for na-
tional defense, are expected. A
power line extension of the Rural
Electrification Administration is
nearly complete.

“This is the biggest potential
field in the United States,” Paul
Reinhard, mine superintendent
Caddo Quicksilver, said. “If t
were in Arizona or anywhere else
in the West, there’d be a mine on|
every hill.” Other operators report-
ed Maj. William Thorne, mining
authority at Murfreesboro, has as-
serted the field still could be pro-
ducing 100 years from now.

The largest producer in the 26 by
8 mile field is Leo Yount’s Arkan-
sas Quicksilver Mines on Little
Missouri river, described in an ar-
ticle in the September 22 Gazette.
Mr. Yount, pioneer in the cinnabar
development, formerly operated a
predecessor to Mercury Mines.
Geologists say Mercury, leasing 1,-
800 acres and owning 103, has the
largest holdings.

‘Grass Roots’ Mining. ;

Mr. Rowe said one of Mercury

jllside is a continuation of devel-
%nt? which started at this road.
¢ is ‘grass r"ueh" ‘mining,” a

The government contract pro-
vides that the mercury must be
packed in clean wrought-iron or
flasks, securely stoppered

lubricated with oil, white lead “or

other suitable lubricant.” They will
be shipved from Glenwood.
Deceptive in Weight.

The silvery liquid-like substance

is deceptive in its weight. Two

hundred pounds can be placed in

be a teacupful, barely covering the

bottom of a Kkettle. weighs six

pounds. ; g
New Prospectors Daily.

The field, discovered 10 years
ago, gets new. attention daily from
prospectors, speculators and in-
dustrialists . A conservative Pike

for county business man who request- jines to
his ed his name not be used said he geposits.

considered his mining stock “a safe
investment.” Under ordinary cir-
cumstances, the nation was pro-
ducing only about half the quick-
silver it consumed.

In addition to operators previous-
ly mentioned, developers include V.
B. Lewis, Wright & Guest, Gene
Holmes, the U. S. Mercury Com-
pany, the Big Six, Wheeler's and
William Snyder, new operator.

Mine owners have organized the-

Arkansas Quicksilver Production
Association, with headquarters at
Murfreesboro, to serve as a mar-
ket¥dag group as well as a medium
for contracts with the REA. Ed
Kanady of the Big Six is associa-
tion secretary. .-

The operators are hesitant to say
a boom is under way, but declare
“this is going to be the greatest
thin,a: this part of the country ever

i .

needs were supplied by a few Ar-
kansas mines.

On September 24, the REA al-
lotted $240,000 to the Southwest Ar-
kansas Electric Co-operative Cor-
poration, at Texarkana, to serve 18
cinnabar mines, as well as 403

The cinnabar field in Pike, How-
ard and Clark counties in south-
west Arkansas will benefit.
Lines Will Be Completed To
_Several Mines This Week.
Gazette—3I=5=4
The REA lines are expected to be
ompleted to several mines in the
innabar area this week. Construc-
tion was delayed several weeks
. while mine operators and the REA
agreed on rates. A contract, agree-
able to both parties, was approved
at a conference several weeks ago,
called by the state Utilities Com-
mission. The REA has expressed
interest in construction of new
other areas with mineral

o e 5

Mercury of
Arkansas

Finds Favor

razette 11=10-40

National defense authorities are
convinced there is an “almost limit-
less” supply of mercury in the Ar-
kansas cinnabar mines, Will G.
Akers, Little Rock lawyer, said
yesterday. ;

He returned yesterday from
Washington, D. C., after spending
' more than four months represent-
'ing the Mercury Mines, Inc., of.

s

4

i

nty. The plant is seven miles

theast of Amity. The rocks and mercury obtained from them follow a down-hill route through a

and packing room. YA
Akers said it was the first con-
tract for “strategic” war materials,
issued by the government to an
Arkansas firm. It has been the pol-
icy of national defense officials to
tap the domestic supply of the ma- .
terials, only after foreign supplies.
are exhausted, unless they were
confident the domestic supply was
adequate for a long period, he said.
At Jleast three government ex-
perts inspected the fields and pro-

. nounced the supply adequate, be-

fore the contract was signed, he

id.

He said the officials were “sold”
on the Arkansas fields and pre-
| dicted other contracts would follow
| soon. He explained that the for-!
eign supply, coming mestly from
Spain and Italy, had been cut off
in recent months, but an inferior
quality of raercury was coming
from Mexico.

Financing Aided.

A recent law (Public Law No.
811, approved October 9, 1940), will
greatly aid in financing production
of Jarge government contracts from
the Arkansas mines, the lawyer
said. He explained the contracts!
would be available to banks and
other lending institutions as col-
lateral. |

Mr. Akers said much credit for |
obtaining the contract should be|
given Congressmen D. D. Terry and |
Fajo Cravens; Senator Caraway;
Governor-elect Adkins and H. K.
Thatcher, executive director of the
Arkansas Agricultural and In-
dustrial Commission.

