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VOLCES OBJECTION.
10 NATIONAL PARK
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(¢] Editor of the Gazette:

I notice in tne Arkansas Gazette of
Sunday, February 5, a letter from J.
H. Hand of Yellville which contains the

{ eral deposits is recognized not only
i by engineers of the mining congress,
| wWho have explored them, but also by
| other reliable authorities. To withdraw
| those lands from private use and de-
| velopment and place them under gov-
*| ernment control would cripple not
! gnly de:lflopment of . the mining in-
. ¢ | dustry ere, but also kindred enter-
| Everybody would be glad to have | prises that would follow in its wake.”
parks and playgrounds established Mr. Hand brings this forward as one

throughout Arkansas, to afford recrea- €ason why the establishment of a

national park in the Ouachita r ion
tlon for our people and attractions to would he of doubtful benefit toegthe
visitors from other states. Creation of state.
the proposed Ouachita natiimal park,:

i The question is, of course, whether
under government control, probably puplic or private enterprises in the

. would result in wide advertising of state may lose more through the lack
' Arkansas in that respect, and Perhaps| of such developments than they would
would benefit many people employed | gain through establishing a national
by the government to supervise the park in this area. I am vitally inter-
reservation, as well as those expecting! ested in the development of the min-
| to-se.l lands in that area. On the oth-| eral resources of the state, but I be-
f er hand, it may prove Jdngthe long run leve that, in this particular case, the
[ to be most costly to development en-| objection raised by Mr. Hand is not a
terprises in thet region and to the serious one. It should be remembered
state as well. that the portion of the Ouachita
Sale of 30,000 acres of land, or more, Mountain region, in which it is plan-
| which 1t is proposed that the govern-j 1€d to establish a park, occuples 166,-
l ment take over, would deprive the 000 acres in eastern Polk and western
| state of taxes it now receives from MORntgomery counties, or only approx-
that source; Dbesides, it would mean| Mately 10 per cent of what may be
’ Wl fairly considered to be in the area of
that no other lands which are now the. - Oviachlte: ' Thowntalily vogl
‘ gion, so
open to entry in that region would be- that whatever mineral developments or
to taxation by the state| .. . 3 .

| come supject industries may be affected should be
in the future, as all would be under| .onsidered in connection with this por-
ernment control. tiou™f the Ouachita region only. The
Zggections of the Western country thus| minéra¥values of the area under con-
led up should serve as & warning to' sideration include: (1) Manganese and
rkansas. As an example, the state of sma amounts of silver, copper, zinc,
yoming - pays about $1,000,000 allead and other metallic minerals. (2)
onth in the federal Treasury on lands Slate. (3) Novaculite. (4) Miscella-
within the state that are leased from: neous minerals such as clay, fuller’s
the government for mineral purposes, earth, building stones, mineral waters,
and which are exempt from the taxing tripoli, quartz crystals, etc. The ques-
wer of the state. | Thus, its schools tion of the mineral possibilities of the
and other institutions languish for area is ably answered in the follow-
support, while its natural resources D8 reports which are of high quality.
-are being depleted and the revenue g‘hese include the state publlcatlonslil

goes to the federal government, which <¢0logy of West-Central Arkansas,

ger of Heavy Increase
in Taxation.

| To the Eeditor of the Gazette:
| :
|

’sute Gaologist Favors National U. S. Geologist Tellscdm.;nit-
¢ Park in Ozarks Region.,  tee of Congress About To-
ngzzi - i

: ;  following statement: “That the Oua- and geology of the proposed Ouachita
Ye'lville Man’POintS Out Dan_ . chita region contains extensive min-| National Park, which he read to the

ed States the park region is clasified as

' the Unilted States. These highlands, as 1
' will be noted from reference to such |

tion of the Ouachita mountains, a

with especial reference to gold and

gv:zcnoth;!;g ifn:'g:un;}, QA:,’)(;:::SI:&Y silver, by Comstock; “Manganese, Its

oEnd g Uses, Ores and Deposits,” by Penrose; |

eral experts of the country as being “Whetstones and Novacullties.” by
foremost in  undeveloped mineral "

Griswold; “Slates,” b Purdue; “Igne-
wealth. Engineers of the American! gue Rocks,” by Wlllla};ns. and the grgd-
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‘pography of OQuachitas.

In a paper describing the geography

Senate and House committees consldex;
ing the proposal, Hugh D. Miser, geol¢*
gist of the United States Geological
Survey, described this section as one
of the most rugged regions between
the Rockies and the Allegheneys. More
than two dozen peaks rise to an eleva-
tion In excess of 2,000 feet, he said.

The proposed park, which is on the
western boundary of Arkansas near
Mena, covers a large part of Polk coun-
ty. The eastern boundary is 38 miles
from Hot Springs, the southern boun-
dary 70 miles from Texarkana, and the
northern boundary 90 miles from Fort
Smith. State Highway No. 8 from Hot
Springs to Mena runs through part of
the proposed park.

Mr. Miser’s statement did not touch
on the merits of the proposed park, but
described the geological features, as
follows: J

“The proposed Ouachita National
Park lies in the west-central part of
Arkansas in one of the most rugged
regions that is to be found between
the Allegheny mountains to the east
and the Rocky mountains to the west.
On physiographic maps of the Unit-

& portion of the Interior Highlands, so
named from their central position in

maps are surrounded entirely by plains
and lowlands.
“The proposed park embraces a por-

mountain system 200 miles in length
which extends from Little Rock, at the
center of Arkansas, westward into Okla-
homa.

“The park area, measuring some 35
miles in length and 12 miles in, width,
embraces one of the best watered and
most rugged portions in the Ouachita
mountains. Portions of the area can
bé reached only by tralls, but some
roads follow the valleys or cross low
gaps through the mountains.

High Mountain Peaks.

“The mountains are east-west ridges
with steep slopes and sharp crests and
are separated by narrow valleys. More
than two dozen peaks and ridges rise

' Opposition to Arkansas

ncipal
been
‘worked from time to time near Wom-
ble and Crystal Springs, a short dis-
tance east of the proposed park. Also
diamond mines, from which many
thousand stones have been obtained,
are located near Murfreesboro, some 20
miles south of the park. The propos-
ed park area is thus a portion of a
region of geologic interest.
Much Prospecting.

“Much prospecting has been carried
on from time to time in the proposed
park, for slate, iron ore, manganese
ore, and copper ore, but thus far no
paying mines of any of these have
been developed. Novaculite and chert,
that are suitable for modern highway
construction, are available in all por-
tions of the proposed park.

“If we may compare the surface
features of the proposed Ouachita Na-
tional park with those of our estab-
lished national parks, we find no simi-
larity. 'We do, however, find that the
surface features of the Ouachita park
area resemble those of the proposed
Shenandoah National park in Virginia.
It was my good fortune to make a
geological examination of the  scenic
Shenandoah area some 10 years ago.

10,265 Acres to Be Added
Ouachita and Ozark

B Preserveg,., ¢,

Washington, June 2.—(£)—Purck
of 250 tracts land, aggregating 61
acres, for additions to natio
in the Eastern, Lake and

National Forest Reservation
sion, composed of Secretary
Davis, Secretary Work, Secretary
dine, Senator Keyes of New Hamj]
Senator Overman of North
and Representatives Hawley of O:
and McReynolds of Tennessee. |
The purchase of 5096 acres for the
Alabama national forest is authorized:
in Alabama. These lands are located
largely in Winston and Lawrence coun-
ties and include a small area in mnk-
county. :
nnother p{n'cha.ses authorized include:
Arkansas: 10,265 acres located in
“In conclusion I may say that the| Yell, Perry, Logan, ScotF:. I;(ﬁ):, g:l:.;:
proposed Ouachita park is a region of | son, Newton, Bdaxg!r.l = c!apcoun'ties i
much geologic and geographic interest., ford, Stone an Oar ahita o 0;5‘!‘%,1
“I ¢m informed that representatives| be added to :hﬁ uachi Tk
fror ~s and Louisiana are here to-| hational 101‘?8 ?497 M »"b
g » tll: N plinkror g 0;[‘;&0311; anﬁeng;::::. counties as additions Wi
ta Nativ . park in Arkansas. in Polk:
gentlemen fr%m those states had lived | the Unaka national forest and :

ies as additions to.
at a certain time in the geologic past— | 2nd Monroe counti 9 %

the Cherokee national forest. e
SAY, TRUANDN SR TS S bhep Dows Georgia: 7669 acres in Habersham,
have established parks in their own |

Rabun, Fannin, White, Lumpkin,
states, for then snow-clad mountains Union and Dawson counties as addi-
towered above the region where. there tions to the Nantahala and Cherol ce
are now cotton fields in Louisiana and

national forests.
eastern Texas, Also the sea covered — L AR
much of Arkansas then and the near- . CEAE
esgcmountaln ritreat for Arkansarfa;s PARK COMMlTTEE WILL .

that time would have been the moun- | ARRIVE HERE TOMORROW

tains of Louisiana and Texas.”

S

OUAGHITA NATIONAL ™ ™ g o zemmmoms e o

| 5 \ational Park. g ‘ e
: Thé~Congressional Commi ich
2 will make an inspectjon of the pro-

| ————— 2‘/’! posed Ouachita National Park area in
southwestern and western Arkansas the

latter half of this week, will 5
through Little Rock on the Sunshmél
. Special tomorrow morning, and wih be
guests of the Texarkana Chamber of
Commerce at breakfast. The commit-
‘tee will leave Texarkana shortly after
noon and go to Mena, from where an '
automobile tour of the area will be:

National Association Backing

Project.

W

1

Mining Congress, atter having spemy €l reports: “Manganese Deposits of | t0 an elevation in excess of 2,000 feet

four years of research ¢n mineral de-
Posits of this and other Southern
states, have proclaimed Arkansas as a
leader in variety and vclume of unde-

veloped mineral resources; and they | DeQueen quadrangles, by Miser

are now encouraging the mining fra-
ternity of the nation to bring develop-
ment enterprises here, rather than go
to foreign countries to open new min-
ing fields. That the Ouachita region
contalns extensive mineral deposits is
recognized not only by engineers of
the mining congress who have explor-
ed them, but also by other reliable
 authorities. To withdraw those lands
from private use and development and
place them under government control
would cripple not only development of}
. the mining industry there, but also!
kindred enterprises that would follow
in its wake. On top of all that, they
! state of Arkansas will be a heavy loser!
. of future revenue In taxes on thoses
| lands and the possible industries:
| which they might form the basis of
i bringing in.

There is grave doubt if these prob-
able consequences of government con-
trol over that section would be com-
bensated by public benefits from the'
broposed national park. Assuming:
that the region wunder consideration is
feasible as a playground resort, then
it could be successfully promoted un-
der private enterprise, In like manmner
as ohter popular tourist resorts hawve
been established in the Ozark regiom.

the Caddo Gap-DeQueen Quadrangle,” | 2bove sea level #nd the highest rise,s
by Miser; the ‘?‘HotQ sprmgcg Fouo,§ by!bo an altitude of 2,360 feet. (Editor's
Miser and Purdue, and the detailed | note—The National Forest maps show a
geologic map of the Caddo Gap and | humber of mountains 2,500 feet and

TTTw=====i== eral treasury on

Purdue, not yet published, but on file
in this office. The report hy Dr.
Payne, consulting engineer of the
American Mining Congress, on the
“Undeveloped Resources of the South,”
has not yet been published, and con-
sequently, has not been examined,

- The facts contained in the reports

detailed information which is now
available on this region. The men who |
wrote them were all competent men
and in every ease, estimates . of the
eéconomic values represented by the
minerals considered are discussed.
From the consideration of the facts
brought forth In these reports, the
mineral values now known to exist
Wwithin the Ouachita park area cannot,
I believe, be counted upon with any
degree of certainty to produce returns,
either to private enterprises or the
state government, which would be fair-
ly comparable to the relatively certain
and comparatively large returns which |

— i

. would accrue to .private
{and the state from the establishment
1 0f a national park.

. Concernlng the situation in Wyom-
| Ing, Mr. Hand states: “Sections of the

| @D example, the state of Wyoming pays
about $1,000,000 a month in the fed-
lands within the

enterprises

/ARY 5, 1928.

