e July ﬁtht. in 1859, tho resi-
?oca.hontas obsetved a bright

ﬁﬁendint electricity; othm
it was a meteorite, while others,
it was too large for a me-
to the opinion that it was a
star or planet approaching the
it came closer it became larger
the town into a panic, for it
as though some heavenly body
to collide with and destroy the
least that part on which they

nearer, the great exploding
from the skies lighted ‘up the
r, the bottoms and the surround-
with a dazzling brilliancy, much
‘the noonday sunlight. It was
like none in the town had
before. It sent people scurrying
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through the town toward the
a comet, with loud hissing
‘who were watching the phe-
‘heard a tremendous thud, like a
cannon ball striking the earth.
‘enveloped the town again, there
: ' sulphuric smell in the air,
‘about the substance of the story

and a Confederate soldier,
Keith now of Pocahontds, when
méved there in his boyhood. It
of _brobably the largest me-
ever fell in 'north Arkansas,

weighing at least 1,000 pounds,
lying within a few feet of where
ort distance from the front
Pocahontas Grocer Company,
1k of Black river. It wasn’t the
the Black river then, but the
' a lake, formed from an old chan-
e ‘river, into which the river has

th is 78. He was about eight
saw the meteorite and heard
story. Mr. Brown lived only
d feet from where the. mon-
skies buried itself in the
‘of the lake’s bank, the next
other residents, of the town, he

‘the huge stone about three feet

has been lying close to where
aked out, for 78 years.

ars later relatives of Mr. Keith
- and grist mill on the site
meteorite fell. The big stone
» way of construction. It was so
‘rather than move it, they built

been gone for years, but
~where it was put

said the meteorite, when he
ﬁ years ago, was about nine
to one end, and three
in the thickest plaee At

and other places of safety. It

wn, one of the first residents

not hard to believe, for a huge

~strokes. It is heavy,

dig it up. They struck the top

Popular After One *Thdughtful Player Tned Them Out

; By Tom Shiras.

'Mr. Keith standing bésid'e all that remains of Pocahontas meterorite

of the elements. The material 15 & very to go into meteorite collectmg as a steady
fine abrasive. The writer sharpened his
knife on it to a razor edge with a few

business. ‘

_Material from this huge rock has played
probably twice 88 .o ..t in one of the greatest recreational
heavy as limestone, and its great weight ..o, the nation. Early day Pocahontas
has probably saved 1t from being carried | . ... slavers, who played the game when
away. - it was a popular pastime with adults, say
ls'If'hu‘lal hiif;or;;fr th;n?e::"?: ::nll.eelit ;:2 that many marbles have been made from

y oo from it.
furnished many specimens for private pl?;:z cg\?:riie marble ground in Poca-
mineral collections, as well as for other hontas during the adult marble days was
purposes. Cletus Price, bookkeeper for the next to a stone wall in the courtyard.
Tl B St s s o e e e
every few days someone lown whes ghot hard s wall.
knocks a chip off it with a chisel. Its ir-  One player knowing of the extreme hard-
regular ball shape has been caused by of the meteorite, took a hammer and
chipping. Corners are easier to knock a | p;e0) gnocked off a corner, took it to
chip Irom than its smooth surfice. Hun- ' the town marble cutter and had him shape
dreds of persons have looked upon this ..o rom it. He had the one taw in
"stone with greedy eyes, “hin‘:’ng ‘h“;ﬁ town that would take a:y;ﬁnd oft::ni::;
contained gold or other precious me ment. After that the le cu
bu hey have been disappointed. It is said kept busy until every marble player in
me assays of the meteorite havo‘ town, who could afford it, was supplied

shown small values in gold, but nothing with one. Mr. Keith said that he believed
of commercial value. This, however, lsl that some of these old meteorite marbles
rather doubtful, for the reason that hun- . are in existence, but the writer could
dreds of samples taken from both the not locate them.

metallic and stone type meteorites have There was some talk recently of a Mis-
been analyzed in the hope of finding sud- souri college wanting the meteorite for its
den riches, but no gold or other precious p,,eum. 1t should not be taken from the
metals have been found and no newde;i- state, but should be preserved in xs}gxl:e
ments. So if you find a meteorite an museum in Arkansas, or placed on e -
lieve that it contains hidden values of tion in the courthouse at Pocahontas.
great worth, don’t waste your money on
an analysis, for you will find nothing that
has not been found before. :

Mineral elements in meteorites are lith-
ium, antimony, iron, magnesium, silicon,
oxygen, nickel, cobalt, chromium, man-
- ganese, ﬂtanlum. tin, eopmr, ulummum.:




