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~ GOLD AT ROGERS
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L . Smeltei‘-. ’ Will Be-Placed in
~ Operation in East End
- of City.
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the Gazette. i
spi%‘l)ag{e:'(s’, .};n..aZZT.-—A five-ton smelter,
will be unloaded this week at the
Wright & Palm gold mining plant in

| ST e SRRl - AR
Eﬁar_ters« of matrix sent to a Denver

‘| partner is a business man of Stutt- 4

-

ssayer came back 44-13-100 ounces |sho
old and .309-0-109 ounces. silver te is s

the ‘ton. " - !}-en:

The ccm'pany has several leases in r::la‘.)t
that part of town.  The plant is on Yors
the Monte Ne road and the laboratory s
s in an old house. A sum said to be e

around $25,000 ha% bene spent in _’déi‘ y
velopment ork, leases and machin =
ery. Mr. Wright, manager, says that Fove
three times that sum will be spent|
if the results justify. Wright is an]
0ld miner from Oklahoma and his

gart., The Jleases were obtained and :

work begun about:three' months ago. :’;i

i

the east limits of Rogers. Already a.
' crusher, two 'pairs of rolls,” a dryer
and other machinery i :
ground and in working order. The

are on - the!

owners say that a pound ax}d th_ree‘

Report Gold Found in
Benton Couy{t}&Clay

St. Joe, Jan. ]9.——((peclal,) old
excitement 1n a mild degree is being
‘pxperienced in . Benton county. The:
United Metals Company of Rogers is
putting down several test holes on the

J. J. Britt farm east of Bentonville.

The test holes range in d('-pth from
40 to 60 feet. The gold is in the red
clay and it is claimed that a great
deal of the red e¢lay in the section

will assay from $5 to $16.50 a ton.'

The company has & process, it is
said, that will extract the fine par-
“ticles of gold from the clay at a cost
of $4.50 a ton.

Gold, Silver
Reported in
()zar_lg_l}egion

Formation of Northwest
Arkansas Company Is

| dee Announced.
figs oo 1Ak 29
Fayectteville, Nov, 15.—(Special.)—
Gold assaying $20 to the ton and sil-
ver assaying $1035 to the ton have been
discovered in northwest Arkansas on
the Walter Agnew mining lease at

War Eagle, it was announced here to-
day by Tulsa capitalists, who plan,
they state, to organize at onece a closed
development company to be capitalized
at from $1,000,000 to $3,000,000.

The concern will be financed by
present members: of the company who
have mnothing for sale, according to
Mrs. Ez;. Lady of Rogers, head chem-
ist, Ko @
. Besides Mrs. Lady, others interested
in the mining project include George
S. Emery, 'Lulsa capitalist, and his
associates, W. H. Lyon of Rogers, G.
T. Gooch of Monett, Mo., and C. E.
Wright of Rogers.

Mrs. Lady, who has been testing ore
from the mine at a Rogers smelter
for the past 10 years, together with
| two other members of the company,
Mr. Gooeh and Mr. Emery, just re-
turned from Denver, Colo., where the
three went with a 2,000 shipment of
the ore which they report was tested
out by the Mace Smelting Company,
she said this morning.

First news of the find was brought
to Fayettevilie yesterday by H. R,
_Snyder of aPrksburg, Va., represent-
ing the Chicago Service Research Bu-
reau, which has been interested in va-
rious research in the Ozark region Eor

a number of years. His report of the
| strike pf gold in paying quantities led
| to an interview with Mrs. Lady, who
ud;mtted that a mining company is
being formed.

“We plan to have a 200-ton smelter
on the War Kagle site within 60 days
and to go on a big scale into the min-
ing of all paying ores found,” she said
today.

“We have been slow making any an-
nouncement of our find and probably
would have said nothing had informa-
tion not leaked out through visitors to
the War Eagle section, Personally, I
have been at work testing the various
soils of the northwest Arkansas area
for the past 10 years and mining ex-
perts lang have suspected gold in the
Arkansas Ozarks, which are the oldest
‘on the American continent,  Steps
now to i crate

Arkansas,
everish

“Thar’s gold in them thar hills.”

At least, that was the once popular
belief concerning Arkansas, a belief to
which veteran gold-hunters and general
prospectors clung tenaciously.

This belief became so strong in 1885
and 1886, that it resulted in a gold rushy
which was a replica, on a somewhat
smaller scale, of the many stampedes to
California and other Western states.

' In those days the Ouachita and Ozark
mountains included large areas of un-
settled territory, most of which was
government land. Schoolcraft, an Eng-
lish geologist, and a few other pioneers
were the only ones who had penetrated
the region and but little was known of
its geology. Prospectors reported gold
in paying quantities in some sections
and a stampede resulted. The mining
activities centered in Saline, Garland,
Hot Spring, Montgomery, Polk, Pike,

Howard, Sevier, Franklin and Pulaski
| counties.

| The annual report of the Geographi-
cal Survey of Arkansas, for 1888, says:
; “For many years there has been a vague
I but persistent belief in the existence of
igold in paying quantities in Arkansas.
From time to time reported discoveries
of this metal have caused much excite-
| ment in different localities. One by one
.the successive ‘finds’ have proven bar-
ren when thoroughly tested.

“The little known portions of the
mountainous country have always been
regarded curiously, and the reported
discoveries in those regions have re-
ceived more ready credence, perhaps,
because of the supposed existence there
of grantic rocks. Nowhere in the state,
at any period of mining activity, has
| so much energy been shown, or so much
| real faith in the value of discoveries,
as in Montgomery county within the
past three years. Large expenditures in
the erection of mills, and in the open-
ing of shafts by men claiming to be
competent judges, have been regarded
by many as adequate evidence of the
permanency of this district as a gold
| mining area. There can be no ques-
 tion of the honesty of these opinions,
supported as they have been in some
instances, by the investment of all their
available capital on the part of those
who held them.” i

This activity continued to jncrease
until the state Geological Survey in-
vestigated the field and found it barren
of the yellow metal. And the report
which was published, covering the sur-
vey, was probably one of the most dis-
heartening of any ever published by
that body before or after.

The field work for this survey was
executed by Dr. T. B. Comstock, whao
was then assistant state geologist under
Dr. John C. Branner. His work took
him into 10 counties, and he examined
hundreds of prospects and took samples
from them for analysis. In all 188
samples were assayed. Three of the
samples showed 08, .04 and .06 odunces
to the ton. A number of other sam-
ples showed a trace, but the majority
showed nothing.

Quartz, associated with the shales, is
present over thousands of square miles
'in the counties in which the mining

Gold Rush

misled. Some of the .men connected
with these operations, and who had
worked in quartz mines in the West,
fell into the error of supposing these
rocks to be valuable because the mater-
ial was quartz. It was difficult to con-
vince many who had obtained gold from
similar rocks in Colorado, Nevada and
California that they couldn’t obtain it
from the same rocks in Arkansas. ‘The
reason was that these rocks in Arkan-
sas lay in blanket formation. The same
rock that produces gold in the Western
states lies perpendicular, giving it ac-
cess to the deep seated gold bearing
rocks below.