%' The constant encroachmert of the gov=-

state that are leased from the govern-
ment for mineral burposes, and which
:ll;e exempj, from the taxing power of!

fernment in taking contrc! within the ‘M:rzgf,atsihte éeokllggi‘:;t a::; %%ygxglllrlll 1?1:‘
|[:states and over private enterprise, is Information on this point.” He sgt:ates'
\[ta menace to state rights and individual G

¢ that the figures submitted b Mr.
{Uberty that should he guzrd:ld ggaiéxst- Hand of apgroxlmately m,ooo.o)(')o per
. A and.

month - correctly apply to 1924, but
that only about one-half of that sum
is being paid in 1927. The stiate gov-
ernment however benefits by the de-
velopment of these mineral lands to
& considerable extent as 37 1-2 per cent
dyce of Hot Springs, J. S. Parks of the | ©°f this tax is returned to the state
Fort Smith Southvest American, and | 8°Vernment; furthermore in Wyom-
residents of Mena, Texarkana an & Fore' | %ﬁ% fil;lrs et;ax '151 derived altogether from
Smith made up the reception commit- oil, gasgandwéc’;x;l-p;oo‘;gmgtg wt’fl‘(f’ﬁe’ff,’;
.zzgnzhat met the train upon arrival in | pe reasonably expected to be found in
]

i paying quantities in  the Ouachita
! The congressmen, together with a| |area. In addition, the situation in |

number of selected guests, were taken | | Wyoming is scarcely comparable to
at once to the country estate of Louls that of Arkansas, as the federal gov-
Heilbron of Texarkana, located at Cold | ernment owns about 65 per cent of
Springs In the heart of the Ouachita |the total state area,

mountains. The party will be enter- | Mr. Hand's unfaiilng interest in the
tained there tonight and tomorrow will ]  ineral development of Arkansas is
start on a trip through the park area,  Certainly commendable, but 7T :believe
The Heilbron estate is located four that he will agree, after a careful con-
miles from the nearest telephone at Sideration of all of the information |
/the fcrest rangers’ station and is 14 «ROW available, that the loss caused by
‘miles from Mena, Unless pians are (o¢,,[0D-development of the minerals
(changed tomorrow the congressional 1 YAl hvaly smn\ll;reawoqld
party plans on going to Hot Springs ‘determi

{ +Yellville, Ark.
SRR GG

Texarkana Gazstte. Col. John R. For-

published make up the main body of |

‘blance of the rock to the white varieties

and | @8bove in tlevation). Bince the lowest

elevation in the park area is about 800
feet, the mountains rise as much as
1,560 feet above the streams. Although
none of the mountains attain the ma-
Jestic heights of Plkes Peak or Mount
McKinley, they are part of a range
whose summits stand higher than any
others between the Alleghenies and the
Rockies. A panoramic view of the
densely forested closely spaced ridges
well repays the climber for his ascent,
whether on foot or horseback. Most of
the mountain peaks in the park area
I have climbed and reclimbed on foot |
in connection with my official duties
as geologist of the United States Geol-
ogical Survey. The crowning achieve-
ment of a day's or week's work with
me was always the ascent of a tall
peak from which a panoramic view of
the surrounding country. could be ob-
tained. [

“The headwaters of four rivers rise:
within the boundaries of the park area.|
They are Little Missouri, Caddo, Cos-
satot and Saline rivers. Also other|
streams drain into QOuachita river and
into Mountain Fork and Little river.
The waters of these streams find their!
way into Red river, one of the main

Western country thus tled up shoulg tributaries of the Mississippi.

serve as a warning to Arkansas. As

“The rivers in the mountains are
not large, neither are they navigable.
They are swift and their courses con-

From the Goazette's orrespondent.s

Washington, C., March 20.—Or-
ganized opposition to the Proposed
Ouachita National Park plan was dis-
closed today when the House Public
Lands Committee granted, at the re-
quest of Representative Lewis C. Cram-
ton of Michigan, another hearing on
the bill to be held next Tuesday.

It 1s reported that the National Park
Association is backing the opposition
which, it is charged by friends of the
measure, is incited by what they term
government bureaucracy. The fact
that Cramton was selected to make the
request indicates that the protest will
be made primarily from the standpoint
of cost, since @ramton is a member
of the Appropr’ations Committee.

Discussion over another hearing also
disclosed that “opponents of the meas-
ure are exerting some pressure ‘in the

| home districts of members of Congress
| but indications are, it is said by Rep-

resentative Wingo of Arkansas, author
of the House bill, that this action,
aroused resentment of some members

' and placed the bill in a more favorable

light.

There is talk among supporters of
the measure of invoking the Caraway
anti-lobbying bill to bring about an
investigation of the department-con-
ducted lobbying which they say has
been used to stir up opposition against
the OQuachita Park Bill.

To Summons Witnesses.

Friends of the Ouachita bill are pre-
paring to bring to Washington as re-
buttal witnesses such men as William

slst of a series of short quiet reaches Allen White of Emporia, Kan., and Wil-

separated by ripples, and, as would be
expected, they are not bordered by
swamp land. The rivers and even most

of the small tributaries are perennial study of national parks throughout the
and are supplied with water from nu- country and recently volunteered to
merous springs in all parts of the pro- appear in hehalf of the Ouachita bill
The streams are remark- if his testimony is needed.

posed park.
ably clear.
being free from

The spring water is pure,

Devonian and Carboniferous-—and they

are of many kinds—shale, slate, sand- in Congress asking for their support,

stone, limestone, chert and novaculite.
All the beds of rock stand on edge on
account of their intense deformation
by folding and faulting. An inter-
esting feature with reference to the
geology is that all the mountain ridges
are produced by the novaculite, a
massive white, flinty rock, occurring inl

a bed several hundred feet in thick- measure before,

ness. In fact, the only occurrences of

real novaculite in the United States| i

are in the Ouachita mountains. Much
of the novaculite has a closeness of
texture and a very waxy luster that
readily suggest the physical resem-

of Carrara marble. ' The novaculite
was a source of material from which
the Indians of many ~states shaped

m is 0]

lis Van Name of New York, connected

ade. :
mLee Miles of Little Rock, chairmnij
of the Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission, will join the party at Tex-
arkana, and Governor Parnell will make

the trip with the committee, or send &
representative. Congressman Otis Win-

o will head the party. t
o The committee is composed of Con-
gressmen Caldon, Utah; Winter, Wy-
oming; Hooper, Michigan; Houston, Ha-
wailan Islands; Hill, Washington; Mor-
row, New Mexico; Johnson, Okl&hm.‘_
and Swing, California. e

PROPOSED PARKIS
STUDIED FROM Al

Two Congressmen Ge?tﬁ'f'ff. e
View of Scenic Region
& ear Mena.

$%/25
| Specid] to the Gazette. : . i

Mena, June 7.—After viewing the
Ouachita Naticnal Park area from an
airplane this afternoon, Congressman
Joseph L. Hcoper, of Battle

Mich., returred to Mena and dec ared
it a wonderful sight. He displayed

B~

contamination and Shreveport Chambeér of Commerce and
also from harmful chemical ingredients. the governor of Louisiana to members

“The rocks of the proposed park area of the Public Lands Committee urging
are of many ages—Ordoviclan, Silurian, favorable action on the legislation and

from Texas and Oklahoma.

prepared to marshal the friends of the
Bill to meet the opposition. He does

cagerness to see more of the country
tomorrow when a trip by motor car
will be made. Another member of the
Public Lands Committee, sent here to
view the park area, also made the first
inspection trip by airplane. Wi

Congressman Don B. Colton of Utah
sald he enjoyed the trip but did n
enjoy the air pocket his plane encou
tered over the Ouachitas. A drop
200 feet gave the congressman a thi
but caused no damage. The two co
gressmen were the advance guard
tae Public Lands Committee sent he
to inspect the park area, They 1
the balance of the party at Texarkar
and flew to Mena in two planes prc
vided by the Fort Smith Chamber ¢
Commerce. The 100-mile flight wa
made in an hour and the two membe
were at the railroad station to
the remainder of the party tra
/in a special car. 0 i

Other members of the Public’ Lan
Committee were: Congressmen ‘Charl
E. Winton of Wyoming, John Morro
of New Mexico, Sam B. Hill of Wash
ington, Victor 8. K. Houston of He
wail. Accompanying the congression

delegation were: G. A. Hossick

with the American Museum of Na-
tural History. Van Name has made a

Messages also have come from the

members of the Louisiana azlegation
Similar messages have been received
Willlam R. Kavanaugh of Fort Smith,

executive secretary of the Ouachita
Park Association, is in Washington

not intend to call to Washington those
who have appeared on behalf of the

EPSERIIERT < ST
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FINAL

Washington kpr. 3--Final hearing on the‘ﬁill.providing
for establishment of the Ouachita National park was held
by the House Committee on Public Lands today. Represen-
tative Cramton of Michigan spoke in opposition to the
proposed measure, declaring that he was opposed to the
national government taking away from private owners cer-
tain lands embraced in the proposed park area. Wilbur A.
Nelson of Charlottesville, Va., representine several state
park organizations, also qpoke acainst the bill.

Carl Hinton, member of the tourist bureau of the.
Denver Chamber of Commerce, favoréd the measure, declarines
the proposed park would be a most desirable selection on
the part of the government. It was said by the committee
today that no time has been set for a meéting of his com-
mittee and that no advance announcement as to what action
members of the committee will take on the bill is to be
made.

Above copied from Arkansas Gazette of April 4, 1928

-_Gmlchrta National Park’ pr——

ﬁ :ziected by Expe §.
weel to the Gazette. ppénof

Mmu, May 3 —Official ins
Ouachita National park area in
't‘ mountains southeast of Mena Is
5e%ng made by Roger W. Toll of Den-
‘ver, superintendent of the Rocky
_Mountain National park in ~ Colorado.
He came to Arkansas at the direction
of Stephen T. Mather, head of the
National Park Service at Washington.
Inspection of the Ouachita area is be-
ing made under the guildance of Peter

McWilliam ﬁnd Mmor Plpkin of Mena. %

Vlews of Ouachzta Mountain Country Whlch Federal

Govemment Has Been Asked to Convert I nto Park.

s A s e S A
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160,000-Aere Traet in Ouachi r

Rugged, and Plentifully Supplied With Game,
Ideally Adapted for Such Purpose.

Up in the Ouachita mountains in
western Arkansas, about midway be-
tween the northern and southern boun-
daries of the state, there is a stretch of
wild and rugged country, very sparsely
settled and plentifully supplied with
game and fish. The area, lying in the
counties of Polk and Montgomery, em-
braces approximately 160,000 acres. The
region has more than once been point-
ed out by persons in authority as the
logical site for a national park, and
the federal government is now being
asked to establish it as such.

A leading figure in the campaign for
the creatiop of a national park in the
Ouachitas is Osro Cobb of Caddo Gap,
member of the Arkansas legislature
from Montgomery county. In Febru-
ary Mr. Cobb went tc Washington and
spoke before the Committee on Pub-
lic Lands of the Senate and the House
of Representatives in the interest of
the project. Returning to Arkansas,
he prepared a magazine wrilcic-on the
subject, which has been published in
the June issue of the National Repub-
et ;)

Would Preserve Game.

Cne of the points stressed by the
Arkansas legislator is the necessity for
- protection of the game in that section.
The land at present, he points out is a
part of the public domain and the gov-
ernment’s policy in such cases has
been to leave .the matter of protection
in the hands of the state. If a nation-
al park were formed the area would be
transferred from the jurisdiction of the
Department of Agriculture to that of
the Department”of the Interior, where
it would be placed under the direction
of the Park Service, and it would then
automatically become a fish and game
sanctuary.

“Under present arrangements ' the
state Game and Fish Commission is
absolutely unable to protect the area,”
the article says. “There is.a limit by
law to the number of game wardens
which the commission may employ and,
in this section of the state, the game
warden, who is both energetic ana ca-
pable, has assigned to him a stretch of

territory that is large enough for a

state within itself. Be it known that
this area is now owned by the govern-
ment; is, in fact, a part of the public
domain, with <which the government
may do as it sees fit without let or
hindrance, but the government has al-
ways maintained that fish and game
are state resources, and, therefore, does
not assume authority iIn connec-
tion therewith.”

A few years ago, Mr. Cobb says, the
district abounded in deer, turkey and
beavers.” The latter have besn com-
pletely exterminated but there still are
enough deer and turkey to stock the
park if they are given proper protec-
tion. Bobcats are abundant and so are
quall, while raccoons and possums may
be found along the water courses.

