BRIEF HISTORY

OF LITTLE ROCK'S WATER SUPPLY
(Arkensas Democrat)

1931

The first eity ordinance in Little Roek providing for a
water supply was passed October 4, 1877, The original plant
was constructed in 1878, It consisted of a pumping station,
located at the foot of Pulaski Street, on the site now oceu=-
pied by the car barns of the Arkensas Power and Light Company.
The river water was pumped directly into the distribution
system without any effort to purify or clarify it.

On account of the turbidity of the river water, the
company, known as the Little Rock "ater Company, put down
six wells in Baring Cross, near the north end of the Missouri
Pacific bridge. A six-inch pipe line was laid, crossing the
river and connecting with the pumping station in Little Roeck.
This was done in 1883, Much difficulty was encountered with
this plan, as the pipe was frecuently broken by the river ¢
current, and the well water had a highly corrosive effect on
the iron pipe. Finally, in that yesr, the experiment wes
abandoned, and the @ity was supplied with untreated water
until 1886. o=

On November 3, 1885, Ordinance number 20 was passed by
the city council, requiring that ®pure and wholesqme" water be
procured and furnished within two years from that date. Tn
1886, the Home Tater Company took over the property of the
Little Rock Vater Company. A pumping station was erected at
the éite of the present one, and two settling basins were
constructed on Reservoir Hill, one for sedimentation and cne
for coagulation. With this plant, settled river water wes
furnished ffom 1886 to 1891,

In 1889, the Arkansaw Water Company succeeded to the
rights, contracts, and franchises of the FHome Waser Company.
In September of that year, a contract was made with the
Lmerican Tilter Company of Chicago for the construction of
ten pressure-type filters. These were located near the :
pumping station, and the river water pumped directly through
them into the distribution system. This plan was not success-
ful, and after two years of fruitless experimentation, the idea
was abandoned,

Seeiné that the filtering process then attempted was
not satisfactory, the company drilled several test wells
on the T.ittle Rock side of the river, near the pumping
station. The results were the same as for the wells on the
north side of the river, The water produced from them had
the same corrosive effect on the iron pépes.

In 1891, ;
to the present locatior, on Reservoir Hill. With previous
settling and coagulation of the water, the filtering process
there has been successful, and more filter beds have been
added to the original plant in recent years.,

the filéers were removed from the pumping station

C. of C. President Calls Meet-
ing for Monday to Con-
sider Matter.
;5_"‘;_

§-§

A move to determine whether water
consumers in Little Rock are satisfied
with the ‘supply furnished by the Ar-
. kansaw Water Company . was initiated
vesterday by Joshua K. Shepherd, pres-
ident of the Little Rock Chamber of
| Commerce, who called a meeting of
| the chamber- ‘membership for 12:15 p. |
m. Monday at the Hotel Marion to
take up the problem.

“Neither personally nor as president
of the Chamber of Commerce do I
wish to appear as instigating, or desir-
ing, a fight with the Arkansaw Water,
Company,” Mr. Shepherd said. “As
far as I know, the water company is!
doing all that could bhe e ted of it
under present circumstances. !

“What I am interested in knowing

%is whether the people of Little Rock
generally want “softer water through-
out the year than can be obtained as
long as the Arkansas river is the
saurce of supply. If it costs more, and
the people are willing to pay for it,
then it seems to me that arrangements

could be made with the Arkansaw Wat-
er Company to furnish softer water.
Refers to Improvements,
“I appreciate = the fact that even
now the water company is planning
improvements that will give the city a

Rock’s industrial development

If it should finally be decided, aft
due examination of all phases of t
matter, that the Arkansas river is
not a dependable and satisfactory
source of supply the problem of find-
ing a new supply would have to be
solved. a

That the supply has not been suit
able or acceptable this summer is ad-
mitted by the Water Company when
it proceeds to instal apparatus to
soften the water. But the big question
for the public is not how to meet the
emergency of a low river. It is how to
be assured of a permanent supply of
satisfactory water for personal, house- |
hold and industrial needs.

RESERVOIRS WEST
OF CITY FAYORED

Geological Survey Report on
Water Supply Submitted
to Mayor.

OTHER gouacss STUDIED|

Conclusions Indicate Little Maumelle |
and Forks of Saline River Should
Be Utilized.

softer water than it has been receiving, |
but it has occurred to me, and I know |
from conversations ‘with others, that |
many have had the same idea—that it
might be better, in planning the future i
of the city, to provide for an entirely
different source of supply.

“We have many things in Little Rock
of which we have been and are proud,
but our water is not one of them. All
we can say for it is that it is chemi-
cally pure. For my part, if it is shown
that the water company must charge
more to furnish softer water obtaina-
ble from a source other that the river.
I shall be glad to accept a reasonable |
increase in rate.” ]I

|
|

Letters to the chamber members
were mailed yesterday by D. Hodson
Lewis, manager of the organization. It |
set forth that a special luncheon would
be held “for discussion of projects of
vital interest to our community” “and |
added that “one important matter of
concern to all is to lay plans for secur-
ing an ample supply of potable soft
water.,” Luncheon reservations may be
made by telephoning 4-0673.

Harder When River Low.

Supt. 8. R. Brough of the Arkansaw
Water Company - announced recently
that the company would install equip-
ment for softening the water supply.
which he conceded is unusually hard
while the river is at low stages, neces-
sitating  resort to - supplementary
supply from wells maintained by the
‘company.

The hard water, it was "explained,
costs consumers heavily in the amount
of soap used, and also is responsible
for stoppage of hot water heating coils
frequently. Mr. Brough said that there
would be no further cause for com-
plaint’ after the contemplated improve-
ments are completed early next fall.

However, Mr. Shepherd said yester-
day, he was not prompted to call the
meeting for discussion of the water
supply solely by the present situation.

He said that dissatisfaction with the |-

water supply has existed for many
years, and that he believes the consum-
ers should not delay longer a decision
as to whether they wish to continue
using river water or prefer that their
water come from another source.

LITTLE ROCK’S WATER SUPPLY,
The Little Rock public will approve

the action of President Joshua o
Shepherd in calling a meeting of the |

Chamber of Commerce to consider |

Little Rock’s water supply. g -q-34

The great question is whether the |

present supply can be made satisfac-
tory or whether Little Rock should
demand water from a new source,

The answer should he based on
complete and comprehensive investi-
gation. That would call for a proper-
ly constituted body to undertake this
responsible duty and it might require
the services of engineers and other |
technical advisers. 4a. 77,

| very soft and low in chloride content,

g : 1 ¥ !" :
of the North Fork of the Saline or
| Alum Fork of the Sa (

‘and would be

. per million, and
‘the present av

', The present supply fs ot polluted. |

gt 1734 |

£ indicating potential
sources of water for Little Rock is |
on page 19, . g

A new water supply for Little Rgck,-

to be obtained from surface reservoirs

in the ‘highlands west of the city, is|

recommended in a report prepared by
the Arkansas Geological Survey and |
submitted to Mayor Knowlton yester- |
day. e :
The report contains a detailed review |
of the facts concerning the quality of
the present river water-well auxiliary
supply furnished by the Arkansaw |
Water Company, ana equauy detailed
suggestions for its improvement,. Itds
likely that the report will be discussed
at the meeting called at the Hotel
Marion for noon' tomorrow by Joshua
K. Shepherd, president of ' the Little
Rock Chamber of Commerce, to deal
with the water problem.
" The alternative suggestion by George
C. Branner, state geologist, for im-
brovement of the water supply is in- |
stallation of a water-softening plant,
which “should provide a reasonably |
satisfactory water . . . and would be
the most practical course to take . . .
from the standpoint of cheapness and
expediency.” il
A new water supply from deep or
shallow wells was not found practic-
able in the survey, because of the cost :
and because it would not achieve the |
desired results—softening of the water |
and reduction in chloride content, P

Surface-Water Su ply
Deemed Preferabfe i

“Of the suggested water supplies dis-
cussed,” the report concluded, “it is be-
lie ed that the surface-water supply is
‘proferable.  Of the surface supplies.
discussed, it-is believed the mﬁm
melle basin, perhaps linked wit

fers the greatest ﬂinggss '

_“I. The supply would be perma
] adquate to meet
emergency, '

_“2. The water would be
in hardness, probably less th
~might
50 parts per milli ;
erage of 150

million,
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_ “5. The expense of tre

be a gravity flow.

water, very low in chlorides
|
dents.

surface-water supply systems

| water would probably be less th
cost of treating the present wym
“6. The flow to Little Rock woul

“A permanent, adequate supply of

and ex-

ceptionally soft, would obviousl -
stitute a valuable asset to the Gty of
| Little }mck, not only as a means of
|industrial economy, but as an added con-
venience to those who live here and as
an added attraction to prospective resi-

“It is,” therefore, recommended that

a careful stud |
y be undertakeno‘?:u:lgg \of the supply from that source going |plemental supply to the Little Mau-

in this report, and of the deep-well
supplies of the Wilcox formation south-

east of Little Rock, with the end in
view of eventually developing one, or

a combination of them, as a source of

‘new municipal water supply.”

| Jefferson' county, southwest

600 to 700 feet in depth.

supply systems.

for a long period of time.

able.”

Annual Savings In
Soap Expense $53,085

Capa?ity of Wells Southeast ;
Of City 6,000,000 Gallons

‘The survey indicated that an -
gate capacity of 6,000,000 gallo':lgsgtgf
;oft water per day probably could be
obtained from wells in the deep stra--
tum (Wilcox formation) in northeast

Lonoke

county, or southeast Pulaski county, at

The estimated initial cost would be
‘in excess of $2,225,000, Mr. Branner
estimgted, .or about the same as the
combined cost of the Little Maumelle
North Fork, and Alum Fork surface-’
One disadvanta

the deep-well system, it was p(fi;t:;
cut, is that it is not certain whether
the quantity could be depended upon

“The conclusions, therefore,” he re-
ported, “are that a soft water supgy
from deep wells for Little Rock prob-
ably would be ‘less economical than a
surface-water supply and would be, so
far as is definitely known, less desir-

Whatever method is used to obtain
soft water for Little Rock, the report
pointed 9ut, “it is estimated that the
| total savings in soap expense to Little

‘i-Rock consumers would be $53,085, or
!an average savings of $2.65 per year

gper family of five.”

! The cost of constructing a soda-lime
water-softening plant for Little Rock
should not exceed $400.000 and that
figure, it was reported. is probably too
high since much of the equipment is

already in use here. 4
The added operating cost

to the

l,water company for softening the water‘i

o

e o agite

for an avem_gé family would be ap-|
proximately 20 cents per month, based |
upon the $400,000 estimate, Mr, Bran-
ner said.

“In relying upon a softened supply .

/{line river.

=
Two Forks of .
Next, the reports favors the hcad-
|| waters of the North Fork of the Sa-
‘ This reservoir would have
lan elevation of 600 feet, a catchment |

Saline River.

e

To Determine

of ground and river water, however, it

is essential for the dilution of the river
is high in chlorides.

It was explained that two of the
a_uxlliary wells have gone to high chlo-
rides and “it is not impossible that,
under the conditions described, the
water from all auxiliary wells . . , might
go as high as 1,200 parts per million,
which would render the water almost
unusable.” ‘

(It might be explained here that pres-
ence of chlorides in a water supply is
not so objectionable as its hardness.
By “hard” water is meant water which

miles and
miles would cost a

must be kept in mind,” Mr. Branner 8rea of 62 square miles and a flooded
warned, “that the auxiliary well water 27¢2 of 9.7 square miles. .

“This reservoir might be used inde-

water during periods when the latter pendently,” it was
In relying upon | source of water f
a ground-water supply obtained from |an additional supply supplemental to
wells adjacent to the river, it is to be |the Little Maumelle reservoir.” The
‘recognized that there is a possibility |estimated cost, if considered as a sup-

$2,269,000.

contains certain compounds in solution
which prevent the formation of scap-
suds. These are, for the mast part,
calcium and magnesium bicarbonates,
causing temporary hardness which can
be removed by heating, and calecium
and magnesium sulphates, eausing per-
manent hardness, which cannot be re-
moved by heating.)

In casé the chemical softéniwg meth-
od should be approved, the report rec-
ommended that the City Council re-
quire that the chloride content be re-
-duced to a maximum of 250 parts per
million and that the total hardness be
reduced to a maximum of 100 parts
per million on the caleium carbonate
basis.. This cotld be done under the
authority of Act 124 of 1921.

Little Maumelle Held
Most Desirable Reservoir

The_ surface reservoir favored in the
geologist’s report is the Little Mau-
melle, about 16 miles from the present
Little Rock pumping station. The west
end of Shinall mountain has been sug- |
gested as the lacation for the impound-
ing dam. Such a reservoir would fur-|
nish a daily average supply of 15,000,- |
000 gallons, it is estimated, sufficient'
to supply a city of 200,000 population.
The catchment area would include
about 32 square miles and the flooded
area abaut five square miles. The ele-
vation of the surface of the im ounded
water would be about 400 feet. A rough
estimate of the cost “of dam, fill, land,
clearing, flowline, right-of-way and in-

ci_c}gr@alsﬂ would be $1,370,000.

~ Similar estimates

less practicable reservoi
Fourche La Fave river,
er (estimated cost $2,750,000) and the
upper Little Red river

$6,541,000).

)

reported, “as

or Little Rock, or as

to high chlorides following an extended | melle reservoir, would be about ubmission Of
period of extremely low water in the | $570,000. g S >
i‘lver, accompanied by a period of pro-| Third on the list is the Alum fork of S vey to Council.
onged well pumping. the Saline river. The surface of this Lovapitrc oA

reservoir would have an elevation of
750 feet; the catchment area would be
44 square miles and the flood
2.6 square miles.
Alum fork reservoir,
to the North fork, is estimated rough-
ly at $325,000.
Hence, the series of three, having a
total catchment area of 138 square
a flooded area of 17.3 square
n estimated total of

The cost

are given for other,
rs, on the South
the Saline riv-

Data Gathered by Engineers.

The major part of the data on which
the report is based was assemble

ed area
of the
as supplemental

(estimated cost

d by

~ Attitude on

Water Supply
N{??{?ﬁé —{?(%I_ll:ﬁly}) ill

A ‘definite step toward defermining
the attitude of Little Rock citizens

out accul el

Rock citizens with respect to a more
satisfactory water supply and to de-
termine their willingness to support a
movement looking towards the secur-
ing of such a supply.
have not as yet made an exhaustive

¢ accurately the desires of

Though we

study of the problem and cannot say
just how big such an undertaking
might be, still we know the matter
is of major importance to this com-
munity aod if it is clear fo us that
the people of Greater Little Rock
desire to take the mecessary steps
then the Chamber of Commerce will
expect to see the ‘project through to
accomplishment.”

D. Hodson Lewis, manager of the
chamber, requested Saturday that all
persons desiring to attend the lunch-
eon who have not made reservations
do so before 10 o’clock Monday morn-
ing in_order that the hotel might be

toward demanding a better supply of
water will be taken: by the Little
Rock Chamber of Commerce at a
luncheon called for noon Monday at
the Hotel Marion.

The meeting will precede by a few
hours submission to the City Council
of a local water supply survey report,
made by the Arkansas Geological Sur-
vey at the request of Mayor Knowl-
ton.

This report said that, “from the
standpoint of cheapness and expedi-
ency,” the softening of the present
water supply, as proposed by the
franchised Arkansaw Water Com-
pany, “should provide a reasonably
satisfactory water for domestic and
industrial consumption and would be
the most practical eourse to take.”

Trom the standpoint of civic bet-

H. B. Allen Sickel, water supply engi-| ;o nont however, the report conclud-

n:gr fggaﬁnt'hzlcllz has had 24 Vears | o4 with the recommendation :
experie
He was assis

supplies.

stenographer and a draftsman.

The expense of the study was borne
by the Civil Works Administration, the
| city of Little Rock, and the Arkansas

Geological Survey.

The material was organized and con-
_clusions drawn by Mr. Branner.

velopment of water
ted by E. Curtis,
water supply engineer of DeQueen, a

“That
a careful study be undertaken of the
surface water supply systems outlined
in this report, and of the deep-well
supplies of the Wilcox formation
southeast of Little Rock, with the end
in view of eventually developing one,
or a combination of them, as a source
| of nmew municipal water supply.”

Interest Is Shown.

The Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced yesterday ‘that it had made
many reservations for the luncheon
during the day, and that requests for
reservations starting coming in sev-
eral days ago, immediately following
the announcement of Joshuna K. Shep-
herd, president, that the meeting was
to be beld for the purpose of discuss-
ing the desirability of obtaining a
more satisfactory water supply for
Greater Little Rock.

Comments of local citizens on Mr.
Shepherd’s announcement indicates a
marked interest in improvement of
the water for commercial and indus-
trial purposes, as well as for domes-
tic and personal uses, chamber of-
ficials said. |

“‘Phe primary purpose of this meet- |
ing,” said Mr. Shepherd, “is to find |

| Map Showing Where Little Rock M ight

advised. Reservations will close at
that hour, he said.

Says Water Tests Standard.

r. W. B. Grayson, state health
officer, and M. Z. Bair, chief sani-
tary engineer, said the Little Rock
water supply is up to standa_rd from
a bacterial standpoint, and is harm-
less as drinking water, but contains
an excessive percentage of solids due
to the low stage of the Arkansas
river. - :

They said an analysis filed with the |
report of George C. Branner, state
geologist, shows the water contains a
large percentage of phospbates and
magnesia and other chemicals which |
in no wise affects its hegilt_h quali-
ties, but makes its use d_lffl_cult for
general uses, except for drinking pur-
poses. |

The report submitted by Dr, George
C. Branner, head of the state geolog-
ical survey, at the request of Mayor
Knowlton and following several
months’ study, discussed various pos-
sible new water supplies for Little
Rock, including both surface water
and well water. The greatest discus-
sion was given to ‘surface supplies,
such as those which would be ayml-
able from the Little Maumelle river,
the North Fork of the Saline river,
the headwaters of Alum Fork of the
Saline river, the South Fourche La ;
Fave basin, the _Saline river, the up-

' per Little Red river:

Surface Supply Favored.

Mhose who made the survey, _wlnch
was conducted under the direction of
H. B. Allen Sickel with funds_pro-
vided by the city, the state and the
CWA, seemed to favor most the use of
surface water, and emphasized princi-
pally the plan of developing a reser-
voir on the Little Maumelle river
about 16 miles from the present Little
Rock pumping station, supplementing
this, if necessary, with lines from res-
ervoirs on forks of the Saline river
and possibly from other sources men-
tioned above.

In suggesting the Little Maumelle
development, reference was made to a

_ report made in 1914 by Bdward Flad,

Obtain New Water Su pply
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SKETCH MAP SHOWING
LOCATIONS OF FOUR RESERVOIR SITES WEST OF LITTLE ROCK
ARKANSAS GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
1934
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Three 9 the four surface reservoir sites mdlc

Rock, according to the report on a water su

ated in the above map would permit flow of water by

, 1 pply survey submit
the Arkansas Geological Survey. They are, in the :pg,g_» @%hd e D P

Maunelle, the North fork and the Alum fork of | s

ver. Any one of the three

could furnish an adequate ﬁater.suppi 7 : ]
: , s 2 y for Little Rock,
was reported. The reservoir site shown near Benton o;k,
: pounded water would require pumping to reach

mthnthree could be linked in one system, it -
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rwateiworka. engineer engaged by the

family in Little

by two cents, providing the increase

p sala ne B.“"@ﬁﬂﬂéﬁtg
the desire for a better water supply
is practically unanimous among con- |
sumers, as a result of a private survey
through questionnaires which he made \
several years ago.

No Attack on Company.

“It is neither my purpose nor desire
te make an attack upon the Arkansaw
Water Company,” Mr.. Shepherd said.
“I understand and believe that the
water company is furnishing the eciti-
zens of this community water that is
chemically pure and of a type that
meets the legal requirements of its con-
tract.

“I simply join others in feeling that
the time has come when we can of-
ford to procure a supply of water which
will be more satisfactory to a large
number and which water, being softer, j
would actually cost us less—all things i
counted—though its cost per 1,000 gal- |
lons might be greater than the amount
we now pay to the water company for
the present hard water we get from |
it” !

Avir, 1 numas

municipality, who suggested the west
end of Shinall mountain as the loca-
tion of the impounding dam, Mr.
Flad estimated that the reservoir
would have a capacity of 3,000,000,
000 gallons of water and would be ca-
pable of furnishing a daily average
supply of 15,000,000 gallons, which
he stated was sufficient to supply a
city of 200,000 population, ‘
The catchment area, as shown in an |
exhibit submitted in the report of Dr. |
Branner’s office, includes about 32 |
square miles, and the flooded area
about five square miles. The eleva-
tion of the surface of the water would
be 400 feet, allowing a gravity flow
to Little Rock, |
A rough estimate of the cost of this
installation follows :
qu, fill, land and clear-
L SNSRI ‘
85,000 feet flowline at $8
Rig;llg-of-way and inciden-
3

|

$ 615,000

75,000 |

$1,370,000
Of this water, the report said: *“It |
Seems reasonable to assume that such
a supply might prove to be entirely
and would be a soft wa-
ilar in character to that
of the Saline river (hardness less than
parts per million), :
Softening Plants Costly.
Quoting from an authority named
Charles P. Hoover, the report said
that a water softening plant such as
might - be needed to soften Little
Rock’s present water supply suffi-
ciently would cost about $400,000 and

He listed additional expenses result-
ing from the use of hard water, and |
added: !

“If we could be relieved of that extra
expense, we could afford to pay a mark-
ed increase in the price per gallon of
the water that comes through our pipes
and yet we would not be out any more |
money. Mind you, I'm not saying it |
would be necessary to pay an increased
price; I merely point out that we could
do so.”

The duties of the committee, he said, |
will be to “review the Arkansas Geo-

{

would bring an added cost of opera- | logical Survey’s recent report on the 51‘t—
tion, interest, maintenance and depre- | uation, with any other surveys or avail-
ciation of approximately five cents| able data, consider the improvements
per 1,000 gallons, or a cost of about or advances in the field of chemistry

20 cents per month for the average
Rock, assuming that
this family uses about 4,000 gallons
a4 month, It was estimated that on
soap alone, softening of the water to
an average of 100 to 150 parts per
illion would save thig average fam-
ily 22 cents per month, or overbal-

that might be available for the perfec-
tion of our water, confer with officials
and councilmen of hoth cities, consult
with the water company, and make any
other inquiry the committee deems ad
visible, then inform us what, in its
opinion, are the steps Little Rock should
take to get a year-round abundant
supply of potable, soft water.”
Company Executive’s Statement.

Mr. Brough made the following state-
ment in defense of the present water
supply:

‘““Some 20 years ago the question of
the potability and the adequacy of the
river water as a source of supply, was |
| thoroughly investigated. The city |
brought suit against the company con-
| tending that the supply was not pota-
ble. The case was heard before the
| Hon. John E. Martineau, who was then
| chancellor. The court appointed Ed-
'ward Flad, a nationally known water
supply engineer, to investigate the ques-
tion, including other sources of supply
than the river. He worked on the case
about two years, made a thorough in-
vestigation and his report was made an
order by the court and was consented
to by the city and the water company.
that: The Arkansas river was the most
logical source of supply, supplemented
by a well supply to dilute the river wat-
er when it was high in salt or high in
turbidity. It further provided for cer-
tain additions to the plant, such as
additional boilers, pumping equiprqent,
buildings, filters, basins and pipe lines,
to be constructed, and during this 20
years we have strictly adhered to the
orders set forth in that decree and are
doing so now.

“The use of the well supply corrects
the salt condition of the river, but im-
parts a greater degree of hardiness to
the water.

“The officials of your company decid-
ed to provide for softening some three
months ago, and recently announced it.
All of the material necessary for the
construction of this plant, other than
that obtainable locally, has been order-
ed and we expect to have the plant in
operation early this fall. When in op-
eration, the hardness of the water will
| be materially reduced. The reduction
j’ of the salts that causes hardness makes

ance, on one item, the’ increased rate

in rate did not exceed the increase in |
cost.

It was also pointed out that the
present hardness of the water causes
much loss in corrosion, : The report
said that a supply of water from the
highland area west of Little Rock, as
outlined, would be advantageous over
the present supply for the following:

reasons :

1. The supply would be permanent
and would be adequate to meet any

ergency.
em2.gTh§ water would be very low
in hardness, probably less than 60
parts per million, and might be as |
low as 30 parts per million, as com- |
pared with the present average of 150
parts per million. _ ;

8. There would be no expense in-
cidental to softening.

‘4. The chloride content of the wa-
‘ter would probably be exceptionally
low, perhaps less than 10 parts per
millfon, as compared with the 10-year
average of 208 parts per million in
the present supply.

_The expense

H;ETTER WATER FOR
GITY TO BE SOUGHT

J
C of C. President - Appoints
Committee to Work on
Problem.

E8 <
. 45 3¢
Residenty of Greater Little Rock want,

(8 Boster water supply than is now! it more convenient and desirable for use
gavailable, it was indicated yestérday at

in the home and it is roughly estimat-
a luncheon at the Hotel Marion at-|

' ed that the saving to each consumer
tended by 130 persons, and Joshua K.

| will average between $5 and tshls per
. Taking the lower figure the eco-
- Shepherd, president of the Little Rockl veax g
Chamber of Commerce, appointed a.

nomies resulting in the home should ap-
 committee of five to see what can be|

proximate an economic saving to the
4 population of Greater Little Rock of
done about getting it. | ever $100,000. We hope it will not be
Charles L. Thompson, architect, was, necessary to delay this.
‘named chairman of the committee. “The Arkansas river is a dependable
Other members are: Thomas S. Buzbee, supply of water. In the serious drouth
Henry H. Tucker, M. Z. Bair and of 1930 when many water plants failed
George Suter, and others curtailed service, your lzca;
Befor cepti i in. company, with the river as a source, 2
M, Thi)x:pcs:rli’ : n;gSkZl;e fg:‘] au;r:;r;zl':é)é an abundancg of water, and again this
om the 130 persons present that they YeAr We continue to have water inﬂan
'were sincerely interested in obtainineg URlimited quantity for any consumption
8 new water supply for Little Rock. demgnd the people of Little Rock may
This assurance was given in a stanq- !equire.

i i © “The purity of the water is of the
| et was practically. unsn- utmrlc;sf ilr)nporsgance and I want to as-
imous. /

4§ sure you we take every precaution to
The appointment of the committee

| safeguard and maintain that. We make
followed an explanation of the Purpose . numerous bacteriological and chemical
of the conference by Mr, Shepherd, and | tegts every day.
A defense of the Arkansas river as a |
source of water supply by S. R. Brough, |
president of the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany.

|
!
|
i i
| !

of treating such

“It is possible that your body may
appoint a committee to investigate this
| matter further. If you do, we hope
!that we can have the pleasure of con-
| ducting this committes through our

Suggests City Sell Water,

A suggestion that the city itself,
might develop a satisfactory water sup-
ply, with funds borrowed from the fed-
€ral government, was advanced by Her-
bert L. Thomas, president of the Pyra-
mid Life Insurance’ Company.

“This supply could be sold to the
present water company, as distribut-
' he said, “and the city thus |

| committee complete
"their investigation.”

| plant and assure you we will give your water.
i co-operation in This report is heing studied by the

| which feel that a survey of the lands

_ment area is the

10 STUDY THE ’;Qﬁss'ﬁou OF
WAél’R SUPPLY,

The mo@ e%teu:?;ial_;has been |
definitely launched by the appoint-
ment of a committee to study the |
whole question of Little Rock’s water
supply meets with the almost uni-
versal approval of the public.

The people want from community
representatives an impartial verdict
on the water they are using and prac-
tical recommendations on what should
be done to provide a permanently
satisfactory supply.(lec g }S °

And the community is forturate in |
the committee selected by President |
Shepherd of the ‘Chamber of Com- |
merce to make this investigation. This |
well balanced body has for its chair-

l

I

|

|

man Charles L. Thompson, who has
so often been called on to serve Little
Rock in important matters. As col-
leagues Mr. Thompson has one of the
leading business men of Arkansas,
Henry H. Tucker; a man so well
known as a citizen -and as a lawyer
as Thomas S. Buzbee, and on th
technical side two engineers, M. Z. |
Bair and George Suter, specialists in |
the field of water supply. The find-
ings of such a committee will have
the gre_aﬁest weight with the public.

FERA T0 SURVEY
~ RESERVOIR SITES

QA /,4___;7[’__‘_/
Data Will Be Utilized by C.
of C. Water Supply
Committee.

x
?
|

(4]

A detailed survey of the areds in the
highlands west of Little Rock proposed
as sites for a series of surface Treservoirs |

for a new water supply will be made 2

by the FERA, it was announced yester-
day by R. C. Limerick, assistant state
administrator in charge of the Work |
Division. |

A crew now at work on a Coast ana[
Geodetic Survey project here will sur- |

melle and the North Fork and Alum
Fork of the Saline river.

These sites were recommended by
George C. Branner, state geologist, in
a report on the possibilities of securing
2 new water supply for Little Rock.

The physical survey of the areas was |

requested, through the city, by a Water
Supply Committee recently appointed
by the Little Rock Chamber of Com-
merce to study the situation. The sur-
. vey will serve as a check on old topo-
' graphical maps. of the areas used by
Mr. Branner as a basis for his report.

RESERYOIRS ARBA

SURVEY PROPOSED

Mayor Willing to Apply for
FERA Project to Aid

Committee.
g trFF o/
A d ed. s rvey of the dand In the

/A

Y
highla. area west .of Little Rock pro-
posed ‘as sites for surface reservoirs for

a new water supply may be sought ac
a work project under the FERA.

Charles L. Thompson, chairman of
the New Water Supply Committee ap-
pointed last week by Joshua K, Shep-
herd, president of ‘the Little Rock
Chamber of Commnierce, has discussed

| the matter with R. C. Limerick, assist-
| ant administrator in charge of the
Work Division of the FERA.

Mayor Knowlton has indicated he
will apply for the project, if the cham-
ber committee deems the survey neces-
sary and 'if Mr. Limerick appears fav-
crably disposed toward it.

The committee has held one meeting
since its appointment, resulting in the
election of George D. Suter as secre-
tary.

-In a report compiled by George C. |

You may always be Branmer, state geologist, at the tequest | Sites for a surface
' sure this water is pure and healthful. of Mayor Knowlton, it was recommend- |

ed that a serfes of surface reservoirs
impounding the waters of Little Mau-
melle and North fork and Alum fork
of the Saline river would afford the
city an adequate supply.of soft, potable

[

chamber committee, the members of
suggested as flooded area and catch- ‘1‘
next logieal step. |
B LI el

A |
|
S

PWA
"ho

Mayor

vey, he said yesterday, was that the

| city might borrow funds from the fed-
| eral government to develop a .new

source of water supply, which could
then be sold to the Arkansaw Water
Company as distributing agent. g

“The city could not obtain funds to
purchase the water system,” he said,
“since no labor would be involved, but
it could borrow funds to develop & new
supply, which would provide work for
the unemployed, and the project would
be sai-liquidating, with the sale of the
water to the present water company.”

The mayor was of the opinion that
deep wells in the - coastal 'plain area
south and east of Little Rock would
offer the best solution of the new water
supply problem. Mr. Branner’s report,
which the mayor said he has not had
time to study, sets forth that an ade-
quate supply of good water could be
obtained from deep wells southeast of
Little Rock, but points out. that the
cost  would exceed the cost of three
surface reservoirs west of the. city, from
which water could be brought to Little
Rock by gravity flow.

'WATER SURVEY T0
BE STARTED TODAY

'FERA Project Will Furnish
Committee Data on Res-
ervoirs Proposal.

K / 7 f 7 -~

oy I‘L’/tﬂ- / APAT il

A field party of si¥ will go out today
to begin a survey of the highland water-
sheds west of Little Rock to determine
| the practicability of establishing sur-
face reservoirs for a new water supply
for the city.
| The survey has been approved as an
FERA project, and is being undertaken
at the request of a Water Supply Com-
| mittee recently appointed by the Lit-
tle Rock Chamber of Commerce.

The site to be surveyed first is the
asin of North Fork of Saline river,
4 miles west of Little Rock. The first
point to be determined is whether it
would be feasible to bring the water
from the proposed reservoir to Little |
Rock by gravity flow. !
The catchment area to be surveyed
this site is approximately 62 square

§

b

at

| vey the proposed flood and catchment | Miles. After that survey is completed,

| areas of reservoir sites at Little May- | it i5 Drobable that the adjacest Alum | co

fork area will be surveyed also. '

M. Z. Bair, state Health Depa_rtmentt
sanitary engineer, and member of the|
Chamber of Commerce Committee, esti-.|
mated that about 90 days will be re-
quired to. complete the survey,

A serjes of reservoirs west of the city
was suggested by George C, Branner, |
state geologist, in a report on the water |
situation submitted a few weeks ago to
Mayor Knowlton,

Water Survey t;ﬂ)___Lpst
Several Weoks Longer

M. Z. Bair, engineer supervising
the FERA new water supply survey
being made for Little Rock west of
the city, said Tuesday that he ex-
pected the survey to consume about
two-and-a-half months “more time.

Actual work of the survey, which,

was requested by the Little Rock
Chamber of Commerce, was begun
about 15 days ago. Mr. Bair con-

ferred with members of the field par-
ty Monday afternoon and Tuesday
forenoon and was to give a report

on progress to the New Water Sup-
ply Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce at a meeting of the com-
mittee Tuesday afternoon.
Mr. Bair said the field party al-
ready has done about 24,000 feet of
| traverse work and 30,000 feet of lev-
‘ eling. - 2 5°-3 Y
ARG
Aot -
Work TIncomplete, but North
Fork of Saline River
avored.
/Lo 4
Preliminary surveys indicate that
North Fork of Saline river is probably
the most practical of three proposed
reservoir to supply
Little Rock with better water, M, Z.
Bair, member of the Chamber of ‘om-
merce Water Supply Committee, said
yesterday,
The committee, using FERA Ilabor,
hopes  to complete a flow - line survey
from the North Fork area by‘Dgc,ember

1, Mr. Bair reported, and work. already |

done indicates that water ‘could
piped to the city from a reservoir 4
Without the necessity for pumping at

% i 4 § i T =2 ) % : ‘\

i ¥

_Loan Considered.

lton’s thought in initiat- |
ing the general survey of the water sit- |
- uation by the Arkansas Geological Sur-

! the city and the Arkansaw Water Com-

(Fork,” Mr. Bair said. “The Maumelle

| catchment area now appears to be too|
‘small to take care of Little Rock’s |
needs, and, besides, it would be neces-

sary to pump the water into the reser- i
| voirs at the filter plants.”

The flow line survey from North Fork,
however, is being tied in with a survey |
from Little Maumelle, and may be ex-
tended later to Alum  Fork, the third
site recommended for a surface reser-
voir in a report prepared for the city
by George C. Branner, state geologist.

Engineer’s Report Of
20 Years Ago Studied.

Meanwhile, the committee and R. E.
Overman, who was nominated for may-
or on a ‘“better water” platform, are
studying the 20-year-old Edward Flad
report growing out of litigation between

|'pany.

Comparison of the original degree
prepared by Mr. Flad as a special mas-
ter in chancery with the subsequent pro-
. gram of the water company reveals
that three of the additions ordered by
him were constructed, while one, the
largest, was not,

Under terms of the decree, the water
company built additional filters with a
total capacity of 4,000,000 gallons and a
2,500,000 settling basin, The special
chancellor also ordered: f

“A dam and selective reservoir to be
constructed at a point about five miles
west of the present pumping station.
' The reservoir to have a capacity of ap-
proximately 300,000,000 gallons of wa-
ter.”

Option of Constructing
Storage Reservoir Given.

The company was given the option of
building a storage reservoir of 150,000,-
000 gallons, to be doubled later if and
when consumption of water demanded
it. It was further, ordered:

“The -construction of the selective
reservoir shall be commenced °within
three months from date hereof, -and the
reservoir and pipe line shall be com-
pleted and in operation within two
years and three months from date
hereof.”

This improvement, which Mr. Flad
estimated - would cost about + $275,000,
never materialized. Instead, the com-
pany compromised several years later
with the city and substituted six shal-
low wells for the selective reservoir,
Purpose of the proposed reservoir, ac-
rding to the Flad report, was to ‘“per-
mit bypassing the river at times of ex-
cessive turbidity or chlorine.” The aux-
iliary wells were intended to serve a
similar purpose.

Wells Blamed For
Growing Dissatisfaction.

However, the Branner report-indicat-
ed that 'the wells, because of the hard-
Ness of their water, have been largely
responsible for the growing, dissatisfac-
tion in recent years with the quality
of the city water supply.

The water company is now complet-
in a softening plant at a cost of about
$50,000 to improve the quality of the
well water, but members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce committee point out
that two of the six wells have turned
salty, and that the Branner report cites
a grave possibility that the others might
fail similarly at any time. In such an
event, the softening. plant would be of
no use unless other and better wells
(which might have the same fate) were
| provided.

1914 Report Suggested
Little Maumelle Reservoir.

. A surface reservoir on the Little Mau-
mells was suggested by Mr. Flad in his
report 20 years ago. He estimated that
Such & reservoir would impound 3,-
000,000,000 gallons of water and would
furnish an average daily supply of 15,«
000,000 gallons, sufficient for a popu-
lation of 200,000 at the then rate of
consumption.

Mr, Bair said, however, that subse-
quent surveys show that Mr. Flad was
far too liberal in his estimate of the
capacity of the Little Maumelle catch.
ment area. 4 : .

Mr. Flad mentioned the Little Mau-
melle reservoir as

a possibilit; n-
cluded: p ¥, but co

- “The cost of delevoping this supply
1s- prohibitive under the conditions of
the contract between the city of. Little
Rock and the Arkansaw Water Com-
Dany, except under a readjustment as
to- terms of the franchise, ineluding
water rates, life of the franchise, and
other important features.”
- Mr, Flad did not touch at all upon
the  poseibility of reservoirs at North
Fork or Alum Fork of the Saline river,
His conclusion was that: ‘
“Certain additions to ang: alterations
in' the present plant of the Arkansaw
Water Company will, with proper oper-
ation, enable the company to provide a
satisfactory supply” of “clear, pure and
‘Wholesome water, free from objection-
able quantities of chlorine.” !
. Mr. Flad also made no mention of
| water “hardness” which is a develop-

‘ment since the installation of the auxil~
Sy wells. - . yndel S A

v




" The Branner report shows increased

P & X T s o L A e o oy For Those Who W ant to Know—
: oot Ample Water Sup WILL BE ‘SOFTENED’| Soft and ‘Hard’ Water Defined|

‘mer months—with resultant increase in Spectal to the Gezette.

-the hardness of the water and inereas-" Warren, Aug. 13. — The Arkansas

—

r%ﬁ dissatisfaction on the part of the General Utilities Company, which

‘consumers.
kb oL

Water Supply Survey

- Is Nearing Completion
£ A flow line survey from the North
Fork of Saline river, one of three pro-
sed sites for a surface reservoir to
uuply Little Rock with better water,
robably will be completed by Decem-

serves Warren with water and elec-
tricity, announced today that the new
well which has bzen drilled by O. D.
Hartzo of E! Dorado has been com-
pleted. The water has been tested and
is of excellent quality. o

The old well, which ceased to func-
tion several years ago, was found filled
with cement. It was said dry cement

Company Preparing to Install

New Equipment Cost-
ing $5)0,000.