That part of Dr. Comstock’s report
dwelling on silver might lead one to
believe that at some time silver would
be found in paying quantities in the
state, but he held out no definite
hopes for it. If it is, it will probably
be found running with galena - (lead
ore). Out of the 188 samples a num-
ber of good returns were made on sil-
ver. Many of these samples carried
values from a few ounces to the ton
up to 1,112 ounces to the ton. Most of
the silver values were associated with
lead or zinc ores.

In the north central and northwest-
ern parts of the state it is not uncom-
mon to have some prospector report
finding gold, but when samples are
handed to a cold-hearted chemist for
analysis they generally show no values.
Such true gold values as have been
found in theses sections of the state are
generally associated with iron pyrites
and run very low. No gold has ever
been found associated with the base
metal ores (lead, zinc or manganese),
which are present in large commercial
bodies. -

It would be far-fetched to say that
gold in commercial quantities will never
be found in Arkansas, for there is still
much to learn about the geology of the
state. And—gold is where you find it.
If you are determined to prospect for
gold in Arkansas, Dr. Comstock’s “In-
structions to Prospectors,” from the re-
port of 1888, still holds good today:

“Although there is but little reason
to believe that any working deposits of
gold occur in Arkansas, it will be use-
less to convince all who are not geol-
ogists that such is the truth. It may,
therefore, serve a useful purpose to of=
fer a few suggestions concerning the
means of detecting the presence or the
‘absence of the metal. B

“Gold is not apt to occur in bedded
deposits of any kind. ;

“Black shale, earthly deposits, and
the so-called muds-are particularly un=
favorable. M

“Quartz and quartzite, though more
favorable, are not likely to produce gold
when they are not in decided veins.

‘If after applying the foregoing tests,
you have actually struck gold, first be
sure you have-the rock in place; then
procure a sample of & number of
pounds; break this into small pieces,
mix thoroughly and - divide into four
equal portions. Now take two of the
portions diagonally -opposite and mix
them together, discarding the other two
portions. Crush the mixed rock agaim,
and cut down as before. If the sam-

activities centered, and it was not un-
mmunt.»mmmc ‘men should be

¥

(Continued o# PGEO\ 1‘-), i

methods: ; Bl R
“Wet, the fine ore in a convenient
receptacle, and add quicksilver enough
to make a paste. Shake well and stir
dlligently for a long time; then care-
fnlly wash away the slime, leaving the |
quicksilver in the basin. If you cannot
detect gold by the appearance of the
amalgam, place the latter in an iron

| dish and heat carefully until the quick-

silver has been driven off. Do not in-

hale the poisonous vapors. If there be
any gold it will be in the bottom of the
dish.

- “Another method: Procure some
strong nitric acid and some strong
muriatic acid. Mix these in the pro-
portion of one part of nitric to three
or four parts of muriatic. Pour the
mixture over the finely divided ore in
a glass vessel, and heat it carefully to
boiling. Filter or allow the mixture to
settle until the liquid becomes clear. To
the liquid in a separate vessel add a
solution of green copperas. If there is
any gold present it will be precipitated.”

Miners Working Shaft Amoy

Vol

Eureka Springs, Feb, 7.—Arkansas
as a gold producing state has never
made any great record but if the
hopes of two expert mining men of
Denver, Col., are realized, the state
may yet be ranked as a gold produec-
ing state. )

G. L. McDonough and R. M. Coyle,
both experienced mining engineers,
have been busy for the past few
months working a ledge claim in the
southgastern portion Benton coun-
ty mldwgy between Rogers and Eu-
reka Springs. This claim is only 50
feet off the old highway between these
two- northwestern Arkansas towns.
The mine shaft now shows a dépth of
- 50 fc-et'ftom, the surface, the excava-
tion bgmg some six feet high and 15
feet wide at the mouth of the shaft.
At first glance one thinks of it being
just one of the numerous eaves that
attract the tourists for the strange
formations of stalagmites and other
strange phenomena of Ozark caverns.
Excavating here through solid stone
and shale by these men has resulted
in an accumulation of what to the
lnyman looks like ordinary erushed
granite,

However. through the inventive
genius of McDonough, a graduate of
Dartmouth, mining machinery has
been installed in these Ozark hills
that abstracts, it is stated, gold ore

ranging in value from $18 to $36 per
ton from this rock shale. By vre-
cently purchasing another mining

preperty, the old Page copper mine
which is situated about a half mile
from the gold mine, rock crushing ma-
chinery and other apparatus has kept
pace with the excavating of the shale
ore. The gold in this shale is not
discernable to the naked eye but
through the electrolysis process used
by these two men, a good paying
amount is realized. McDonough’s spe-
cial built machinery for working out
the ore from- the crushed rock is of
his own design and patent rights have
been applied for already. The process
of extracting the gold ore has proven
so thorough that he expeets to lease
similar machines to mining companies
instead of the usual custom of selling
equipment outright.

ugz,%lfk Hl :7 Said’to”Be_,

ough, is 1 . mining:
Colorado.a ke y
During the month that Cogle
McDonough have been busy e
their plant with mining machinery =
the period of preparation, no af
has been made by them to
abroad their efforts in‘ueémi';bﬁ {
and it was merely by chance th
their mine was discovered by
writer only recently. g
In Isolated Section.
The road mear where the
located  will not average one
car traveling on it a month; in fad
it is in the mountain’ fastuness of
Ozarks where most of the traveling i
by horseback and where the hard
Ozark hillmen go about their da
tasks without muech thought of
 outside world. The families livii
just over the hill, within a radins ¢
a half mile or so away do not fe
coneeraed over. the prospect of 7o
at their elbows. They say the min
is just up the road apiece and let
go at that. Over the other idge
mile eastward is fhe little community
of Pleasant Valley: so close but still
separated by the high ridge that shuts
the people of Pleasant Valley .away
from the outside world, ‘
‘This attempt at gold mining is not
the first in the state for in 1887 and
1888, a gold rush took place in Mont-
gomery county, wo  flourishing
b

towns §prang up as central p of
activity. The presence of gold and
silver in paying quantities was shown
to be a false claim by Dr. John C.
Branner, state geologist, in 1888, and
the rush was at an end and the towns
and miring camps passed into ob-
livion. Prior to this, silver, gold and
copper ores were taken from the Kel-

McDonough’s father, J. 8. MeDon-
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( JNAMANRAS L
Ore Near Berryville Shows

Considerable Si/l}ver.

the Gazett s /
i e Gazette. .

spgglr;%ille, Nov. 21 —Tom Littrell,
who lives 10 miles southwest of Berry-
ville on Piney creek, recently sent
samples of ore from his farm and
geologists reported it contained a con-
siderable per cent of silver. Littrell has
been prospecting on his place for sev-
eral years, and believes he has found
something that can be produced in
paying quantities. Mining engineers
from Fayetteville and Oklahoma City
have visited the place with a view of
obtaining leases.
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logg mines a few miles north of Little
Rock.in 1856-58, B sl

o
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-:ince ‘the ;;lmjee%
owever, that they will some
bo in a position to reopen ‘the
! "'Elnce-ﬂmfnlurcot he party t
| erate the mine, the colfn-t GG{:g:H%‘: 1
t‘be starter of it all, has pmd several
o tm :mtab eﬁo tel:le ﬂsllte of the
; ), it is believ: at
tl'lﬂ%l@ni; ﬁ _one rms dutrcl:yed numlfgwu
on the cliffs and filled
g t'l,"trl! :D ihe cl;nft mth rocku and soil.