/ Fish Are Plentiful.

. Fish in all yarieties known to such
a section are plentiful in the streams,
particularly bass. Of late great in-
roads have been made upon them by
illegal methods. High-powered rifles
have been used, as the streams are so
clear that fish in their depths are
| plain targets for the riflemen. Dyna-
. miting also has been resorted to, and
cases have been known where the wa-
ter was poisoned by unscrupulous per-
sons. In the higher places, it is said,
mountain trout would thrive if stocked
in sufficient numbers, as there are no
natural enemies to prey upon them.

Plant life in the mountains is dealt
with in these words:

“Nowhere, perhaps, in North Amer-
, ica can there be found so great a va-
riety of forest trees and wild flowers,
the forests over a large part of this
area being virgin growth and belong-
ing both to the deciduous and non-
| deciduous families. On the heights
. may be found cedar, mountain laurel,
rhododendrons, locust, cucumber
(magnolia acuminata), hickory, red oak
and wihte oak. Lower down, the pin
oak, blackjack oak, chinquapin, to-
gether with giant pine, lem and beech.
“ Along the water course, cottonwood,
sycamore, water oak, gum and dog-
{wood, while the banks of the streams
|are lined with alders, which grow in
_}great profusion.

‘“What has been said concerning the
variety of forest trees also applies to
wildflowers. From March to November
the woods are ablaze with a riot of
flowering plant and vine. To mention
 briefly a few—wild rose, ground ivy,
wild violet, sweet pea, bindweed, black-
eyed Susan, purple cornflower, gold-

enrod, tr{xmpet, honeysuckle, May ap-
ple, moon seed and so on without
number."”

Points Out Another Advantage.

Another point in favor of establish-
Ing a national park on the projected
site is its location with regard to the
bulk of the country’s population. It
has been estimated, Mr. Cobb polats
out, that 45,000,000 of this country’s
population would be closer to such a
park than to any other national park.
The Lafayette National park, in Maine,
is at present the only one east of the
Rocky Mountains, and it has an area
of only 5,000 acres. All the great Na-
tional parks are beyond reach of the
majority of people, so far away that
only those of more than average
means and leisure can avail them-
selves of the advantages. To the rap-
idly growing population of the Middle
West and South a park in western
Arkansas would be of inestimable ben-
efit.

Weight is added to Mr. Cobb’s ar-
gument for the creation of the pro-
posed national park by a quotation
from the 1923 report of the director
of park service to the secretary of the
interior. The excerpt quoted Iin the
National Republic’s article is as fol-
lows:

“There should be a typical section |

of the Appalachian range established
as a national park with its native flora
and fauna conserved and made acces-
sible to public use and its development
undertaken by federal funds. As areas
in public ownership in the East are
at present limited to a number of
forest reserves acquired under the
provisions of the Weeks act authoriz-
ing the purchase of lands for the pro-
tection of forests and the headwaters
of streams, it appears that the only
practical way national parks can be
acquired would be by donation of
lands or acquisition of such lands
from privately donated funds as in
the case of the LaFayette Netional
park.”
Part of Appalachian Range.

The Ouachita mountains, according
to Mr. Cobb, are classed by scientists
as a part of the Appalachian range,
being the western extension of those
mountains carrying t.e name, Oua-
chita Uplift. This area is typical of
the southern Alleghenies in geology,
in flora and in fauna, and 1s classified
by the Forestry Bureau as a part of
the southern Allegheny mountains.

The concluding paragraph of the ar-
ticle is as follows:

“It has been shown that this area
is an unspoiled bit of native America;
that it is individual and distinctive;
that it would not lower the standards
of established national parks; that it
is nearer to 45 milllons of people than
any other national park; that it would
be, when created, a necessary adjunect
to Hot Springs health resort which is
visited by 300,000 visitors annually;
that Arkansas’ $52,000,000 road con-
struction program would make it ac-
cessible from all directions to the peo-
ple of small means and short vaca-
tions, who really need a breathing
spell most; that its wonderful climate
gives it an endless season and that it
is wonderfully adapted to developments
of every nature of rest, education and
recreation.”

Since he entered the legislature last
year Mr. Cobb, who is 23, has been
the youngest member of that body,
and he now is likely to enjoy sim-
ilar distinction in connection with the
national Republican convention next
month. He has already been chosen as
a member of the Arkansas delegation.
Mr. Cobb is acting as state manager
for Herbert Hoover in the latter’s cam-
paign for the Republican nomination
for the presidency. He is secretary of
the Republican State Central Commit-
tee, and is a graduate of Henderson-
Brown College, Arkadelphia.

Congressional Inspection.
Hearings on the park proposal at

Washington, D. C., have been conclud- |

ild and

ed, and if the Committee on Public
Lands recommends such procedure !

Congress is sure to authorize the es-
tablishment of the Ouachita National
park. Word has been received here that
a joint congressional committee is to
inspect the persk site, but the daie of
its visit has not yet been fixed. The
Texas and Arkansas Press Asscciations,
in - joint session at Texarkana last
week, gave full endorsement to the
national park movement.

At 90 Mrs. Harriet Perkins, librarian

at Bloomfield, Ct., gathers and dellvers

books daily in her automobile.



Congressional ©  Committe
Ends Inspection With Arrival |
at Hot Springs.

0 the Garetts,

EBpTings, Jube R &G e
nivion for the terribory for:ihe. pro-
posed Ouachita National park ‘by the
federal government will be favored by
the committee from the subcommittee
of the Public Lands Committee of the
House, which arrived here tonight.
Whether such recommendation will be
that the territory be developed into a
national park or become a recreational
center under the control of the federal
government, could not be stated, for
the reason that the committee has not
“prepared any report and will not at-
'tempt to do so until it convenes in
Washington, it was said by Congress-
man Don B. Colton of Utah, chairman
of the committee.

The congressional delegation arrived
here this afternoon from Mena. In the
party, besides Congressman Colton,
were: Congressmen John Morrow, New,
Mexlco; James L. Hooper, Battle Creek,
Mich.; Charles E. Wister, Casper, Wyo.;
Sam B. Hill, former Arkansan, state of
Washington; V. 8. K. Houston, Hono-
lulu; K. E. Merren, president of the
Ouachita National Park Foundation So-
lclety; W. B. Barton, Executive Com-
mittee of the society; Willlam Kava-
naugh, press representative; George B.
Hossick, clerk to thé congressional com-
mittee. ;

Charles H. Brough, former governor
of Arkansas; Major Evan W. Kelley, dis-
trict forester; J. S, Parks, publisher of
the Southwest American, Fort Smith;
C. A. Ver Beck, managing editor of
that paper, and Henry Humphrey, man-
aging editor of the Texarkana Gazette.

“We have been very much impressed
with the territory that has been shown
us,” Congressman Colton declared “for
many, this was our first visit to Ar- |
‘kansas.”

“We are unanimous on one thing, and
that is that the federal government
;should give some specific recognition to
that section and control it. We cannot
|at this time state whether the recom-
| mendation we will make will be to place
{tha territory into a National park or
|convert it into some recreational cen-
iter. There is such a wide difference
| between the National park and the for-
|'est reserve. The former has very decid,
‘ed views as to the conduct of the parks
and those who visit them. The Forestry
Department is more liberal, it invit-!
ed development. It wants persons to
come into the reserves and enjoy them-
selves. Furthermore, there is more
.chance for development and advertising
the territory when it is a government
recreational center than if it were in
some other department of federal juris-
diction.” ’

Tomorrow morning, the committee
will inspect the Army and Navy Gen-
eral hospital and will be given a drive,
over the ¢ity and entertained at lunch-
eon by the Board of Governors of the
Chamber of Commerce.

o

Congressmen Climb Mountainj=
and View Falls. !

Special to the Gazette, s |
Mena, June 8.-—Climbing to the
summit of Missouri mountain and |
| viewing the falls on Little Missouri riv- |
ler were chief incidents of a day’s in- |
!spection trip of the Ouachita National |
park area today. The six members
of the.'Public Lands Committee con-
cluded their official visit by an-
| nouncing they had seen enough. |

The Congressional party with «for-
mer Gov. Charles Hillman Brough and
members of the Ouachita Park Foun-
dation Society left the Heilbron re-
treat, Cold Springs this afternoon and’
completed their visit to the park area
by a motor ride. After leaving the
park boundaries, the party headed for
Hot Springs

T0 DISCUSS PLANS
“0R NATIONAL PARK

4
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| has recommended in the bill,
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P

sured its passage by that body and it
115 believed that the bill as

House for the House bill and passed

same bill 1 > House a st ses:
‘slon, will address the foundation socle-
-ty. His subject will be the changes he
» and ways
assage by

pas

and means of obtaining

bi
its

' the House. The bill will be ‘acted upon

by both the' House and the Senate at

| the coming short session, Mr, Wingo

said yesterday. Its passage has been de-
layed by the necessity of the proposed
park site being inspected by members
of the Public Lands Committee. Sev-
eral members of the committee visit-
ed the site last spring.

= Mr. McRae to Preside,

Former Governor McRae is president
of the Park Foundation Society, and
will preside today. K. E. Merren of
Shreveport is first vice president of the
organization. V. W. St. John of Mep:
is secretary-treasurer, and W. R. Kav-
anaugh of Fort Smith is executive
secretary.

* Many well known persons are mem-

bers of the organization, and will be |

bresent today. Among them are: For-
mer Governor Donaghey, Osro Cobb,
H. C. Couch of Pine Bluff, J.S.Parks of
Fort Smith, C. M. Conway of Texarkana,
Harry Wann of Mena, Peter McWilliams
of Mena and Louis Hilburn of Texar-
kana. 3
* Mr. Merren arrived at the Hotel La-
Fayette last night and a short informal
-conferenice was held in his room, Mr.
Cobb, Mr. Kavanaugh and others at-
tended.

Approximately 160,000 acres, or abowt
300 square miles, in the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest in Polk county will be

¥oetewns

| included in the boundaries of the pro-
| posed park, Mr. Kavanaugh sald. ‘“‘One
iof the most outstanding natural at-
i tractions within the proposed boun-
ldaries is the Little Missourl Falls on
{ the Little Missouri River, which largely
| flows through the park site.”

PROSPECTS BRIGHT
FOR OUACHITA PARK

Sentiment at National Capi-
tal Favorable, Mr. Cobh

f__ﬁ_ﬂeports.

2
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Prospect for the passage. of the bill
now pending in Congress, which would
create s national park of 160,000 acres
In the Ouachita mountains in Mont-
gomery and Polk counties, at the short
sesslog of Congress, appear exceptionally
good, 1t is sald by Osro Cobb, Repub-
_}tcax.;‘re' resentative from Montgomery
county and secretary of the Republican
State Committee, who has just return-
ed from Washington.

Mr. Cobb conferred with adminise
tration ‘leaders in the Senate and !
House, Secretary Roy West of the De-|
partment of the Interfor and with
other authorities whose viewpoint may
have & bearing on the fate of the bill. |

It the bill is passed, however, Mr |
Caobb said, it will be largely due to the |
efforts of Representative Otis T. ‘Wingo,
author of the bill, and to the high es-
teem in which Mr. Wingo is held by
Republican leaders in Washington.

Bill Now in Committee.

The- bill now is before both House
and Senate Committees on Public Lands
and it is believed that it will be re-
ported out soon. Mr. Cobb said that
a poll of the Senate seems to have as-

passed by
the Senate may be substituted in the

soon after it reaches the lower body.
Mr. Cobb said that Secretary West
has agreed to give the measure con-
sideration and is expected by persons
in Washington familiar with it to at!
least offer no opposition to its pas-
sage. Mr. Cobb represented to the in-:

terior secretary that while Arno D.
Cammerer, acting chief of the National
Park Service, has reported that the
Ouachita mountain section does not
come up to the national park standard
as represented by the Grand Canyon,

!

+

‘;Purchase of 25,000 Acres
Proposed in Bills to Be
Lo.orec Introduced.

!
|
|
4

| A Dbill to provide for purchase of
i 25,000 acres of privately owned land
| in the proposed Ouachita National park
In Arkansas will be introduced in the
| legislature this week, in the House by
| Osro Cobb of Montgomery county and
in the Senate by one of the senators

sald, “that thise areas should be se.
lected only upon the fitness of the

W FEDERAL PARK

from southwest Arkansas.

