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WATER PROJECT

| as a representative of the United States

ENATORINY

~ APPEALTOPWA

A&iw.'}b"qa{

Sees Mayor After
Return Home.

The city’s application for a PWA;
Joan and grant to build a waterworks
reservoir and distribution system was
the matter chosen from an accumu-
lated volume of state, national and
legislative problems for immediate at-
tention of Senator Joe T. Robinson
on his return home yesterday from an
official trip to the Philippine Islands

government. i
He accompanied Vice President John |

. N. Garner and other members of 2

Congressional  delegation to Manila,
where they attended the inauguration

" of the new Philippine commonwealth’s

first president, and the party visited

Japan and Pacific points en route home. |

With Mrs. Robinson, the senator
arrived from Chicago at noon and went

 at once to his home at 2122 Broadway, |
- where correspondence and files relating

of the project. -

! tude of the Public Works authorities

~ the city for funds for the construction

lotment for the project awaits avail-
! ability of funds.

- ation if possible.

" did not come within the Emergency
"Relief Act of 1934 for a loan and

-privately owned.
~ “Upon arrival here I'learned that

to several important matters had been
brought from his office. .

Following an interview with Mayor
Overman on the waterworks questlon,
Senator Robinson telegraphed Wash-
ington officials in regard to the city’s
application and expressed gratification
at prospects for successful concluslon'

Surprised by News
Of Rejection by PWA.

 “While on the voyage to Manila I
was surprised to receive a message to
the effect that the waterworks appli-
cation had been rejected by the PWA,”
he said. “I cabled President Roose-
velt, urging that the matter be re-
opened and given favorable consider-

~ “The president confirmed the atti-
to the effect that the original project

grant because the financial benefit of
the grant might inure to the benefit of
a private corporation, and because a
serious legal question had been raised
as to whether the city may be author-
jzed to construct a reservoir where
the existing distribution system is

the supplemental application filed by~

or acquisition of a distribution system

was favorably reviewed following the |

messages referred to, and that an al-

I am, therefore,
hopeful that details pertaining to the
application may be closed by the mayor,
who is going to Washington with the
information referred to. Since the ap-
plication was first filed I have urged
favorable consideration and action and
quite naturally am gratified s.fat the

on

{

prospect of a successful conelu

Foresees Important
Legislation at Session.

Senator Robinson said that he does
not anticipate a prolonged session of

Congress, but that he expeets several
measures of importance to come before

work of the Congres

outline them and realize that as
‘progresses

present outlook for essential legislation

may be modified.” : :

Comments Caustically
On Peace Proposal.

Asked to comment on the Ifalo-Eth-
jopian war situation and on interna-
tional complications arising from pres-
ent European conditions, Senator Rob-
inson said: o ;

“There exists ground for anxiety at
the failure of all peace proposals that
have been advanced. If the subject
were not. of tragic importance, one
might suggest that the proposal of
Great Britain and France to give Italy
at least one-third of the territory of
Ethiopia and a measure of control over
almost two-thirds is a singular and
amazing illustration of how ready some
people are to give away other people’s
property. Quite naturally there appears
a breakdown in the negotiations because
it is wholly ‘unacceptable to Ethiopia
and does not satisfy Mussolini.

“The phase of the subject that inter-
ests me more than any other is that
whatever course may be taken by other
nations, the United States shall stay
out of the conflict and shall refuse to
participate in any war which may ex-
tend itself from Africa to Europe,

“We must be prepared to make some
economic sacrifices. I hbelieve that the

observg.nce of strict neutrality is the

i e —— H
i only. course which we can safely pur-

sue and recognize that such a course
| will involve numerous difficulties.”

iExtension of Japanese
| Influence Noticeable.

Expansion of Japanese influence in
the Far East and the commercial ad-
vantage gained by Japanese manufac-
turers as a result of low labor and
production costs
Senator Robinson on his trip to the
Orient.

“Japan, because of her low standard
of wages and living. conditions, has an
advantage in commerce in the Orient
which it is difficult for countries like

the ing

‘gardless of that angle, the city is ex-

were apparent to -

the Umited States and Great Britain
to overcome,” he said.
“For instance, a yen per day or less

Il is the wage paid ma le workers in Japan-

nese cotton mills, and women laborers
receive less. At one factory which I
\visited the company furnished houses
for the workers at exceedingly low cost.
Quarters in dormitories for laborers are
free, and there iz a daily food allow-
ance by the company of 20 centavos
for the men and 15 centavos for the
women, the equivalent of five cents for
the latter and less than seven cents
for the former. It was stated, how-
ever, that the laborers were expected
to contribute about an equivalent
amount from their wages in payment
for their food.

“Japan apparently has the idea that
she is entitled to dominate the Orient,
both politically and economically, al-l
though it does not seem likely that |
she will interfere in a political way in
the Phiippine Islands. Certainly she is |
speedily establishing control in north
China, the so-called autonomous gov-
ernment being the method by which she
expects to accomplish her purpose.

“There is no evidence of unusual de-
pression in the Orient, although living
conditions among the masses are ex-
ceedingly depressing to Westerners. Fac-
tories are running full time and work-
ers appear enthusiastic in spite of their
Jow wages, which would not be tolerated
in other parts of the world.”

To Be Busy Here Until
Departure for Washington.

A full schedule of engagements
awaits Senator Robinson’s attention
| here before his return to Washington
shortly after Christmas. Tomorrow he
will attend a meeting of representa-
tives from all New Deal agencies in
the courtroom of the Federal building,
at which the government’'s emergency
program in Arkansas will be reviewed
in detail. {

Senator and Mrs. Robinson will spend

the Congress for consideration.

“Among these he mentioned the flood |

control question. saying, “Legislation

pertaining to flood control is of great |
importance to the country generally:™

and particularly to residents of the

| Mississippi valley. A drive will be made
' for action during the next session, and

I am hopeful of satisfactory results,

although there are still some conflicts

as to the form the legislation may
take which are difficult to harmonize.
The location of the proposed spillway
in the middle section of the river and
the terms and provisions relating to
compensation by landowners - for
flowage rights and damages constitute
the two largest aspects of the problem
from the standpoint of securing prompt
1d decisive action. 2

It is my expectation also that a
measure for payment of adjusted com-

_pensation certificates will receive con-
_sideration early in the session and that
[T i Ay be finally dis- wpa water allotment, of the Arkansaw

does not appear likely that the
k of the Congress will require a long.
ndoubtedly in addition to

Christmas with relatives here and will
drive to Washington the latter part of
n*xt week to prepare for the opening

Congress Januafy 3. g

Officials To |
Discuss Water
Project Today

[

Representatives of the American Wa-
terworks and Electric Company and
the city ot Little Rock probably will
meet today to talk about the city’s pro-
posed purchase, with a portion of its

Water Company’s distribution system.
The Arkansaw Water Company is an
A. W.. & E. subsidiary.

- J. F. Loughborough, attorney for the

water company here, said he expected
George W. Bigg

| American Waterworks officials, to arrive
this morning from New York and that if
they did he hoped to arrange the meet-
for 2 p. m.

Mayor Overman said it was up to the
water company officials to arrange the
meeting and also to speak first after the
conference opens.
| “The city has made its offer,” he
said, referring to the recent tender of
'$3,000,000 for the distributing system.
“We won’t have anything to say until
we hear what they think of the propo-
sition.”

If the conferees should fail to agree
on a price the city might use part of its |
PWA loan and grant of $7,074,500 to
construct a new distribution system. Re-

pected to get its water from Alum Fork

of the Saline river. It will build a res-
ervoir there and lay approximately 36
miles of pipe to bring the water here.
The City Council will meet Monday
| night to accept the PWA funds and the
mayor expressed hope that the distri- |
| bution situation also would be ready for f
its action then.
b —

No A greement)s
Yetfor Water

‘Coiﬁbaﬁy Sale
0 26 .79 35

A

Negotiations between the city and of-
ficials of the American Waterworks and

Electric Company relative to proposed
purchase of the Little Rock properties
of the Arkansaw Water Company were
recessed yesterday, pending action of
.the parent company’s Board of Di- |
rectors. l

The city is seeking to buy the prop-|
erties with a part of a $7,074,500 loan |
and grant approved December 21 by
the PWA at Washington. The PWA
offer to the city provides that $3,080,000
may be used to construct a new water
supply and $3,994,500 for purchase of
the existing distribution system or to
construct a new system. The PWA has
agreed to pay 30 per cent of the cost
of labor and materials in an amount
not to exceed $1,939,500 and purchase
four per cent bonds in a maximum
amount of $5,135,000.

The PWA required that the city
make “a reasonable effort” to acquire

ST S

| in addition to that sum for its equity,

. basis of a valuation is entirely too high

the existing system.
Mayor Overman and John A. Sherrill,
project attorney, held an initial con-

ference Friday with George W. Bigg=®

chief engineer and Lorenzo Semple, a

sistant to the vice president, of th \\“\n

American Waterworks d Electri

rived here yesterday and is expected to
sit in when discussions are resumed |
tomorrow. Mr. Crist and Chester A.
Smith, company ‘engineer, prepared
plans and specifications for the water
supply project and also prepared the |
city’s application for PWA funds to
construct a competing distributing sys-
tem. He is expected to aid city officials
in determining a fair value for the
company’s properties.

Agreement on a price for the prop-
erties, within the city’s ability to pay, |
would make it possible to ask bids with- |
in a short time for constructing the
pipeline for the water supply, it is be-
lieved. Plans for the 36-mile pipeline |
estimated to cost $1,500,000 are on file |
with the state PWA office. Engineering
work on the dam site and reservoir |
have been held up awaiting release of |
PWA funds. ;

Before Council Tomerrow.

The City Council will meet tomorrow
night to ratify formally an offer of the
PWA loan and grant.

The council will met at 7:30 p. m.
as a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider ways and means of increasing the
annual franchise tax of the Southwest-

ern Bell Telephone Company.

Mayor Overman said yesterday that |

annual departmental reports would be
presented to the council at the first
meeting of the New Year.

A budget |

based on 1935 revenue also will be
presented at that time, he said. ,!

ljeclares City Should Have The

Wa!ier System Appraised.

5 . y
To the Editor of the Gnle‘{te% »

There is only one proper course for
the city officials to pursue to acquire
the distributing system of the Arkansaw
Water Company in Little Rock, and
that is the procedure provided for by ‘

the law and the eonstitution. The city |
is#in no position to offer any price for |
the distributing system until it has|

secured an a

— . i
never been made such an appraisal o
the systeni upon which a substantial
valuation of it could be based.

There is now an outstanding indeb-
tedness against the system of $3,236,-
000 in bonds and preferred stock, and
before the city could be justified in
offering the water company anything

the city must first find that much value.
in the present system. Besides, 15 per !
cent of the system is in North Little |
Rock and that part of it should be
seggregated or otherwise disposed of.
What a new distributing system would
cost is no criterion or yard stick toi
measure the value of the system for |
the purpose of purchasing it. This

even for rate-making purposes which is
a higher valuation than for purchasing
purposes as has been held by the Su-
preme Court of the United States. The
valuation of public utility property for |
purchasing purposes is much lower than
the valuation on a reproduction, original
cost or historical basis, as has also been
held by the United States Supreme
Court.

It is nothing more than a blind guess
for the city to offer the water company
anything for its equity in the distribut-
ing system until it has secured a com-
plete appraisal of the system by a firm |
of competent expert appraisers such
that the city could sustain in court in
a condemnation proceeding. Were I
to hazard a guess of the valuation of |
the water company’s equity under such |
procedure, I would estimate it to be
from $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 instead of
$4,600,000 asked by the water company
and $3,000,000 offered by the city of-
ficials, after deducting that part of the |
plant located in North Little Rock.

The records do nof show the, names
of the holders of the outstanding
securities of the water company, and

| it may be that the parent company, or

one of its subsidiaries holds the secu-
rities which is nothing more than taking
them out of one pocket and putting
them in the other, but it would make
a world of difference as to who actually
owns them when it comes to a con-
demnation suit by the city to purchase
the system, This is a question that
should be solved in the open so that
citizens of Little Rock who are inter-
ested and who will have to pay the bill |
in the end, could have an opportunity |
to know what is going on in the way
of bringing about its consumation.
A. L. Rotenberry.
Little Rock. ; |

Council Vote in Fa-

vor of Proposal,
16 to 1.

The city of Little Rock last night
bought the water distribution system
of the Arkansaw Water Company for
$3,850,000. ;

A resolution offering that sum for
the property was adopted by the City
Council after an executive session.
The company representatives pre-
viously had demanded $3,990,000 but
eventually accepted the amount of-
fered.

The vote on the resolution was 16

to 1. Only Alderman Terral voted
against it. -Alderman Erwin was ab-
sent.

The deal covers all property of the
Arkansaw Water Company south of
the Arkansas river.

The council’s resolution will be filed
at state PWA headquarters today or

tomorrow and it is expected that the ' to pay principal and interest on a four

purchase money will be made avail-
able from the PWA allotment of $7,-
074,500 within 30 to 90 days. As soon
as the money is paid, the city will
take charge of the property.

The city will petition the PWA for

. = tive
Company, J. F. Loughbo y » Gazette ot enta e
and S. R. Brough, s 5| gpeci ' i as
the Arkansaw Water C —3 i POl Health D pat to ¥ vest\ga*:
‘‘Some progress” was 1 20t | of tHE wport 10 , sever,
day, but negotiations wex N0° Gae(;.%r routtf 30 paul ‘“;::;s cians d‘f"és
proceeding slowly because o eﬁ"’ of tht | the rt. 1oc¢ 1 p'ma.\ ng‘aw
sity of referring controversid A Ve | EasNSEE case bat vicinity 22l
| New York headquarters of the pi&""\ R d | nos st children 1 n peen S
e : :
i o0 PSRN T Al te cbi) e cpild 18 0 nditio
neer Arriv o aid. !
Marion L. Crist, engineer of 3 oo @ it ?”'SDS can, AT
& McDonnell of Kansas City, Mof® —~-: L

|
H river, giving the city a safe margin

a grant of 15 per cent of the purchase|
price when the application for a loan
to purchase the plant is filed, John A.|
Sherrill, the city’s attorney for the
project, said. :

Minimum Figure Without
Litigation, Mayor Says.

Explaining the resolution authoriz-
ing purchase, Mayor Overman said it
represented the lowest price obtain-
able unless the city wanted to engage
in a legal fight to acquire the prop-
erty.

In justification of the $3,850,000 fig-
ure, he said the Burns & McDonnell
engineering firm had estimated $3,-|
119,000 would be cost of reproducing
the existing property Construction of
a new system would necessitate the ex-
penditure of an additional $425,000
for tearing up and repairing city
streets, he said. Other costs involved
in new construction would be $140,-
000 for interest during construction
and loss of an estimated annual pro-
fit of $100,000, bringing the total in-
volved expenditure to $3,784,000.

Alderman Terral in voting against
the purchase resolution said he be-
lieved the city was paying the Ar-
kansaw Water Company $850,000 too
much and asked that his objections
be incorporated in the minutes. His
initial objections to the purchase price
caused the mayor to suggest an ex-
ecutive session, which lasted about
45 minutes.

When the aldermen returned to
the council chamber Alderman Pick-
ens offered the motion for adoption
of the resolution, which was seconded
by Alderman Turner. Alderman Gul-
ley voted “aye” but said he consid-
ered the city’s offer too high. How-
ever he sald Mr. Sherrill had con-
vinced him that the city had made
the best bargain available.

In opposing the purchase plan, Mr.
Terral said the city could construct
a new and better distributing system
for a little more than $2,500.000 in
actual cost to the city after the PWA
grant of 30 per cent of the cost of
labor and materials was deducted.

What promised to be a lively dis-
cussion of the purchase price was
halted by the mayor’s move for an ex- |
ecutive session and when the coun-§
cil returned to the chamber the reso- |
lution was voted without discussion.

Company’s Bonded
Debt $3,180,000.

Officials of the American Water-
works and Electric Company said last
night that they were ready to turn
over the property to the city as soon
as the purchase price was paid. The
Arkansaw Water Company has a
bonded indebtedness of $3,180,000 and
about $56,000 in preferred stock, which |
must be paid before the city can take
possession of the plant.

The bonds which bear five per cent
interest can be recalled on 30 days’j

notice. Company officials said they

have been regarded as gilt edge se-
curities by investors and have been |
changing hands at three and four |.

points above par.
The company will continue to op-

[erate its North Little Rock property
| unless suitable arrangements can be
| made to dispose of the holdings, it was
| said.”

The North Side City Council yester-
day accepted a proposal from a repre-
sentative of a bond syndicate to finance
purchase by the city of the water com-
pany’s properties on that side of the
river, and a committee was authorized
to negotiate with the company.

Operating Revenues
Indicate Safe Margin.

The income from the Little Rock
properties last year was $530,000, out
of which the company paid about $90,~
000 in taxes, $170,000 operating costs
and $158,000 interest on its bonded
debt.

Even if the city should be unable to
obtain a 15 per cent grant of the pur-
chase price, only a little more than
$200,000 annually would be necessary

per cent PWA bond issue for the en-
tire amount. = An additional $100,000
would retire the bond issue necessary
for the proposed $3,080,000 water sup-
ply project on Alum Fork of Saline

if revenues and operating costs re-
main unchanged. i

|
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T ety
vide New Supply.
Agreement on . the purchase price
Jeaves & balance in the $7,074,500 PWA
oan and grant of $3,224,500 which can
‘e used for construction of a new
‘water supply and improvement of the
existing system. ;

- Approval by the PWA will clear the
way for award of contract for con-
| struction of a reservoir on Alum Fork
of Saline river and a connecting pipe-
line at an estimate of $3,080,000. Plans

office, but engineering work at the
reservoir site has been delayed pending
| release of PWA funds. -

~ The purchase agreement marks the
climax of several months of negotia-
ions, which were begun March 3%
1935, when the company placed a value
of $5,001,704 on its combined Little

' Rock and North Little Rock properties. ‘

The value of ‘the Little Rock properties

construct a competing system. Con-
already are on file in the state PWA

with the request for immediate action.
George W. Biggs, chief engineer, L.
Semple, assistant vice president, and
Clarence Dickey, attorney for the
American Waterworks and Electric
Company, parent organization, left
yesterday for New York by plane.
Marion L. Crist, engineer of Burns and
McDonnell, who assisted Mayor Over-
man and John A. Sherrill, project at-
torney, with negotiations left by auto-
mobile for Kansas City, Mo.

Sherrill Explains How
Price Was Decided On.

y o ME, Shep‘ill explained yesterday how
the purchase- price of $3,850,000 was

was placed at $4,367,079 and the North
Little Rock at $634,625.
l» ~The price was considered excessive
by the city but PWA opposition blocked
' a contract whereby the city would have
cbtained a PWA loan ‘and grant for
construction of a water supply system,

the cost of which would have been re-
|tired through ‘sale of water to the
 company. i s 2k

- ‘After several weeks
“city’s application for loan and grant to
construct a competing distributing sys-

* tem and water supply appeared doomed,
the PWA on December 21 announced
approval of a loan and grant of $7.-
074,000. The offer provided that the
| city would receive a grant of not more
I,tha‘n*30vper cent of the cost of labor
land materials in a maximum amount
- of $1,939,000.
| It also required that the city make
' “g reasonable effort” to acquire the
existing system before attempting to
construct a comepting system. - Con-
ferences were begun Friday with offi-
|cials of the American Waterworks and
' Electric Company, which resulted in
| yesterday’s agreement.

. The company’s Board of Directors
yesterday morning reduced the price
from the original $4,367,079 to $3,990,-
1 000. Further discussion resulted in ac-
‘ceptance of the city’s counter offer
of $3,850,000.

Attending the conferences: yesterday
were: George W. Biggs, chief engineer,
Lorenzo Semple, assistant to the vice
president, and Clarence Dickey, at-
. torney, for the American Waterworks
and Electric Company; -S. R. Brough.
superintendent and J. F. Loughborough,
attorney, of the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany; Mayor Overman and Mr. Sher-
rill. :

Purchase of Cars For
'Police Authorized.

The council adopted a resolution au-
thorizing the Board of Public Affairs
]to purchase four squad cars, an auto-
mobile for Chief of Detectives Martin,
'and a patrol wagon for the Police De-
partment. It was adopted in response
to a request from Chief Pitcock, who
described present equipment as ineffi-
'cient and in need of replacement.

- A communication from Fire Chief
Charles A. Burns asking that the per-
sonnel of the Fire Department be in-
‘creased with the addition of 25 men
‘was referred to the Fire Committee.

. A resolution was adopted authoriz-
ing the Board of Public Affairs to exe-
‘cute a contract with the General Amer-
‘ican Insurance Company of St. Louis
for insurance of firemen and police-
men. It was adopted on recommenda-
‘tion of the Police and Fire Committees.

‘An ordinance assessing a privilege
‘tax of $350 annually on foreign liquor
|dealers operating in Little Rock was re-
ferred to the Police Committee.

- Other business transacted was:

Ordinances authorizing refunding of

‘bonded indebtedness of Street Improve-

ment Districts 411 and 438; referred to'

Improvement District- Committee.

Petition of Charles J.- Lee to erect!

