Thirty-two Counties Are

N oW in the Area Once Embraced in Lawrence County.
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Buildings Are Well Preserved Today.
By JosephlG. Taylor

; Many Earl X

. SR
. aRidge | cARROL

L FULTON RANDOLPH CLAY
1 BBE';‘H% nhl]lz B‘OONE BAXTER L pavrisocite] '
. :/’//’ “",_”__11 . e )
FaYifPOVINQ MAD[SON NEWTON SEARCY Wlu,-e ;/L,A”,'@ Tl Jonesboro ¥ MISSISS‘pPI
y VASHINGTON STONE  (INDERENDENCE = N
e K CRAIGHEAD B%
. ] ’ Q
CRAWFO : VAN BUREN T Harrisburg <
\ Lin| JOHNSON B k A
\ I o ‘POPE — e [CLEBURNE JACKSON | POINSETTH®
: Van U FNS,' . " CROSS
Smith LOGAN W > ¢arcnd Kenselt asis” CRI’)TI-ITrsE
mi
'ISEBASTIAN ~ Rl WHITE __)WOODRUFF
’ YELL o Nt ST FRANCIS
: PERRY R PRAIRIE
Litfle I onoke MON
' S LOTT RO |i R ROE LEE
! 2

—Gazette Staff Photo.

Representative J. L. Erwin of  Mec-
Gehee, Desha county, in H. B. No. 80
now pending before the 1939 House, pro-
poses to -annex to Desha about six
| square miles of Chicot county, to equal-
ize things as the result of a slice ot
Desha being added to Chicot during t.hel
administration of the late Harvey Par-
nell. He proposes to extend the Desha-
Chicot boundary on the south straight
across at the southeast corner of Desha,‘

as Sh(iw-l'l in th; sottieg line. tte
Desha Seeks

To Add Part
Of Chicot

£n The historic county of Desha is €x- |
—Jpected to take to the floor of the

oy

¢

Lawrence county was taken from
New Madrid county, Missouri Terri-
tory, by the Missouri legislature, which
met January 15, 1815, in St. Louis, then
‘the seat of government. The part of
“New Madrid county not included in
Lawrence county on the east, is now the
counties in Missouri just east of Clay
and Greene counties in Arkansas, and
.all_of Mississippi anda Crittenden, and
‘the.eastern parts of Craighead, Critten-
den dnd Cross counties, in Arkansas.
On the west the part nét included is
‘now the western parts of Benton,
Washington andsCrawford counties,

C. L. Freeman'’s history of Lawrence
county, published in 1900, says the orig-
inal eastern boundary of the county
was the St.* Francis river, east of
Wynne, Jonesboro, Paragould and Pig-
gott. The northern boundary was a lit-
tle north and Almost the entire length
of the line which now separates Arkan-
sas from Missouri. The western boun-
dary was the range line that separates
Ranges 30 and 31, and crosses the state
line near Pea Ridge, and, running
south, passes a little west of Benton-
ville and Fayetteville and a little east
of Van Buren, crossing the Arkansas
river about 10 miles east of Fort Smith,
then down the river to ‘the neighbor-
hood of Dardanelle, there intersecting
the township line separating Townships
6 and 7, which was the northern boun-
dary of Arkansas county, then follow-
ing the township line east with slight
‘variation, crossing White river at the
mouth of Little Red river, to the St.
Francis river, place of beginning.

The average length of the county
from east to west was 250 miles, and
the average width from north to south
was 90 miles. Thirty-two counties are
now in the same area. .