The measure would seek to comply,
| with the provisions of a bill now pend- |
ing in Congress to establish the Ouach-
ita National park in Polk, Montgomery,
Pike and Howard counties, provided
the privately owned land in a tract of
160,000 acres be purchased and the ti
tle vested in the United States. Th{
government owns 185,000 scres which!
under the bill in Congress, would be!
come a part of the national park.

v \ Society Sponsors Bill.

| The bill to be introduced In the leg-.
j islature-this week was written by At-
' torney General Hal L. Norwood for the

Ouachita National

Park Foundation
Society, an organization of which
former Governor T. C. McRae is chair-
man. This body also has as officers
or membpers: K. E. Merren, Shreveport
oil operator;  W. B. Barton, Fort Smith
realtor; former Governor George W.
|Donaghey, former -Governor C. H.
Brough, J. 8. Parks, Fort Smith news-
paper publisher; H. C. Couch, president
of the Arkansas Power and Light Com- |
pany; William Kavanaugh of Tulsa, |
Okla., and Col. John R. Fordyce of Hot |
Springs.
“’I‘hbﬁxecutive Committee of the so-
ciety mct in Little Rock Friday and
completed, plans for introducing the
bill ‘and’ for working for its passage
after it is introduced. Mr. Cobb, a
member of the Board of Directors of {
the soclety, plans to introduce the bill |
tomorrow or Tuesday, and will leave, |
perhaps Wednesday, for Washington |
10 urge support of the bill introduced |
in the National House by Represena- |
ative Otis T. Wingo and in the Senate |
by Senator Joe T. Robinson. {
Given Favorable Report. |

The bill in Congress has been recom-
mended favorably by the House Com- |
mittee on Public Lands and members
of the Foundation Soclety in Arkansas |
belleve that Mr. Cobb, a Republican |
member of the Arkansas legisiature, a
delegate to the Republican convention |
In Kansas City last summer and a per- |
sonal friend of Herbert Hoover, may;
be able to swing into line Republican |
members of the natlonal legislative !
body whose support is needed.

The fund for the purchase of the
25,000 acres of privately owned land
would be taken, under the act, from
the general revenue fund and the gen-
eral revenue fund would be reimbursed
for the amount from the 10 per cent
franchise tax previously credited to the
military fund for the building of Na-
tlonal Guard armories.

Mr. Cobb will argue that the ar-
mories, which would be built with the
money would be used largely for res-
reational purposes, the same end sought
in the national park project, and that
he does not believe the proposed new
armories are vital to the peace of Ar-
kansas at present. /
A Ouachita Nstional park, Mr. Cob
sald, would mean hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to the state.

FAVORABLE REPORT
ON OUACHITA PARK

House Committee Approves
Plan if Land Is Given

£ i Ltqu. S.

1

the Yosemite valley and the Yellow- !

stone, no other areas in the United
States meet this standard.

Mr. Cobb argued that a different
standard for national parks should be
set for the various sections of the
country.

While in Washington Mr. Cobb was
recelved by President Coolidge, who he

:sald, was in a jovial mood, and con-
i trary to the general impression, was
very talkative. Mr. Cobb sald the
]'president told him that he believed
Mr. Hoover would have carried Arkan-
'sas in the November eiection, except
Iror the fact that Senator Joseph - T.

Ouachita Society Will Hold
‘Meeting at Hotel LaFay-
s o ette Today.
L e ¥

VA~ 5

Senator Joe T. Robinson, who, intro- |/
duced in the United States Senate at |
its last session a bill providing for the!
creation of Owuachita National Park,
‘from part of the Ouachita National
‘Forest in Polk county in the south-
western part of the state, will address
members of the OQuachita National Park
Foundation Society at a meeting at the
~ LaFayette at 10 a. m. today.

or entertainment " of three
of the Public Lands t

/
'/ ’3/ 24 || Robinson was a native son candidate
|

for the vice presidency. President |
Coolidge added, Mr. Cobb said, that he
thought the Republicans of Arkansas
had advanced the cause of their party
more than migh{ have been expected of |
them. i

On the morning following his inter-
view with the president, Mr. Cobb re-
celved an invitation at the hands of
the president’s personal messenger, to
the judicial reception at the White

this function and met CI Justice

Washington, Feb. 6.—(&)—The House{‘
Lands Committee today approved the
Wingo bill to provide for creation of

Ouachita National park from the Oua- |
chita National Forest and certain ad-;
Jacent private lands in the OQOuachita |
mountains in southeastern Arkansas. |
The measure had béen amended to
provide that the act shall become ef-
fective only when the title to all of
the private lands in the proposed area,
containing 163,000 acres, shall be vest-.
ed in the United States without ex-
pbense to the government. About 35~
000 sacres of the project are private-
ly owned. .
The secretary of the interior and the:
National Park Service would be em- .
powered by the measure, to have charge |
of the administration, protection and!
promotion of the park. i
Basing its views on the adverse rec- |
ommendations of former Secretary
Work, the National Park Service and
the Forest Service, a minority headed

House December 6. Mr. Cobb attended

by Representative Colton, Republican,
 Utah, sald: “We believe that thLe selec~
tion of an area for a place in the Na-
tional Park

tem should not be based
o should not b

upon local demands aﬁ‘

s from visitors, that the establishing

<3 not be established until title to every
3

region for a place in the National Park
organization. It:is further our belief
that a National park should mean in
the public mind something distinctive
and outstanding.” : ]
The majority report said the area,
lylng 40 miles west of Hot Springs, |
Ark.,, 10 miles east of Oklahoma, 50
miles north of Loulsiana and the |
northeast of Texas, was in the high-
est mountainous region of the Missis-
sippi valley. |

“The suggestion that this
i3 a local one,” the majority report
said, “and that 1t should be set aside
as a state park by the state of Arkan-
sas, i1s based upon a lack of informa- |
tlon both as to its character and the |
needs and demands of that section.” i

The majority report described the |
mountains in the projected park as be-
ing the only range in this country{
pProduced by novaculite, and of dis-|
tinctive scenic beauty,
Passea, 06 0 o~ =~ = >

H. B. No. 339 (Cobb) To provide
for the purchase by the statz of 25,000
| acres of privately owned land within
the boundaries of the proposed Ouach-
ita National park. Passed, 74 to 4.
2%/ 8 -zfenate Bi'ls Passed.

proposal .

THE NATIONAL PARK OFFER

MADE TO ARKANSAS.
Assuming that the Ouachita Na-
tional park bill is passed by Con-
gress apd approved by the president,
the pe«?ple of Arkansas will be re-
quired to obtain title to some 25,000
acres of privately owned land inside
the proposed park area and deed this

; F acreage to the government.
- Considering the many advantages,
jm,inc‘ludmg direct monetary profit

of the park would bring to Arkansas,
i this is no moré than a reasonable
~ Tequirement. Compared with the ob-
, ligations assumed by other states to
« obtain national parks, it is a bar-
. gain requirement.
Tennessee and North Carolina are
now jointly engaged in acquiring
\,‘4427,000 acres, part of it valuable vir-
« gin timberland, for the Great Smoky
-QMountain National park, which can-
.~ acre within its boundaries has been
vested in fee simple in the United
« States, without cost to the govern-
ment. On the basis of careful esti-
mates, these 427,000 acres will cost
the two states about $10,000,000, an
average of $23 an acre.’ Citizens
promptly subscribed $1,066,693 of this
amount. The state of Tennessee pur-
chased about 76,000 acres at a valua-
tion of $500,000, and authorized, a
park purchase bond issue of $1,500,-
000. All told, Tennessee and North
Carolina, obtained funds and pledges
for $5,000,000, one-half the amount
estimated as necessary. Whereupon
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Me-
qmrial Fund volunteered to mateh
these appropriations and pledges,
dollar for dollar,‘ up to $5,000,000,

and the f iancing of the land pur-
chase was assured. ,
Arkansas, to obtain the only ex-
tensive national park in the lower
Mississippi valley, will be required

265

tha
before the Ouachita National Forest
can become a national park, all private-
ly owned lands within its borders must
be conveyed with the park grounds.

Senator Robinson is doubtful, in view
of the congested Senate calendar,
whether the measure can be put
through the Senate in the few remain-
ing days of the present session, but
Senator Caraway expressed the belief
that it would be passed.

The driver bill has passed the House
‘and Representative Driver its author
believes it will pass the Senate at this
session. The object of this measure is
to avoid the effect of a Supreme Court
 decision in the Lee case two years ago
holding these lands exempt from levee
and drainage taxation.

OUAGHITA PARK BILL
PASSED BY SENATE

Favorable Action by House
Expected During Present
Session.

it
e ————————
if
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? (From the Gazette's Correspondent.)
Washington, D. C, | Feb.. 164 'The

Senate this afternoon passed the bill

Introduced by Senator Robinson, au-|

' thorizing c¢reation of the Ouachita Na- 2 i¥
itonal Park. Tt is planned that this | BT
park shall be located west of Hot | o
Springs and the area contains 163,000]
. acres. Representative Wingo is hah-f
'dllng the matter in the House, and |
hopes for favorable action in that body
during the present session. Under the|
terms of the measure the park is to Y
be under supervision of the National |
| Park Service, which is a part of &he
office of the secretary of the interior. |
The bill contains the amendments |
adopted by the Public Lands Commit-
tee of the House, the most important
of which is a provision requiring the
acquisition of the private lands em- |
bracing the tract and ‘their, donation

by the state of Arkansas 0 the Unif
Btates government without any -
/to the latter. ST b B

Many petitions have be: o itod
Senators Robinson and Caraway pro-

5testing against additional purchase§ of
' land for the Forrest Reserve Comn -
slon which will hold its next mé g
on Thursday, February 21, Purchase of |
large tracts of land in Montgomery|
¢ounty was held up at. the last meete
ing of the commission at the request |
of Representative Wingo. . |

BILL FOR OUACHITA -
PARK 70 COOLIDGE

Passed by National House
Vote of Better Than

oy < lgd B
HAS STRONG OPPOSITI
Mr. Wingo Stresses Fact That 44,
000,000 lTerse:?s Live W‘xtﬁg
Short Journey of Sit;. i

&
5
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to provide only one-seventeenth as !
much land as Tennessee and North |
Carolina are furnishing for the Great
Smoky park.

»

ARKANSAS BILLS
GIVEN APPROVAL

:Senate Committee Favors
Ouachita Park and Levee
Tax Measures. |

e

(From the G ’'s Corresp 1‘5 tzrh |
Washington, D. C. Feb. —The
Senate »-Pug:ﬁc Lands Committee today
reported, favorably on two bills affect-
ing Arkansas. The first was the Robin-
son bill for the creation of Ouachita
National Park and the other w:
Driver bill granting consent of the
federal government for the assessmen
of leve: -.Q%d 1 taxes on the
' | former unsurveyed | ;
| and Poinsett

deag-
(From the Gazette’s Correspondent. 10'”
Washington, D. €., Feb. 27.—Follow-
ing a spirited fight in which nearly
a dozen speakers took part, the House
today passed by a vote of better than
two to one the Robinson-Wingo bill
providing for the creation of the Oua-
chita National Park in Arkansas. The .
bill now goes to the White House for
the signature of the president, i
The first battle over the - measure
came when Representative :ango, {5
sponsor and ardent advocate in the |
House, attempted to call it up for con-
sideration as unfinished business. A
point of order was raised and debated

g&zgm_bm { vsla:n the ground that the
‘considered “unfi; i
business.” : PE?*? 4 }315 l\eq#
. Representative Cramton of Michigan
-and Chairman Coulton of the commit-
tee which recently reported the bill
favorably were its most bitter op-
ponents.  Representative Sproul of

Q.
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park, a great many
were unable to go to the
untains for recreation.
he distinctive beauty of the
within the confines of the
park and declared it should
ved for its scenic grandeur.

i misleading statéments which
_made against the proposal
the park in Arkansas.