! church at 905-21 West Markham street;
| referred to Civic Affairs Committee.
| Recommendation of Civic Affairs
JCommittee that permits be granted W.
1E. Noble to operate a grocery at 524
:Bool;er street and to D. F. Summers
for garage between Twenty-eighthand
Twenty-ninth streets on Arch street;
- adopted.

For Water

Plant Price

9&»)!/%55

|
i
|
1
)

; ! of the mayor to New York on June 15,
during ‘which the | 1935, the water company furnished to

. arrived at, during the conferences which
|began last Friday. In a statement
| explaining this, he said:
|  “The question, no doubt, will arise
'in the minds of some of the citizens
| of Little Rock as to how the city arrived
at the value of the Little Rock prop-
erties of the Arkansaw Water Company
f $3,850,000. Shortly after the visit

the city a detailed inventory of all of
the assets of the Arkansaw Water Com-
| pany showing the amount and value
‘of all of the properties of the com-
pany. This was checked carefully by
the city’s engineers and it was found
that a value greatly in excess of the
purchase price could readily be proved
by the water company. One of the
convincing items making up this proof
is a report filed by Judge Martineau
on April 30, 1923, while acting  as
special master in chancery for Federal
Judge Trieber, in which he found that |
| as of June, 1922, the value of the used
and useful property of the Little Rock

was $3,115,831. Since that time their
report shows that there has been added
to this property nearly $1,500,000.

Return From Properties
Included in Calculation.

“Another yardstick for measuring the
value of this property is the return
received from the operation thereof.
For the year 1935, the estimated gross |
'return for Little Rock is $544,000 from\
the Little Rock side; deducting from !
this interest and sinking fund re-
quirements and cost of operation will
leave $100,000 per year net profits to
the city of Little Rock. By this we
mean that this plant will not only pay |
for itself but will pay for the cost of |
installing a new supply system and net |
the city approximately $100,000 per
year on the basis of the agreed purchase
price and the present returns being
made by the company. Without any
increase in expense except a slight
charge for purification, we anticipate
that the new water obtained from the
new source of supply will materially
increase the quality of water consumed
in Little Rock without materially in-
creasing the cost to the city, there™y
netting the city additional net revenues
from the operation of the plant.

Declares Condition Of
System Satisfactory.

“A thorough investigation of the de-
terioration of castiron pipe has lead
us to the conclusior. that there is prac-
tically no depreciation of castiron pipe
in service of this kind other than tub-
ercullation there. This can be removed
by the cleaning of the mains, which
was done here in 1918. So far no de-
crease in the pressure of the system
has been noted, indicating that no
early additional cleaning will be neces-
isary, and in the . ordinary course of
events this expenditure will be avoided
for sometime yet to come. There are

castiron mains which are cement lined,
in which mains tubercles do not form
and this section of the system will
never require cleaning for tubercles. We
have been advised that Mr. Rickefts,
who investigated the local plant for

the PWA, reported the Arkansaw Water

| Company to be well managed and well
| operated and in good operating condi-
tion., We know of no complaints for

— the failure of the company to furnish

' adequate supply at all times under ade-
| quate pressure, which of itself indicates
i an efficient operating system.

Cites Objections To
'Building New System.

“Even if this price paid for the plant

. should be considered by some not to be
justified in the actual valpation of the

| specific properties of the company, there
~ were additional features conducive to
entering into the purchase at this time
rather than the construction of a aew

ed | could not be assured that

¢ said. ;

D daj)

truct a new system should follow we
we could com-
plete the installation of a new system
in time to have.obtained either the loan
or the grant from the PWA and the
grant of at least $1,000,000, which the
city will obtain on the new supply alone,
might have been lost to the city in the |
event of litigation.”

Contract Signing To
Await PWA Approval.

Actual contract for purchase of the
properties will not be signed with the
company until the price agreement is
approved by the PWA, Mayor Overman

In order to insure efficient operation
of the plant the present personnel will
be retained and operation will be en-
trusted toa Board of Commissioners of
three members. He suggested that pro-
visions regarding the authority and per-
petuation of the board might be in-|
cluded in the bond debentures to guar-
antee freedom from political influences. ;

l
!

Water Company Lists
Properties Included.

Here is what the city bought, as set |
forth yesterday at the offices of the]
Arkansaw Water Company:

More than 210 miles of pipe, ranging
in size from 2-inch in the
districts to 30-inch.

Pumping and booster station on the
bank of the Arkansas river, purifying
plant and reservoir on Pulaski Heights,
the area totaling 88 acres.

Mome than 16,400 water meters, and
customers.

Standpipe and two lots north of

1and the number of North Little Rock

|

outlying |

plant, 15,000,000 galions
y capacity, $450,000, plus $18,000
f;)r elevated storage and pumping sta-
tion. s i e

‘Auxiliary Plant for Emergency Bervice. W
Electrically driven pumping station $ 100,000
Intake 11,000 |
Force line to filter plant b ¢ ;
Contingencies

Filtration

24,500

212,?00

|
128,529
work R |
179,255
65,910

Cost of land, right-of-way ease-
ments and preliminary expense ..
Engineering and technical
QI TR COBES » .. .okt s
Interest during construction (1 yr.)
Bond printing, maintenance equip-

ment, motor and office equipmen 35,851
Recapitulation. T 5

Cost of distributing system ....... $2,904,500
Cost of filteration plant .......... 468,000
Cost of auxiliary plant ...... . 212,500 !
Cost of right-of-way and other i

CRPRIE Ll i i e e § 409,545 |
Total estimated cost of construct- f

SHE new system . Jot Ll $3,994,5645 |

Company officials said yesterday, that :
the number of Little Rock customers :
had increased 85 per cent since 1918 |

customers 115 per cent.

PW A Official
Absent, Water
Deal Held Up

-

o 2%
N\ AN/ l—l‘ 5 | 2

No decision on the city’s proposal to |
buy the Little Rock property of the
|Arkansaw Water Company with $3,850,~
1000 of its $7,074,000 PWA allotment
can be made until Col. Horatio B.

‘Washington that thev had been de-

Sl

Vater Project
Engineers '
Arrive T/Oda}’

74 ‘

City Takes
Over Water
Plant March1

o

2[ 40 5’, /7 5 ;

J

- 194

Chester A. Smith and Marion L. Crist,
engineers of Burns & McDonnell of
Kansas City, advised Mayor Overman
yesterday following his  return from

Barring unexpected difficulties, the
city will take over operation of the
Arkansaw Water Company as a muni-

cipally owned plant March 1, John A.
Jayed but would reach Little Rock late| Sherrill, project attorney, said yesterday,
today with several  other engineers to  following a long telephone conversation
resume work on the $3,080,000 water| with George W. Biggs Jr. of New York
supply - project., city, vice president and chief engineer

Mayor Overman planned to deposit 5
the PWA’s check for $87,500, represent- for the American Waterworks and Elec-

ing the initial grant on the supply tric Company.
project, in the Union National bank to-| My, Sherrill said he will leave Tues-

day to finance engineering work neces- y
sary to complete specifications for the | day for New York to clos¢ the city’s
36-mile pipeline and select a final lo-| purchase agreement with the company, |

cation for the damsite. l‘under which $3,850,000 will be paid for
s h“"l'{'m'ed at %’i‘e“k:;ﬂ- B 'the Little Rock properties. The ecity |
e check, representing the culmina- | o.) 5ov an additional sum for in-F

tion of efforts extending over nearly a
year, was exhibited to Little Rock citi- | ventory and accounts receivable and

zens yesterday morning at the Hotel‘\one of the purposes of Mr. Sherrill's
Marion, where Mayor Overman was the, visit will be to arrange the price of

guest of honor at breakfast.
About 70 business and civic leaders
attended the testimonial breakfast,

| which was sponsored by the Little Rock

Chamber of Commerce, in tribute to the
mayor’s successful efforts to give the
city a municipally-owned water supply
and distributing system. Speakers in-
cluded Grover T. Owens, president of|

“ich the
ir value

those items. The $3,950,00¢
city will receive for $4,090,000

bonds will allow $100,000 for .ne extra -

items and operating capital.
Mayor Returns Tomorrow.
Following the return of Mayor Over-

man from Washington tomorrow, the 8

City Council will be asked fo pass an
ordinance approving a $6,290,000 bond

water plant in the city of Little Rock |

Forest park, standpipe and two lots at Hackett, assistant PWA -administrator,

Sixteenth and Gaines streets. returns to Washington, Mayor Overman
A total of 958 fire hydrants on which was informed yesterday in a telephone

‘gl;e$§;tye::;: been paying annual rental conversation with J. H. Foley of the
About 600 acres west of the pumping PWA legal division at Washington.

| station, on which are four wells. Water  Mr. Foley said the City Council’s ap-

| from the wells has been used in con- nroya] of the purchase agreement and

| junction with that from the river.

| It was said that the oldest pipe in the
| system dates back to 1886, but that 20b
there is very little that old and that
it need not be replaced. It was said day.

the PWA offer of loan and grant had
been reviewed there, although the

documents were sent by air mail Tues- |

approximately 40 miles of late design |

that galvanized iron water pipe under
the conditions here will be good for h
dreds of years.

Mayor Sees
Benefits In
Buying Plant

: <)
You, gl 2. 0

The city’s proposal to construct a new
water -distributing system here at a
cost of $3,994,545, which was abandoned
in favor of an agreement to purchase
the Little Rock properties of the Arkan-
saw Water Company for $3,850,000, did
not include a softening plant, or re-
serve equipment equal to the existing
facilities, Mayor Overman revealed yes-
terday.

Making public an itemized cost of
the proposed system, Mayor. Overman
said the network of pipes it proposed
did not, differ radically from the pres-
ent pipeline setup.

Following is a comparison:

Size of pipe. Present system
30-inch .. 4N0NE: .., .. 2.3 mi'ss
[ A m ‘es
20 . m s
16 miies |
12 miles
10 miles
8 miles |
6 miles |
N miles |
3 miles \
2 miles

0T ;. 218.00 miles
Little Difference in Mileage.

The figures show that the proposed
system would have extended the exist-
ing water lines a little less than eight
mileg. Mayor Overman said that con-
struction of a competing system would
have been hampered by legal difficul-
ties as well as the possibility of a com-
petitive price war to secure water con-
sumers.

If the PWA approves the city’s pro- |
posal to purchase the company’s prop- .
erty for $3,850,000, he said the city will |
acquire a liquid concern with 16,400
consumers and an assured income. The
maximum loan and grant from the
PWA in the sum of $7,074,000 can be
retired with 85 per cent of income,
while providing a surplus, he said. Pur-
cha': of the plant for $3,850,000 will

leave about $144,000 for other construc-
tion if $3,080,000 is spent for construc-

Proposed. f

The mayor was told 'that the city
has little or no chance to obtain a
grant of 15 per cent toward the pur-
chase. Mr. Foley said the PWA never
intended that its funds should be used
for purchase of a water system but
planned to act as intermediary for the
city in obtaining an RFC loan.

He' said the city’s proposal to con-
struct new water facilities had been
set up under the 30-70 plan and that
the city could not obtain approval un-
der the 1935 program of 45 per cent
grant and 55 per cent loan. He said re-
ports that the allotment might be
rescinded were ‘‘speculative.”

John A. Sherrill, project attorney for
the city, said last night he did not’;

| the chamber; Henry H. Tucker and J.]
\ K. Shepherd, former presidents; Charles
i L. Thompson, chairman of the cham-
ber’'s Water Supply Committee, and Ben
D. Brickhouse, former mayor.

| Responding to the tributes, Mayor
Overman expressed his appreciation of
the honors and declared that launching
| the project by the city marked the be-
ginning of a new era in civic affairs.

.issue to pay for the company’s prop-
erties and construct a new water supply
system. 3

A group of business men will be at
the railroad station when the mayor i
arrives and will extend felicitations and |
express appreciation of the successful |
negotiations for a new and municipally
owned water supply, it was announced |
“Col. H. B. Hackett, assistant PWA at the Chamber of Commerce offices

| yak e terday.
administrator, told me in Washington, yes! # "
that the Little Rock water project was An ordinance authorizing actual is

s frrad | suance of the bonds is being drawn
:;1 eth(;f g&; Aq}osgeng;;:;g:lgggoxd?i?‘tﬁ:‘ in New York by bond attorneys for th

! successful bidders and will not be ready

soundness as a municipal undertaking!
is unquestioned. : :

“When bids were opened recently to!
sell our bond issue for purchase of the|
Arkansaw Water Company’s properties
not one of the bidders questioned the
security.

“Construction of the water reservoir
and pipeline will employ 3,000 men
for one year at better than a living
wage. That pay roll together with the
pay roll on our sewer improvement
project and other undertakings will con-
tribute to the economic prosperity of’
our city.” I

Rawyer to Washington.

‘1

construction was in danger.

Engineer F or
PWATo
| Washington

o {

Following a conference yesterday be-
| tween John A. Sherrill, project attorney,
and Alexander Allaire, state PWA engi-

| ‘would leave tomorrow for Washington
to seek final approval for the city’s pro-
posal to purchase the Little Rock prop-
| erties of the Arkansaw Water Company

| for $3,850,000 and provide a new water |

supply at a cost of $3,080,000.

The PWA agreement approved by the
City Council last week, calls for a loan
and grant of $7,074,000 .to the city for
construction of a water supply and dis- |
tributing system, on a basis of a 30 per |
cent grant of the cost of labor and ma- |
terials. i ; i

Money for purchase of the company’s
plant must come from the RFC rather |
than the PWA and Mayor Overman said
yesterday the city is anxious to learn
immediately whether other require- |
ments must be met to secure the RFC |
loan.

.J. C. Foley, chief of the PWA Legal
Division, advised the mayor Friday that
the city could not hope-to secure a 15
per cent grant on the purchase price.
He indicated that the $3,080,000 water
supply project would have to be financ-

neer, it was announced that the latter

John A. Sherrill, project attorney, wmi
the city’s contract for purchase of the L
distributing system for $3.850,000 and |
the city probably will take over opera- |
tion of the plant March 1. |

The mayor expressed appreciation for |
the co-operation of the Chamber of
Commerce and other civic organizations,
of citizens of Little Rock ‘generally,
Alexander. Allaire, state PWA engineer,
and his staff, Colonel Hackett and Sen-
ator Joe T. Robinson.

Mayor Overman announced that a
meeting of the Special Sewer Commit-
tee to approve plans and specifications
for the. proposed $1,640,000 sewer im- |
provement project, which was scheduled
| today, had been postponed until 2:30
|p. m, Friday.

Water Project
Arrwe

b A6

Chester A. smith and Marion L.
Crist, engineers of Burns & McDonnell,

arrived yesterday from Kansas City |
and began preparations to place en- |

gineering crews in the field today to

complete the pipeline survey for the“
reservoir project, |

Alum Fork water
which will be built with a PWA loan
and grant of $3,080,000.

Plans for all except the last mile of

the pipe line are on file with the state |

PWA and the engineers hope to com-

plete the location in time to award a |

| plete the transaction.

Engineers For |

out March 1. Work also will

for presentation. Mr. Sherrill said the
Council probably will meet late this
week to authorize the issue.

The $4,090,000 worth of four per cent
bonds will be sold to the Bancamerica-
Blair Corporation of New York and
Stran
whose bid of 97.30 was the highest of
three bids submitted last week.

The PWA will buy the $2,200,000 issue
of four per cent bonds at par and
donate 30 per cent of the cost of labor

and materials for the $3,080,000 water

supply project.
Engineers to Resume Work.

Marion L. Crist and Chester A. Smith,

engineers in charge of the project for

’believe the program of purchase and leave today for New York city to close Burns & McDonnell of Kansas City, will

arrive here late today or tomorrow to
resume work immediately.

Mr. Sherrill said yesterday that money
received from sale of the purchase bonds
will be delivered to the American Wate:
works and Electric Company in New
York. Mayor Overman is expected to go
to New York during the week of Feb-

ruary 24 to sign the bonds and com:

!

\
E

I

ahan, Harrls & Co. of Cincinnati,

contract ab:
go forward immediately to determine
_ the final site for the reservoir dam.)

Boring and core drilling will be neces=
sary to determine the stability of sev=

| Purchase of the Little Rock properties |
|of the Arkansaw Water Company by
 the city at a price of $3,850,000 must
be approved by the PWA in Washing-
ton before the city can proceed to take |

entire system for the city; the first be-
ing a sincere desire not to destroy the tion_Of P

(vi:l‘il: of g.h:ok:lci::' Sﬂ“&?; ;ecgadlgf, gx To give a comparative value as to the made to secure its approval on the 1935
'entirz e R eruction of cXisting system, Mayor Overman said plan of 45 per cent grant and 55 per
V: y 3 ' the cost of the proposed competitive cent loan.

new mains and the destruction of prac- i ; z
tically every paved street in the city of system wasn ::xrtii::laﬁe‘d‘ :ﬁe IIfl?llows. Mr. Sherrill said yesterday that, when

ed ‘on the 30-70 plan but Mayor Over-

ater reservoir and pipeline.
man said that an attempt would be

Cost Estimates.

over the distributing system and begin

04590 Gity can embark on its
' proveient am,

details of the PWA are completed, the

construction _ | Little Rock, it being well known that mai 41,600,835 ; il el
Ho% <a new wgter‘supp}y_ esti- | thie' toarizie o oL & 8 Rt e TG Fm;‘:“ 132,093 City will seek bids from pr!vatg invest-
9N SaD00.000, Muyor n os & defect House servic 288973 ment houses in an effort to sell the

ay. e 23,430 ponds without paying four per cent in-.

terest, the rate charged on bonds _‘soldi

Laterals . ‘ 63,
Pavement cuts, 189,022 sq. fi. ... 425,09 to the PWA. b y,
A e LR e e e 10, Ml Purchase of ﬂnm eompany’s
A R +7.904,500 | Properties must be completed before the
- it ater supply

eral sites.
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Mayor Sees Many Gains for City in

Mr. Overman Says Besides Huge Benefits to Be Derived From Pur
Rock to Interest Industries Which Demand Soft W

519306
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~ Rates Eventually Lowered
Also May Be Expected

By WILLIAM JOHNSON.

Maybe there’s truth in that ancient wise crack about the first hundred
Anyway, Little Rock has some reason for
thinking so, in the new water system now dangling before its eyes. The
Capital City, up to just a few months prior to the state’s hundredth birth-
day, which occurs June 15 next, had accumulated public property to the
That’s the figure, as Mayor Overman stated
the matter, at which Little Rock’s city hall, hospital, and other municipal
buildings, together with its parks and sundry holdings, is carried on the
noted, there’s a bonded debt of around
( in almost a hundred years of Arkansas’s statehood, its capi-
tal city has built up a net worth in public possessions of only about $900,-
the mayor continued, just as the state’s centennial was looming
on the horizon, Little Rock got a PWA grant for a new water system,
and accepted an offer to buy the local water company’s properties. “Thus,”
will add $7,000,000 in a brief period to the worth of
or nearly two and a half times th.
to now, during more than a century of civic life,

years being the toughest.

amount of some $2,900,000.

books. Against that credit, he
$2,000,000. So,

000. But,

‘he. said, “the city
its public holdings,

large immediate benefits from this
f:rtion of the grant is paid off, in

. er, financially and otherwise,
assets. 4

Though a news dispatch fro
‘Washington, last Friday, declare
the PWA would not finance, either
by partial loan or grant, Little Rock’s
purchase of the local water com-
paxg’s properties, the bright vision
of the city owning an improved sys-
tem hasn’t faded out of the picture.

A loan from the RFC for the pur-
pose of buying the company’s hold-
ings seems to be within the possi-
bilities, while a PWA loan and grant
to finance development of a new
water supply on Alum Fork creek is,

! 1atpparently, reasonably certain. And
if the city fails to obtain federal aid
in purchasing the local distributing
system, there remains the promise
of privately financing it. Mayor Ov-
erman said the city had received a
number of such offers.

An Earning Property.

- In its prospective new water sys-
tem 'Little Rock will have a property
' earning substantial and growing rev-
enue, Mayor Overman pointed out.
That will make it a very different
possession from the usual city prop-
erty, which pays no income. The
earnings of the water system, said
the mayor, ought to lift a consider-
able burden off Tlocal taxpayers in
years ahead, and should enable the
. city o do many things for the public
welfare and advancement that have

" had to be neglected in the past, for

%

lack of means, or were financed by

drives. . ;
- “Suppose, for instance.” the mayor
- continued, “that Little Rock should
. want a sewer some time in the fu-
ture, after the city gets the earn=
ings of its water system cleared of
~ the debt for acquiring it, or pretty
much so. Or suppose there was a
: ge to bring an industry with a
fat payaoll here, by putting up a
little cash.- Or say that in a fime
of difficulty the city had to make
an emergency contribution to the
Community Chest. For any of those
purposes, and for others of a simi-
lar nature, the income irom the
g - meemiicn  anuld ha L’Red.+u‘l{l-
TRIB SUORIqWIB TRUOS |-

JIe)s ddurrg—Aprdex

from the great i

25 to 35 years,

easier for the city to get many kinds
of industries which use water free-
ly. Soft water serves their purposes
more efficiently than hard water
does. It saves a lot of expense in-
flicted by hard water for cleaning
boilers and pipes—and in that eco-
nomy the householder will share
along with industry.