Compromise
On Cinnabar

Power Sought,

Alarmed over the possibility that
construction of an electric power
line into the cinnabar area of South-
west Arkansas may be halted be-
cause of refusal of operators to sign |

. contracts for power, the State De- !

partment of Public Utilities sched- !
uled a conference with the miners
in Murfreesboro at 2 p. m. today.

“We are determined to find out the
cause of this trouble,” Thomas Fitz-
hugh, chairman of the commission,
said.

R. J. Bemish, national defense con-
sultant for the Rural Electrification
Administration, which is building the
liney threatened last night to aban-
don the project at 4 p. m. today un-
less the mine operators sign con-
tracts for power. The line, now un-
der construction, is to extend 152
miles and cost $110,000. Already,
about $60,000 has been spent on con-
struction.

Abandonment of the line, it was
feared in some quarters, would
jeopardize the only defense contract
awarded in. Arkansas to date. That
contract for $120,000 worth of mer=
cury was recently given to the
Quicksilver Mines Inc., which oper-

‘Murfreesboro, which

ates in that area.

e  The contract was not made, it was
| ' reported, umtit electric power’ as



. Proj
iliti

through approval of tf!e

Fitzhugh said abandonment of the

‘3 the state. It is the first project
of its type ever approved by REA
he explained, and added tha
at this critical stage would not only
immeasurably handicap development
of the cinnabar area, but would de-
lay exploitation. of other mineral
| resources of the state.

. Prior to meeting with the mine op-
| erators, Mr, Fitzhugh could not say
'what caused the situation. “An un-
fortunate misunderstanding” ove- . a

rate factor might be the difficulty, .

he said, but added that “we are go-
ing to get to the bottom of it.”

That “misunderstanding” came
about in making rate revisions to
~meet mine operators’ objections to
the rate structure set up when the
project was started.

Mr, Fitzhugh also said the depart-
ment was an::ious to rescue the Cin-
nabar area line because the national
defense council ~ was counting on

! Arkansas mercury production in its
plans.

- Of the 20 mines operating in the
three-county area, it was said that
-only four operators had siened con-
hnc‘ts to take the power. Electricity
to energize the line is to be purchas-
ed wholesale from the Arkansas
Power and Light Company.
_ Chairman Fitzhugh called the con-
tract made with the utility firm “the
-most favorable rate ever made for a
‘similar type of project.”’) /—/ 4 1/ »

CinnabarArea

3 - Work on a 152-mile rural electric |

1 e in Pike, Howard and Clark
counties to serve more than 20 cin-
- 2 %

nabar mines will be stopped at 4 p.

m. today unless mine operators sign |

'tﬁgntracts for electric power by that
time, R. E. Bemish of Washington,
‘national defense consultant for the

ural Electrification Administra-

n, and Thomas Fitzhugh, chair-

1an of the state Utilities Commis-
sion, ..id last night.” Mr. Fitz-
'ﬂ‘ilgh- will meet with members of
‘the Quicksilver Producers’ Asso-
‘ciation at Murfreesboro at' 2 p. m.
. aAy to deliver the message from

~ Construction of the line, estimat-
‘ed to cost $110,000, was started in
September after the association ten-
‘tatively agreed to contract for the
electric service. A “great majori-
ty” of the producers have not yet
signed the contract, Mr. Bemish
‘said.

If construction is stopped, Mr
Bemish and Mr. Fitzhugh said they

would request the REA adminis- |

trator to “ask for an investigation

‘of the obstruction of the projeect.”

_ The line was approved by the
as a national defense project

to facilitate production of cinna-
, from which quicksilver is pro-
duced. One of the producers, Quick-
silver Mines, Inc., recently was
awarded a government contract for
1$120,000 worth of quicksilver, Ar-
‘kansas’s only defense contract.

‘construction is stopped, this com- |

)any will not be able to secure elec-
tric power, Mr. Bemish said.
~ Power for the line would be

‘bought wholesale from the Arkan- |

'sas Power and Light Company.

 “Becauseof the need for mate-
‘rials in other parts of the country,
it is doubtful if construction can
‘be started again if work is halted.”
‘Mr. Bemish said. “This project is
‘a precedent for the country and we
‘had planned to extend lines to oth-
er areas in Arkansas with rich min-
~eral deposits without electric serv-

& ”»

%& Utilities Commission origi-

ed the project and secured ap-
val of the REA.

C?mabar |
Miners Sign
REA Contract

! 11=~15-40

- By CLAUDE CURLIN.

- (Staff Correspondent of the Gazette.).
Kﬁﬂmgsboro, Nov. 14.—A threat
~ the Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration to halt construection on
a 110-mile rural electric line into
the cinnabar area in Pike, Howard
and Clark counties was removed
today when six of the operators
signed contracts for electric power.
The last remaining obstacle to the

é&(:t. = e
Department. Chairman s

%nwn' line project would be a blow |

t failure DB

the
ional

>

tion would be stopped unless the
contracts were signed by 4 p. m.
today. Tonight he said the project
will be rushed to completion. Some
of the mines may have power
available by Saturday morning.

- New Contract to Be Asked.