_‘d; Be Tremendou:
to State. 7-.2 5

2
familiar with plans for tge
‘National Park, yesterday said
proposed park will mean more
than any national le:
, generation or more:

e some of the advantage.
- A region of scenic beauty will
ed and will attract many
visitors to Arkansas every
Not only will the gasoline pur-
by tourists in Arkansas go long

‘ ighway construction, but t
nment will build roads in the park
hus lifting a big burden off the
Highway Department. This will
e department with more money
kctlng main lines that lead
1]

recognized that the fight for
i3 not won. If President Cool-
signs the bill it will be in spite ot
imental objection, but it is be-
leved he“l;vgn 1gbnore the recommenda-
{ C subordinates and rove
the bill. i o

- Representative Osro Cobb of Mont-
omery county, youngest Republican
ader In the state, who has been work-
ing a long time to secure this park
for nsas, end who has made several
Y 0 Washington in an effort to get
- bill through, last night was
ni, and sald that from his con-
lon with President Coolidge, he
S the president will approve the
pite departmental objection.
n I left Washington a few days
w ‘we still had an uphill fight,” he
“The passage of the bill in the
¢, overcoming almost insurmount-
oObstacles, including departmental
lon, & minority report and a dif-
1t parliamentary situation, is a
~great tribute to Congressman Wingo."
~ Arkansas’ share in this enterprise is

e ex;_ted by House Bill No. 339,
has passed the House of the Ar-
legislature and will be up in the
today, appropriating $100,000 to
vate land in the park area,
is 21l that is asked of the state.
s blll, which was introduced by Mr.
i b, received only four negative votes
in the House. '

The proposed park includes 160,000
“the heart of the Ouachita
partly in Montgomery and part-
V‘Polt counties, said to be one ot
most beautiful sections of Arkansas,

park is created, the area will pase
under supervision of the National Park
‘Service and ‘Wwill become automatically
& fish and game sanctuary. Until z
ears ago, that section was noted
ts wild game, deer, turkey, rac-
coons, bobcats, which have been almost
ted. Enough deer and tur-
Temain to stock the park, and
- they will be protected perpetually in
‘the future, -

r. Cobb yesterday called attention tc
fact that the Ouachita National
is nearer to 45,000,000 people
any other national park, and
be a necessary adjunct to Hot
‘the famous government health
., Which is visited by 300,000 peo-
mally.: 7

Governor Signs Bill Providing
~ for National Park.

- Nothing now remains to make cer-
tain the Ouachita National park, an
| area of 160,000 acres in Polk and Mont-
gomery counties to be turned over to the
‘government and converted into an im-
mﬁd park, but the signature of
2 sident Coolidge to the bill passed
by Co 5

yﬁévﬂ‘nm' Parnell yesterday

‘House Bill

= rieva

Pa. signed
No. 339 by Cobb, which

mea an appropriation of $100,000
0 buy 25,000 acres of privately owned
land in the' proposed park area for
the government, as required by the

federal authorities,
te last night, President Coolidge
had not signed the bill, but there is

an accumulation of bills on his desk

and its fate is not determined defi-

i:;tely.!.,_ Representative Osro Cobb of

| Montgomery county, who has been

working several months for the park,

and who discussed it with President

W"ﬁ;;{evzhweeks ago, is of the|
opinion ‘the president will si

T g

['w’;‘lge__maln drawback, and one that

™ Sehb, Senetor Robinson and Gon-

"'ngo, and the other Ar-

to combat, was the ob-

? department to estab-

k. Mr. Cobb said yes-

s confidant President

$o4

vigorously the propa-

glsla-

ward paying the huge bill fo |

, TA NATIONAL
K BILL VETOED

Coolidge Fails to Sign Meas-
ure Establishing Arkan-

sas Playground.

Washington, March 4.—(#)—Presi-
dent Ccolidge vetoed the bill to estab-
lish Quachita National park in Arkan-
sas by not signing it before tre close

.0f the last Congress. The b''.: orig-

“ Inally introduced by Senator Robinson
of Arkansas, was reported unfavorably
to Mr. Coolidge by the Dep~rtments of
the Interior and Agriculti.ce, and by
the National Park Service and the
United States Forest Service.

The measure was 'criticised on the
ground that the region proposed to be
included in the park, although of an
| attractive nature, did not measure up
to standards established in other na-
| tional parks as to uniqueness and in-
! trinsic interest.

By failing of executive approval be-
 fore the end of Congress, the measure
! automatically died.

oA
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Although confronted by fewer last-'

| einute bills than usual at the end of

a session of Congress, President Cool-

idge signed 53 measures and applied

! the “pocket” veto to about 10 more.
Others Vetoed.

_Bllls approved included the first and
the second deficiency appropriation
measures, amounting together to ap-
proximately $212,000,000, and the In-
terlor Department appropriation bill
carrying about 8285,000,000. Bills dis-
approved included that for civil serv-
ice retirement, providing for increased
annuities for government employes and
the bill to establish the national park
in Arkansas.

The first deficlency bill was the one
which caused much controversy in

" Congress on account of the amendment
of Senator Harris, Democrat, Georgia,
to appropriate $24,000,000 additional
for prohibition enforcement.

Among the outstanding measures ap-
proved by President Coolidge today was
one extending authority of the Radio
Commission until next January 1. That
body would have ceased to exist March
18 had the bill not been approved, and
the commlission’s work reverted to the
Commerce Department.

Another measure approved authoriz-
ed appropriation of $50,000 to co-oper-

ate with Latin-American countries in
the construction of a system of inter-
American highways. Others settled a
Civil war claim of the state of Nevada,
established a Joint Commission on In-
sular Reorganization, made illegal en-
try into the United States of aliens
equivalent to a felony under certain
circumstances and established Teton
National park in Wyoming.

Three of the approved bills were
signed at the capitol immediately be-.
fore the close of the Congress and the

augural ceremonies.

Mr. Cobb Believes Park Will
Become a Reality Yet.

In the rush of business following the
expiration of the 70th Congress, Pres-
|ident Coolidge yesterday falled to sign
{the act of Congress creating .he Oua-
chita National Park, and that bill,
along with about 50 or 60 others, went
by the board.

Meanwhile, the Arkansas legislature
+had paved the way for establishing
the park by appropriating $100,000
to buy privately owned land within
the 160,000-acre domain, and estab-
lishment of the park was lost by a
narrow margin.

Osro Cobb, Republican representa-
tive from Montgomery county, who has
been working several weeks to obtain |
the park for Arkansas, last night said |
that the delay 1is disappointing but |
that the creation of a new national '
park in the Ouachita range is only a
matter of time. Inasmuch as the act
of Congress passed by an almost unan-
imous vote in the House, and by a
huge majority in the Senate, despite
departmental objection, it is believed
that there is a chance it can be in-
cluded in President Hoover's call for
an extra session, but if not, it will
get an early start at the regular ses-
sion.

A committee of well-known educators
from over the state met with the gov-
ernor yesterday to object to the pro-
vision in the bill introduced by Mr.
Cobb providing for an appropriation
of $100,000 to purchase privately own-
ed land for the park. Their objec-
tion was based on the fact that the
bill, which has been signed by the
governor, provides that the $100,000
shall come from the permanent school
fund, which has had many demands on
it

Mr. Cobb last night said that a fol-
low-up bill will be introduced in a
day or two which will provide other
means of obtaining the money to buy
the land, and since the General As-
sembly has paved the way for the na-
tional park, as required, the park will
be a reality a. soon as anotner bill is
rushed through Congress and signed

| by President Hoover.
 The committee

overnor Parnell’s bill increasing

beginning of President Hoover's in-

of educators endorsed

| Fight for Ouachita Park

d

‘ - Continue, Says Wingo A
| (From the Garette’s Corresponde f

Washington, D. C., Marggn Sl.‘i)Thev
!‘Ouachita National Park bill, which died
;‘yesterday when President Coolidge gav
|1t the pocket veto, will be resurrected
| at the first opportunity, it was said byl
| Representative Wingo of Arkansas who!
was incensed at the last minute fail-
ure of this legislation after he had ac-|
complished the well-nigh impossible
feat of getting it through the House
during the final hours of the session.

It became known today that Mr.
Wingo spent a half hour of the last
few hours of President Coolidge's ad-
minis‘ration yesterday morning just be-
fore the president took his last ride up
‘ Pennsylvania avenue, trying to convince |
Mr. Coelidge of the desirability of sign- |
ing the bill.

Arkansans interested in the legisla-
tion were so disappointed at the failure
.that they have been telegraphing Con-
gressman Wingo asking if there is not
some way in which Mr. Hoover could
sign the measure and make it active.
The representative is replying that |
under the constitution it could not be
done.

D) S. leten to Continue as
Hot Springs Park Head.

Special to the Gazette.

Hot Springs, March 25.—Dr. Joseph
S. Bolten, supervisor of Hot Springs
| National park today said that he had
| been informed last week in Washing-
{ ton, where he had been summoned on
fofficial business, that the Department
{of the Interior does not contemplate
| transferring him to any other postand
{ that, as far as he knows, the would
: be continued here indefinitely as park
“supervisor. If a change is made, Dr.
Bolten said, an appointment will prob-
ably be made from the United States
Public Health Service, which has been
the custom for a great many years.

HOT SPRINGS PARK
HEAD TRANSFERRED

Dr. J. S. Bolten Is Ordered
to Louisville, Ky.; Dr. H.
De Valin New Supervisor.

Special to the Gazette.

Hot Springs, May 15.—Dr. Joseph S.
| Bolten, supervisor of Hot Springs Na-
tional Park, today announced that he
had received orders from the United
States Public Health Service, transfer-

will be in charge of the Marine hos-
pital.

He will be succeeded by Dr. Hugh
De Valin, who is on his way from Hono-

officer.
Dr. Valin was stationed at Norfolk, Va.
He has been in the United States Pub-
lic Service since 1905.

Dr. Bolten assumed charge of the

Under his administration many im-
provements have been made, the most
important of which was the grading of
government roads over the surround-
Ing mountains, making each a two-way
drive.

Dr. Valin also will succeed Dr. Bolten
as member of the special
Committee recently named by Secre-
tary ot the Interior Ray Lyman Wil-
bur, who appointed Hamp Williams,
local banker and merchant, as chair-
man of that body.

Mr. Willlams has as yet received no
specific instructions from Secretary
Wilbur regarding any special plan the
Department of the Interior may have
for Hot Springs National Park, al-
though he said he had been informed
that the mission of the Planning Com-
mlttee would be formulating reports
for the president and secrétary of the
interior; the general imprQvement and
development of the park area, includ-
Ing conservation of water of the Hot
Springs; the development of roads, and
any other uses of the national park.

Mr. Williams said the committee will
plan for the celebration of Hot Springs
National Park’s centennial in 1932.

OUACHITA PARK BILL
INTRODUGED AGAIN

Robinson Presen.ts Measure
“Pocket Vetoed” by Cool-
idge Last Session.

|
|

F
|

|
|
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 Washington, June 13. AP)—CZ-
i&:n of Omehﬁtt National ;érk in Ar-

\nsas was sought in a bill introduced
got:lay by Senator Robinson of the Sen-

i

10 NATIONAL PARK

ring him to Louisville, Ky., where he

lulu, where he was chief quarantine '
Previous to that assignment.

local government park March: 22, 1924.

Planning |

i

Interior Department in Report
Continues Adverse to
Ouachita Project.

/,L/".zlk »9

Washington, Dec. 1.—(#)—The Oua-
chita National park project for west-
ern Arkansas was reported ' as “still |
pending” in the annual report of the
secretary of the interior, issued today.

“Investigations proved conclusively
that the area contains no distinctive
scenic or other features that meet na-
tional park requirements, and, based
on these findings, an adverse report on
the projest was submitted to Congres.
by the secretary of the interior,” the
report reads.

The report narrates the passage of
the L. : by both Houses of Congess and
th= failure of President Coolidge to give
its approval at the close of the admin-
istration. The bill again was introduc-
ed in the first session of the Seventy-
first Congress.

|
|

Although the proposed Ouachita Na-
tlonal Park comprises 160,000 acres of
the most attractive scenic section of
the Ouachita mountain range in Polk,
Montgomery, Pike and Howard coun-

pecial to the Gazette. 7 - 7- S5, |
Rogers, April 26—A bill to set aside
2s 8 natlonal park, a part of the Pea
Ridge battlefield at Elkhorn tavern,
near here, where one of the bloodiest
battles of the Civil war was fought,
has been favorably reported, it was said
w0 a telegram recelved by Roland D.
Judd, secretary of the park commis-
sion, from Congressman Claude A.
Fuller.

The bill providing an appropriation
is included in an omnibus measure and
is likely to be enacted if it is not
stopped by President Hoover’s recently
announced economy program. »

The Pea Ridge National Park Asso-
ciation has asked Congress to appro-

briate 830,000 and provide for one acre

adjoining Elkhorn tavern as a nu-

cleus for the park.