Dr. George Branner, state geolo-
gist, who has given much study to
the prospective new water supply
from Alum Fork creek, says the
housewife’s bills for soap and wash-
ing powders should drop sharply
when this soft water begins to gush
from the city’s faucets. It carries,
he pointed out, only about half as
much of the mineral matter which
makes water hard, as is allowed in
water classified as soft. Present
costs of soap and washing powders
average $7.88 per family of five an-
nually, according to a survey made
under Dr. Branner’s direction. He
expressed no opinion as to how

water. would save—but did say that
very little soap is required with
such soft water as the city now has
in sight.

Negotiations Begun.

There was a good deal of drama in
this swift development, which got
under way Jlast March. As you
know, the first step was the attempt
of the city to obtain a new and bet-
ter supply by getting federal money
to construct a dam and reservoir on
Alum Fork creek, with a pipe line
to the local waterworks. This proj-
ect fell through, as you recall, and
it looked as if the whole business
had gone a-glimmering to wherever
lost bright dreams betake them-
selves.  But Mayor Overman refus-
ed to accept defeat. He kept ham-
mering away at the project, and De-
cember 21, the exciting news of g
PWA loan and grant of $7,074,000 to
build or buy a distributing system,
and to provide the reservoir and
pl?[‘e line, was flashed into the city.
'he local water company at first

e value acquired up
: Our people will enjoy
investment, and when the borrowed
they will profit fur-
ncrease in the city’s
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Showing location of the dam and reservoir on Alum Fork creek,

and proposed route of the pipeline, which last may be changed some-
what, though not greatly, engineers say, with further study of condi-

tions. The pipeline will be about

rilairgg map shows about the route the
S3pipe will take, though some changes
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-Imay be found advisable, the engi-
-Uneers said in their report, after fur-
~Ither study of conditions. As plan-
‘Uned, the pipe will enter the city on
street, running into Hillcrest
Siavenue, crossing Allsopp Park and
8sgoing down Hill Road to the water
sdplant.
94 An interesting item of the ex-
-Spense of the undertaking is that the
ipe is figured to cost about $10 a
=3foot.
ST Abundant Supply.
-U The reservoir would assure the
Yicity an abundant supply of water,
according to the engineering study.
“UOn that point Burns and McDonnell
“Ssaid. “With an estimated storage ca-
Tpacity in the reservoir of 14,900,000,-
51000 gallons, and the estimated total
[draft on the reservoir in 1975, \in-
[Meluding evaporation, being 7,710,-
000,000 gallons, the yield and stor-
,zg age would be sufficient to supply the

A—

o

32 miles long, entering Little Rock

draft for three.successive estimat-
ed dry years—Therefore, the yield
of the water shed with the proposed
storage capacity is ample to supply
all estimated future water de-
mands.”

And Dr. Branner pointed out that
if, in the long future, a larger sup-
gly should be needed, the Alum

ork development could be handily
tied into a huge quanitity of high
grade water in the Fourche la Fave
basin, The Alum Fork basin, he said,
“was made for Little Rock needs.”
He added that in buying the local
water company’s present facilities,
the city would have, in the Arkan-
sas river and the company’s wells,
a reserve for any unpredictable
emergency.

Here are the properties the city
would get by that purchase: More
than 210 miles of pipe; the pumping
and booster station on the Arkansas,
and the reservoir and purifying

plant in Pulaski Heights, with 88

on K street, crossing Prospect, going into Hillerest avenue, and across
Allsopp Park and down Hill Road to the water plant. At the right is
shown a section of the pipe to be used, which will be of reinforced
concrete, with an inside diameter of 39 inches.

acres of ground; more than 16,400
water meters; standpipe and two
lots north of Forest Park, and an-
other standpipe and two lots at
Sixteenth and Gaines; 958 fire hy-
drants that now cost the city $35
each for annual rent; about 600
acres, with four wells, west of the
pumping station.
Present Supply.

Of the present water supply, the
engineers said, in effect: the river
water is too salty at low periods, and
when diluted with well water, it’s
too hard.

“Perhaps the price at which the
city accepted the water company’s
properties, $3,850,000, is $200,000 or
$300,000 more than they are worth,”
said Mayor Overman. “But, viewed
from every angle, the city will re-
ceive large value from any over-pay-
ment. We couldn't get Federal
money to provide a water supply
until we owned a distributing plant.
To build one, would mean tearing

up the streets, a lot of resulting
mess, and a great deal of expense
for repairing them—and the patched
places ere seldom, if ever, as good
as they were before., Then, there
would follow
privately-owned company for cus-
tomers, a rate war, with the two
systems starving each other +to
death. We paid a premium to avoid
that and other costs that would be
greater than the excess in the price
agreed on for the properties.”

A water supply could have been
developed nearer the city than the
Alum Fork basin, the mayor com-
mented, as on the Little Maumelle,
where it was figured the cost might
be ‘around $1,600,000. But, he con-
tinued, on all closer sources, the
water would have had to be pumped.
All pumping costs, he said, would
pile into heavy bills through the
years. “We went farther out, with a
higher initial cost, to save money,”
he declared.

competition with the !
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- with a jaunty smile.

All together, the water project
runs up to an expenditure of $3,-
080,000, 30 per cent of which is to
be a grant from the PWA. An ini--
tial $87,500 of this bestowal has
been received by the city and de-
posited in a local bank. The sewer
system will cost $1,600,000, and 45
per .cent of that sum will be a fed-
eral grant to the city, if the appli-
cation goes through, as Mayor Over-

. man is confident it will.

So, it would seem that Little Rock
has reason to lift its collective chins,
and step out into the months ahead
There will be

much buying and selling in the cap-
ital city when all that prospective
digging and pipe laying gets under
way. The dollars thus released will
' travel on, as dollars do, throughout
the commercial and business net-
work of the community, moving
goods, paying rent, and perking up
the earnings of doctors, dentists, ga-
rage men, movie proprietors, hot
go]i vendors, and a lot of other
olks.

 More jobs ought to be opened in
‘the city by the prospective stimulus
to its affairs. The whole outlook
is a happy one. Main street and
its environs should present a lively
scene this coming summer, fall and
winter, what with better-heeled and |
cheerier crowds parading the side-
walks, and the vehicular movement |
expanded by additional trucking !
and, delivering and buzzing about
of cars.
To Pay Prevailing Wages.

This looming gladsomeness is
made surer, Mayor Overman point-
ed out, by an important fact.
that prevailing wages—not merely

s |

proving domestic markets for the
state’s productions, the foreign out-
let for cotton, our main source of
new money each year, has been
widening appreciably in
months.

Good Farm Year Seen.
. Agricultural leaders of Arkansas,
Sizing up all the prospects,~believe
that the state will have one of the
best farm years since the depression
came along with the drouth of 1930
tg show us how moderately the dic-
tionary man stated the meaning of
“adversity.”

Thus, there appears to be a solid
foundation of recovery under our
gains in Arkansas during the past
three years. Consequently, addition-
al money, like the expenditures for
Little Rock’s water system and sew-
er construction, should give us a
strong shove out of the depression
bog, onto firm ground. And such ad-

. ditional money in fairly hefty
amounts is in sight for all Arkansas
during 1936.

Other projects effected through
federal aid, are on the schedule up
and down the state, A stimulating
total of government cash, including
a considerable sum for the resettle-
ment of rural people who have been
‘starving along on gaunt little patches
of farms, is going to be injected into

the financial veins of Arkansas dur-

ing the months just ahead.

AAA payments to the state’s plant-
ers and farmers, outlawed by the
supreme court, promise to be resum-
ed, in part, at least, under the soil
conservation bill Congress is now
shaping up.

Then, there’s the

distribution of
the soldiers’ bonus, X

which soon will

recent |

The above chart illustrates typical plans for model five-acre farm
!developed and sold to rural resettlement families by the Resettlement

{home and lawn, with the immediate
is the result of intensive study and

scientific living on farms.
carried out on all farms in the rura
state,

helped out by the other inflows of
cash now in sight, should put the
state on a pretty solid financial ba-
sis, We should end 1936 comfortably
on the black-ink side of the ledger,
in position to look forward to anoth-
er uplifting spell of prosperous
times.

And we'll have a fine lot of. im-
brovements to carry along with us,
and enjoy, in the years ahead. Much
of the federal money we've received
has gone, it’s true, for matters of no
lasting worth. But it saved many
families from stark suffering during
.the bleak years of the depression.
"And things like Little Rock's new
water system, and its sewer devegp-
ment, if that comes through, will pay
dividends of comfort and health
each succeeding year. Besides, they
will make Little Rock a more at-
tractive site for industries, thereby
contributing to the development of
the capital city and of the state.

The water system was described in
detail in a former article. Let’s
glance now at the sewer project,

Sewer Meets Needs.
As planned by the engineers, the

To be varied only to conform with topog:

surrounding grounds to be used

1 resettlement sites, four of whic

At its outlet, the interceptor Iline
would be a 60-inch pipe. t would
drop to smaller sizes as it imoved
nearer its beginning, where 12-inch
bipe would be used.
duit would do away with 49 septic
tanks scattered along its proposed
route. :

Another down-town interceptor

emptying into the Town Branch.
This one would be about three and
a half miles long, starting at Eighth
and Broadway, and emptying into
the river at Collins street.

In something like 37 places, short
stretches of pipe would be put in to
replace small ones, inadequate for
their work.

Wh'erever sewage now empties on
the rivey banks when the current is
low, as il does in one small area, it
would beironducted out to the water.

About ‘197 miles of the existing
sewer system would be cleaned out
and repaired.

t the river, a pumping plant is
planned, to lift the flow over into
the current when high water pre-
vents a gravitational discharge. "Mr.
Carter, basing his computation on

-home units on 35 to 40 farms to be
Administration. Such grouping of the
for other farm buildings, gardens, etc.,
planning by government experts in efforts to aid in modern and
raphical requirements, the plan will be
h have already been selected for this |

la hordge-podge':manner. Nob})’dj{ is Securities to Be Retired,
But now,;
difficulty -
This huge con- |

s
planned to carry the .sewage now |

! to blame for it, of course.
i we have got to solve the
in a satisfactory and lasting way.
The lal'or estimate for the sewer,
' project, calls for 400 men the first
month, 600 the second month, 1,000
each of the next three months, 900
the seventh and eighth months, and
then a decline to 731 the twelfth
month. |
Skilled labor would include the

pipe layers, 25 brick layers, 12 car-

blacksmiths and machinists, and!
nine of other miscellaneous trades.
.. And, what puts some beauty into
the dullness of figures, the employ-

under way around April first.

penters, four each of powder men,#

ment of that labor is expected to getl

Little Rock’s

| Bond Issue on

Sale Tomorrozv
OO reast 3 |

LA SN ) | -

From Operation of
Municipal Plant.

Little Rock’s $6,590,000 issue of
revenue bonds will go on sale to-
morrow subject to a future delivery
date, John 1{ Sherrill, attorney who |
assisted the city with negotiations
for the purchase of the Arkansaw

following: 22 machine operators, 20, ‘Water Company properties and the

‘securing of a PWA project to expend |
$3,080,000 for a new water supply
for the city, has been informed by !
the bond brokers. ; |

The city council Friday night au-
thorized the issuance of the bonds,
which are to be retired from the
operation of the municipal water
plant over a period of 40 years, Only
the revenues from the plant are
pledged to secure the bonds. Hs

The water company properties
have been purchased for $3,850,000
and the city will take possession of
the plant April 1 when the Banca-
merica of New York and Cincinnati,
Q., bond firm receive the bonds from

: i3 bout  $22,000,000 into ever 1 g the city officials. |
subsistence pay—are specified for SOW 2 ,000, ;- % | sewer construction would take care Weather Bureau records, thinks that for the water sys- |
the workers on the water syste{n (c:;%yss ?g;‘:ilft- {E‘gé‘r}or‘g’igt‘;ll“?é'ﬁ's ax‘xg 'rgf the city’s'C needs for 30 to 50 years nfot more than an average of 70 days 'cerlxi1 a(;xl:li if) ;?orw’/ﬁe an operating-gp-

j 4 ‘ i ;& 5 . Wi o i L ; i . o
:unnd, B » Ir)rx)‘fxgler;tgm Zg af!:goei:e:l’;;: an  that, on the “average, each dollar | ocor: With only the usual upkeep| of pumping per year would be re ital of $100,000, the city has author-
hour for common labor to around $1 5 Specificati d th Eliminates Old Nuisances, - An additional issue of $2,-
. | & year, They mean that it passes pectlications were drawn on the Th A ; . bonds. An addition: sue )
'xax?e alzlxgmv.v cfx?l:eriklcl:fr? b‘lla;vbos%met?il:; | through five hands, doing a df,’naras basis of 75 gallons of sewage per € pumping plant is to have 500,000 was authorized in connec-

more than bacon, bread and beans.
“They’ll be able to live comfortably,
and will make good customers for
business,” the mayor said. ;
Some labor for the sewer project
will be taken from Saline and Perry
counties, as well as from Pulaski
outside of Little Rock. Federal rul-
ings require that labor shall be
drawn as far as possible from relief
rolls in the region of the project.
The water system and the strong-
ly indicated sewer project, import-
~antly as they stack up in Little
Rock’s pleasant prospects, are by no
means all of the sunny outlook.

3 Nor is the promised uplift in af-

fairs. confined to the capital city
~and its suburbs and purlieus. The
whole state seems to be riding into
something nearer “piping times”
than it has been since the depres-
sion cracked down in 1930.
First of all, Arkansas is going
along up Prosperity Hill with the
‘general swing of the entire country.
' National statistics from every line
~of production and trade show that
recovery has been definitely frans-
lated from a hope into a fact. Ac-
_cording to Harper Sibley, president

| rise in 1936 which will further swell

- spent turns over about five times in

worth of buying or debt paying each
time. So, according to that calcula-
thn, the $22,000,000 of bonus money
will add $110,000,000 to the state's
business volume in the 12 months
after it is received by the veterans
and turned loose in the channels: of
trade for homes, clothes, cars, bills,
and other purposes.
Tourist Traffic,
Tourist traffic, too, should take a

the state’s income. Arkansas may
yet decide to put on some kind of a
celebration 1of its centennial. If it
does, a good many additional auto-
ists probably will drive in among
us, and linger a ‘spell over our di-
verse and rich appeals to the eye,
spending money the while for gaso-
line, nourishment and shelter.. .In
any event, streams of motorists
doubtless will whiz down our roads

| of 1,000 gallons per acre was figured |

ly as follows:

sewers require,

capita daily. Then, in the south and
east end of the city, an additional al-
lowance was made of 2,250 gallons
per acre, to take care of infiltration
from vacant property. In the west
end, where the sewers are newer|
and better, an additional allowance‘

in. But for the industrial sections,|

| the additional allowance was 7,500

gallons per acre, to take care of fu-
ture development, and in the com-
mercial sections, that margin was:
raised to 20,000 gallons per acre.
About two-thirds of the sewage
flow would go into the Arkansas
river through a huge 13-mile “inter-
ceptor line” swung around the city,
according to Hugh L. Carter, local
engineer, who devised the plans.
Looking back up this conduit from
the river, its course would be rough-
Along Lawson street,

quired.

| three pumps driven by motors, each
capable of
minute.

A sweetly cheering picture of the
advantages of this system is given
you by Mr. Carter and Mayor (%ver-
man. It would end water backing
up out of man holes during a heavy
rain, flooding the streets, and some-
times basements. It would do away
with the noxious septi¢ tanks now !

necessary, and banish from the city
' forever the sometimes appalling odor
'that rises out of the Town- Branch— |
a problem Little Rock has wrinkled |
its brows over and fumed about and i
discussed and cussed since grand-
dad was a barefoot boy with cheeks |
of tan getting bumble bees red-hotly
esconced between his toes.

“Our present sewer system is a de- !
plorable patch-work,” Mayor Over- |
/man pointed out. “Not only are the |

handling 8,500 gallons per

to view the $20,000,000 show Texas
is putting on. And they must ex-
change some cash for necessities in
passing through the state.

All together, it looks as though
Arkansas may this year bid the de-

through Factoria, westward to Con- ipes too small in many cases, but
federate Boulevard, then paralleling lg.e‘;esand there we haveypipes emp-
the Rock Island to cross the I. C. just tying into others of smaller size.
south. of the County hospital, west | That “bottle-necks” the. system in
bassing south of the penitentiary, on those places, causing the flow to
‘gvel‘tﬁhg Ngrly street, dOV]V(n nggtif - |jam and back up when '(’;he pipes e
ression a glad farewell. If our 19 At Pak. - €mans creek, north 10 | joaded to capacity, as during a_tor-
gro;s e ggood, and if the‘;' brigg Fair Parkyon up to a point north of | rential rain. We -have aceurnulated

of the chamber of commerce of the

ir returns, as it now seems | Fair Park, —to Pleifer's Addifion, |this problem through the years, as |
-%i‘zel} wuiur th:s :;zriclgturg; ﬁ&,@m@mm&m@; S " la result of additions being opened in

‘ized the issuance of $4,090,000 ' in

tion with the PWA projects. PWA
will bid par on these bonds, which
have not been sold by the city, and
city officials believe that a better
‘bid might be received. ¥ .

While the bonds were issued for
two separate purposes, ‘the schedule
of maturities has been so _arranged i
that both issues will be retired with |
uniformity so as not to give one
_project preference over the other

in the matter of financing.
The bonds are being :
New York by the bond firms which
‘were successful bidders when the
city advertised for bids on the se-
curities to finance the water system
urchase.
{p Mayor R. E. Overman and H. C,
Graham, city clerk. face the task of
.signing their names to 6,590 bonds,
- each representing $1,000 which the
city must repay with 1ntegjest. The
two officials have been advised, how-
~ever, that they will not have to sign
their names 6,590 times, but will
use a device which makes 10 signa-

“tures at'a time. PiTeL

printed  in |



s that city officials believe necessar
o
Gaunt said. Mayor Overman has said
the city will retain employes of the
water company. The only addition to
the staff so far is H. F. Dodge Jr., gen-
eral accountant, at $3,000 annually.

L. A, Jackson, who will serve tem-
porarily as acting manager, is on the
pay roll as assistant manager at $3,036
annually.

Status In Question.

Status of C. H. Duttlinger, Sixth ward
alderman and also assistant cashier
for the Arkansas Water Company, re-
mains subject of conjecture. Mr. Dutt-
 linger, unopposed candidate for re-elec-
tion in the April 7 city general election
is slated for retention along with other
water company employes, but his right
to be on the city’s payroll other than
as alderman is being questioned.

Under Section 7520 of Crawford &
Moses’ Digest, several lawyers suggested,
even if he should resign from the coun-
cil, the courts might rule that he can-
not hold a job with the municipal wat-
er system until a year after expiration
of the term for which he is elected.
Employes Classified.

1975 . :
¥10%6/ . .. 202,000 .. e
bonds will bear interest at

e Employes were classified, as follows:
_ the rate of four per cent and the Yearly
~ bond indenture designates the Guar- | _ Salaries

anty Trust Company of New York Assxs_tant ERBHORERT" ... lasssvine $ 3,036
~ as_trustee for the securities. L i R s 2,446
.. - The bonds were issued under au- | General deeountant . widagii.n 3,000 |
. thority of Act 131 of the 1933 legis- | Assistant cashier ........... ... 1,710
. lature and amendments to this act | General office clerks . . . ... 7,542

& gaase& in 1935. The validity of the
 acts has been passed upon by the su-

The 62 employes represent the num- |

2 Where City’s New Water Supply Will Originate

operate the municipal plant, Mr.-

Water Committee
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\date in the history of Little Rock for at

fC. of C. Megts |
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H%N”:v/;:e;l comiitt{e? of the

Chamber of Commerce, at a meet-
ing in the office of C. L. Thompson,
chairman, this morning, voted to of-
fer its assistance to Mayor Over-
man, the city council, federal offlx-
cials and engineers on the Little
Rock water project.

The committee, which made the
initial study of the Alum Fork
source of supply, will keep in touch
with the various agencies and will
lend its help in case obstacles arise.

The committee, in addition to Mr.
{ Thompson, is composed of Thomas
S. Buzbee, H. H. Tucker, M. Z. Bair
. and George Branner. i

The committee, at a recent meet
{ing of the board of governors of the
Chamber of Commerce, was in-
structed to place itself at the dis-
posal of Mayor Overman and pth-
ers active in carrying out the city’s
new- project.

“MAYOR RETURNS
AFTER PURCHASE
F WATER PLANT

Deep in the Ouachita National
Forest in Saline county, engi-
neers found a stream of clear
water and they plan to divert
the flow of the Alum fork of the
Saline river through a mountain
and into the City of Little Rock
by a 39-inch pipeline.

The stream is shown above at
the site of the reservoir that will
impound the water supply. A
well drilling crew is at work in
the lower photo making tests to
lecate a foundation of solid rock
for the dam, which will raise the ” S0n
water level more than 100 feet il

::rt::tfl seven miles back into the l} Robinson working
City Becomes ~ For Flood Control.
Owner Of |

rworks

Bors X - -3k

-

Senator Joe T. Robinson is making
every effort to secure recognition for

the Arkansas, White and Black rivers
in proposed legislation for a national
flood control program, Mayor Overman |
said yesterday, following his return
from New York and Washington.