Operators objected to certain fea-
tures of the contract. They signed
after Chairman Thomas Fitzhugh
of the commission assured them !
that the writing of a new contract |
to clarify the disputed points will
be recommended to REA by the
state commission.

The contract establishes a de-
mand billing of $1.50 a month per
kilowatt plus energy charges of
2.5 cents per kilowatt hour for the
first 50 kwh, 1.2 cents for the next
100 kwh and eight-tenth cent for
all other power. The Southwest Ar-
kansas Co-Operative Corporation,
which will serve the line, will buy
power wholesale from the Arkan-
sas Power and Light Company at
8.5 mills per kilowatt hour. i

Operators objected to a clause in
the contract requiring them to pay ‘
'a demand charge for each meter.
‘Some  of the said all meters
would not be used at all time. The
REA agreed to waive the demand
billing on meters not -in use.

Companies that signed were: Su-
perior Mercury Mines, Arkansas
Quicksilver Mines, Inc.,, Big Six
Mining Company, Southern Min-
ing and Reduction Company, Mer-
cury Mines, Inc, and Wright &

|

Guess. At least six others have
indicated they will approve the
contract.

Mr. Fitzhugh Sees Warning.

|

the line go through, said

pany, s
- stallation and operation of a 50-ton

for the in-

aid today that
bought equipment

quicksilver mining and production
plant and that three truck loads
of machinery probably will arrive
here tomorrow. He said that in-
stallation will begin immediately.

Mr. Salyer said that 10 or 15 men
will be employed to clear up the
grounds and set up the machinery.
and that 75 men will be employed
when mining operations are begun.

Rodney Janeway, of Oklahoma
City, secretary-treasurer of the
company, is expected to arrive next
week. Bert Sponhaltz, president,
also of Oklahoma City, will com-
mute by plane between here and

Oklahoma City to help direct the!

work. The company is a stock-
holding company with authorized
capital stock of $100,000. Its hold-
ings lie in the heart of the cinna-

bar belt.

Death Postpones Caddo Meeting.
A meeting of the Board of Direc-

tors of the Caddo Quicksilver Com- |

pany, scheduled for today, was
postponed because of the funeral of
the mine superintendent, M. J.
(“Scotty’’) Eunson, who was killed
in an automobile accident Tuesday
night.

Jack Pate, official of the com-

pany, said that a successor to Mr.
Eunson will be chosen soon and
that the assistant superintendent
may be elected to the position. Mr.
Eunson was one of the organizers
of the company and also was a
director.

Value of Quicksilver
Shows Big Increase.
Gazette—312=-22-40

The value of quicksilver produced

N Conabar Thl

To Make Pike

Murfreesboro—The development
of the “Cinnabar” area in Pike
county for the past three years has
been slow:but steady until the past

coupled with the United States de-
{ fense program, has created a strong
market at premium prices, and de-
;‘elopment has increased according-
Y. >

Seven “major” companies with
working stock and capitalization of
more than $100.000 are now oper-
;ating, most of them on two eight-
{ hour "shifts. “Cinnabar” has been
I found over an area about 15 miles
1in length and one-half mile in width
| extending from the western edge of
| Howard county across Pike into the
| eastern edge of Clark county, near
Amity.

This ledge runs in a southwesterly, |

northeasterly direction and shafts
have been driven as deep as 200 feet
into the earth.

Similar to gold veins, the cinnabar
| veins run in fissures extending
down, and then thinning out and the
{ veins must again be located before
| continuing. Situated in the hill sec-
| tion of Pike county, nearly through
| the center running ‘west and east, it
i has proved to be one of the really
large and growing industries of the
state.

The seven major companies now
i operating are:
| Caddo  Quicksilver = Company,
Cottrell reductidn plant, with a
| Gould condensing system; Mr. Pate,
organizer and manager.

Mid-Continent, with a Hershoff

i

Mr. Fitzhugh, in explaining the in the Southwest Arkansas cinna- | retort; Frank Pigg, manager.
desire of the commission to see barfield this year will exceed the

Superior Mines, Inc.; Gould redﬁC—

“This total amount paid for mercury from | tion plant recently installed; V. B. |

will be a wholesome thing for the the field since major production | Lewis, owner and operator.

entire state.
tion to the existing pr

ties that they cannot sit idly by ed yesterday.

It will be an admoni- was was started in 1931, Dr. George e
jvate utili- C. Branner, state geologist, estimat- | Gould reduction_plant, R. B. McEIl- |
| waine and Leo Yountz, owners and |

He said production
of

Ii |

75_\

‘If we don’t develop this was around 4,000 flasks, «
If you pounds each, daily. Prices this year
have not been below $165 a flask,
the current price.

and say:
{ area then no one can/
had depended upon private com-

| panies, you wouldn’t have this line * Dy Branner said during the nine-
under construction now.” year period from 1931 through 1939
He said the Southwestern Gas total production in the field was 4,-