& 1 - .
A )
Preparations are beéing made by the

| Arkansaw Water Company to install

’\‘ACI- N.,;'\;ﬂ.!\‘ ¥ Cii 19 Lo -

Dissolved 'Substances Account for Difference, but |
Either Type May Be Just as Healthful as the
Other, Chemists Explain.

"1, M. Z. Bair, member of the | had been poured into the well: Mr.
Chamber of Commerse Water Supply =Hartzo drilled this cement out so that
‘Committee, has reported. “ | the water could flow throughthe line
It was said preliminary surveys in- | The old well restored produced soft

-

| equipment at its filtration plant, locat- ‘ ’ Proi;:ecil;ive tinstaléatiog‘o o}: quipment part gé the water supgly is (E‘&:irtlhfmﬁn |

. . .. | for softening the e Rock water sup- |a system. of wells and mixe the |
ed in Pulaski Heights, neariOsark a“? ply by chemical processes, recently an- |river water before it passes through the |
nue, which, by a chemical proeess, will| nounced by S. R. Brough, superintend- | purification and filtration plant. This

;;il.ca%ti:?ct{:lalstitNor&l‘lh Fork igttthe_tﬁost water, and was :xaid to be the . lbest | take the “hardness” out of Little Rock’s ent of the Arkansaw Water Company, |reduces the salt content of the river

actica e. The committee is us- | water ever used here. | water supply, S. R. Brough, superin- has given rise to inquiries as to the ex- | water, but since the well water is hard,

Ing {ERA labor in its suryey. Those Warren now has three wells and the Lt rf’ptg; ol heg : b - act nature of “hard” water and “soft” | there.is a resultant and variable degree

,i: £ aerdgetoa;xhnou?tceft];at tLvater cou[«i best quantity and quality ever used. L ed vestegday pany here, ahnounc- | water and the difference between' the |of hardness in the water supply which
DID e city irom the reservol All the water mains have been ; : | two. eventually reaches the consumer.’

This announcement, relayed to house- |
~wivesand to officials of business con- “Hardness” is the peculiar quality HatGiiun a5 Se8 RS Waiar . TR

cerns that use water in large guantities, Possessed by water containing certain temporary {ype, which, to & large: ex-
was greeted with expressions of grati. | dissolved substances. Water of this type tent, can be removed by heating. The
| tieation. * THE - improvements, 'Costing. interferes with the action of soap by |Tresidue, which settles in gas heating |
1850000 to install, will b> completed in|forming with it an insoluble compound  colls, pipes and other appliances after

or curd, and such water prevents soap | the water is heated, causes considerable
plumbing trouble. Y]
Either May Be Healtl" ul.

From the standpoint of health, there
is no difference between hard water
and soft water, so far as the average
normal person is concerned, chemists
say. Many Little Rock consumers, be-
coming apprehensive over the large

jheke without the necessity for pumP- | sjegned and the muddy appearance of
g at the filtering station, ; the water has been cleared up.
‘The Maumelle catchment area now

appears to be too small to take care
of Little Rock’s needs, and besides, it THE NEW WATER SUPPLY FOR

Ivou’l_‘d be %ecessary to pump the wa- FORT SMITHe?

# Y 4 te - 5 ‘ ,

‘plin%:.”o l\freB:r?:e:;?&r Ijte r:l;ec r{.’:\l.tm' The Wa%éi" p%)l?' ;’)robfe#x, for ;ti_x;:le for use in the fall, Mr. Brough fom: BUIUEVIE Freas
o 25 25 & . * s % | sald, > i

_The flow line survey from North | which Little Rock is undertaking a | il Fardivess of ‘Batheal waters-is

Wit s ; f ith ; : : 5 i Superintendcnt’s Statement.
ng’f ff;tt'{:“‘ a,:;‘in‘: a?dt ‘nay be e | Survey of possible solutions, seems to Mr. Brough’s announcement of the |chiefly due to salts of calcium and

‘tended later to Alum Fork, the third | have been worked out in a satisfac- company’s plans follow: magnesium. “Soft” water is character-
site recommended for a surface reser- | tory way for Fort Smith. “The Arkansaw Water Company is|ized by the practical absence of sub-
Yyoir in a report by George C. Bran- hat Sied L s Al i preparing to install new equipment as |stances such as calcium and magnesium
ner, state geologist. [vov. & (934 | y has been drawing its an addition to its purification plant, salts, which prevent the formation of
5 S o supply from the Poteau river, a tribu- which will soften the entire water sup- |lather with soap. siue faft 1 Ser dfbor il
ply during periods of extreme hardness. | Hardness in water is of two types, fﬁzu;:deof 1;1ta\¥: t;rng 012 (;‘llelz?ﬁ:il :“ﬁ
It is estimated that the cost of these | temporary and permanent. Temperary y !

tary of the Arkansas, and has had
increasing difficulty in maintaining

WATER SUBJECT OF
. TALK 70 ENGINEERS

| ply Inferior to Other
Cities’. :
Aok 25 173/
- The Little Rock water supply was
compared unfavorably - with that of

F)the_r citie§ by R. E. Overman, Demo-~
1 cratic nominee for mayor, in an address

before the Little Rock Engineers Club
éees;erday noon at the Hotel Ben Mc~
| Gehee. :

‘Mr. Overman, whose campaign was
better water for Little Rock, pointed

to that of most cities of this size, and
said that rates are higher.

He told of the survey being made for
| & committee for the Little Rock Cham-
be_r,of Commerce to determine the feas-
ibility of building a system of surface
reservoirs west of the city.

' Mr. Overman imentioned the special
election next Tuesday on the commis-
sion-city manager = form of govern-
ment, and declared that the adoption
‘of such a government in most cites
‘has been the result of some scandal
srising from the mayor-aldermanic
form of government. There has been
no such scandal in Little Rock, he
said, = : e

- The club adopted a resolution asking
;the, newspapers to publish Act 311 of
- the 1931 General Assembly, which au-

thorizes such elections. The act is

based chiefly on a pledge to secure

out that the local supply is inferior

an acceptable quality. This summer,
according to the Fort Smith South-
west American, consumers who could
afford to buy drinking water have
spent at least $1,000 a day for that

No*‘mmee 'fOl‘ : Mayor Says SUP' purpose, while many hundreds of

families have been forced to drink
unpalatable city water or get supplies
from sources more questionable than
the mains. And of course the whole
city has had to depend on the treat-
ed Poteau river water for general
domestic and industrial uses.

Fort Smith seems to be very for-
tunate in the source which it is pro-
posed to tap. The new water project
calls for the construction of a dam
and reservoir on Clear creek, some 25
miles distant in the southern Ozarks.
This pure and soft mountain water
will flow by gravity down to the city.
The saving in pumping costs is esti-
mated at $30,000 a year over the life
of the plant.

There will be another substantial
saving on the cost of purchased
drinking water, and thanks to the
PWA program a large saving on the
initial investment and its carrying
costs. An outright federal grant will
take care of 30 per cent of the labor
and material bill, and the govern-
ment loan covering’ the remaining 70
per cent of the cost of the project
will bear four per cent interest. Al-

contained in all yvolumes of the 1931
‘acts, which are available in the office
- of practically every lawyer in the city

as well as in many public officials’ of-

fices.

Fort Smith lnsppct\{ed.
1 C ?

Fort Smith, Ark., Aug. 27.—(#)—Phy-
| sical features of the site of Fort Smith’s
proposed $1,650,000 water supply were
inspected today by Alexander Allaire of
Little Rock, state engineer for the Pub-
lic Works Administration, accompanied
by Engineer W. R. Holway of Tulsa.

Formal contract for the new water
source, situated in the Boston moun-

by city officials Saturday for the loan
and grant from the PWA.

Mayor J. K. Jordan today expressed
hope that the test suit, which is required
before final consummation of the loan,
may reach the state Arkansas Supreme
Court during September. In a tele-
phone conversation with Mayor Jordan
 before inspection of the site, Allaire said

he saw no reason, why work on the
?rﬁject should not get under way next
atet n

| Softening Plant Near Completion.-i

The water softening plant, being in-!
stalled by the Arkansas Water Com-
pany west of the company’s settling

i

tﬂ:g »out hard ‘salts, Mr. Jackson said. |

basin east of Martin street in Pulaski

1)?Itﬁghts. practically has been complet-
|ed and will be in operation by Decem-

ber 15, L. A. Jackson, assistant super-

 intendent, said yesterday. Water will be

softened by a chemical process includ-
ing treatment of water with lime to

WO

Proposed Water Supply Site For

‘tains near Mountainburg, was executed |

{

I

together, it is estimated, this method

of financing will save the city not .

less than $700,000.

No wonder the Fort Smith news-
paper speaks of this undertaking as
“good business” in every way for the
people of its city.

WELL DOWN 850
FEET FOR MUNIGIPAL

Will Make Test Soon

municipal

to 260 feet below the surface,

i
i
I
:

th well, - :

"

WATERWORKS SYSTEM

Water Level at 260 Feet—

T~

‘The amount of water the well
will produce will not be known -/
uqbil a test is made, and prepar- |
atlons are being made for a test.
within the next few days. A‘\J
turbive pump has arrived for

| making the sest " A test of 150
" “alloas of water a minute fora.v
period of 72 hours is necessary

| jbefore authorities will approve

[§

additions to the purification plant will
exceed $50,000, and that the softening
treatment will add many thousand dol- 'l
lars a year to the operating expenses.

“The Arkansas river provides a
source of water supply which is rela-
tively ‘soft. There are periods of the
year when the flow in the river be-
comes low and the salt content of the
water inereases. At times, the salt con-
tent becomes so high in the river as to
become somewhat objectionable. At
these times a portion of the water sup-
| ply is drawn from a system of wells
which are practically free from salt.
The two waters are mixed before the
water passes through the purification
and filtration plant, reducing the salt
content.

“The use of the well water as a part |

content of the water furnished the con-
sumer, no matter how high it may be
| come in the river water, has been used
for many years. It is a practical sclu-
tion of the salt problem but unfortu-
nately the water from the well supply
is hard. The hardness from the well
water supply is what is known as tem- |
porary hardness which, to a large ex- |
tent, can be removed. It is because of
the fact that it can be removed that
it gives trouble when heated, 'y pre-
cipitating a deposit in gas heating
coils, pipes, etc. It is not practical and
not necessary to remove all of the
hardness in the water, but merely to
reduce the temporary hardness to a
sufficient extent to reduce the trouble
of deposits in coils, etc., to a minimum.

“At the period of the year when it
is necessary to use a large portion of
well water, the hardness of the entire
supply is materially increased. From
the consumers’ standpoint the hardness
of a public water supply is usually
measured by the soap ‘consuming prop-
| erty of the water. It is also true that
- rapid changes in hardness can be as
troublesome to the consumer as con-
tinuing hardness.

“The salt content of the river is like-
ly to ehange rapidly, so the proportion
of well water ‘used at times increases
rapidly. The result is that the hardness
! of the water furnished the consumer
|is thus unavoidably changed rather

% | rapidly.

“Many homes in Little Rock are pro-
vided with water heating systems -that
are not well adapted for heating a hard
water. As the water is heated, the
hardness is precipitated in the coils of
the heater causing stoppage. In the
past, such trouble has been experienced
by some consumers during the hard
water periods. Softening of the water
will reduce, very materially, the trouble

3\ with the gas heater coils, pipes, etc.

The drillers of the well for the™
waterworks system™
here have reached the depth of™
1850 feet with considerable water,
The water has raised in the well 3

“The work will be started in the near
future and completed in time to be in
service this fall, at which time of year
the trouble is greatest.”

New Well to Augment Warren
Water Supply Being Drilled.
A g
Special to the Gazette. & [ 414 of o
Warren, July 24.-<The Arkansas Gen-
eral Utilities Company has begun drill-
ing a new water well for Warren. O. D.
Hartzo of El Dorado is contractor. It
was said in a letter-mailed to all water
consumers in Warren that more water
had been used in the past month than

j ever before.

James G. Barr, manager, said if the

% consumers use only such water as is
@)

necessary the present supply will be
" ample until the new well is completed.
Barr said his company had anticipated
this lowering of the water supply and
in the spring had bought & new and
more powerful pump. He said that this
pump, after being installed, had to be
lowered further because of the con-

tinued fall of the water level. On sev- |

‘eral occasions the Bradley Lumber
 Company has furnished additional water

hardness is removable by boiling, and
| is due largely to the presence of such
chemical substances as calcium car-|ig
bonate. Permanent hardness is caused
by the presence of calcium sulphate or
magnesium sulphate, and cannot be re-
moved by boiling.

The chief test of the hardness of any
water, from a practical standpoint, is
its soap-consuming power. Soft water | contemplated will result ih &conomic
benefit and domestic convenience, and
that the water will be equally as

Water drawn from the Arkansas river h
| is said to be comparatively soft, but at
| certain periods of the year, when the
flow in the river becomes low, the saline
content of the river water becomes ob-
jectionably high. To overcome this, a

"zdoes not destroy soap.

of the supply for reducing the salt || Artificial Lake Project Near|

———e 2 €
Special to the Gazette. F A 20

in charge of Public Works projects in |
this vicinity has recommended a proj-
ect to federal authorities for the forma-
tion of an artificial lake several miles |
north of here in the Ozark foothills.

small cost, a small dam could be con-
structed between two hills which would
impound several small streams into a
lake that would rival Lake Hamilton,
near Hot Springs.

the proposal as it is necessary for them
to drive from 20 to 40 miles to reach a
lake in which to fish. Duck shooting
ground are much farther, but the. pro-
posed “lake would provide sufficient
sport for the: entire section.

River Water Comparatively -Soft.

Cabot Proposed. :
\,193%

Cahot, July 30.—Hoot Hill, engineer |

Mr. Hill said that, with relatively

Sportsmen here are enthusiastic over.

The land which would be covered by

thorities regarding the healthfulness of |
the water. |

many such inquiries and had repeated-
ly replied that he uses the Little Rock
water supply in his own home and
cunsiders it a2 safe and potable water
for use of average, normal individuals.
He added that the softening processes

of the state Board of Health, also en-
dorsed the proposed water softening
system and commended the purity of
the city waterhsupply.

F G Ly TR e TG

the proposed lake can be bought for_as
low as $1 an acre, and in some in-
stances, Mr. Hill said, the land has re-
verted to the state for delinquent taxes.

— A

,Surveybl\’lade :
“For Source of

Water Supply

112:15 p. m. Monday, for consideracion

Dr. W. F. Manglesdorf, state chem-
t, said recently that he had received

ealthful as heretofore.
M. Z. Bair, chief sanitary engineer

Expenses for the survey were paid
by the city, the state and the CWA.
The survey, under direction of H. B.
Allen Sickle of the state Geological
Survey, -began May 3; the report is
dated Tuesday, August 7. All possible
supplies . of surface and sub-surface
water, which were not economically
out of the question because of too
great distance from'the point of con-
sumption or other reason, were cam-
vassed, said Dr. Branner. |

The report which will be submitted |
to the mayor is about 30 pages long
and is illustrateod with maps. |
While Dr. Branner did not release:
for .publication particular details of
the report, it is apparent that some
of the chief water sources under cou-|
sideration are the Maumelle, Saline |
and Ouachita rivers, all of which
would provide soft potable water,

Some of the sources studied, said
Dr. Branner, would provide more sat-
isfactory water than others, but, it
Little Rock citizens get a new water
supply, the kind of water they get will
depend upon the size of the invest-
ment they are willing to make.

Meeting Is Called. —

Joshua K. Shepherd, president of
the Little Rock Chamber of Com-
merce, Tuesday initiated efforts to
learn whether or not Little Rock’s
water consumers are satisfied with
the water supplied them by the Ark-
ansaw Water Company. He has called
a meeting of the chamber’s members,
to be held at the Hotel Marion at
of thig matter. :

In announcing his call, he ‘S&Id.
“Neither personally nor as president
of the chamber of commrce do _I_w1h
to'appear as instigating or desiring a
fight with the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany. As far as I know, the water
company is doing all that could be ex-
pected of it under present circum-

Geologirt to Submit
Completed Report to
Mayor Knowiton.

A survey of possible sources of a
new and softer water supply for Lit-
'tle Rock has just been completed un-

der the supertision of the Arkansas
| Geological Survey,

l The survey was requested several
!  months ago by Mayor Knowlton, and
| Dr. George C. Branner, head of the
{ state Geological Survey, said Wed-
nesday that the preliminary report
which has been prepared will be sub-
mitted to the mayor upon his expected
return from an out-of-town trip Wed-
nesday night,
It is beliéved that th® survey came
| as a result of the expressed desire of

]a considerable body of public senti-
ment for a softer and meore potable
water for Little Rock, especially since
the river water has reached an un-
usually low stage and has to be diluted

i
|

stances.
| “I appreciate the fact that even
now the water company is planning
improvements that will give the city
a softer water than it has been re-
ceiving, but it has occurred to me,
and 1 know from conversations with
others that many have the -same
jdea, that it might be better, in plan-
ning the future of the city to provide
for an entirely different source of sup-
ply. :
“We have many things in Little|
Rock of which we have been and are
proud, but our water is not one of

| them.”

wih well water which has a high de-

gree of hﬂr(!ness. ATy

i s
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Discussed at
 Meeting Here

fomicons éwhétheﬁ -y not a sufficient
number of you hold similar opinions
to justif: C o

co;l;t‘ogsd of competent, fair-minded,
level-headed, thoroughly experienced,
and :home—lovixg citizens—to investi-

gate the.hposgibilities along this line;

. e, <iF oW review the Branner survey recently
g A T -

e | made and any other surveys or avail-

o - /| able data; consider the improvements
ﬂf C' Head Declares. or advances in the field of chemistry

that might be available for th -
: G]:lange Would Be Of [ fection of our water; confer Wiethpgg-
- No Greater Cost.

consult with the water com

make any other inquiry the committee

: Eibressing the opinion that softer, » R e 1 ht
mo eems advisable, then inform us what,
more potable water actually would be il opinion,' ate the: steps: N

of"no greater cost to the citizens of | 1ittle Rock should take to get a year-
 Greater Little Rock than the kind of | round abundant suply of potable soft

tify my asking a committee—  hea

ficials and councilmen of both cities;

Arkansaw Water Company, Joshua K.
Shepherd, president of {he Little
Rock chamber of commerce, brought
the much-mooted water supply ques-
tion out into the open at a luncheon
meeting sponsored by the chamber at
the Hotel Marion Monday.
' When  called upon for an expres-
_sion of sentiment, those at the meet-
ing voted unanimously for a com-
plete investigation looking toward sup-
plying Greater Little Rock with a
‘new source of softer, more potable
 water, if this is found advisable from
information to be gathered by a com-
mittee appointed by Mr. Shepherd.
Phe report of g water supply sur-
vey made under the direction of the
Arkansas geological survey tas pre-

as chairman of a committee to- go
m@gﬁs ughly inte a study of new
| water' for Little Rock. Other mem-
| this committee are Thomas S.
"Henry H. Tucker, . M. Z.
' Bair and George D. Suter. Mr. Bair
‘and Mr. Suter, both of whom are past
‘presidents of the Little Rock Engi-
neers Club, were selected for their
technical knowledge of the - problem
' and because of their special interests
in the subject. Mr, Bair is state san-
itary engineer and Mr. Suter is chief
_engineer of the Arkansas I'ire Preven-
tion Bureau.
. Possibly 150 attended the meeting,
| called by Mr. Shepherd for the spe-
fic purpose of getting public senti-
ent on the advisability of getting a
m’y and better water supply for Lit-
tle Rock. There was also some ten-
ive discussion of rates, Among
present were city officials, mem-
f the chamber and other interest-
'SONS,
. Mr. Shepherd, who presided, pre-
luded his statement opening the wa-
‘ter supply discussion with a report of
various chamber activities for civie
| betterment. S. R. Brough, superin-
tendent of the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany, was present at the meeting. The
‘invocation was spoken by the Rev.
‘Homer B. Reynolds, pastor of the
Baptist tabernacle, Tenth and Pine
 streets.
| Mr. Shepherd based his declaration
‘that better water would not cost
| more on the theory that the differ-
ence in rate would be saved to the
cons in the decreased expenses
in use of softer water. .
! His complete statement follows:
' Should Find New Supply.
“Whom the Gods would destroy,.
_they first make mad’ Remembering
“that, let us prevent the gods of mis-
_chance from leading into acrimony or
disturbing personal references the dis-
cussions which may follow concerning
| a subject of so great interest to so
‘many of us in Little Rock
e Yy Rock and North
“It is neither my purpose nor de-
to make an attack upon the Ark-

consumer,

ik

z 4

ansaw Water Company, I under~
» d and helieve that the water com-
pany is furnishing the citizens of this
| community water that is chemically
pure and of a type that meets the le-
| gal requirements of its contract. I
‘simply join others in feeling that the
time has come when we can afford to
.g:'oenre a supply of water which will
 be more satisfactory to a larger num-
" ber and which water, being ®ofter,
* would actually cost us less—all things
ﬂb.%gted—throu%h its cost per 1,000
gallons might be greater than the
amount which we now pay to the wa-
ter company for the present hard wa-
ter we get from it. The present cost
of our use of water, in our homes and
industries, is not limited to the month-
}y bills of Arkansaw Water Oompang.
for to them, at this time, must be add-
ed the extra expense of more fre-
‘quent attention to, and repairs and
replacements of, heaters, boilers,
pipes and plumbing equipment; extra
soap consumed; cost of softening
ﬁ nty or processes, and the cost of
! king water in those many cases
nnot make satisfactory use of
water that has a high chemical
nt. If we could be relieved of
extra expense, we could afford
rked increase in the price
of,tI!auwat‘elr that ”éomu:;

water now being supplied by the | Water.

sented at the meeting. Mr. Shep-
herd appointed Charles .. Thompson

Rieterating my earnest request that
we. all be of a charitable opinion, I
now open the meeting for your dispas-
sionate comments.

Mr. Brough made a statement in
which he declared the Arkansas river
water, which is now being used with
supplementary wells, to be “the most
‘logical source of supply,” and remind-
ed those at the meeting that the wa-
ter company is already making plans

for installing equipment to soften the
present water supply.
Mr. Brough’s Statement,
His statement follows: .

“] am glad to have the opportunity
| of meeting with you on this occasion
| and feel that it will result in a better
| understanding between the company
and its consumers. I want to assure
you that the water company will co-
operate fully in providing complete
and true information regarding the
local water supply.

“Some 20 years ago the qiestion of
the potability and the adeqfacy o the
river water as a source of supply‘,w.as
thoroughly investigated. "The city
brough suit against the company con-
tending that the supply was not pot-
able. The case was heard before the
Hon. John E. Martineau, who was
then chancellor. The court appoint-
| ed Bdward Fladd, a nationally known
water supply engineer, to investigate
the question, including other sources
of supply than the river. He worked
oun the case about two years, made a
thorough investigation and his report
was made an order by the court and
was consented to by the city and the
water company, that; the Arkansas
river was the most logical source of
" supply, supplemented by a well sup-
ply to dilute the river water when it
was high in salt or high in tl_lrbldlt,\_r.
Tt further provided for certain addi-
tions to the plant, such as, additional
boilers, pumping equipment, build-
ings, filters, basins and pipe lines be
constructed, and during this 20 years
. we have strictly adhered to the orders

set forth in that decree and are doing "

it meeting of the finance and |
he: mmittee of the city council
was held at the city hall Monday to
_consider routine matters which are to
be presented to the city council at its
regular meeting Monday night.

he health committee will recom-
mend that repairs be made to the
nurses’ home at the ecity hospital if
labor for the work can be furnished
by the state agency of the Federal Re-
lief Administration. The city will
furnish materials for the project if
the council decides to go ahead with
the work,

July bills and payrolls are to be
presented to the council for approval
and a report on a recent survey of
sources for a new supply of city water
is to be turned over to the council.
The report probably will be referred
to the utilities committee,

No action was taken by the finance
committee with reference to a pro-
posal that articles in the museum on
the third floor of the city hall be turn-
ed to some new agency which will
provide a suitable place for the ex-
hibits,

The Little Rock public will approve
the action of President Joshua K.
Shepherd in calling a meeting of the
Chamber of Commerce to consider
Little Rock’s water supply. i

The great question is whether the
 present supply can be made satisfac-
| tory or whether Little Rock should
demand water from a new source.

The answer should be based on
complete and comprehensive investi-
gation. That would call for a proper-
ly constituted body to undertake this
responsible duty and it might require
the services of engineers and other
technical advisers.

The present supply is not polluted.
It does not contain “germs.” But the
' question of its potability remains
open. Are an excessive number of
families buying water to drink? Is the
piped water acceptable for other do-
 mestic purposes? What about its ef-
| fects on plumbing and on automobile
cooling systems? On industrial ma-
chinery and processes? On Little
Rock’s industrial development?

If it should finally be decided, after
due examination of all phases of the
matter, that the Arkansas river is
not a dependable and satisfactory
source of supply the problem of find-
ing a new supply would have to be

50 now. »
“The use of the well supply cor-

rects the salt condition of the river,
but imparts a greater degree
‘hardness’ to the water,

“The officials of your company de-
cided to provide for softening some
three months ago, and recently an-
nounced it. All of the material neces.
sary for the construction of this plant,

' other than that obtainable locally, has
been ordered and we expect to have
the plant in operation early this fall,
When in operation, the hardness of

. the water will be materially reduced.

| The reduction of the salts that cause
| hardness make it more convenient and
| desirable for use in the home and it is

" roughly estimated that the saving to
each consumer will average between
$5 and $15 per year. Taking the low-
er figure the economies resulting in
the home should agproximate an eco-
nomic saving to the population  of
greater Little Rock of over $100,000.
We hope it, will not be necessary to
delay this. A

River Is Dependable.

“The Arkansas river is a depend-
able supply of water. In the sericus
drouth of 1930 when many water
plants failed and others curtailed ser-
vice, your local company, with the
river as a source, had an abundance
of water, and again this year we con-
tinue to have water in an unlimited
quantity for any consumption demand
the people of Little Rock may require.
~ “The purity of the water is of the
utmost importance, and I want to as-
sure you we take every precaution to
safeguard and maintain that, We
make numerous = bacteriological and
chemical tests every day. You may al-
ways be sure this water is pure and
healthful.

“It is possible that your body may
appoint a committee to investigate
this matter further. If you do, we
hope that we can have the pleasure of
condueting this committee through
our plant and assure you we will give
‘your committee comp! ete co-operation
in their investigation, = -

" “Mr. chairman, I thank you for
this privilege of presenting these few
brief facts before you.”

sclved.

That the supply has not been suit- |
able or acceptable this summer is ad-
mitted by the Water Company when
it proceeds to instal apparatus to
soften the water. But the big question
for the public is not how to meet the
emergency of a low river. It is how to
' be assured of a permanent supply of
satisfactory water for personal, house-
hold and industrial needs.

'RESERVOIR SURVEY

" NEAR COMPLETION'

| Topographic Work on Proposed Lit-
l tle Rock Water Supply Starts

Tomorrow.
Nl TIo, pd 1y

A party from the United States Geo-
logical Survey will begin topographic
work Monday on the proposed reser-
voir project west of the city, which
would supply Little Rock with water
under a plan sponsored by the Chamber
. of Commerce.
- VM. Z. Bair, state sanitary engineer
'and member of the Chamber of Com-
| merce Committee who is supervising
the work, said yesterday he hoped to
| have the entire survey completed within
two or three weeks. He said that about
six or seven miles of work remained
for the survey crews furnished by the
FERA and that completion would de-
pend largely on the amount of time the
government party is able to spend on
the work, which is being undertaken in
conjunction ‘with a similar survey in
the Little Rock area.

P
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" If the legislature provides for state
regulation of public utilities it should
certainly take care that vital interests
‘of municipalities are not made to
fer. iy b :

As Democratic nominee and virtual
mayor-elect of Little Rock, R. E.
Overman points out that the water
franchise granted by the city 50 years
ago expires this year. He contends
that certain sections of the Ward-
Johnson bill as introduced would have
the effect of perpetuating the expiring
franchise at least until the city might
be authorized to purchase the water

system. :

satistied with their present water sup-
ply. Surveys are going on to determ-
ine the feasibility of tapping an ade-
quate and satisfactory supply and ob-'
taining a PWA allotment for the con-
¢ sﬁsﬁv struction work. If that should prove
possible the question of a distribution
| system in the city would have to be
| | settled next. No legislation should tie
the city’s hands in negotiations with |
the holders of the old water fran-
chise. /

The people of Little Rock are not

| LITTLE ROCK’S WATER AND THE
NEW UTILITIES BILL.

The city water question gives the
people of Little Rock a direct and vital
interest in Senator Johnson’s bill for
state regulation of public utilities.

R. E. Overman as Democratic nom-

a member of the City Council object
to provisions which they believe might

inee for mayor and Floyd J. Terral as |

make it impossible for Little Rock to ;
| obtain a new source of supply and |

eventually acquire and operate the
present distribution system if munici-

.pal ownership of this utility should
 be found desirable. 2 -/ % 3

|

! Present law permits a city to issue,
by a majority vote of the people, the

bonds that might be required for ac-
“quiring a public utility. As the John-
son bill stands a two-thirds vote would
be required.

+ At present the city could go into

court in condemnation proceedings if
it could not come to terms with the
water company for the purchase ot

bill, Mr. Overman and Mr. Terral con-
tend, failure to agree would throw the
fixing of the purchase price into the
hands of a state commission whose
findings could be questioned in court
only as to errors of procedure. If no
such errors could be shown the find-
ing of the commission on the purchase
price would be final and binding on
the city. :

Little Rock may never want to pur-
chase the Arkansaw Water Company’s
plant. But surely no unnecessary dif-
ficulties should be placed by the leg-
islature in the way of whatever action
| may eventually seem to be in the best
interest of the Little Rock public.

its property. But under the Johnson
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ayor ’s Przme Objectwe
e, C —f—f—?%
mfrﬁn, in It(augura Address, Renews Pledge of

to Improve Supply.

pddress to the City Council
st night, Mayor R. E. Overman said:

Today government is getting out of
Wq'so! the people, not in the sense’
body is taking it away from
-but in the sense. that with the
extension of its technical as-
; it is becoming more and more
ult to comprehend and control.

the duties and problems
the mayor and council of
l‘n the immediate future

Sees Endorsement df
Views on Water Issue.

4, In addition to the subject just
enumerated, which will be properly as-
signed to standing committees of the
council, there remains the major issue
whi(;h absorbed the attention and re-
ceived the overwhe!ming endorsement
of our citizens, who ‘on October 30
nominated a mayor on . the
question.”

In January of this year, the federa)
government, through the Department
of Public Works, sent out a question-
naire, over the entire nation, which
was returnable by February 11, re-
questing public bodies to submit to the
department, public works projects com-
. prehending the needs of the commun-
ity responding. The city of Little Rock,

reﬁm and even in the past few |
‘years were very simple.and seem so
today, md yet in their practical solu-
‘tion | A few of

~a view of making them safe for
people. Certain adjustments must
‘made in our parking regulations.

Little Rock, by reason of its geograph-

"lqcationtis the point of converg-
ice of the state’s most prominent fed-
11 highways. This imposes upon our
city the work of handling the traffic
on these trunk lines, into and through
our city, in the most expeditious man-
ner. This, in itself, throws additional
burden upon the Traffic Enforcement
ment of the city.

ce Little Rock, which is, roughly
king, Pulaski county, makes a
er contribution in taxes to the sup-
- of the state government than any
city of Arkansas, and since we
two and one-half times as much
s other seven counties of the Fifth
ional District, it is incumbent,
upon the state Highway De-
ent- to make liberal concessions
in the administration of its bi-
_program. Therefore, we shall ex-
and accept such contributions of
ation from the state Highway
artment commensurate with proper
ndling of the enormous amount of
c passing over the streets and
wp‘ya.through our city.

mitted such a list of ' public works
-same being in excess of $9,000,000. It is
not presumed that all of these proj-
ects will be acted upon favorably and
allowed, but it is generally conceded
that in the matter of priority the first
and paramount requirement for the
city of Little Rock is a better “water
supply.” -

It is quite significant, therefore, that
in reply to the mass demand of our
citizens that all organized civic bodies
who have to do with the problems of
our social and industrial life, were as a
unit in listing the “water supply” as
project No. 1 and should have priority
in our request of the federal govern-
ment for funds with which to carry to
a successful accomplishment this im-
portant matter.

The civic bodies to which I refer
are, the Little Rock Chamber of Com-
merce, the Engineers Club and the
City Planning Commission, which in-
cludes in its personnel representatives
of our two daily newspapers. .

The struggles on the part of our elti-
zens to get relief from the bad water
furnished to them by the Arkansaw

Water Company has been going on for
years. This is not a new demand of
our people. :

Twenty years ago, Mayor Charles E.
Taylor and the council undertook to
secure a “satisfactory water” for the
citizens of Little Rock and filed com-
plaint in Chancery Court of Pulaski
county in the name of the city, in

matters coming before thé
stration for immediate and in- |
. consideration are: The com- |
n of the airport field, the new
zar and Administration building to
end that Little Rock may take its |
among the leading cities of the
n in matters relating to air trans- | Arkansaw Water Company, be re-
ation, quired to perform its contract by se-
+| curing and constantly maintaining a

4 nﬁﬁ%ﬁtﬁtﬁ? I;remllll;lfa:r;a;l;i supply of pure and wholesome water
Bl B ghven’ cavefol at- for cooking and drinking and all other

B 0¥ the council. domestic purposes and that it bhe re-
Shomugh B Stk & view of oor- strained from procuring its water sup-
g and co-ordinating our- hospi- | pls:mfrom :he Ark:n:;.s trive;'t ;

7 e outcome o at suit was the

» hiealth and sanitation pro appointment, by the court, Hon. John

' lg i.ncumbent upon the incoming A -
E. Martineau, jud: f Pulaski Chan-
tion an judge of Pulas an
ministration and in this connection cery Court, of Edward Flad as. spe-

avi
9: ufgfﬂ?;?:g;ag:t? lay before | iai master to investigate the possi-
o™ exity of this problem % [ bility of a new source of supply and
;mp! 1b1e by our citizenship the feasibility of same. This report
‘ ’4’ mthi,sn question & major plank’ was made and filed. The principal
nl#tﬁorm e shall. $h.the best I_eature of the report was that a satis-
oy lb!hta', make it ane of the major factory supply of water could be devel-
i 1es of my administtation. oped by construeting’ a dam on the
ishme Little Maumelle river, forming a reser-

way of parenthesis, I might sug- voir, which would collect the rainfall

that at some future date a con-
from an area of approximatel 30
of | 2
dation the County and City hos Water from this reser-

square miles.
rcquirements in such a program | 2%

: voir would undoubtedly be of excep-

consummated under a unit | tional purity.

At. Mr. Flad's -direction, samples of
water from the Maumelle were ana-
lyzed by John F. Wexford, chemist,
St. Louis, Mo.

Listen to what he says about the

- 3. Before any plans of expansion or |
batterment can be undertaken thought
-must given to the city’s finances.
revenue, from all sources, for the
on of the city for the year of |

‘estimated at approximately | water from Little Maumelle:
000 of which $55,000 is the esti- Next to rain water or the water of
revenue from the three-mill | melting snow, the samples of water, |

‘I am informed that approxi-
$165,000 of this amount has al-
y been appropriated and either ex-
or. pledged for the first thres
e year, leaving approxi-
y $385,000 with which to carry on

the analysis of which I reported to you
on January 2, 1914, represent the
purest natural wateérs with which I
have thus far had any experience.

: “I unhesitatingly recommend the
‘mpounding of water as pure as that

ltionally soft would obviously constitute |

“water

through its authorized oificials, sub-.
projects, the total estimated cost of

which it “prayed” that the defendant,

low as 30 P, m. as eompered' with
‘the present average of 150 p. p. m.

“3. There would be no expense of
softening.

“4, The chlorid content would prob-
| ably be exceptionally low, perhaps less
than 10 p. m. m. as compared to 10-
year average of 208 p. m. m. present
supply. :

“56. The expense of treating such
water would probably be less than the
cost of treating the present supply:

“6. The flow to Little Rock would
be a gravity flow.

“7. A permanent, adequate supply of
water very low in chlorides and excep-

a valuable asset to the city of Little
Rock not only as a means of industrial
‘economy, but as an a,dded convenience
‘to those who live here and as an added
attraction to prospective residents.”

Also Quotes From
Company’s Statement.

.Thus you see by the statements of
experts the feasibility of procuring a
satisfactory water suppiy.

The Arkansaw Water Company says
in its report to the Chamber of Com-
merce Committee, dated January, 1935:

“Undeniably, the Arkansas river
water, at certain times of the year,
‘contains sufficient sodium chloride or
. common salt to make it impalatable for |
drinking purposes.”

The report also says:. “There is no
denying the fact that the Tiaraoess of
existing supply without treatment
(special softening) is unsatisfactory
water for use in boilers.”

You see, therefore, that hardness of
our water constitutes the basis of all
our complaints,

The variability of the hardness is
very marked. It runs from a low of
142 p. pmtohighon'Zsppm
according to the water company’s state-
ment, covering 10 years average.

However, much of the time the con-
tent exceeds 300 and up to 400 p. p. m.

The water from the highland area
west of Littlt Rock, Saline river forks,
shows an analysis of 42 to 59. This is
really soft water.

The drinking water bill for Little
Rock is estimated to exceed $200,000
per year. I notice that bottled water
is used at the statehouse, at tht city
hall and other public buildings as well
as many private office buildings and
also our residences.

Consider the loss to our people in
soap, heating bills, plumbing bills, pipe
cleaning bills and linen renewal.

There are only two of the 48 major
cities of the United States that do
 not own their water plants. The cities
are not continually and forever begging
some private corporotion, owned by &
New York company, to live up to their
contract with its customers in spirit
as well as in technical observance.

With the profits made by the water
company, during the 20 years of con- |
troversy, they could have built these
dams and impounded a pure water and
the increassd consumption per capita
would have paid off the debt. .

They spend more money resisting our
attempt.s to better our condition than

it would require to fulfm our demands.
Therefore, as mayor of Little Rock,
I accept for myself and for the City
Council the mandate of its citizens,
so expressed, that this important matter
of furnishing our people with ‘satis-
factory water” constitutes the prime
obJectlve of this admmistration

her three-fourths of the year. It
erefore, that an excess of
y $25,000 has been ex-

represented by any of the samples for
the water supply of the city of Little{
: e first quart: 1 Rolgk "B
) arter. | r. Branner, state geologist,
Monthly pay rolls and bills are con- | his report of August '7g 1935 “As;}x’;s)pll;
and must be met regularly, of surface water from the highland
our rece_ipts are quite irregu- | area west of Little Rock would be ad-
bulk of it coming at taxpay- | vantageous, with respect to the pres-
Financ ing the city’s opera- | ent system for the following reasons:
“l. The supply would be perma-

& e;:a The al- ' nent and would be adequate to meet|

> Ve every any emergency.

| de: @ ﬂmbe the city on the pres-  “2. The water would be very low in
t levying any addi-

hardness, probably less than 60 pattl
per m\ma - gallons, and might be

ouncil Authorizes Him to
Take All Steps to Utilize
New Source.