With John A. Sherrill, project at-
torney for the city, and City Clerk
H. C. Graham, Mayor Overman closed
the deal whereby the city acquired
title to the Little Rock properties of
the Arkansaw Water Company for $3,-
850,000. The city had agreed to pay

Midnight passed without the noise of
firecrackers, the flash of fireworks or
other displays, but it was an important

.\\T”' e -3 b :

~ Water Proje S“f,gf‘ ol

Marion L. Crist, engineer of Burns and General foreman .............. $ 2,208
McDonnell of Kansas City, Mo., in Assistant ‘foreman ............. 1,422
charge of construction of the $3,080,000 Leaks man .................... 1}1,(;;
Alum Fork water reservoir and pipeline Laborers ............... ceeenns :
announced yesterday that Richard E. BT '
‘Overman Jr.,y former};y of Los Angeles, Total .............co.o.... $ 9786  Engineers’ plans will take definite

Total, all divisions

Cal., will become progress engineer for
the project April 1, :

Mr, Overman is the son of Mayor
Overman. He is a native of Little Rock
and a graduate of the University of Ar-
kansas, School of Engineering. For the
past six years he has been associated
with the Maine Machine Co., of Los
Angeles, manufacturers of mining
machinery. With his wife and son, R.
E. Overman III, aged three, returned
here last week to make his home.

CITYTORETAIN
62 INHANDLING
WATER SYSTEM

|
|
|

Annual Payroll Now

Totals $66,650.
RIS ek e

i A
XY ;

The Little Rock system of the Arkan-
saw Water Company, which will be |
taken over by the city next week will!
‘add to the city payroll 62 employes
whose salaries total $66,650 a year,
according to a report made yesterday to
Mayor Overman by Chase & Gaunt,
auditors.

The report did not include the salary
of the general superintendent, who is to
be selected by a proposed Water Com-
mission,

His pay probably will be $7,500 to
$10,000 a year. Also omitted were an

to the city.

Repair and Leaks Department,

$66,650 form within the next few days for’

-y dakanity ? L S TR, T - 4,578
" preme court and no litigation is an- | b )
- ricipated'in connection with the is- | Stenographer .................. 1,326
- sue. Because the securities are not | Janitor ...................0... 546
direct obligation bonds of the city |
. and no tax levy can be voted to re- ¢ S R e g $24,402
_ tire the debt, it was not necessary to Pumping Plant.
~ submit the bond proposal to the eléc~ | Chief engineer ©............... 1,920
. tors of the city in a special election. = Assistant chief engineer ....... 1,158
While the city council Fridav night | Thyee shift engineers 3.474
passed the bond ordinance, the ac- | quo”oiters . LT 1.800
‘tion does not become final until aft- it ol e "900
er a public hearing on the issue is o y VL U ol
. held. This hearing has been sched- rounds Keeper .........es.... 200
. uled for March 16 at 8 p. m. at the Three firemen ....... A ISR 3,060
city hall. A similar hearing was Three coal passers ..... S b iwet 2,622
. held on the sewer bond issue of more Coal unloader ................. 728
\‘f}hand $1,000,000 and no protests of- _—
ered. | e Sl e e R Nk 15,862
Sale of the water project bonds is | Purification Plant. '
’=fﬁex?ected to follow soon after actual Supervisor and chemist $ 1,800
delivery of the bonds issued to fi- Thiee ‘odlent men . ... . .. 3,054
.nance the purchase of the water _. R R i
J\glant. ‘The city will receive the Fiterman .................... 1,088
PWA l0an and erant money as it is Three softening men (part time) 650 :
‘needed to pay for the construction Grounds keeper ............... 200 |
. of the 32.4-mile pipe line to connect |
a_huge reservoir on the Alum fork | VL L S $ 6,754
- of the Saline river with the water | Meter Department,
company’s present filtration plant on | Meter foreman ................ $ 1764
Ozark point in Pulaski Heights. = | Meter readers ................. 2,166 |
-, Some of the money will be needed | Meter tester 1,050
in April to pay for right-of-way for o A SRR o 1524
- the pipe line and for lands needed in s il o i AR e b AR ot 3
e reservoir area in addition to na- |
tional forest lands, which have been | Total ..................... § 6,504
_made available to the city without On and Off Department. e = =
. charge. d T L T SeaiR - 0 1,524 e
3 R R AR S men ... ...\ .. ... 1,800
R. E. Overman Jr. Will Jom ™" = Level of Mountain Stream
16 e SOt b SR $ 3,

the reservoir on the Alum fork of
Saline river to hold a new and bet-
ter water supply for Little Rock.
The construction of the reservoir
and a 32.4-mile pipe line will be
financed with a loan and grant of |
$3,080,000 from the PWA.,

The water level on the mountain
stream in the Ouachita National
Forest, shown in an accompanying
photograph, will be raised about;
100 feet by the dam. After tunnel- |
ing several hundred feet through a |
mountain, the engineers plan to de-
liver the water to the city by
gravity. :

Strange. as it seems, the drilling
of wells, which are in reality test
holes to locate solid rock, is one of
the first moves to be made by the
| engineers in planning the construc-
tion of the dam which will be 115
feet high and a half-mile long.

The test holes are being drilled
|by P. D. Huff and a crew of two
men. Thirty-one holes have been
drilled the past month, the deep-
est being 40 feet, which means that |
contractors when they begin actual
construction of the dam must ex-
cavate 40 feet at that particular
point to find solid footing.

. The rock strata is found at vary-
ing depths. Eighty-two test holes
have been dug by pick and shovel
crews and when rock is not found
at eight to 10 feet the drill rig is
put to work.

-Workmen were busy last week at
another location a quarter of a
mile upstream where they are seek-
ing clay deposits to be used in the
earth fill for the dam.

Approximately 1,500,000 cubic
yards of materials will be needed
to  construct the dam, which will
be 2,600 feet long. The top of the
idam will be 115 feet above the |
| bottomy of the creek bed. About |
700,000 yards of material hay b
located in wh i Ay
the” Toka at will be the bed of

. The well drilling crew
it necessary to cut its et inia T

engineer and three office workers, who work at the dam site last

will remain in the employ of the Ameri- | i‘f{'n H. Walser and Earl J. Thvglelfé{-.
can Waterworks and Electric Company bl SUpervising  engineers with
at its North Little Rock plant, pending | City, are in soonnell  of Kansas
negotiations to sell the properties there L. Cristis membs o Gie.dgb. M.

the firm, is

'in Little Rock

' directing operations from his office

To Go Up 100 Feet When
City’s Reservoir Is Built

About $3,500 has been spent in
payrolls during the past month to
make the tests at the dam site, Mr.
Crist said. This should be complet-
ed in another week or 10 days-and
detail plans then can be prepared
for submission to the PWA . in con-
nection with the reservoir angle of
the city’s water supply project.

Plans for a 32.4-mile pipe line
have been in the hands of the PWA
for several days and actual con-
struction on this project can be
started within six weeks from the
time PWA officials announce their
approval of the plans and specifica-
tions.

Mr. Crist said that Dr. George O.
Branner, state geologist, has agreed
to serve as consulting geologist for
the project. He has prepared a re-
lief map showing the area to be in-
cluded in the reservoir. The map

is to be placed on exhibit in one of#

the downtown stores.

Mr. Crist yesterday received from
the state PWA office several sug-
gestions involving minor changes in
the plans for the pipe line and also
the recommendation that a consult-
ing engineer be employed in connec-
tion with the water supply project.

No action will be taker. toward the
employment of a consulting engineer

until Mayor Overman returns from-

New York and Washington.

112:01 a. m, today the city had become
|the owner of a municipal water plant,
‘ Operations continued without inter-

| ruptions and consumers reported no dif-

ference in the appearance or taste of
water drawn from faucets before and
after midnight. The city acquired the
Little Rock properties of the Arkansaw
Water Company for $3,850,000,

Final details of the transaction will
|be completed at a conference of Mayor
|Overman, John A, Sherrill, project at-
torney, and City Clerk H. C. Graham
with officials of the American Water-
works and Electric Company at the
Guaranty National bank in New York
city, at 10 a. m. today. Formal transfer
of the property will take place here be-
fore noon after word of closing of the
deal is received from company officials
by 8. R. Brough, superintendent, There |
will be no changes in personnel,

62 Employes Retained.

Mayor Overman announced before his |
' departure from the city that 62 em-
| ployes of the water company will con-
| tinue in their present positions, Among
them is C. H. Dutlinger, assistant cash-
ier of the company, and alderman of
the Sixth ward.

Operation of the Little Rock Munici-
pal Waterworks temporarily will be in
the hands of the City Council Finance
Committee and Mayor Overman. City
Treasurer G. L. Alexander will super-
vise disbursements. ' Organization of a
permanent regulatory body, probably a
three-member commission, will be un-
dertaken by the council at its meeting |
Monday night, following the return of

| Association with membership in six

for stock inventory in excess of $18,022
but the company’s auditors reported
the stock on hand March 31 was only
27 cents in excess of that amount, Mr.
Sherrill said. !
The city collected about $83,000 for
customers’ deposits, accrued interest on
the bond issue and adjustment of out-
standing accounts. The purchase was
executed with officials of the American
Waterworks and Electric Company in
the offices of the Guaranty Trust Com-
pany in New York. )

Stops at Washington
For Series of Confereces.

En route home, Mayor Overman and
Mr. Sherrill stopped over in Washing-
ton for a series of conferences regard-
ing municipal affairs, The mayor, who
is president of the Arkansas Valleys

states, said Congressman D. D. Terry
was working for inclusion of Arkansas |
river reservoirs at Petit Jean and Nim-
rod in the pending flood control pro-
gram. Congressman Miller is active
in behalf of the White and Black
rivers, ]

Senator Robinson is using much in-
fluence and energy toward working out
a national program which will include
adequate protection for .Arkansas,
Mayor Overman said. After confer-
ences with F. A, Fowler of San Fran-
cisco, Cal, chairman, and W. W.
Horner of St. Louis, Arkansas basin
representative on the National Water
Resources Committee, the mayor said
he believed the reservoir plan of flood

Mayor Overman from New York. {

The waterworks property was pur- |
chased with the proceeds of a $4,090,000
four per cent water revenue bond issue,
| which netted $3,950,000. A water reser-
|voir and connecting pipeline will be
| constructed with a PWA loan and
grant of $3,080,000. Plans for the pipe-
line have been approved by the PWA !
subject to execution of suggested |
changes in specifications,

To Step in Washington,

Mayor Overman, en route home, will
visit Washington, in the interest of
pending legislation affecting Municipal
Airport, flood control and a proposed
National Guard armory.

L. A, Jackson, assistant superintend-
ent of the water company, who will
serve as acting manager for the mu-
nicipal operation, was ill at his home
yesterday with influenza. The city will
maintain the plant’s present rates and
make no changes in policy. A new ac-
counting system has been installed by
Chase & Gaunt, auditors, and the
plant’s financial transactions are set up
to conform with provisions of the recent
bond issue, the auditors said yesterday,

control will be given prior considera-
! tion in any national program.

|  Senator Robinson assured him that
the bill transferring title to the muni-
cipal airport from the War Depart-

ment to the city had passed boths

houses and been sent to conference,
with an early agreement anticipated,

Confers With PWA Officials
On Pending Projects.

With Col. Horatio B. Hackett, as- |

sistant administrator, and other PWA
officials the mayor and Mr. Sherrill dis-
cussed the pending $3,080,00 water
reservoir. and pipeline ‘project, the
municipal
was tabled last year, and - the new
hangar and administration building at
the municipal airport, bids for which
were opened here March 27.
Colonel Hackett congratulated

auditorium project which

i
|

¥

i the

city on purchase-of the water pla.ni:i
and assured the officials that addition-
al funds for the project not to exceed |

15 per cent can be allocated, after the
d and ap-.

S

- required application is fil
ipoved e & Tl el o




PWA officials could
 surances regarding the municipal au-
| ditorium, Mayor Overman said, pend-
ing inauguration of a new program by
‘Congress. However he said he would
ask Wittenberg and Deloney and Eu-
gene John Stern, architects, to re-

‘that the plant be operated by a com-
mission; but it is my opinion (and my
predecessors have concurred in the
same opinion) that the only way wunder
the present law to operate the plant is|
under the direction and supervision of

consider existing plans so as to provide 1 the City Council.”

for an auditorum in conjunction with
'a National Guard armory. The revised
Iplan will be submitted if a new pro-
gram is started.

Mayor Overman said he was. . en-
couraged by PWA officials to file an
| application with the state office for an
"additional allotment for the airport

hangar and administration building,
the lowest bid for which was nearly
$20,000 in excess of the $56,000 al-
location.

The city will file the application
without delay, he said.

Seeks Consulting Engineer
For Water Supply Project.

In compliance with a PWA recom-
mendation the mayor invited F. A.
Fowler of San Francisco, to become
consulting engineer for the $3,080,000
water supply project. Mr. Fowler de- |
ferred reply but he is expected to notify
the city today of his decision. 1

i

'Delay C hafgeci;-’

Water Project

5

\

An engineering deadlock between
Alexander Allaire,” acting state PWA
{ director, and- Burns ‘& McDonnell of
Kansas City, Mo, the city’s engineers

prompted Mayor Overman to obtain
support of the City Council last night
in a move to. establish ‘disputed points

~ Consultant for the Boulder Canyon |

dam and the All-American canal and
Imperial dam for the Bureau of Re-
clamation.
- Consultant for San Diego, Cal., in
construction of El Capitan dam, hy-
draulic fill dam. : 1
The mayor said he had opposed de- '
mands for retention. of a consulting en- .

i

To Dispute ¥

y Contracts Given On

for the $3,080,000 water supply project, |

gineer because the Burns & McDonnell |

original cost estimate had been reduced
$420,000 by the PWA and he believed
! funds were limited. He also reminded
the Council that no consulting engineer
1had been required for the $1,600,000
i at Fort Smith,

| water supply project
| which is a PWA job.

| Mr. Hill is scheduled to arrive in Lit-
i tle Rock tonight.

Sewer Project.

| The Council approved award of con-
1 tract for the first four sections of the
| $1,640,000 sewer project, subject to final
| approval of the PWA, as follows:
' Section A—Nolan Construction Com-
pany of Detroit, Mich., using electric
power for pumping station, $425,912.17.
Section B -— Drainage Construction
Company of El Paso, Tex., $302,342.69.
Section C — Drainage Construction

During the trip, Mayor Overman |

e R ¢ i 4 On motion of Alderman Terral, the
also discusse e water supply projec 5 . t
Btk Harrison Eddy of the firm of | CPuDcHSutHONIESE #e Wiyos 10 select &

Metcalf and Eddy, engineers of Boston, | committee ofsthree to sit with the Board
Mass.,, who have specialized in such | of Public Affairs and determine ques-

in definance of the PWA state office, |

construction.

The mayor will make a brief report,
of his trip to the City Council, which
meets at 8 p. m. Inauguration of af
permanent set-up for operation of the
Little Rock Municipal Waterworks is |
expected to be discussed and the council. |
probahly will create a committee to fix
the legal fee of Mr. Sherrill for his
services in connection with the ecity’s
purchase of the water company’s prop-
erty.

The Rev. Mr. Blalock Discusses
Fee for Legal Services.

Discussing a proposed fee of two per |
cent, which would amount to $77,000, |
| the Rev. Arden P. Blaylock, pastor of
the First Baptist church, declared in a
sermon last night: ‘“This amount is
to my way of thinking and I believe to
the citizenship of the city unreasonable.

“It is more than the president of
the United States receives for a whole
year of services. It is more than the 1
average man earns in a life time. The |
nature and size of the transaction do
not justify it,” he said.

“The mayor has worked diligently
and incessantly at the task. The mayor
more than all others has made the
transaction a reality. The equivalent
of a year’s salary for the mayor should
be a reasonable fee for any attorney.
All expenses involved certainly should
be borne. But private citizens should
be willing to serve the public interest
with the same degree of sacrifice and
loyalty that our official manifest.”.

Urging Civil Service regulations for
employes of the municipal waterworks,
{he said: “Their positions should not
'be made subject to political changes.
As long as we have our present form
of ' city government the whole council
should serve as the Board of Directors.”

thtértObrks
Board Plan
H edld I llggal
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_ The City Council is without author-
ity to delegate operation of the Mu-

| competent waterworks engineering prac-

tions of policy in connection with the
water supply project. He selected Al-
derman Pickens, Wherry and Sprick.
Terral declined a suggested appoint-
ment, g

Louis C. Hill of Los Angeles is en
route to Little Rock to serve as con-
sulting engineer for the project,. but
his retention has not received final ap-
proval of the state PWA office, Mayor
Overman said. 2

| Company, $95,208.67.
Section D—G. C. McEachin Construc-
tion Company of Little Rock, $119,890.

Other Business.
Transacted at Session.

An ordinance appropriating $32,985
for payment of semi-annual interest
coupons on outstanding 4 1-2 per cent
funding bonds and $176.81 for expenses
incurred for refunding $33,000 of the
bonds, which were in default, was voted
unanimously.

Part of the business on the ‘calendar
was carried over until Monday night
after Mayor Overman explained that

Says Washington

Offered No Objection. | at Baptist State hospital, following an

{
R. E. McDonnell, senior member of |
the engineering firm, told the Counecil |
that although the Washington office |
of the PWA had offered no objection to |
plans and specifications for the 32-mile
pipeline connecting the proposed Alum |
Fork reservoir with the city, the state |
office has withheld approval, despite!‘
the fact that plans were filed 48 days |
ago. He said “grave disagreement” ex- |
isted.
The state PWA office

& McDonnell insisted that bids for pipe
be submitted, he said. The project has

been set up so that the cost of cast iron |

pipe will be figured on the basis of 100
years of life; the cost of reinforced con-
crete on 70 years, and the cost of steel
on the basis of 50 years:

Mr. McDonnell said that in line with

tice, the specifications call for cement-
lined cast iron and reinforced concrete
pipe 39 inches in diameter and steel
pipe 44 inches in diameter. The cement-
lined and concrete pipe retain their car-
rying capacity, he said, but barnacles

Reports ‘Active Interest’
In Having Steel Used.

The state PWA office has demanded
that bids for steel pipe be submitted on
the same basis as for other types of
' pipe, Mr. McDonnell said.

! “I don’t want to be in the position
| of saying there is any ulterior motive
but there is an active interest in get-
ting steel pipe on the basis of other
materials,” he told the Council.
The reservoir-pipeline project
| itself to award of four contracts
construction, one for the pipeline,

lends
for
one

for the dam, a third for clearing the |

reservoir site and a fourth for tunneling,
he said,

form in the interior of water-car;‘yingj
steel pipe, which reduces its capacity. |

insisted |

nicipal Waterworks to' any board or! The state PWA office has

3

' was in response to Mr. Terral’s inquiry
as to legality of an hénorary advisory
| commission, ‘such as had been proposed.
| “It is my judgment,” the city attor-
ney wrote after citing various statutes,
“that the City Council would have no
more power to dslegate this important
unction of the rity than it would to
delegate the operation of the city.

“I have made an irvestiga‘>on with
reference to the opevation of municipal
plants in other citiex of the state. I
find that in all instances where there
is not a special act or the legislature or
where an improvement district is not
operating the utility, then the council
operates the utility under its control
and supervision,”

Hope As An Example.

He quoted the following excerpt from
a letter written to him by William 8.
Atkins, city attorney of Hope:

-“As per your request, I am writing
you with respect to the method by
which the city of Hope operates the

city water and light plant.
' “This plant was built by the city
~and has been operated by the city for

many years. It is operated by a super-
[intendent under the direction and su-

commission, City Attorney Ed I. Me-
Kinley Jr. said in a letter to Alderman
' Floyd Terral. yestérday. The opinion

| that the pipeline be contracted for in
three sections, he said; although heavy
and expensive machinery is required
for the job and such division would in-
| crease costs. He said it would not speed
up the work hecause construction and
delivery facilities for the size of pipe
required are limited.

Mr. Allaire was not present at. the
Council meeting but was advised by the
Gazette of the Council action.. He de-
clined to comment. ;

Mr. Hill Consultant
'On Many Big Projects.

Mayor Overman told the Council he
was hopeful that the difficulties can be
adjusted by Mr. Hill, provided his ser-
vices are accepted by the state PWA
office.

He read a letter signed by Mr. Hill
listing his qualifications, as follows:

At present consulting engineer on the
Long Valley dam for Los Angeles, Cal,
also on the Bouquet Canyon dam, re-
cently completed by the same city.

Consulting engineer on the Fort Peck
dam in Montana (largest earth dam of
its kind in the world) for the War De-
partment, and on 14 dams of the Mus-
kingum Conservancy District in Ohio,
for the War Department. These dams
cost in the: neighborhood of $1,000,000
to $1,500,000 each), - "+ - - e

S Mok

ulting engineer for the War De-

his grandson, Richard E. Overman III,
had undergone an emergency operation

acute attack of appendicitis. He left for
the hospital immediately after the
Council adjourned.

The following routine affairs were dis-
posed of:

Recommendation of Finance Commit-
tee that $50 due Baptist State hospital i
for care of the late Detective Sergt. W. |
R. Henson be paid; approved. |

Recommendation of Finance Commit- ‘

|
|

| tee that petition for additional orderly

has refused to |
accept the cost basis on which Burns |

at City hospital be denied; approved.