898 flasks which sold for $393,261.-

and Electric Company refused to p5'mpe 1931 production was only 305
build the line bec: ise its officials flasks, worth $15,200. i
believed the area would not be Production this year would ex-|
profitable. The Arkansas Power ceed 4,000 flacks, based upon the |
and Light Company agreed to build |present daily output,.Dr. Branner |
the line but proposed to secure a |said. He estimated the total value
cash contribution of $40,000 from |of the production at $700,000.
the mine operators, he said. REA Spurred by an increased demand
later agreed to lend to the A. P, as a result of the defense program,
and L. sufficient funds to con- operators in the area greatly ex-
struct the line for 25 years at panded operations this year At
2 1-4 per cent interest, but the DPresent, there are 12 active and 10
offer was refused, Mr. Fitzhugh inactive mines in the Pike, Howard
| said. and Clark county fields. Seven
Other areas’ rich in mineral de- furnages and four retoras are also
si : N rv. operating. :
Fe Would stand less chance of AR even greater production was,
: : gt redicted by Dr. Branner. u=
i e gt 1 e g were‘ll"al Electrification Administration

abandoned. “Not only would it 4
f f has completed a high-voltage power
Burt you operators but it would be line into the section to serve the

::::‘tm:f“tt‘;: to tt};e mi{letra:! i“"l"%’ mines. A continued demand would

Mr. Fitzh;g?l;1 s;ied st:ee;'atee“::xln-. | przng :(;L‘ntfonaopf r%s&e:;g-e s;?é el
_pares favorably.witn the rate of—‘m o o —
fered by private companies to coal
| and bauxite mines,” adding that it
is as low as the co-operative can
possibly offer “in view of what it
is paying for wholesale power.”

Operators Optimistic,

George Buchholz, of the Mercury
Mines, Inc.; urged, signing of the
contract. He said a $120,000 gov-
| ernment order secured recently by
his company “was predicated on
this line.” He said his company
would be forced to spend $50,000
for equipment to supply adequate
power.

Operators predicted the cinnabar
area would 'be developed into one
“of the richest in the world.” Mr.
Fitzhugh said he had been assured
' the National Defense Commission

Ore Fissure and Plant

1

| the vapors

is “counting on the production in!
this field to supply defense needs.”

Continued lack of electric power
would seriously cripple develop-
' ment and would prevent operators
" from reducing production costs,
the operators said. They agreed
the energy could be bought from
the co-op more cheaply than it

| A. Salyer, vice pr

could be generated at their own | .
plants.

New 50-Ton
Cinnabar

Mill Planned

Special to the Gazette. 12=13-40
Murfreesboro, ~Dec. 12.—Charles

for use in its defense program.

$2.50 per pound.

plant near the fissure shown.
‘At right, one of the reduction
operation by one of several merc

- Pike county.

i

Arkansas Quicksilver

operators.

Hales Mining
Company;
recently installed; Mr. Hale, owner,
and Mr. Crockett, manager.

National Quicksilver Corporation,
Chas. A. Salyer, organizer and
manager; now installing a huge 50-
ton Gould reduction plant.

L sides these major companies
are several smaller individual mines
and operators who' are “finding
riches in them tha. hills.”
Exverimental Period Passed.

This area is fer past the specula-
tive period, as evidenced in the in-
stallation of costly machinery for
refining the cinnabar into liquid
mercury. Five hundred men are em-
ployed in'the mines and reduction
plants.

The ore containing the bright red
crystals is mostly “hard rock” some-
times as hard as granite but most
of the rock is a sandstone formation.
Deep tunnels are driven back into
the mountains, with experienced
miners blasting and removing the
ore to the surface, where it is truck-
ed to the reduction plant. It is then
subjéected to an intense baking
s, and the mercury is formed
in the huge condensir? pipes from
ard  is collected in 72-

and Development

At Left—A fissure in a small mountain near the site of operations
of the National Quicksilver Corporation, from which the peculiar or-
ange-colored ore, cinnabar, is taken.

Heated in large retorts and then condensed, cinnabar gives up mer=
cury, the quicksilver of the ancients, used in medicine and the commer-
cial arts, and now much in demand by the United States government

More than 13 times heavier than water, it is now selling at about

The National Quicksilver Corporation is now building a reduction

plants already constructed and in
ury producing firms operating In

Magic Liquid Silver, Helps
County Rich

Derioycg‘o%tl’ﬂ(;mzz\.gggl\?4o [pound metal containers,

six months. Since then, wars abroad, |

Mines; |

Cottrell reduction plant |

Turns Into

sealed and |
| ready for shipment to the ever
| erowing markets. ;

| $15,000 Weekly Output.

| The writer in visiting the area,
| tried ‘to obtain authentic informa-
and the best information obtained
as. to  the weekly production
was that the production per wgek
now is about 6,000 pounds which,
figured at $2.50 per pound, means
$15.000 per week.

Skilled labor is required for a
large part of this work. “Hard rock”
is costly to move but the steady de-
velopment has proven that the ore
is sufficiently rich to take care Qf:
this expense and pay a fair divi- |
dend.