1AY BUY PRESENT PLANT

upply Furnished City Declared ‘Un-
desirable’ and Rate Held ‘Exces-

sive’ by Resoluhon. , ‘é ;

L/L/: Tt : 2:’ Vo 1 ‘ﬂ {b

>

The City Council last night adopted
3 resolution empowering Mayor Over-
man to make all arrangements for ac-
quiring a new source of water supply
and to take steps for acquisition of the
present water plant and distributing sys-
t-m by purchase, condemnation or any
other lawful manner.”

' The resolution described the present
water supply as “unpotable, undesirable
and damaging to citizens, vegetablon
and machinery,” and said the water is
supplied at “a grossly excessive rate.”

Sweeping powers given the mayor in-
cluded authority to purchase necessary
properties, to impound and maintain
a reservoir, to construct necessary
pipelines and dams, and to fix a rea-
sonable price and terms for payment.

A provision giving the city attorney
partial supervision of contract arrange-

ments was written into the resolut!on

! in pencil.

The resolution was agreed upon at a
closed meeting of the council, sitting
as a Committee of the Whole, and roll
call at the public session later in the
council chamber was a mere formality.
The 16 aldermen present voted for the
. resolution. Aldermen Winder and Tur-
| ner was absent.
{ At the meeting from which news-
| papermen were barred, Mayor Overman
told the council that immediate passage
of the resolution was necessary to en-
able him to take advantage of the op-
portunity of obtaining federal funds
through the $4,000,000,000 work relief
program.

Text of Resolution Giving
Mayor Broad Powers.

| The resolution follows:
A resolution giving and granting unte
. the mayor of the City of Little Rock
full power and authority to take all
necessary action for requiring im-
_provements in the waterworks system
“of the city ‘of Little Rock, lowering
the rates, and acquiring the present
waterworks system and for the ﬂ-
nancing of such acquisition.
“Whereas, it is the consensusof opin-
jon of the City Council that the Ar-
kansaw Water Company is now and
has for many years been
water to the citizens of L!tﬁe ﬁdck
which is unpotable, undesirable, and
damaging to its citizens, vegetation
machinery, at a grossly excessive ra
| and it is believed that the mayor ahould
be given full power .and authority to
remedy this condition by negotiation or
necessary action to remedy the source
of supply, type of water, and rates
charged, to bring to the citizens of Lit-
tle Rock a palatable and desirable water
for domestic and industrial use at a
fair and reasonable rate and to acquire
the present water plant and'its prop-
‘erty and a new source of supply within
or without the county of Pulaski and
to make the necessary finanéial ar-
rangements therefor; and
“Whereas, the city is now authorized
by law to acquire said existing system
and to construct and provide a new
source of supply and the necessary pipe
line for conveying same to the city of
Little Rock for distribution and to pay
therefor or finance the same solely
from the revenues of said waterworks
. system and without pledging the credit
or taxing power of the city of Little

Rock;

“Now, therefore:

“Be it resolved by the City Council
of the city of Little Rock, Ark.:

“Section 1. That R. E. Overman,
mayor of Little Rock, be and he is
hereby authorized and empowered to
take such steps as he may deem neces-
sary for the adjustment of water rates,
the furnishing of a new water supply,
or for the acquisition by purchase, con-
demnation, or in any other lawful man-
ner of such properties, of the Arkansaw
| Water Company in the city of Little
| Rock, Ark. and all rights, easements,
| and franchises relating thereto, and
necessary or convenient for the opera-
tion thereof, as may be deemed advis-
ableandfo:theecqumttonot;m
~source of - stggply of potable and

b . :
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\SOURCE OF WATER

he FERA will be asked to furnish
additional assistants in the eity
‘supply survey being made by the
 committes of the Little Rock
nber of Commerce, it was an-
unced yesterday following a meeting
' the committee in the offices of the
| chairman, C. L. Thompson." :
The progress report filed by M. Z
Bair, chief sanitation ‘engineer with
state Board of Health, indicated
a ‘while no definite 'conclusions for
consideration by ‘the committee had
-reached. 30 or 35 miles of territory
west of Little Rock had been sur-
eyed. T&)ographlqal, maps were be-
‘prepared. The survey of this land
ich parallels Highway 10 west of the
yinmrequire three weeks more, Mr.
- sa S

dam to make it possible to bring
into Little Rock by - gravity are,

 George C. Branner, state geologist, is
conducting a survey of the area be-
t  Little Rock and Pine Bluff to
_determine if a supply of water from
ww.ﬂl& would be practicable, Mr,

it }_ﬁpson'said. i

b

ek _

" Several locations for a proposed site | 8 country through loans from the

Mayor-elect indicates He Will
Apply for Federal Funds
to Get Supply.

10 s
RAUA/ ’ £y .

That the new city administration

will apply for federal funds to secure

dicated in an address by R. E. Over-
man, mayor-elect, before the Co-oper-
ative Club at the Peacock yesterday.

If the water supply could be obtained,
the city then could wholesale it to the
Arkansaw Water Company which has
distribution facilities, he said.

The water project would be self-
liquidating, he explained, and pointed
out that similar developments have
been carried out in other sections of

| Applications to PWA and For-

a water supply for Little Rock was in-|

government,. :
Mr. Overman’s subject was “A Bet-

~ examined by the committee.('*'er Versus a Bigger Little Rock.” He

1wns introduced by Charles 8. Lawson.
city collector. 4
Joe Schmglzer and Albert Hanger
| were appointed as the committee ¢n
charge of arrangements on the club’s
Christmas party which will be .given at
the Peacock next Mﬂl__& s

ENGINEER TALKS ON
NEW WATER SOURCE

MZ Bair 'Tellsv Realtors

would cause the wells to become as
salty as the river water.

Thz natural water reservoir which
supplies the wells runs under the river,
he said, and several years ago, two wells
used by the water company had to be
abandoned becausz they became salty.

Thinks Proposal Feasibie.

Myr. Bair, who is assisting in com-
pleting the water supply survey, said
indications point toward the feasibility

" Company’s Wells = ‘Haz-
~ ardous Location.’
O 11934

1

M. Z. Bair, sanitary engineer for the
' state Board of Health, explained the
proposed method for obtaining a water
supply for Little Rock from the water-
shed of the Saline river area at a meet-
ing of Little Rock Real Estate. Board
at the Hotel Ben McGehee at noon yes-
terday.

The well area now used by the Ar-
kansaw Water Company  was described
as a “hazardous location.”

‘ ‘The water company wells are in the
floor of the valley near the river, Mr.
Bair explaincd, and the well water is
.‘nry;hard. This water is used during
‘dry weather to counteract salt in the
river water.

| If the drain on the wells should be-
‘come heavy and constant during dry
‘weather, there is danger that the level
of the well reservoir might drop until
river water would seep through from
the bovtom of the river, he said. This

INDICATED BY MAP

Prepared From U. S. Geolog-
ical Survey Data by
Engineer.

], 4 2 4

George C. Branner, state geologist,
has had prepared a relief map of the
sections of Pulaski and . 1e ccunties
where it is proposed that ieservoirs be
constructed to provide a new source of
water for Little Rock.

The map, made by Earl Cato, Little
Rock engineer, from a United States
Geological Survey contour map of the
| state in the state Geological Depart-
' ment, shows the areas proposed 10 be |
included in catchment basins and lakes |
and the route of a proposed pipe Unei
to the reservoir on Pulaski Heights. :

The first lake or reservoir on the
| North Fork of Saline river would con- !
‘tain 9.7 f""uare,miles and would have
a catchm % ‘en sof 62 square miles.
The Alum ™7t “__levesr, which would
supplemert - her, would contain 2.6
square miles with a catchment area of
‘44 square miles, -

The outlet to the Saline reservoir
would be about 27 miles from Little
Rock, necessitating construction of a
pipe line of that length. The elevation
of the reservoirs is believed to be suf-
ficient to bring the water to the stand
pipe in Little Rock by gravity flow.

2 :

of the proposed plan. He said that the
possibility of bringing the supply into
Little Rock by gravity was being con-
sidered. ; )

Another month or six weeks will be
required to complete the survey, he!
said. |

R. E. Wait, chairman_of the board’s
Public Affairs Committee, rerorted that
he had discussed with Mayor Enowlton
the necessity of improving the sewage
disposal system in the Fourche area,
where broken lines have created an
unsanitary condition.

Syd Willpanks, president of the
board, presided. :

-

Work Begun "on New Cotter
- Water System. -

[ 14% @
Special to the Gazette, ¢
‘Cotter, Jan. 8.—The Volz Construc-
T tion  Company of Memphis, Tenn,
which has the contract for installing
the water system here, has started ex-
cavating pipe line ditches. The system
is & PWA project. Cost will be approxi-
mately $50,000.

Two deep: wells have been completed
which will furnish a water supply suf-

ticient for a town of from 5,000 to 7,000,
population. A steel tower, 100 feet high, '

supply the upper residence section. The
water supply for the business and lower
residential “section will be “furnishec

from a steel reservoir.

est Service Next Moves
for Water Supply.

PRIVATE CAPITAL MAY AID

Little Chance of U. S. Funds to Buy
Out Company After Utilities Com-

mission Helps Fix Value,

P e

Mayor Overman returned to Little
Rock yesterday from Washington confi-
dent the government will advance the
money for construction of a water res-
ervoir and dam west of the city, but he
reported the city may have to go to
private capital to finance municipal
| purchase of the plant and distribution
! system of the Arkansas Water Com-
pany.

“Officials of the PWA informed me
we could not count on more than 15 or’
20 per cent assistance in buying the
water plant,” he said, “but there should
be no difficulty in financing the re-
mainder of the cost, beeause it is a
sound, first-class investment.”

The mayor’s next three moves will be?
. Filing of an application with the Na-
| tional Forest Service in Hot Springs for

permission to use government forest
‘lands for the catchment area of the
reservoir.

Filing of an application in the Little
Rock office of the PWA for a loan of
© $2,500,000 to construct the reservoir,

dam, and 37 miles of gravity flow con-
duits to Little Rock.

| Negotiating with the Arkansas Water
| Company, with the co-operation of the
state Department of Public Utilities, to
reach a “fair and proper price” for the
purchase of the company’s plant and
distribution system.

Disagrees With Water
Executive as to Price.

Mayor Overman does not agree with.
S. R. Brough, superintendent of the
water company, that the price to be
agreed upon will be around $5,000,000.

T am advised,” he said, “that Mr.
Brough feels the figure will be around
$5,000,000. If that be true, then I will
be greatly disappointed in their valua-
tion and feel the matter will result in
litigation, From what I know of their

figure being a fair valuation of their
present plant. We will await their val-
uation, however, before taking definite
action in the matter.”

The mayor indicated that he hopes
to accomplish both projects—construc-
| tion of the new water supply system
and acquisition of the plant—for little
' more than $5,000,000 and certainly no

more than $6,000,000.

He pointed out that the 1922 inven-
tory, upon which he asked New York
officials of the holding company to

will be erected on Cotter Heights to "/ base a tentative price, was less than

$3,000,000 and he feels that subsequent
improvements have been offset by de-
terioration.

Reports PWA Officials
Highly Encouraging.

The mayor said officials of the PWA
in Washington were strongly encourag-
ng.

Clarence E. McDonough, director of
engineers, told him that allocations un-
der the new works program will be
based on the unemployment situation

'in the cities applying for aid, on the
permanence and usefulness of the pro-
posed projects, and on the possibilities
for employment in the projects.

“He added that Little Rock and the
water supply project seemed to qualify

| in these respects,” Mayor Overman said.

,  He conferred with the assistant di-

rector of the Finance Division, Mr.

Thoron; W. A. Shappard, senior finance
examiner, and Charles Brooks, assistant
finance examiner.

“They examined our plans,” the may~
or said, “and were unanimous in agree-
ing that the project is very sound. Mr.,
Thoron even went so far as to esti-
mate the per capita obligation, and
told me: )

«‘A city of the size of Little Rock
could very well contract an obligation
of that size.’”

| Two Who Will Be A‘ssigned'
To PWA Office Here.

Incidentally, the mayor said he was
informed that Mr. Brooks, a son of W.
E. Brooks, superintendent of the Mis«
souri Pacific Railroad Company, and M.
W. Amis, an attorney in the Finance
Division of the PWA, will be sent to
Little Rock soon to work with

operations I cannot conceive of that .

b

rvice and the Public Land Office.
‘He conferred with F. A. Silcox, chief
forester, and C. H. Squires, an as-
sistant. They went over maps of the
' catchment area and the mayor said he |

and Congressman McClellan, in
district the proposed reservoir

wlil be
1t, went to the National Forest

 was assured that the National Forest

forest lands. He was instructed to |

\Service heartily approves such use of

| file a formal application with the chief
forester of the Ouachita National For=

est.
The Public Land Office promised to
| furnish a detailed acquisition map show-
ing the public land domain in the
area.

«By the use of the government land

around the Alum Fork dam site,” Mayor
Overman said, “we should be able to
| construct the reservoir cheaper than the

|| $2,844,500 estimated by the Little Rock

Chamber of Commerce’s Water Supply
Committee, for we will be spared the
necessity of acquiring much of the land
from private interests.”

Mayor Overman did not approach

RFC officials in Washington, he said, ',

because of its policy of lending money |

on terms. too short to permit repayment
from the profits of the water system.

«Tt is possible,” he said, “that a plan
might be worked out to borrow from
the RFC on short ' terms, buy the
water company’s plant, and then retire |
the loan by a private long-term bond |
issue that could readily be paid off
from the income of the system.”

' Convinced Water Company

He said Mr. Brough’s account of the
conference in New York with officials |
of the holding company was essential- |
ly correct, and he is convinced of the‘i
sincerity of the offer to sell the Litt;e
Rock plant if an ‘agreement satisiac-l
tory to both sides can be reached. 1

«we were gratified to find the of- !
ficials of the water company ‘agree-;
able to sell at the proper fair price’,” |
the mayor said. “Of course, ascertain-
ing the ‘proper fair price’ for the city
is just as jmportant as for the water
company.

«p copy of the Chamber of Com-
merce report has been forwarded to |
New York and the 10 officials we con- |
ferred with were familiar with it.

“My visit was timely, since the of-
ficials of the water company had just
returned to New York from Little Rock,
. where they had got first hand infor-
mation from the Chamber of Commerce

and others on the attitude of our
people toward good water.”

The mayor was accompanied on the
trip by John A. Sherrill, Little Rock
lawyer, and Herbert Thomas, president
of the Pyramid Life Insurance Com- |
pany, both of whom, he said, were go-
ing to New York on private business
and arranged their schedules to com-]
cide with his. ¥ !

At the conference in New York he |
was also accompanied by a friend W.h"
is a New York lawyer, and Superin- |
tendent Brough was there also. l

e e e

Officials’ Agreement Sincere. li
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C. of C. Committee Report
. Estimatés Project Cost
| at$2,844,500.

e

DED BY MAYOR

; P
Executive Takes Data to Washington,
© Where He Will Seek Financial |
Aid From' PWA. |

eah V. 33
-\“"E &

e ——
Text of the Chamber of Commerce
Water Supply Committee’s report,
will be found on Page T.

The Water Supply Committee of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce, in
. a report filed yesterday, recommended
l, that Mayor Overman and the City
. Council take steps immediately to estab-
. lish a new source of water supply for
Little Rock through construction of 2
dam and reservoir on Alum Fork of
| Saline river, 38 miles west of the city.
1 'I‘he committee, which began & study
of possible sources of supply last Au-
| 'gust, estimated that the project would
. cost $2,844,500, and that it could be
| financed through a 30-year bond issue
i at an annual fixed charge of $150,397,
}

- COMMEN

if a four per cent loan pnd a 30 per
. cent grant could be obtained from the
| federal government.

Mayor to Washington
On Water Supply Mission.

Mayor Overman left last night  for
Washington to discuss the project with |
PWA officials and members of the Ar-
kansas delegation in. Congress.

- He took with him a copy of the com-
mittee’s report, which contains several
maps, drawings and exhibits showing
. details of the proposed project.

. The mayor said he first will take up
with the National Forest Service the
question of obtaining title to approxi-
mately 500 acres of land in the
Ouachita National Forest which would

. be flooded by the proposed lake. |
_ He will attempt to obtain a tentative |
" allotment from PWA funds to construct
" the dam and 37.7 miles of 39-inch flow
" line which would deliver water by grav-

. ity flow from the lake near Reform,
| county, to the distribution reser-

~ pulaski Heights. He also will

‘with officials of the Reconstruc-

" Pinance Corporation regarding

 possibility of obtaining a sell-liquidat-

ing loan from that agency, if the project |

_can be handled more expeditiously

i through the RFC.

|
|

Alternative Proposals
' Regarding Contracts.

. The committee recommended that a
' new contract be made with the Arkan-

Water Company, whereby the com-
‘pany would provide a new source of
| soft water, or that the city provide the
| new source and sell water to the dis-
~ tributing company, or that the city ac-
. quire the water company’s plant, equip-
| ment and distributing system, and then
/ build the Alum Fork reservoir and con-

. duits ‘to bring the new supply to the !

| city. ¥

. The Chamber of Commerce Commit-
| tee consists of Charles L. Thompson,
1 chairman; George D. Suter, secretary;
' H. H. Tucker, president of the chamber;
M. X. Bair, T. S. Buzbee and Dr.
George C. Branner.

L The report will be considered by the
“Board of Governors and membership of
| the Chamber of Commerce at & special
' meeting to be called one day this week
by Mr. Tucker, president of the
. chamber. .

. The committee members expressed
_hope that the investigation will be of
| assistance in forwarding the community
\ purpose—to secure' a new water supply.

Mayor Comments Before
Leaving for Washington.
In a statement before he left for

Washington, Mayor Overman expressed |
appreciation for the work performed by |
the committee, He added that he ap-|

proved its conclusions and recom-
mendations and believed the demand
for a new water supply is unanimous.
The mayor took exception to an ex-
cerpt from a letter from Arkansaw

. Water Company officials in which they

promised co-operation, but said they
wanted it understood the company now
is supplying ‘“pure,
potable water.” ;

Mayor Overman’s statement follows:

“The time at my disposal has limited
my examination of the report of the
committee to a cursory study. I am
impressed with the thoroughness dis-
played by the committee in their in-
vestigations, as revealed by the report.

“The committee, over the signatures
of each member, expresses the hope
that their investigations will be of as-

wholesome and |

« sistance ‘in forwarding the community

purpose—to secure a new water supply.’

“The committee quotes from a letter
written to it by the Arkansaw Water
Company which states that the water
company will co-operate with the com-
mittee, and in which the. water com-
pany says: ‘But we want it thoroughly
understood that we are now supplying
pure, wholesome and potable water
from our present sources of supply.
The people of Little Rock will not be-
lieve this statement, and it is doubtless
made with the idea of a technical de-
fense of its inertia over a period of
more than 20 years.

“The report shows the feasibility of
an impounded surface water supply and
in this respect sustains the report of |
Dr. George C. Branner to Mayor H. A.
Knowlton, on August 7, 1934, and which
was made the principle feature in.my
plaiform as a candidate for mayor, as
announced August 9, 1934. '

“One of the conclusions of the com-
mittee, that ‘Studies of the history and
financial set-up and returns of the|
water company, together with the re- |
ports and investigations on which pres- ‘
ent rates are based, convince us not |
only that a new supply is needed, but
also that this supply ean be made avail- |
able to the community at no increase
in total cost for water service to the |
consumer,” is very interesting and with |
which I am in hearty accord.

“In conclusion I might state that the
City Council and the mayor are very

much pleased with the findings of the
committee and wish to thank the com-
mittee for the very thorough and ex-

|
|

|

!Company Willing To
| Co-operate in Project.

i

haustive study given the subject matter. |

“The public, I am sure, will be in-

| terested to learn that the investigations

made by the committee, together with
the work and study given the matter
by the mayor, are in thorough harmony,
so much so that it can be stated, with-
out fear of contradiction, that the de-
mand for a new water supply for Little
Rock is unanimous.” :

Three Possible Basins
Discussed in Detail.

After reviewing the history of Little
Rock’s water supply and assuming that
desirability of a new supply is not open
to argument, the committee went into
considerable detail concerning the three
possible catchment areas—Little Mau-

melle, North Fork of Saline river, and

Alum Fork of that river.

Alum Fork was recommended by the
committee as the most desirable and
economical source, although it is farth-
er from the city than the others, be-
cause the dam would be located ai &

| point which would bring water to the

city reservoir and settling plant on Pu-
laski Heights by gravity flow, whereas
the nearer sites have sufficient elevation
to bring the water only to the present
pumping plant on the Arkansas river,
from where it would have to be pumped
to the reservoir, thus involving a con-
tinuous expense for pumping.

The catchment basin and dam site
recommended by the committee lies in
a sparsely settled area in the extreme
northwestern section of Saline county
and most of the watershed lies within
the Ouachita National Forest.
catchment basin consists of 42.4 square
miles or 27,100 acres, and if it ever
became necessary two or three supple- |
mental sources could be provided at low |
cost by impounding small catchment |
areas adjacent to the gravity flow line
to Little Rock.

The committee estimated that the
. Alum Fork source, involving formation
of a lake of 850 acres, would supply
nearly 9,000,000,000 gallons annually, or
almost four times the present annual
consumption of water in Greater Little
Rock. This supply could be increased
by about 5,000,000 gallons per day by
utilization of supplemental catchment
areas, if a sudden increase in popula-
tion or other emergency should require
a greater source than the estimated !
capacity of the Alum Fork project,}
which the committee said would be suf-
ficient to provide an ample supply for
a population of 225,000,

The |

|
t

i
i

pprehon o Al
From Others Expressed.

| of a new water supply,

A letter transmitting the report to
the Chamber of Commerce, gave a brief
history of the committee’s origin, the!
nature and scope of its work, and ex-
pressed appreciation for the services
of M. Z. Bair, sanitary engineer for
the state Board of Health; Dr. George
C. Branner, state geologist, whose pre-
liminary report to former Mayor Knowl-
ton last year was utilized in the study
and George
Sutor, chief engineer for the Arkansas
Fire Prevention Bureau.

Acknowledgment was made for as- |
sistance of the United States Coast and
Geodetic Survey, the United States
Geological Survey and the FERA in.
carrying out the preliminary survey.

Appreciation was expressed for cour-i
tesies extended by officials of the Ar-|
kansaw Water Company, including SJ
B. Brough, superintendent of the Littlei
Rock company; George W. Biggs of |
New York, chief engineer, and other
officials of the parent company. {

The letter said a visit of water com- |
pany officials to the proposed supply |
territory brought renewed assurance of
company co-operation, although the
committee was without legal standing
and had no authority to enter into ne-
gotiations with the company.

A letter from water company of-
ficials was quoted in the letter of trans- !
mittal, in part, as follows: |

“We appreciate fully the sentiment |
that prevails against the use of the
Arkansas river as a source of supply.
If your committee considers it feasible
and it is the desire of the city to
secure a water supply of a maximum
hardness of less than 100 parts per
million and a chlorine content of less
than 250 p.p.m., by the development
of an impounded supply remote from
the city, we shall be glad to co-op-
erate with you as previously stated, but
we want it thoroughly understood that
we are now supplying pure, wholesome
and potable water from our present,
sources of supply, and our co-operation
in respect to developing ancther source
of supply arises solely from our -desire
to comply with the city’s wishes and |
not on account of any detrimental qual-
ities of the existing supply.”

Proposed for
Water Supply

Survey Committee Of-
fers Plan for $3,000,-
000 Project.

';Mayor ECapital

.
|
E
{
1;
!

Overman Leaves Seek-
ing Federal Funds to
Finance Plan.

Coincident with the filing of the
report of the Water' Survey Coni-
mittee of the Little Rock Chamber
of Commerce yesterday recommend-
ing the construction of a reservoir
in the mountains 38 miles from the
city and piping the water to the city
by gravity at an estimated cost of
nearly $3,000,000, Mayor R. E.
Overman left last night for Wash-
ington to confer with members of
congress and federal officials in an
effort to securé a PWA or RFC loan
to enable the city to carry out the
recommendations for a new source
of water supply.

The commiftee report will be sub-
mitted to the board of governors of
the Chamber of Commerce tomor-
TOW.

Mayor Overman in a statement
yesterday said that he found the re-
port thorough, but took issue with
the Arkansaw Water Company,
which was quoted in the report as
having informed the committee it
is now supplying the city with
wholesome and potent water from
the Arkansas river.

Mayor Overman expects to spend
a week or 10 days in Washington
discussing financial arrangements
for the water project, which was
the major issue in his campaign for
office last fall, and other projects
the city plans to launch under the
new public works program of the
federal government.

Since the recommended site for
the reservoir to impound waters of
the new supply for the city is part-
ly within the bounds of a govern-
ment reservation, Mayor Overman
plans to discuss with the Arkansas
delegation in congress the possibili-
ty that legislation will be needed to
give the city the right to construct
the reservoir on government-owned
lands.

Thinks Report Thorough.

“If legislation is necessary,” he
said, “we should make every effort
to secure it before congress ad-
journs.”

After making a brief study of the
report of the Chamber of Com-
merce committee, Mayor Overman
issued the following statement:

“The time at my disposal has lim-
ited my examination of the report
of the committee, to a cursory study.
I am impressed with the thorough-
ness displayed by the committee in

their investigations, as revealed by

the report.

“The committee; over the signa-
tures of each member, expresses
the hope that their investigations
will, be of assistance” in forwarding
the Community Purpose—to  secure
a new water supply.

The committee quotes from a let-
tex"_‘ written _to it by the Arkansaw
Water Company, which states that
the Water Company will co-oper-
ate with the committee and adds:

“But we want it thoroughly un-
derstood that we are now supply-
ing pure, wholesome and potable
water from our present sources of
supply.” The people of Little Rock
will not believe this statement, and

it is doubtless made w¢1 the idea |

of a technical defense its inertia

over a period of more

ply and in this respect sustains the
report of Dr. Geo. C. Branner, to
Mayor H. A. Knowlton, on August
7, 1934, and which was made the
| prin¢ipal feature.in my platform, as
| candidate for mayor, as announced
| August 9, 1934.

Agrees New Supply Needed.

“One of the conclusions of
committee, that:

“Studies of the history and finan-
cial set-up and returns of the water
company, together with the reports
and investigations on which present
rates are based, convince us not
only that a new supply is needed,
but also that this supply can be
made available to the community at
no increase in total cost for water
service to the consumer,” is very in-
teresting and with which I am in
hearty accord.

“In conclusion,
| the City Council and the mayor are
| very much pleased with the findings

of the committee and wish to thank
| the committee for the very thorough
and exhaustive study given the sub-

ek TR

the

ol intenactcd o L e
' i y e 2sti-
g‘attei'ox‘is, made me mmittee, to-

a 20 years. |

gether with the work and study giv-
en the matter by the mayor, are in
thorough harmony, soO much so that
it can be stated; without fear of
contradiction, that the demand for
a new water supply for Little Rock
is unanimous.”
Favor Saline River Dam.

Construction of a dam across

| 37.7 miles west of Little Rock is
| the most desirable project in a plan
!for furnishing the city with a new
l'source of water. ;

| *“Following nine months of work,!
the water supply committee ~ will
make this report tomorrow to the
board of governors of the Chamber
in a summary of surveys of all
available sources of supply.

The report estimates that such a
project could be carried through for
a total of $2,844,500, Of his amount,
$706,500 would be for the dam, land,
clearing, road re-location, spillway
and intake; $1,952,000 would be for
a 39-inch flow line from the dam
to the filter plant; and $186,000
would be for administration, legal
work, and engineering. It would re-
sult in no additional total cost to
the consumer, it is stated.

On the basis of a 30 per cent grant
from the federal government on
labor and material, the net loan re-
| quired would be $2,064,500, which is
equivalent to approximately $18 per
capita on the basis of a total popu-
| lation of 115,000 for both Little Rock
and North Little Rock, the report
states.  ‘With 30-year bonds and an
| interest rate of four 1;.:er cent, the
| annual fixed charges sl ould not ex-
ceed $150,397, it is pointed out.

i Supply Would Be Adequate.

| “This project would be capable
| of furnishing an average of 10,000,
000 gallons of water per day, which
would be equivalent to- 80 gallons
per capita for a population of“225,-
000 people,” the report states. “Both
from the standpoint of adequacy and
the quality of the water qvallable, as
well as the net cost considered over
a period of years, this supply, seeni:
to be the most favorable available.

The rurveys in the Alum Fork
area r.\caled several damsites of
sufficient  elevation to.d;scharge
water by gravity to the existing pur-
ification plant, it is stated. The pro-
posed site is A
fional Forest at a point where
| watershed has an area of 27,110
| acres, or 42.4 square miles. Geolog-

'
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ical formations are of shale and
sandstone which would ractically
eliminate possibility of he water

having objectionable mineral char-
acteristics. The formations also pro-
vide excellent footings for a dam
and should prevent excessive seep:

age.

gA suitable dam
at a point where the l?anks of the
stream ha e an elevation of 650
feet, 138 feet above the flow line
in the settling basin at the purifi-
cation plant. : 1
way elevation of 725 feet is practi-
cable, with a spillway discharging
through a tributary of Alum Fork,
it is stated. The lake created by
such a dam would cover 850 acres
and would have a storage capactty
of 700,000,000 gallons, approximate-
1y 3.8 times the present annual con-
sumption of water.

A study indicates that the lake
charge of 11,000,000,000 gallons.
Stream flow measurements la_st
month indicated a discharge of 86,~
832,000 gallons a day, equivalent to
47 times the annual consumption
when the average daily rate of con-
sumption reached 18,000,000 gallons.

Gravity Would Cut Cost.

The flow line would traverse roll-

| ing country and in 1 number of low

valleys would require siphons
where high pressure pipe yvould be
needed. However, gravity flow

would reduce delivery cost as com-
pared with any system requiring
use of pumps, it was pointed out.

“The supply from the stream can
readily be supplemented at low cost
by impounding several small catch-
ment areas, located east of the Al-
um Fork project and in close prox-
imity to the flow line, and at suf-
ficient elevation to permit discharge
by gravity,” the report states. “Ap-
proximately 8,000,000 gallons per
‘day additional are available from
these supplementary impounded
supplies.”

A proposed auxiliary develop-
ment which was investigated was

The report shows ta. feasibility | the south fork of Fourche La Fave

of an impounded surface water sup-

river, 15 miles northwest of the Al-!

| um Fork project. No estimate of
| cost was, made, as it would be much |
more costly than the Alum Fork'
project, but attention was called to
the fact that this would be avail-
able for development as a part of
the proposed source should further
demands require such additional
source of supply.

. _Another proposed source of sup-
ply which was included in the sur-
vey was the north fork of Saline!
river. A suitable dam . site was
found three miles east of Paron but
elevation would permit- gravity flow
only to the pumping station, mak-
ing necessary pumping of the wat-
er. “As the estimated cost of the
project is high, it is not considered

I might state that /|

the most desirable,” the report
states. i

Alum Fork of Saline river at a point |

Jocated within the Na-
he |

A dam having a spill- |

§

|

i

i
|

“vestigated was

‘prospective source in-
‘Little Maumelle.
Construction of a dam acress from
the west end of Shinall mountain
with a spillway elevation of 400
feet would create a lake im -
ing 3,000,000,000 gallons of water
but the lake would provide a high,
percentage of shallow water, ‘a-t
feature geenrally undesirable in an
impounded supply,” it is stated.

The report also includes data on
surveys made in connection with
proposed ground water supplies. The
survey revealed that the most suit-
able areas available for ground
water supply development are ap-
parently are.s underlain by the
Wilcox formation in norihein Jei-
ferson, western Lonoke and south-
western Pulaski counties, at least
20 miles from Little Rock. |

Such water, although found in
abundant quantities, is frequently
high in iron content and would re-
quire chemical treatment. “The fix-
ed charges on the investment neces-
sary in connection with the devel-
opment of a well supply, combined |
with the very high cost of pumping;
indicate that such a project is eco-
nomically less desirable than avail-
able surface sources of supply,” the
report states.

The summary of findings of the
committee include the following:
That the highland area west of Lit-
tle Rock will provide adequate sup-
plies of soft water suitable for all
domestic and industrial use; that the
supply may be available from three
or more catchment areas; that the
most satisfactory source of supply
appeared to be the Alum Fork proj-
ect; that the cost would be moderate

| as compared with expenditures of
! other cities of similar population;’

that substantially increased = con-
sumption would result from a new.
source of supply; that a substantial
saving would accrue to the consum-
ers, and that the new source is need-
ed and could be provided at mno
increase in total cost to the consum-~

er,
Asks City to Act.

The committee, commending Mayor
Overman and the city council for a
resolution to provide a new source
of water supply, recommended that
the city take such steps as are nec-
essay to accomplish this purpose.
Courses of action suggested include.
a change in existing contractual re-
lations between the city and the dis-
tributing company to provide a
new source of water, for the city to
construct reservoirs and  conduits
and sell water to the distributing
company, and for the city to acquire
the present plant and supply a new
source of water. It also was recom-
mended that if new contractual rela-
tions are entered into, a thorough

i | study of costs be made to ascertain
site is available|

the justification for the rates con-
templated. ;

The report is accompanied by six
maps and plans showing Little Rock
and the area west of the city with
the proposed sites covered by the
survey, topography of the proposed
lake and dam on Alum Fork, the
flow line from the proposed dam td

the city, topography at the dam site,

and location of wells located in Pu-
laski, Prairie, Lonoke, Jefferson,
Grant and Arkansas counties.

Plan Is Submitted.

A plan for the proposed dam also
is submitted. The dam would have
a concrete mid-section extending not
less than three feet into solid <rock.
On each side would be a slope of
selected material, covered by a slope
of earth and stone.

_The committee expresses its thanks
for assistance to Dr. George C. Bran-
ner, state geologist; the United States

Coast and Geodetic Survey and the
Geological Survey, the ERA, udge
John E. Martineau and officials of
the Arkansaw Water Company. “Un-
tiring personal services, which were.
essential to our purpose and which
would usually have cost many thou-
sands of dollars, have made possible
our report,” it is stated. o

The committee includes C. L.
Thompson, chairman, and M.l
Bair, H. H. Tucker, T. S. Buzbegj.and“

George Suter.
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This sketch, drawn by Ted Medearis, a draftsman in the stéa,é geo logist’s office, shows the location of the proposed dam, lake and catchment basin in Saline county, and the approximate course of the gravity flow |
pipe line which would bring a new supply of soft water from the prop osed Alum Fork reservoir to the present settling basin on Pulaski Heights. The pipe line would leave the bottom of the lake through a tunnel.

” The normal surface of the lake would be 725 feet above sea level, com pared with the elevation of 512 feet at the Pulaski Heights settling basin and distribution reservoir. This difference in elevation would give suffi-
5 sient pressure to cause the water to flow uphill at many points before it reached the final outlet in Little Rock. 4
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river which would supply by gravi-
ty flow a new source of water ‘sup- | lons.

ply for Lit

map. The
shown at

on Alum Fork of Saline

tle Rock is shown on the
proposed

which would supply water to create
a lake impounding 8,700,000,000 gal-
The auxiliary development
No. 1 is on the North Fork of Sa-

location is|line but the water survey commit-
the left, surrounded by | tee declared the estimated? cost g;-lo-

shallow depth at

THERE’'S THE WATER AND NOW’S
THE TIME TO GET IT.

. That Little Rock should have an-
other water supply is something oni
“which this community is agreed. To |
 furnish a satisfactory supply the
‘Water Supply Cammittee of the Little
Rock Chamber of Commerce recom-
mends a dam and reseryoir on Alum
‘Fork of the Saline river. This would |
mean building 38 miles of flow line -
.in addifion to the impounding works,
and the estimated cost of the whole
project would be $2,844,500. The com-

s
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supply would be abundant for a popu-
lation of twice the present size.
There can be no question that the
time to move in the matter is now,
whex} we can hope to finance the un-
dertaking on favorable terms in con-
nection with the federal recovery and
work relief programs. For a com-
munity of the size and expected
growth of ours the estimated expendi-
ture is not large. An urban commu-
nity of more than 100,000 population
need not hesitate to spend $2,800,000
to provide itself with a satisfactory

‘mittee’s plan represents the results of
long and exhaustive study. It must
be taken as embodying the best in-
formation and the best thought it is
possible to obtain. %~/ 4/ » % 3

In the surveys and studies on which
the report is based the Chamber of
Commerce Committee, which was
headed by Charles L. Thompson, was
fortunate in having the assistance of
Dr, George C. Branner, state geolo-
gist; M. Z. Bair, sanitary engineer of
the state Board of Health; George
Suter, chief engineer of the Arkansas
Fire Prevention Bureau, and the fed-
eral Coast and Geodetlc and Geologi~
cal Surveys. Much expense was sav-
ed by the co-operation of FERA in
the field work. GAZ E TTE

Assurance is given that water from

; ,tge Alum Fork reservoir would be

-ﬂﬁrm—mémnadaptedtoau
_domestic and industrial uses. ‘The

water supply.

Mayor Confers With Terry On

Little Rock Water Project.
May-—He |4 X

. Washington, May 15 "(IP).—Mayor
Overman' of Little Rock talked today
with government officials in an effort
to ascertain whether federal funds
could be obtained for a new water sup-
ply project for the city.

He discussed the matter with Rep-
resentative Terry of Arkansas, who said
the mayor proposed to use the Alum
fork of the Saline river as a source of
water supply. The project, Terry said,
would involve traversing a national
forest preserve with an aqueduct or
main, and the mayor sought to learn
whether this could be done. Terry said
the mayor also sought to ascertain |
whether the city could obtain money
from the $4,000,000,000 work fund for
the project. e

WATER COMPANY
KGREES 70 SELL

—————————

Superintendent Reports on
New York Conference
With Mayor.

PRICE TO BE DETERMINED

PRI s S
S. R. Brough Quotes City’s Executive
as Announcil;g No Other Course
Being Considered.

GAr A 11,1835

A tentative agreement for purchase
of the plant and distributing system
of the Arkansaw Water Company by
the city, using the 1923 federal court
valuation of approximately $3,267,000
as the basis for computing a purchase
price, .was reached in New York city
Monday at a conference between Mayor
Overman and officials of the American
Waterworks and Electric Corporation,
S. R. Brough, superintendent of the
water company, announced following
his return from New York yesterday.

Mayor Overman Wwas in Washington
yesterday, where he was seeking to ar-
range with the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation and the Public Works Ad-
ministration for financing construction
of & reservoir system west of the city

and purchase of the Arkansaw Water

Company's plant and distributing sys-

tem, at a. fptal cost of about $8,000.-
o R P bl

which was investigated was Little
Maumelle river but it was found
that a dam at the point indicated
would impound water at a very

( per of Commerce Committee,

most points. A | nors of the Chamber

.survey also was made of the South | tomorrow.

ittle Rock Cham-
The report of & L ot
public last Sunday, placed the cost of
the reservoir system and connecting
pipeline at approximately $3,000,000.
1t is believed by water company of-
ficials that its properties will be valued
at about $5,000,000 when improvements °
are credited and abandonments deduct-
ed from the 1923 estimate of $3,26'7,000.“

Compmy Said to Be
Willing to Sell.

Mr. Brough said officials of his com-
pany told Mayor Overman they would
be glad to sell the plant and distribut-
ing system at a fair price if the people
of Little Rock desired to purchase it.
Because it was estimated a complete
inventory would require eight months
and considerable expense, it was de-|
cided to use the existing inventory as
a base figure.