Recommendation of Finance Commit-
tee that petition of Mrs. G. H. Lyon for
tax exemption on spur track be denied; |
approved. 3

Recommendation of Finance Commit- |
tee that request of Fire ‘Department for ‘
automobile for fire inspector be denied: |
approved. 2

Recommendation of Finance Commit-
tee that communication from Miss Vera |
J. Snook regarding salary adjustments |
at Public library be received and filed;
approved.

Report of, Chief of Police Pitcock re-
garding disposition of traffic cases dur-
ing March, received and filed.

Petition of Gordon Johnson Jr. and
Duncan Ingram to operate a fish dock
1 at 1718 Pine street; referred to Health
| Committee. ;

Petition of L. Narkinsky for refund of |
} $14.29 paid for repair to sewer line; re- |
| ferred to Finance Committee. i

‘Well Farm’ Leased
To White Brothers

N, SOVE ) el Lot sl

Lease of the “well farm” of 400
acres, part of the property 'that the
city obtained from the Arkansaw
Water Company, to White Bros. for
seven years has been disclosed by a
deed filed in the circuit clerk’s of-
fice.

The property, lying along the
Arkansas river north and west of
the Riverside golf course, was leas-
ed from the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany for a period beginning Jan-
uary 1, 1934, for expiration January
1, 1941, and with an option of re- |
newal for three years. The lease |
was not signed and filed until Feb-
ruary 29, 1936, but was back-dated. -
The city obtained the property with
the other water company properties
on March 31.

The rental fixed in the lease 'is
| $300 annually for the first three
| years, $400 the fourth and fifth
| years, $600 the sixth and seventh

years, and $700 the following three

years if the option is taken up.

The lease, executed by E. W.
Clark, president of the Arkansaw
Water Company, provided that the
company retain water rights, but

. conveyed all others to the lessees,
¢ limiting development to such activi-
ties as would not pollute the ground |
waters. !

White Bros., also lessees of a!
building at the airport which is used !
as a cotton compress and warehouse,
has sub-leased the well farm to gov- |
ernment agencies since 1934. The
Resettlement Administration is pres-
ent holder of the sub-lease.
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Mayori H&pés |
For Water -
fogr

Mayor Moore expressed hope yester-
day that the American Waterworks and
Electric Company of New York, parent
of the Arkansaw Water Company, would |
name a price for its local properties
this week, so that the real dickering
might begin.

An offer of $450,000, made by the
city several days ago, was rejected, but
the New York company did not advance
any counter demand at that time, as
city officials have requested.

The mayor said that S. R. Brough,
superintendent of the Arkansaw Water
Company, advised him yesterday that
officials of the American Waterworks
and Electric Company were away from
New York city last week, inspecting an-
other water system. The mayor said
he was told that they might take ac-
tion in the local deal early this week
and advise the city of their decision be-
fore the end of the week.

1 O 2 {
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It is considered certain that the wat- i

er officials will ask a higher figure than |
that offered by the city. A valuation
of about $650,000 was placed on the
local properties during negotiations for
purchase of the company’s properties
in Little Rock. Should North Little
Rock be as successful as Little Rock
in negotiating a reduction in the ori~
ginal ‘“asking” price the sum the city
might expect to pay would be about
$510,000, city officials say.

Offices of the water company are be-
ing moved from the city hall, where a
branch of the Little Rock office has
been maintained for several years, to
117 East Third street.

Water Firm’s |

pffer Awaited '

Doa0 et L1 9- L
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Next Move Up to Com-|
pany in Negotiations
for Purchase. |

{

City officials are awaiting an of-'
fer from the Arkansaw Water Com-
pany as to the value of their loeal
properties in the hope that an early
settlement can be made. The water
company officials recently declinedi
the offer of the city of $450,000 for |
the local distribution system, and |
Mayor Moore wrote the officials ask-
ing them to make a price.

Mayor Moore. believes that since
the water company declined the
city’s offer that the price which they
will ask will in all probability be in
excess of what the ¢ity believes to be
the value and \in that case an arbi-
tration committee will be asked to
determine the price. The city will
select one, an ayor Moore indi-
cated that he will 3sk the department
of utilities at t state capitol to
represent the city. The water com-
pany also will select one and the two
thus named will select the third
party. . ;

Mayor Moore said that he hoped
for an early offer from the water
company so that the matter could |
be brought to an amiciable agree- |
zxi'tent thus eliminating long court ac- |

on,

W&terworks

efficient management and a suf
profit to care for bond requirements.
To accomplish that objective, he agreed
it was necessary that the superintendent
be given authority of an executive.
No Action on Petition. . |

The committee deferred action on its
first petition for capital expenditure—
the request of the Little Rock Basket
Company at the foot of East Fifteenth
street for installation of a fire hydrant
estimated to cost . $1,500. .Ed Gaunt,
auditor, warned that only a limited fund
is available for such work.

Continuation of life and annuity in-
surance for employes, estimated to have
cost the Arkansaw Water Company |
about $2,800 annually, and other ques-'
tions of policy were referred to a sub-
committee ‘composed of Mayor Over-
man, Aldermen Pickens and Erwin and
City Attorney Ed I. McKinley Jr. The
committee also will determine whether
pensions to two retired employes of the
old company will be continued.

Mr. McKinley said he believed it was
possible for the company to continue
payment of a $12,000 annual privilege

;license to balance the city’s payments

for water used for municipal purposes.

! Receipts Reported.

A report was presented showing that

| receipts from water sales during the

| period from April 1 to April 9 were

1$11,166.23. Consumers’ deposits were

$375.50 and disbursements were $831.74,

| leaving a balance of $10,709.99 on hand
for operations.

‘Mr. Jackson estimated that collections
from April 10 through April 15 would
total $15,000 and payroll requirements
for the same period would be $2,350.

He was authorized to arrange for
advertisements notifying the consumers
of a change in collections’ policy re-
quired by the city’s bond. indebture.
Effective immediately, bills paid within
10 days of date of issue will be subject
to five per cent discount. Bills paid
within 10 to 20 days will receive no dis-
count and after 20 days s 10 ‘per cent
penalty will apply. After 30 days, serv-
ice will be discontinued.

The Finance Committee and the
mayor will meet at 5 p. m. each Friday
to review operation of the property.

Early Action
OnWaterworks
‘Contract Seen

Engineer’s Report Senti
to PWA Office in |
Washington. |

Following a conference yesterday
with Alexander Allaire, acting state
PWA director, Mayor Overman was
hopeful last night that last obstacles
in the way of awarding contracts for
construction of the pipe line and
reservoir for Little Rock’s proposed
new waterworks system were about
to be removed.

Mayor Overman said Mr. Allaire
told him, ' other members of the
Board of Public Affairs and several
aldermen, who also attended the
meeting, that the report of Louis C.
1ill of Los Angeles, Calif., consult-
ing engineer for the project, had
veen sent to the PWA office at
Washington, D, C.

Mr. Allaire indicated, the mayor
snid, that he believed action on the
report could be expected soon, pos-
swly within the next day or two.

Mr. Hill was employed to help
bring about a settlement of points in
the proposed work on which the
state PWA office and the city’s engi-
neers, Burns & McDonnell, were at
variance. His report was read to the
‘city council at its meeting Friday
night,

Await Final Approval,

With final settlement of differ-

Authority
D legate‘d‘_ _

L. A. JacKkson,
acting manager, was given full author-
ity to .operate the Municipal Water-

et

<

works yesterday, at a meeting of the

City Council: Utilities Committee with
Mayor Overman.

Mr. Jackson’s acts will be subject
to final approval of the committee, but
a resolution adopted unanimously on
motion of Alderman Leiser authorizes
him to carry on ordinary operations
without interference. The committee
also voted to consider no capital ex-
penditures without his recommendation.

Chairman ¥rwin, Aldermen Pickens
and Muswick and Mayor Overman sup-
ported Leiser’s declaration that: opera-
tion ‘of the Municipal Waterworks
should be carried on: without political
interference.  Declaring that direct
control of the property should be re-
moved from the committee as far as
. possible, to relieve the members of
“political pressure” the committee di-
rected that all petitions and other re-
quests be filed with the superintendent,
rather than with the committee or its

superintendent and) starting of work on the project. The

| ences and approval of the plans by
| the PWA the city will advertise for
‘ bids from contractors, and work will
| start shortly after contracts are let.
Mayor Overman at Friday night’s
council sessipn took cognizance of
questions asked by the “,Obseljver” in
Friday’s Democrat concerning the
| delay in awarding of contracts and

' mayor said the city is ready to pro-
ceed, but has been forced to await
action by the state PWA office.

Hugh Carter, engineer for Little
Rock’s new sanitary sewer system,
said last night that bonds of contrac-
tors for the first four sections of the
system, were filed yesterday and ap-
proved following approval of the
awards by the PWA headquarters‘at
Washington, D. C.

A requisition for the bond money |
was filed yesterday and when ap-
proved by PWA headquarters will
release funds for actual construction,

Mr. Carter said he believed work
will start within the next two weeks.
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In an improvised workshop in the
| basement of the city hall four young
| men are engaged in work which will
| have an important bearing on suc-
| cessful completion of Little Rock’s
i proposed new water supply system.
An uninitiated citizen, however,
' might suspect them of retarded. men-
| tal development if he saw them sit-
ting ‘on the floor breaking earth
into bits or pounding the fine dirt
into a metal cylinder, :
~Actually the young men are mak-
. ing tests to. determine valuable in-
formation necessary to construction
of the earthen dam which will im-
‘pound the waters of Alum Fork of
the Saline river to form the lake
which will be the source of Little

Rock’s new water supply.
Edwin A. Elliott, employe of Burns

& McDonnell, engineers on the|

water supply project, is in charge
of the soil testing laboratory, of-
ficial designation of the workshop.
He is assisted by Robert Burns,
William E. Byrd and J. E. Cherry.
'~ Breaking the earth and placing it
in three cylinders is only a minor
part of the work. The dirt is sam-
ples from the site where excava-
‘tions will be made and the dam con-
structed. :

Through the exhaustive tests by
the laboratory workmen, engineers
will be enabled to know which of

‘-»Part"fin City

iately washed it away,” he said.

Water Project

the site of the dam will be best to
use for the structure, how wide the
dam must be, and even how many
times a “sheepsfoot” roller mustvbeﬁ
drawn over the earth of the dam to}
compress it to the proper degree of |
density.

Instruments used in this work in-
clude plasticity needles, a tool re-
sembling a giant hypodermic needle,
which measures the pressure neces-
sary to penetrate the soil; compac-
tion cylinders, a complicated device
which measures the rate of seepage
of water through soil, drying ovens
and others.

A “sheepsfoot” roller, the reporter
learned, is a heavy cylinder which
has protruding “feet” for packing
an'earthen fill. :

“Almost any type of earth can be
used successfully for a dam, but it
must have the correct moisture con-
tent and the correct compactness,”
Mr. Elliott said.

Importance of the soils testing
laboratory was .stressed by R E
McDonnell, senior member of Burns
& McDonnell, in an address before
the city council Thursday night.

Mr. McDonnell related how sev-
eral hundreds lives were lost in
bursting of a large earthen dam
which had been constructed without
proper vpreliminary tests having
been made.

“Soil used for the dam was so
hard when dry that it could hardly
be broken with a pick and yet water
impounded by the structure immed-

the _[fdur types of soil found near
‘ P ey i
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- To Mayor Overman:
Isn’t it about time some action |

struction of Little Rock’s new
water supply system?

Two months ago, citizens of
Little Rock were told plans and
specifications for the reservoir
and pipe line had been completed
and submitted to government of-
ficials. ,There have been two
months of dallying and red tape.
Are more months of fine weather
to pass without action?

Little Rock has acquired the
water distribution system. Every

. day the new water supply is de-
layed will cost the taxpayers
more money.

Engineers have estimated it
will require 18 months to build
the new system. If work is be-
gun immediately, contractors will
have two summers and one win-

. ter in which to do the work. If
there is to be a continued delay,
the work may go into a second
winter,

There is a surplus of labor here
clamoring. for work. These men
were told work soon would be
available. They want to work.

gether with Mayor Moore and the
r:glatex'.l -
: 4 Council will carry on negotiations
was taken looking to actual con- | ywith the American Waterwgorks and
Electric Company for purchase of
the local properties of the Arkansaw
Water Company, it was decided at
the meeting of the city council, last
night.
next week with the arrival of offi-
cials of the waterworks company.

The Board of Public Affairs, to-
Committee of the City

| pipe are alternate types provided

No Decision
IsReached on

szatEIfElé“@?
Washington PWA Offi-

cials Indicate Concrete
Pipe Bids to Be Asked.

Washington—Public Works Ad-
ministration officials had not reach-
ed a decision today on.the evalua-
tion clause, which provides for dif-
ferentials between bids on three
types of pipe suggested'for use in
Little Rock’s proposed new water-
works system.

The best indication of settlement
of the problem advanced here is
that bids will be asked on concrete
pipe alone with definite specifica-
tions set for that product.

The report of Alexander Allaire,
state PWA director, including the
findings of Louis C. Hill, Los An-
geles consulting engineer, is now
being studied by PWA officials.
Concrete, cast iron and steel

|

for in the plans of Burns & McDon-
nell, Little Rock’s engineers on the
project. The report of Mr. Hill
approved of the evaluation clause.
He also suggested that final plans
be changed so that bids could be
received on a fourth type of pipe,
the Humes centrifugal reinforced | |
concrete pipe. It was indicated here | |
that Mr. Allaire did not wholly !
agree with all of Mr. Hill’s find-
ings.

Hope for Quick Decision.
Neither Mr. Allaire nor Mayor
Overman had any comment today
on the Washington dispatch. Both
expressed hope, however, that a
final report from the Washington
PWA office would be received soon.
Mr. Allaire said he had expected

The negotiations will open |

The council will meet at 7:30

o’clock tonight with W. F. Moody,

the report for several days. {

Alternative

Water Source

engineer, who appraised the local
properties of the water company for
the city. |

On recommendation of Laurence :
Berger, city attorney, the council! LAt
rescinded its vote adopting a resolu- ! {
tion two weeks ago in which the|
city notified water company offi-{
cials formally of its desire to buy |
the properties. It was stated that
the resolution was not properly
worded and bound the city * to
definite procedure.

Ed Wright and A. E. Mercing are
members of the Board of Public
Affairs and Aldermen W. A. Raney,
Ed Skinner, and Frank Dukes com- °
prise the water committee.

An ordinance was unanimously

S})udied :

5004346
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Steps were taken yesterday to revive
interest in Little Maumelle creek as a
source of supply for the city’s proposed |
reservoir if the PWA rejects plans or
| delays further the $3,080,000 Alum Fork
?project.
| "Award of contract for the pipeline
" connecting the proposed Alum Fork
| reservoir with the city has been held
up nearly two months by failure of the
| PWA to approve specifications. The
| report of Louis C. Hill of Los Angeles,

‘The time is here for action, and
. less red tape. The Observer is |
putting the question up to the
mayor. If the city is responsible
for the continued delays, the
_people have a right to know. If
the delays are by federal agencies,
let’s find out and, if neeessary, go
to Washington and demand action
rather than excuses.
koY THE OBSERVER.

Water Pipeline Plans Revised

Asﬂ/ Aﬁivis,ed b! Co;ls;;lt:a)l}t.

o I

~ In conformity with the recommenda-

::qns}ot Louis C. Hill, consulting engi-
L h : 7 \

, plans for the 32-mile pipeline con- | g . Moody & Co., civil engineers, oo™ ¢5000, estimates indicate. En-|

necting the proposed Alum Fork reser-
voir with the city have been amended
to admit bids on the Hume & Bus-
suiel types of concrete and steel pipe,
Marion L. Crist, project engineer, said
yesterday. ;

- By the Hume & Bussuiel processes,
steel pipe is given a spun concrete lin-
(ing under high pressure. Under the
. Hume plan the outer concrete covering
} is “gunned” to the ‘surface under pres-
' sure while by the Bussiel method the
| outer concrete covering is poured and
| molded. Bids also will be received on
_,mig;forced concrete, steel and cast iron
pipe.

~_ Final decision of the PWA office at
Washington on the pipeline specifica-

‘tions i u _expecf;ed today or tomorrow,

Water Plant
Value Fixed

ue
U,\.kux era¥ Lo
State Commission As-
~sesses North Side Prop-

erties at $240,000.

Assessment of the North Litire
‘Rock properties of the Arkansaw
) r Company was set at $240,000

rkansas Corporation Com-
in an order issued this

passed appropriating $1,500 to the
Community Chest of Greater Little
Rock. The pledge was made by the
city during the last Community
Chest drive. :

Water Sysiem

| consulting engineer, was sent to Wash-
\ingt/on about 10 days ago, but appar-
|ently it has failed to break the en-
| gineering deadlock between the state
| PWA office and Burns & McDonnell,
| the city’s engineers, regarding specifica-
tions.

Mr. Hill will return here before May
20 to review specifications for the Alum
Fork dam and reservoir, which will be
completed within two weeks. Engineer-

| Capital On

deek 1o O
Work on

Water System| "
D uwpendl S€3 <36
Plans Complete and Bids
Expected to Be
Asked Soon.

Mayor Overman yesterday said he
is considering a trip to Washington, |
D. C., to confer with PWA officials
in an effort to speed up a final de- i
cision on Little Rock’s proposed néw | ing construction of the projeci_ e
waterworks system. | Mr. Lund s_erved: as engineer nspector |

Final approval has been held up | for _the st. Prancis Levee I%lsttz;ict lzevgg
while officials considftr-a report of ggoliﬁgiggg reﬁrxgto?mg)s eth: o
Louis C. Hill, consulting engineer, 8 ; !
and of Alexander Allaire, state PWA Springs I?WA sewer project. His offlge
director. Plans aré complete, and will adjoin. that of Mr. George in the
bids probably will be asked as soon | Rector building. :
as approval is obtained. To Transfer Engineer Here.

Differences of opinion have de- C. s. Young, chief engineer inspgctqr
veloped between the state PWA of- for the Fort Smith water supply proj-

fice and Little Rock's engineers, ect, which is scheduled to be completed
Burns & McDonnell, over iyt Ma'y 10, will be transferred here in the

i 1 ity’s plans, especially i ;
points in the Cly 8 B viding for & | same capacity for the city's $1640,000
differential between bids on several sewer project, contracts for which al-
types of pipe proposed for use 1n ready have been awarded. Mr. Young
the pipeline from the reservoir in will report here by June 1.

Saline county to the waterworks Music Representative Named.
George A. Lescher, director of civic

heﬁe. Overman added that he terd by M
ayor. Querms music, was appointed yesterday, by Mr.
suggested mua'contfgtxl‘: n;:tﬁ' estg.%rdatg Wherry as the official representative of
w;kslhil:-g{o: ba‘:{ethat Mr. Allaire said | ‘the city to the Arkansas Federation of
he was unable to make the trip. Music Clubs convention here today, po-
morrow and Saturday. The acting
mayor explained he would be unable

Last night Mr. Allaire reporte
that he had received a telegram from :
to attend because of previous eng%\ge-
ments.

the Washington PWA office asking
Acting Mayor Wherry issuer a procla-

for additional information concerning
| several details 1o£ 5h$ X{atﬁgwo:;l;s
lans. He declined to divulge naz| ,..¢ion yesterday designating the week
Eure V(\)I! tt?'e irs%uxr;ﬁ.ict;ut si?lxld t)?aaé of May 11 to 16 as Life Insurance Week |
-~ h 35 ,lgg decision on the city’s in Little Rock, in conjunction with na- |
r?:gse tional observance of Life Insurance
bY Formal ceremonies are planned Week. : ‘
when work is begun on the water- Late yesterday, Mr. Wherry received
works and also on the city’s propos- | g telegram from Congressman " 5 il 0
| ed new sewer system, Mayor OVeI-| ey announcing that the House had
man announced yesterday. No def-1 .o..09 on a conference report of the
military appropriations bill, which car-
ries an amendment conveying title to
Municipal Airport from the War De-

New | Named For

s

e

Notice of 'the appointment of Alfred |
M. Lund as chief engineer inspector
for the city’s proposed $3,080,000 water
reservoir and pipeline was received yes- |
terday, by Acting Mayor George R.|
Wherry from A. W. George b o state»l
engineer inspector for the. PWA. Mr. |
Lund will maintain offices on the
Ninth floor of the Rector building, dur- |

inite plans have been made for the
ceremonies, he said. :

Final approval has been obtained
on the sewer system, and funds for
the project have been requ1smox_1ed
from the Washington PWA office,
but the money has not ainved.here.

ugh R. Carter,  project engineer,
gig he believed work would start
within about 10 days.

Officials To

partment to the city. .

Mrs. Wherry and Mr. and Mrs. BErR
Henry of Rohwer, were among those |
visiting the office to congratulate the
acting mayor.

it B ot e

|
Water System -

| ' The Water {?Attorney’s Fee

Water Project

47 / 14 K|
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Departure of city officials, engineers
and PWA officials for Washington last
| night, following arrival yesterday morn-
ing of two agents of the PWA Bureau of
Investigation at Kansas City, Mo. pre-

for the work performed.