s Arkansa.s S;lver Cdy Awakens"ﬂ
j ’ Under New Progmm of U. S

"‘Ghost” Town Wﬂl Hum Onae Agam ‘Wath Actmty

% in Search for Silver 4
: 4 : (__________——5ﬁ‘ et ¢ \,

the claim.
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By The Ame'll.tod Presl

SILVER CITY, Ark, Hamh 11.| ise of better ﬁnancml, rtﬁumm are
—Arkansa$' “Ghost City” is throw- leading to renewed W!ty in this
ing off its mantle of dust and dis- | Ouachita -communi
Fine Of the old timers who rema.ined
use, and awakening under the in-|here and whose faith in the htture
fluence of President Roosevelt’s of Silver City never waned, E. J
silver program. Wingfield, veteran mine operator
Where the shock of mining blasts and hills prospector, is one of the
K | and the clank of hand pumps once | most prominent.
~ broadcast their challenge to mining| “The time 1s coming back and
interestx of the west now is heard | coming fast,” he opines. “The old
{ 'voices of mnewcomers ~wrangling mining camp ‘won’t begin to look
°’5“ with the few remaining settlers for m ‘the new one that has started.
| leases. ; : Goid,“ﬂﬂ%r and Copper
‘Scene of “Bonanza” Stnkes e e \“‘Thm is going to be one of the
~ Soon, say the old timers, the | richest spets in the southwest one
rumble of wagonloads of teri these days. All of the ore taken
~and mming ac Keﬁ: m hi s gol si}y&ﬁ lead,
over the mou P ses‘ pper mc@
‘Silver City—scene of “honanza” Wingfield owns ‘two  of the old.
strikes—40 years ago mushroomed ed | bonanzas, “The Minery Creamery”
: almost overnight into a mining and the “Elnorp’ He explains that
| camp of 2,500 population. Discov-| the Elnora has mucéu %best
eryv of nch silver ore, perhaps the fa
RS > oulypaymgoge found in sec-
(g 1o |t of e et el 0 58 B
T ‘m the state. assays of silver 3
hills of the Sﬂvercmminhimdmhecticthevieimtylistsas h as 36
ds who wepe | and feverish existence for some | ounces per tonm, the ssays having
 the l.}ndxans, ‘time. Then, just as it had grown,| been ‘made after the mines were
r the mine,

here by Indians.
gs pictures a lad-
On the top ru

that looks as if it
a man on his hands

. it &ded suddenly into a “ghost | flooded with seepage water.
‘the i party of | city.” - “The new camp will never die]
the only clues uncoy- ow, 49 years later -in the new|away,” states Wingfield. ‘“There

g which gave | deal age, improved and mode-rn is too much silver in these old
machmery together with the prom- | hills to be left alone.” l :
,._.__,q_f,——w-—-p-———*v—“——w

F ormwla for Obtaining Mm;rals
From Sea Wate Reported Found|

Method nghly Successful in Commercial Bromm&
Plant—Scientists Predict Extraction of Gold and

Othethal P ttls.
e Slln‘ ?jy% guanl e

WQWOWonhofgoldintaeaamu- But the gold from anti-knock fuels
mneedmthemeﬂcanchnmicd&- kept the scientists at work. In the end
cbtyhereboda .theymtqns'mbmmlnemmm—

romise not only of gold, but sil- | mula as simple as a high school chem-
ver, m&um tin, iron, nickel, lead, va- |istry lesson. > ; ot
nadium, mercury andnnny,smn of | In the Wilmington plant they discov-

: B - process was
report of & dazzling Mdll success | “lonizing” the gold in the Atlantic sea-
for a new kind of chemical plant that water, It was giving the almost infi- i
“two months ago near wumtns- nitely minute dissolved gold particles an. :
. Gv i electrical charge by which they may be
~ takes promine from At- | attracted to stick to filters.
 tidewater. To the chemists | Spectroscopes revealed neven.l_poungb
dmtihed as the “wildest and |of ionized gold in the 25,000 gallons a
American commercial venture 7 sil-
in & decade. Already, from a flow of
25,000 gallons of seawater a minute, it
hmkingtl,mmvutldmlne.

year.

: Itisthefirstbigbroakmtothemm-
mltreasuresottheoceen Chemists
describe it as the beginning of a new
"industrlalm Ten years was set as|i

stion of the

-
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Spanish gold worth countless millions—
eoins and bullion—perhaps a golden Ma-
d@onna and Child, literally bushels of pre-
cious stones and costly lots of gold Jili-
greed jewelry—these are some of the ob-
jectives of a treasure hunt that has been

taking place in the wilds of ¥ranklin
county, Arkansas, for more than three
generations. Up at the head of Mulberry
Creek, in a cliff side that overhands the
water, a tunnel many feet deep has been
blasted in a solid limestone rock in this
search for buried treasure, and now & cor-
poration has been formed to raise capital
enough to pay for blasting off the side of
the hundred foot high pinnacle, so that
the musty gold may be b-ought to light.

For 40 years the residents of the little
town of Ozark on the north side of ihe
Arkansas river have seen parties of grim-
visaged treasure seekers set out up Mul-
berry Creek to try their luck at unearth-
jng the vast riches, only to watch them
return a few weeks later with a depleted
larder, their hopes blasted. But still the
guest goes on. Each time they have re-
ported the quest a little nearer the finish,
and -each return has brought reiteration
of the belief that “there’s gold in them
hills.”

In the hill country of northern Arkan-
sas and southern Missouri legends eof
buried t-easure are numerous. Sometimes
it is rustlers’ loot that has been ecached
and neglected, and again it is a miser’s
hoardings, but usually it is a shipload of
Spanish gold which can be had only for
the finding. In almost every backwoods
eommunity there are several individuals
who have devoted their lives to the quest
for the pot of gold at the end of the rain-
dow. Stern and silent are these old moun-
taineers who believe that they have solved
the riddle of the hills, and extra cautious,
Jest they give their inquisitors some hint
of the buried lodes which they are so sure
of unearthing. They poke around in dark,
damp caves in which the region abounds,
hoping that some day their keen eyes will
light on the rusty lock of a stout oaken
chest where golden contents will put an
end to their poverty.

The buried Spanish gold legends for the
most part agree in their major details.
There are rich merchant ships pursued by
Gulf picates and forced to seek refuge at
New Orleans; news of rich mines to the
nortk; a setting out overland with their
cargo of gold to the diggings; the finding
of Indians working silver mines; the en-
slavement of the Indians; the fear of an
uprising of the savage tribes near by; the
burial of the treasure and the flight to
Mexico.