Development of the agreement will
await the return of Mayor Overman
from the East, where he was accom-
panied by J. A. Sherrill, attorney, apd
Herbert Thomas, president of the Pyra-
mid Life Insurance Company. Robie
Mitchell, of the New York law firm of
| Masslich & Mitchell, also attended the
' econference = with Mayor QOverman’s

arty. ¢

paJ.y!‘. Loughborough, Little Rock at-
torney, accompanied Mr. Brough to.New
York.

Company Executive’s
Report of Conference.

¢1 have just returned from New York
where I sat in on a conference between l‘
the officials of our company and Mayor
Overman, which was ‘arranged at his
request to discuss the matter of secur-

mcwnewaoﬁrecotmbgiy,nt water for

was not favored because of high
cost, although it was cited as an
auxiliary supply when needed. The
report, prepared after nine months
of surveys, will be submitted by the
committee to the board of gover-

of Commerce

=]
|

“We had the report of the committee
of the Chamber of Commerce which
we had gone over, and in which it was
recommended that a new source of sup-
ply should be secured. The report sug-
gested that it be done by the water
company, or partly by the water com-
pany and the city, or by the purchase
of the water company plant by the
city.

‘yThe meeting was short. Mayor
Overman merely announced that all
that he was interested in was the pur-
chase of the plant by the city and
asked what agreement could be made
to that end.

«g. S. Thompson, vice president of
our company, stated that if it was the
desire of the people to purchase the
plant the company certainly would not
try to obstruct it, and would be entire-
ly agreeable to selling it to the city at
the proper fair price.

“The making of a complete inventory
of the company’s property was dis-
cussed and it was estimated that it
would take about eight months to get
that up and would cost a considerable
amount. Therefore, it was agreed that
the valuation fixed on the property by
the United States District Court in 1923
be used as a basis and a tentative or
approximate figure built up from that
by adding additions and betterments to
plant and deducting abanhdonments
since that date, the figure to be sub-
mitted to the respective parties and an
effort made to agree on the present
fair -value of the property.

«That was the only matter that
Mayor Overman desired to discuss and
that was all that was discussed. The
attitude of our people is completely co-
‘operative with the city in any effort
it may desire’ to make in securing a

i of . Bupplyli cderEns
the city,” Mr. Brough said, in a pre } new source pply

pared statement. :
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Will File Application With Su
. pervisor at Hot

[ *‘%; Sgriggs. 3 i

| A definite step preliminary to secur-
ing an improved water supply for Little
‘Rock will be taken by Mayor Overman
this morning, with the filing of a formal
application for use of forest land as
‘& Teservoir site with A. W. Hartman,
‘supervisor of the Ouachita National
‘Forest at Hot Springs.

The mayor will leave for Hot Springs
this morning, accompanied by M. Z.
Bair, sanitary engineer for the state
‘goard of Health, and consultant for
"the Water Supply Committee of the
;Little Rock Chamber of Commerce dur-
ing its recent survey.

' The survey suggested construction of
‘a reservoir on the Alum Fork of the
Saline river and estimated that 50 per
cent of the land to be flooded in the

reservoir is embraced in the
‘Ouachita National Forest.

On his recent visit to Washington,
‘Mayor Overman conferred with offi-
‘cials of the National Forest Service and |
was assured that the service approves'
use of forest land for such projects.
‘He was instructed to file a formal ap-
‘plication with the chief forester of the
Ouachita National Forest. :
- Mayor Overman has said that if the
city . could acquire government land
around the Alum Fork dam site, the
| reservoir could be constructed for less
than the $2,844,500 estimated by the
Chamber of Commerce Committee,

Since returning from the East, the
mayor has conferred informally with
S. R. Brough, superintendent, regard-
ing purchase of the plant and distribut-
ing system of the Arkansaw Water
 Company and has made preliminary
plans for filing application with .the
 PWA for a loan of $2,500,000 to con-
| struct the reservoir and 37 miles of
gravity flow conduits to Little Rock.

FORT SHITH WATER
 SYSTEM PLAN 0KD

Bids for $1,600,000 Addi-
tion Will Be Received
There June 17.

Mers 2g—a2 s

Approval of specifications for a $1,-
600,000 addition to the Fort Smith
waterworks system was announced yes-
| terday by Alexander Allaire, state PWA
engineer, who said the state Health De-
partment also had approved the plans.
The specifications were sent to Fort
Smith last night, and bids will be re-
ceived there June 17.

John G. Pipkin, business manager of
the Little Rock Public Schools, con-
ferred with Mr. Allaire regarding the
allotment for construction of an addi-
tion to the Pulaski Heights Junior High
School.

County Judge A. B. Strozier of Sebas-
tian county and Henry Armstrong, Fort
Smith attorney, discussed a proposed
application for PWA funds to build a
new Sebastian county courthouse.
County roads of the black top type were
also discussed as possible PWA projects.

Information on Other
Projects Requested.

M. W Greeson of Prescott conferred
with Mr. Allaire in regard to a dam
which Pike county officials wish to con-
struct on the Little Missouri river near
Murfreesboro as a flood control project.
He also represented County Judge E.
H. Weaver of Nevada county in seek-
ing information regarding a loan to
purchase road machinery. ;

F. E. Hatch- and A. H. Christian of
Little . Rock presented additional: in-
formation in regard to a proposed ap-
plication for a private flood control,
navigation and power project in.the
Buffalo river at Carver, with which a
smelter would be combined. Mr, Allaire
told them private projects are not being
considered in any considerable number |
at present. % |

Kenneth O. Warner, director of the
Arkansas Municipal League, secured
detailed information in regard to the
preparation of applications.

E. L. Bailey, mayor of Cabot, sought
information regarding the refiling of
an application for a loan and grant to |
build a waterworks system. \
Another Phase of Works '
Relief Program Discussed.

Allocation of funds for navigation,
flood control and waterways projects in
Arkansas under the works relief pro-
gram was discussed at a conference be- |
tween Lieut. Col. David McCoach Jr.,;
representative of the Mississippi River |
Commission, and James J. Harrison, di-
rector of the National Emergency Coun-
cil for Arkansas.

Other conferences will be held to de-
termine the extent of the work after
additional instructions are received
from Washington, Mr. Harrison said.

- —

T0 SUBMIT REPORT
ON WATER SURVEY

Engineer Says Preliminary
Data Will Be Ready for
Committgg Next Week.

/7 Taght A
Up L
i

Preliminary survey of a catchment
basin on Alum fork of Saline river, 32
miles west of Little Rock, where it is
proposed to build a dam and reservoir
to provide a new source of water for
the ecity, will be completed’ within a
few days and a report will be filed with
the special Water Supply Committee of
the Little Rock Chamber of Commerce,
it was said yesterday by M. Z. Bair,
sanitary engineer for the state Board of
Health.

The survey, being made with FERA
labor, is designed to determine whether
the required quantity of water could be

impounded by construction of a .dam
on Alum fork near Paron.

The committee is expected to meet
about the middle of nekt week to con-
sider the survey report.

W A ke
Water Survey
s Completed
Xl L2/ 3 5™
Report to Be Made Soon

on New Source of
Supply for City.

Work has been completed on a
survey in connection with the pro-
posed new source of water supply
for Little Rock and a complete re-
port on the project will be submit-
ted to the water survey committee
of the Chamber of Commerce at a
| meeting within the next few days.

The last division of the survey
was completed yesterday and com-
pilation of this data was completed

this afternoon, M. Z. Bair, chief
sanitary engineer of the state
board of health and a member of
the committee, announced. The

committee is expected to meet ear-|
ly next week to review the re-
port.

The final survey was that made
by ERA workers to determine the
storage capacity should a dam be
located at a proposed site on Alum
Fork, about 32 miles west of Little
Rock. Data on this survey was in
the hands of Mr. Bair this afternoon
to complete the report,

Combined with this report are
precise level surveys, made by the
| United States Coast and Geodetic
| Survey, and surveys of the proposed
dam site and adjoining water shed,
made by the United States Geolog-
ical Survey. The State Geological
Survey has co-operated in deter-
mining formations at the proposed
dam site. This has shown that a
sand and ‘shale formation a short
distance ‘below ground level is
adaptable to holding water stored
by the dam. ‘

The proposed site is located at a
point where water will flow to Lit-
tle Rock by gravity, Mr. Bair said.
No estimate of the cost of land;
the dam and piping of water to
Little Rock can be made until a
thorough check has been made of
data contained in the survey, Mr,
Bair said.

The meeting of the committee will
be called by C. L. Thompson, chair-
man, who said that he did not ex-
pect the group to meet before early
next week.

EASNE

WATER COMMITTEE
MEETS AGAIN TODAY

C. Of ’Cr.rRepresentatives Con-
- fer With Officials of

. Utility Company.
Rl e T 10 SRS

'I-Q,bur officials of .the American
waterworks and Electric Company of
New York, parent firm of the Arkan-
saw Water Company, met yesterday and
will meet again at 10 a. m. today with
the Water Survey Committee of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce. The
New York officials, who came to ;Attle
Rock at the request of the committee,
are furnishing physical data: on the
operation of waterworks \Vhl.ch thel
committee needs to complete its reporti
on:a survey for a new water supply for;
Little Rock.

The committee plans to submit its
report-to the Board of Governors next
week, D. Hodson Lewis, manager of the
chamber, said. - ;

The New .York officials of the com-
pany are:’ George W. Biggs,. chief en-
gineer; Charles E. Trowbridge, chief
chemist: William E. Stoney, president,
and Earl S. Thompson, vice president,
of the holding ecompany. All expresed
a-desire to ¢o-operate in every way with ;
the committee.

Chairman of the committee is C. L.
Thompsen and the other members are
"Henry H. Tucker, president’ of the
chamber; George Suter, of the Arkan-
sas Pire Prevention Bureau and M. Z.
Bair, chief sanitary engineer of the
state Board of Health,

The survey of a proposed reservoir

system for a' water supply, west of Lit-
tle Rock, was completed last weel

'SUPPLY TOMORROW

C. of C. Committee Continues Con-
ferences With Representatives of
(;omp§n_y.

= -
'] -

LR V. -
Members of the Water Supply Com-
mittee of the Little Rock Chamber of
Commerce and a group of New York
city engineers representing the Arkan-
saw Water  Company conferred yester-
day at the Chamber of Commerce re-
garding the proposed new water supply
for Little Rock. .
Findings based on the survey .com-

' pleted recently at the proposed site for

a dam and Teservoir, west of the city
on Alum Fork, were discussed.

D. Hodson Lewis, chairman of :the
chamber and a member of' the com-
mittee, said no conclusions were reach-
ed, as the engineers were unable to
supply ‘the committee with information
it desired. Another meeting will be
held at.3 p. m. tomorrow.

DAM SUBJECTOF
TALK BEFORE CLUB

Colonel Fordyce Tells Engi-
neers Benefits Would Re-
sult From Project.

P

!

— i

What he regards as certain advan-
tages of a dam on the Arkansas river
at Little Rock were outlined yesterduy}
by Col John R. Fordyce in an address |

before the Little Rock Engineers Club |
at the Freiderica hotel, His talk was
illustrated by a map prepared by W.
Terry Feild.

Colonel Fordyce discussed probabie
effects on flood control, navigation,
power production and irrigation. Crea-
tion of a reservoir of approximately
236 acres in Faulkner, Conway and
northern Pulaski counties by construc-
tion of the dam from Big Rock to the
ridge on which the Country Club is
located would be the most practical way
to control the river in Arkansas, he
said. Such a structure would help re-
tard fl >dwaters and give time for a
run-off below, he said.

The lake created by the dam would
| back water up to Dardanelle and
| thereby would provide navigation on
{ the river, he continued. Hydro-electric
!DOWer could be developed, although it
:Would not be 100 per cent effective
when the water was drawn down in an-
ticipation of a flood, he said. Water
in the reservoir would flow by gravity
ll:hrough canals for irrigation of prairie
ands,

“A dam at Little Rock could not be
constructed so that it would be 100 per
cent. perfect for solution of all four
problems, but I believe it would provide
solutions for the greater number from
the standpoint of flood control, navi-
gation, hydro-electric power, and irri-
gation,” Colonel Fordyce said.

At the time of heavy flood, Colonel
Fordyce said that water in the reser-
voir could be held at such a height that
the surplus could be passéd off through
Bayou Two Prairies into the Wattensaw
and then into the White river to re-
lieve the lower Arkansas of flood
waters.

Col. Walter E. Winn, ecivil engineer,
objected to building a dam at Little
Rock because, he said, water from the
reservoir would flood Levy, North Lit-
tle Rock, most of southeastern Pulaski
county and territory between Little
Rock and Dardanelle,

He said also that it would be imprac-
tical to divert surplus waters through
Palarm creek into Bayou Two Prairies
and then into the White river because’
of cost of digging a channcl from the
junction of Jacks Bayou and Bayou |
Two Prairies to Palarm. ‘

Capt. E. N. Chisolm Jr., engineer at-
tached to Seventh Corps Area, head-
quarters at Omaha, Neb., who has been
in_Little Rock this week making new
maps of Camp Pike, spoke briefly at
the meeting. Carl I, Sadler, formerly
of Little Rock, now in charge of the
Central Section of the United States
Geological Survey with headquarters at
' Rolla, Mo, and W. DeWoody Dickin-
| son Jr,, were guests.

|
]
!
{

Water Supply Committee Called.—C.,
L. Thompson, chairman of the Little
Rock Chamber of Commerce Water
Supply Committee, announced yester-
day that the committee would meet at
the Chamber of Commerce Friday after-
noon to consider the water supply sur-
vey report completed last week. ‘The

[

SURVEY OF

survey was made at the proposed dam | -

site and reservoir west of the city on
Alum Fork. Mr. Thompson ~cd.lledyfh'e
Meeting after a conference with Henry
H. Tucker, president of the Chamber

WATER
SUPPLY COMPLETE

Engineers Determine Capacity |
of Proposed Alum Fork
Reservoir.

Work on the survey started here sev-
eral months ago in conection with ob-
taining a new water upply for Little
Rock has been completed and will be
submitted to the Water Supply Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commrce at
at a meeting which probably will be
called for early next week by C. L.
Thompson, chairman of the commit-
tee. ‘

M. Z. Bair, chief sanitary engineer of
the state Board of Health, announced
that compilation of date on the last
division of the survey was completed
yesterday afternoon. Br. Bair is a
member of the Water Supply Commit- l
tee. ; ' !

Fial survey work was done by FERA |
engineers, who determined capacity of
a reservoir that would be formed by |
construction of a dam . across Alum;
Fork about 32 miles west of Little Rock. i
Impounded water would flow to Little
Rock by gravity. |

No estimate of costs can be made
until data obtained in the survey is
checked fully, Mr. Bair said.

Combined with the report of FERA
engineers are precise level surveys made
by the United States Coast and Geo-~
detic Survey and surveys of the pro-
posed dam site and adjacent water-
shed made by the United States Geolog-
jcal Survey. The state Geological Sur-
vey also co-operated in determining for-
mations at the dam site and found
that a sand and shale formation a short
distance below the ground level is
adaptable to holding water.

ADMIT FEASIBILITY
OF RESERYOIR PLAN

Water Company Representa-
tives Conclude Conferences
With C. of C. Committee.

Ot 2-B—+43-+
|  Engineering feasibility of a reservoir |

| system west of Little Rock to supply |

,the city: with water was demonstrated '
to the satisfaction of four officials of
.he New York holding company of the
Arkansaw Water Company before they

‘ left last night after a conference of

several days with a committee of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce re-
garding a new water supply.

M. Z. Bair, chief sanitary engineer for
the state Board of Health, conducted
the four officials, including George W.
Biggs, chief engineer, over the proposed
watershed of the reservoir system. They
spent the entire day Sunday inspecting
the area, which has been surveyed by
Mr. Bair and a field crew for the
Water Supply Committee of the cham-
ber. ¢

“Mr. Biggs and the other officials
from New York were convinced that the
proposed plan is sound from an engi-
neering standpoint,” Mr. Bair said. “Of
course, their attitude is that the present
water supply, with softening equipment
and other improvements, should be ade-
quate, buf, if Little Rock demands a

*w supply, they are willing to co-op-
erate as far as possible.

“The principal question, from their
standpoint—and the city’s as well, of
course—Is one of finance. Development
of a new water supply, after the pre-
liminary survey and report, will depend
upon what arrangements can be made
with the government for financing it.”
. The final conference between the of-
ficials and the Water Supply Committee
was held yesterday afternoon in the
‘office of Charles L. Thompson, chair-
man. Besides Mr. Biggs, the visiting
officers of the American Waterworks
and Electric Company were L. 8.
Thompson, president, and C. A. Trow-
bridge and C. C. Stoney, vice presidents.

The committee’s final report on the
possibilities of a new water supply prob-
ably will be submitted to the Board of
Governors this week, Mr. Bair said.

|
|Well for Calico Rock Water
System Approved.

Special to the Gazetta,

Calico Rock, March 26.—The well,
drilled to a depth of 150 feet for the
Calico Rock water system that is being
installed by Me¢Eachin & McEachin of
Little Rock, has been approved by the
government engineer. Ditching for pipe
lines is expected to start next week.
"I‘he‘ , ~will represent an expendi-
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5,001,704 SOUGHT
FOR WATER SYSTEM

Company’s Appraisal Submit-
ted at Conference With
- Mayor Overman.

The plants and distributing system
of the Arkansaw Water Company in
uittle Rock and North Little Rock were
offered to the city yesterday for $5,-
001,704, '

The price quoted to Mayor Overman

by officials of the American Water-
works and Electric Company was:

|

Little Rock system ...... $4,367,079
f North Little Rock ...... 634,625
el ., $5,001,704

- However, if the city should purchase
the Little Rock properties separately,
a severance charge of $250,000 would
be added, making the Little Rock prop-
erties cost $4,617,079.

|

'Presented at Conference
With Company Officials.
. The offer was submitted at a confer-

ence attended by E. S. Thompson of
New York, vice president and treas-

urer of the American Waterworks Com- |
W. Biggs Jr. of New;

‘pany; George /
York, ‘chief enginesr for the company;
W. E. Stoney of New York, president
Of the Arkansaw Water Company; S.
'R. Brough, superintendent, and J. F.
Loughborough, attorney, “representing
the company, and D. H. Daugherty,

member of the city’s Board ¢f Public |
Affairs; M. Z. Bair, state {sanitary en- |
gineer, in charge of preliminary plans |

for the city’s
ply; %
Alderman Muswick, chairman of the'

proposed new water sup-

City Council Utilities Committee; Al-|

derman Erwin, chairman of the Fi-
‘hance Committee; City Attorney Ed I,

McKinley Jr., John A. Sherrill, attor- |:

ney; Herbert L. Thomas, insurance ex-
ecutive, and Mayor Overman, Mr.
‘Sherrill and Mr. Thomas accompanied
‘Mayor Overman on his recent trip to
New York and Washington, when ne-

gotiations were opened for purchase of |

the water com
lcity.
The appraisal will be submitted to

pany’s properties by the

Chase & Gaunt, auditors for the city, |

'and a firm of engineers not yet named,
and Mayor Overman said he hoped to
‘have a report within a short time.

‘Based on Valuation
Fixed by U. S. Court.

The appraisal, compiled by the Amer-
ican Waterworks and Electric Com-
' pany’s. engineers and auditors; is based
on a $3,367,972 valuation of the Arkan-
 saw Water Company by order of federal
| court in 1922,
. The adjusted value of that appraisal
}as of March 31, 1935, is placed at $2,-
1 788,150, to which the company added
1 $1,280,547 for improvements to plant
and distributing system plus $5,888 as
 the value of transportation equipment,
'making a total of $4,074,585, which was
given as the cost of reproduction Janu-
ary 1 (1935) price levels for construc-
tion and equipment.

From that figure, the company de- |

ducted $410,230 accumulated irf the re-
tirement of ' reserve and - replacement
fund, leaving $366,355, to which the
| following items were added:

Preliminary expense ..... ... $ 40,746
‘Materials and supplies on
hand March 31, 1935...... - 18,425
gCost of financing (should the
. _bresent plant be replaced). 317,586
|Going value (good will and
- other intangible * assets at
the eight per cent figure
fixed by the federal court) 325,967
Total value of Little Rock
B it i, s $4,367,079

. The appraisal submitted by the com-
pany used the Engineering News Rec-
ord construction cost index for all years
between 1922 and 1935, and the Burns
& McDonald index for water plant
equipment and supplies for all inter-
vening years.

Company Sees Next
Move as City’s.

Ben D. Brickhouse, former mayor; ||

willing to comment on the appraisal,
but indicated they considered the next '
move up to the city. i

Following his return from New York
a few weeks ago, Superintendent}
Brough indicated the company’s ap-.
praisal of the properties would be inf
the neighborhood of $5,000,000 and at
that time Mayor Overman said he con- |
 sidered the figure too high. |
| Should the accountants and engi- |
| neers retained by the city find the |
| appraisal high, the city could ask that |
the state .Department of Public Utili-
ties make an appraisal as an impar-
| tial agency and, failing to reach an
\agreement ‘on that figure, might ap-
peal to the courts, the mayor indi-
cated. .

New York officials of the American"
Waterworks and Electric Company, |
parent company for the Arkansaw
Water Company, planned to leave to- |
day for New York and no further con-?
ferences are anticipated pending a re- !
ply by the city, \

Mayor Overman plans to apply to |
PWA for financing the construc- |
tion of a reservoir system west of the
city and a connecting pipe line to ob-
tain a new water supply, at a cost o1
$2,800,000, and private financing of
purchase of the existing properties has
been considered

-The properties appraised yesterday
include the pumping plant, filtration
plant and reservoirs on Ozark Point in
Pulaski Heights and the distributing
| system with meters and all other
equipment, )

T -

WATER PROPERTIES'
VALUE IN QUESTION

Mayor Hopeful of Adjustment
After Conferring With
- Company Officials. '
D N

Aﬁ agreement that the price of $4,«
617,079 for Little Rock properties of
the Arkansaw Water Company, which
was suggested Thursday, can be ade
justed downward was reached yester=
day at a conference between . 8,
Thompson of New York, vice president
and treasurer of the American Water~
| works and Electric Company, George

W. Biggs Jr., of New York, chief engi-
neer for the company, and Mayor
Overman.

Mayor Overman termed the prics

sive,” and following the conference ex-
pressed hope a readjustment can be
worked out between the company, city
and the state Department of Public
Utilities without resort to the courts.
Task for Engineers. 3
The next step in the city’s program
to acquire the properties will be the
filing of a formal notice with the
« Utilities Commission that the city can-
|not agree with the company on the
| price quoted. After the notice is filed,
[ Mayor Overman said engineers prob-
ably will be appointed by the city to
work in co-operation with the com-
mission’s engineers and company ex-
perts in arriving at a “fair price.”
Mayor Overman said the notice
would be filed with the commission in
the next few days and that a thorough
appraisal of the Little Rock properties
of the company could be completed
within four months. .
The company officials agreed that a
new source of supply for the city is
desirable, Mayor Overman sald, but the
question of the company econtinuing
operation of its Little Rock properties,

provided by the city, was not discussed.

The city’s application for approxi-
mately $2,800,000 to construct reser-
voirs west of here, with a connecting
gravity flow pipeline, will be filed with
the PWA when compilation of neces-
sary data is finished. - ; ;

10 SEEK ELECTION
ON WATER SYSTEM

Water company officials were wun-

- chasing the plant and call a

i besl (93 &
Mayor Says Arrangements
for Private Loan Com-
pleted.

————————e

Mayor Overman said yesterday ar-
rangements have been made with pri-
‘vate interests to borrow at four and a
' half per cent interest sufficient funds |
to finance purchase of the plant and |
distributing system of the Arkansaw '

' Water Company, and said he would ask
the City Council at its next session, |
;J July 15, to declare its intention of pur- !

| election to give voters an op

quoted by the parent company “exces-

distributing water from a new source:

| of 1935 creating the Department of

I agreement there an appeal

 ed with a firm of engineers to make the

| cent on a 30-year basis, to be repaid

A

Public Utilities, Mayor Overman said,
and a majority of voters will be suf-
ficient to authorize purchase of the
plant by the city.

Sixty days must elapse before the
election can be held, he said, because
the law requires that the city allow 30
days for presentation of protests and
a public hearing.

To Seek Lower Appraisal.

He said that after the Council had
announced its intention to purchase the
plant, the city proposed to put engi-
neers to work on an appraisal, with a
view to reducing the price of $4,367,079
fixed by the American Waterworks and
Electric Company, parent company of
the Arkansaw Water Compan

In the event the city and the water-
works company are unable to comprom-
ise their individual appraisals, an ap-
peal may be taken to the State Utilities
Commission and in the event of a dis-
may be

taken to the courts.
Mayor Overman said he had arrang-

necessary appraisal of the plant and |
that money necessary to purchase it can
be obtained at four and a quarter per

out of revenue derived from the plant.
The city is hopeful of purchasing the
plant for about $3,000,000.

To File for PWA Loan.

be sufficient to retire a loan for the
Alum Fork reservoir and pipe line,
which is preferred by the city.

The company indicated a preference
for the Little Maumelle project, which
would require continuance of the pres-
ent pumping station. However it is be-
lieved that an attempt is being made
to work a program for realization of
the Alum Fork reservoir system.

Should the city reach an agreement
with the company and enter into a
contract to supply water for distribu-
tion by the Arkansaw Water Company,
the city would retain its right to buy‘__
the distributing system at any time, Mr.
Sherrill said. The city also would re-
tain title to the reservoirs and pipe line
should the contract be carried out for
a full 30-year period and the loan re-
tired.

The American Waterworks Company,
parent company of the Arkansaw Water
Company, has offered to sell the Little
Rock property to the oity for $5,000,010
but the offer was rejected as excessive.
The company’s apparent willingness to
aid the city in securing a new source
of supply is regarded as a compromise
proposal, which will relieve the city of
the necessity of issuing bonds or en-
gaging in long expensive court proceed-
ings to acquire the property.

Company’s Report Will Be
Submitted Next Week.

In connéction with purchase of .the
plant and distributing system applica- |
tio~ will be filed with the PWA next
weeck, for construction of a system of
reservoirs west of the city, estimated
to cost $2,800,000, to provide a new
water supply through a gravity flow
pipeline.

Preliminary engineering data for the
reservoirs and pipeline has been compil-
ed by M. Z. Bair, sanitary engineer for
the state Board of Health, and the
PWA application will be filed as soon as
required data on the total bonded in-
debtedness of the municipality includ-
ing improvement districts, can be com-

piled. It is estimated that about three
weeks will be required to complete the
compilation.

Mayor Overman said he had been
assured by officials of the National
Park Service that no difficulty will be
experienced securing government land
for site of the reservoir and dams which

Mr. Sherrill said that the company's
report will be submitted early next
week. It will determine whether addi-
tional engineering work, necessary to
filing a PWA application, will be done
on either the Alum Fork or Little Mau-
mel,le projects. He was hopeful that a
new water supply cazn be secured while
federal funds are awvailable under the
present plan which makes it necessary
for the city to repay only 55 per cent
of a loan.

PARLEY ON WATER
ISSUE T0 CONTINUE

Agreement Between City and

will reduce the cost to the city. In

addition 45 per cent of the construction &

cost will be a grant if the project is
approved by the PWA.

A report on the city’s financial stand-
ing must accompssty all other PWA
applications as well as the water reser-
voir project and Mayor Overman said
the Civic Projects Authority will meet
tomorrow night, to discuss details of
filing applications for other projects.

OFFICTALS HOPEFUL
- OFBETTER WATER

Both Alum Fork and Little
Maumelle Projects Under
Consideration.

CITY ESTIMATES STUDIED

Company Will Submit Figures Show-
ing Amount Available to Pay for

New Supply.

7% / - S S
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icials of fhe city and of the Ar-

1‘ kansaw Water Company agreed yester-
day, that they are “hopeful” that as a
result of a conference in Chicago
Thursday, a plan can be worked out
whereby the city will obtain a PWA|
loan and grant to secure a new source|
of water supply while the company con- |
tracts to purchase water at a rate suf-
ficient to amortize the loan over a 30-
year period.

The company will submit figures
next week showing the amount of
money available to pay for the new
water supply after deducting bond and
Interest charges, operating cost and in-
vestment return from its present in-
come. [

John A. Sherrill, attorney for the
city, who accompanied Mayor Overman,

City Attorney Ed I. McKinley Jr. and
M. Z. Bair, state sanitary engineer, to
the Chicago conference, said analysis
of the report will determine whether
cufficient funds are available to guar-]
| antee either the Alum Fork or the Lit-
tle Maumelle reser\;'olr projects.

Water Company Engineers
ECheck City’s Figures. |

| Engineers for the water company are
checking the city’s preliminary esti-
mates that the
be carried out fi

Company This Week Con-
.. Sidered Possihle.
‘Nu" 1 _‘/_/(,:-‘

An agreement between the city and

R
o

N

. The city is proceeding under the au- P m i 'ls?s‘tifﬁiﬁﬂ*ﬁin"%” The s ~
‘thority of Act 131 of 1933, and Act 324 approximately $100,000 annually would| ply Li'7Ii Rock, No:

su is reasonably available. : ! : i
’ pp71y The Company shall maintain its pumping plant, accessories, and
auxiliary water supply works as a stand-by for additional water supply
in the event of interference in the contemplated supply, in a useful

and operating condition until such time
provide the necessary reserve supply by
voir or other means, eliminating

binding on both.
8. There shall be installed a prop-

ro
€r measuring device adjacent to the
Company’s settling basins to measure
the water delivered to the Company.
For the annual payment on the City’s
loan, to be made by the Company as
provided in Paragraph 3 hereof, the
Company shall be entitled to receive
in each calendar year two billion,
five hundred million (2,500,000,000)
gallons of water; and for all water
taken by the Company in excess
thereof in any calendar year the
Company shall pay to the City an ad-
ditional amount of three and one-
half cents (3%c) for each one thou-
sand (1,000) gallons; but from the
sums so payable to the City by the
Company for such excess water each
year there shall be deducted by 1.é€
Company an amount annually equa
to the difference between the sum of
Eighty-three Thousand Six Hundred
Dollars ($83,600.00) and the amoun
necessary to be paid to the City an+
nually for the purpose and as lim
ited in Paragraph 3 hereof.

9. Each calendar year shall stand
alone in the computation of the mu
tual charges provided for herein
that is, should the Company fail td
use enough water in any one calen
dar year to repay the payments tq
or charges against the City hereir
provided for for water for that year
the excess payment or charge on ac
count thereof shall not constitute z
carry-over charge against the City
nor be deducted from any amounts
becoming due City in future years.

10. On, letting of the contract fo1
construction of the reservoir anc
pipe line, following approval of the
loan by the PWA and the first pay-
ment by the PWA on said loan, the
Company shall pay to the City Fif-
teen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) '
cash to reimburse the City for its ex:
penses incurred in connection witl'f
the project. f

11. The Company will co-operate
with the City in the consummation
of said project and at its own ex
pense, lend such aid, advice and
services to the City as it deems prop
er, without requirement, however, td
do so,

12. No payments so made by th¢
Company to the City upon said proj
ect shall be written up as a capita

er,

R.
of

to

to

the Arkansaw Water Company for con-
struction of a reservoir and pipe line
with PWA funds to give the city a
|Lew source of water supply is expected
{to be arranged here this week at a
conference between John A. Sherrill,
attorney for the city, and J. F. Lough-
borough, representing the water com-
pany.

It. is reported that the company at
a conference in Chicagc last week,
agreed to pay approximately $94,000
annually, which would be sufficient to
amortize the proposed $3,000,000 PWA
loan and grant over a 30-year period
and in addition maintain the reservoir
and pipe line.

The city has contended for the right
to acquire the distributing system and
plant of the company at any time dur-
ing the period. Differences over that
contention are expected tc be adjusted
at the coming conference.

Realization of the pending proposal
would give the city the new water sup-
ply which it has sought over a long
period of time and would eliminate the
necessity for issuing bonds  and @ in-
creasing the present indebtedness. De-
tails of the financial arrangements as
well-as ‘engineering details remain to
be worked out.

A reservoir ‘on ' Alum fork of. the
Saline ‘river, which would have a far
greater potential capacity than a reser- |
voir on the Little Maumelle river, would |
cost approximately $3,000,000. The Lit-
tle Maumelle - project is estimated to
cost  $1,600,000 but would necessitate
‘continuance of the company’s present

penses.

13. This contract shall not waivé
any right the City now has to pur:
chase the property of the Watez
Company at a date subsequent to th
date of this contract if it should sc
desire and thereby relieve the Com-
pany of the liabilities under this con-
tract.

We understand that the foregoing
is the agreement reached between
the representatives of our respective
clients, subject {o the approval of
the City Council and the Board of
Directors of the Company, respec-
tively; and that immediately there-
after a formal contract will be
drawn between the City and
Company covering the points out-
lined above.

Signed at Little Rock, Arkansas, icgénpany maintain i

this August 1, 1935.
JOHN A, SHERRILL,
Attorney for the City.
J. F. LOUGHBOROUGH,

Te f
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Asreement
29

The full text of the agreement reached by Mayor Overman, repre-

tle Rock and all adjacent territory when _

the necessity of said pumping plant, and i
the obligations between the City and the Company in that regard shall
be mutual, and proper provision shall be made to make them legal and |

Alum For

Saline County

$3,000,000 to Be Ex-
pended in Constru

To/Seem A Loa

v
Compai{y li-
gation and Retain Dis-

An agreement with
saw Water Company,
city of Little Rock will
water supply system, brin
from the Alum Fork of

city,

The city will take immediate steps|

loan from the Public
ministration of $3.000,000 to finance
construction of the
believed that 45 per cent
amount can be obtained as
right grant, the remainder
loan to be repaid over
period. It
two years to complete the project.

Under the agreement,
will, in effect, wholesale
the company for distribution in
Little Rock and
without any increase in rates.

The company agreed to set aside
sufficient 1

s loan is retired. Title to the new sys-
investment by the Company, bu ! 24
shall be included in operating ex ;'Z'rnegé’:z}? 3:0%31352 atthetﬁ:!ly,?ég

will not be closed
acquire the company’s
system although signing
agreement is believed to have
cluded any further action along
line for the present. g

The agreement provides that the
company, in return for
new system, and retiring the matur-
ing bonds, sh?ll recleive2 5fr06150 3.65
new source of supply 2,500,000,
cubic feet of water per year. Should
the company find a market for more
than this amount of water, -
tains it from the new source of st:g:}
ply, the company will reimburse
city for the additional water.

The agreement requires that

gency purposes after completion of
thetproposed reservoir andp
Sys i :
_Attorney for the Company. coxay o Overman, in announcing
. had received assurance from nation-
al park authorities
could use lands in
| est,
' posed reservoir
The Alum fork reservoir site is
approximately 700 feet above
! level.
| Overman that water from a reser-
| voir on this site would flow to the
local distributing v
Completion of “the
| marked the culmination
ous fight made by Mayor Ove L
from the day he assumed office ai 7
mayor, to insure Little Rock i
quate supply of good water,
based his campaign for mayor chief-

all water needed by it to su

as the City or Com_pany may |
duplication of pipe line, reser- |

To Be Source

|

|
|
|
3
i
&

of New Line.

Atees

tribution Plant.

the Arkan-|
whereby ‘the
build a ngw,g
ing water|
aline riv-/
Saline county, to ! e
was - reached by X
E. Overman and rep: i
the water company today. :

#f
)
il

in

obtain a combination grant and
Works Ad-

system. It is

‘of ’ﬂle
an out-
L)
a ear
is estimated it will ’w

“ A

North Little Rock,

of i

ts income each year
retire the

maturing bonds, and

interest, on the loan, until the full

to the city to
distributing

of the
operating the

and ob-

To Maintain Present

i preent pump:

plant and fa

pipe line
em. &

pletion of the agreement, said he
that the city
the national fore
e;: part of the pro-
site.

which includ

Max?t

. Engineers

advised

system by wvity,
agreement
of a vigor=-

an ade-

ly on the demand for a better water
supply. At
Little Rock’s water supply has

been a bone of contention for more
than a ‘quarter of a century. '
Arkansas river water

has been ob-

senting the city of Little Rock, and representatives. of the Arkansaw
Water Company, looking to a new water supply for Little Rock, follows:

To secure water from a new source of supply on Alum Fork, the
City of Little Rock, herein referred to as “City,” and Arkansaw Water
Company, herein referred to as “Company,” agree as follows: ; .

1. The City to construct complete dam, reservoir and pipe line with
gravity flow to Company’s settling basins, as now contemplated, at es-
timated cost of three million dollars ($3,000,000.00). ’

2. The Company to supply all users of such water,

3. The Companyto pay annually, eginning when water from res-
ervoir is delivered to it, an amount sufficient to retire City’s debt to
PWA for construction of dam, reservoir and pipe line, not exceeding
fifty-five per cent (559%) of Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00), pay-
able serially over thirty (30) years; interest not exceeding four per cent
(4%) per annum; annual payment not to exceed Ninety-four Thousand
Eight Hundred and Seventy-five Dollars ($94,875.00) in any year.

4, The Company will pay to the City an additional Eight Hundred
Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents ($833.33) per month the
estimated cost of normal maintenance and policing if the City shall
elect to maintain and police said completed project as provided for
in the next paragraph.

. The Company to have charge of and pay for normal maintenance
of water supply and pipe line consisting of treatment of water, cutting
grass, patrolling water shed and pipe line and ordinary repairs and
shall likewise have control over the surface of the water in the reser-
voir with the right to regulate or prohibit boating, fishing, swimming
or any other such uses. At the election of the City it may take over
said duties and control and pay all costs thereof at any time, after ninety
(90) d;g _written _to the Company, in which event
shall to ity the additional ht Hundred

and Thirty-three

i 5

the Company

‘my campaign for mayor I promis

jectionable periodically from the
time it was first used. The com: y
endeavored to overcome objecti g
by utilizing wells as an auxilia:i_
supply, but hardness of the wx |
water precluded a satisfactory Te=
sult. The company recently install-
ed a softening plant, and it has been
in operation about 10 days. L
agreement reached today providﬁ

that the softening plant be kept in
operation pendihg completion of the
new project. B
A joint statement issued by Mayor
Overman and S. R. Brough, manager
of the water company, follows:
Mayor’s Statement. &3
Mayor Overman, gratified” over
completion of the negotiations, i!qs
sued the following statement: el
On August 9, 1934, in anno: #

!

the citizens of Little Rock a better
water supply. Three months b
took office as mayor and I am v i
much pleased to be able to report
that I have today receive_dtauthm5

information from the United
"gpm'»gmi,"e at our applic
or a , ¢



5,001,704 SOUGHT
~ FOR WATER SYSTEN

Company’s Appraisal Submit-
ted at Conference With
- Mayor Overman.
Z’QMWJ / s
The plants and distributing system
of the Arkansaw Water Company in
uittle Rock and North Little Rock were
offered to the city yesterday for $5,-
001,704,
The price quoted to Mayor Overman

by officials of the American Water-

works and Electric Company was:
Little Rock system ...... $4,367,079
North Little Rock ...... 634,625

ol ., . $5,001,704

- However, if the city should purchase
the Little Rock properties separately,
a severance charge of $250,000 would
be added, making the Little Rock prop-
;erties cost $4,617,079.