In order to arrive at some basis regarding the reasonable-
ness of the $50,000 fee claimed by John A. Sherrill as the city’s
lawyer in the purchase of the Arkansaw Water Company’s plant,
the Gazette questioned 12 Little Rock lawyers who have had long
years of civil practice. These lawyers were chosen for their
standing as members of the Little Rock bar. 2 3
$50,000 would be out of the question as reasonable compensal;.ion\ |

All said that

saged early settlement of questions
‘relating to the city’'s $3,080,000 water
| supply project.

] Mayor Overman, Alderman Jack Pick-

The $50,000 is claimed solely in connection with the watexf

.

plant purchase. Mr. Sherrill is claiming a separate fee for his

;Appraised At

ing activities will be suspended unless

ens, Marion L.. Crist, project engineer

| PWA approval for the pipeline is re-

| ceived before that time.
[ | Survey Cost Estimated.
@) ’ g l A survey of the Little Maumqllehsup-
HoA K 'T' e @ i | ply to determine the annual discharge
xb- 0 __\(':'__Lj;. P O1T 9Y  fom tue watershed and the general
: desirability of the water would cost less

employed by the city, appraised North?gineers believe ; that if a survey de-
Little Rock properties of the Arkansaw | farmines the sufficiency of the supply,
Water Company at $508.685.17, Mr. | a reservoir and pipeline could be con-
Moody informed the City Council last | ggucted at a cost far below that of the
night. | Alum Fork project.

The Arkansas Corporation Commls-\ A report of the Chamber of Oogn-
sion yesterday fixed the assessed valu- | merce Water Supply Committee which
ation for taxation’ purposes of the North | yesulted in selection of Alum Fork as &
Little Rock properties of the Arkansaw l source of supply objected to Little
Water Company at $240,000 for 1936. | Maumelle because it was believed that
The assessed valuation was on a basis | a dam at, Shinall mountain, 16 miles
of 50 per cent of the actual valuation of ] west. of Little Rock, would create a lake
the properties, and taxes will be pay- | with an undesirable percentage of shal-
able next year on the basis of this as- | Jow water.
sessment. But, in the event that action from

Mr. Moody was asked to appear be- | the PWA is not forthcoming this week,
| fore the Council at a special meeting to | engineers are expected to launch a more
i explain in detail his written report of | exhaustive investigation of Little Mqu-
appraisal filed with Mayor Moore sever- | melle.
al weeks ago. When $4,080,000 water revenue bonds

The city made an offer recently to | were sold April 1, the bond purchasers,
the American Waterworks and Electric Bancamerica-Blair Corporation and
Company of $450,000 for the Arkansaw | Stranahan, Harris & Co., obtained an
Water Company’s properties here. The |f option on $2,500,000 additional four per
offer was rejected by the New York |cent pbonds. The Little Maumelle proj-
company, which is the owner of the |ect is being considered because it 18
| Arkansaw Water Company. No counter | believed that it could be ca;ned o)lt
offer has been made, but it has been [| with that amount of money without an
predicted that the company will ask in ‘,Iadditional grant from the PWA.
the neighborhood of $700,000. ! :
| At the time the sale of the company’s {
| Little Rock properties was being nego- |
| tiated, the water company fixed a valu-
‘ation of $634,000 on its North Little
' Rock properties. : !

¥

for Burns & McDonnell engineering
firm; Alexander Allaire, state PWA di-
rector, and Don A. MacCrea, PWA
engineer, left last night for Washing-
ton by train. Chester A. Smith of the
! Burns & McDonnell firm, planned.to
|| join them at St. Louis.

J. J. McLaughlin, attorney, and J. W.
Fuhrer, engineer, for the Bureau of In-
vestigation, conferred with Mr. Allaire
and Mr. Crist yesterday, launching
| what promised to be an intensive in-
vestigation into engineering differences
| between the city's engineers and the
| state PWA office over pipeline plans
‘ and specifications which have held up
the project for more than two months.
It was indicated that they would re-
| main here until after the return of the
| official party from Washington late
this week.

The Washington conference, Which
probably will take place tomorrow, is
expected to result in a showdown on
the water supply project. The report
of Louis C. Hill of Los Angeles, consult-
ing engineer, which was submitted to
‘ Washington about two weeks ago will
! form the basis of discussion.

Alderman George Wherry of the Sev-
enth ward is serving as acting mayor.

about two years.

additional compensation.

Little Rock water supply project.

his services in that connection,

Mayor Endorses
Commission Proposal.

The proposal of Alderman Jack Pick-

ens for creation of an honorary five-
member commission to operate the Mu-
nicipal Waterworks, subject to City
Council supervision was endorsed yes-
terday by Mayor Overman.

Declaring that he would be pleased
to carry out the plan if it meets with
approval of a majority of the council,
the mayor said the proposal probably
will be discussed at the council session ‘
Monday night. It provides for appoint-
ment of three business men to serve
with the mayor and city treasurer on {

waterworks.

an opentiqg commission.

services in the matter of the $3,000,000 PWA loan and grant fqr

the Saline basin water supply project. :

In Fort Smith, Harry P. Daily represented thg city as its
water project attorney. His employment has: extended over
He was called on to handle much litigation,
including defense of the entire plan, first in the Sebastian Chan-
cery Court and then in the Arkansas Supreme . Court.
adviser in the acquisition of 20 miles of right-of-way he éxamined
some 50 abstracts of title and handled several lawsuits. He pre-
pared the contracts under which the project is being carried‘ o_ut.,

Mr. Daily got for all these services $6,500, or about one-half
of one per cent of the project cost,

of legal matters arising in connec

As legal

and will continue to take care
tion with the project without
The cost of the Fort Smith water sup-
ply project was $1,399,000 as compared with $3,000,000 for the

Mr. Sherrill was employed to represent the city in negotia-
tions for the PWA loan for a new supply. He is claiming from‘
$15,000——one-half of one per cent—to $30,000—one per c.ent——for‘
besides the $50,000 (originaily
$77,000) claimed in connection with the water plant‘deal. Those
two undertakings overlap for him as well as for the city. When_
PWA refused to grant any funds for a new supply unless the city_

i owned the distributing system, the question qf any fee what-
soever for Mr. Sherrill became dependent on the purchase of the

3
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WATERPROJECT
FEE TOD LARGE

Compared to Fort
- Smith Allowance. -

.

A dozen lawyers, leaders in their
profession who have specialized in civil
practice for many years, were asked by
Gazette reporters last week to give

an opinion as to the amount to which
John A. Sherrill, attorney for the city
of Little Rock in the Municipal Water-
works purchase negotiations, is entitled
as a fee, and they concurred in the
belief that he will be vastly overpaid

“ if the City Council tomorrow night
votes to carry out its agreement, reach- |
ed as a Committee of the Whole last
Monday night, to ellow him $50,000.

Two of the lawyers compared this
with the $6,500 which the city of Fort
Smith paid its water project attorney,
Harry P. Daily. They pointed out that
Mr. Daily’s employment has extended
over about two years, that he had han-
dled considerable litigation, including a
direct attack on the entire plan. In
this case, Mr. Daily was the city’s at-
torney both in Sebastian Chancery
Court and in the Arkansas Supreme
Court.

Officials at Fort Smith said that Mr.
Daily’s duties had included examination
of about 50 abstracts of title and that

he had served as legal adviser in ac-
quisition of 20 miles of right-of-way.
‘Litigation developed - over right-of-way
matters in some instances, and Mr.
Daily handled all such suits.

Also, he prepared the contracts un-
der which the project is being carried
out with PWA financing. Three con-
tracts were awarded, one for the dam
and lake, $543,195, another for the pipe-
line leading to the city, $746,226, and
the third for the pipeline within the city
($110,137). These contracts totaled $1,-
399,558.

While the $6,500 has been paid to Mr.
Daily, he will continue to take care of
legal matters arising in connection

with the project, Fort Smith officials
explained, and there will be addition to
his fee.

An exact statement of expenses of Mr.
Daily was not available, but it was said
they would not exceed $1,000, including

~ cost of trips in the interest of the proj-

ect. The attorney had no contract with

the city, and the fee was fixed after

" the bulk of the work “was out of the
way.

M. Sherrill to Collect
Additional Compensation..

" On the hasis of the $3,080,000 which
the PWA has allotted Little Rock for
construction of its water supply sys-
tem, Mr. Sherrill will receive about $15,-
000 for his servicas in connection with
that phase of the city’s waterworks

~ program. However, he told the council
the PWA might permit payment of dou-
ble that amount. ¢

The $50,000 fee on which a majority

‘" of the aldermen agreed Monday is for
Mr. Sherrill's work in the sale of water
revenue bonds and purchase by the city
of the Arkansaw Water Company’s prop=
erties here. He first sought $77,000, as
two per cent of the ‘sum paid by the
city, but said Monday night that he
would accept $50,000. He holds con-
tract but explained that he had con-
sented, at the request of Mayor Over-
man, to serve as  special attorney for
the city with the oral understanding
that he would be paid two per cent of
the total involved.

Several lawyers emphasized that an
attorney would be entitled to expect &
larger fee when he took a case on
a contingent basis than if he were as-
sured of adequate compensation. Mr.
‘Sherrill, they said, was in the position
of “gambling” his own time and money

 in the effort to provide Little Rock
with a new and municipally-owned
water system.

Nevertheless, they declared, $50,000
would be too much for the city to pay.
The lowest figure suggested was $7,000
and the highest $25000, with the city
reimbursing Mr. Sherrill for any ex-
penditures which he “made personally
in the course of negotiations. Most of
the lawyers thought $10,000 to $15,000
would be adequate. ;
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Expressing belie

Jack of public understanding of the
_details involved, Mr. Sherrill ‘yesterday
reviewed the project as it was dis-
cussed last week before the City Coun-
cil as a Committee of the Whole.
At the request of the Gazette, Mr.
Sherrill prepared a statement, answer-
ing questions pertaining to the water

project. He said he was reluctant to

 discuss the value of his services, bub
wanted citizens of Little Rock to un-
derstand that he was not selected be-
cause he was a political or personal
friend of Mayor Overman.

«I had never represented him per-
sonally, had not campaigned for him
in his race for mayor and in fact was
never in his headquarters,’ Mr, Sher-
rill said. “I was nominated as a mem-
her of the Charter Committee which
was voted on at an election in an
endeavor - to unseat the mayor and
aldermanic form of government but it
was voted down by the people and the
mayor retained office.

«I do not know why I was selected.
The mayor came to my office one
day and unexpectedly announced that
I had been selected to handle the
water project and asked if I would
accept the employment. Without hesi-
tancy I informed him I would not;
that I had never been employed in
any matter pertaining to politics, that
I never had taken part in political
matters,. that I made my living from
fees paid by corporations and did not
desire te participate in-this particular
project. :

“The mayor insisted that my affilia-

" tions wer: such, notwithstandnig my
| corporate practice as to make me the

most available attorney for the hand-
ling of the project. Several inter-
views were had before any agreement

' was reached as I was most reluctant
| to take on this type of practice.

“The mayor frankly advised me in
the various consultations that the city
had no funds to-employ auditors, en-
gineers and bond attorneys, or pay an |
attorney’s fee, He was aware that it
would require all of these experts and |
that their charges would be in excess
of $50,000 for the taking over of the
distribution system, It was understood |
that my fee must be wholly contingent |
on my accomplishing the acquisiton of |
the distribution system.” |

Possibility of Criticism
Made Him Reluctant.

Declaring that attorney’s expenses
promised to be large, he said “there
also was the fear that this being a
public matter, criticism would arise
against me either from the method of
handling the project or from the fee
charged, just as has happened. This,
of course, all attorneys are reluctant
to undergo.

«When I finally agreed to consider
the matter,” the attorney continued,
#my fee was discussed and a two per
cent of the cost of acqujsition of the
system and the building of the new
source of supply was agreed upon. This
basis was arrived at because the fee
was wholly contingent upon the suc-
cess of the project. All my expenses
were to be paid by me. This is the
same fee paid where such matters are
accomplished by improvement districts
in the building of streets, roads and
other improvements.

“In other words it is as customary
to pay & two per cent attorney's fee
for an improvement district as it is to
pay five per cent engineering fee, and |
this fee was thought reasonable under |
the circumstances hoth by the mayor |
and myself.”

Mr. Sherrill said the water project!
had taken practically all his time and |
had required the time of three n.sso-\
ciate attorneys as well his office force.l

Replying to a question as to when
work was started, he said: “The mayor |
came to me before his election and I|
started work upon the project in the
latter part of October or the early part |
of November, 1934, T estimate that |
I will have been employed upon the
job at least 38 months before the final
consummation of the project.”

The maximum fee of $80,000 possible
for the entire project if the PWA
should increase his fee from $15,000 on

the supply project to $30,000 “will I
believe increase the earnings of the
office over the period of 38 months,”
Mr. Sherrill said, “but whether we will
realize any permanent benefits from
it or not is very doubtful because we
have” been forced to displease many
good clients by giving preference to
the water problems over our usual and
ordinary business.

Others Handling Part
Of Bus'ness, He Says.

“I have important matters pending
now with many of our leading at-
torneys, some of , whom are Cockrill, |
Armistead & Rector; Rose, Heming-
way, Cantrell & Loughborough; R. E.
Wiley,  John W. Newman and others,
im which there are very substantial
fees and in which the cases have been

|| unsettled and in many ,‘

: tha elepn of Al o :
$50.000 fee for his services was the tried,” he said.

“My reason is that in large cases
| it requires uniuterrupted preparation
for several weeks before you are ready
for trial and I have had no such
period of time I could devote to any
other matter than the water question
since T have been engaged by the city
on this project. /
“The passing of these cases has
necessarily greatly reduced 'the ordi-
nary income to the office and in one
instance I have been required to re-
lease a case to other attorneys in

tingent, the same as the city fee, would
have equalled more than half the fee
. which the city now proposes to pay
for the acquisition of the distributing
system if successfully concluded.

“I do not like to make public state-
ments of earnings. These are matters
of whtch my closest friends do not have
the sligest idea. However, I presume
when one becomes employed by the
public he should disclose his most ver-
sonal transactions to the public if of
public interest.

“This file on my desk is an income
return to the federal government for
the year 1934. The occasion for it
Leing out is the invitation from the
government to pay an additional tax on
the 1934 return of $843.40 on one item
and $293.30 on another.

“The total gross income on which
these items were assessed in 1934 was
$57,724.91, [Mr. Sherrill exhibited a du-
plicate federal income tax return to a
reporter.] There is not a great var-

jance in my annual returns ordinari-
'ly. There was, however, some decrease
‘Lm 1935 and apparently there will be
8 muph greater decrease in 1936 in
‘my ordinary law fees.”

The water project has required long
heurs on the part of firm members, he
' said, and all four members will partici-
! pate in the fee. g

'Declares He Saved
J_City More Than His Fee.

Mr. Sherrill said he was able through
sustained effort to “induce the bond
buyers to purchse the bonds secured by
a lien on the distribution system and
its revenues without requiring the usual
engineering investigation and report
(£40,000) and the usual auditorial work
($25,000). This alone saved the city an
amount in excess of the fee which it
proposes to pay me.

“There was, also I am sure the mem-
bers of the Council Committee parti-
cipating (Alderman Muswick, Pickens,
Wherry, Erwin and others) will bear me
| cut, quite a controversy raised to who
‘iwa.s entitled to the bonds on the bond
| sale, he recalled. “Each of the three
bidders insisted that he was low and
the Council committee was in gome
doubt as to just who was low.

“There was some inclination to award
the bid to a bidder other than the pur-
chaser (Bancamerica-Blair Corporation
and Stranahan, Harris and Company)
on the belief that he was entitled to it.
Our office worked out definitely the
fact that the bid accepted was $200,-
| 000 higher than the next highest bid and
-when this information was presented
to the Council committee the sale was
| awarded properly. On the final sched-
ule of bonds this difference was sub-
stantiated.”

Technically, Mr. Sherrill admitted, his
fee might be considered to be paid by
tax fund, but practically it will not be
paid by the taxpayers, he said.

“No obligation rests upon the city
to pay any part of the purchase price
of the distributing system,” he said. “It
is paid solely from the revenue of the
plant. There is no increase in rates
to the citizens. My fee, like all other
expenses, must come out of the reve-
'nues from the project. If the project
' had not been taken over by the city,
| the citizens would have continued to pay
| the same water rates for many years
to come.
| “Now the rates will not be increased
| but there is a strong probability that
| they will be reduced when the bonds
|sre paid off if not before. The citi-
| zens will get a better grade of water

|

result of consummation of this project.
Credits Aldermen
With Sincerity.

“I have been in close touch with the

Council since being on this work and

its members have exhibited a sincere
interest in the outcome of this project.
The reduction in my fee by the Council

has, in my opinion, been the result of

an earnest endeavor on their part to
determine as best they can what is a
reasonable fee for the work done.

“I do not believe that any of them
hold any personal animosity toward me,
but think that each and every one of
them wants to do what is fair in the
matter and that many of them are
familiar with and appreciate the great
effort that has been occasioned to ac-
complish this undertaking and that they
are willing to pay a fair fee for the
work that they know to have beén done.

“1 believe that ecriticism is largely
due to lack of information on the part
of those who have criticized it. They
probably do not understand the condi-

which the fee, although partly con-

‘the water company for mary, /many
years past was that the city had at all
times lost ifs contentions; that the
altorneys’ expenses had to be borne en-
tirely by himself: that the expenses for '

-

all experts to assist him had to be ar-
ranged by the attorney without pay from
| the city. e
“I, of course, greatly regret that, aft-
er a long life in the city of Little Rock
which has been wholly without criti-
cism, I should be brought into such
criticism upon a contract made in 'good
faith with a very active and efficient
mayor, who was fully authorized by the
Cotncil to make a contract before the
work was well under way. ’
I feel that I am justly entitled to the
fec arranged for with the mayor and
that the success of the project should
have warranted the payment of it, but
the fee has been severely reduced .by
the Council and I will be ‘forced to take
{his fee together with all the criticism
that the critics care to pass on to me
with it. The fees of the lawyers for
the water company in this matter when
compared with mine make my fee seem
most reasonable. There is not much
inducement for lawyers to lay down a
good practice and undertake difficult
and unusual tasks for the public.”

o

Wage Scalf o!

' construction camps. The camp labor

without direct cost ur expense, as the

ticns under which the work was un-

FixedFor

. A wage schedule affecting construc-
‘tion of the 32.4-mile pipeline for the
| city’s $3,080,000 water supply project
| was fixed yesterday by Mayor Overman,

: ; . M. Thackrey, secretary of the Arkan- |
| sas State Federation of Labor; and Ma- |
i rion L. Crist, project engineer for Burns

| and M¢Donnell. Alexander Allaire, state

PWA director, approved the: schedule!
| yesterday afternoon, removing the final
obstacle toward construction of the
e PELAE
~ Bids for pipeline will be opened here
June 16 it was decided definitely. '
- Mr, Crist will leave today for Kansas
City, for a series of conferences with
company engineers but will return hege
Sunday. v o
. The Schedule. ‘ S
The wage schedule provides 40 cents
per hour for labor in Pulaski county and
30 cents an hour for Saline county la-
bor, which will be housed largely in

will be permitted 40 hours weekly and |
the ' urban labor 120 hours menthly.

' The remainder of the wage schedule ap-

proximates that adopted several month
ago for the city’'s $1,640,000 sewer im-
provement program, which is being fi-
nanced by & PWA loan and grant.

%P;peline WOr k
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Dam on Saline

Proposed for

Wat(zr_s_upply;

Survey Committee Of-
fers Plan for $3,000,-
000 Project.

Mayor __tECapital

Overman Leaves Seek-
ing Federal Funds to
Finance Plan.

Coincident with the filing of the |
report of the Water Survey Com- |

mittee of the Little Rock Chamber
of Commerce yesterday recommend-

@ng the construction of a reservoir !
in the mountains 38 miles from the |

city and piping the water to the city
by gravity at an estimated cost of
nearly $3,000,000,, Mayor R. E.
'Q,verman left last night for Wash-
| ington to confer with members of
congress and federal officials in an
effort to secure a PWA or RFC loan
to enable the city to carry out the
recommendations tgr a new source
of water supply.

The committee report will be sub-
mitted to the board of governors of
the Chamber of Commerce tomor-
row.

Mayor Overman in a statement

yesterday said that he found the re-
port thorough, but took issue with
"the ‘Arkansaw Water .Company,
which was quoted in the report as
having informed the committee it
is now supplying the city with
wholesome and potent water from
the Arkansas river.

Mayor Overman expects to spend
a week or 10 days in Washington
discussing financial arrangements
for the_ water project, which was
thq major issue in his campaign for
ofﬁce_ last fall, and other projects
the city plans to launch under the
new public works program of the
federal government.

Since the recommended site for
the reservoir to impound waters of
the new supply for the city is part-
ly within the bounds of a govern-
ment reservation, Mayor Overman |
plans to discuss with the Arkansas
delegation in congress the possibili-
ty that legjslation will be needed to
give the city the right to construet |
'{hedreservmr on government-owned
ands. !

Thinks Report Thorough.

“If legislation is necessary,” he
said, “we should make every effort
to secure it before congress ad-
journs.”