In the main, the legend of the Lost
Louisiana Mine for which the Franklin
county treasure hunters are seeking agrees
with the prevalent stories. But a peculiar
series of circumstances has been inter-
preted by the romantic treasure seekers as
corroboration of their hopes, and has
given the story a basis in fact—at least
to those who believe with fervor that the
mine actually exists and can be found. So
firm has been this belief that the family
of the late Dr. L. G. Hill, a country physi-
cian, of Mulberry, Ark., has spent more
than $100,000, the savings of the doctor’s
lifetime, in efforts to bring the lost lode
to light. It is the son of this physician
who now carries on the search for the
Lost Louisiana Mine. Young George Hill
js determined to ascertain once and for all
the truth of the legend that has claimed
the individual attention of his father and
grandfather before him. :

; The site of the mining operations to be

garried on by the corporation was deter-
mined years ago. On the face of the cliff
on the upper Mulberry there are hiero-
glyphics, a bow and arrow, stars, crosses,
squares and circles, all supposed to have
been chiseled out many years ago by those
who hid the treasure. It is near these that
the new search will be made. It is the
plan of the corporation to blast off the side
of this cliff to a distance of several hun-

-

dred yards from the stream. Steam shov-
els and motor trucks will haul away the
debris after it has been carefully searched
for evidences of the hidden treasuve. The
hunters have placed all of their faith in
the hieroglyphics, for they form the mest
important part of the series of circum-
stanees which lend a vestige of truth to
the story of the lost mine.

The Hill family first heard the legend
of the Lost Louisiana Mine about #0 years
ago. “Uncle Buddy” Hill, the father of the
late physician, was the first to encounter
it. A wandering Mexican app-oached the
old gentleman one day in the early 90s
and asked his aid in searching for the
treasure. It was a marvelous tale that
“Antonio” related in his broken English
to the credulous old man of the hills.
And, when the tale had been econcluded,
Antonio offered ‘“Uncle Buddy” Hill no less
than $10,000,000 if he would help him hunt
for the ftreasure.

Antonio claimed to have the first-hand
story of the Lost Louisiana Mine. He hail-
ed from Mexico City, he said, where, with
his own eyes, he had seen the recod of
the lost treasure made by the sole sur-
vivor of the party which had buried it.
With appropriate Latin gestures he relat-
ed the story as he had read it in this
record.

Two Spanish galleons, bearing the ireas-
ures of the New World to Spain, had et
out in the latter part of the Eighteenth
century for the mother country. ¥For =2
few days the voyage went well. Then &
Jolly Roger loomed on the horizon. Fear-
ful that shot from the pirate ship might
send his cargo to the bottom of the ocean,
the captain of the flagship altered ihe
course of the two galleons and fled for the
safety of anchorage at New Orleans. Fi-
nally the pursuing buccaneers gave up the
chase and the Spanish vessels sped up the
Mississippi to safety.

At New Orleans the sailors heard the
usual tales of the river-front, stories of
Indians working fabulously rich mines to
the north. They were already well off
their course and late enough with their
delivery to be classed as pirates them-
selves, so they decided te have.a look =t
these treasures of Eldorado. River boats
were loaded with the most valuable part
of their cargo—gold bullien, chests of jew-
els and gold statuary, intended for Span-
ish churches, and the gold jewelry, sup-
posedly taken from the savages of Mex-

z By Frank Héﬁcl P

J)&g"’ - ST

ico. They sailed up the Mississippi and
into the Arkansas. Arriving at a place
near the present site of Ozark, they heard
of a mining Tegion to the north, the first
definite word they had had of the Eldora-
do they sought. Boats were beached and
their golden loot was transported across
country toward the mines. Arrived at the
mines, they found a tribe of Indians tak-
ing silver from a cave. The Indians who
survived the attack that ensued were en-
slaved and forced to work in the shafts
for thei- Spanish congquerors.

For a few months there was peace and

quiet. The tired voyagers surveyed their

findings and reckoned their earnings. Be-
fore long, however, there came news of an
Indian uprising. Scouts reported strange
goings-on among the savages. They imeas-
ured their war strength and found it
slim. Something must be done, and that
quickly. One night, while the Indians slept,
the Spaniards murdered them. The next
day the treasure was placed at the bot-
tom of the mining shaft, the bodies of
the Indians were thrown on top and the
hole sealed carefully, so that it could not
be found without a map. After marking
the signs on the face of the cliff, the party
started southward. Hostile Indians and
the fevers of the swamplands took their
toll. Only one of the party finally arcived
at Mexico City—the one who had written
the recard that Antonio had read.

“Uncle Buddy” Hill listened i Antonio’s
strange story with wide-open eyes. One
hundred million dollars! More :noney than
he had ever heard tell of. After ponder-
ing the yarn for a bit, he took the old
old Mexican to his son, Dr. L. G. Hill. An-
tonio Tetold his story, and made it even
bette- in the re-telling. The young doctor
agreed to finance the search for the lost
mine. Antonio was to conduct it and
“Uncle Buddy” was to ge along to keep
tab on him.

Antonio’s first move was to go to a
marked rock which jutted out in the mid-
dle of the North Canadian river at a point
almost directly west -of Fort Smith, Ark.
This spot, he claimed, corresponded with
a key point on the map in his possession.
Taking his bearings, he then started -out
across country to the eastward. “Uncle
Buddy” followed along the best he could
with the supply wagon. The trail led over
limestone ledges of the Ozark mountains
and through the thick swamps of the Ar-
kansas river bottoms. The progress was

o
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slow, for Antonio was measuring his dis-
tances. The two were something like three
weeks covering the 70 or so miles. Finally
they arrived at the cliff on Mulberry
creek. Antonio told “Uncle Buddy” that
the treasu-e was near by. But to be sure,
he drew “sights” on the location from
other directions. He visited other points
named on the map, found the signs right
and struck off his lines. All of them con-
verged at the foot of the cliff.

Part of the bluff was covered with debris
from miniature landslides. “Uncle Buddy”
and Antonio started to clear this away. As
they dug deeper and deeper, they uncov-
ered ene after anothe- of the hieroglyph-
ics. The old Mexican was frenzied with joy.
This indeed was the place where ihe Lost
Louisiana Mine was buried. Dr. Hill was
summoned from Mulberry, and he and his
father began to work feverishly under the
direction of old Antonio. To prove that
this was where the treasure was buried,
Antonio instructed the doctor and “Uncle
Buddy” to go to a square opening in the
cliff & few feet distant and search for a
flint dagger and a stone fashioned in the
shape of a key. If these were discovered,
there could be no doubt of the.correctness
of his survey. A search of the opening re-
vealed the objects, just as the Mexican
had said.

A eonference between the three follow-
ed. Without a doubt, Antonio said, they
were near the treasure. But first, it would
be necessa y for him to consult his records
jn order to translate the hieroglyphics
which held the secret of the buried lede.
The doctor and “Uncle Buddy” sat nround
impatiently while Antonio scratched his
head and looked at the pointing arrows
and other signs on the face of the ecliff.
Presently he made up his mind about the
location of the treasure. He worked ior &
few days making more surveys and final-
ly located the spot. The hard rocky coil
gave way grudgingly to the blows from
the picks. As all three were anxious to
get the treasure, it was decided that “Un-
cle Buddy” should go to town to get aid
in the form ef pick .and shovel workers. .