Presented at Conference
‘W\lth Company Officials.
The offer was submitted at a confer-

ence attended by E. S. Thompson of |

‘New York, vice president and treas-

‘urer of the American Waterworks Com- |
‘pany, George W. Biggs Jr. of New'}

York, ‘chief engineer for the company;
W. E. Stoney of New York, president
of the  Arkansaw Water Company; S.
'R. Brough, superintendent, and J. F.
Loughborough, attorney, “.representing
‘the company, and D. H. Daugherty,

'member of the city’s Board ¢f. Public |
Affairs; M. Z. Bair, state sanitary en- ||
gineer, in charge of preliminary plans |

for the city’s proposed new water sup-

‘ply; Ben D. Brickhouse, former mayor; |
Alderman Muswick, chairman of thel|

(City Council Utilities Committee; Al-
derman Erwin, chairman of the Fi-
‘nance Committee, City Attorney Ed I.

McKinley. Jr., John A. Sherrill, attor- i

ney; Herbert L. Thomas, insurance ex-
ecutive, and Mayor Overman. Mr.
Sherrill and Mr. Thomas accompanied
‘Mayor Overman on his recent trip to
;New York and Washington, when ne-

‘gotiations were opened for purchase of |
‘the water company’s properties by the |

city.
The appraisal will be submitted to

Chase & Gaunt, auditors for the city, |

‘and a firm of engineers not yet named,
‘and Mayor Overman said he hoped to
have a report within a short time,

“Based on Valuation
‘Fixed by U. S. Court.

The appraisal, compiled by the Amer-
ican Waterworks and Electric Com-
pany’s, engineers and auditors; is based
on a $3,267,972 valuation of the Arkan-
| saw Water Company by order of federal
|court in 1922.

The adjusted value of that appraisal
as of March 31, 1935, is placed at $2,-
| 788,150, to which the company added
1 $1,280,547 for improvements to plant
and distributing system plus $5,888 as
 the value of transportation equipment,

' making a total of $4,074,585, which was |

‘given as the cost of reproduction Janu-
ary 1 (1935) price levels for construc-
‘tion and equipment,.

From that figure, the company de- |!

ducted $410,230 accumulated in the re-

tirement of reserve and -replacement |

fund, leaving $366,355, to which the
following items were added: /
Preliminary expense ........: $ 40,746
‘Materials and supplies on

hand March 31, 1935...... - 18,425
Cost of financing (should the
. present plant be replaced).
Going value (good will and
- other intangible -~ assets  at
the eight per cent figure
fixed by the federal court)

317,586

325,967

Total value of Little Rock
j EEEELY. i i, . a $4,367,079

The appraisal submitted by the com-
pany used the Engineering News Rec-
ord construction cost index for all years
between 1922 and 1935, and the Burns
& McDonald index for water plant
equipment and supplies for all inter-
vening years,

Company Sees Next
Move as City’s.

move up to the city.
Following his return from New York

a few weeks ago, superintendenH

Brough indicated the company’s ap-,
praisal of the properties would be in

the neighborhood of $5,000,000 and at
that time Mayor Overman said he con- |
 sidered the figure too high. |
: Should the accountants and engi- |
. neers retained by the city find the
| appraisal high, the city could ask that
the state Department of Public Utili-
ties maké an appraisal as an impar-
. tial agency and, failing te reach an
\agreement ‘on that figure, might ap-
peal to the courts, the mayor indi-
cated. ‘ |
New York officials of the American[
Waterworks and Electric Company, |
parent company for the Arkansaw[
Water Company, planned to leave to- |
day for New York and no further con- I
' ferences are anticipated pending a re-!
ply by the city. !
Mayor Overman plans to apply to_3
PWA for financing the construc-
tion of a reservoir system west of the
city and a connecting pipe line to ob-
tain a new water supply, at a cost ot
$2,800,000, and private financing of
purchase of the existing properties has
been considered
-The properties appraised yesterday
include the pumping plant, filtration
plant and reservoirs on Ozark Point in
Pulaski Heights and the distributing
system with meters and all other
equipment. :
I e ———

After Conferring With g
Company'Offici_als. :
>"4f.:;.e-+é7—/-’ﬁ.3 3

neer for the company, and
Overman,

Utilities without resort to the cotrts.
Task for Engineers.

perts in arriving at a “fair price.”
Mayor Overman said the

within four months.

sary data is finished.

10 SEEK ELECTION

Water company officials were un-

Mayor Says Arrangements

for Private Loan Com-
pleted.

Mayor Overman said vesterday ar-
rangements have been made with pri-
vate interests to borrow at four and a

| half per cent interest sufficient funds!

' to finance purchase of the plant and
| distributing system of the Arkansaw
| Water Company, and said he would ask
jthe City Council at its next session,

July 15, to declare its intention of pur- |
! chasing the plant and call a special
 election to give voters an opportunity of

_deciding the question.

B i
R

willing to comment on the appraisal,

but indicated they considered the next 54 of 1935 creating the

WATER PROPERTIES' |-
VALUE IN QUESTION

Mayor Hopeful of Adiustmeh!

An agreement that the price of $4,
617,079 for Little Rock properties of
the Arkansaw Water Company, which
was suggested Thursday, can be ad«
justed downward was reached yester-
jday at a conference bhetween E. S,
Thompson of New York, vice president
and treasurer of the American Water=
works and Electric Gompb.ny, George
W. Biggs Jr., of New York, chief engi-
Mayor

Mayor Overman termed the price
quoted by the parent company “exces-
sive,” and following the conference ex-
pressed hope a readjustment can be
warked out between the company, city
and the state Department of Publio

The next step in the city’s program’
to acquire the properties will be the
filing of a formal notice with the
« Utilities Commission that the city can-
| not agree with the company on the
| price quoted. After the notice is filed,
Mayor Overman said engineers prob-
ably will be appointed by the city to
work in co-operation with the com-
mission’s engineers and company ex=

notice
would be filed ‘with the commission in
the next few days and that a thorough
appraisal of the Little Rock properties
of the company could. be completed

The company officials agreed that a
new source of supply for the city is
desirable, Mayor Overman sald, but the
question of the company continuing
operation of its Lifttle Rock properties,
distributing water from a new source
provided by the city, was not discussed.

The city’s application for approxi-
mately $2,800,000 to construct reser-
voirs west of here, with a connecting
gravity flow pipeline, will be filed with
the PWA when compilation of neces-

- ON WATER SYSTEM

| mates that the

A
A

The city is proceeding under the au- | 30-year period. It is estlmahed‘_ﬂﬁqr_
thority of Act 131 of 1933, and Act 324 | ypproximately $100,000 annually would|
Department of 'pe sufficient to retire a loan for the|
Public Utilities, Mayor Overman said, Alum Fork reservoir and pipe line,
and a majority of voters will be suf- which is preferred by the city.

!ficient to authorize purchase of the
| plant by the city.
Sixty days must elapse before the4

election can be held, he said, because |

days for presentation of protests and
a public hearing.
To Seek Lower Appraisal.

He said that after the Council had
announced its intention to purchase the
plant, the city proposed to put gngl-
neers to work on an appraisal, with a
view to reducing the price of $4,367,079
fixed by the American Waterworks and
Electric Company, parent company of
the Arkansaw Water Company

In the event the city and the water-
works company are unabie to comprom-
ise their individual appraisals, an ap-
peal may be taken to the State Utilities
Commission and in the event of a dis-
| agreement there an appeal may be
| taken to the courts.
| Mayor Overman said he had arrang-
| ed with a firm of engineers to make the
inecessary appraisal of the plan@ and
| that money necessary to purchase it can
| be obtained at four and a quarter per
| cent on a 30-year basis, to be repaid
out of revenue derived from the plant.
The city is hopeful of purchasing the
plant for about $3,000,000.

To File for PWA Loan.

In connéction with purchase of .the
| plant and distributing system applica-
tio will be filed with the PWA next
weck, for construction of a system of
reservoirs west of the city, estimated
to cost $2,800,000, to provide a new
water supply through a gravity flow |

Preliminary engineering data for the
reservoirs and pipeline has been compil-
ed by M. Z. Bair, sanitary engineer for
the state Board of Health, and the
PWA application will be filed as soon as
required data on the total bonded in-
debtedness of the municipality includ-
ing improvement districts, can be com-
piled. It is estimated that about three
weeks will be required to complete the
compilation.

Mayor Overman said he had been
assured by officials of the National
| Park Service that no difficulty will be
experienced securing government land
for site of the reservoir and dams which
will reduce the cost to the city. In

addition 45 per cent of the construction ,

cost will be a grant if the project is
approved by the PWA.

A report on the city’'s financial stand- |

ing must accompsaty all other PWA
applications as well as the water reser-
voir project and Mayor Overman said
the Civic Projects Authority will meet
tomorrow night, to discuss details of
filing applications for other projects.

OFFICIALS HOPEFUL
- OFBETTER WATER

Both Alum Fork and Little
Maumelle Projects Under
Consideration.

CITY ESTIMATES STUDIED

Company Will Submit Figures Show-
ing Amount Available to Pay for

New Supply.

/ e | S
AL /] 25
icials of fhe city and of the Ar-
| kansaw Water Company agreed yester-
day, that they are “hopeful” that as a
result of a conference in Chicago
Thursday, a plan can be worked out
whereby the city will obtain a PWA|

|
|

loan and grant to secure a new source |
of water supply while the company con- |
tracts to purchase water at a rate suf-/

for the Little Maumelle project, which
would require continuance of the pres-
ent pumping station. However it is be-
the law requires that the city allow 30 !jjeved that an attempt is being made

| Company, has offered to sell the Little

| The company’s apparent willingness to

lCompany’s Report Will Be

The company indicated a preference

to work a program for realization of
the Alum Fork reservoir system.

Should the city reach an agreement
with the company and enter into a
contract to supply water for distribu-
tion by the Arkansaw Water Company,
the city would retain its right to buy
the distributing system at any time, Mr.
Sherrill said. The city also would re-
tain title to the reservoirs and pipe line
should the contract be carried out for
a full 30-year period and the loan re-
tired.

The American Waterworks Company,
parent company of the Arkansaw Water

Rock property to the eity for $5,000,010
but the offer was rejected as excessive.

aid the city in securing a new source
of supply is regarded as a compromise
proposal, which will relieve the city of
the necessity of issuing bonds or en-
gaging in long expensive court proceed-
ings to acquire the property.

Submitted Next Week.

Mr. Sherrill said that the company’s
report will be submitted early next
week. It will determine whether addi-
tional engineering work, necessary to
filing a PWA application, will be done
on either the Alum Fork or Little Mau-
melle projects. He was hopeful that a
new water supply can be secured while
federal funds are awailable under the
present plan which makes it necessary
for the city to repay only 55 per cent
of a loan.

PARLEY ON WATER
[SSUE T0 CONTINUE

Agreement Between City and
Company This Week Con-
sidered Possihle.

= o

An agreement between the city and
the Arkansaw Water Company for con-
struction of a reservoir and pipe line |
with PWA funds to give the city a
Lew source of water supply is expected
to be arranged here this week at a
conference between John A. Sherrill,
attorney for the city, and J. F. Lough-
borough, representing the water com-
pany.

It. is reported that the company at
a conference in Chicagc last week,
agreed to pay approximately $94,000
annually, which would be sufficient to
amortize the proposed $3,000,000 PWA
loan and grant over a 30-year period
and in addition maintain the reservoir
and pipe line.

The city has contended for the right
to acquire the distributing system and
plant of the company at any time dur-
ing the period. Differences over that
contention are expected tc be adjusted
at the coming conference.

Realization of the pending proposal
would give the city the new water sup~
ply ‘which it has sought over a long
period of time and would eliminate the
necessity for issuing bonds  and @ in-
creasing the present indebtedness. De-
tails of the- financial arrangements as
well- as  engineering details remain to
be worked out. 3

A ‘reservoir- on ‘ Alum fork of. the
Saline ‘river, which would have a far
greater potential capacity than a reser- |
voir on the Little Maumelle river, would
cost approximately $3,000,000. The Lit-
tle Maumelle - project is estimated to
cost $1,600,000 but would necessitate |
continuance of the company’s present |

3 ‘a :
ply Littié 'Rgck, North Little Rock and all adjacent territory when such
supply is reasonably available.
s da

auxiliary water supply works as a stand-by for additional water supply |
in the event of interference in the contemplated supply, in a useful |
and operating condition until such time as the Clty or Com_pany may
provide the necessary reserve supply by duplication of pipe line, reser-
voir or other means, eliminating the necessity of said _pumpmgkplant, »-gnd
the obligations between the City and the Company in that regard !
be mutual, and proper provision shall be made to make them legal and
binding on both. L ,

2:

ny to take from reservoir all water needed by it to sup-

i

The Company shall maintain its pumping plant, accessories, and |

8. There shall be installed a prop- j
er measuring device adjacent to the
Company’s settling basins to measure
the water delivered to the Company.

{‘or thte abnnualdpayment on the City’s i 5 " AR
oan, to be made by the Company as : Y
provided in Paragraph 3 hereof, the a ne Oun vy =

Company shall be entitled to receive
in each calendar year two billion,
five hundred million (2,500,000,000)
gallons of water; and for all water
taken by the Company in excess
thereof in any calendar year the

sums so payable to the City by the

Company for such excess water each Of New Lme.
year there shall be deducted by 1.ue

Company an amount annually equa. T S k PW A LO
to the difference between the sum of O ee
Eighty-three Thousand Six Hundred
Dollars ($83,600.00) and the amount /

ited in Paragraph 3 hereof.

To Be Source
W«ﬂ"

Company shall pay to the City an ad- 00 : Be‘ Ex'
gi%o%uyanzgll}n%) ét threﬁ atgd t;:ne- $390009 O to } '
alf cents sc) for each one thou< s
sand (1,000) gallons; but from the pended mn COHStl'llCtipll

|

necessary to be paid to the City an A 3 "bh'ﬁ
nually for the purpose and as lim] Compaﬂy to Retn'e

9. Each calendar year shall stand
alone in the computation of the mu
tga% char}%es1 éar(;lvidéd for }%erleil:l Sl
that is, should the Company fail t¢ A o ; th Foane |
use enough water in any one calen sawnwigtere%gﬁp:g,h wherxE%ﬂef
dar year to repay the payments {( city of Little Rock will build a new
or charges against the City hereir yatar supply system, bringing water
provided for for water for that year! from the Alum Fork of § line riv-
the excess payment or charge on acl ey’ in Saline county, to the
count thereof shall not constitute Z cify  was . reached by vor
carry-over charge against the City R “E. Overman and reprmenm
nor be deducted from any amountf of the water company today. ;

becoming due City in future years. : 3 4 3

10. On letting of the contract fo1 to?ﬁtffﬁy ngcl)rflabkie ;zﬁ)medx&t:ts:?g
construction of the reservoir anc ;5 OPUE & OO Puglic ntorks by
pipe line, following approval of the nnictration of $3.000,000 to finance
loan by the PWA and the first pay: .onctruction of | the "system. It is
ment by the PWA on said loan, the “of the

4 .o believed that 45 per cent
Company shall pay to the City Fif gmount” can be obtained as an out-

teen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) ' right grant, the remainder to be a

cash to reimburse the City for its €X1 joan to be repaid over a 30-

penses incurred in connection with period. It is estimated it wi

the project. : two years to complete the project.
11. The Company will co-operaté {pqar the agreement, the city

with the City in the consummatiof oy “5n effect. wholesaie S

of said project and at its own ex{ the company for distribution in DOt

pense, lend such aid, advice andry ity i Rock,
services to the City as it deems prop w‘ith?,u}t“:}fy aﬂl‘érg‘;’;ﬁinl‘}?%:s_

: ; : or .
31;, :gl.thoub requirement, however, ¢ ufol.le. c%mpfan%’ agreed to s eﬁ aside

12. No payments so made by th¢ Suiticient of its income each year
Company to the City upon said proj }gt ‘; eetl{ = thethm?turmg %’i’ngf’ ?311&‘
ect shall be written up as a capita loae i: ’regili & eTif(;)]Zni’;out?x e tor
investment by the Company, bulyem'wonld be held by the siist IR
;léilsle;’e included in operating exX{ o eement provides that the door

y .4 Will not be closed to the ecity to
13. This contract shall not waivé : s distributing
any right the City now has to pur :;gt‘;‘fne a‘i}gﬁosg}?l%?ggiig o

chase the property of the Watez agreement is believed to have mi

tribution Plant.

Company at a date subsequent to th cluded any furth ction along
date of this contract if it should s¢ Jjne efor t{,e presgn?,‘ -

desire and thereby relieve the Com- : i
pany of the liabilities under this con- T .y e e
ract. ¢ iri '

We understand that the foregoing ?:gv gzgt;;n ? s?,’;‘fl rigg;?feﬂ}f.o';’,‘t{ﬁg
is the agreement reached between new source of supply 2,500,000,000
the representatives of our respective cybic feet of water per year. Should
clients, subject io the approval of the company find a market for more
the City Council and the Board of than this amount of water, and ob-
Directors of the Company, respec-tains it from the new source of sup-
tively; and that immediately there- ply, the company will reimburse the
after a formal contract will becify for the additional water. |

drawn between the City and the
Company covering the points out- To Maintain Present Plant.

lined above. o DR
Signed at Little Rock, Arkansas, €ompany mainfain
this August 1, 1935.
JOHN A, SHERRILL,
Attorney for the City.
J. F. LOUGHBOROUGH,
_Attorney for the Company.

t pump-

gency purposes after completion of
the proposed reservoir an
system.

year
will take

of the

The agreement requires that the
ing plant and tacli% es for emer-
pipe line 4

gation and Retain Dis-

Mayor Overman, in announcing
completion of the agreement, said he

had received assurance from nation- |

al park authorities that the city
could use lands in the national for-
est, which includes part of the pro-
posed reservoir site.

The Alum fork reservoir site is
approximately 700 feet above sea
- Engineers advised Mayor

' level.
| Overman that water from a r

{ voir on this site would flow to t?;,

| local distributing system by gravity.

Completion of ‘the agreement
marked the culmination of a vigor-
ous fight made by Mayor Overman
from the day he assumed office as
mayor, to insure Little Rock an ade-

(o2

Ty L9 3]

— . based his campaign for mayor chief-

’ -

’ t supply. :
9' reemen Little Rock’s water supply has
G been a bone of contention for more

ficient to amortize the loan over a 30-
year period.

The company will submit figures
next week showing the amount of
money available to pay for the new
water supply after deducting bond and
interest charges, operating cost and in-
vestment return from its present in-
come. |
John A. Sherrill, attorney for the
city, who accompanied Mayor Overman,

City Attorney Ed I. McKinley Jr. and
M. Z. Bair, state sanitary engineer, to
the Chicago conference, said analysis
of the report will determine whether
cufficient funds are available fo guar-‘
| antee either the Alum Fork or the Lit-
tle Maumelle reserw{oir projects.

Water Company Engineers |
| Check City’s Figures.

| Engineers for the water company a.re‘
checking the city’s preliminary esti- |
lum Fork project can

‘be carried out
000 and the Little Maumelle

$1,600,000. The city would be
. to renay 5!

per cent of

$2,800,000 to $3,000,- |

Texﬁ%&ﬁ

The full text of the agreement reached by Mayor Overman, repre-
senting the city of Little Rock, and representatives of the Arkansaw
Water Company, looking to a new water supply for Little Rock, follows:

To secure water from a new source of supply on Alum Fork, the

City of Little Rock, herein referred to

Company, herein referred to as “Company,” agree as follows: ;
1. The City to construct complete dam, reservoir and pipe line with
gravity flow to Company’s settling basins, as now contemplated, at es-
timated cost of three million dollars ($3,000,000.00). ,
2. The Company to supply all users of such water,

3. The Company-to pay annually,

ervoir is delivered to it, an amount sufficient to retire City’s debt to
PWA for construction of dam, reservoir and pipe line, not exceeding
fifty-five per cent (55%) of Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00), pay-
able serially over thirty (30) years; interest not exceeding four per cent

(4% ) per annum; annual payment not

Eight Hundred and Seventy-five Dollars ($94,875.00) in any year.
4, The Company will pay to the City an additional Eight Hundred

Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three

estimated cost of normal maintenance and polici_ng if the Ciﬁy shall
elect to maintain and police said completed project as provided for

in the next paragraph.

5. The Company to have charge of and pay for normal maintenance
of water supply and pipe line consisting of treatment of water, cutting
grass, patrolling water shed and pipe line and ordinary repairs and
shall likewise have control over the surface of the water in the reser-
voir with the right to regulate or prohibit boating, fishing, swimming
At the election of the City it may take over
said duties and control and pay all costs thereof at any time, after ninety
(90) days written notice to the Company, in which event the Company
shall pay to the City the ac b

dditional Eight Hundred and Thirty-three
Cmti (ﬂﬂaag?tmrmouthaas o

or any other such uses.

— |than a ‘quarter of a century.
Arkansas river water has been ob-
jectionable periodically from the
time it was first used. The company
endeavored to overcome objections
by utilizing wells as an auxiliary
supply, but hardness of the w
wzi:er precluded a satisfactory re-
sult.
ed a softening plant, and it has been
in operation about 10 days.
agreement reached today provides
that the softening plant be kept in

as “City,” and Arkansaw Water

eginning when water from res-

new project.

A joint statement issued by Mayor
Overman and S. R. Brough, manager
of the water company, follows:

Mayor’s Statement. &

Mayor Overman, gratified” over

to exceed Ninety-four Thousand

Cents ($833.33) per month the
sued the following statement:
- On August 9, 1934, in ann i

the citizens of Little Rock a better
water supply. Three months ago 1
took office as mayor and I am very
much pleased to be able to report

information from the United S
‘Forest Service that pplica
for a permit to cons

our

1y on the demand for a better water

operation pendihg completion of thg'

completion of the negotiations, is-

‘my campaign for mayor I promis f

that I have today received auth 'ticﬁi

o

i quate supply of good water. He

|

The company recently install-

|

The |




1is means that after 25 7ea78 o1  mn, agreement was sighed by B Y T e ’ : > : i
effort on the part of the cilens of The aEreement was signed by J. F. ig qata which must be gathered he- |y The company shall maln 1té, ‘don with the | M , : ;
the wﬁi?c"i‘ t}‘ o change in Loughborough, attorney for the Water s, the pwA application can be filed. | pumping plant. accessories, and auxili- sta : st vith
s B Arﬁansaseﬁvgatgiss:rg%li’; company, and John A. Sherrill, rep- Much of the field work for the dam and | ary water supply works as a standby for
‘tion has been achieved and Little resenting Mayor Overman, and is sub- reservoir, as well as the survey for the | additional water supply in the event
‘Hock’s water supply will come from ject to approval by the City Council Proposed pipeline, has been completed  of interference in the contemplated
‘the pure uncontaminated spring-felg Bt o7 Direct + the caill ‘but the company engineers will co-op- supply, in a useful and operating condi-
‘Alum Fork of Saline fver. The new and Board.of Directors of the comPany. o, e  with whatever additional en-| tion until such time as the city or com- : :
‘water supply will be made possible Mayor Overman and S. R. Brough, gineering work is required, pany may provide the necessary reserve New Law Gives Authority. of Engineers, American Public Health
1%&%; fPWA loan and grant of puperintendent of the company, at- The reservoir site has an elevation of | supply by duplication of pipe line, res-  Mr. Sykes, PWA attorney; Mr. Lough- | Association and American Waterworks
!g'o'Ve sk trg? the I{Tt%i States ¢ 1od the conference in Mr. Sherrill’s 725 feet above sea level, which is 213 | ervoir or other means, eliminating the borough and Mr. Sherrill discussed legal | Association. He served as captain in the
1by"thexpmcein e pf.ftﬁ:nng ke repaid e b 11 o hen the feet above the water level at the com- | Necessity of said pumping plant, and phases of the agreement signed Thurs-'| Sanitary Corps during the World war,
it bt 3o el 45(: e(x"vce::n? office a A a. n; y%s rday w. en‘ e pany’s reservoir, and little difficulty is | the obligations between the city and day.by attorneys for the city and the |and has been in charge of design off 4
‘or $1,350,000 fo be an outrié)ht grant’ R imus. wag - slaned. anticipated in routing the flow line. ' the company in that regard shall be company. It was agreed tentatively that many of water supply projects on which | 25
- 390,000 0 hau L gran 5 f What mutual, and proper provision shall be the amendment to Act 131 of 1933, his firm served as engineers. |
to the citizens of Little Rock trom\ ummary o a Data Assembled On ' made to make them legal and binding passed by the 1935 legislature, authoriz- ] Mr. Crist, associate engineer, assist-

superintendent of the Arkansaw Water
Company, and J. F. Loughborough, at-|is a me American Socic
torney for the company. .| of Civil Engineers, American Association

i 4
{ )

the United States. on both.

No Rate Increase. :

“The Arkansaw Water Company
has agreed to make a contract with
' the city to distribute this water
through its distribution system at
no increase in rates and without
‘waiving our rights or privilege to
purchase the property of the Arkan-
:la?e Water Company at any future
ate.
~ “The new dam and reservoir will
| be 37 miles west of the city of Lit-
‘tle Rock, in the high! nd area which
| has an elevation of .5 feet, or 213
{feet above the water level at the
reservoir in the city limits; thereby
germitting the water to flow:from
'Alum Fork into the city of Little
'Rock by gravity, eliminating, for
‘all times to come, the necessity
for pumping, except as may be re-
quired as a standby in emergen-

cies. ;
. “Acting for and on behalf of the
\eitizens of Little Rock I have agreed
%o the making of a contract with
‘the Arkansaw @ Water Company,
‘whereby the Arkansaw Water Com-
m will purchase all the water
from the city of Little Rock at a
‘price which will permit the city to
' pay for the new reservoir, dam and
low line and will distribute it to
the citizens of Little Rock at mno
incerase in rates.

“I. feel very much gratified that
I have been able to secure this new
water supply for I consider it the
realization of one of the foremost
~desires and ambitions of the citizens
of Little Rock.”
| } Joint Statement.
| “The tentaitve agreement was
~signed by John Sherrill and J. F.
‘Lo rough, attorneys represent-
|ing the city and the water company,
‘respectively. Under the terms of
this agreement an application for a
1$3,000,000 loan will be made to the
Public Works Administration to de-
wvelop an impounded water supply
'on the Nort! Alum Fork river,

|

Agreement Provides.
The contract provides:

‘That the city shall constr m-
plete dam, reservoir and } to
the company’s settling basins, a 8

PWA loan and grant not to exceed $3,-
000,000. :
That the company can draw & max-
imum of 2,800,000,000 gallons of water
from the reservoir in any calendar year,
and will pay not to exceed $94,875 an-
nually over a 30-year period to retire
55 per cent of the $3,000,000 loan and
grant, or a smaller amount if the proj-
ect can be carried out at lower cost.

That the company shall pay to the,
city $15,000 in cash as reimbursement
for expenses incurred in connection
with the project, following approval of
the proposed loan and first payment
by the PWA. '

That, if the city decides to maintain
the reservoir and pipeline, patrol and
watershed and to police the project, the
company will pay the city $833.33
monthly.

That the company reserves the right
of exclusive distribution of the water
and will maintain its present pumping
plant for emergency use.

That the city may purchase the
plant and distributing system during
the life of the 30-year contract. (It
is generally believed that effectiveness
of that provis'on depends on the PWA
financing contract, which may bind
the company rather than the eity to
payment of th= bonds and thus assure
full contemplated life of the contract.)

No Change in Rates
While Contract in Effect.
Tf:e- agreement was entered into with

the understanding that there will be no
change in present water rates, but com-

about 40 miles west of Little Rock. pany officials pointed out during nego-
water company will pay {0 tiations that financing of the new sup-

the each year a sum that will
retire - principal and interest of
the t loan over a period
of years. The water company
‘will also pay the expense to main-
fain and operate the flow line, and
patrol the water shed. For this ex-
| penditure the water company is to
receive 2,500,000,000 gallons of wa-
ter per year.

“By reaching a joint agreement to
de_velqp a new source of supply at
this time allows the city to obtain
‘a 45 per cent free grant of the total
1$3,000,000 federal loan. Work of
 preparing plans and request for loan
will be made immediately upon ap-
]prova; of agreement by the city
‘council and the officers of the Ark-
ansaw Water Company.
. _“We estimate that it will require
about two years before the new
project is completed and ready for
operation. During this period the
water company will continue to op-
3eryate its softening plant to reduce
‘the hardness ‘of the Arkansas river
iwater to a point satisfactory to the
‘consumer. e

‘While negotiating, man robs
lems had to be worked gutp and
smaller details had to be agreed upe
on. Both parties expressed appre-
ciation for the fine sFirit of co-op-
‘eration displayed in the many con-
ferences that were held.

“The desire to supply the cities of
Little Rock and North Little Rock
with a soft and better quality water
‘was the prevailing motive at these
‘meetings, and the completion of the
project as proposed will assure both
cities an abundant supply of pure
'soft_mountain water.”

AGREEMENT SIGNED

ply will represent a 12 per cent rate
reduction for consumers, as the com-
pany will pay $94.875 toward retire-
men:t of the debt, plus $10,000 for
maintenance. The company will save
several thousand dollars in pumping
charges since it will be required to
maintain the pumping plant only as a
reserve unit and for pumping water to
Pulaski Heights.

Payments made by the company will
be charged to operating expenses. For
.all water used in excess of the 2,800,-
000,000 maximum the company will pay
the city 3 1-2 cents per 1,000 gallons.

Superintendent Brough of the water
company said yesterday that constx:uc-
tion of the proposed reservoir and pipe-
line will require about two years.

" “During this period the water com-
pany will continue to operate its soften-
ing plant to reduce the hardness of t'he
Arkansas river water to a point satis-
factory to the consumer,” he said. “The
new supply when completed . should
produce a water satisfactory for both
domestic and industrial consumption.
This should be conducive to_the city’s
growth and should provide a supply
of which citizens of Little Rock, North
Little Rock and vicinity ¢ 2 be proud.

“Qur negotiations with city officials
have been exceedingly pleasant and all
of us have worked. with all speed to
bring about a satisfactory arrangemgnt
for financing the project, thus making
jt possible to apply for federal funds
under an attractive. arrangement.

“The desire to supply the cities of
‘Little Rock and North Little Rock with
a soft water of better quality was the
prevailing motive at all conferences and
completion of the project as proposed

e ; A will secure both cities an abundant sup-
; : 3 ply of pure mountain water.”
R p { 2 49 .
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Wetorheys for City and Com-

~ pany Approve Co-opera-
- tive Action.

Fofest_ Service Agrees

For City to Use Land.

The United States Forest Service ad-
vised the city yesterday that a permit
had .been granted to construct a dam
and reservoir on federal forest lan
along Alum Fork of Saline river in t

Ouachita National Forest and a formal| e treatment of water, cutting grass,|

days.  The permit will reduce the cost

Bonded Indebtedness.

One of the major obstacles to filing a
PWA application was removed yester-
day, with announcement of J. W. Pur-
dom, special accountant, that data had
been assembled regarding the bonded
indebtedness of municipal improvement
districts.  Seven small districts and one ji
larger district, Sewer Improvement Dis-
trict 104, had not reported but Mr, Pur-
dom had compiled figures on 128 dis-
tricts yesterday.

The 128 districts reported a total out-
standing bonded indebtedness of $1,-
340,605 of which bonds for $157,707 were
in default. Mr. Purdom said the 136
districts represented all in the city
which have not paid out. J
The city had a floating debt of $50,-
000 and a bonded indebtedness of $2,-
092,215 as of January 1, 1935.

Contract Will Be Sent
To New York at Once.

The agreement signed yesterday will
be forwarded immediately to the New
York offices of the company for ap-|
proval by its water company’s Board of
Directors and will be submitted to the
City Council for approval Monday night.

Mayor Overman said appointment of
Mr. Sherrill as attorney for the city in
the negotiations with the water com-|
pany had not been ratified formally by |
the council, but that he had designated
the lawyer under blanket authority
given him by a resolution adopted by
the council. Mr. Sherrill’s fees will be
paid out of the $15,000 payment which
will be made the city by the water com-
pany, when the PWA makes first pay-
ment on the loan, the mayor said.

J: M. Mackey, Eighth ward alderman,
said yesterday that he will propose to
th= council that the $15,000 payment be

de directly to the general fund of the
~ty, and that all expenditures in con-
nection with the water supply project
be approved by the council before pay-
ment.

Mr. Mackey said he will also propose
that any payments in future years by
the water company for water in excess
of 2,800,000,000 gallons go into the city
general fund. .

Text of Agreement
As Signed by Lawyers.

Text of agreement follows:

“To secure water from a new source

of supply on Alum Fork, the city of
Little Rock, herein referred to as ‘city,’
and Arkansaw Water Company, herein
|referred to as ‘Company,’ agree as fol-
|Tows: -
“1, The city to construct complete
dam, reservoir and pipe line with grav-
ity flow to company’s settling basins,
as now contemplated at estimated cost
of $3,000,000. ;

“2. The company to supply all users
of such water. , e S
i #3. The c¢ompany fo pay annually,
beginning when water from reservoir
i{s delivered to it, an amount sufficien
to retire city debt to PWA for construc-
tion of dam, reservoir and pipe line

not exceeding 55 per cent of $3,000,;
' 000, payable serially over 30 years; in
terest not exceeding four per cent per
annum; annual payment not to exceed|
$94,875 in any year.

“4, The company will pay to the city
an additional $833.33 per month, the
estimated cost of normal maintenance
and policing if the city shall elect to
maintain and police said completed
project as provided for in the next
paragraph.

Company’s Authority
‘Defined in Contract.

“5, The company to have charge of
and pay for normal maintenanee of
water supply and pipe line consisting

] .
BATE OF PAY ME NT FlXED release is expected in the next few patrolling water shed and pipe line and
iy ;

of the project by making it necessary ordinary repairs and shall likewise have

."‘ - 5 .. for the city te purchase only & small control over the surface of the water
' Contract Contingent on PWA Aid gereqpe for the reservoir site. !
) A conference will be held at 9 a. m.|late or prohibit boating, fishing. swim-

/in the reservoir with the right to regu-

“8. There shall be installed a proper
measuring device adjacent to the com-
pany's settling basins to measure the
water delivered to the company. For
the ‘annual payment on the city’s loan,
to be made by the company as provided
in Paragraph 3 hereof, the company
shall be entitled to receive in each
calendar year 2,500,000,000 gallons of
water; and for all water taken by the
company in excess thereof in any cal-
endar year the company shall pay to
the city an additional amount of 3 1-2
cents for each 1,000 gallons; but from
the sums so payable to the city by the
company for such excess water each
year there shall be deducted by the
company an amount annually equal to
the difference between the sum of $83,~
1600 and the amount necessary to be!
paid to the city annually for the pur-
pose and as limited in Paragraph 3
hereof.

Payments for Each
Year Will Stand Alone.

“9, Each calendar year shall stand
alone in the computation of the mutual
charges provided for herein, that is,
should the company fail to use enough
water in any one calendar year to re-

. pay the payments to: or charges against

the city ‘herein provided for for water

ing a municipality to provide a water | ing Mr. Smith, is a graduate of Leland |
supply and sell water to a private cor- | Stanford University and has been withi
poration provides full'authority for the | the firm over 1° years, except for a pe-
PWA application. e ; riod when he was with the Metropoli-

The company agreed to pay the city tan Water District engineering organ-
not more than $94,875 annually over a ization of Southern 'California in the
30-year period to retire the cost of the development and construction of the |
project, and it could use a maximum Colorado river supply for Los Angeles
of 2,800,000,000 gallons of water in any and other Southern California cities.
calendar year without further payment Firm 38 Years Old.
to the city. Additional water would be  The Burns & McDonnell Engineering
paid for at the rate of 3 1-2 cents per Company was organized about 38 years
1,000 gallons.

If the agreement is ratified by the ing problems of waterworks, water
City Council and the Board of Direc-  treatment, sewers and sewage treat-
tors of the American Waterworks and 'ment, power and light plants and ap-
Electric' Company, parent company of praisal of public utilities, Mr. Smith
the ‘Arkansaw Water Company, the said.
fixed annual payment guaranteed the  The firm has executed more than
city probably will eliminate the necessi- | 1,400 engineering engagements for over
ty for considering the bonded indebted- | 600 cities in 39 states, embracing a ter-
ness of the city and municipal improve- | rifory from Alaska to Florida and
ment districts in conection with the| Rhode Island to California. It has a
PWA application. personnel of six members, 10 principal

Debt Figures Prepared.

A report showing the bonded debt of
the improvement districts to be in ex-
cess of $1,497,000 has been compiled by
Mr. Purdom and will be utilized in con-
nection with the city’s plan to construct| Some of the principal waterworks en-
extensive sewer improvements at a cost| 2agements have been for Kansas City,
of $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 under the| Mo, Kansas City, Kan., Los Angeles,
PWA loan and grant plan.

PWA officials indicated yesterday

fices in Kansas City, Cincinnati, O.,
and Albany, N. Y., he said. Cost of the

South Bend, Ind., Lincoln, Neb., Beau-
mont, Tex., Cincinnati and Oklahoma

ago to specialize in municipal engineer- |

assoclate engineers and more than 40 |
assistant engineers, and maintains of- |

projects was estimated at $184,904,868. |

Cal., Sacramento, Cal., Springfield, Ill, |

for that year, the excess payment or that, to protect PWA bonds, the city
charge on account thereof shall not Probably will be required to pledge that
constitute a carryover charge against the annual bond payments on the proj-
the city, nor be deducted from any ect will be charged to operating cost

City, Okla. ;
Recently Completed Project,
The new supply for Springfield, Il

amounts becoming due city in future
years.

“10. On letting of the contract for
construction of the reservoir and pipe
line, following approval of the loan by
the PWA and the first payment by the
PWA on said loan, the company shall
pay to the city $15,000 in cash to reim-
burse the city for its expenses incurred
in connection with the project.

“11. The company will co-operate
with the city in the consummation of
sald project and at its own expense,
lend such aid, advice and services to
the city as it deems proper, without re-
quirement however to do so.

“12. No payments so made by the
company to the city upon said project
shall be written up as a capital invest-~
ment by the company but shall be in-
cluded in operating expenses.

“13. This contract shall not waive

any right the city now has to purchase |
the property of the water: company at |

a date subsequent to the date of this
contract if it should so desire and
thereby relieve the company of the
liabilities under this contract.

“We understand that the foregoing
is the agreement rzached between the
representatives of our respective clients,
subject to the approval of the City
Council and the Board of Directors of
the company, respectively: and that
immediately thereafter a formal con-
tract will be drawn between the city
and the company covering the points
outlined above.

“Signed at Little Rock, Arkansas, this
August 1, 1935.

“John A. Sherrill,
Attorney for the city.
“J. F. Loughborough,

Attorney for the company.” l

PYWA OFFICIALS IN
WATER DISCUSSION

Confer With Representatives
of City and Utility
Company.

APPLICATION READY SOON

Authority Found for Project in Act
Passed by Legislature This

Year.
5 11 —

\

[},&,(,4.,:’3 caabh b A

in the event the city decides to pur-
chase the plant and distributing sys-
tem of the water company at any time

during the life of the contract.