Poor roads over the area are a

‘were able to meet this demand
without even slightly disturbing
our system. The line to convey
this power will represent an in-'
vestment of nearly $30,000.
“Because of our flexible opera-
tions, due to interconnection, we
are prepared to meet any demand
from normal growth or from the
defense program.”
The Southwest Electric Co-Opera-
tive also will provide power for
rural customers, PR \

Cinnabar a
Field Line
Energized

PRI AR T e,
Special to the Gazette. 2"19"4‘,1

handicap. The mine owners and op-
erators have had to build their own
roads. State and federal agencies
| have made no step toward building
{up a system of roads to adequately
| and safely provide for transporta-

|5 p. m. today, marking the first

Murfreeshoro, Feb, 18.—Electric-
ity was turned on at the Arkansas
Quicksilver Mines, Inc., plant 13
miles northwest of Murfreesboro at

use of REA power in Southwest
Arkansas’s great cinnabar field.-

i tion.

| Power has been some handicap_in
the operation of - the reduction
plants, Most of the mills -are using
Diesel power but this situation will
be changed the first of January,
when the power lines recently con-
structed under the Rural Electrifi-
cation Administration at a cost of
$250,000, ave energized. :

I Reasonably cheap power will serve
| the entire area. The water supply
! is plentiful, and the activity in this
area, nine miles north of here has
been. one of the biggest factors in
the steady growth of Murfreesboro,
county seat of Pike county.

The future is hard to predict, but
research engineers have esti_mated
that the supply of cinnabar will not
| be exhausted within the next 400
| years., The United States government

| has contracted with one of the larg-
er companies for $120,000 worth of
mercury. Many and varied are the
| uses of mercury.

Contrary to the course of events
in most new fields, there never has
been any great amount of specula-
tion here. Men with capital, after
thorough investigation, entered the
field, invested and worked and are
now reaping some of the rewards of
/their faith and labor. s
Power Line to Cinnabar Field

Nears Completion.

.Special to the Gazette 1-4-41

Murfreesboro, , Jan. 3.—Construc-
! tion of the REA line into the ¢in-
| nabar belt is practically complete,
H. Weddig, general manager of the
| Killoren Electric Cgmpany, con-
traetor, reported teday. Mr. Wed-
dig said the enly thing now stand-
ing between the mine operators
| and  eleetricity is lack of power
wilieh will be furnished under cen-
tract by the Arkansas Power and
Light Company to the REA Co-
| eperative Association which will re-
| sell it to the mine operators. The
power company has not connected
| with the Co-op's line, which meets
| the power company's line at An-
‘toine on the Clark county line.
| Construction of several miles of
| additional line to serve rural sub-
scribers is scheduled to start next
week.

Power LineTo
Cinnabar
Mines Begun

1=17=41
| 8pecial to the Gazette.

Pine Bluff, Jan. 16.—Construc-
| tion of a 33,000-volt transmission

The new lines was energized yes-
terday when the A. P. & L. con-
nected its line with the REA line
at Antoine, Pike county.

Tunnels at the Arkansas Quick-
silver Mines Inc., will be electrified
with REA power tomorrow, Robert
McElwayne, assistant manager,
said. The plant and mines previ-
ously had their own eleqtric light
. plant. The Big Six Mining Com-
| pany plant also is ready for REA
| power, and seven other companies
| will begin using power soon.

Cinnabar Mine

Gets REA Power

: “ o =41

%ﬁ%&&%ﬂf—mg’ TD s of
REA power in Southwest Arkansas

cinnabar field was markgd at 5 p. m.
yesterday- when the lights were
turned on in the Arkansas Quick-
silver Mines, Inc., plant, 13 miles
northwest of here. The new lines
were energized I\élzox}?a tvehcig ;11;;
Arkansas Power ig ompany
connected its line with the REA line
at Antoine, Pike County.

Tunnels in the quicksilver mines
ill be electrified with REA power
tomorrow, Robert McElwayne, assis-
tant manager, said. The plant _and~
mines previously had their own light |
plant. The Big Six Mining Company |
plant also is ready for I_!EA power,
and seven other companies will be-
| gin using power <

‘Governcr to Visit
Cinnabar Field.

Special to the Gazette. 5—9"4-1
Murfreesboro, March 8.—V. B.
Lewis, president of the Murfrees-
| boro Booster Club, announced today
| that Governer Adkins had accepted
an invitation to visit Pike county
| early in April to inspect the cinna-
bar mining district and the dia-
mond mines. He has been request-
ed to include in his road-building
program the paving of a nine-mile
gap on Highway 27, the direct route
intq the cinnabar belt from Mur-
freesboro and which mine opera-
tors say is handicapping the de-
velopment of the mining district.
‘After inspection of the mines the
governor will be guest of honor at
a fish fry, sponsored by the Boost-
Pk, T A ; BRE .
Governor Will Inspect Mining
Area Near Murfreesboro.

w

i
!