The sheriff and collector of the first
county was required to give bond in
double the amount of revenue to be

collected. Having the vast territory de-

scribed from which to gather taxes,

James Campbell, Lawrence county’s

first sheriff, made bond of $150. The
bond is still in the vault at the court-
house at Powhatan. E
v The writer served four- years as
treasurer of Lawrence county (1898 to |
1902) and from November, 1904, to De-

' border embraces the original Lawrence county.
ey tted diagonal line shows route of .race run on
Gazette l&3-3%"\ san

/

cember, 1907, as chief . deputy circuit
clerk and recorder under the late J. N.
Childers. If Mr. Campbell was success-
ful in collecting. the full amount as-
sessed, he was burdened with the re-
Sponsibility of the then enormous sum
of $75 in cash. There was not a bank,
vault, or safe closer than St. Louis.
Nor was there any other place in which
to deposit the cash more secure than a
buckskin sack. But the duties and, of
course, the emoluments of the office
must have grown rapidly during the
next 10 years, for when John Hardin,
who, in 1819, succeeded James Camp-
bell, died in office in 1825, J. M. Kuy-
kendall and another party ran a race
on horseback from Old Davidsonville,
then the county seat, to Little Rock,
about 159 miles, to get the appointment
to the office. Kuykendall, having the
faster horse, arrived at the capital first
and got the appointment. He held the
office until 1836.

The first court held in Lawrence
county was in the house of Solomon
Hewett in 1815. The house is in Ran-
dolph county, about a half mile north
of Spring river, and about two miles
above the bridge across Spring river at
the mouth of Eleven Points river. The
ground on which the house is located
is one of the most beautiful sites on
Spring river; many large walnut and
locust trees stand, or stood in 1900,
near the house and, everything about
the premises shows, or showed in 1900,
great age. There is a fine spring near
the house. The house is a single room
two-story log building. The court con-
vened on the lower floor and the Grand
Jury met in the room above. People
gathered here and camped about this
house and spring and under the shade
of these fine trees, from Van Buren,
Fort Smith, Red river and North Fork
of White river from the west and south-
west, and from Crowley’s Ridge on
the east, to serve as officers and jurors
of and witnesses before the court. The
first case on the docket to come before
the court was a “hog trial.” I do not
remember whether it was a ecivil suit
or criminal case. The first deed on rec-
ord (1815) conveys 120 acres in Town-
ship 15 north and Range 8 ‘west on Laf-

ferty creek in the southwest corner of

Wwhat is now Izard county, about two

The small shaded area in the upper right is the present Lawrence county that has bsen waiting too long to ke

horseback for appointment us second sheriff of county.

miles from where the creek flows into the pioneelz’s wild turkeys, deerz k:)al.r |a
White river. The viilage of Anderson meat and other game. The story is

House this week, probably, a matter

attended — the question of taking back
from Chicot county what is Desha’s,
bout six sections of land,

Bill for the measure, H. B. No. 80,
presented by J. L. Edwin of McGehee,

is located on the land. The deed con- that soon after the Kansas City, Fort g1, was known as “Bull” Erwin at the |
is loc ’ -

veys a mill site, some cattle (giving
their ages, ear marks and color) and

i i i lley, one of
“ hog claim both county up Spring river va. G
v e reirat A the pioneers went to the railroad track

marked and unmarked.”

. oden, an
The pioneers first settled the valleys between Black Rocke :ng‘:il:b o
of the county along the small rivers flagged a passeng .

flowing from the northwest to the
southeast into Black river. They were
known and designated by the territorial
government at St. Louis as “settle-
ments,”
for the
Valley,”
River- Valley,” the “lower” or “upper”
White River Valley, etc. Although these
valley “settlements” were from 20 to
30 miles apart, the pioneers neighbored
with one another, and continued the
custom up until the time Arkansas be-
came a state. They invited one another
to their various workings—house-rais-
ings, crib-raisings, log-rollings, rail-
maulings, and of course the quilting
for the women folks, and the dances
for all at night. My father said it took
a man a day to ride over to the neigh-
boring valley “settlement,” a day to in-
vite the neighbors to the working, and
a*day to return home. Then, at the ap-
pointed time, it took the invited work-
ers a day to ride to the valley “settle-
ment” of the working, and a day for
' the working and, after the dance at
night, a day to return home (if they
were able to travel home the next day).
Corn shucking and cotton pickings
were confined mostly to the local “set-
tlement” and were usually at night.
Cotton pickings were held at night. Not
such as can be remembered by any of
us now living, but cotton pickings of
the early territorial days in Arkansas
were something different. To prepare
for a cotton picking of that day, the
owner picked the cotton from the field
or patch and invited the neighbors in at
night to help pick the cottonseed from
the lint. Cotton at that time was raised
principally for home use.