After making a brief study of the
report of the Chamber of Com-
| merce committee, Mayor Overman
issued the following statement:

_ “The time at my disposal has lim-
ited my examination of the report
of the ‘committee, to a cursory study.
I am impressed with the thorough-
ness cl_lsplayed by the committee in
their investigations, as revealed by
the report. ;

“The committee, over the signa-
tures of each member, expresses*
the hope that their
will be of assistance” in forwarding*
the Community Purpose—to secure
a new water supply.

The committee quotes from a let-
ter written to it by the Arkansaw

(Cont. on Pg. 10 Gen. News Sec.)

‘DAM ON SALINE

investigations '

PROPOSED FOR
WATER SUPPLY

(Cont. from Pg.—i,__(.}en. News Sec.)
Water Company, which states that

the Water Company will co-oper- |

ate with the committee and adds:
“But we want it thoroughly un-
derstood that we are now supply-
ing pure, wholesome and potable
water from our present sources of
supply.” The people of Little Rock
will not believe this statement, and
it is doubtless made w¢ the idea
of a technical defense its inertia
over a period of more i 20 years.
The report shows tue feasibility
of an impounded surface water sup-
ply and in this respect sustains the
report of Dr. Geo. C, Branner, to
Mayor H. A. Knowlton, on August
7, 1934, and which was made the

i

Pl for Projet o Funih Gy N Water Suply_

ILIARY
H INE. RIV

ROLAND

principal feature in my platform, as|
candidate for mayor, as announced
August 9, 1934.
Agrees New Supply Needed.

“One of the conclusions of the!
committee, that: ¢

agtudies of the history and finan-
cial set-up and returns of the water
company, together with the reports
and investigations on which present.
rates are based, convince us. Do
only that a new supply is needed,
but also that this supply can be
made available to the community at

' no increase in total cost for water

service to the consumer,” is very in-
teresting and with’ which I am In
hearty accord.

“In’ conclusion, I might state that
the City ncil and the mayor are
very much pleased with the findings
of the committee and wish to thank
the committee for the very thorough
and exhaustive study given the sub-
ject matter. - ;

“The public, I am sure, will be
interested to learn that the investi-
gations, made by the committee, to-

gether with the work and study giv- |

en tbe matter by the mayor, are in
thorough harmony, so much so that |
it can be ‘stated, without fear o£|
contradiction, that the demand for
a new water supply for Little' Rock

is unanimous.”
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he proposed. site for construction | shading showing the watershed | hibitive. ~ Another proposed si':| Fork of Fourche La Fave but this

of 2 dam on Alum Fork of Saline
river which would supply by gravi-
ty flow a new source of water sup-
ply for Little Rock is shown on the

map. The propesed Iocation is
shown at the left, surrounded by

Favor Saline River Dam.

Construction of a dam across
Alum Fork of Saline river at a point
37.7 miles west of Little Rock is
the most desirable project in a plan
for furnishing the city with a new
source of water.

Following nine months of wor}:,
the water supply committee will
make this report tomorrow to the
board of governors of the Chamber
in a summary of surveys of all
available sources of supply.

The report estimates that such a
project could be carried tt}rough for
a total of $2,844,500. Of his amount,
$706,500 would be for the dam, land,
clearing, road re-location, spillway
and intake; $1,952,000 would be for
a 39-inch flow line from the dam
to the filter plant; and $186,000
would be for administration, legal
work, and engineering. It would re-
sult in no additiona total cost to
the consumer, it is stated.

On the basis of a 30 per cent grant
from the fedcral government on
labor and material, the net loan re-
quired would be $2,064,500, which is
equivalent to approximately $18 pex
capita on the basis of a total popu-
lation of 115,000 for both Little. Rock

and North Little Rock, the report:

states. With 30-year bonds and an

interest rate of four 'ger cent, the |
should not ex-:

annual fixed charges ¢
ceed $150,397, it is gomted out,
Supply Would Be Adequate.
“This project would be capable
of furnishing an average of 10,000,
000 gallons of water per day, whic
would be equivalent to 80 gallons
er capita for a population of 225,-
00 people,” the report states. “Both
from the standpoint of adequacy and

which would supply water to create
a lake impounding 8,700,000,000 gal-
lons.
No. 1 is on the North Fork of Sa-

line but the water survey commit-
tee declared the estimated cost pro-

the quality of the water available, as '

well as the net cost considered over
a period of years, this supply seem:
to be the most favorable available.

The :rurveys in the Alum Fork
area r.\caled several damsites of
sufficient  elevation to.dgscharge
water by gravity to the existing pur-
ification plant, it is stated. The pro-
osed site is located within the Na-
jonal Forest at a point ‘where the
watershed has an area of 27,110
acres, or 42.4 square miles. Geolog-
ical formations are of shale and
sandstone which would ractically
eliminate possibility of the water
having objectionable n_uneral char-
acteristics. The formations also pro-
vide excellent footings for a dam
and should prevent excessive seep-

age. ;

A suitable dam site is available
at a point where the banks of the
stream ha-e an elevation of 650
feet, 138 feet above the flow line
in the settling basin at the purifi-
cation plant. A dam having a spill-
way elevation of 725 feet is pragtl-
| cable, with a spillway discharging
through a tributary of Alum Fork,
it is stated. The lake created by
. such a dam would cover 850 acres
' and would have a storage ca_paclty
of 700,000,000 gallons, approximate-
ly 3.8 times the present annual con-
sumption of water. 4

A study indicates that the lake
charge of 11,000,000,000 gallons.
Stream flow measurements 1a_st
month indicated a discharge of 86,~
832,000 gallons a day, equivalent to
47 times the annual consumption
when the average daily rate of con-
sumption reached 18,000,000 gallons.

Gravity Would Cut Cost.

The flow line would traverse roll-

ing country and in a number of low

valleys would  require siphons
where high pressure pipe would be
. needed. = However, gravity flow

would reduce delivery cost as com-
pared with any system requiring
use of pumps, it was pointed out.
“The supply from the stream can
‘ readily be supplemented at low cost
by impounding several small catch-
' ment areas, located east of the Al-
um Fork project and in close prox-
imity to the flow line, and at suf-
ficient elevation to permit discharge
by gravity,” the report states. “Ap-

| proximately 8,000,000 gallons per| - y R v
day additional are available from | ma gy ;’itani: sal;:g:glnpgm}:ﬁ‘tile :g’lé.
| Higse. - suppismpnfary, - JEAPC and the area west of the city with
| supplies. " e | the proposed sites covered by the
R opesed_ sty deyeloy | vy Topognsnt, oF o propors
- which <was. 1nves vas | lake and on Alum e
the south fork of Fourche La Fave | ine - : it

The auxiliary development

.which was investigated was Little
Maumelle river but it was found
that a dam at the point indicated
would impound water at a very

shallow depth at most points. A
survey alsoc was made of the South

IR ——————— Pl

um Fork project. No estimate of
cost' was made, as it would be much
more costly than the Alum Fork
project, but attention was called to
the fact that this would be avail-
able for development as a part of

nd location of wells locatéd in Pu-
iski, Prairie, Tonoke, Jefferson,
{rant and Arkansas counties. A
} Plan Is Submitted. ’n
A plan for the proposed dam also A

the proposed source should further| “ . itted. The dam would have |

demands require such additional
source of supply.

Another proposed source of sup-ll

ply which was included in the sur-|On each side would be a slope of

\a concrete mid-section extending not &

cl

ess than three feet into solid rock. | ¢

is

vey was the north fork of Saline| ., .4 material, covered by a slope | £

river. - A suitable dam site was

found three miles east of Paron but of earth and stone.

elevation would permit gravity flow
only to the pumping station, mak-
ing necessary pumping of the wat-
et. “As the estimated cost of the
project is high, it is not considered
the most esirable,” the report
states.

Fourth Source Surveyed.

The fourth prospective source in- |
vestigated was Little Maumelle. !
Construction of a dam acress from
the west end of Shinall mountain
with a spillway elevation of 400
feet would create a lake impound-}
ing 3,000,000,000 gallons of water ||
but the lake would Erovide a high||
percentage of shallow water, “a|
feature geenrally undesirable in an|
impounded supply,” it is stated.

he report also includes data on
surveys made in connection with
proposed ground water supplies. The
survey revealed that the most suit-
able areas available for ground
water supply development are ap-
parently are.s underlain by . the
Wilcox formation in northein Jei-
ferson, western Lonoke and south-
western Pulaski counties, at least
20 miles from Little Rock.

Such water, although found in
abundant quantities, is frequently
high in iron content and would re-
quire chemical treatment. “The fix-
ed charges on the investment neces-
sary in connection with the devel-
opment of a well supply, combined |
with the very high cost of pumping,
indicate that such a project is eco-
nomically less desirable than avail-
able surface sources of supply,” the
report states. :

The summary of findings of the
committee include the following:
That the highland area west of Lit-
tle Rock will provide adequate sup-
plies of soft water suitable for all
domestic and industrial use; that the
supply may be available from three
or more catchment areas; that the
most satisfactory source of supply
appeared to be the Alum Fork proj-
ect; that the cost would be moderate
as compared with expenditures of
other cities of similar population;
that substantially increased con-
sumption would result from a new
source of supply; that a substantial
saving would accrue-to the consum-
ers, and that the new source is need-
ed and could be provided at no
increase in total cost to the consum-

er,
Asks City to Act.

The committee, commending Mayor
Overman and the city council for a
resolution to provide a new source
of water supply, recommended that
the city take such steps as are nec-
essay to accomplish this purpose.
Courses of action suggested include
a change in existing contractual re-|
lations between the city and the dis-
tributing company fo provide a
new source of water, for the city to
construct reservoirs and ‘‘conduits
and sell water to the distributing
company, and for the city to acquire
the present plant and supply a new
source of water. It also was recom-
mended that if new contractual rela-
tions are entered into, a thorough
study of costs be made to ascertain
the justification for the rates con-
templated.

i
i
i

ey

for assistance to Dr. George C. Bran-
ner, state geologist; the United States
Coast and Geodetic Survey and the

DemosTay

T
The committee expresses jts thanks | L

Geological Survey, the ERA, udge | se
John E. Martineau and otﬁcla}‘s of | n:
the Arkansaw Water Company. Un- | p1
tiring personal services, which were
essential to our purpose and which | at
would usually have cost many thou-
sands of dollars, have made possible

report,” it is stated.
m“'Ii'l'xe pcommittee includes C. L.|tic
Thompson, chairman, an o ) =
Bair, H. H. Tucker, T. S. Buzbee and

George Suter.

Water Tested for More
Rf‘i‘g_ on Tooth Ills

Grand Forks, N. D. (UP)—Until a
few years ago, science was unaware.
of the substance in artesian drink-
ing water caused permanent tooth
discoloring or mottled enamel and
even complete destruction of chil-
dren’s teeth.

But since late in 1934, Dr. G. A.
Abbott, of the University of North
Dakofa, has pioneered in a fight
against fluorid, the salt that pro-
duces discoloring and damaging of
teeth. and is found in some drink-
ing water in virtually every state.

His experiments with animals in-
dicate that in addition to causing
mottled enamel, fluorid in certain
types of water may result in mal-
formation of tooth . structure, bone
defects. high blood pressure and ner-
vous disorders, and may affect nor-
mal growth.

Fluorid, if it occurs to the extent
of more than one part per million
in drinking water, causes mottled
enamel, Dr. Abbott said.

Ham 7ton Deep Water
ell Is Completed

Hampton—The deep water well
for Hzfmpton’s new PWA water-
works system has been completed.
The well was drilled to'a depth of
450 feet and a flow of approximate-
1y 150 gallons per minute was ob-
tained. The water analysis is said
to be very sa.sfactory. !

The system will cost appromgnatq-
ly $27,000, 45 per cent of which is!
an outright grant by the PWA, the|
balance being a loan secured by
water revenue funds. Work on the
50,000 gallon tank and laying of tt}e
water lines will be commenced in

a few days.

|

|

was not favored because: of
cost, although it was cited as :
_auxiliary supply when-needed.
report, prepared after nine months
of surveys, will be submitted by the |
committee to the 'board of gover-
nors of the Chamber
tomorrow.
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“Water,

- Water,

- Everywhere...

By EDGAR B. CHESNUTT

“Water, water, everywhere,

“Nor any drop. te-asias o
~—Thus did Samuel T. Coleridge’s “Ancient
Mariner” describe his plight to the wed-
ding guest, “who was spellbound by the
eye of the seafaring man and constrained
to hear his tale.”

In part, this same situation has just
about come to pass in Arkansas in the
last two years: there is literélly “water,
water, everywhere.”

But instead of being briney, like that
upbn which the “Ancient Mariner” drifted
helplessly about after he so thoughtlessly
shot the albatross, this-abundant Arkansas
water is cool, clear, tasty and healthy. It
is supplied by the 62 new waterworks sys-
tems being constructed with funds ob-
tained through the Public Works Admin-
istration.

Records at the office of Alexander Al-

‘laire, state PWA director, disclosed last

week that up to May 1 allotments totaling
$11,381,549 have been m:ade for waterworks
in the state. This is the third largest
amount of money allotted any of the 48
states by the PWA. California’s allotments
totaled $17,908,197, while the Texas ag-
gregate was $17,831,987. :

The status of the Arkansas projects as
of May 1 was: 18 completed and in opera-
tion, at a total cost of $809,750; 35 more
under construction to cost $10,301,270;
work orders authorized for eight more that
will cost $270,529; allotment for one more
approved and contract to be awarded
within a few weeks.

The Arkansas allotments were made un-
der two separate New Deal set-ups. The
first were under the National Industry
‘Recovery Act of 1933, which provided a 70
per cent loan, and a 30 per cent grant for
labor . and materials, and permitted the
use of persons either on or not on the re-
lief rolls. The other allotments were un-
der the Emergency Relief Administration,
which stipulates that of the 55 per cent

Beauty and utility are em-
hrarad in thic native ctone

MAGAZINE SECTION

Edgar B. Chesnutt, Editor

LITTLE ROCK, SUNDAY, MAY 17, 1936.

Waterworks Systems in Arkansas,
Affording Numerous Benefits.

toan and 45 per ceni grant for the total
cost, 90 per cent of the labor must come

- from the relief rolls. In both instances

hour and wage regulations of the federal
government must be .naintained.

Most of the waterworks systems for
which allotments have been made are new,
although a limited few have been exten-
sions and improvements of existing sys-
tems. The work has called for the digging
of wells, construction of dams and reser-
voirs, erection of storage tanks, filtration
tanks and treatment basins. In addition
to affording employment at a time when
it was direly needed, the projects have
been the means of utilizing construction
equipment which otherwise might have
remained idle with losses to the owners
from depreciation and carrying charges.
Manufacturers of equipment and supplies
likewise have been benefited, and the ac-
tivity of the engineermg and architectural
professions has ‘been greatly bolstered
through the work.

The first new system in the state on
which work was begun was at Junction
City, where ground was broken on July 5,

1934. Although actual work on this project

was completed first, it was at Des Arc that
the first new system was accepted on De-
cember 4, 1934, just eight days ahead of
the pproval at Junction City.

The largest of the waterworks projects
is at Little Rock, . for which slightly more
than $7,000,000 was alloted under the
NIRA. However, since the allotment was
made the city of Little Rock sold bonds
privately for the purchase of the existing
distribution system, leaving the PWA to
furnish only $3,080,000 for construction of
the supply system. Preliminary work on

" this project is well under way, nearly 100
" ‘men being at work now drilling test holes
“‘and clearing the dam site on Alum Fork of
' ‘Saline river. Specifications calls for a
*adily available supply of 20,00,000 galions.

Second in size is the Fort Smith project,

' for which $1,710,000 was allotted. Work on
‘this virtually is completed. Through con-
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More Than $11,000,000 Has Been Set
Aside by the PWA in the Last Two

Years for. Construction of 62

-being used for stor-

®

D/

Slenwood, Pike coun-
ty; a daily supply of
720,000 gallons is
available through the
filtration plant which
ireats water from the
Jaddo river. Mans-
ield, Sebastian coun-
;¥; Pocahontas, Ran-
loiph county:
Charleston, Franklin
county; G reenwood,
Sebastian county, and
Heber Springs, Cle-
ourne county, all uti-
lize streams for a
source of supply.

Two towns impound
water: Prairie Grove,
where the available
daily supply is 288,
000 gallons, and De-
catur, with a 360,
000-gallon daily sup-
ply.

At Alma, Crawford
county, the Fort
Smith source of sup-
ply is utilized, a 30,-
000-gallon steel tank

age. A four-mile pipe

New steel water tanks like these have sprung

line taps the Fort up all over the state in the last two years as the
Smith main at Rudy. PWA has made possible construction of 62 new
The remainder of Waterworks systems in Arkansas. This one is at

the systems use wells, /10 Rock.
some deep, others shallow, and a few ar-
tesian in nature.

The 62 new waterworks systems embraée
1,489,872 linear feet of pipe, the equivalent
of 282.2 miles of pipe.

Naturally, a majority of those affected,
either directly or indirectly, by the new
systems, consider the increased conven-
ience they offer the most beneficial factor.
There is no way to tell exactly how many
steps are saved—not ‘every day but every
minute—by the elimination of wells, pumps,
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of these cities, water supplies were ob-
tained from shallow wells, practically all
of which received either continuous or in-
termitten contamination which rendered
the water not only unsafe but unpalatable
for ‘drinking purposes. The use of unsafe
private supplies results in high morbidity
and mortality rates for water-borne dis-
eases, and it can, therefore, be safely pre-
dicted that in those communities where
safe water supplies have been provided

there will follow a marked reduction in
cinknpes
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’ This view of the damsite for the
] proposed -Alum Fork reservoir, which
will provide the city’s new water sup-
| ply through a 32.4 mile pipeline, wasi
| made looking north from a plane of |
| the '154th Observation Squadron, Ar-l
! kansas National Guard.

In the foreground is Alum Fork of
Saline river. The cleared space in the
center shows the progress made in

|

because of overflow from the reserveir.

| return tomorrow from Kansas City with
clearing the damsite. The dotted white | preliminary plans for the dam. Louis

line indicates the ' center line of the
dam. The tiny dots in the clearing are
test pits and the smoke is from burning
brush piles. To the right is the road

leading to the Reform CCC camp, sev-
eral miles of which must be relocated

Marion L. Crist, project engineer, will

C. Hill, consulting engineer of Los An- to submit more accurate bids at a sav-
geles, who arrived last week, will can- |ing to the city on construction costs.

y sdari After being reviewed by Mr. Hill
vass the plans with Mr. Crist and other plans for the dam. will be submitted. to

members of the Burns & McDonnell | the PWA for approval. Estimated cost
firm. 3 of the dam is $1,200,000.

In company with Engineer Earl J. Advertisements for bids for construc-
Thompson, Mr. Hill visited the damsite | tion of the $1,800,000 pipeline probably
yesterday, and expressed pleasure over | will be published this week and bids
the progress of clearing, which he said | will be opened June 16. Construction is
would make it possible for contractors | expected to start about July 1.

WATER ENGINEER
LUNCHEON GUEST |

Prior to his departure yesterday after-
noon, Louis C. Hill of Los Angeles, con-
sulting engineer for the city’s $3,080,000
water supply project was guest of honor !
at a luncheon at the Albert Pike hotel,
at which the new water supply was dis-
| cussed. After giving final approval to
| plans for the 32.4-mile pipeline estimat-
| ed to cost $1,800,000 and reviewing plans
| for the dam and reservoir on Alum Fork
| of Saline river, Mr. Hill left at 2:30 p.
m. en route to Los Angeles.

Guests at the luncheon included:
Mayor Overman, Marion L. Crist, Ches~
ter A. Smith, and Russell Kincaid of the
Burns and McDonnell engineering firm;
Dr. George E. Branner, state geologist;
H. T. (“Will”) . Terry, member of the
Board of Public Affairs; and Henry .
Tucker, past president, and Arthur Phil-
lips of the Little Rock Chamber of Com~
merce; and Herbert L. Thomas, presi-
dent of the Pyramid Life Insurance
Company.

Plans for.the dam will not be ready
for submission to the state PWA office
for several weeks, but Mr. Hill expressed
pleasure over laboratory reports which
indicate that materials for the dam can
be obtained within a short distance of
the proposed site, eliminating expensive
| hauling.

Alum Fork is said to flow as much
as 50,000 cubic feet of water per second
during the flood season.

“At that rate in 40 minutes a whole
year’s supply for the city would flow
into the reservoir,” Engineer Crist said.
“It is these flood flows which will be
stored and used by the city. The dry
weather flows are negligable and are
not considered in estimating the capac-
ity of the supply.”

During the past 50 years the lowest
annual rainfall on record was approxi-
mately 30 inches. The city’s present
annual usage of water is 2,200,000,000
gallons and once the reservoir is filled
the supply would be adequate for the
city’s present needs through seven suc-
ceisj.ive years of minimum rainfall, he
said.

Foresees $164,000 Saving
Annually in Soap Bill.

Soft water from the reservolr will be
& boon to housewives. Mr. Crist esti-
mated that the saving to Little Rock
housewives and other water users will
be about $164,000 annually, or enough
to pay six months’ Interest on the total
bonds issued for purchase of the Arkan-
saw Water Company’s properties and
construction of the new supply.

Alum Fork water has a hardness of
15 parts per million compared to 150
parts per million which is the average
hardness of the present water supply.

“It is estimated that the average

Alum Fork

Declared
Adequate

y = 14
"/ VO ~ 3.

The fact that Alum Fork of Saline
river at times recently ceased to flow
because of the extended summer drouth
should not raise doubts that the stream
will prove a sufficient source of water
for Little Rock, Marion L. Crist, proj-
ect engineer for the $3,080,000 water
supply project, said yesterday, |

The city will depend on spring floods |
for its water supply, he said in a report
compiled yesterday at the request of
Mayor Overman and the Gazette. The
proposed water supply reservoir will
have a storage capacity of 14,000,000,000
gallons. The average run-off for the 43
square miles comprising the drainage
area tributary to the dam, on the basis |
of an annual average rainfall of 48 |
inches is 17.57 inches or equal to 14,-

000,000,000 gallons, the capacity of
the reservoir. i :

family in Little Rock softens about
1,800 gallons of water annually with
soap, in the laundry, kitchen and bath,
using approzimately 100 pounds of soap
per year just to get the present water
soft enough for soap to be effective,”
Engineer Crist said.

With soap at 10 cents per pound, he
estimated that the average family
annually uses $10 worth of soap, which
will be saved when the new supply of
water is available,

“The whole city in a year uses $164,-
000 worth of soap that will be saved,”
he added.

Officials Have

Picnic At
Reservoir Site

[w) al -
iy) a}\,x"'f]‘/\{/rs;_.. A r/) D0
A group of picnickers .ate lunch yes-
terday on a spot that will be under 100
feet of water before many months pass. |

That spot will be part of a lake bed— mismated shoes and aided his ailing

| ; member with a stout cane.
| the bottom of the lake that will serve Besides Mayor Overman, unofficial

as reservoir of the city’s new water hosts were H. T. (“Will”) Terry and H.
supply. C. Daugherty of the Board of Public
The picnickers were Mayor Overman, Affairs and Aldermen Jack Pickens,

4 i George Wherry and Dan Sprick of the
a‘ ‘ﬁ’ 'S .
members of the City Council and the | City Council's sbts Photest. it

of the Public Works Administration, '
the agency that made possible Little | council, State PWA Director Alexander
| Rock’s purchase of a distribution sys- | Allaire, members of his staff and

Board of Public Affairs, representatives% tee, aided by other members of the -

in the project.
The occasion- was dedication of the

river in Saline county. It was one ded-

tem and construction of reservoir and | delegations from the Little Rock Cham-
pipeline, and other persons interested | ber of Commerce and from Saline coun-

ty were guests.
Ground Breken for Sewer Job.

damsite, on Alum. Fork of the Saline There was an episode of dedicatory

nature before the party left the city.

ication in a million. There wasn’t & | It was at the foot of East Seventeenth

speech of any description. street, where ground was to be broken
“This .is_going to be one ceremony | for the start of the $1,640,000 sewer im-
where everybody enjoys himself,” the | provement program.
mayor announced as the caravan of of- | The ground-breaking was delayed a
ficials and business men prepared %o | bit while Hugh R. Carter and Frank A.
leave the city hall. And it turned out || Pritchett, eng.i...s, scouted for a
just that way. shovel that the mayor and other offi-
Dam Location Viewed. cers might use. Steam shovels and
There were about 50 persons in the || graglines were under foot everywhere,
party, which reached the damsite via | put they wouldn’t do. Finally two hand
Highways 70 and 9, shunning Highway | shovels were located, and the earth was
10 with its loose gravel. They parked | turned at the designated place—with-
their cars in a clearing bordering the || oyt oratory. .

road to the CCC camp _nearby a.nd[ It is expected that construction on
viewed'. the . damsite from ' its ejastern '| four major sections of the sewer proj-
extremity. ect will start Monday. Several hundred

A cleared space running down the men will be hired through the federal
bluff and stretching across the valley Re-employment Service,
to a bluff on'the western side, marked
the ‘ground dimensions of the huge
structure which will be 2,600 feet or
nearly a half mile in length and rise
115 feet from the floor of the valley.
. Hundreds of mounds of dirt, marking
the location of test .pits, were pointed
out by Marion L. Crist, project engi-
neer, who explained that 1,500,000 cubic
yards of dirt will be needed for the
earth dam. 5
i Plans for the dam’ will be completed
! about July 1 and barring unexpected
delays contract will be awarded about
August 1. Bids for building the 32.4- |
mile pipeline connecting the reservoir |
with the city, will be opened here June -}
16. -
Timber will be cut from the wvalley
and its bording slopes and the complet-
ed dam will imprison a lake of 14,000,000, |
000 gallons of water over an area of 1.9 |
square miles. A spillway on the east |
side of the dam will take care of the
overflow, diverting it through Spillway
canyon and back into Alum Fork of the |
Saline  river, {
Gout Handicaps One. [
Yes, it was a fine dedication and |
| everybody enjoyed it—even Alderman |
Henry G. Leiser, who made the trip
despite an attack of gout. He sore |
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~ Throwing up an earth dam to turn
a stteara into_a lake may look, off-
“hand, like a simple job. But there’s
stly more in it than meets the
ual eye. That is, there’s more in
wadays. Formerly-—until just a
years back—such dams were
t without much scientific detec-
tive work. Engineers  figured. out
the dimensions required to hold
‘against the amount of water im-
pounded, the soil was scraped and
‘derricked and tamped into place,
- and was about all the job
~ meant,

- Sometimes, however, dams con-
Yip'tructed in that way gave trouble.
They settled and were weakened by

. too much water soaking into them,

d occasionally one was washed
ut with a huge foaming roar as the
lake behind it raged through the

to Be Under Way
& q
Research Extends From Effects

~ Of Drouth to Savings for
~ (ities on Soap Bills

57 : By WILLIAM JOHNSON. Y
. Some time early in 1938 the water faucets of Little Rock are going
) be hitched up to rain clouds, giving Mr. and Mrs. Local Citizen the
advantages and pleasure afforded by soft water.

water system for the Capital City will mean.
the Alum Fork of the Saline river will be impounded with a dam into |
i . A huge pipe, 32 and nearly oneshalf miles long,
carry the stored clold moisture into the city and its homes, bus-
é s. And there you are—or rather, there you will
oe when the equipment is finished—enjoying a kind of miracle. You will
] on a faucet and out of it will come clear, bright aqua pura that, a
w weel s k e, was floating around in “the red lightning.”
"JMganWhlle, a lot of scientific dexterity is going into the achievement of
that feat. Engineers have figured and drawn stacks of plans and made
ratory tests as intricate as a pathologist’s search for a microbe.
- still this expert calculation goes on, with test tubes, levels,
pnﬂt;;ms and other aids to the engineer in imposing hum
3 W: plan. You will enjoy a glimpse of the modern magic that is thus
~ o tie your household water system into February downpours and April

=YD~ YA3h

That is what the new:
Rain water collected by

And
slide rules,
an ideas on

| carrying the flow over the walls. A

ja little ‘ravine, against the side of.

lin their snap-shot albums.

the downstream face. In fact, the
absorbtion will be so slow that to
all intents and purposes the dam
will be just as moisture-proof as if
it were concrete.”
Construction Begins Soon.

The constructioh work is expected
to begin in a couple of weeks. A
contract for the dam at a price of
$021,726.05 was awarded, under com-
‘petitive bidding, to the L. O. Bray-
ton Company of Dyersburg, Tenn,
and is waiting WPA approval. May-
or Overman pointed out that a num-
ber of the bids were very far apart.
That indicated, he said, that the soil
tests had effected a saving, by show-
ing contractors the exact conditions
they would meet. They were thus
able to figure their costs closely, he
explained, without adding varying

vl FREE SCHOOLBOOKS.

. All Angles of Project Studied in Light of Si__ st ki smep susement ot e

nasal. several facts should
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wheel and generator, it will afford
another attraction to visitors.

The multitude of details prelim. °
inary to an undertaking such as the
city’s new water supply represents,
have both been got pretty well in
hand. The land at the dam-site and
most of the right-of-way are ac-
quired. The contract for the pipe
line was let last June to the Lock
Joint Pipe Company of Ampere, N.
. J., for $1,561,682.72. = Construction

been designed. And right away a de-
fect was uncovered. It was reveal-
ed that the water washing through
the spillway would break *into
waves 17 feet high, with a force

little change in the curvature of the
walls corrected this flaw.

The spillway, shaped somewhat
like a milk bottle, with the wide end
in the lake, will be of concrete,
built on a natural saddle at the east

end of the dam. It will be 309feetyiof the dam will soon begin—bring-

‘ing. in_sight the time when your

wide at the lake inlet, narrowing Y > )
toward the outlet and 800 feet long. Kitefai%ucclit‘fdgm be hitched up to

This escape will discharge 30,00 o

cubic feet of water per second, 'Mr."

Crist said, a volume which affords |
Issued For

a safe margin above any demand
it is likely ever to meet. The over-
)
19/1936

flow water will be discharged into

a young mountain, at a velocity of
70 feet per second, and is going to
make a pretty sight which will im-
press visitors. and cause them to
take pictures of it to be preserved
A Dbig
hole will be washed out where the
water falls, forming a deep pool, as
the overflow lashes into the moun-
tainside and foams away down the
ravine to the channel of the Alum
Fork below the dam, Mr. Crist de-
picted.

Water for the Twin Cities will' be
taken from the lake at a deep point
out from the spillway. There a
chimney-like tower of octagonal-
shape will be erected from the lake
bed, 24 and one-half feet across, and
rising above the water to a small
sort of rock house on its top. This
tower will have four water intakes
at different depths, with control ma-
chinery allowing water to be taken
through any one, -closing the
others, into the central chamber
of the structure. From the central
chamber the water will flow out
through a 48-inch supply pipe to the
Twin Cities 32 and nearly one-half
miles away.

Where Best Water Found.
The reason for those four intakes

Re’“lsg

A work order for construction of a
dam on Alum Fork of Saline river cre-
ating the city’s proposed water supply

Brayton Company of Dyersburg, Tenn.,
| by Marion L. Crist, project engineer for
Burns & McDonnell, following a meet-
ing of the Board of Public Affairs with
the City Council Water Committee. C.
B. Ford, member of the Brayton firm,
said equipment was en route from

nary work will be started next week.

cials and the National Re-employment
Service, labor will be requisitioned on
the basis of 65 per cent from Pulaski

and 25 per cent from Saline county. A
labor camp will be constructed at the
damsite to house workers who will not
be able to return to their homes night-

der

reservoir was issued yesterday to L. O. |

county, 10 per cent from Perry county:

i
{

Louisiana and Eastern points. Prelimi-

Through agreement with county offi-

sums to take care of unknown diffi-| at varying heights in the tower, Mr.
culties the job might present. . Crist explained, is that the best

The first step in the project will water is found at different depths
be to build a diversion channel | as the seasons change. In summer,
around the dam site to carry the | he said, the water near the bottom
flow of Saline Fork. Then, when the | will have the highest quality, be-
water has been pumped out of the cause during the warm months mi-
stream bed and the surface soil re- croscopic growths—“infusoria”—oc-

_erumbling barrier. The water sup-
y was suddenly gone, and maybe
thundering escape visited disas-
ter on people living along the
stream course below the dam.

Nothing like that is going to hap-
n with the dam Little Rock is
. building on the Alum fork of the

ly. A caretaker’s house will be one of
the first items undertaken, and Mr.
Ford indicated that the ‘house along
with other units might be turned over
to a sub-contractor.

The board exccuted a contract with
M. E. Gillioz Inc. of Monett, Mo., for

. Saline, declared M. L. Crist, man-
: ineer of the project. He
hen explained why. Quite recently
the Los Angeles bureau of water
;zﬁpply'evdlv.ed a laboratory meth-
od of testing soils to find how much
they would settle under the weight
of a dam and their rate of absorbing
water. That method, adopted by the
U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, is be-
_ing used on the Alum Fork dam. It
_ enables the engineers to steer
around every structural fault, :
: ﬁlithin a radius of about a mile
from the damsite, 989 pits have
~ been dug and the soil taken out and
‘tested. Some 25 kinds of earth were
‘put through the laboratory examina-
2\ . This consisted in packing the
'soil in cylinder under varying de-
_grees of compression and with dif-
ferent percentages of moisture, and
“measuring the effects. Another fea-
" ture of the test was to force water
through the samples to determine

8

their resistance. ply Little Rock with water, de-||a city water supply. Bacteriologists
Secret of Building Dam. | pends on the rainfall, he continued— || test it for microbes. Geologists ex-
_ The heaviest load on the dam will| possibly by April, 1938, if the winter || amine it for hardness and  other

seven tons per square foot, Mr.|rains are heavy, but perhaps not||characteristics related to mineral

be
éﬂit said, and the engineers wanted
endure that pressure. They also
mfg:t to learn the precise moisture
content at which the earth would
pack firmest. That point, the en-
m declared, is the big secret of
iructing a solid earth dam. The
_ soil must be neither too dry nor too
 wet, or it can’t be pressed down as
compactly as is required, he ex-
plained. ; L
“When construction work starts,
‘Mr. Crist asserted, “we’ll move our
Jlaboratory out to the site and keep
Y se check on the vital moisture
‘content of all the earth that goes
into the dam.” i ;
- An important discovery was’' made
when the engineers got into their
‘Sherlock-Holmes study of the earth
ymples. They found that the soil
g "ao‘dam site would settle as
much as two feet under the weight
‘of the 1,500,000 cubic yards of earth
‘the structure will require. But for-
tunately there is dplenty of denser
‘earth near at hand. So the soil
laced on the site by Nature, who
contemplatin, any dam
will be scooped out to the
{ laced with earth that
spended on to hold back a
000-gallon lake,
pilt in that way,” said Mr.
‘the dam will be one-third
olid than the native hills sur-
ng it. The selected soil put
stru will have greater

han it in its nat-

e this soil no

now that the earth used would|

moved down to the rock, the dam
will be laid in eight-inch layers of
earth. :
Each layer, tested for moisture and
sprinkled if too dry, will be gone
over eight times with a heavy roll-
er of special design, called a
“sheep’s foot” roller, Mr. Crist told
our informant. This implement
as projections suggesting hoofs on
the cylinder. So, while the wegiht
of the rollar firms the soil, the
“feet” leave the surface rough and
a, little loose. This gives a better
union with the next layer added.
And thus, layer by layer put
down under the engineer’s hawk-
eyed watchfulness, the dam, 2,800
feet long and 650 feet wide at the
base, will rise to its height of 115
feet at the deepest point in the
valley. It will probably be finish-
ed, Mayor Overman said, around
December 1, 1937. How soon there-
after the lake it is to form will sup-

till May or June if they are light.

When the lake is filled it will have
a depth of 100 feet at the spillway
on the east end of the dam before
the water starts over that avenue
of discharge. The lake will then be
about four miles long and have a
surface area of some two square
miles. One year of normal precipi-
tation, which is 48 inches, will fill
the lake to its 14,000,000,000~gal-
lon capacity, according to Mr. Crist. ;
That is enough water, he said, to
supply the Twin Cities at their !
present rate of consumption for
nearly five years, allowing also for
evaporation. He added:

“The safe net yield of the Alum
Fork watershed with the storage to
be provided, considering even the
dryest years such as we are now ex-
periencing, is about 10,000,000,000
gallons annually, and Little Rock
and North Little Rock now use ap-
proximately 2,250,000,000 gallons an-
nually. So th® lake will afford suffi-
cient water for a city four times the
size .of Greater Little Rock today.”

‘Importance of Spillway.

It appears that in a wet time a
considerable volume of water will
be going over the spillway. Having
that release adequate to its purpose
is a most important matter, Mr. Crist
pointed out. The very life of an
earth dam hangs on the spillwa
functioning as it should, he delared.
. “For,” the engineer explained, if
water starts over an earth dam, be-
cause of the spillway failing to dis-
charge a surplus, it will quickly cut

a channel and the result may b 'di?-. 1

astrous.”

- make of sa :
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cur in the sun-heated surface. In
winter these growths settle toward
| the bottom, and the purest water is
then near the top. _

They think of everything, these
scientific lads who serve us nowa-
days. It’s mighty different from
what it was years ago. When Grand-
dad required a water supply he
merely dug a hole in the ground, !
or maybe drilled one in the rock,
and if none of the family got ty-
phoid fever, why, that proved the
water was okeh. There was no
science in granddads’ method. The
closest approach to it was, per-
haps, that he engaged a water
“witch” to walk over the ground
with a forked twig and locate the
likeliest spot to dig or drill. And
even in getting water for a city the
procedure employed in Granddad’s
time wasn’t much more scientific
than that used on his own well,

Today, it makes you a little dizzy
to look into all the preparations for

relocation of a CCC road at the pro-
posed reservoir site at a cost of $39.-
000. The contract was submitted to the
state PWA office with a request for
authorization to issue a work order.

A financial statement of the $3,500,-
000 water supply project showing a
cash balance on hand of $1,185,024.91
was submitted by Chase & Gaunt, certi-
fied public accountants. Cash receipts
for the project, from the sale of the
first block of bonds and PWA grants,
totaled $1,347.500. il

content, and scrutinize and measure
the source-basin for every possible
advantage or disadvantage. Pre-
cipitation records for decades back
are looked into, and consumption
curves are plotted for a century
ahead. Engineers go over the site
with all the zeal of a miser hunting
for a lost gold piece. The whole
business is explored and studied and
mapped and charted from the clouds
that will furnish the water to its
uttermost quality when it splashes
out of the faucet into use. For ine
stance, on the latter score we're told
that the new soft water in prospect
will save Little Rock nearly $200,00¢
a year on soap.

And there it may be well to men-
tfion one point about which some
apparently erroneous ideas have
got around. You may have heard it
said that the Alum Fork water will
dissolve the incrustation off the city
mains and pipes. Mr. Crist assert-
ed it won’t, It will not deposit any
more crust—that is all. The engi-
neer added that another matter had
to be taken into consideration, how=
ever. That was the danger of the
soft water seriously corroding metal
pipes. To prevent this, he explain.
ed, the water will be treated to
harden it a trifle.

The dam on Alum Fork will have
a picturesque feature in a little
‘water wheel which will generate
electricity for use at the site. No
current is available there, and the
.engineers figured they would as
well provide some with the small

ow of water that will be allowed
the




65 from the Missouri line to Littie Rock
and from Harrison tc Lead Hill over
Highway 45. The application was denledj

several weeks ago.

Roy Smith of Russellville was author-
ized to operate a motor freight line over
Highways 64, 65, 67 and 70. g
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il - This photograph was'made from an airplane by Capt. George Adams of the 154th Observation Squad-
~ ron, Arkansas National Guard, while he was acting mayor last week. The picture shows Alum Fork of

- Saline river and the dam site at which work is under way. The lake from which Little Rock will get its

‘water will be in the area at the extreme left. The cleared space to the right outlines:the base of the

e u'*-nda,m.

“

s for a six-hour 150-mile au-
= ip from Little Rock into Oua-
- intains, including a vist to the
~@le Rock’s new municipal water
um Fork of the Saline river
ney were written by John E.

intenance supervisor for the

ton promises ‘“varied and
cenery that will make you
"’ and ask your companions
jody hasn’t told you about it
_'om here on it is his story.
ttle Rock, or any place, in
ve at the junction of High-
d 70, between Benton and
s, not later than noon. Then
- No. 9, the famous ‘roller
Bd about 14 miles until you
. sign reading, “Camp Jeff
;h an arrow pointing west
‘road,
ut here you see first signs
* construction that is to bring
f Alum Fork to Little Rock.
road westa few miles and
to Reform.
further on is the construction
udquarters and camp, just
will soon be.a busy little
‘doesn’t get a thrill from
: I,n}! noise and newness of ‘a
camp?
camp and turn left to the
- which will rest the left
Park, walk to the
down into the valley.
rea around you and at
the valley marks the base
Way across the valley is
across it machines are

2
iob on projects like this.

ersion channel, always -
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Suggested route for auto trip

in Ouachita National Forest. -

Continue west along the same road
toward Highway 7. You'll see occasion-
al signs erected by the Forest Service,
giving the mileage.

Soon, if you are watching closely
enough, and you must do that, you'll
see another forest sign pointing to the
right. It reads “Oak Mountain Tower
2. 1-4 Miles” and just about here you
really begin to get into the Ouachita
mountains. }

-After you've climbed the toWer and
registered in the visitors’ register climb
back down, get in your car and go
right on and out the other side of the

““yard.” ©Follow the main road until

you come to a junction with another
road, where you'll find a sign pointing
back where you were that reads “Oak
Mountain Tower, Eix Miles.”

Turn right and follow this road until
you come to a fork to the right. There
are two signs here—“Flatside Pinnacle”
and “North Fork Tower.” You'll stop
at Flatside Pinnacle'and look, Then on
to Notth Fork Tower. This is nominat-
ed the prettiest spot on the trip.

To the north you can see Petit Jean
and farther west Mt. Nebo. If the day
is clear away off yonder in the north-

‘'west Mt. Magazine shows. up.

Back down the road again, turn left

at the first turn and. follow the- signs |

that say “Highway 9.” Soon you come
to it. Two signs are here marking the
boundary between two Highway Depart-
ment maintenance districts.

Turn left, three miles to junction with
Highway 10. Turn right here for Lit-

tle Rock, 35 miles away
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