HOT SPRINGS PARK
WILL BE IMPROVED

Plans for Beautification of
Spa Discussed at Chamber
of Commerce Banquet.

PORST S
Special to the Gazette. 193
ace 1(( Al-

Hot Springs, June 4.—Hor
bright, director of the National Park

ties, the Interior Department has con-
sistently refused to recommend this
area for a national park. I
In spite of the opposition of the In- |
terior Department to the project, a bill |
was passed in Congress providing for it. '
President Coolidge failed to sign the
bill just before he left office and it
suffered a pocket veto.

To obtain favorable recognition by
Congress, Representative Osro Cobb in-
troduced a bill at the last session of the
legislature appropriating $100,000 for
the state to buy all private land in |
the area and deed 1t to the government. |
About 25,000 acres is owned by indi-
viduals, but in return for title to this
land the government would spend mil-
lions of dollars improving the park.

Congress Otis T. Wingo has made a
continued fight for the park, which 1s
in his district, backed by the people of
Mena, and other towns in that vicinity,
and has been alded here by Repres¢enta-
tive Cobb and others.

Supervisor Arrives.

Special to the Gazette. [.2- /2= Jo

Hot Springs, Dec. 11.—Dr. George L.
Collins, newly appointed supervisor of
Hot Springs National park, arrived this
morning but will not take charge un-
til Saturday, when Dr. Hugh de Valin,
incumbent, leaves. Dr. Collins formerly
had charge of the Public Health Serv-
ice Department at Philadelphia.

Dr. Collins entered the Public Health
Service July 25, 1903. He has held some
important posts in the United States

road.
angr-a ?ie Valin will be transferred to a
foreign post. He became park super-
visor here June 6, 1929, succeeding Dr.
Joseph S. Bolten, transferred to Louls-
ville.

i

' House Passes Glover’s Bills
.0, Affecting Hot Sprmgs.
Yo g deitalng s,
W ington, Jan. 21. — (#) — The
House today’ passed the Glover bill to
authorize acceptance by the interior
secretary of land adjoining the Hot
Springs (Ark.) Natlonal Park.

The land is in Garland county.

Another Glover bill to provide for
the retention in the park of land
formerly occupied by the Arlington ho-
tel and bath house also was passed.

_ doctors, all of whom are under govern-

New Hot Springs National Park

Service for the Department of the In-
terior, tonight told more than 500 busi-
ness and professional men assembled at
the annual dinner of the Chamber of !
Commerce, in the Arlington hotel, that
the fact that for 100 years the United
States government has maintained con-
trol over the 43 radlio-active hot springs
/in the park, and has spent millions of
dollars for their development, was the
best answer the government could give |
as to how “Uncle Sam” regards the!
curative properties of the springs. !
“The National Park Service,” he 'said,
“will henceforth tell the story of the
waters with emphasis on their health-
ful qualities and our own faith in
them. The park will be described as
others are; the hot springs, the out-
standing features, will be endorsed, to-
| gether with the recreational opportuni-
| tles of the region. We shall hold the
park to be one of the nation’s great-
est health and recreational resorts.”
Director Albright also sald there are
no finer or better appointed bath
houses in the world than the baths
here. He also paid tribute to the

| ment supervision.

Director Albright confirmed the re-
port that a man trained in National
Park Service would be placed in charge
here in a few weeks as the new super-
visor. «He said he regretted the change,
because it would remove Dr. George L.
Collins, present supervisor. !

The change will mean divorcing su-
pervision of the park from the United
States Public Health Service, which,
however, will continue to maintain its
large hospital and clinic here.

Director Albright also said the gov-
ernment had plans for further beauti-
fication of its interests here, and that
government landscape artists and engi-
neers had been here, made surveys and
plans, and submitted their reports.

Speclalists to give addresses at stated

eriods of tfe day on birds, flowers, the }

istory of the park archaeological and |
ethnological material also are con-|

templated for the local park, he said. 5
| Joseph F. Leopold of Dallas, Tez.,
| director of the South Central division |
of the United States Chamber of Com- |
merce, was the only other speaker. 4

Mr. Leopold installed the new of-
|| ficers. They are: Willlam Anderson, !
president; Will F. Lake, vice president;

|

| Scott Hamilton, secretary-manager;
|| Dave Burgauer, Lynn Howlett, James
!/ Cameron and E. Marion Riggs, direc-
|tors. Representatives of eight com-
mercial organizations in the state . at-
tended, as follows: Rex I. Brown and

| D. Hodson Lewis, Little Rock: W. W.
lTaylor, Pine Bluff; H. W. Anderson
and L. B. White, Benton; M. O. Sheldon
and R. P. Bowen, Malvern; R. M. Hule

| and Curtis B. Hurley, Morrilton: R. W.
| Hule, Arkadelphia; J. E. Gardner,
Mountain View, and Charlle Conway,
Texarkana. |
A telegram was read from John G.|
Lonsdale, president of the Mercantile- |

. Commerce Bank and Trust Company, |
St. Louis, regretting that & business |
engagement prevented his attending |
,the banquet and congratulating the
| Chamber of Commerce on the interest |
| the government is taking in the future
' development and beautification of the |
local national park. e v I
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| Primitive  Play,
to Be Used as “Dis-
~ play Windm,v_g.z p 3 .
| Atants, Ga, Jan 21—(pTis
South wants to seil some of its scen-

| ers who have been buying their fresh

‘and, like the West, it plans to use
“national parks for display windows. '
~ One primitive ployground for those
‘who like to take their out-of-doors
straight has been definitely establish-
“ed in the Great Smoky mountains of
 east Tennessee and western North
| Carolina where some .of the last rem-
ts of the eastern wilderness lie.
_Two others, the Mammoth Cave Na-
ional Park in Kentucky and  the
Shenandoah National Park in Vir-
ginia, have been authorized by con-
gress. A bill providing for establish-
'ment of a fourth, the Everglades Na-
| tional Park in Florida, has just pass-.
Led the senate and is before the house.
: Great Smoky Mountains Na-
onal Park became a definite entity
‘early in 1930 when Tennessee and
North Carolina combined to turn over
| to the government the- first 150,000
e‘ieree of the park site. Development
Lhy the government will. await, how-
er, transfer of the full minimum
age of 427,000.  So far the two
states have turned over to the gov-
o ent 297,719.70 acres of the re-}
ifen. .ol A

ﬁg Great Smoky Mountains Na-

nal Park straddles the range that
rms a natural boundary between
nnessee and North Carolina. It

; ‘have had to meet together. Park Serv-
af d are devoted to discusslon
'fi!:gapa:&dnt problems of the National
Park Service as a whole and m&%
‘ery and climate to tourists and camp- gﬁgmiopmg the individual ‘l;‘ eat

air and vacation vistas in the West | Fequirements and accepted (oo

conferences are strictly business

“service to coincide with

sent the board in conferen es with
_ cal uses of farm by-products.

- cial committees on projects in executive
§ ‘session,

in agriculture, in-

ind science at Dearborn, Mich.,

last May. Manufacture of alcohol and
oils from corn, soy beans, ‘artichokes, |
beets and other agricultural products
for commercial and industrial use is one
of the things advocated by the council.
Mr. Smith asked on behalf of ti.e Ar-

 kansas State Grange that the board ap-
~point a committee to study the possi-

bilities of bringing farm chemurgic in-
dustries to Arkansas. The board au-
thorized its Committee on Land Use to
make & study of the question and desig-
nated the committee chairman, Dean
Dan T. Gray of the University of Ar-
kansas College of Agriculture, to repre-

other organizations interested in chemi- |
The board considered reports of spe-

Former Gov. George W. Donaghey, |

" chairman, presided, and Dr. George C. |

Branner, chairman of the Executive

fyﬁ\ Committee, made a financial report on
y the board’s affairs.

WA A el il
fw) Bill in Senate Would rxtenu

E et

Plans Approved. tie W. Caraway today introduced in

s - S e * the Senate a bill to provide for the ex-

_ "Hel Ark, Jan. 3 (#).—Dr. W. B. tension of the boundaries of Hot Springs

Bruce, president of the Eastern Arkan- National park. The bill seeks to make

sas National Park Association, said to- available certain lots providing for an
- day that final approval for & federal entrance to the reservation on West

park in Phillips, Lee and St. Francis mountain. Representative McClellan |
- countles had been received. Notice of has introduced a similar bill in the

i . . fﬂ . Hot Springs Boundaries.
Eastern Arkansas National PII’H Special to the Gazette.

Washington, March 20.—Senator Hat-

the approval came from Dean Dan T. House and has procured a report on it.
Gray of the University of Arkansas and — Zaiduos K,

Dr. B. M. Gile, assistant regional rural

rehabilitation director. The 38,000-acre
~area will include a forest preserve and
& recreation park.

: ains 18 peaks towering above 6,-
% feet and these mountains, unlike
those of the West, are cloaked with {‘
almost uneblievable vareity of flow-
S, shrubs nad trees. The region
riss-crossed by streams and punc-
ed by springs. £l
ace M. Allbright, director of the l]
al Park service, says the park ']
great smokies will rank with
‘best of the system. “It will mean
t from: an economic standpoint to
~entire southeastern section of the i
ry,” he said, “for the hundreds
thousands of visitors we will in
_see in the park, coming from all
ions and with any number of
ouring objectives have to spend
24 ‘along the way and in the

)
goes for all the parks,
director of the park service is
ning a visit to Asheville, N. C.,
ry 28 and to Knoxville, Tenn.,
1ary 29 to take a look at the
rk area and discuss progress ‘being
e in land acquisition, °
hway and park enthusiasts are
g on an KEastern park-to-park
hway to connect the national parks
d national monuments of the East.
s outlined now, it would run from
~Acadia National Park in Maine!
he only definitely established na-
tional park in the East besides the
reat Smoky Paik), the Colonial Na-
onal Monument and George Wash-
.‘Birthpl,ace_' ~ National Monu-
~in Virginia, . the Shenandoah
| National Park, the. Mammoth Cave
| National Park and the Great Smoky
| Mountains Nationsl Park. In event
‘the Everglades park were establish-
[ ,01:; wﬁd include that. #

: = ’ J
. Une other Natipnal Park is plan/
(Ded in the East, the Isle Royale ‘nf;
E;ﬁidhixm only recently authorized.

{

=
e 3
> y

Sm?%LLQ
o ; L { o om-
dinner meeting, to be helq
night at the Arlington hotat,”v}in.g.
“the purpose of welcoming |
. Allen Jr., new superinten-
Springs National Park,
onor guests will be H, M.
ashington, D. C., director
1al %’atk Service, De-

|
13

Enlarging Of

National

Park Favored
W 3l 119,

The state Planning Board at its
monthly meeting at the capitol yester-
day endorsed a proposal that the area
of Hot Springs National Park be in-
creased from about 1,000 to approxi-
mately 6,000 acres, and heard discus- |
sions on flood control and chemical
utilization of surplus farm products.

Col. John R. Fordyce presented the '
plan for enlarging the natlonal park
area which has been endorsed by the
Department of the Interior. He said
about 1,500 acres originally reserved for |
the park had been dedicated to the state
for various purposes, but that the area !
can be increased to 6,000 acres without |
material loss in taxes to the state or
Garland county, The area to be includ-
ed in the park consists largely of wild
land, he said, which would be improved
with roads and recreational facilities.

Earl O. Mills, planning consultant to
the board, was authorized to examine
maps and plans for the proposed exten-
sion and to offer any suggestions that
may appear advisable,.

Army Engineer Talks
On Flood Projects.