|Special to the Gazette 4= L O=4]
|  Murfreesboro, April 15.—Plans
| were completed today for the en-
| tertainment  of Governor Adkins

jand his party during their visit
' here Saturday when the governor
'will\ inspect the cinnabar, gypsum
and diamond mines as guest of the

i
:

line from Gurcon, Clark county, to| pMurfreesboro Booster Club. The
Antoine, Pike county, to supDly Entertainment Committee was no-
power for the cinnabar mines of tified yesterday by the governor
southwest Arkansas, was started that he expected to arrive in Mur-

| today by a crew supervised by Wil- freeshoro about 10 a. m. and would
| liam Cole, C. S. Lynch, executive he with the club until 2 p. m. The

vice president of the Arkansas entertainment will include a trip

| Power and Light Company, an- through the mining district and a

| nounced.
“Within a few hours after we,
received notice that the power con-
tract with the Southwestern Rural
. Electric Co-Operative Corporation,
which will distribute the power,
had been approved, we were ready
he ‘said. “We had materials on
hand and men ready for the job.”
Power Declared Adequate.
Declaring that the company’s
ability to construct the line and

luncheon at 1 p. m. Floyd Sharp,
state WPA administrator, also has
accepted an invitation te attend
the program.

supply power is additional proof

that no power shortage exists or is
in prospect for his company’s ter-
ritory, Mr. Lynch said. “Our con-
tract for power with the South-
west Electric Co-Operative calls for
a maximum of more than 17 mil-

| lion kilowatt hours per year. We



Governor Adkins lived the

GOVERNOR SEES
BUSY ARKANSAS
CINNABAR FIELD

Surprised at Size
Of Industry.

Gazette 4-20-41
By EUGENE WILEY.

(Staff Correspondent of the Gazette.)

Murfreesboro, April 19.—Voicing
pleasant surprise “at the money ex-
pended and effort put forth” in the
development of south Arkansas’s
cinnabar belt, which some mining
experts already describe as the
richest in the world, Governor Ad-
kins told 100 members and guests of
| the Murfreesboro Boosters Club to-
| day that their plea for a better road
to the ore field will not go unan-
swered.

Without setting a specific date.
‘he said: “I think you're going to
be well pleased before many moons;
I believe that under the refunding
program we can see daylight, as
far as roads are concerned.”

The statement was made at a fish
dinner, served at the high school at
the conclusion of a tour of the cin-
| nabar field,
|  Primary purpose of the tour was
to emphasize importance of cinna-
bar as a permanent industry and
necessity for paving the 8.5-mile
stretch of beaten gravel on Highway
27 from Murfreesboro to the center
of the cinnabar belt. Highway crews
had worked to make the highway
presentable, but need for improve-
ment was evident as the 10-car car-
avan slushed its way into the ore
country through the rain.

The governor surveyed typ-
‘ical portions of the 30-mile mineral
belt, which traverses Pike county
and extends into Clark and Howard.
A half-dozen mills were viewed, but
only two, the Superior Mercury
Mines Co. plant in the east field
and the Arkansas Quicksilver Co.
mill, owned by Leo Yount, in the
west field, were inspected.

Follows Path of Ore From
'Hillside to Storage Flask.

At the Supevior mill, where V. B.
| Lewis, owner sf the company, and
president of the Booster Club, was
host, the governor got a miner’s
view of cinnabar processing. Don-
ning a miner’s helmet and oilskin,
‘he followed the path of the ore as
it went from the hillside shaft to
the steel flasks used for storing and
shipping mercury.

He saw the ore, blasted from a 70-
foot shaft tunnel, chuted into a ro-
tary crusher, where it was ground

‘to furnace mesh. He saw it fed into
'a 16-foot-long cylindrical = oven,
'where in the 600-1,200-degree heat
the mercury in the ore vaporized
and wze crrried’off by fan to con-

' densing chambers. As mercury va- needs to Governor Adkins

- EXECUTIVE TURNS MINER

—Gazette Staff Photo.
life of a cinnabar miner briefly yesterday when he inspected the huge

Southwest Arkansas field. He is shown here as a workman instructs him in the use of machinery at
~ the Superior Mercury Mines Co. mill. V. B. Lewis, owner of the company (right) looks on.

ans

| porizes at 357 degrees and condenses Floyd Sharp, state WPA adminis-

at any temperature lower than that, trator.
the distillation is as simple as run- | originally

ning a homemade still.

He said
faced

at operators
four problems.

: § Power, transportation, living facili- |
Mr. Adkins got a thrill when helties and industrial insurance.

produced quicksilver with a rake [added that the rural electric line

It was simply a matter of mixing
the sludge—the residue after the

mercury sulphide crystals had va-|cost, and that passage of the work-

porized, condensed and had been

|

1

energized February 18 has supplied
the power at appreciably reduced

men’s compensation law had

drawn off in rubber buckets—with y,,,0ht the insurance within reach.
unslaked lime on an open table. e 5aid that provision of good roads
The lime absorbed all the moisture | ;)¢5 would be the logical solution

in the sludge, leaving tiny balls of | o¢ the housing problems.

quicksilver, which scampered to the
. drain pipe on the corner of the

l

Citing the Senate’s order of 70,-
000 flasks of mercury this year

slanting table and thence passed t0|,5 5 defense measure and the nor-

the steel shipping flasks.
“Well, now ain’t that hell?” jested
| one onlooker. ?

money,” Jesse Johnson, operator of
the table replied seriously.