But Antonio, who was guite old, was al-
ready pretty well spent by the labors of
the past month. He complained to the
doctor about feeling unwell. ©One night,
shortly before the laborers arrived from
town to put his treasure hunting ability to
a test, he died in his sleep. The next day
the doctor searched the old man’s posses-

During the Dark Days of the Civil War Anything That
Had ¥alue Was Buried
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sions for the map which he had heard him
mention so often, and the key to the
. hieroglyphics by which he had located the
~ place for the excavation. He found neith-
~ er. Antonio's body was taken to Mulberry,
~'and the party returned to the wo:k of ex-
cavation, After digging for several feet
into the solid rock which lay at the bot-
_ tom of the scant subsoil, they gave up &l
“hope of striking the lost mine, at least in
* this location.
‘ : - Alt,hough discouraged by finding bedrock
iﬁs,té'ﬁd’.’. of an iron-bound chest, Dr. Hill

‘and “Uncle Buddy” did not give up the j

search. It was carried on industriously for
_ the next few years. The evidence of buried
treasure in the ‘neighborhood was plain.
There was first the marked rock in the
Canadian river, then the marvelous dis-
‘ covery of the hieroglyphics on the cliff,
_the flint dagger and the stone shaped like
" a key. Evidence enough, even for a scien-
tific man. He never- once suspected the
_honesty of old Antonio. Never during his
| lifetime . did he give up the search for
jthe treasure. As he made money in the
_practice of his profession, it went, vir-
tually all of it, into the search for the
Lost Louisiana Mine. :

Several years later, Dr. Hill took several
of his townspeople iuto his confidence and,

. tbgéf.her. they organized a search for the
lost Yode. Thinking that perhaps the lime-
' stone cliff contained hidden passages, they
started digging a test tunnel into it. While
they were blasting away 4t this, Charley
" Gonzales, another Mexican, appeared on
_the scene. He conferred with Dr. Hill and
told him that he also had intimate knowl-
édg'e of the location of the Lost Louisiana
| Mine. His knowledge was available for a
" price and a part of the treasure. He would
show a quicker and easier way than blast-
ing to get at the bushels of diamonds and
' the pile upon pile of gold bullion.

He was hired by the syndicate and im-
mediately set to work. Gonzales was smart

enough to go through the same maneuvers
as old Antonio. His job with the treasure
;thnting company consisted mainly of pit-
' ting on a rock and thinking. Finally, the
members of the company spurred Gonzales
to action. They warned him that he had
' been employed to tell them where to dig.
Charley Gonzales came out of his trance
and got buSy. After skirmishing around
in the woods for several days he selected
a spob for excavation. This digging was not
| without its fruits. As the diggers removed
layer after layer of dirt they uncovered
' occasionally a piece of rusted iron that
 looked as if it might be a chest handle,
| 'and one time a piece of steel which Dr.
Hill diagnosed as a sword hilt was taken
from the excavation. Excitement ran high.
Perhaps the lost lode was about to ke
found. A little further down human bones
were thrown up to the watchers at the top
of the pit! There was feverish interest
among the workers. Old Antonio’s story
about the bodies of Indians being thrown
into the excavation by the Spaniards had
been corroborated. But the excitement was
short-lived. A little bit lower down the
diggers came again to bedrock.

For some time small articles and pieces
of clothing had been disappearing from
 the camp of the treasure hunters and they

began to suspect that Gonzales was hunt-
ing treasure of a different kind. As a mat-
ter of fact, he might be taking the treas-
ure hunters for a bunch of suckers. His
actions were carefully watched and it was
 soon discovered that, the Mexican was
. stealing things from the camp and hiding
them in the woods, preparatory to mak-
ing away with them. Their faith in their
guide well-night depleted, they dragged
him before a justice of the peace and
' charged him with larceny.  He pleaded
guilty and the kind-hearted justice gave
him the famous backwoods sentence, “Get
out of this country and don't ever come
- gack!” So far as is known around Mulber-
“ ry, Charley Gonzales lived out the sentence
 to the letter, for he has never been heard
pf since.

Despite these handicaps and disappoint-

ments, the search for the Lost Louisiana
Mine went on unabated, but without any
decided progress, until the death of Dr.

Hill a few years ago. Then it languished

for’ a time. The treasure hunting inclina-

tion, however, has evidently been trans-

mitted from father to son. For now young
George. Hill has taken it up. He has en-

" listed the aid of a Fort Smith workman

named George Martin, and the two of
them spend Sunday and holidays in the
woods of the upper Mulberry in an effort
to find new excavation sites. When tl{ese
have finally been located, the new corpo-
ration—the second corporate enterprise to
take up the search—will begin its opera-
tions, There has been no lack of interest-

ed stock holders, for the Ozark country,
like every other part of the world, abounds
in those who would make their fortunes
without any expenditure of effort.

But treasure legends and. treasure hunt-
ing are not confined to Franklin county,
Arkansas. Throughout the Ozarks they
abound, and in almost every crossroads
store there can be found hill men who be-
lieve in these tales and spend a great
deal of their time trying to justify their
beliefs. Outside of the legend of the Lost
Louisiana Mine, these treasure legends di-
vide themselves into t>~re classes—the
stories of hidden and abandoned rustlers’
loot, the tales of family fortunes buried
when Union or guerilla enemies threaten-
ed, and the stories of misers’ savings‘lying
undisturbed underneath hearthstonesgand
bean poles.

Horse “running” or rustling was a prof-

- itable business in the hill country less than

a century ago. Horses stolen in Missouri |

were ridden to Texas to he sold. Along |

the way their riders stopped '_at horse run- |
ners’ rendezvous, places secluded in the

hills. There the mount was given rest and
food for a night, and the next day an-

 other rider rode him away to the market

V.

/

farther south. These hiding places be-
came well established as the business
flourished, and presently the rustlers, so
the legends say, used them as places to
cache their ill-gotten gold. A cave near
by, perhaps, or a large oak with a decay-
ed cavity, afforded a snug hiding place
for money that could not be spent.

Horse running is ended in the hills, but
the tales of rustlers’ hidden wealth linger
on, around the open fires of the hill men’s
homesteads, or around the porches of the
backcountry stores. And so do the rustlers’
hidings, too, perhaps, for none of them
seems to have been brought to light.

The traveler through the Arkansas hills
occasionally comes across the remains of
a fine old “before:the war” mansion. These
places for the most part are deserted, their

erstwhile fine gardens overgrown with
weeds, their flowering shrubs and myrtles
replaced by mountain sumac, and their
once gleaming white Georgian pillars
standing like gray ghosts guarding the
dark and forbidding entrance halls. Each
of these old mansions usually is the cen-
ter of a local legend of buried treasure, tales
having to do with the burial of silver and
household valuables, hordes of gold coins
hidden to keep them from a band of hill
men that terrorized the hills during the
’60s. Usually the legends recite how the
household treasure was found by the
bandits, carried off and buried in caves,
there to be left for posterity, along with
a romantic yarn of its seclusion. During
the Civil war the hill country was a much
- fought over section. It was a wise home-

- steader who knew his own enemies. Men -

of Southern allegiance left their places in

They Transported Their Loot Across Country to the Mine

charge of the women folk and hurried to
join the Southern armies forming at Lit-
tle Rock and Washington in Hempstead
county. Hardly had they left when their
homes fell prey to the legendary. “Lin-

coln’s men.” Anything that had value was

buried. Following the war there were times

of even greater strife when reconstruction

with its attendant horrors came. Bandits

and thieves flourished, and might was,
right. What wealth was left was taken

away never to-return. It is for these caches

of silver and jewelry, gold and precious

stones that the hill man still hunts to-

day.