V. M. Cone, chief of the engineering
division of the United States Army En-
gineers Corps office at Memphis, dis-
cussed phases of levee, drainage and
flood control plans now being prepared,
affecting Arkansas streams. ‘

Henry H. Tucker of Little Rock, a
member of the Mississippi Valley Asso-
ciation, in urging the board to take
some constructive action toward obtain-
ing federal flood control works in the
Arkansas and White river valleys, said
the average annual flood loss in the Ar-
kansas river valley is $2,500,000. 4

He said he feels that these valleys

Eight Wells To Be Drilled at
Pettit Jean Park. 9-26-35.
Gazette
Plans for drilling eight shallow
wells in Pettit Jean Park to
provide water for eight camps
and recreational areas have been
approved by the National Park
Service and work will be started
within a week or two, D..N.
Graves, National Park Service
State Inspector said yesterday.
The wells will be drilled with
a2 speclal high speed rig operated
by the federal agency to drill
wells in parks throughout the

{ country. The machine is in use
{in Texas now and will be sent to

Pettit Jean when the job it now
is engaged on is completed. It
1s capable of drilling to a
depth of 1000 feet at a rate of
100 feet a day under favorsable
conditions. Mr. Graves said the
wells at Pettit Jean will be be-
tween 75 and 100 feet deep.

have been “left out of the picture” un-
der the Overton bill now pending in
Congress and added that he doubts that
the bill can be passed unless it is
amended to include the Arkansas and
White rivers. He said these rivers should
be included in the federal flood control
program, not only because of the acute
condition resulting from annual floods
in those valleys, but because control
would aid materially in preventing
floods in the Mississippi river val-
ley. e :
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_LITTLE ROCK, SUNDAY, DECEMBER

BEAUTY SPOT BEING
~ MADE ACCESSIBLE

CCC Doing a Great Work at
Petit Jean Mountain
State Park.

ROADS AND TRAILS BUILT

Artificial Lake Spanned by Stone
Bridge and Construction of Cot-

; tages Among Improvements.

"By WILLIAM A. WILSON.
(State News Editor of the Gazette.)

State Park, Petit Jean Mountain, Dec.
16.—When the Civilian Conservation
Corps workmen complete the job laid
out for them in this state park, there
will be no more inviting place in Ar-
kansas for one seeking natural beauty.
The beauty is here already, but the
CCC is making it more accessible. Work
accomplished thus far leaves no doubt
that superlatives will be needed to de-
scribe the scenery at Petit Jean state
park. A
The personnel of the camp includes
three officers and 166 privates. This is
one of the two CCC camps in Arkansas
made up of World war veterans. Many
of them served their army apprentice-
ship at Camp Pike. The commanding
officer, Capt. J. D. Treecs, also served
several months at the Little Rock can-
tonment. His home is at Marshall. He
is a former sheriff of Searcy county.
_Every man on the job appears happy
nd contented. The environments are as
sleasing as one could imagine. There is
enty of everything to keep one em-
tyed—not employed in the same man-
all the time, either. The men work
proximately seven hours a day five
ys a week. The remainder is theirs to
e ‘as they choose. There never is a
11 moment.

- Some of thé_ Scen , S ‘ i
War Veterans of the CCC Are Making Them Available for Enjoyment

4
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1'. Sp[endofs 6 | eit ] edﬁz State Park and How the World &

Road to Summit Improved.

oximately 2,000 acres. It is 1,200 feet
ove sea level. From the foot to the
b of the mountain is about 700 feet.
The winding road to the mountain’s
Siirimit has been improved considerably
sfice the camp was established July 15.

ith a gravel surface, it can be traveled
# ;‘ all 1 ads of weather. An automobile
8 ) it all the way in “high” ex-

e 2e point, a halrpin turn. At
the ve us precipitous points huge piles
; b ted” to prevent cars
ling over into the deep ra-

i the driver lose control.

. Of the 1% miles of highways contem-
mlated uncier present plans, five miles
Pl;.avq _been completed with . the excep-
%ﬂof t.h& gravel surfacing. Ther- will
(B 15 mile~ I (.ails, of which five or
ix miles h é been completed. Thase
& Ways av o\frails will enable visitors
méﬂy & > obtain views of the most
ie ; Testing features with a minimum ot
|

'I'het ;«;]n 2 jNa:ﬁral Beauties.

—H€ tralls wind around the beautiful
c&nycn“ir‘nic? - ppears to split the huge
mousfa’ . 5p  Following them, one will
#nd F it it times on the highest
ﬂﬂ}z_lt s Tz, park and may look down
i seve.al hundred feet at a rivulet trick-
ling its way toward the Arkansas river,
not far away. From these dizzy heights,

Tittle' dizzy himself.

At one point—which almost makes us
M’g to think about—these CCC men
~have built a sort of platform, with rail-
ings to prevent visitors from hurtling
to the hottom of the canyon and from

ere you y see one of the most
beautiful fa imaginable. It is known

' as Cedar falls,
by is a husekroxct: which has been
pet rock. Its surface resem-
carpet., There are ‘squares, tri-
| angles, rectangles and other odd shaped
segments. Thin moss covers the rock,
'givn)_g the “carpet” a velvety appear-

fanees. - o

" ‘l’hpn en there are the bear caves, rock
ouses, buzzards’ roosts and other nat-

"; iral phenomena which are sure o er-
f‘ﬂgﬁ” e Interest of those walking and
{ climbing anc descending these trails.

The photograph at the upwer left, above, shows the type of road construction in progress at the state park on Petit Jean mountain. The

picture below shows the same section of the highway in an unfinished stage. To the right of this picture is a view of another road laid out,
but on which only the clearing of the right-of-way has been completed. On the extreme right is shown a ‘“close-up” of Cedar Falls, one of the

many natural beauties of the 2,000-acre park.

Improvements Added.
! While most of the features of the.
| park are provided by nature, several
| will be the work of man. Chief among
| these will be an artificial lake, about 15

| acres in area, with a bridge of natural nends that a portion of the game
snd fish license fund, the receipts

most of the area for the lake has been from the sale of state lands and a
cleared. Two dams will be constructed, ymall sym from the highway fund be

appropriated by the legislature for a

stone spanning it at one point. Work on
the bridge is progressing rapidly, while

one above and one below the bridge.
There will be a large boat landing near
the bridge. Below the bridge there will
be a swimming pool.

Early next summer, when people be-
gin to seek shelter from the heat of the
city, cottages will be available at this
park. They will not be cottages of the
type ordinarily found for rental pur-
poses. They will be built according to
government specifications, from the best:

Native stone, cemented together by an

ARKANSA AND A STATE PARK
P, fp SYSTEM. | =2, 2- 3/
Theaéate Park Commission recom-

survey to determine what areas are

desirable for park purposes. At least| 085t

the state might go as far as making 5
such a survey, and lay the ground-}
work for a comprehensive and con- |
tinuing state park policy. : f

The increased incentive and op-I

of materials and of beautiful designs. portunity which a well selected Rndl
\

artisan, will predominate. Three of
these cottages are in the early stages of
construction. One could not select a
more beautiful site.

There also will be a hotel with ac-
commodations for 40 persons.

A Fine World, After AlL

One could write on and on about the
beauty of the Petit Jean State park and
never tell half of it. The correspondent
had the good fortune to spend a few
naurs here with Capt. Jesse H. Crossett,
A 'kansas National Guard chaplain ard
piysical director of the Little Rock Y.
M. C, A. What we saw made us realize

~that after all this is a fine old world in
. which to live—if we just go out and see
| more of it. :

Captain Treece and Lieut. J. C.

| Bounds showed us the sights — or as

many of them as we could see during a
two-hour hike. We enjoyed every min-
ute, even though your correspondent
isn’t given to raving over the beauties
of nature. However, our eyes were open-
ed on this occasion as never before, We
hope to visit the park again after the
| CCC men complete their plans — and
wouldn’t object to another visit in the
meantime (provided we‘don’t have to
write about it).

After the hike, we returned to the
camp, enjoyed a well-balanced supper
(which we were told was the regular
repast served to all men of the camp)
and then sat in on a prog- rin. -ranged
by Captain Crossett. This prog».m con-
sisted of a brief religious ser ice, fol-
Jowed by & dozen or more smigs by the
“Dee-Dot-Doe” trio, compused of the
Misses Helen Steed, Zmalene Wallis and
, Helen Walls of Little Rock. ;

developed chain of state parks would
give the people of Arkansas to en-
joy the natural beauties and attrac- |
tions of their heritage would be worth
every penny it cost. The drawing
power of such a system for tourists
snd recreation séekers from outside
Arkansas would mean a substantial |
and increasing volume of profitable
business.

A chain of state parks in Arkansas
may easily be visualized. It would |
include historic Arkansas Post, bold- |
ly picturesque Petit Jean mountain, |
and other sites and areas with ex- |
traordinary natural features or his-
toric appeal. It was recently ‘an-
nounced that the Arkansas Post Park |

Commission would ask the legisla- |

ture to provide for the appropriate
improvement of the site of the first
white settlement west of the Missis~

kensas county to appropriate $5,000
for this purpose.

A state park system is the logi-
cal outgrowth of a state highway sys-
tem for every state possessing the
perk material in which Arkansas is
so enviably rich. Without automo-
{ biles and good roads, there would be
| small occasion for state parks. But
! with these means of rapld and com-
fortable locomotion, any holiday could
be used by Arkansas families to visit
and enjoy one or more of the areas
in the park chain. Motorists from
neighborlng states would be drawn to
visit our parks, and longer distance

sippi. A bill has now been introduced :
in the House by Mr. Deane of Ar-

‘travelers by highway would be in- (L SEEK FUNDS
duced to route their journey through U

picturesque Arkansas, with its Ozark
and Ouachita uplifis standing like
an island in a sea of alluvial
prairie landscape separating the west-
ern foothills of the
from the eastern base of the Rockies,
and the lake reglon of the North
from the ocean beaches of the Gulf |

FOR STATE PARK

and

Appalachians ingag  Post  Commission

' Ask Appropriation to
Begin Work.

rx_’u' )~)1-37

At 4 luncheon meeting yesterday
noon at the home of Mrs. John F.
Weinmann, 2214 Battery street, the
! Arkansas Post Park Commission adopt-
ed a plan of improving the new state
park on the site of historic Arkansas
! Post, the first white settlement west
of the Mississippl river, and to carry;
[ out the improvement plans for the
| biennial period will ask an appropria-
tion of $10,000 from the General As-
sembly. With this sum, it was sald,
a start can be made toward beautify-
ing the old post park, over which four
flags have flown, and later on, when
financial conditions improve, more
rapid progress can be made.

The first $5,000 of this would not
be available, it was explained until
after the fiscal year begins, by which
time, it is believed, financial condl-
tions will have improved.

Mr. and Mrg, Weinmann entertained
the members of the commission at
luncheon, after which the business ses-
sion was held. B. C. Howson of Pine
Bluff, well kown landscape engineer,
submitted a drawing he has prepared
of the proposed park, and his pl.ns
were accepted by the commission.

These plans call for a circular drive-
was around the spot where the first
territorial legislature met, where the
Arkansas Geazette was founded, ar
where the first bank in Arkansas was
established. The ruins of these first
brick buildings in the state are there,
and a marker placed by the Pine Bluff
Chamber of Commerce. Near hy Is
the site of the fort and in the park
area are the earth fortifications
thrown up by Confederate soldiers In
1868,

The open space here is well sodded
with Bermuda grass. It is planned to,
trim out underbrush and preserve the
trees in the park, which is expectedy

. tically to acceptance of lands glven

| highway fund be used to provide

|

j to become an attraction for tourists,
The commission hopes to kegin this
work on a small scale and continue the
improvements indefinitely.

Those present included Mr. and Mrs.
Welnmann, Mrs. Maude Bethel Lewis,
| Btuttgart; Mrs. W. W. Lowe, Gillett;
| Mrs. Martin L. Sigman, Monticello;

W. Burnett, DeWitt; Dallas T. Hern-
don, Little Rock; Fletcher Chenault;
l Little Rock; Miss Janie Woodruff, Lit-
tle Rock; F. M. Quertermous, DeWitt,
[ and Mr. Howson.

iMrs. ©Charles H. Miller, Little Rock; J.
|

T . e B

Artificial Lake to Be Built in

Arkansas Post ?ﬁ'k.

! cial to the Gazette. e ; )
R ttaart, July 20.—Construction of
a dam across a low section of ground
to form 'a seven-acre lake at the Ar-
kansas Post State park will be started
tomorrow by M. R. Crandall, who was
lgiven a contract for the work at a
meeting of the Building Committee of
the Park Commission. The dam will
be located near the Arkansas river, and
the lake will be formed. by water
from rains. |

The Building Committee also voted
to join tie National Conference of
State Parks.

SERIES OF STATE
PARKS PROPOSED

Honorary Commission, in Re-
port, Urges Legislature

0. o N0 ASSISES ¢ ;
Ll 3/ // /‘4 Q A’tfy’rm

Recommendation that the Senate
and House of the 1931 legislature ap-
point a special joint committee on state
parks and that the matter of establish-
ing a series of such parks be given
careful consideration by the legislature, |
is contained in the biennial report of
the Arkansas State Park Commission, |
filed yesterday with Governor Parnell
by Attorney General Hal L. Norwood,
chairman, and Guy Amsler, secretary.