CITY WATER SUPPLY
ENGINEERS CHOSEN

Members of Kansas City Firm
Arrive for Preliminary
Work.
fQ;A/LA:“;o<A--'f'I’_ z !Ci 5 3"
PLAN INSPECTION TODAY

Municipalities Throughout Country
Have Been Served by Burns

& McDonnell.

Chester A. Smith and M. L. Crist,
members of the engineering firm of
Burns & McDonnell of Kansas City,

Mo., which has heen retained to super-
vise construction of Little Rock’s new

$3,000,000 water reservoir and pipe line,
arrived yesterday for a conference with
| Mayor Overman and will make a pre-
! liminary inspection today of the Alum
| Fork reservoir site and pipe line route.

They will be accompanied by Mayor
| Overman and M. Z. Bair, sanitary en-
gineer for the state Board of Health,
who directed preliminary engineering
work.

Mr. Smith said he and Mr. Crist
| would review data already assembled
|and would begin work immediately on
\whatever additional information is re-
quired by the PWA when the city files
its application for a loan and grant.

' Mayor Overman said Little Rock en-
gineers will be associated with Burns

& McDonnell on the project and it is |

understood that E. E. Bonewits & Co.
of Little Rock will be retained. The
 mayor estimated that about two weeks
 will be required to complete informa-
tion required by the PWA application.
Company Engineers to Help.

8. R. Brough, superintendent of the
Arkansaw Water Company, promised
Mayor Overman yesterday, that engi-
neers of the -American Waterworks and

recently completed under the design
and plans of the firm and dedicated
July 12-14, involved the construction of |
a dam and lake impounding approxi-
mately 21,500,000,000 gallons of water,
with a surface area of seven square
miles. Mr. Smith said the total cost of |
|the project exceeded $2,500,000.

At present, he said, the firm is re-
tained by Cincinnati on the design and
improvement of the filtration plant and
;gg(r’)ply, at an estimated cost of $3,000,-

R. E. McDonnell served on a consul-
‘tant board for the city of Los Angeles
lin reviewing the Owens river supply
and the new Colorado river supply, as
(well as in making a complete study of
| storage reservoirs to replace the St.
Francis dam.

Other cities which the firm has serv-
ed include St. Paul, Minn., San An-
tonio, Tex., Milwaukee, Wis., Sacra- |
mento, Cal., Columbia, Mo., Fort Col- |
lins, Col., McPherson, Kan., Iowa City, |
Ia., Alliance, Neb. Ketchikan and Jun-
eau Alaska, Newport, R. I., New Castle,
Pa., Miami, Fla., Knoxville, Tenn,, Lex- |
ington, Ky.

L e AN e

ENGINEERS IN VISIT
 TORESERVOIR SITE

Find Data Already Asser "'~
~on Water Project Highly

b Usefulj/cr /93 &

“”‘Dgf"{/“z ~
Chester A. Smith and M. L. Crist
of the Burns & McDonnell, engineer-
ing firm, of Kansas City, Mo., wilh

Mayor Overman, M. Z. Bair, sanitary
engineer for the state Board of Health, |
and George Rogers, survey cupervisor,
returned late yesterday from an mspec»f1
tion of the site of Little Rock’s pro-
posed water reservoir.on Alum fork cq
 the Saline river, 37 miles west of the
| city. ' ¢

Mr. Smith and Mr. Crist, whose firmi
has heen retained to supervise con-.
‘stmction of the reservoir and pipe line
|if the city obtains a PWA loan and
' grant, frequently consulted the prelim-'
inary engineering data assembled by
| Mr. Bair and Mr. Rogers. Mr. Bair
| directed the engineering survey and
| Mr. Rogers was superintendent of field
crews for the FERA. The engineers

e et

- and Approval of Council and Assurance was given PWA officials| Electric Company, parent company, will | estimated that work already done is

today in the office of Alexander Allaire, | ming or any other such uses. At the | arrive here early next week. Assistance | Worth $10,000 to $15,000 to the city.

state PWA director, at which final ar- | election of the city it may take OVer yesterday, at a conference with officials

e Utility’s Directors.

‘g

rangements will- be made - for filing a |said duties and control and pay all
PWA application for the project. The costs thereof at any time, after 90 days
conference will be attended by Mr. Al- | Written notice to the company in which

of the city and the water company,

that ‘the city’s application for a loan

and grant of $3,000,000 or less to con-

of the engineers was promised when
an agreement was signed with the city
last week, whereby the city will provide

Mayor Overman said the engineers
| wa'e pleased with the general set-up
| of the project, particularly with the

the new water supply through a PWA | fact that the area where the reservoir

~An agreement was signed yesterday laire, Mayor Overman, City Attorney Ed event the company shall pay to the water supply will be filed' il i i |
by S s e o v, £ Sk O B %, e ey o7 the Sddiiorl 135353 e month Ll & 8 (et U 00 v e e sl i S
i e ; the state Board of Health, . 4
the Arkansaw Water Company for con- TMEI0°€r G2 00 S8 O D pianming _“6. Company to take from feservoir We e . o e the WA applicatiog hplee
| struction through the PWA of - e : : all water needed by it to supply Little ander Allaire, sta engineer; Don approved tentatively, the city will be
stru : gh the of a $3,- Board | y pPiy Mitchell, W. R. Cr i
’ 4 | rd. | Rock. North Little Rock and all ad- A. MacCrea, W. W. Mitchell, W. OW- required to file final plans for the.
000,000 water reservoir on Alum Fork A crevtv of el;ginee;s Eflroxtnlthg Ameri- Ljacent Asewitaie: when .gtich . mboly. 18 ten’ C. C. Brooks and C. 5. Sykes of project which will necessitate intensive
of % - erworks and Electric Compan : o M0 |
n( ‘Saline n;lva; and vi. 37-mile gravity ﬁﬁ‘mive i v i ey assistpthz reasonably available, 2 aff; Mayor. Overman, ;?I;f!‘:nngin:::ing t::ri‘osi:i t(l:fe tgnok nﬁu :
flow : ¢ = ! | i, L al e { the pipe line,
BN 0 Provide & soft water | ity in assembling preliminary engineer- | | — = ng H J
supply for Little Rock, North Little| : L
Rock and viemitys o0 ]
F 3 e *
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would have und

‘borrow from the PWA
ding what the PWA will ‘
‘the city for a hetter water

o

$9,250,000, it will then add to our|sg

ual pay

 help meet the payments on the PWA | man yesterday.
n. Assuming that. the PWA loan| Their report presents a study of
uld draw four per cent interest, this| rainfall, watershed, construction, per
11l call for the city to pay annually,| capita and gross water consumption of | i
nnin $100,000, interest and Little Rock and North Little Rock, | President Roosevelt’s approval of al-  under the PWA program in Arkansas. It
666 principle or a total of $191,6.56,‘ growth in population and other data.| lotments totaling $5,992,984 for 54 Ar- ‘calls for construction of a dam and
et the payments. After deducting The growth chart was computed on & | . oo ints SN " reservoir on Alum Fork of Saline river
‘ s projects, including $3,080-  in saline county, west of Little Rock,

$94,875 payment from the water graph of the two cities and on studies j
i Memphis, Atlanta and other South- 000 for Little Rock’s proposed reservoir  and a 39-inch pipeline about 39 miles

long. Original estimates for the reser-
voir called for expenditure of $1,148,960

at

he city would have to dig up| of

‘undertaking and retain any public.

t or borrowing DOWer. ;
lieve that the city could finance gq

outright purchase of the water porg shows, as the storage area would

Ehgi,neers":Report Water Sup-!z.

¢ dness $2,750,000, making & total increased per capita consumption, and
of $7,248,691. To off-set this, the city can be built within the budget of $3,-
er the proposed plan 500000 for land purchase and right-

ith the Arkansaw Water Company, 8l of-way, dem and pipe line construc- | : :
ment not to exceed $94,875| tion, engineers reported to Mayor Over- cember 15 but State Director Warns'

o meet the balance due an-|ern cities. It was prepared by Burns| and pipeline and $100,000 for addi-

"to the PWA. I don’t see how and McConnell, consulting engineers,
I for the city to meet such Kansas City, Mo. tions to West Side Junior High School, 5 's;922,000 for the pipeline. Con-

A proposed reduction in height of the

‘President Roosevelt Approves -
$5,992,984 for 54 Arkan-
sas PWA Projects.

ly Proposed Would Serve
g City 50 Years.
z\g é’ ; l“l )4 2 S

: { :
d a new sewer system. Grant-| The \broposed new water supply on . 'initial allotment for preliminary con-
the PWA out of this DMeW Apm fork of Saline river will give Lit-

000, will grant 45 per cent of it 1o Rock adequate water for the next | WORK WILL BE SPEEDED

years, allowing for rapid growth and

Against Missteps.

High Dam Favored. was announced by Alexander Allaire,

m by 10 feet is not desirable, the re-.| receipt of a message from Washington.

and with the PWA loan and pe yeduced by 6,200,000,000 gallons and | yo ooct 86 078,002, and are among 180

3,000,000 construct the new it

e to take over the water system.

wned by the water company.

) assets to the city which are
ow charged to the consumers of the v

Alum Fork Dam. costs. Stronger spillway. facilities would

k with 15 per cent, could way work would offset any savings.

%@ﬁ WatErk Eom&aén%! r&; gallons of water last year, & pe'Il"h capita | o
the actual market va ' figure of 63 gallons per day. e new e projects, and loans totaling $3,258,-

Bt - i mihd . gallons daily at low water to approxi- -
alization for 1934 at $4,364- supply can produce a maximum SUPPLY | 780 were made from the PWA revolving | mately 22,000,000 gallons daily at spill-
fund on 52 projects. : - | way crest and a possible 25,000,000~
gallon capacity with a pump 1ift of 35-
feet above spillway crest.

there is a funded debt of 29,100,000 daily. An increase to 80
000 and in addition $56,000 gallons per person per day is anticipated
stock, leaving less than half with better water than that now se- | Mr. Allaire warned sponsors-agains
actual value of its plant as the cured from the Arkansas river.

total operating revenues for the yoir which is served by a watershed of

ending December. 31, 1934, Was 42.54 square miles will be 14,900,000,-
17,824.19. If the city ownsd the 0o gallons. Even with record dry years contract all over the state by Decem- | no0 600 in 1940 and 6,400,000,000 gal- |
“re are some material items of the supply would be sufficient, the re- be: 15, but ordinances authorizing bond lons in 1975. L

pense which would be port shows. { ,
Division of costs for the project pro- Silee or shyihing. else should be helt 'School District Election '

/ k, the In abeyance until we are consulted,” he |
ides ample funds for the wor {i » : » ;On Bond Issue Necessary.

tle could be saved in construction

water system and North was shown, and the cost of such spill- ago. : | feet., The crest of the dam will be 20
Grants totaling $2,73.,204 were made | feet wide with broad slopes. The pipe-
|line of 39 inches diameter will have
' capacities ranging from over 17,000,000

The two cities consumed 2,259,200,000 l
to cover 45 per cent of the cost of all

taking any legal steps without co -
Average storage capacity of the reser- ing his offlce,g - fragper

,W?iwiem. The water company paid engineers state. This allows $65,000 for said.

1d the water company $42,380.04 1

the American Water Works &
e Gompany, the parent company, 1

yments on the PWA loan. If

pany should go through, the city

e annual rental of not to ex-
'$94,875 from the water company.
‘an outright bond issue is floated
¢ city according to the provisions
he constitution under the proposed
sment with the water company, the
apany will have to assume the great- |
‘responsibility to the PWA for the
which will only mean that the |
will be used as a tool for the water |
pany to secure a new water supply.
uestion should be submitted to a ‘

A. L. Rotenberry.

|n£ 25 R . I—
N6 /Unusual Lowering of Wells
“ At Gillham, Geologist Says.

. Dr. G/ C. Branner, state geologist.

i; said yesterday upon his return from
| Gillham, Sevier county, where he went
. to investigate a reported lowering of the
water level in wells in that vicinity,
‘that he found no evidence that the
 fluctuation was uniform or unusual

.~ He said one resident reported that
 the water level in his well dropped more
‘than 30 feet overnight, following heavy
] blasting by a road construction ecrew
mear his home.

~ The state geologist said the owner of
this well is planning to sue the road
. contractor for damages. He said it is
- possible that blasting near a well would
cause the water level to change but
_that it would be up to the owner to
_prove that the blasting was the proba-
ble cause of any unusual change. He
- said fluctuations in other wells in the
town might be attributed to variation
in rainfall and other causes.

~ As a result of Dr. Branner's visit, of-
‘ ficials of the town may start a move-
ment to obtain a PWA loan to install
a municipal water system. Dr. Branner
suggested the possibility, pointing out
that a supply could be piped from a
creek two or three miles from the town
and that an adequate plant probably
could be constructed, with a government
m nd 40 per cent grant, at a cost

|
|
!

that; ‘could be liquidated in a few years
_with a nominal monthly service charge.

amounting to $109,839.16; the purchase of land and right-of-way, $1,-

protection, and the water company tion and $1,922,000 for pipe line.

a management fee.rmn.k-“and will take care of flash flood con- tle Rock’s water reservoir and pipe line

ot 5 e 4 - ditions of 175,000 second feet flowage )
of $172,618 savings to the with a wide margin of safety. This will | 2" be constructed with the $3,080,000

these thres items. This saving | exceed any flood emergencies ever en- |
than take care of the an- countered in this section according to, “In making the allotment our en-

e fietcdey: :ﬁel;::?er Bureau data shown in fhe gineers drew on a wealth of previous
agreement W a :

ey B to check estimates on the city’s appli-

d have no additional income tu E E BONHWITS W[I l s ! i ¥'s appli
oul on, which necessarily were compiled
£ _meet its payments to the PWA |y Ji, . hurriedly,” he said. ’ :

48,960 for dam and spillway construc- Certain That Punds For
‘Water System Ad
Spillway measurements provide for a y A equate.
0-foot depth flow over a 300-foot area Mr. Allaire said he was “certdin Lit-

| loan and grant of the PWA.”

| experience, taking a great deal of time

. The city’s original application was !
WORK ON PRO fo: a loan and grant of $3.500.000 |
\ h ne o conditions of the PWA ap-
PYREX: st proval is that the Burns & McDonnell
Engineering Company of Kansas City,

noin' ing Mo., shall retai )
To Be Appointed Consulting g0 oet "subjeet. to t‘tﬁgpiﬂﬂ?eﬁi

Enginger, Mayor Overman . M Afiste: He sald 3 vae sty

: on all large projects to invite a con-

Announces. ~ sulting engineer to assist and his re-

tention would entail slight additional
expense.

H43 Bomewits’ of | Tittls ‘Rock- will .The. city’s.original application provid-

ke appointed consulting engineer for ed a five per cent engineering fee or

_the city’s $3,080,000 water supply im- approximately $150,000, and $45,000 for

provement subject to approval of the legal and administrative expense. Mr,
/PWA, Mayor Overman said yesterday Allaire said the latter fee had = been
Appointment of a consulting enginee: greatly reduced” by the Washington
to work with Burns & McDonnell PWA office. Construction items also
engineers of Kansas City, Mo., employec WT¢ reduced prior to approval.
by the city, was provided for with re: The city will receive a direct grant
cent PWA appreval of the project. | 9f $1,386,000 and 2 loan of $1,694,000

Five engineering crews’ were in tn( Which will be repaid through sale of
field yesterday, three at the dam siti water to the Arkansaw Water Company
and two along the route of the propose at a rate not to exceed $100,000 annual-
40-mile pipe line, Mr. Smith said, ~H{ 1y for 2,900,000,000 gallons of water.
caid he platoed to submit’ sectiohs Construchon of the project is expecied
plans to the PWA office for examina: to require 12 months. It will provide 3,-
tion as rapidly as they are completed 098,767 man hours of employment and
to secure approval for specifications i offer jobs to an average of 2,800 work-
advance of the November 7 deadline ®S each month. ‘
Contract must be award cem:
ber t15. i ed by Decem pfayor Grateful To

‘The formal agreement under whicl Both Senators. -
the PWA. will make a grant of $1,386, £

000 to the city and purchase bonds fo! R
$1691000 had mot been - receivel L f0 improve the city’s water supply

yesterday. Execution of the agreemen since his inauguration in April, yester-
by city- officials is expected to maki goar’; p};g t;‘b“;f,btfn:h,f eﬁ%m oitise W
available immediately a preliminar| oo oo rio t;“ Hattie W.
grant of $73,000 requested by the cit} o PWBL\ sponsoring the project with
to ca;rry ton engineering work and earl; “Senatc;r Robinson. -has - interested’
construction.
. . ! himself in the project since it. was

10;2;;&:? t?lfe %e:gmsliﬁngis tll‘::ceif;fn conceived and only last week contacted

" h 4 Washington officials after a conference
major consideration and drills will with sponsors here,” -Mayor Overman
started soon to determine the exten gaiq.  “Senator éérawa.y' fias' Been
and quality of bed rock. Raising t'h‘i active in behalf of the project in ' Wash-
‘height of the dam is expected to deiington and was responsible for tele-
crease cost of the pipeline by reduc: grams announcing its approval.”
ing the amount of necessary tunneling = payor Overman visited Congressman
for the gravity flow line. John L. McClellan at Trinity hospital
yesterday, and received that official’s
congratulations. The reservoir site is
in Mr, McClellan’s district. The con- |
gressman is recovering from an opera-

»

Mayor Overman, who has been work-

'in the next few days.

No Delay In -
Initial Allotment.

struction work and final engineering
could be paid “immediately.” The
maximum allowed by the PWA for such
: . ‘work is 15 per cent of the grant or ap-

proximately $200,000 for the Little Rock
Contracts Must Be Awarded by Des  project. Mr. Allaire said he would be
unable to determine how soon initial
construction can be started until he
had conferred with engineers for the
project.

i
largest project which will be undertaken

1 tingencies, engineering, legal and ad-
 state PWA director, yesterday following ministrative cost, interest during con-
v struction and miscellaneous costs ac-

The 54 projects listed are expected m;goofggo‘ the romsimder of

with estimated cost of approximately  8bove bed rock will be 115 feet and it
" of Little Rock with 85 per -9,00 5 :  will be approximately 2,800 feet long
 of Li be needed to care for flash floods, it | $),000,000, submitted several weeks  jnogine the spillway section of 300

tion of water is approximately 2,400,~
“The entire program must be under 000,000 gallons and the report estimated
| that consumption would reach 2,916,~

that contracts for core drilling
soundigg fqr the dam site and ‘clearing

the reservolr site can be awarded with-|

Mr. Allaire said yesterday'the city’s

The water improvement job is the

The maximum height of the dam

it

The city’s average annual consump-l

‘Plans for additions to the West Side |
Junior High School, Fourteenth andy
Marshall streets, call for three-story ex 4
tensions to the north and south winge,
on the west side to provide six addi-
tional classrooms, and a second story
to the cafeteria annex to provide an |
auditorium and two large rooms which |
can be used for band practice and
other purposes. '

John G. Pipkin, business manager
for the Little Rock schools, sald no
work could be started until the board !
meets and calls a special election to
vote on the proposed $55,000 bond issue.
Thirty days notice must be given of the
election. If the bond issue is ap-
proved the district will receive a grant
of $45,000.




Y | of the indus|

At

| objections and sugges-
heard and said Council will
lon as it shall deem propex

R. E. OVERMAN, Mayor.

NANCE No. 5273
e Providing for the Construc-
eration of a Reservoir, Dam
e to Furnish a New Sourse
or Water for Little Rock,
oviding for the Issuance ot
ks Revenue Bonds for Said
ixing the Compensation to be
‘the Arkansaw Water Company
ater: Fixing the Details in
, to Said Bonds and Providing for
Method of Payment Thereof and

{ﬁn Emer%ency.
the City of Little Rock (herein-
1 the “City”’) desires a new
ao.!ger water and new source of
ply, and gublic interest and
require that a new source of
ter water be obtained; and
s, the City Council of said cCity
ed to be made by duly qualified
surveys of the possible sources
7 for suitable water available to
. Little Rock, and have de-
that Alum Fork, in Suline Coun-
roximately thirty-seven (37) miles
. the City, is a suitable and desir-
ition fo construct a dam and
to impound a new source of sup-
litable water, and of a ‘pipe line
constructed from said location to the
of Little Rock to make said water
ble for distribution in said city; and
reas, said gineers have preparea
: nd ations for said dam,
ine, and an estimate
tion of the same,
of the real, property necessary’ to be
ased; and

‘the Arkansaw Water Company,
corporation gyning the distribut~
m in said City of Little Rock, has
purchase from the City of Little
er Elgllvetex} from said source of

to pay for said water so re-
mount sufficient to repay te
Works Administration all sums
to retire a loan, bhoth principal

hav

3 to ] ~such consumes
with filtered water, and to connect its
pipes therefor with tae%ipes of the Com-
ggny_ at a point and with the connections
0 be reasonably designated and approved
by the Company, considering the location
Ty; and for the water so taken
from the pipes of the Company the City
thall pay to the Ccmpan¥l therefor accord-
ing to the Company’s schedule of rates in
force in the City of Little Rock at the
time. It is contemplated by the parties
that service connections with the pipe line
from the City’s reservoir to the Com-
bany’s settling basins are undesirable, but
that the Ya.rties have the right to permit
such at places and in situations where the
City and the Company consider them un-
objectionable; the Company to sell the un-
filtered water delivered therefrom, and
credit the City with the quantity of suchk
water as though it had been delivered by
the City to the Company’s settling basins,
and if in any instance the Company con-
siders ang connection and supply objec-
tionaple, the City shall have the right to
permit such connection and to deliver the
unfiltered water taken therefrom to con-
sumers, {)aying the Company therefor one-
half cent per one thousand (1,000) gallons
less than “its rates for supplying filtered
water in the City of Little Roek; the City
to have credit for the quantity of such
water as though it had been delivered by
it to the Company »t the Company’s set-
tling basins,

3

The Company shall be entitled to receive
and the City shall deliver to the Com-
bany, at its settling basins as aforesaid,
all water needed by the Company for its
own use and to sulpply all consumers in
the Cities of Little Rock, North Little
Rock, and vicinities; that supplied to all
consumers to be treated and filtered, ex-
cept that distributed before it reaches the
Company’'s settling basins as provided in
paragraph 3 rereof.

4.

The Company shall pay to the City an-
nually for a period not to exceed thirty-
eight (38) years, beg!nnmg when said dam,
Teservoir and pipe line are completed and
3 sufficient supp.y of water is available for
delivery to the Company at its settling
basins as hereinbefore described, to sup-
ply-all of its consumers, the sum of One
Hundred Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($100,500.00), such annual amounts to be
paid in equal quarte:-yearly installments
in advance, 'nd being predicated upon the
City obtaining both the grant and the loan
herein described from the United States
Government through-the Public Works Ad-
ministration. If the amount of said loan
to the City is less than One Million Nine

; ; ./ :

; e Company
Fifieen Thousand Dollars ($15,000);" and
at the beginning of each year up to and
including seventeen (17) years thereafter,
Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000).

Such deposit of bonds to be made with
an appropriate instrument of pledge, ex-
ecuted by the Company, providing that
should the Company default in any such
payment due the City, a sufficient number
of said bonds to make good such default
shall be sold by the bank in which depos-
ited, at public sale after five days public
notice. The interest on said bonds so de-
posited by the Company under pledge ac-
truing and paid after such deposit by the
Company shall belong to and be turned
over to the Company by such bank when
collected. If any such deposited bond
matures and is paid while in the deposit
aforesaid, on substituting other Govern-
ment bonds, or bonds the principal of
which is guaranteed by the United States
Government, of par value equal to the
amount of cash received by the depositary,
such cash shall be paid to the Company.
Any such Bonds that may be in said de-
posit on termination of this contract shall
be returned to the Company.

As the annual payments by the Company
to the City herein provided for to meet
the maturities of principal and interest
of the revenue honds to be issued by the
City will somewhat exceed the amount
necessary to pay sugh maturities in all or
nearly all the years, each One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000) accumulated by the City
from such excess payments, after payment
of legiiimate expenses incidental to the
bayment of said reyenue bonds, shall be
deposited by it with the said bank, and
thereupon bonds in that amount at par
shall be released from the deposit and
pledge and returned to the Company. And
likewise, any.sums that may be owing by
the Company to the City for excess water
taken by the Company from the City, as
described. in paragraph 9 hereof, after all
other credits the Company may have
against. such excess water charge, shall be
deposited by the Company with the deposi-
tary of such Government Bonds, and
thereupon bonds of the par value equal to
the amount of such cash deposited shall
be released from said deposit and pledge
and returned to the Company. Cash so
deposited in lieu of bonds, as provided for
in_ this paragraph, chall be under and
subject to the pledge, in the same manner
and to the same extent as were the bonds
released by such caih deposited:

5.

This contract is for the period of thirty-
eight (38) years from the date the first
quarterly payment for water is due from
the Company to the City, as provided in
paragraph 4 hereof and until said loan is

erest, sufficient to pay the cost of
foject and also to operate and main.
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ensuing year. =Y

Sec. 7. That the pioject shall he here-
after operated upon a fiscal year basis.
The first fiscal year shall commence on
the completion of the project and delivery
of water to the Arkansaw Water Com-
rany, and shall end one year thereafter.

Sec. 8. That the revenue bonds of the
City (hereinafter called “Bonds”) be is-
sued in the total amount of One Million
Nine Hundred and Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($1,925,000), which amount, to-
gether with the funds to be furnished by
the United States of America, is necessary
to grovide sufficient funds to pay all cost
of the herein described contemplated con-

gurchase price of the
real property, including engineering, legal
and other necessary expenses, together
with interest to a date six months subse-
quent to the estimated date of completion
of the project; that said bonds each be
designated ‘“Waterworks Revenue Bonds”,
to be dated on the date fixed by the May-
or, to be ir the denomination of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) each, to be
numbered from one (1) to nineteen hun-
dred and twenty five (1925, both inclu-
sive), and mature in the numerical order
on the first day of January of each of
the years and in the amounts, as follows:
Years.
1939 $23,000

struction and the

. 45,000
v sl 46,000 1975 85,000 .
the bonds bear interest at the rate
of four per cent (4%) per annum, payable
on the first day of July and semi-annually
thereafter on the first days of January
and July in each year. that the bhonds be
signed by the Mayor and sealed with the
corporate seal of the City and attested by
tne Clerk of the City and that the interest
upon the bonds be evidenced by coupons
thereto attached, the coupons to be signed
by said Mayor and attested by said Clerk
by facsimile signatures; and the said May-
or and said Clerk shall by the execution
of the bonds adopt as and for their own
proper signatures their respective fac-
similes appearing on szid coupons; that
the bonds and coupons be payable in such
. ho—4ma_of the respective
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“fiscal period, complete opemtmg‘
ect

roject in good co

dition a: rate of cause same to be
operated in an efficient manner and at |
reasonable cost.

Sec. 13. Any holder or holders of twen.
ty-five per centum (25%) in aggregate{
rincipal amount of the bonds at the time |
hen outstanding shall have the right at |
all reasonable times to inspect the gro ect
and all the records, accounts, an ata
of the City relating thereto,

Sec. 14. So long as any of the bonds are
outstanding the City will not mortgage,
pledge, or otherwise encumber the project
or any part thereof or any revenues there-
from, except as herein provided, and will
not sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any
substantial portion of the project.

Sec. 15. The City will keep proper books
of records and accounts (separate from
all other records and accounts) in which
complete and correct entries shall be made
of all transactions relating to the project.
The City shall furnish to any holder or
purchaser of any of the bonds at the time
outstanding, at the written request of such
holder or purchaser, not more than thirty
days after the close of each six month’s
and in-
come statements of the proj reason-
able detail covering such six. months’
period, and, not more than sixty days after
the close of each fiscal year, complete
financial statements of the project in rea-
sonable de‘ail covering such fiscal year,
certified by the City Auditors.

Sec. 16. The City further covenants and
agrees that if default is made in the pay-
ment of any bond or coupon or if the
City fails to meet any sinking fund re-
guirement the holders of such bond may

eclare the bond immediately due and pay-
able and such bonds shali tlereupon be
}mxxlntediately due and payable and in de-

ault,

op

Sec, 16%. The right is reserved in the
City to call any or all outstanding bonds
for payment in the reverse order of their
maturities at par on any interest payment
date, with interest to date of payment;
provided hat in case any such bonds are
so called notice will be given of the num-
ber of each bond so called by publication
in a newspaper printed in the City of Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, of general circulation
not more than sixty and not less than
thirty day' prior to such interest payment
date and interest on any such bonds so
called shall be discontinued upon such in-
terest payment date after such advertise-
ment whether the bond and accompanying
cotpons are surrendered or not.

Sec. 17. Thers shall be a statutory mort-
gage lisn upon the project, as provided in
said Act 131, as amended, which shall exist
in favor of the holder of the bonds and
each of them and to and in favor of the
holder of the coupons attached to the bond,
and the project shall remain subject to

ch statutory mortgage lien until pay-

snt in full of the interest and principal
the bond. If there be any default in

.6 payment cf either the interest on or

rincipal of any of the bonds the holder or

dlders of any of the bonds may enforce
2e. statutory mortgage lien upon the
roéect in accordance with the provisions

[ Section 7, of said Act 131, and may by

roper suit compzl the performance of the

uties oi the cfficials of the City, as set
rth in said Act. 1f there be default in
he payment of the principal of or .interest

n the bonds any court having jurisdiction
n any proper action may appoint a re-
‘eiver to administer the project on hehalf
if tre Cit{, with power to charge and
:0llect sufficient charges and rates to pro-
7ide for the payment of the bonds and
interest thereon and for the payment of
the operating’ expenses and to apply the
Income and revenues in conformity with
said Act and this ordinance providing for
the issuance of such bonds.

Sec. 18, 'To the end that a record of
the pledge of the revenues and agreement
not to mortgage the property to be con-
structed in this project may be preserved
the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized
to file with the recorders of Pulaski and
Saline Counties, ‘Arkansas, a certified copy
of this ordinance acknowledged in the form
required for deeds and mortgages with the
direction that the samc be recorded in the
office of the County Recorder as in the
case of deeds and mortgages. |

Sec. 19. The Mayor is hereby directed
to publish for one insertion in the Arkan-
sas Gazette cr Arkansas Democrat, each of
which is hereby found and declared to be
a newspaper published and.in general cir-

ulation in the City of Little Rock, Ark-

nsas, this ordinance to which is attached
@ notice signed by him, in substantially
she following form: . 2

‘NOTICE. .

‘Notice is hereby given that the City of
Little Rock has adopted the ordinance
hereinafter et out; that the said City
jconiemplates the issuance of the bonds
described in said ordinance and that any
person interested may appear before the
caid Council upon the Z3rd day of Sep-
tember, 1935, at eight o’clock p. m., at its
usual place of meeting at the City Hall,
Little Rock, Arkansas, and present pro-
tests. At such hearing all objections and
suggestions wili be heard and said Council
will take such action as it shall deem prop-

er in the premises.
‘‘(Signed) R. E. OVERMAN,
“Mayor, Little Rock, Arkansas.”
Sec. 20. All ordinances or parts of ordi-
nances in conflict herewith are hereby re-
pealed
Ssc. 21. It is found that the Arkansas
River, as the presert source of supply of
water for the City and its inhabitants, is
unsatisfactory, in that it often carries
large salt content, and that the available
sources of water from wells to dilute it are
hard, making it necessary, when it can be
reasonably afforded, that water for the
City and its inhabitants be secured from a
| ‘hew “source; and it is further found that
in pursuance to Acts of the Congress of
the United States, the Public Works Ad-
ministration is authorized to make a grant
of forty-five (45) per cent of the cost of
public works, and a loan on liberal terms
of fifty-five (55) per cent of the cost
thereof; and that the water that can be
obtained from an impounding reservoir
on Alum Fork of Saline River is soft and
ip all respects exceedingly good for sup-
plying the City and its inhabitants; and
that applications for grants and loans to
the Public Works Administration for works
of that nature must be filed immediately,
and it is further found that without the
Government aid hereinbefore described it
would be impractizable to secure water
from said new source: and the immediate
operation of this Ordinance being neces-
sary for the immediate preservation of
the public peace, health and safety, an
|, emergency is declared and this Ordinance
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The acquisition of this property constitutes the greatest single

‘achievement in the history of the City,

enabling the City to acquire

within a short period of time a three million dollar property which is

~_equivalent to the total value of all the

property owned by the City,

~ which it has accumulated in 100 years of its lifetime.
The question of securing for Little Rock a new source of water

e P

Mayor-.

u On April 9th, when I was
. Ing statement:

supply constituted the major issue in the primary election i
11934, and on this p y election in October,

question our citizens overwhelmingly nominated a

inducted into office, I made the follow-

~ “It is quite significant that in response to the mass demand of
our citizens and all organized civic bodies who have to do with the
problems of our social and industrial life, were as a unit in listing the

- WATER SUPPLY as project No. 1 and

were in accord' that it should

“have priority over all others in our request of the Federal Government
for funds with which to carry to a successful accomplishment this im-
~ portant matter.”

. I further stated that the civic bodies to .Which I refer are the
- Little Rock Chamber of Commerece, the Engineers’ Club, the City Plan-
~ ning Commission, which includes personal representatives of our two
daily newspapers. :

- In addition to these organizations, we have
- endorsement of the State Board of Health, the

had the unqualified
State Geological De-

~ partment, the State Department of Public Utilities, Rotary Club, Civi-
tan Club, Kiwanis Club, Young Business Men’s Associatizn, Wo’men’s

- Democratic Club, Little Rock Real Estate Board and in f
~© organized civic body. © 22 000, 10, L 280 Gyary

Thus it is to be seen that the demand for a new source of pure

.

_water is unanimous.

THE

1.

NEW CONTRACT PROVIDES.

A Federal grant or gift of $1,386,000.00 by the P.. W. A.

e 2. A loan of $1,694,000 from the Federal Govern - i
¢ $100,000 per year, including interest. R

3.
‘ceeds of a contract with the Arkansaw Water Com ill
: pany, who will pay to
the City over the next 38 years a total of $3.755 760 f )
of 214 billion gallons annually. According o the e Dl nd
ing populatl.on increase, it appears that during the last years of this con-
tract the City will be consuming 614 billion gallons ‘annually. Assuming
(tj}ll;;' %sg%négtgogootéedreqsoniﬁlylcorrect, the Water Company will pay to the
,800,000. urin e life of th 7
B 1000 sl g : le contract for excess water at 314¢
' : 4 THE CITY OF LITTLE ROCK WILL OWN ALL OF THE
: gﬁ%ﬁ% i[I]{I;{P‘i‘lEI{SOA[\;&;H\%gI’i‘IgRBEGIN NING AT THE PROPERTY LINE
COMPANY AND EX
MILE_S WEST TO ALUM FORK e
line will be laid under the ground for protection.

This loan to be repaid by the City of Little Rock from the pro-

to the engineer’s chart show-

ON SALINE RIVER. The 40-mile pipe
The dam and reservoir

on Alqm Fork will be the pyoperfty of the City and subject to control by
the City. The reservoir will contain approximately 15 billion gallons,

which is six times our present annual consumption.

The water in Alum

Fork is better described by Dr. Geo. C. Branner, State Geologist i
ork ser { ; ; , and in
his report to the City on August 7, 1934, he made the follo%ving statle-

ments:

(a). The su‘pply would be permanent and adequate to meet any ‘L

emergency.

(b). There would be no expense of softening, the water would

be very soft, possibly as low as 30 P-.p.m.

(c). The flow to Little Rock would be by gravity.
(d). A permanent adequate supply of water, very low in chlo-

rides and especially soft would obviously constitute a valuable asset
to the City of Little Rock not only as a means of industrial economy,
but as an added convenience to those who live here and an added at-
‘traction to prospective residents. :
5. The City reserves the right to purchase the distribution svstem
i of the Arkansaw Water Company at any time during the life of the con-
o tract or thereafter. ‘

CONSUMERS’ RATES WILL NOT BE INCREASED

6. The contract does not permit the Water Company to raise its
rates to the consumers, nor does the City agree to waive demand that
‘rates shall be reduced in the future.

‘and do not pledge the faith and credit of the City nor do they become a
tax upon the real property of the citizens, because the bonds are revenue

T 7. Bonds for the loan will be purchased by the U. S. Government i
|

_ bonds to be retired from the revenues of the water contract.

L
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Water Project

Council Overrides Sin-
gle Protest Against
New Supply Plan.

The city council last night over-|
rode a single protest against the]
plan for acquiring a $3,080,000 water
supply and authorized Mayor R. E.
Overman to go to Washington in an
effort to secure an advance of
$73,000 for the project which has
been approved by PWA authorities.

Mayor Overman was en route to
Washington today and Alderman
George Muswick of the Third ward
was acting mayor by election of his
fellow aldermen to serve during the
mayor’s absence.

The hearing of protests against
the water proposal, which was re-
quired by Act 131 of the 1985 legis-
lature to be held by the council,
was prefaced by a remark from
Alderman Floyd Terral, acting |
chairman of the council for the
hearing, that he cculd not under- |
stand how any person could object
to the water plan advanced by the

i

Li

tie Kock Chamber of Commerce, T
i| told of the extensive survey made | nf xce
| last year at the request of the and engineers have been

new supply and termed the plan to
get water from the Alum fork of
the Saline river the best available.

W. Terry Feild, secretary of the
| Little Rock Engineers Club, said the
1 new supply was given approval by
| the club and similar expressions
have been made by other civic and
| professional organizations in the
| city.

At the conclusion of last night’s
hearing, Mr. Rotenberry said he
plans to file within a few days a
petition for a referendum on the
water contract in order that it may
be passed upon by the voters of the
city. -

The resolution adopted by the
council overruling the protest was
designed to forestall interference
with the water contract which
might delay the project or cause it
to lose the federal funds which
have been promised by the PWA. i

PW A Requests

More Water

Project Data

Ceh 18 2938

Washington, Oct. 17 (#).—The Public

mayor and approved by the city | oo Agministration called for addi-

council.

Mayor Overman had relinquished ' tional information tonight before de-

the chair to take the floor

to | termining whether to approve the ap-

present a review of the negotiations . plication of Little Rock, Ark., for $3,-

on the water supply which have re-
sulted in an agreement with the
Arkansaw Water Company to dis-
tribute water from the new source,
which will be owned by the city,
from the Alum Fork of the Saline
river, 40 miles west of Little Rock.
The water company will pay a
rental to the city which will enable
the city to retire the PWA loan in

38 years without increasing the
burden of local citizens as tax-
payers.

After Mayor Overman’s presenta-
tion of the wsater plan, Mr. Terral
opened the meeting to any who
might desire to enter a protest. W.
C. Mullins, a member of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engin-
eers and Firemen, indicated that he
would like to hear some of the pro-
visions of the agreement explained
and added that A. L. Rotenberry,
attorney, had been designated as
spokesman for him and others,

Protest Talk Limited.

The council limited Mr.
berry’s remarks to 10 minutes (some
wanted to make it two minutes), |
then allowed him to talk longer, but |
interrupted him before he
finished his presentation of what[
he termed objectionable features of |
the water deal.