But there are tales of money hidden and
money found. These are more scarce, to
be sure, than the legends of buried treas-
ure which never has been located. Banks
have been distrusted in the hill country
for years, and they still are to a great ex-
tent. Those who had money, rather than
take it to the larger centers and exchange
it for a piece of paper, kept it at home,
More than oftén death came to these hill
men suddenly, before they had time to tell
of hidden hordes. A typical case is that of

the War Eagle treasure, unearthed not
long ago on an old homstead near Hunts-
ville in Madison county, Arkansas.

A young farmer, recently married, to?k
over a farm left him by his aunt, who in
turn had inherited it from the boy’s grand-
father, a back-country miller, distiller ahd
farmer, The grandfather had come to Ar-
kansas more than a century ago. He ac-

~ quired three valley farms and manned

them with slave labor. His farming ven-
tures successful, the 'pioneer-put upl
water mill on War Eagle creek and began

gy

~ the time of the Civil war was an affluent
| country gentleman. During the war he
~ gave liberaly of his worldly goods to both

sides and somehow escaped the plunder-

| ing of the mountain ruffians, Finally Old

Jim died a peaceful death and left his
fa.rm_and mill to his daughter. This
daughter died recently and her nephew

took over the old homestead. Before he

moved in, however, there was mending to
be done to the old house—the roof leaked
and the fireplace needed fixing.

The neighbors, gathered to help, began
lifting  the hearthstones, to replace them
and fit them more tightly together. The
heavy stones gave way to gentle prying
and, instead of uncovering gravel, they
uncovered a strongbox. Excitement reign-
ed. A chisel was hurriedly brought and
the lid pried off. There was $11,000, not
to mention jewelry that the old distilier
had taken iA payment for his potent
brandies and cordials. This was. not all,
Still more gold was forthcoming. The
frenzied seekers were rewarded by finding
gold under the front steps, in the garden,
now overgrown with weeds, and in the
barn. Altogether there was $19,000, enough
to set up the youngster and his bride com-
fortably in their old homestead.

But the War Eagle treasure strike is
only one in a hundred. These finds are

(Continued on Page 13.)

not nearly so prevalent as the number of
treasure seekers would lead one to believe.
Still the hill men go about, prying into
caves mucky with mud ef centuries, pol-i-
ing into hollow tree trunks used only as
a cache for nuts by the scampering squir-

rels of the Ozark forests, hoping that some

to grind his neighbors’ corn. Presently he

day their search will be rewarded. In that 2

tomorrow they devoutly hope to be re-
warded with an iron-bound oaken chest
that will contain the pile of doubloons
that will release them from their pov-
erty. :

* The hill country is a dreamer’s paradise
and the hill man is a creature of fertile.
imaginings, Time is free for the asking.

—

A little work will suffice to keep the fami«

lies in necessities, so the hill man goes
about, clothing his hills in mystery, at-
tributing to their mist-clad loveliness the
things which he believes will make him
happy. Then, like a mountain man, he sets
out to deliver up for himself the things that
the hills hold for him. But the hills keep
their mysteries closely to themselves and
send back to the hill man’s assertion that

“There’s gold in them hills” the answer
“But where?” é

\

~ | went into the distilling business, and by

-~
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Gold! i 7
Once again the word that started
an empire’s expansion westward at-
tracts attention to the West.

This time, however, the elusive
metal is reported in the hills west

of Little Rock, near Paron, where |

an optimistic prospector, Charlie
Emerick, has paused in his wander-
ings long enough to start a “diggin’.”
ispers of a gold strike near Lit-

tle Rock reached the ears of this ad-
venturesome reporter. A rise in
temperature and a lust for adventure
(inspired, undoubtedly, by a recent
wild west novel) . . . and off to the
“gold fields” went your newsgatherer
{)nla bright and shiny new automo-
ile

The first 10 miles. offered mno -y

hardships! Smooth, hard-surfaced:
highway and autumn woods on eith-
er side made the first part of the
journey in search of gold a pleasure.
hen the trouble began!
Once off the main-traveled high-

way the rocks and gulleys, made -

doubly bothersome by recent rains,
gave your amateur prospector a
taste of pioneer travel. Imagine
fordin%a half dozen swollen creeks
in a 1935 streamline automobile! But
despite a mud-spattered, jolting . . .
very damp trip, the “diggins” was
finally reached. \
Just 29 miles west of Little Rock,
on one of those hills where only
.goats seem to thrive, Charlie Emerick
has found gold with his primitive
mill and washer. And there on the

hillside he has set up his little split-"

pine hut in which he lives with his

wife.

About the hut are scattered the
tools of his trade . . . a variety of
picks and shovels, a wheelbarrow, an
ax and woodpile, and many pans
with seivelike bottoms. The whole
picture might have been transplanted
in its entirety from the banks o
Sutter’s creek. -

“T came through these parts about
12 years ago,” Emerick drawled, “on
my way west to Montana. A feller
by the name of Trickett at the Mis-
souri Pacific station in Little Rock
got me to come out_here. T took a
couple of samples of the dirt and
traveled on out to Montana. I had
an assay taken out there and was
surprised that it assayed about $30
a ton.”

Since that time Emerick has pros-

£

—Democrat Photo.

* "These two seek the elusive yellow metal—gold. C. J. (Cha.rlic)

Emerick, 61-year-old prospector (right) is digging for gold on the 80~

-~ the diggin’s.

pected all over the West. Last No-
vember he came back to Little Rock.
Obtaining the backing of three Little
Rock men he started digging a shaft
to mine the gold from a vein discov-
ered on an 80-acre tract belonging
to J. W. Fairchild, a farmer.
“Assays develop that this vein will
average around $25 a ton,” Emerick
explained. “But my backers ran out
of confidence and money about the
same time and I'm just settin’ here
waitin’. If I could get a good mill in
here I could make some good money
. . . but people just ain’t interested.”
The Salaski Mining and Milling

3

acre tract of J. W. Fairchild, 57, farmer of near Paron. They’re atop

Company is the imposing title of the
little group now in control of the
ancient equipment hovering over the
35-foot shaft dug in the side of the

hill there ., .-but now filled with a

greenish water. And until Farmer

Fairchild gets some satisfaction from:

the courts where litigtaion is now
pendmg over lease of the 80-acre
‘gold field” . .. “thar’ll be no more
diggin.”

No gold. No adventure. No fun.
Boss says use a burro next trip. in=~
stead of his car.