The half-gallon of sludge drawn
off for the benefit of the party
yielded 10 to 15 pounds of quick-
silver, worth $20 to $30. Production
at the mill the previous 24 hours to-
taled 10 flasks (76 pounds to the
flask) with a value of more than
$1,000, Mr. Lewis said. He report-
ed the day’s run had been of un-
usually rich cinnabar.

Tour Route Leads to Scene
Of Discovery of Cinnabar.

chinery was unknown until Crown
Cox, a Murfreesboro hunter, fol-
lowed his hound, Old Blue, to the
| crevice in the rocks while hunting
| possum in 1931, Determined to get
'his possum, he gouged the hole
'with one hand. It was a historic
point for Old Blue. What Cox
pulled out was the richest cinna-
bar in the world. Another Arkan-
sas industry was born. Nearly a
decade later it came into its own
when the war: shut off imports
from Italy and Spain and sent the
price to $182 a flask.

Speakers at the dinner, at which
100 pounds of fish were served, em-
phasized that if the industry can
get established during the present
war period, the operators will be
able to continue on a profitable
basis even after the warls end
brings the inevitable price decline

Importance of Highway To
Field Outlined at Dinner.

Prosecuting Attorney Boyd Tack-
ett, toastmaster, stressed the im-
portance of the road to:

1. Accommodate the more than 300
persons employed by the 18 com-
panies in the association, permit-
ting them to live in town and
thereby eliminate the almost im-
possible task of setting up living
quarters “in the field,” where
water and sewage would present
a problem. :
Open the section’s cinnaber and
diamond mines and peach orch-
ards to tourists.

Mr. Tackett said that except for
the 8.5-mile stretch near Murfrees-
boro, Highway 70 is paved from
New York to San Francisco. He
said that Pike county has the only
diamond field in North America
but is unable to attract tourists
because of poor roads. |

Charles A. Salyer, vice presi-
dent of the National Quicksilver
Compahy, outlined the operators’

2.

“Mister, that ain’t hell, that’s real |

The tour route wound through|
wooded hills, where the din of ma-

mal domestic market of 30,000 to
40,000 flasks, he said that the in-
dustry faced a market which would
bear the heavy cost of = getting
plants under way. He said that
after the ground is conditioned and
machinery installed, the operators
can produce for 30 to 40 per cent
of their initial cost, permitting a
profit in periods of, reduced mar-
ket prices.

Governor Pledges Aid
In Developing Field.

“Today has given me a new
vision,” Governor Adkins said
opening his address. He said that
his administration will continue to
fight for lower freight rates and
plentiful and cheap power.

“I am delighted at some of the
movements of the past few days,
particularly with reference to sour
gas,” he said. “We must have
cheap power and plenty of it. That
is the best way to get industries.”

He said that he hoped to see
plentiful and cheap power assured
through the White river develop-
ment program, the Arkansas Val-

'ley Authority, the Blakely dam and

the sour gas plant.

He said that the Lockesburg-
Nashville Highway (No. 24) is in-
cluded in the program for the com-
ing fiscal year and he will en-
deavor to squeeze in the stretch on
Highway 27 near Murfreesboro at
the earliest possible date. *

Mr. Sharp promised every aid
in the road building.

Tribute was paid to Governor
Adkins by J. C. Penix, president
of the Pike County bank, former
state senator and chairman of th
Corporation Commission under Gov-
ernor Futrell, Senator James Pilk-
ington also spoke.

Governor Greeted By
Diamond Field Discoverer.

One of the first to greet the
governor here was John Huddles-

when he discovered a diamond on
his farm near here in 1905. He
does not look the part of the dis-
coverer of the nation’s only dia-
mond field, however. He has suf-
Hered much hard luck and his sus-
tenance now is a state pension.

He |

in §

ton, 82, who startled the nation |

Governor Adkins went to the cinnabar field of Pike County yesterday to learn
of the fledgling industry which will soon be bringing $1,000,000 a year to the state.
inspecting raw ore at the shaft of the Superior mine,
of the Superior mine and president of the Murfrees
tour, is at the .left, and Ezra Ballard, a miner, is at the right.

Quicksilver Co. mine, owned by L
Cinnabar Mine
Industry Asks
Adkins’ Aid

I Democrat 4-20-41
Lack of Improved
Roads Cited As b

# Greatest Handicap.

By CLAUD CURLIN.
(Democrat Staff Writer.)

Murfreesboro—The state’s cinna-
ibar mining industry, which prom-
‘tises to develop into a $1,000,000-a-
iyear business within a few months,
was put on display today for the
benefit of Governor Adkins.
' The chief executive, who came
here at the invitation of the recent-
ly organized Booster Club, was con-
ducted on a tour of inspection of
the field -by Murfreesboro business
men and mine owners on a tour of
inspection of the field by Murfrees-
boro businessm en and mine owners
| to acquaint him with the growing
| importance of the relative new in-
dustry to the economy of the state
and—only incidentally, they -said—
to ask his assistance in getting the
only road to the mine area paved.