Discussion of the contract dis-
closed that the Arkansaw Water |
Company is not prevented from |
seeking an increase in water rates '
to be collected from its consumers
during the life of the contract,
which is 38 years, with the city.
Neither is the city prevented from
seeking a reduction in rates. Either
the city or the water company may
apply for rate changes through the
established rate making bodies, and
appeal from there into federal
courts where it has been held that a
utility is entitled to a rate which |
will permit it to make a reasonable |
return on its investment. |

Mr. Rotenberry protested that the ‘

!
|

contract should requiré the water
company to continue use of the
water from the city-owned supply
after the PWA loan shall have been
retired. He asserted the city might |
become owner of a $3,080,000 supply |
40 miles from the city and have no |
system to distribute the water. |

Mayor Overman previously had |
explained that the city has not re-
linquished its right to negotiate fori
the purchase of the water plant |
from the Arkansaw Water Company, |
and that in the event of a refusal
to sell at a reasonable price the city
still could condemn the property
and purchase at a price to be deter-
mined in court.

When Mayor Overman took office
he launched a move to purchase the |
water plant for operation as a
municinal utility and secured from |
the water company owners an offer |
to sell for $5,000.000. This figurei
was termed too high and a short.

time later the contract for the utility |

had i‘

Roten- Llast night.

080,000 to provide a new water supply.

Mayor R. E. Overman of Little Rock
said, after a conference with PWA of-
ficials, that additional data needed
would be furnished immediately. He

said he would return Monday to Wash-
ington, when he expected the final an-
swer from PWA.

Mr. Overman said the information
requested was purely technical, but
would not require much time to as-
semble. He planned to return to Little
Rock tonight.

s

Mayor Overman conferred yesterday
by telephone with Chester A. Smith,
engineer for Burns & McDonnell, re-
garding additional technical informa-
tion required by the PWA. Assembling
of .the information will begin imme-
diately following the mayor’'s return to-

‘morrow morning, M. L. Crist, assistant

engineer in charge of the project, said

HITCH DEVELOPS
INGITY’S WATER
SUPPLY PROJECT

nicipal Operation.

Washington, Oct. 18 (#).—The Pub-
lic Works Administration said tonight
Col. Horatio B. Hackett, assistant PWA

Little Rock, Ark., it would be necessary
for Little Rock’s proposed water supply
project to be “truly municipal” to get
a PWA loan and grant.

“Colonel Hackett told the mayor we
couldn’t make a loan and grant to a
private corporation, because it is against
the law,” a PWA spokesman said. He
said a private company was involved
in the Little Rock situation.

would be glad to go ahead with it if
it could be made a truly municipal
1‘ project,” the spokesman said, ‘“and the
mayor -said he hoped that it could.”

Mavor Overman will return from

organization in an effort to find a|

tract specifications. = - g
President Roosevelt several weeks ago
approved an allotment of $3,080,000 -for

the water project, but the money bas

not been released, and the dispatch
from Washington indicates it will not
be niade available unless the city ar-
ranges to operate the water system.

When the mayor was talking of buy-

PWA Insists on Mu-

ing out the water company several
months ago, he suggested it would be
possible to obtain private
this purpose.

|

administrator, told Mayor Overman of |

“Colonel Hackett told the mavor we

_____ “‘Washington today with definite word of |

to distribute a water supply was
agreed upon.

After Mr. Rotenberry's presenta- |
tion of his protest had been termi-
nated, Alderman Terral asked if
others desired to be heard and none
responded. :

Ex-Governor Is Heard.

The courtesy of the floor then
was extended to George W.
Donaghey, former governor, who
said it was his second appearance
before the council in 26 years in
Little Rock. “We want some good
water and now is the time to .get it,”
he said, adding: “I don’t think there
thing wrong with the contract

has been entered into be-

tween the city and the water com-
‘pany.” He after

| what the PWA requires of Little Rock. |

Monday ‘night when the aldermen
formally ratified the contract between
the city and the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany. e 8
Supposition last night was that the
PWA would insist upon Little Rock
owning and operating the waterworks,
in. which event it would be necessary
for the city to acquire the %
pany’s properties. Fiok
Purchase of th e
by the
summer, but the n
ated

w%ﬁﬂ@i

| He left for Washington immediately ’
following the City Council meeting iast’
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ENGINEERS PROCEEDING

'WITH WORK AT SOURCE
' OFNEW WATER SUPPLY

eX.20,19

MGl KNI s

.

By JOHN J. WARD.

|

The higher dam will cut nearly in

' Today the valley of the Saline river’s | half the length of tunnels required for

Alum Fork in Saline county is a wilder-

ness but engineers are establishing the
wveins of Twentieth century civilization,
cutting narrow trails through the brush
and driving stakes inscribed with
strange numbers.

“Within a few weeks or months, if
Little Rock is successful in negotiations
with the PWA, hundreds of men will
be at work clearing the wooded area of
the little valley and throwing up a huge
_dirt wall between two hills at its lower
end to create a vast lake.

. The huge task when completed will
be Little Rock’s $3,080,000 water sup-
ply project. ;

v The. river that winds its way down
the floor of the valley is little more
than a creek, when viewed from the
_heights of Wildcat, bluff, about two
miles above the dam site. During the

summer months it is a gurgling stream, |

moving over and around huge gray
rocks with musical swiftness, with here

|

and there a quiet pool where the water |

rests on its way tc Saline river.

Advantage to Be Taken
Of Spring Rises.

At three places at least the stream
.can be crossed on stones without dan-
ger. of wetting the adventurer’s feet. It
looks so tiny in the valley wilderness
that the wuninitiated- cannot refrain
from an expression of astonishment
that it is expected to supply all the
water needs of Greater Little Rock.

The secret is that the river, which

‘behaves like an old woman in the sum-
_mer and winter, hecomes a whirling,
raging giant each -spring as the rainy
seasoh gives it a violent and short-
lived youth.
.“When a towering wall of earth is
thrown across the end of the valley,
between - the tip of -Houdy mountain
.and  an’ unnamed bluff on- the west,
the wild escapades of the river will re-
sult in‘a huge lake. Connected with
Liftle Rock through a 39-inch pipe line
35 1-2 miles long, it will be sufficient
to supply the city’s water needs for 75
years to come.

Seven engineering crews are waging
a battle against time to complete speci-
fications in advance of the November
‘7 deadline set by the Public Works Ad-
‘ministration,

Important Changes In
Preliminary Plans.

“ Already several important discoveries
have been made necessitating changes
in preliminary plans.

" Instead of 95 feet, the dam will rise
‘110 feet above the bed of the river.
“The extra height will nearly double the
storage capacity of the valley reservoir
‘but ‘what ‘is ‘even more important it
will make possible a more direct route
for the pipe line and facilitate con-
struction of a 300-foot spillway on the
Houdy mountain side of the dam.

To add fo the height of the dam
“wilt cost an additional $42,000, but it
will make possible a $45,000 saving in
eost, “of " the spillway, which must be
ent through a rock formation. ]

The higher dam will increase the fall
between the reservoir and the settling
basins of the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany in Pulaski Heights and will create
a greater “head,” or pressure, under
which water will flow through the
pipeline.

The increased pressure will make it
possible to route the pipeline more di-
rectly, so that instead of the nearly 39
miles called for in early estimates, the
engineers believe the line will be 35
1-2 miles in length. Generally it will
follow contours of the ground hut-along
sides of several hills a kind of shelf
‘will be dug and the pipe left exposed.

Leaving the city it will be laid along
Q street and the West Twelfth Street
pike. ;

the pipeline, permitting a saving of
$39,000 on that item alone. Cost of
cutting the tunnels, some of them
through rock, is estimated at $30 per
foot.

But also the higher dam, because it
increases the capacity of the reservoir
will make necessary the clearing of an
additional 460 acres, giving it an area
of 1,380 acres. The added cost will be
$27,600 but it will be more than offset
in the saving on tunnels.

Figures the Layman
Can Appreciate.

To give Gazette readers some idea
as to the magnitude of the proposed
dam, Marion L. Crist, assistant engi-
neer in charge of the project for Burns
& McDonnell, engineering firm of
Kansas City, Mo., estimated that it
would be necessary to excavate 100
acres to a depth of 10 feet to supply
dirt for the structure.

It will be 2,600 feet, about a half
mile, long and 600 feet, about two city

| blocks, wide at the base. It will be 20

feet wide at the top but no Roadway
is planned there because the cost of
bridging the 300-foot spillway would be
prohibitive.

The reservoir behind the dam will be
four miles long and about three-quar-
ters of a mile wide. The estimated
maximum capacity, if you are interest-
ed in figures, is 15,225,000,000 gallons,
a huge total when it is considered that
Little Rock’s present annual water
consumption is 2,500,000,000 gallons or

‘about one-sixth of that amount.

The dam is located in the south-
eastern part of the valley, which con-
tains the -entire watershed for the river.
The valley itself is a syncline, accord-
ing to a report of Dr. George C. Bran-
ner, state geologist. The central portion
is made up of the Atoka formation of
Pennsylvanian age and is part of what
is known as the Perry syncline.

The north and ' south sandstone
ridges which mark the limits of the
valley are Jackford sandstone of Mis-
sissippian age. Dr. Branner said he be-
lieved the formations to be sufficiently

sound structurally to provide an ade- |

quate foundation for a dam, so far as
strength is concerned. He said it was

{ unlikely that excessive leakage will de-

' velop in the event that foundations are

carried to bed rock.

i Removal of Subsoil

A Major Undertaking.

Removal of several feet of subsoil

| which covers the rock formations at

the dam site constitutes one of the
major engineering problems. The river
has cut a channel to the bedrock and
the soil on either side is not believed
to be- sufficiently strong to support the
dam. 3

Plans call for a dam which will have
greater structural strength than. the
neighboring hills. They have a strength
of about 100 pounds te the cubic. foot
while the dam can claim 110 to 120
pounds. . It will be built of thin layers
of carefully. selected earth. Each layer
will be.connected firmly with preceding
layers with “sheep’s claw” rollers,
which make use of .protruding arms to
pack the soil.

The reservoir and dam will -be located
about a mile northwest of Reform in
Saline county, which boasts a combina-
tion postoffice and general store and
little more. An all-weather mountain
road, maintained by the Reform CCC
camp, two miles above, connects the
postoffice with State Highway 9.

The site is about 40 miles from Lit-
tle Rock via Highways 10 and 9 and a
few miles shorter but bumpier over
Highway 9 and the West Twelfth Street
pike.

Construction activities will not reach

‘la peak until next year, after the con-

\WHERE LITTLE ROCK WILL OBTAIN WATER WITH PWA AID

S

—Giazette Staff Photos.
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The “ole baptizing pool” (top5 is one of the beauty spots on the Alum Fork of Saline river, where a huge reservoir w‘llI;be’ créatpdl'td

supply Greater Little Rock with water, when a dam and pipe line are constructed under the proposed PWA program, Families in the Walnut
Bottoms community bordering the Reform road are planning to “mo ve up the valley” when the lake is created, taking with them their rustic
church (left). Mrs. Mary M. Crabtree (right), one of the oldest settl ers in the bottoms, is among those preparing to move her home., The

map shows the route of the proposed reservoir and pipeline, following clqsely the West Twelfth Street pike.

tract is awarded. Present work is being
carried on by engineers aided by a few
Saline county farmers.

Residents Watching
With Mixed Feelings.

The farmers are watching develop-
ment of the project with mixed feel-
ings. Much of the reservoir site lies in
the Ouachita National Forest and land
has been donated by the government.
However, additional acreage was need-
ed and the city was forced to buy from
farmers,

So, for a dozen or so families in the
little settlement of Walnut Bottoms,
above the dam site, completion of the
project will mean ‘“moving day.”

The simple, weather-beaten home of
Mrs. Mary M. (“Aunt Mary”) Crabtree
is typical of the farm homes in the
little settlement. The
matron, active despite her years, has
made her home there for more than
40 years, and like many others is plan-
ning to “move up the valley.”

Flooding the valley will wipe out the
entire settlement, necessitating the re-
moval of its church and cemetery as
well as its homes. The church former-
ly served as a school but with the ad-
vent of better roads, children were

transported by bus to a consolidated

}
i

[

white-haired |

It still serves as a meeting place for
Fhe community and the cemetery still
is the burying ground for its dead,
who will be moved carefully to what-
ever location is selected for a new
church. The church is non-denomina-
tional.

Folks in the Bottoms township say
Houdy mountain on the east side of
the dam got its name from the first
church built when the settlement was
young.

A visitor rounding a turn in the steep
mountain road came ‘on the church
unexpectedly, exclaiming “Who'da
thought there was a church here?”

Thereafter the church was called
“Who’da Thought It Church” and the
mountain was given the same name.

Eventually the church was moved
from the mountain, but the mountain

| retained the name. However folks in

the settlement found it too long and
shortened it to “Houdy mountain,” the
name it retains today.

A clear, wide pool in the mountain

river just above the dam site is “the
ole baptizing pool.” y A~ o
v 3 i |




PLANS FOR CITY
DISTRIBUTION OF
- WATER OFFERED
Council Will Act To-
ﬁ »141.1:‘6rrow.

Construction of a municipally-owned

at an estimated cost of $6,850,000 was
approved yesterday by the City Couneil
Utilities Committee, which recommend~
ed that the council authorize , Mayor
Overman to apply for and execute a
contract for a PWA loan and grant.
. There was no opposition to the pro-
posal, which would: s
1. Give the city its own water reser-
voir, pipeline, treatment plant and
distributing system at a cost' to it of
$3,767,500 (to which would be added

an outright grant of $3,082,500) about
$500,000 less than the price at which
L’@e- Arkansaw Water Company offered
its properties to the city in June.

2. Make it possible for the city to
retire the cost of the joint projects at’
‘a rate of a liftle more than $200,000
annually. = :

Based on the present $600,000 annual
gross income of the Arkansaw Water
Company, it would be possible to grant
a reduction in rates that would save
approximately $100,000 annually, and,
in addition, $30,000 annually paid for
‘water service to public buildings and
ﬂrig ‘hydrants would be saved, officials
sald. ; ; J : SRR

The council tomorrow night will take
formal action on a proposed ordinance
delegating authority to the mayor to
proc,Aeed .with negotiations with the
PWA. : : r

Mayor Submits
Proposal to Committee.
 The proposal was presented to the

#f Mayor Overman and John A. Sher-
rill, attorney, from Washington, where
they sought immediate release of a
$73,000 allotment from the city’s ap-
‘proved $3,080,000 loan and grant for
construction of a water reservoir and
pipeline.

Mayor Overman said PWA officials
showed littlé disposition to release any
part of the loan and grant.unless the
city undertook to operate a distributing
system in connection with the proposed
' hew source of supply on Alum Fork of
Saline river.. , ¥

The $3,080,000 loan and grant appli-
cation was filed under an agreement
with the water company, whereby the
| company agreed to retire the $1,694,000
loan at the rate of not more than
$100,000 annually over a 30-year pe~
riod, at the end of which time' the
reservoir and pipeline would become
the city’s property. Under the agree-~
ment, the company would receive &
maximum of about 2,900,000,000 gallons
of water annually and would maintain
the property. . !

Contract Signed After -
Extended »Negotiations’.

The original contract was signed by
attorneys for the city and the water
company July 31, after negotiations for
purchase of the company’s properties
by the city reached an impasse. The
company offered to sell its Little Rock
' and North Little Rock ' properties at
an appraised value of $5,001,704,  of
which the Little Rock properties ac-
counted for $4,367,079.

Preliminary figures submitted yester=
day by Burns & McDonnell, engineers
for the reservoir and pipeline project,
caused Mayor Overman to estimate the
cost of constructing an entirely new

than $3,000,000, of which 45 per cent
would be a grant to the city.. - ..

Engineers worked until late last night
to finish temporary plans for the pro-
posed distributing system. They are
scheduled to be completed late today
and will be air-mailed immediately to
Washington, for presentation tomorrow
to Secretary of the Interior Harold
Ickes, PWA administrator.

_Under the plan approved yesterday by
the Utilities Committee the city will
file an amendment to its approved wa-
ter supply improvement application,
asking sufficient additional funds to
construct the distributing system.

Mayor Overman said last night: =
. “We do not believe that this amend-
‘ment to the application will in any

adpner slow up the work on our pres-

»

> 2

water supply and distributing system

Utilities Committee following the return -

distributing system at- slightly more-

TR e

arly approval for the entire loan.”
‘Attorney Points Out
Cempany Lacks Franchise.

| Mr. Sherrill, attorney for the city on
' the project, said the city would proceed
toward obtaining a PWA loan and
grant for the joint projects under the
'same statutes that guided procedure in
the previous application.

He expressed doubt that either the
federal or state courts could be peti-
tioned successfully to restrain construe-
“tion of the distributing system because
nonexistence of an exclusive franchise
would permit the city ‘to construct a
‘competing system as an unemployment
relief measure.

S. R. Brough, water eompany super-
kinbendent, was reported to be out of
the city over the week-end. J. F. Lough-
borough, attorney for the company, said
he was not in position to define the
attitude of the American Waterworks
{and Electric Company, parent company,
toward the proposed municipal devel-
‘opment,

It was understood from other sources
that the company was prepared to wage
battle in the federal court in an ef-

; fort to protect its Little Rock proper-
ties. Developments are expected follow-
ing formal action of the council to-
morrow night,

The municipal ownership program
would not preclude purchase of the
company’s property by the city, for it
is understood that the PWA has of-
fered to make available the purchase
price’ should the company decide to sell
at a figure the PWA would consider
“just and reasonable.”

Money advanced to purchase the
present plant and distributing system
would be a direct loan at a low interest

e WATER COMPANY

T0 MAKE FIGHT
AGAINST QUSTER

Protest to Council

Probable.
QRer. 21 193 8

Officials of the Arkansaw Water Com-
| pany don’t approve the proposal that
the city of Little Rock, with PWA as-
sistance, build a distribution system to
serve consumers of water from the pro-
posed new source of supply in Saline
county.

S. R. Brough, superintendent of the
water company, made it clear last
night that not only does the company

disapprove the idea but it also intends
to do a few things about—or against—
it. He didn’t say specifically what steps
would be taken but he said that exec-
| utives of the American Waterworks and
| Electric Company in New York, of
which the water company is a sub-
| sidiary, had been advised of develop-
ments and were preparing to act.
While Mr., Brough said his campaign
plans were still tentative, it is probs-

rate, probably four per cent, but would
not include a 45 per cent grant since
the plan would entail no new construe-
tion providing unemployment relief.

Mayor’s Summary
Of the Situation.

A statement yesterday by Mayor
Overman follows:

“On my trip to Washington it de-
veloped in conference with the PWA
that they would view with more favor
an application for a water distributing
system for the city in conjunction with
the application for a new source of sup-
ply. At the meeting of the Utilities
Committee of the City Council this aft-
ernoon it ‘was decided that the city
should file an amendment to 'its ap-
plication asking for additional funds
| sufficient to construct a distributing
| system in the city of Little Rock. This

able that he and J. F. Loughborough,
attorney for the water company, will
| be on hand when the City Council
| meets tonight to vote Mayor Overman
| power to negotiate with the PWA for a
| loan and grant with which to build &
| distribution system,

| Superintendent Says
Company ‘Amazed.’

Here’s what Mr. Brough wrote for
publication regarding the situation:

“We are greatly amazed at the turn
of affairs in connection with the de-
velopment of the proposed new water
supply project and cannot appreciate
the position the PWA officials at Wash-
ington have taken.

“Before our contract was made with
the city, the plan was submitted to
the PWA officials, at Washington and

they, at that time, heartily approved _

'system will be entirely new and we are
advised can be constructed at a cost
| of approximately $3;000,000.

“The city’s engineers are now at work |
on this application checking the costs
of a new system and we expect to have
 the application with these figures filed
with the PWA in Washington not later
than Monday morning, October 21. It
will be presented immediately to Secre-
tary Ickes, Public Works administra-
tor, upon his return to his office on
October 22. We should get an early ap-
proval of the entire loan covering both
the new water supply and new dis-
tributing system. We do not believe that
this amendment to the application will
in any manner slow up the work on
our present new water supply.

“Failure to get together with the wa-
ter company on a fair price for the
property leaves the city with no al-
ternative except to construct and in-
igall a completely new distribution sys-

m.

“With reference to the matter of the |
purchase of the properties of the Ar-
kansaw Water Company, the officials
of the company came to Little Rock
during the month of June and submit-
ted an inventory and statement of price
of their properties showing a valuation
of $5,000,000, which I consider exces-
sive based on estimated reproduction

it. It seems that some of them now
advise city officials they will not ap-
prove the plan, but suggest that the
city construct a duplicate plant, reser-
voir and distribution system.

“The city, of course, has the right to
purchase. our property. at any time. it
sees fit, but the plan to duplicate our
property - will be protested and all nec-
essary steps taken to protect our legal
rights. Rt

“We feel.confident that the ecitizen«
-ship of Little Rock will not approve
any such attempt to destroy our in-
vestment hére.” ;

 City Had Proposed To
Sell Water to Company.

If the council disregards the water
company protest, it seems likely that
the fight will be taken before PWA au-
thorities in Washington and also into
federal courts.

Under the contract to which Mr.
Brough referred, the city would have
sold to the water company the supply
from the proposed reservoir on Alum
Fork of Saline river. To build this
reservoir and a pipeline into Little
Rock, an allotment of $3,080,000, loan
and grant, was approved by President
Roosevelt - several weeks ago, and the
city intended to retire its indebtedness
to the PWA with the money collected
from the company for the water.

cost. At the time of this interview I
was fully determined to prosecute my
intention to purchase the distribution
system of the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany in accordance with Act 324 of
the Department of Public Utilities, and
had made financial arrangements for
private capital, at low interest rate, for
the purchase of the property.

“Four months have elapsed now and
that phase of the water question has
been held in abeyance pending our de-
| velopment, of plans and specifications,
application for sufficient -money to
| build or construct a dam, a resorvoir.
i pipeline and furnishing a new source of
supply.
' “I have maintained from the begin- |
| ning that Little Rock should own their |
| distribution system. Of 52 major cities |
of the United States, with population
| above 150,000, there are only three of |
| these cities who do not own their own
| waterworks.

“The Arkansaw Water Company does
not have a franchise, but operates un-
der an indeterminate permit issued by
the Corporation Commission of the
state. In the acceptance of this permit
the utility agrees to the future purchase
. of their properties by the city at a
proper and fair price based on engi-
| neers’ appraisals.” ‘

But when the mayor went to Wash-
ington last week he learned that PWA
officials want the city to market its
own water if a new source is made
available. Mayor Overman returned to
| Little Rock Saturday and immediately
| called the Council Utilities Committee
| together to consider what to do. It rec-
ommended unanimously that the city
go into the water business if it took
that to get the PWA money. The entire
council will have a chance to act on
this recommendation tonight,

It was estimated that $6,850,000
would be needed to build the .reservoir,
pipeline and distributing system. If this
sum- is provided by the PWA, 45 per
cent will be an outright gift to the
city.

COUNCIL FAVORS
MEETING PWA'S
' REQUIREMENTS

C. of C. for First

Water Project Plan.

Three major developments yesterday;

marked Little Rock’s efforts to secure

an improved water supply through a|

PWA loan and grant. .

1. The City Council by a vote of 17 to| Was “highly desirable.”
1 last :ighty adopted : resolution ap- t, application was mew

proving an amendment to the city’s ori- |

ginal PWA application, so that $3,500,-
000 for comstruction of a distributing

the $3,080,000 tentatively approved.

amendment.

fair legal means. He declared

original plan.

Mayor Reports On
Trip to Washington.

: president in the Y
Mayor Overman told the council thatf O A o 0tk amount th” 080,000
| when he and Attorney John A. Sherrill || allotment was held up on
went to Washington last week, they dis- || the ground that the Arkansaw Water

2. The Board of Governors of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce en-
dorsed the city’s contract with the Ar-
kansaw Water Company, under which
the original PWA application was filed,
and requested PWA Administrator Ickes
to approve the application without the

system will be requested in addition to |

3. .J. F. Loughborough, attorney for ||
the Arkansaw Water Company, appear-
ed before the council to serve notice
that the company will oppose approval
of the amended application by every
the
amendment ‘“unfair” and declared the
company would prefer to stand by the

covered that actual allotment of funds
under the $3,080,000 loan and grant |
approved by President Roosevelt “wa.s]
snagged on more than one desk.” He |
said they were told by PWA officials |
“in no uncertain words” that the only |
hope of saving the original application
was to present an amendment asking

‘a7 ; destroy
the value of the company’s property
and force the company to take legal
steps that would prevent accomplish-
ment of the program for a better
water supply.

Aldermen Dukes, Garrison and Bahil
of North Little Rock attended the Lit- |
tle .Rock Council meeting last night.‘;
They made short talks expressing in- l
terests in Little Rock’s efforts to im- !
prove its water supply with PWA funds.

i
|

Radiogram Sent
To Senator Robinson. i

Following the meeting of the Board
of Governors, Mr. Tucker sent the
telegram to Mr. Ickes, asking that the
city’s original application for a loan
and grant to construct a reservoir and
pipeline be approved. A radiogram was
sent to Senator Joe T. Robinson aboard
the liner President Grant somewhere
in the Pacific ocean en route to the
Philippines, asking that he seek im-i
| mediate approval of the original ap-
| plication.

The Chamber of Commerce appeal to
;’Secretary Ickes declared that approval
The original

Amendment
To Application
!Reaches PWA

P

An amendment to the city’s original
application for a PWA loan and grant
to construct a water reservoir and pipe-
'line was filed Vesterday with fhe PWA
in Washington by Marion L. Crist, en-
gineer representing.the city, asking $3,-
990,000 additional for construction of a
dlstributmg system. e

The city’s origirial application for $3,-
| 500,000 was approved tentatively by the

i

Company would benefit from the loan
and grant through its contract with the
city, Mayor Overman said, following his
return from Washington.

A resolution authorizing the amend-
ment, which was adopted Monday night

 part of its system that may he

| city government will select compete;

| present distribution system.

additional funds to construct a distrib-

uting system and make the project en- |

tirely municipal.

Preliminary plans for a new distrib-
uting - system were taken to Washing-
| ton by Marion L. Crist, engineer of the

there yesterday. His firm has the en-
gineering contract for the proposed
water reservoir and pipeline.

Presenting a resolution for vote of
the council, the mayor said it authoriz-
ed filing the amendment and directed
the mayor to furnish such additional
information as the PWA might require.
Alderman Duttlinger cast the lone vote
against the resolution.

Any other opposition was threshed
out at an executive session of the eoun-
cil, meeting as a Committee of the
Whole in advance of the regular ses-
sion. The resolution was seconded by
Alderman Muswick, chairman of the

Utilities Committee, which approved it |

Saturday, and was voted on without
discussion.

Company’s Lawyer
‘Shocked’ by Proposal.

Mr. Loughborough voiced the only
objections. He said he had no informa-
tion except that obtained through the
newspapers but “to say that I was
shocked when I heard of the proposal
was expressing it mildly.” The company
since June has attempted to co-operate

the water supply, he said, and has act-
ed with the utmost candor.

Before entering into a contract with
the city he said the company took the
precaution to communicate with PWA

the project would be approved without
difficulty.

“If the PWA is going to turn down
the application, I don’t see why they do
not do it without further delay instead
of ‘using a pretext like this,” he said
referring to the demand that the city
build a distributing system.

“The company will protest any such
move. The amendment is not predicated
on a sound basis and I dp not believe
it will go through. The city is trying

to destroy the company’s investment

| here. I believe the best thing to do is
to single shot on the original plan for
, construction of a reservoir and pipe-
line.”

S. R. Brough, superintendent for the
company, was present at the council
session. Following the meeting he said
the company would protest to the PWA,
whenever a hearing is held on the
amended application. In the event it is
approved, he said the company would
resort to the courts.

H. H. Tucker, president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, took the floor at the
invitation of Mayor Overman and read
a telegram to PWA Administrator Har-

ant application,

with the city in its efforts to improve |

| officials and received assurance that |

Burns & McDonnell firm, who arrived |

by the City Council, was forwarded to
the PWA last night. The council dis-
regarded a warning from the water

company that it would resort to legal
| Procedure to block construction of a
| duplicate distributing system.

Mayor Overman said the PWA had
refused to make an allotment for the
Teservoir and pipeline unless the proj-
ect were entirely a municipal venture.
He said the amendment offered the
only hope of saving the original appli-
cation, since the city had failed to
reach an agreement for purchase ' of
the company’s plant here,

S. R. Brough, superintendent for the
company, said the American Water-
works and Electric Company, parent
concern of the utility here, had been
assured by PWA officials that it would
have opportunity to protest the amend-
ment before any action is taken.

Mr. Ickes Back Today.

Congressman D. D. Terry telephoned
PWA officials at Washington yesterday,
Il and was informed that Secretary Har-

old L. Ickes, PWA administrator, would °
not return to Washington until today. |
Mr. Terry is seconding efforts of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce,
whiph telegraphed Mr. Ickes Monday,
asking the original application be ap-
proved without regard to the amend-
ment,.

Under the original application the

{ company . would pay not more than
$100,000 annually for 30 years to retire
PWA bonds floated to pay the cost of
the reservoir and pipeline.
The fact that the amendment was
filed as a separate section of the city’s
application gave rise to the belief in
some quarters that if the joint projects
Wwere approved the city might be re-
strained from constructing the distri- |
buting system but could Proceed with
the reservoir and pipeline under its
contract with the water company.

Considers Good Water to Be
Little Rock’s Greatest Need.
oL 2, \as

Ta the Editor of the Gazette:

It has been my pleasure to be a citi-
- zen of the city of Little Rock since Jan-
|uary, 1934. Prior to coming here I liv-
'ed in Charlotte, N. C., where I moved
 from my home town, Salisbury, N. C.
' My water bills here have beéen from two
| to three times larger than what they
| were in either of those cities. 1 was as-
 tonished by the high cost and deplored
| the bad quality of the Little Rock city
water soon after I came here to live.
This situation bears very heavily on the
people of modest means.

I am not an advocate of the govern-
ment going into private business. But I
do believe that such activities as sanita-
tion, health, police control, fire protec-
tion, education are best carried on pub-

|

ir

}

*?hn

licly. Water should be a public enter-
prise. It should be g nd cheap and

| five PWA divisions, Mr. Crist was

 would be brought to the attention a

can think of nothing that is so ba
needed by our city. The truth of t
seems to be generally realized hy .
people. The Salisbury and Charlotte
(N. C.) water systems have always 1
ed money for those municipalities an
furnished good, cheap water, )
lowering the tax burdens and impr
the public health. T understand such is
generally the case where water systems
are publicly owned and operated.

I do not favor confiscating or des!
ing the value of the property of
Arkansaw Water Company. I feel
it should receive full value for f

a modern plant. I am sure that >
and fair minded appraisers to meet wit!

the Arkansaw Water Company's repre-
sentatives and that they will arrive a
an adequate and equitable value of the

Sir, please enlist me as one who favors
a project whereby our city and people
will be provided an abundant and much
cheaper water supply and good quality
water. :

HopeFor
City’s Water
Project Seen

Geto 24,19 285

Ultimate release of a PWA loan and |
grant for financing construction of the
city’s proposed water reservoir and
pipeline, with or without realization
of the supplemental project for con-
structing a distributing system was fore-
cast last night, following return fr¢ |
Washington of Marion L. Crist, Burns
& McDonnell engineer, Z

Mr. Crist returned by plane and was
met by Chester A. Smith, senior engi-
neer in charge of the Little Rock proj-
ect. After a brief conference, Mr. Smith
said his firm was hopeful that one or
| both projects would be given final ap-
proval by the PWA. Meanwhile engi-
neering work will be continued in prep-
aration of final specifications for the
reservoir and pipeline. L

It was believed that the PWA mlghtj
compensate for delay in making avail- .
able the original $73,000 grant for en-
gineering by adjusting the November 7
date that had been set by the state
office for submitting final plans. Regu-

lations call for award of contract before
December 15.
City’s Application Filed.
Mr. Crist filed the city’s application
for a $3,990,000 loan and grant to con-
struct a distributing system as a sup-.
plement to the original application. This
left the way clear for the PWA to ap-
prove one or both applications. He left
Washington yesterday afternoon after
having been assured that the supple-
mental application embodied informa- !
tion sufficient to meet all preliminary |
requirements. i
Contacting the heads of three of the |
peis

sured that the Little Roek

Secretary Harold L. Ickes immedia 1
ly following his return to Washington. |
Mr. Ickes was expected back in his of- |
fice today. r

Senator Robinson in Appeal.

Mayor Overman and Chamber
Commerce officials were notified
Senator Joe T. Rabinson had '
a personal plea to President R :
by radiogram asking that funds be re
leased for the city’s original project as
approved tentatively by the presidant,
allocating $3,080,000 for the reservoir
and pipeline. Senator Robinson Is
aboard the steamship President Grant
en route to the Philippines.

His message to the president was
in response to a radiogram sent him
Monday by President H. H. Tucker of
the Little Rock Chamber of Commerce
asking that he seek approval for the
city’s original application. The s D
mental application was authorized by
the City Council Monday night, follow-
ing the return of Mayor Overman and
Attorney John A. Sherrill from Wash-
ington. Mayor Overman said the PWA
had demanded that the water project
be made an entirely municipal under-
taking and that the amendment seek-
ing funds for a distributing system of-
fered the only hope of saving the orig-
inal application.

of |
that




s situation.

A Official
re on Water

Lgll?l)lans‘
T. Ricketts Making
1 Inquiry About
plications.

its, special investigat-
ashington office of the |
ved in Little Rock yester-
conducting a personal in-
in connection with

tion for a $3,080,000
water supply and also the
an additional loan
of $3,990,000 for the con-
'a municipal distribution
pete with the Arkan-

secure a new water sup-
the Alum fork of the Sa-
40 miles west of Little
also will seek informa-
to the proposal to ac-
municipal distribution

's second water project
ed last week a!ter%/!ajyor‘
) and John A. Sher-
the city in connec- |
water supply project, |
d by PWA officials in
that the city must ac-
 a distribution system if it is
%ﬂnﬁ gt funds ti;r
ew Sui , which previously
oved by the PWA and
oosevelt.
: p’p&llcation was pre-
to the Washington of-
by M. L. Crist, one
& McDonnell engi-
Kansas City, and is due
consideration this week
L. Ickes, PWA administra-

officials are marking time
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n relative to the fate of
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matter was before the
the revenue the company | water supply.
it with its finances |
and able counsel, was| When an agreement was reached

to the supply system.

ek
Seoleit b9 Descmber equired

"P‘!ﬂi byDumber

by tﬁeﬁ PWA. Their work is being
carried on in anticipation that the
| $3,080,000 loan and grant for the
supply project eventually may be
reieased to the city. . :
 Mayor Overman last night said he
was hopetul that one or both of the
projects may secure early approval,
|in order that constructon can be
| started with the least possible delay.
He called attention to the impor-
tance of the water program to the
city in that it would provide em-
ployment for a large number of per-
sons and benefit business generally,
since a major portion of the money
would go for pay rolls and soon find

the | its way into business channels.

He stressed the necessity for se-
curing a new water supply and
pointed to the fact that nearly all
cities on the Arkansas river have
abandoned the river as a source of
supply for their water systems.

f that another Commenting on the two water
able, and a government
_available, would it ac-
something could be

proposals, Mayor Overman said that
his original plan called for the use
of private capital to purchase the
distribution system of the Arkansaw
Water Company and an_ application
for PWA money to provide the new

Merits Considered.
with the Arkansaw Water Company

without finan to permit it to continue operation
unable to ref:et’e to;‘ of the distribution system by using

water from the proposed new mu-

& proper appraisal | o -owned supply, the PWA
shown gavg‘itsuyapproval to the plan and the

, | application was prepared on that

its decision on the facts | basis. ;
as presented to it. Again It is believed that Mr. Ricketts,

: Tb company is represented by special investigator for the PWA, |

was sent here from Washington to

cond to none in ability, and ; ; 3
3 ’ consider the merits of the two wa

to fight the case in the courts | to; proposals. Reports available last
tter end, hoping no doubt that | night indicate that he has been in-
ys will deprive the city of | formed by several persons that the
tunity of this government | city is not in full accord with the

plan for constructing a second wa-

y 1 | ter = distribution system in Little
:er thz:n;fa;ywﬁu;l;w::es:ﬁ Rock, but there is a_widespread de-

sire on the part of Little Rock eiti-

at a fair price, there should | ;o 1 acquire a new water supply.
| difficulty in getting together | " Under tge agreement between the
al being consummated. There | city and the water company, the
1€ appraisers, nationally | water company would pay the city
competent and honorable that | about $100,000 a year for the right
ointly employed by the com-  to distribute water from the new
the city and a value fixed supply, the payment tc be sufficient

to permit the city to retire its loan

high time for our people to rise  j.om federa] authorities. Under the

 man and offer the mayor contract the city reserves the right
support, and let the water to take steps to acquire the water
 once for all that while | Hme.

‘accomplish its desires in this E . F

-, through legal delays, the J© A QyMItNerY I Oor

and operate its own plant

distribution system at any VAtime.

et et o DW A T alks

e no de ith
buy at the lowest price pos-

To Geologist

Qe %o,

e 6

A description of the geological struc-
ture at the site of the proposed dam on
Alum Fork of Saline river, where the
city proposes to construct a reservoir,
was described as “satisfactory” yester-
day by A. T. Ricketts, engineering ex-
aminer for the PWA, follewing a con-
ference with Dr, George C. Branner,
state geologist.

Mr. Ricketts said that he would in-
spect the pumping station, treatment
plant and other properties o fthe Ar-
kansaw Water Company today. He also
will confer with H, H. Tucker, presi-
dent of the Little Rock Chamber of

Commerce, before returning to Wash-
ington tonight or tomorrow.

So far his findings in the investiga-' approval also is needed, is awaiting a

tion of the city’s proposal to construct
a water reservoir and pipeline with a
$3,080,000 PWA loan and grant have
been entirely favorable. His visit to
Little Rock followed a demand from the
PWA that the water improvement proj-
ect be made an entirely municipal ven-
ture, which caused the city to file a
supplemental application for a $3,990,-
000 loan and grant to construect a dis-
tributing system in competition with the
Arkansaw Water Company.

Mr. Ricketts investigations’ so far are b

believed to have disclosed a general ap-
proval of the original application, un-
der which the company agreed to retire
the cost of the project over a 30-year
period and allow the city to retain title

7 Time 0;1]'
Water Supply
Data Asked

fed ) /93 s

Mayor Overman said yesterday a re-
quest had been forwarded to the PWA
asking that the city be given an exten-

sion of time beyond the r 1

| impossible to prepare specifications for
the dam and reservoir by that date,
because an initial allotment of $73,000
for engineering work has been with-
| held. ]

investigation as to the feasibility of the |
project.

m company’s attorneys filed f
~ The ¢« s eys 3
protest Friday to the city’s amended ap- )
plication for funds to construet a com- 2 water reservoir and distribution sys-
peting distributing system, but Mayor tem had been turned down or frowned
‘Early decision on the project is ex- Overman advised officials yesterday upon.
pected following the return to Wash- that “the water company’s protest to ~Col. H. B. Hackett, assistant PWA
ington today of A. T. Ricketts, who was | our supplemental application was re- administrator, said he had told Mayor
sent here by the PWA to conduct an | ceived unfavorably by PWA officials.”