From the time of the coming of the
steamboats until the building of the
railroads, the pioneer hunters could
take their kill to the river, hail a steam-
boat, and the captan would land his

7

Scott and Memphis railroad, n
Frisco, was built through La

ow the University of Arkansas, where l}is six |
wrence feet odd inches towered above lines of |

opposing tootball teams on fall Satur-g
day afternoons, asks simply that:

“The boundary line between the
d counties of Chicot and Desha be and
is hereby changed” so that all of
Township 13 South, Range One West,

i i d d from Chicot county and
ductor stopped the train, alighted and e getached fro
inquired the meaning of the signal. The attached and added to Desha.

pioneer asked him if he wanted to buy
a pair of deer hams. The conductor was

As representative Erwin explained the
matter to reporters, the bill would just
permit Desha to regain its stature,

somewhat vexed. But not many con- part of which was lost in the adminis-

and officials were appointed ductors of the present would disdain
“Settlement of Spring River the opportunity to purchase a pair of
“Settlement of . Strawberry deer hams should it present itself.

tretion of the late Harvey Parnell.
During those trying times, Representa-
tive Erwin said, the county of Chicot
sliced - a strip off the scuth edge of
Desha county.

Mr. Erwin proposes to take it back,
by tacking a piece of land jutting up
into Desha county into the county to
the north, The accompanying drawing
shows where the operation would be
performed.
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| _Hot spr 19.—Citizens of
- || Garland county will C
; ke /from this county four town-

y Representative Fred Jones

. Ida and Senator James H.

 of Hope, it was said by Coun
ze T. Housley.

Replying to charges that
took ville,

unty ::az:ie e
s 7)%;1'!“"

said the people of those four 5

were heartily in favor of coming into |

Garland county, and still want to re- |

main 1;1‘;‘1!1& eountg” ; da :

arland county  spent some $30,-

n roads other improvements

and Roy L. in the four townships during
proposed that 20 years,” the judge said. “It is not
fault that Montgomery county has T
!:;; hiti_;.seltdmto_ S0 seroius a f
plight, and there is no reason why we
should lose the valuable -
we have made in those
| “The dam site never

unty to annex| g,
dam will| gomery

counties, with Gar

-~ improvements

“for a few days to present
o the Board of Governors,

ty. He said nmwth‘:ozrtﬁnu ‘
cluded 78 sections amounting to 49,42

acres. On a five-mill assessment, Mon!

county would realize only $33.70, eral elec

Ty [ |
‘g?emdce pointed out, “and it ~cost ha

you more than $200 to transfer the cations of

records. This
talking about/”

be added, and that, even though
i the revenue were small, every little bit
| would aid Montgomery in solving its

5 ousley invited Montgomery
county to come into Garland. The sug-
~ gestion was seconded by Mack Wilson,
~ county collector, who said: “Then your
troubles would be our troubles.”
i Judge Witt for Peace.
Circuit Judge Earl Witt, born and
reared in Montgomery county, reviewed
1e history of the fight between Wom-
Mount Ida several years ago to
hange the county seat from the lat-
town to Womble. He said the an-
ation measure was a result of that

included Representative ~ Jones,
who recently introduced a substitute
bill and withdrew his original one;
County Judge Harvey Shaw, County
Clerk Amos Horn, Arthur Standridge,

’Mﬁm is not worth voters.