These gold rushes have been overs-
rated. «‘
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$35 an Ounce Sends Arkansans on Feverish \‘
dJ ewelry; Revives Legends of Many “Strikes”

By KATHRYN COE CORDELL,

With the decision of the Suprenlm
old
there began a new gold rush within

w’ the nation, and Arkansas has not es-
| stimuli of price, production
= ECs | profit to an extent such as has sel-
years ago an old In- dom been witnessed since the days
the Thomas place and 4
weeks, searching for the been the searches made in Arkansas
is said to have told Mr. h
n was a rich one,

caped being stirred by the triple
and

of Midas and Croesus. Feverish have

omes the past year or more for
bits of scrap gold to be sold to deal-
ers licensed by the federal and city
ﬁ(l)vemments to buy the metal, now

at gold is no longer held down to
its former gold-standard value of
$20.67 an ounce. In Little Rock
while only six concerns have pur-
chased city licenses as gold agencies,
each of them is allowed to employ a
number of buyers. Nor have Ark-
ansas treasure-seekers failed to
learn lessons in comparative gold
values, for where grandfather’s old
gold watch and chain discovered
while ardently rummaging through
old trunks in the attic may have
yrou pt $50, a much cherished
“gold” wrist-watch may have been
worth but 50 cents in the hands of
one of the countless dealers in gold.

the water was tak-

up his machinery and |

Whereas the quest far odd bits of
scrap gold bas seemed the most con-
spicuous part of the new gold rush,
by far the most ¢onsistent search for
gold has been made recently

; ;throu htout the nation b; r
‘with about two feet mechgnics o A o

ecl and old-time miners.
Mining camps have sprung up over-
night, for new gold mines are being
developed, old mines are being re-
worked, and traditionary mines, of
which Arkansas has a great num-
ber, are being sought for.

Arkansas’s wealth beneath its
earch surface has been described as
unlimited. Oil has been discovered
in abundance; more than ninety gﬁr
cent of all bauxite produced in the
United States is mined in Arkansas;
at Murfreesborough in Pike county
were found the first and only dia-
monds that have ever been discover-
ed in North America.

Search in Arkansas.

But the search for gold and silver
deposits in Arkansas has gone on
for centuries. According to tradi-
tion the Spanish operated a number
of gold and silver mines in what
is now Arkansas. The Southwest,
and most especially the Mexican
border, is credited with the greatest
Jost mines in the worid. Operated
by rich Spaniards as family posses-
sions, these mines were worked only
when there was felt the need for
cash. With the overthrow of the
families to whom they belonged, the
secret locations of the mines were
lost, and prospectors have been
searching for (and not infrequently
finding) them ever since. y

Legendary or real, the amusing
story has been told of a Spanish
prospector who arrived in Russell-
ville several years ago. With _the
aid of two local negro men and an
ancient chart the adventurer suc-
ceeded in locating an old grave sev-

W':tof'pwp the water had

A e

nd expects to start oper-
abandoned mine, which
t operated, according to le-
xﬁ;;;ﬁnéim. driven by Span-
! { ¥

former representative

R

gold finds have been nu-

,Sf. one time made an ex-

y from
@gmty, said today that gold
found on four farms north

‘the farms were owned by
- and Lowery Grant and

y for gold throughout the

eral miles out from town. Working
at night by lantern light and in ex-
treme secrecy the men at last hit
with their picks and shovels and un-
covered a treasure, whether of Span-
ish money or gold or silver ore.
Swearing the two gulible negroes to
secrecy, the wary Spaniard warned
them to wait until his return. He
then departed with the treasure, os-
tensibly to consult the “owner of the
chart” who might wish them to dig
still farther. The negroes were to
share equally in the treasure. They
waited, but the Spaniard did not re-
turn.
Ponce de Leon Legend.

An old legend has it that around
100 followers of Ponce de Leon, dis-
couraged in their search for the
Fountain of Youth, set out alone up-
, on a second expedition into the wil-

|

derness. From New Orleans they
followed the Mississippi until they
reached the Red river. The Ameri-
can Indians living in that region ac-
uainted the Spaniards with a vast
ield of silver, from which the ex-
plorers mined untold amounts and
slipped off down the Mississippi, fi-
nally shipping to Spain with their
treasure.

There is no doubt, from the an-
cient utensils and ornaments made
of the precious metals since discov-
ered, that the Aztec Indians oper-
ated a number of gold and silver
mines in Arkansas territory, and
most especially in remote parts of
the Ozark Mountains. It is said that
numerous Spanish explorers, after
having extracted wealths of gold or
silver ore from their mines, habitu-
ally concealed them with great rocks
marked with secret cig}xers. Thus
during their return to Mexico or to
Spain with their treasures the mines
would not be molested, and they
might at leisure return for more.

ver hopeful, Arkansas diggers
have not 1nfrequent‘liy taken out and
cleaned ancient Indian or Spanish
shafts in searching for ore, for as
one oldtimer puts it, “With $35 gold

‘the stuff that was country rock be-

fore is now ore.”
The Trammell Discovery.

It was in 1809 that a man by the
name of Trammell, a hunter living
on the north side of the Arkansas
river about 15 miles above Little
Rock, found at the foot of Crystal
Hill a large quartz crystal contain-
ing lumps of ore resembling gold.
At Arkansas Post one day Trammell
showed the specimen to a Colonel
Notrebe who, recognizinﬁ it to be
gold, bought it from the hunter and
sent it to New Orleans to be assay-
ed. The ore was indeed gold, and
even at that time the small amount
of the precious metal Trammell had
found was worth $100. When the
news of the discovery of gold in
Arkansas spread there was great ex-
citement among the settlers. But it
remained for an adventurous group
from New Orleans to transform as-
piration into action, and the expedi-
tion was soon plyin%( up the Missis-
sippi in barges and keel boats load-
ed with tools as well as various
goods which they hoped incidentally
to barter with the Indians.

Following the long and unpleasant
journey up the Mississippi and Ark-
ansas rivers, the men under the
command of a Frenchman named
Captain Hillare reached the present
site of Little Rock. A mining camp
was soon established at the foot of
what is now Spring street, and the
water necessary to the miners was
found in a spring existing near the
present Pulaski county jail. The his-
tory of this spring itself extends far
beyond the history of Little Rock.
In times past the spring was known
far and wide among the Indians of
the territory, who often came to re-
main weeks and benefit from its
medical values.

While the men prospected for
gold, a number of their expedition
fell ill and died. They were subse-
quently buried on the exact spot
where later was built the old State
Capitol, no wknown as the War Me-
morial building. Discouraged at
finding no evidence of gold in that
vieinity, the men moved farther up
the river to a goint four miles dis-
tant, where a shaft was sunk. This
time traces of gold were found, but
the ore did not appear to the men
to be abundant enough to warrant
mining at that time. Meanwhile
Trammell had been located and had
consented to show the expedition
the exact spot where he had found
the original quartz crystal contain-
ing gold. The expedition was off
immediately for Crystal Hill.

Crystal Hill Failure. .

According to Pope’s Early Days in

Arkansas there was at tha time a
low bottom about a half-mile wide
between the foot of Crystal Hill and
the Arkansas river, which has since
disappeared beneath the encroach-
ing river.