The facts and figures presented to

trip led him to admit at a luncheon
at the conclusion of the celebration
that “I had no conception of what
you have here.” P

Because of the lack of time, Gov-
ernor Adkins visited only two
mines, Superior Mercury and Ar-
kansas Quicksilver Co. He was told
‘that operations at the seven _other
mines in Pike County were similar
to what he had seen first hand.
| $1,000,000 Invested. :
| V. B. Lewis, president of Superior
| Mines and head of the Civic Club,
informed the governor that at the
present $1,000,000 was invested in
the mining operations and that six
new firms were being qrganlzed to
begin operations immediately.

He estimate
from the field was 250 flasks of 76
pounds each of mercury a mon
and that this would be doubled
within six months. The current
price is $180 a flask, indicating the
 Pait o R dincisiiad

ibilities for the deve ient
of the field are unlimited, speakers
at the luncheon informed the gov-
ernor. ‘ ;

‘Charles A. Salyer, vice president
of the National Quicksilver Co., said
the Arkansas field was “the largest
undeveloped deposit in the world”
and with the proper encouragement
it could be deve to supply
large part of the Tnited States de-

l
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the governor during the whirlwind |

d the present output |

boro Booster Club

eo Younts and Robert Mackelwain.

14 miles north of Murfreesboro.

The governor alse visited the Arkansas

—Democrat Photo. - i
first hand something
He is shown above

V. E. Lewis, head
which sponsored the governor’s

;{é

mand of 100,000 flasks a year.

The European supply of mercury, |
controlled by Italy and Spain, has |
been earmarked for the Axis pow-
ers, he declared, leaving the United
States to supply “the democracies.”

“Three things were necessary to
attract capital for the development
of the field,” he asserted, listing
them as an adequate power supply,
workmen’s compensation and good
roads to serve the area. 5

“The first two have been accom-
plished but the third we still lack,”
he said in urging the immediate pav-
ing of an eight-mile stretch of State
Highway 27, the only road to the
mine fields,

“United States production at
present is only one-third of the do-
mestic demand. If the price re-

| mains at $100 a flask, which makes |

it profitable to- mine the lower grade
ores, we can increase many times
the present production in Arkansas,”
he said.

Mr. Salyer added that 300 men
were employed in the nine mines at
present, working night and day. He
estimated this figure would be in-
creased to 600 within six months.
World’s Largest Field.

Mr, Lewis declared “real mining”
has never been attempted in the
field, which he said was 40 miles
long. “We've really been prospect-
ing. If the present price holds up,
this field will be made into one of
the world’s best.” !

The construction of a $120,000
electric line to the mine field by the
Rural Electrification Administration
' recently encouraged the develop-
ment of new mines, Lewis said. The
electric power did away with the
necessity of new firms buying ex-
pensive machinery to provide their
own power and reduced operating
costs: as much as 50 per cent in
some instances, he declared.

All nine mines are using, or will
use, power from 'the REA lines.

Speaking at the luncheon at the
Murfreesboro High School, Govers
nor Adkins promised that if it is:
“financially possible” the short
stretch of Highway 27 would be
included in the construction proe
gram for the next fiscal year, be-
ginning in July. With construction
funds made available by the refund-

ing program, he said believe you
Leam see daylight as far as your needs
are concerned.”
Deserving of Help.

“When you have gone as far as
you have in this work, when it is
playing such a big part in national
defense, you certainly are deserving
of all the help you can get from
the state administration,” he declar:

ed.

. Floyd Sharp, state WPA admin}sf
trator, another guest at the lunch:
‘eon, said his organization would co
| operate in a program to improw¢
roads from the state highway to the
mines. : . ‘
_State  Sen.  James _Pilkingtos
e, also spoke. J. C. Pennix:“{h

i
{
i

“state ' senator, welcomed -

r
|

governor.  Prosecuting “4ttorne;
Boyd Tackett presided. s e
The club elected Governor
kins, Mr. Sharp and Senator
kington honorary members of
Booster Club. v,

New Cinnaba
Plant Placed
In Operation g

Special to the Gazstte, 6 _8'.41

Amity, June 7.—Production was
arted this week Southern Mining

st

| and Reduction Company’s 30-ton

cinnabar plant in the western part |
of the mineral belt. o

Another unit of 40 tons ca r
will be installed soon, officials

The company’s holdings in the
eastern end of the area are being
developed, and production is expeet-
ed in 60 days, officials said.

Two Residents Interested In
New Mining Co ‘
aaey Minine Coptm
The Muddy Fork Mining Com-
pany of North Little Rock, which
filed articles of incorporation in
the office of Secretary of State C.
G: Hall yesterday, will operate in
Pike county as a cinnabar mining
corporation, M. S. McCord, one of
the incorporators, said. The or-
ganization will engage in explora-
tion of mining territory, and pos-
sibly establish mining operation
later, he said. In addition to Mr.
McCord the incorporators are: M.
J. Pruniski of North Little Ro
and Spear Reavis and H. W. B
both of Little Rock.
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