P
i

d be given consideration

‘day Little Rock (Ark.) city officials
had not been advised its application for

Overman of Little Rock the PWA would
Believes Loan Possible. continue the reservoir distribution sys-
Mr. Sherrill expressed the belief yes- | tem application but that it was not

Chester A. Smith, senior engineer for
Burns & McDonnell, in charge of the
project, returned yesterday from Kan-
sas City, Mo., and Denver, Col. At the
latter city he visited the engineering
officc of the Reclamation Service of
the Department of the Interior and in-
spected plans for earth dam construc-
tion, similar to the dam proposed on |
the Alum Fork of Saline river. Mr.
Smith said data he gathered would
prove valuable in designing the Alum
Fork dam. i

CITY WILL MAKE

terday that if a purchase price can be
agreed on by the city and water co

rvwe;! by the city from the PWA at four

known whether it would be finally ap-
m- Proved. He said the mayor asked him,
“how about our auditorium and sewer
projects?”

cent interest. Purchase of the  Colonel Hackett said he told him they

the necessary money can be bor-

by the city also would clear would be considered on their merits
ggﬁyzorwa . agproval of the $3,- 2nd he added he had no further word
280,000 lost t for the reser- from May. ! Qverman since that con-

voir and pipeline.

be retired and a surplus accumulated on
the basis of present water rates, he said.

Crist, of Burns and McDonnell, en-
gineers in charge of the water projects,

versation.
The total indebtedness incurred could

a1

Chester A. Smith and Marion L.

NEW OFFER FOR goshomrrimmcems

~ WATERSYSTEM

3
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Dévelopments Prove

Encouraging.

The city of Little Rock will submit
a formal offer of $3,000,000 to the Ar-
|| kansaw Water Company for its plant
and distribution system here immediate- |
ly after the return of Mayor Overman
and J. F. Loughborough, company at-
4 torney, from Washington, John A. Sher-
{rill, attorney for the city, announced
yesterday.

\ nt that the city would
resume negotiations for purchase of the
property was made following announce- |
ments from Washington yesterday that |
the PWA: |

1—Had rejected the city’s original ap- |
plication for a $3,080,000 loan and grant
for a water reservoir and pipeline, be- |
cause the eity proposed to lease it to a \
private company. |
——2—Had agreed to consider the city’s
amended application for a loan and
grant of $3.990,000 to construct a mu- |
nicipally-owned distributing system in
conjunction with the reservoir and pipe-
line making the total cost $7,070,000.

It was reported the company had de-
clined to consider a tentative offer of
$8,000,000 several weeks ago but Mr.
Sherrill expressed the hope that future
negotiations might be more successful
because of failure of the PWA to ap-
prove the proposed water supply im-
provement. : E :

Two Units Approve Plan.

Mayor Overman advised Mr., Sherrill
in a telegram from Washington late yes-
terday that the joint $7,070,000 project
had been approved by the Legal and
Engineering Divisions of the PWA. Ac-
tion of the. Finance Division, whose

| report from the state PWA office, his
telegram said. Mayor Overman said
. he ‘would remain in Washington until
| tomorrow to confer with Secretary Ickes.
~ Mr. Sherrill pointed out that if the
joint application is approved the city
could build a new distributing system
cheaper than the existing system might
be purchased, because a grant of $1.- |
795,500 would reduce. the actual cost to |

Lo

Little Rock holdings for $4,367,079 plus
$634,625 for its North Little Rock prop-
erties. The price was termed excessive
by Mayor Overman and purchase nego-
tiations were dropped in favor of an
agreement intended to secure an im-
proved water supply. Under the terms
of a contract signed by representatives
‘of the city and the company, the latter
agreed to pay not more than $100,000
annually to retire the cost of the pro-
posed $3,080,000 reservoir and pipeline, |
over a period of 30 years. ;

. The company was to receive: 2,900,-
000,000 gallons of water annually dur-
ing the contract period but title to the
project was to remain in the city, which
also retained its right to purchase the
‘company’s properties at any time.

. . . Proposal Rejected. : ‘
~ The PWA rejected the proposal yes-

s mm%g that PWA rules forbid

funds to a municipality

' Sherrill, that they would file final spec-
ifications for the 36-mile pipeline with
the state PWA office tomorrow.

Tomorro wis the last day for filing

specifications for “a substantial part of
the project” under a recent extension
of time granted by Colonel Hackett.
However, Mayor Overman advised Mr.
Sherrill

that additional time to com-

plete engineering work on the project
was assured.

Mr. Smith expressed gratification over

the prompt approval of the joint $7,-
070,000 project by the Engineering Di-
vision of the PWA. He said all requests

|of the PWA for engineering informa-

tion had been met promptly and Mr,
Crist on a recent visit to Washington
was assured by engineering officials
that the co-operation had facilitated
handling the application by that di-
vision.

Mayor Overman Is expected to return
here Wednesday while Mr. Loughbor-
ough, who represented the water com-
pany in Washington, is scheduled to r’-
turn today, |

mgm TILL WE J!‘! A
¢ - .

Difficulties continue to delay prog-
ress on the plan to provide Little
Rock with a satisfactory water supply.
But Mayor Overman declares that he
has not lost hope. He may be sure
that the public is squarely behind
him. The people of Little Rock are
determined to get a new and better
supply.

Difficulties were to be expected be-
‘eause the amount of money involved
8 so large and because the interests
of a privately owned utility are con-
eerned. We must hold unswervingly
to our purpose until these difficulties
are overcome. Fort Smith refused to
be discouraged as one obstacle after
another was encountered. We must
show a like spirit.

The question of a source of supply
has apparently been seftled. We know
where we can get the water we want,
good, soft, pure water in sufficient
quantity. The only questions remain-
ing are to raise the money for build-
ing the collecting reservoir and pipe |
line, and to work out an agreement
with the present owners of the dis-
tributing system,

To get a water supply that would
satisfy the community and be ade-
quate to serve Little Rock’s industrial
needs and development would be
worth financing in the ordinary way,
by the sale of bonds, It is worth our |
utmost efforts to obtain the money |
on the favorable ferms which PWA
financing would make possible.

. Wast Vov. 22 (P)—Public
‘Works Administration officials said to-.




IN CRITIGISM OF
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| ’ pany at an annual rate which would
' be sufficient to pay our interest and
l :principal charges on the project, with
l
|
I

Calls Conf erence f Or “Those of us that were fully informed

| Tuesday.

'

Declaring “it would seem that the| until the construction could be - com-
city is being penalized for its loyalty to pleted and the water started flowing |

the Democratic party,” Mayor Overman
yesterday called a meeting for 3 p. m.

city’s efforts to secure a new water
supply.

Members of the City Planning Com-
mission, the Water Committee of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce, the
Utilities Committee of the City Council
and the Civic Projects Authority will
be invited to attend the meeting, which

will be held in the mayor’s office.

The meeting will ‘be asked to address
resolutions and telegrams to President
Roosevelt, Senator Robinson and Sec-
* retary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes,
PWA administrator, protesting against

“imaginary technicalities” which threat- |

en defeat for the city’s proposal to im-
prove its water supply. Because of the
little time remaining in which the city
| can comply with PWA requirements,
Mayor Overman sald the meeting would
consider other steps to guard the city
against losing the $3,080,000 allotment
already approved by President Roose-
velt.

He said he would talk with E. H.
Foley, chief of the PWA Finance Divi-
sion at Washington, to determine finally
the outlook for the city’s amended ap-
plication for $3,080,000 to obtain a new
water supply and $3,990,000 for con-
structing a competing distributing sys-
tem, a total of $7.070,000. The amended
application already has the approval of
the Legal and Engineering Divisions
and is awaiting action by the PWA
finance office.

of the Arkansaw Water Company at
which the city was to offer $3,000,000
for the company’s properties here was
postponed indefinitely pending Tues-
day’s conference.

Engineers of Burns & McDonnell this
week will complete technical work on
the proposed $1,750,000 pipeline to con-
nect the eity with the reservoir pro-
posed on Alum Fork of Saline river and
Mayor Overman pointed out the city

will be. wred to go ahead with the
‘project wﬁ . either PWA or private

‘Minds.  Further engingering work.®lll| that one of our dreams for better |
_necessitate experisive borings at the| water had been made possible.

coposed dam site andiis experted to |
await = development of5 a definite |
program. x i

‘Mayor’s Review Of
Negotiations With PWA. !

-

Reviewing the city’s efforts to im-
prove the water supply, Mayor Overman
said yesterday:

| “It was in February of this year that
the federal government called for an

inventory of worthwhile projects by

cities and states over the entire nation
as contemplated under the Emergency
Relief Appropriation -Act of $4,800,-
000,000.

“In response to this call for an in-
ventory of worthwhile projects the city
of Little Rock compiled a list of proj-
ects 'aggregating approximately $10,-
000,000 and filed them with the agency.
Making up this list of projects included
first, the new water supply for the city
of Little Rock at a cost of $3,500,000;
second, a complete intercepting sewer
system at a cost of $1,500,000 and 14
other meritorious projects.

“The public is thoroughly familiar
with the unsatisfactory water condi-
tions of the city, both as to quality of
water and as to the rate paid. They
are also familiar with the campaign
which was carried on with a view to
work out a satisfactory adjustment of
our water problem with the water com-

pany, which has been unsuccessful up
to this time. :

“We had every reason to expect and
| pledge our faith upon the federal gov=~
| ernment’s indicated desire to assist us
_in the matter of working out our water

problem.

“In strict compliance with the federal
regulations there was filed in the local
PWA office our application for loan
and grant $3,500,000 with which to
acquire land and right-of-way and to
 construct dam, reservoir and 40 miles
|.of pipeline bringing to the city water
| from a clear, sparkling mountain steam

MAAVAD AUCDRARN | Contract With Company
MAYBR BVERMAN Deemed Expedient. :

Tuesday to discuss the status of the Act 324 of the Acts of 1935.

“It seemed expedient, because of the |
time element, that the city make a con- |
tract with the water company whereby
| the city would make application for
loan and grant to complete the neces-
sary new source of supply, the city
wholesaling the water to the water com-

certain other concessions favorable to
the city, especially the payment to the
| city of 3 1-2 cents per thousand gallons

{ for all water delivered in excess of
2,500,000,000 gallons.

as to the context of the g; 2ement con-
sidered it a good cont: A for the city
of Little Rock and, at least, was the
best we could get within the limited
time which we had to work. I felt,
however, that the contract was merely
a temporary workout to tide us over

in the new line, when we should take
up the matter of the purchase of the
distribution system as provided under

“In further compliance with federal
regulations, at much expense for engin-
eering, legal and financial data we
filed with the PWA our application
| for loan and grant for the estimated
sum of 3 1-2 million dollars to con-
struct and furnish the city with a|
new source of supply, as described |
above and it is to be noted that we
filed with this application a copy of
the contract drawn up between the

'Many at Stake.

B - Offers

loyment For | C. L. Thompson,

‘ber of Commerce, offéred a resolution
“It grleves me exceedingly when I|aifirming support of the:i g,ggyo?’il gm..
realize winter is coming on and we|gram, which was seconde er-
have so many unemployed able bodied man George Muswick, chairman of the
| City Council Utilities Committee, and
men in the city of Little Rock, Pulaski, | adopted Without opposition.
Saline and Perry counties, that would: whe resolution said: .‘Wher?aséi we.
be affected by the construction of this as representatives of civic organizations,
new -source, reservoir, dam and pipeline | are steadfast in the determination that
t 5 wage scale 86t oub in our ap- | e oity of Littls Reck should have &
B N W %0 new water supply, we ask that you eon-
plication as prevailing wage. In cases |yinue efforts toward that end, ‘taking,
of machine operators and sﬁgle& r;x;- whatever steps that may be necessary,
chanics then the wage  wou e[ : 1 action to acquire the
union wage scale for semi-skilled labor gé?i%ﬁ%ngleg;stem of the Arkansaw
WORM NN BS Sants 40 15 SOy pertho;x; | Water Company, if such course is rec-
and for commonvlwbor 30 cents to ommended as a means of obtaming &
cef?,mts pein’f’f‘;:c +' would aid greatly to |T60eTal loan and grant;;or constructing
: 4 su| S m.”
our local prosperity which would mean T wart.er mp lilty Cin!erence.
much for our merchants and our pro- | Attending the meeting were:
fessional men. Furthermore I had in Chairman Thompson, M. Z. Bair, Dr.
mind that of the total amount applied George C. Branner and Thomas S.
Wy the Bl of Lisle Ro;l;vazpp rgg;; Buzbee, of the Water Supply Commit-
mating $7,000,000 from , > v 'of Cominerce:
there would be enough of this allotted | ¢ °% - is‘f{‘;ﬁmc‘fai el g o O
directly to our city to enable us to i)r. W = Lal’nb, Mrs. J. F. Lough-
carry on certain 1i)le_rmanent iznstruc- box:ougfn a'n 4 Louis Tarlowski of the
tion work at prevailing wages assure Cit - Coitaisskon:
times next y Planning Co! §
R e here SE ! Aldermen Muswick, chairman; George

year. Wherry and C. B. Erwin of the City
“It is to be remembered that of the Council Utilities Committee.

first Public Works program of $3,003.- S A B Dlelett of
000,000 that there has been no allot- | C- A. Franke ap < b
i 3 the Civic Projects Authority.
e S e O e D. Hodson Lewis, manager of the
Rock from the first program and up Cha.mber of Commer,ce.
to this time we have no direct allot- | WM. Mitchell, W. T. Sitlington, carl
ment to the city in the second program. - M. , W. - ik
i Jaggers, assistant city attorney,

R e it T Mari n L. Crist, engineer for Burns &
e e it o T a;)mnnelel in cimrge of the water sup-
loyalty to the Democratic party. McDo A

city and the water company together
with copies of the several ordinances
and resolutions, authorizing the request
for loan and grant as prescribed by
federal regulations. In order to get
under the wire, or the zero hour for
filing, this work had to be done not
only days and nights, but included
Sundays and holidays and official fil-
ing was made September 6.

Approved by Staff
In Washington.

“After sufficient time was required by
the local PWA office these documents
were forwarded to Washington and I
learned while in Washington that this
| project was approved by the staff of
the local PWA organization as regards
finance, engineering and legal require-
ments.

“During the iterim between the filing
of this application and the notice of
approval, in our anxiety, we solicited
and received the fullest support and

PROMISES STEPS

i t.

“It is to be hoped that the PWA DIy projec 3 i
authorities in Washington realize that Mayort, Ovirmzn ;m;in gio;ﬁs c:lgge
our applications have been thoroughly the meeting to repo o 3
studied by an impartial board as well toward provxdmgw ?& neg‘tections . re-'
as all civic organizations and that we He ‘descnbed P obj g
are united in our demand for assistance leasing the $3,080,000 water supply @ »
in this, our most meritorous project.” Jotment as “silly,” and expressed belie

that the money might yet be obtained -

 if sufficient political pressure could
to bear.
behgrmugl;l\:zbee pointed out that the
money for the PWA program is being
spent according to regulations rather
than actual laws, and suggested that &
direct appeal to President Roosevelt

position to waive conflicting regulatiqns
if the Little Rock_ situation justified

such action. . 3
Engineer’s ‘Farewell’ Talk.
Mr. Crist in a “farewell speech” said
the Alum Fork water supply project

1was adequate for, the city’s needs.

7 2 - Final specifications for the pipeline

v/

Tlas
ey here and the field survey for the pro-

Water Supply Committee of the Cham- |

might be effective since he would be in |

A proposed conference with officials |

/

assistance of all local organized civic

| bodies, more particularly the Chamber Mayor Ul’gﬁd tO Pl’ 0'
of Commerce, also the personal assist-
ance and solicitation of Senator Joseph

T. Robinson, who wired Secretary Ceed.
yIckes and also President Roosevelt. On
September 30 we were notified by the
Public Works Administration that our
application for loan and grant to con-
struct a new source of supply, having | Following a meeting of representa-
been given the title Docket Arkansas |tives of civic agencies yesterday, at
1106, had been approved for $3,080,000. | which he was urged to continue efforts

Senator Robinson was notified by the
president of this approval. This ap- m AR 8 S DRt
proval was later confirmed by the local | €it¥, Mayor Overman announced that

PWA office. It appeared at this time {legal steps would be taken today that
! should assure the PWA of the city’s
cdetermination to purchase the distribut-

“On the strength of the notification,

i

ATt

Council Will Meet
Today.

With Mayor Overman absent from
the city for a week word came from
Washington last night that Col. H. B.
Hackett, assistant PWA administrator,
had revoked Little Rock’s $3,080,000
water allotment and rejected the sup-
plementary application for $6,000,000.

However, hope for the project re-
mained alive. John A. Sherill, attorney
for the city, said he bhelieves Senator
Joe T. Robinson can obtain re-approval
of a project. The senator is expected
home from his Oriental tour in two or
three weeks.

Mayor Overman left early yesterday
by air for Los Angeles to visit his son,
Richard E. Overman Jr. No acting
mayor has been designated. Alderman
Henry G. Leiser, senior member of the
City Council, said last night that he
would confer individually with the other
members with a view toward arranging
| 'a special meeting today to elect an act-

ing mayor. He said Mayor Overman
'i had asked him to do this.

! Puzzled by Action. a

| Mr. Sherrill said he could not under-
stand what prompted the PWA action.
The matter supposedly was in abeyance,
pending a conference of city officials
y and Arkansaw Water Company repre-
|| sentatives on a proposal to purchase the
company’s local system. The conference,
|| originally scheduled for today, has been
|| postponed until Saturday.

l Mr. Sherrill said PWA officials had

=) have been filed with the PWA office assured the city the allotment would be

available if negotiations for purchase

posed dam has been completed in such of the distributing system were com-

| shape that engineering work can be ‘
resumed on short notice, Mr. Crist said.

A contract could be awarded within
three weeks and 1,000 men employed, he
said.

Following the meeting Mr. Crist left

| for Kansas City. Other members of

his engineering party which at one
time numbered nearly 40 left Monday.
They will not resume work on the
project until money is forthcoming
from the PWA or other sources. 3
Mayor Overman warned that options
on property at the reservoir site will
expire in January and ngrua.ry. He
indicated money from private sources
could be secured at four per cent in-

pleted before December 15.
According to the Washington report,
| the money rescinfied will be re-allotted
to the sewer projects in Little Rock
i and North Little Rock, which were ap-
. proved tentatively several days ago.
| Bids for sections of both prejects will
l be opened December 12,
E The first Little Rock bids will be for
a section to cost about $6,500, although
1 the allotment for the entire project will
| be $1,654,000, The North Little Rock

| allotment will be $300,000 and the sec-"

| tion on which bids have been asked
| will cost about $25,000, - -

IDel‘inite Rejection of Water
|

both to the city and to the engineers, ing system of the Arkansaw Water

work was commenced on the survey of
| pipe line and the. location of the dam |
| and it was necessary to work day and.
night making the survey in the day
time and the drawings at night as we
were working against a fixed maturity
date of November 7 for completion of |
the plans and specifications and De-
| cember 15 for the award of the con-
| tracts.

| “Owing to the limited time allowed |
| the city it was necessary to put a |
| large crew of engineers in the ﬁeld.‘
Some 40 men were employed. They |
have completed the survey on the pipe ‘
line and filed the plans and specifica-
tions end are in position to award the
confracts on the date set by the presi-
dent. It is to be regretted that the
engineers were put to extraordinary
expense to comply with the time re-
quirements of the PWA.

Learns of Objections
While in Washington.

“On October 16 I was in Washing-
ton with Mr. John Sherrill, attorney,
and we were notified, by the assistant
administrator and his examining board, |
that they would recommend the re-|
cession of the original approval of the
loan and grant on the ground that the
contract as drawn between the city and
the water company had the effect of
inuring to the benefit of a private

Company.

Three courses appeared to be avail-
able through which the city might pro-
ceed. They are:

Agreement between the city and the |
company for immediate purchase of the
latter’s property. |

An appeal to the state Department
of Public Utilities to fix “a fair value”
for the property.

A special election to authorize con-
demnation proceedings in the courts.
To Make Decision Today.

Mayor Overman and John Sherrill,
attorney for the city on the project,
are known to favor condemnation pro-
ceedings, but the mayor declined to say
what action was planned today. He !
said he planned to confer today with
Mr. Sherrill to determine the city’s

course.

When the city has committed itself
to purchase the property, he said he

| would ask the PWA to outline any other

requirements that must be met to ob-
tain the $3,080,000 allotment approved
by President Roosevelt for construction
of a water reservoir and pipeline.
Acquisition of the distributing system
would remove a major objection of the
PWA, which has taken the position
that the company, if permitted to dis-
tribute water from the new source of |
supply, would receive the chief benefit

utility and we were further told that
the only way we could keep our appli-
cation under consideration would be to |
| file a supplemental application asking
for loan and grant sufficient to con-
struct a complete new distribution sys-
| tem for the city of Little Rock and
this was done.

“I'm advised that our supplemental
application has meet with the complete
approval of the Legal and Engineering
Divisions in Washington and that we

from the lqap and grant.

terest if the PWA program should fail.
- '
: T g
7o T\gg LINE” OF OUR | washington, Dec. 1 (#).—Col. Horatio
.QWWRT SUPPLY PROJECT. B. Hackett, assistant PWA administrator,

! said tonight a $3,080,000 allotment to
- Shallenging Min of Mie SRS W Little Rock, Ark., for a new water
come out on the battle line of human , 1y project had been revoked and

“necessity,” President Roosevelt told in | the money would be re-alloted to other
his Atlanta speech of the work relief Arkansas projects.

At the same time, he disclosed re-
provided for the unemployed and of jection of a second Little Rock appli-

public projects that have been con- cation—for $6,000,000—which wouéd

structed. Among the projects specifi- have included the $3,080,000 water

“« | supply project and also construction of

cally  mentioned were “sewers and | a distribution system or purchase of the
“sewage disposal plants and water- Arkansaw Water Company’s.

“works.” The money rescinded, he said, would

We wish Mr. Roosevelt could be Pe re-alloted to sewer projects in Lit-

| tle Rock and North Little Rock.
taken “out on the lne” of Little | " colonel Hackett said PWA’s decision

Rock’s water supply project. He could | to rescind the initial allotment and

easil peop . | reject the later application, was .due
. eyl iy e s [ to the length of time needed for Little
sire a new supply to replace the pres- | p,.x 5 acquire the distribution sys-

ent one from fhe Arkansas river. He | tem. 3
could be shown that Little Rock has| He said the city water company
1 d oir site which li it- | could not agree on a price and that
ound a reservoir site which lles wall- i ., demnation seemed - necessary.” It
ing to be made the source of all the || was obvious, he said, that court pro-
good water Little Rock could need, | ceedings could not be concluded in
4nd waiting slio. to furnish, slong December 15, thé contract deadline for
with the pipe line, thousands of man- | pwaA projects. y
hours on construction work, if only

the city can get the necessary PWA

funds.

Application Announced.

|| time for contracts to be awarded by .

345
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Washington, Dec. 17 °
Works Administration official
day an application by the
‘tle Rock, Ark., for a loan a
$7,000,000 to construct a w
system had been taken un
eration again, after having
rejected.
| They declined to explain,

The PWA said Mayor C
Little Rock had been told
B. Hackett, assistant admin!
consideration would be given
ect to build a reservoir
tribution system. They pro
nite “word” as to the pro
few days.

Little Rock applied for a |
000,000 to construct the res

{ amended the application to
distribution . Since
served by the Arkansaw V
pany, officials representing
cern

protested. :
Sewer Project in No D
Hackett was quoted later g
another Little Rock PWA alle
a sewer project would
unless some action was ta
spokesman, when infor

was awarded last we

. section of the sewer DX

“tn that case it won’t be cang

D

Has Water

Supp

Jrol

ly Rlan

{

While a committee representing
civic and business leaders was pledging
continued support to Mayor Overman
yesterday, City Attorney Ed I. Mo~
Kinley Jr.,, in a letter made public
by the mayor, outlined a program
whereby the city might proceed imme-
diately to purchase the distributing

‘| system of the Arkansaw Water Com-

pany and utilize a new water source.

'Mr. McKinley referring to a decision
rendered December 2 by the Arkansas
Supreme Court, upholding the right of
Paragould to construct a municipal
power plant, suggested that Little Rock
use a latent credit of 8 5-6 mills (ap-
proximately $353,000 annually) to
guarantee a bond issue to provide
funds: (1) To acquire the properties of
the Arkansaw Water Company through
condemnation proceedings or to build
a new distribution system, and (2) to
construct a reservoir and pipeline,
preferably the Alum Fork project
which engineering surveys have found
feasible and economically sound.

10 Mills Authorized.

Mr. McKinley pointed out that un-
der Amendment 13 the city may levy
as high as 10 mills for construction,
purchase and extension of waterworks

'“We are pushing all proje
ing to get them under wa,
“put if a contract has been .
Little Rock sewer project,
it won’t be rescinded. Col
ett probably had not hear ‘_
tract had been let.”
- En route to the Policema;
night, Mayor Overman s
enough to attribute reinst:
the Little Rock water projec
tor Joe T. Robinson.

“I believe reinstatement of
ject was due to Senator Rob D
fluence and I want to expres:
| the appreciation of the ci
| citizens.” the mayor said.

He revealed that the send
ably will be asked to attend a
with business men to discuss |
sibility of PWA approval for
supply project.

The Special Sewer Com
meet at 10 a. m. tomorrow to
| PWA’s bond purchase agree
| the approved $1,654,000 sewer
ment project, and a special
the City Council will be held
m. for final action on the pr

L
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Water PI'O]eCt
At Standstill

&8 - \QqH

- § Wlll Postpone Action

 Pending Return of
Sen. Robinson.

&
. Developments in connection with |
. the city’s water program are not‘
expected until United States Senaq
tor Joe T. Robinson returns to Lit-
tle Rock, it was indicated yester-
da;

o ]{}Iayor R. E. Overman said the
.matter was being held in abeyance
‘until a conference can be had with
Senator Robinson. He will be ask-
‘ed to recommend to Washington au
thorities that the PWA remstate
Little Rock’s application for a $3,-
080,000 loan and grant for a new
water supply on the condition the
city will take steps to acquire a dxs-
tribution system.

The city’s water supply pro:ect
was rejected after the W. re-
versed its position on the applica-
‘tion. The original application con-
ta d a contract betweeun the city|

the Arkansaw Water Company!
‘under which contract the water
‘company would purchase wate
from the new supply and repay the
"PWA loan to the city to provide the|
municipal | supply. The contract,
PWA officials said, keeps the city’s
.project from being a “truly munici-
“pal one” and the application was re-
.jec

I

thetﬂe;shopethataﬁpermtmnt

and light plants, At present the ecity
is levying 1 1-6 mills.

Revenue from operation of the water
system probably would make collection
of the tax unnecessary, Mr. McKinley
said, but the tax guarantee would

. | cause the bonds to find a ready market
| at low interest rates.

If steps to acquire the distributing
system and a new supply are taken
immediately, the ‘eity attorney )said,

facilities for a new water supply, the
cost of which was to be retired by
sale of water to the Arkansaw Water
Company. A supplemental application
asking for $3,990,000 to construct a
competing distributing system also was
denied.
Interprets Court Ruling.

Reviewing the Supreme Court de-
cision in the Paragould case, Mr. Me-
‘Kinley said: 3

“Qur court has held that the consti-
tution reserves to the people of a
municipality control over the utilities.
This control may be exercised ef-
fectively in any city of the first or
second . class by the express desire of
the people to build, purchase and op-

erate a utility system Thx.s may even
be done where other utilities are in the
field.

“I am calling this to your attention
at- this time as it appears that the
interests who have opposed you in se-

‘ curing for Little Rock a better water.

| supply have gained a victory. It oc-
curs to me that this need only be a
temporary victory if you lay your plans
for a- fight to the finish with those
who stand in the way of securing for
Little Rock a better water supply by
now taking advantage of the only
course which is left open to you.

“I .am informed by the city clerk |

that the city is levying only 1 1-6 mills |
of the allowed tax rate under the so-
called Amendment 13. F¥For the pur-
pose of construction, purchase or ex-
tension of waterworks and light plants
the city may levy as high as 10 mills.
Estimates Encouraging.

“I would suggest, therefore, that you
consult our -accountants, Chase &
Gaunt, and have them check the rev-
enue that might be derived therefrom.
Rough calculations indicated that it
would be more than sufficient to con-
struct the dam and reservoir as orig-
inally planned by you and in addition
build a new system or purchase the
existing one at a fair price, which
would be arrived at by condemnation |
proceedings.

“The decision in the Paragould case
removes all obstacles and it is no
longer necessary for the city to at-

tempt to deal in a compromising man- |

ner with the water company if they
do not desire to meet the proper and
equitable demands of the city.

“The people of Little Rock are de-
pending on this administration to give
actual relief on the water question and
it appears to me that this decision of
the Supreme Court paves the way for

jyou to bring this objective which

means so much to the health of the
| people of Little Rock, and for which you
have fought so hard, to a successful
_conclusion notwithstanding the efforts
of those who have selfish int,ereat\s to

et

lnyor Overman said the city at-
torney’s proposal would receive care-
ful consideration. He told the special
committee which called on him yester- |
day, that no developments of the water
supply program are expected before the
return of Senator Joe T. Robinson next |
week.

The committee was composed of
former Gov. George W. Donaghey, C.

It was selected at a meeting of busi-
ness and civic leaders at Mr. Don-
aghey’s office Wednesday night. Its
members delivered a resolution adopted
at the meeting pledging continued sup-
port and confidence in the mayor's
program,

Mayor Overman has said that if
Senator Robinson is unable to secure
reinstatement of the city’s PWA ap-
plication, the city and water company
will try to work out a plan for obtain-
ing a new water supply with private
financing.

City Renews
Move to Buy
Out Company

Deoe 23

|

Following return of Mayor Overman
and John A. Sherrill, project attorney, |
from Washington yesterday, negotia-
tions were reopened with the Arkansaw
Water Company for purchase of its
preperties by the city with a part of
the $7,074,500 loan and grant approved
Saturday by the PWA for a new water
supply and distributing system. .

J. F. Loughborough, attorney for the
company, said George W. Biggs, chief
engineer, and Lorenzo Semple, assist-
ant. to the vice president of the Ameri-
can Waterworks and Electric Com-
pany, parent concern, will arrive here
Thursday to discuss proposed sale of
the Arkansaw Water Company’s prop-
erties.

Under the city’s agreement with the
PWA, a part of the loan and grant
made from the revolving fund set up
under Title 2 of the National Recovery
Act, ‘can be used by the city for pur-
chase of the company’s properties or
for comstructing a competing ‘system,
estimated to cost . $3,990,000.

-Mayor Ovemgg said last night that
no action will taken toward realiza-

E. Faulhaber and Dr. Robert Caldwell.

project was
timely d!orts in our behalf' have re-
sulted in the present work-out with the
-officials of PWA in Washington.
“Alexander Allaire, state PWA en-
gineer, and his staff are due much
credit for exhaustive research and care-
ful presentation of the project, which
was an important factor influencing
favorable action by the natiomal office.
- “The city administration is keenly ap-
‘preciative of the approval and whole-
hearted support given us in our attempt
to secure for our citizenship a new
source of water supply. |
“It is urgently requested that we con- f
tinue to have the full support of our
citizens and that we continue to have
their confidence in this most meritor-
ious project since it will require time to
work out the details, but we assure you
that we will work rapidly so that final
completion may be expedited all pos-
m‘"

NOTHING COULD MEAN MORE

7-2 w'I‘QBSLITI‘LE ROCK.

The approval of Liftle Rock’s water
supply application by the Public
Works Administration means not only
that $7,074,000 will be made available
to build the Alum Fork reservoir and
connecting pipe line and acquire a dis-

 tributing system, but that 30 per cent
1 of the labor and material bill for
| construction will be an outright grant
from the government. The public cer-
tainly has reason to congratulate
itself as well as Mayor Overman on
the outcome of his untiring efforts to
put this undertaking through.

The new water supply project has
'had the approval and support of the
'whole community. The people were 5o
| determined to have satisfactory water

that if they could not get this gov-
ernment assistance they were pre-.
'pared to see what could be done by
private financing.

It may fairly be said of this project
that it fulfills the demands of the
government’s program. The construc-
tion will provide work for a large
number of unemployed men over a
long period. And there could be no
public improvement more vitally need-
ed and of more enduring benefit.

tion of a municipally-owned distribut-
ing system or construction of a new
water supply pending outcome of |
Thursday’s ' conference. The .water
project agreement must be ratified by |
the City Council in much the same
manner as was the PWA bond purchase
agreement for the $1,640,000 sewer

project.
Mayor Over said he was assured
by the PWA at approval of the

~water program will not interfere with
the sewer project.
“Wonderful Opportunity.”

“A  wonderful opportunity for the
city to own a complete water system
including the distribution property and
a new source of supply is made pos-
sible by the federal government’s offer
of a loan and grant of $7,074,500 from
the revolving fund set up under Title
2 of the National Recovery Act,” Mayor
Overman said. -

“This provides for a loan and grant
on the 30-70 plan, the grant amounting
to $1,939,500, the sum applicable for
labor and materials required in the
construction of the entire project.

“The PWA has allotted us $,7,074,-
000 for the acquisition of a distribu-
tion system and a new source of sup-
ply. If we can acquire the distribu-
tion system from the water company
and construct a new source of supply
within that figure, that will be done.

“Our engineers advise us that we can
construct a new distribution system
and a new source of supply within that
figure and, if necessary, that will be
done.

“I want our citizens to know that we
were most graciously received by Col-
onel Hackett [assistant PWA adminis-
trator] and his advisory board, Messrs.
Foley, Kades,- Thoron and Bulger. These
gentlemen, representing the legal, fi-
nancial and engineering divisions, evi-
| denced a very keen interest in the Lit-
| tle. Rock situation and gave us every
|| assurance that the PWA was behind us
in our effort to acquire a new source of
' supply, including a complete distribu-

} tion system for the citv of Little Rock.
|

PWA AGREES T0
PROVIDE WATER
 PROJECT MONEY

$7,074,500 in Loan
and Grant.

P ~d
{)w gy ¥ 39

A Christmas gift to Little Rock in
the form of PWA approval for a loan
and grant of $7,074,500 to enable the
city to construct a new water supply
and acquire a distributing system was
announced yesterday by Senator Joe
T. Robinsonl after he was notified of
this action by Col. Horatio B. Hackett,

assistant PWA administrator, who
telephoned the senator from Wash-
ington.

An Assocmbed Press dispatch from
Washington, later, quoted a PWA of-
ficial as saying a “part of the allot-
ment can be used to purchase the prop-
erties of the Arkansaw Water Com-.
pany or for building a new distributing
system. It was made on the basis of a
30 per cent grant of the cost of labor
and materials.

Mayor Overman and John A. Sher-

rill, attorney for the project, left Wash- |
| for the 36-mile pipeline.

ington before approval of the project
was announced by the PWA and were
en route home last night.

Senator Robinson received a tele-
gram from Mayor Overman expressing
appreciation of his efforts in securing

reinstatement and approval for the
project and announcing a contract had
been sighed with the PWA.
Alexaider Allaire, state PWA en-
gineer, Was absent from the city yes-
terday, and . t.he state omce ssm no

Rock are on file with te PWA
office. - mg: for comtruetion of the
pipeline, estimated to cost $1,500,000,
can be awarded within a short time
after technical requirements are met.

Marion L. Crist and Chester A.
8mith engineers of the Burns & Me-
Donnell firm of Kansas City, Mo., are |
expected to retm'n here immediately,

prepa to resume engineering work at
the s of the proposed dam and
reservoir as soon as the initial grant
allotment for the project is forthcom-
ing from the PWA. - :

Head of Water Company
Threatens Fight to a Finish.

. The Arkansaw Water Company will
oppose any effort of the city to con-
struct a competing dxstmbutmg system
“in . every legal way,” S. R. Brough,
superintendent, said last night.

“The news from Washington that the

_ PWA had approved a loan and grant to

the city for a reservoir, pipeline and
duplicating distributing system is most
surprising to me,” he said.

“The idea of building a new distribut-
ing system in Little Rock when we
have one here is impractical from every
standpoint. Tearing up the streets for
the mains and connections to - each
house and building and patching pave-
ments afterwards, and then have two
competing water systems, just does not
make sense.

“Of course we would protest -and con-
“test that in every legal way we could
and I can’t believe the people of Little
Rock would stand for it.”

Others Express Gratification
Over the News.

George W. Donaghey, former gover-
nor, and leader of a business men’s
group which recently pledged support to .
Mayor Overman, characterized the pro-
posed program as ‘“one of the greatest
moves the city ever made.”

Henry H. Tucker, retiring president
of the Little Rock Chamber of Com-
merce, said the PWA action was “gra-‘
tifying.”

C. L. Thompson, chairman of the
Special Water Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, which made the first
report on plans for an improved water
supply, said: “The city is to be congrat-
ulated and those who have had the op-

* portunity to help have done a great.

service.”

Brief History Of
The Negotiations.

Approval of the project yesterday,
marked the climax of several months’
negotiations.

On August 1, the city signed an
agreement with the Arkansaw Water
Company, whereby the city agreed to
fil a PWA application for a loan and

rant to construct a new water supply.
The company agreed to purchase water
at a rate which would make is pos-
sible for the city to retire its loan
and retain title to the completed proj-

September 6, the city filed applica-
tion for a $3,500,000 loan and grant
| with which to build a reservoir on
Alum Fork of Saline river and a con-
necting pipeline.

September 30, the city was notified
by PWA that an allotment of $3,080,-
000 had been approved by President
Roosevelt.

October 16, due to nonarrival of a
necessary bond purchase agreement for
the project, Mayor Overman and Mr.
Sherrill went to Washington for a con-
ference with PWA officials. Opposition
to the project had developed because
water from the reservoir, made possible
by a loan and grant, would be dis-
tributed at a profit by a private utility.

October 23, to meet the objections
a supplementary application asking a
loan or grant of $3,990,000 to construct
a municipally-owned distributing sys-
tem was drafted hurriedly, and rushed
to ‘Washington by airplane in custody
of Engineer Crist.

October 26, A. T. Rickett, PWA en-

gin-eering examiner, arrived to conduct.
a survey of the project.

When It Seemed
Hope Was Gone.

November 16, the PWA announced
that the city’s original application for
$3,080,000 to construct a reservoir and
pipeline had been rejected because it
involved a private utility, but the an-
nouncement said an amended applica-
tion for -a total of $7,070,000 for a wa-
ter supply and new distributing system
would be considered.

November 18, final plans were filed

November 23, the city opened nego-
tiations for a conference with water
company officials in an effort to reach
an amicable agreement as to ‘“fair
price” and thus acquire the distributing
system in advance of the PWA deadline
of December 15.

December 1, Colonel Hackett an-
nounced that the original allotment of
$3,080,000 had been rescinded and that
the amended application had been re-
jected.

officials agreed to continue efforts :f;

December 7, city and water company .

December 15, Se:

- ed in Seattle, W

December 16, Mayor Ovemnh re-
ceived a letter from Colonel Hackett
conveying the unexpected information

that the project again was under cen-»

sideration.
December 18, Mayor Overman wa.s

invited to Washmgton for a conference.’

December 19, Senator Robinson re-
turned to Little Rock and renewed ef-
forts to secure approval
Mayor Overman conferred with the sen-
ator before. leaving for Washington.

December 20, Mayor Overman and
Attorney Sherrill held conference with
PWA officials in Washington.

December 21, approval of the $7,074,-

500 loan and grant were announced by

the PWA.

of project.

l