When the men arrived at Crystal
Hill they sank several shafts into
the earth at the foot of the hill,
and soon discovered a great amount
of gold. So encouraging were the
prospects of obtaining gold in great
quantities that the miners proceeded
to erect a smelter higher up on
Crystal Hill. But their efforts were
doomed to failure, not because the
old was not there, but because as
mmediately as their shafts were
sunk the water began to rise in
them so rapidly that it was impos-
sible to continue the mining opera-
tions. At that time mno machinery

was available which could be used
for pumping the water from the
shafts, an the expedition was

obliged to suspend its operations in
the midst of the most encouraging
prospects they had yet found. To-
day the spot where the expedition
sank its shafts is in the Arkansas
river.

Arriving near the present site of
Dardanelle the expedition began
trading with the Indians of the re-
gion who had, they found, a great

eal of gold ore which they said
came from the Caddo region (now
in Montgomery county). The men
immediately dispatched a group of
scouts to prospect in the Caddo dis-
trict. The scouts established their
camp and sank a shaft at the foot
of one of the mountains in the re-
gion and again began to extract rich
gold ore. But soon a group of hos-
tfile Indians, the Lipans, discoveri
the presence of the miners, attacke
and drove them from their work.
Retreating down the Arkansas river
the men were completely discourag-
ed in their search for gold and were
happy to return to New Orleans.

Kept Mine Secret.

Thirty years later a search was
made for the New Orleans expedi-
tion’s gold mine by two men, one of
whom had obtained the exact loca-
tion of the place near the Caddo
river from a survivor of the first
expedition. These two men, by the
names of Stewart and Whitmore,
made several trips to the mine inj

Montgomery county, each time re-|

turning to Little Rock with quanti-
ties of the gold ore, but steadfastly
refusing to divulge the location of
the mine.

It has been demonstrated that the
forty-niners in California overlooked
a great deal of valuable ore for sev- |
eral reasons: They were looking for |
gold in simple forms and had not!
the aids of modern science; at that
time with the price of gold at low
ebb the cost of transportation was
too great to make the mining of
low-grade ore commercially worth-
while. It should be recalled that
during the gast years wind and rain
have helped wash the dirt out of
old mines, leaving the gold behind,
and ore that may have been dis-
dained in previous centuries could
well be worth mining today. The
search for gold in Arkansas_may not

rove to be in vain. _Frequent
loods have redeposited layers of
earth from hills to lowlands, and
since gold is known to have been
mined in Arkansas within the past
two centuries, it is not inconceivable
that much of the state’s underground
wealth has not yet been touched.

There is the authentic story of
old Frank Shore who took 175
ounces of gold from a single pocket
in the side of an old drift in the
southwest that had missed the de-
posit by only six inches. Another
adventurer, aimlessly driving his
pick into the blank end of an aban-
doned tunnel, discovered a twenty-
four ounce nugget (worth $840 to-

day). It was in Nevada recently
ihat a small-scale miner dug a foot |
into the earth whose surface had
been tested by many miners and
found small streaks of gold running
as high as $1,000 a ton. He imme-
diately set up his mill and began
operations in a shaft which had been
worked and abandoned time and
again.

A century ago gold was being
mined in Arkansas. It remains to
be seen if the present stimulous of
$35-an-ounce gold will result in
more rigorous explorations into

Arkansas's underground wealth.

“solar plexus”
presence of gold ore.

One Philip Haas
searches” in Mexico

The commission

“DOODLE BUGS” AND SUCKERS.

The federal Securities Commission has outlawed the
or “doodle bug” method of

(VSIS §

was represented to have made 7
upon which the La Luz Mining Corp.
was seeking to issue 100,000 shares of preference stock. .
called upon Haas to demonstrate his

detecting the
<16, 1938

‘(re-

method of finding gold. Five cardboard boxes were set up-
side down, an a piece of gold ore was placed under one. Haas
passed his “doodle bug,” attached to a piece of leather, over
the boxes and declared the ore was under Box 3. It was a
tough break, or a bad guess by the “doodle ‘pug" for the

ore was under Box 5.

Haas’ explanation of the mysterious powers of the
“bug” was that it was filled with a “gold affinity.” When
it failed to work, he said, his solar plexus did its part in
directing him to shallow veins of gold. :

The commission made this pertinent comment:

“This '

function of the solar plexus, described by Haas, will be some-
thing of a surprise to both geologists and anatomists.
Science and common sense combine to tell us that gold can-
not be located by the use of ‘doodle bugs’. It would be well
for the investing and speculating public’s pocketbook if the
lesson could be thoroughly learned.”

Indeed it would be well, but when wielders of “doodle
bugs™ go forth in search of suckers they are too wise to seek
folks with scientific knowledge or common sense—which
explains why they have such a wide field in which to operate. i

Dog Finds, Gold sBut
Dr. Branner Still
Far From Convinced

The goose that laid the golden
eggs had nothing on a dog which
could smell out gold and which
gave a practical demonstration for
the benefit of Dr. George C. Bran-
ner, state geologist. But Dr. Bran-
ner still is far from convinced.

It came about when a man drop-
ped into Dr. Branner’s office the
other day to borrow a sample of
gold ore. He had a dog, he said,
with a sense of smell for gold. There
was some discussion but Dr. Bran-
ner finally let the man have a sam-
ple of Colorado ore and later was
given a demonstration of the dog’s
ability.”

The ore was hidden beneath a pil-
low in the house. The dog was ad-
mitted,sniffed a few times and dis-
covered the hiding place of the ore-
bearing rock.

Again the sample was hidden in
a pile of rocks in the yard. The
dog was called and after a swift
search singled out the rock pile,
nosed about for a moment and came
forth with the piece of ore.

Since gold ore in paying quanti-
ties is rare in Arkansas and since
the ore at its best provides no
aroma akin to hamburger, Dr.
Branner is skeptical. But he does
vouch for the fact that the hound
singled out the Colorado sample.

!Gold Prospectors Lease

Land in Three Counties

. Fayetteville—Minneapolis capital-
ists are in Fayetteville prospecting
for gold and other metals and have
spent about $25,000 in having assays
and other tests made. They have
leased thousands of acres of land in
‘Madison, Benton and Washington
counties.

L. C. Johnson is said to represent
Canadian capital. C. L. Bauman
represents Minnesota interests. Both
gn;nﬂl;ave ,asr?t;“::d here %tnter e§'end‘--'
in e p o years in a i€
upon which they refuse to m jt”s;

- WET=T
Fifty Years Ago.

(Arkansas Gazette, March 4, 1887.) |

Professor Thomas, geologist of the

Iron Mountain Railway Company, yes-

terday displayed a vial containing flakes
of gold which he had washed out him-
self from the newly discovered field in

.:[ndependence county. The field, he said,
is about four miles west of Olyphant

and was accidentally discovered by a
farmer named Rozelle who was out deer
hunting and found flakes of the metal
in a stream where he had stopped to
drink. The Capital City Mining Com-=-
pany, of which Col. J. H. McCarthy is
president, is now undertaking develop-
ment. No machinery will be installed

until the field is proven, but 25 to 30

pick and shovel men are at work. Other
members of the company are, Messrs.'
Kerrigan, James Joyce, Charles F. Pen~'
zel, J. M. Moore, Thomas Essex, Frizzell

and Dr. Orto. Professor Thomas e€x-

| pressed the opinion that the gold will
)be found' in paying quantities.
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