The commission, composed of the
above officials and five appointed mem-
bers, was created by an act of 1927
upon recommendation of the late H. W.
Applegate, former attorney general. The
commission was authorized to lay out
state parks, to accept donations of land
for park purposes and to select areas
of state-owned lands suitable for parks,
which would be set aside by the state
land commissioner at the request of the
governor and the commission.

Appropriation Lacking,

No appropriation was made to carry
out provisions of the act and the com-
mission’s activity has been limited prac-

by individuals for parks. An honorary
Park Commission, of which Mr. Apple-
gate was chairman, before creation of
such a commission by statute, obtained
donation of 1,103 acres on Petit Jean
mountain near Morrilton for a state
park. Since the original gift, the
sour! Pacific railroad has given
acres and E. E. Mitchell of Morri
has given 25 acres, making the ft
area, 1,248 acres.

The present commission has gele
certain lands on Mount Nebo in
county for park purposes, but has
made a survey of probable park 1
because no money was available.

The report recommends that a
tion of the game and fish license f
part of the receipts from the sal
state lands, and a small sum fro.

state-wide survey to determine
areas should be set aside for public
park purposes. Following the survey,
it was suggested, small sums could be
made available each year for improving
the parks. The report said additional
tourists would be attracted, thereby in-1
creasing the gasoline tax receipts, if the
state had a state park system. It was
sald that the commission should bhe
given authority to exchange state land
for privately owned land desired for
park burposes. :

The report reviewed laws of other
states pertaining to state parks and
quoted from speeches of widely known
men in public life to show the growing
demand and necessity for recreational
areas.

Report in Part.

The report said in part:

“Our forefathers with net and seine
took fish in great quantities and
slaughtered the state’s game with no
thought of tomorrow. No serious effort
was made to protect our wild life until
1t was practically exterminated. The
state owns more than a million acres
of land. Are we golng to wait until all
desirable areas for parks and public
hunting grounds are acquired by pri-
vate interests, before taking action? The
time will soon come when one cannot
go hunting or fishing or for any kind
of an outing, unless he is able to own
considerable land or can afford to be-
long to a club. Men of wealth, many
of them non-residents, are acquiring
our recreational areas. When this earth
was created, shaded with forests, set
with lakes, threaded with streams and
beautified with flowers, was it intended
that some day all this should only be
the Inheritance of the rich? Will Ar-
kansas discharge its duty and preserve

for the masses some of nature’s boun-
tiful gifts? !
“Our children have that same inher-
ent, mysterious love for the great out-
doors that we had, and we should pre-
serve for them the things that we en-
Joyed. In later years, the happiest’
memories of their childhood will be
of times when they enjoyed the fresh
air and beauty of the great open spaces.
Shall they have no reminiscence ex-
cept of back yard play grounds, min-
lature golf, miniature pool and minia-
ture ancestors? i :
“The old and the young hear the call
of the hills and its harmony is more
Insistent in this age of jazz, automo-
biles and motion pictures. We long to
get out where the air is pure, the skies |
are clear and the spirit of God breathes |
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THESE STATE PA
i 'HOLD FOR ARKANSAS.
_ Coming to Arkansas as district
landscape inspector of the National
‘Park Service, Philip H. Elwood saw
the state park reservations on Peit
Jean and Mt. Nebo and pronourced
thém surpassingly attractive as -a-
tural beauty spots. He found the:
areas ideally located to become th.
nucleus of & park and parkway’ sys-
tem that would if properly developed
'make Arkansas nationally. famous
and bring thousands of visitors from
other states.” /-3 3- 53

~After his visit to the two moun-
tain parks now being improved un-
der his supervision by C. C. C. work-

ers, Mr. Elwood said:?:zs%,l'ﬁ'é
. “Little Rock and Hot Springs should

be the gateways to one of the most
outstanding recreational centers in the
ntire country, and if the citizens of
he.s’tatev co-operate properly and plan
their parks with sufficient vision, I
predict, that Arkansas will be widely
known within a few years as a recrea-
tional center. * * * Development of
adequate and attractive parks in Ar-

kansas would be of untold commercial |

value to the state.”
‘When' a landscape inspector of the

Np;tiqnal Park Service is moved to
so enthusiastic praise it means that

‘he finds Arkansas dowered with ex-
‘traordinary attractions. He reminds

_}ilslf"\that'vye ‘have another advantage |
in our Southern location and mildf

B
i

- Transforming Devil’s
e St e T

By DORIS HARTMAN, .

Devil's Den is well named, for it con-
tains yawning crevices, tangled under-
brush and briars, but it will not stay in
this wild state long, for it is to be trans-
formed into a state park by the CCC
workers who are located at Devil’'s Den

camp, four miles from the “Den” itself.

The prp,ject of making the park and build-
ix_lg good roads to it will take some months,
but the results will be worth the effort if
the present plans are carried out.

Rustic bridges are to be built over Back-
burn creek, a branch of Lee’s creek, which
suns through the valley that is the “Den.”
The springs on the mountainside are fo
be piped down to spots from which the
water can run as miniature waterfalls. All
objectionable underbrush will be cleared
out and attractive paths made to the in-
teresting spots. Then a number of stone
cottages will be built. }

Good roads will be necessary if the park
is to be of -any use. The plans are to make
a circular road from highway 71. This will

\lead west of Winslow until it reaches the

bluff above Devil’s Den, then it will circle
back and join 71 at West Fork.
In Remote Section.

. Few mlaces in the Ozarks are more re-

.winter climate, which would draWw |mote than Devil's Den has been. It is still
tourists at seasons when parks and |rather difficult to reach, but since the
recreational areas in colder sections |coc camp was established it it

must_remain unvisited. :

It was our good fortune that the
g;e{stdept’s _upemployment relief pro-!
gram made it possible to start de- o,

velopment work ‘at Petit Jean and
ML, Nebo probably years before the

state could, or would, have under--
taken it unaided. But the govern-

ment can not and will not do more
than make this beginning for us. It
‘will be for Arkansas to build and
maintain all - weather roads to its
existing parks, and move on to ob-
tain and improve other natural park
until the great recreational sire
¢ch Mr. Elwood envisionss in the
arks and Ouachitas i made ¢
lity. ;i g

thetic toward stiite park develop-

t. Other states, notably Maine
New Hampshire in the East and
ornia in the West, have treated
ic_ and climatic attractions as
fural assets to be systematically |
developed for the money there is in
them. Arkansas has the most .prac-
tical of reasons for doing likewise.
We want more business in this state
—more new money coming in. Here
is a way to bring it in. Well planned
and supervised expenditures on park
ypve’lopment and approaches would
‘be a paying investment, not in-
rdﬁigence in a fad or a luxury.

WHEN A STATE PARK INVITES
; THE PEOPLE.

Evidence of what a state park may
mean comes from Illinois, where two
CCC companies have been at work for
the past year in the Starved Rock
state park on the Illinois river. This
has long been a popular beauty spot,
attracting 250,000 visitors as long ago
as 1928. But last year, with the en-
larged parking, picnic and camping
grounds, improved trails for hiking
and increased recreational facilities
in general, 500,000 visitors came.
People will flock to state parks if
the parks are provided. We can’t real-
ize yet what it is going to mean to
Arkansas to have had the parks on
Petit Jean and Mt. Nebo and at other
spots improved and made more easily
accessible and enjoyable. For our own
people and for outsiders they will af-
ford inducements for touring that
have not existed before. Arkansas was
fortunate indeed in the opportunity to
have its state park reservations de-
veloped as part of the president’s CCC

s 'a state Arkawisas has beel.

many visitors each week-end. The camp

1 an elevation and visitors tramp down

.ind the place it is named after and to
e the odd tunnel-like cave located there.
‘As it is now the small valley, which is

the “Den,” would be like any of the

sparsely settled Ozark regions, except that
in the remote past 30 or 40 acres of moun-
tainside toppled off, mostwof it stopping
200 feet or so above the floor of the val-
ley. It rests in huge cakes, which have
fissures between, and looks like a giant
jagsaw puzzle that has not yet been inter-
locked.

The fissures run in all directions, most
of them being two or three feet wide and
from 10 to 60 feet deep. Eliza did not

skip across the ice cakes any more breath-
lessly than one jumps from section to
section of this fallen land. There is a feel-
ing as one jumps that he is in the midst
of an earthquake and the ground is op: n-
ing all around him.

If one happens to jump off a rock shelf
at the right spot, he spies a small opening
which leads to a unique cave. After en-
tering, there is a descent of three or four
feet over -a pile of rocks, then a narrow
passage is reached which averages some-
thing like three and a half feet in width.
The tnnel resembles the larger fissues
except that it is covered. This cave is as
neat a tunnel as engineers ever blasted
through a mountain. It is about 11 miles
long and comes out a half mile west of
Winslow: <Being a dry cave, it is not diffi-
cult to traverse. £ W

FOUR RECREATION
SITES NOT CHOSEN

Location of Six Already Se-
lected By Commission Not
.~ Made Public.

Six of the 10 proposed recreational
centers for the state centennial cele-
bration in- 1936 were selected at a meet-
ing of the Executive Committee of the;
Arkansas Honorary Centennial Com- |
mission at the Hotel Marion yesterday.

The location of the sites was not
announced pending the selection of the
other four. ‘ :

The state has been divided:into 10
sections and one of the recreational
centers is to be placed in each section.
Each section within the next 10 days is
expected to appoint a member of a
delegation which will go to Washing-
ton, D. C. April 16 for a conference
with PWA officials on the application
for a loan of $750,000 to finance con-
struction of the recreational centers.

Former Gov. George W. Donaghey
of Little Rock, chairman, will designate
two members of the commission to ac-
company the delegation.

‘Mrs. M. L. Sigmon of Monticello re-
signed as treasurer of the Executive
Committee yesterday and Arthux L.
Phillips of Little Rock was elected to
succeed her. Mrs. Sigmon will con-
tinue as a member of the commission.

Dallas T. Herndon of Little Rock was
named chrirman of a committee to se-
lect a design for the centennial half
dollar. He will select two members of
the commission to serve with him.

Mr. Donaghey presided yesterday.
Other members attending were. A. W.
Parke of Little Rock, secretary; Wil-
liam ©F. Scarborough of Batesville,
Charles S. Holt of Fort Smith, Mrs.
John F. Weinmann of Little Rock, Mr.
Herndon and Mrs. Sigmon.

An office for the commission has
been opened in the Wallace building.

PARKS PLAN LAID
BEFORE ROOSEVELT

Arkansas Delegation Explains
Recreation Areas Proposal
to Rqesident.

i
!
_fzm\ 14 3
\ Washington, ne 8.—-(/P)jA yc-om-

mittee. of Arkansas citizens laid before
President Roosevelt today their pro-
posal to create several parks and recre-
ational areas in various parts of the
state, to be financed jointly by federal
and local funds.

The president expressed interest. He
asked the group to file a prospectus
containing more definite plans to be
studied by government officials to de-
termine whether the government could
participate in such an undertaking,
and whether the act creating the Pub-
lic Works Administration would permit
the use of PWA funds.

Mrs. Prank Dodge of Little Rock,
representing Governor Futrell, was
‘spokesman for the committee, which
was accompanied by Senator Robinson,
Democrat, Arkansas. Others in the
party were: W. W. Campbell, Forrest
City; R. D. McWilliams, Lake Village;
R. M. Ruthven, Mountain Home, and
William Scarborough, Batesville.

Mrs. Dodge said the committee
planned to remain in Washington for
several days and expected to prepare
a detailed prospectus of their plan to
. be submitted to the president before
' they returned to Arkansas.

The committee is applying for a loan
of $1,000,000 to construct 12 recrea-
tional centers in the state. The proj-
ects are being sponsored by the Ar-
kansas Honorary Centennial Commis-
sion and it is hoped to have them com-
fé%?d in time for the centennial in

Ground for the areas is being donat-
ed by communities where they will be
constructed. The committee carried to
Washington a picture of ons of the
sits. It has been estimated that each
of the areas will cost $75,000.

Plans include the construction of
cabins, swimming pools, tennis courts |
and other recreational features. When
the commission asked for donations of |
sites, more offers than could be utilized
were received. Members of a special
committee then made a trip and in-
spected the available sites. -

~ for pleasure, mo;

family setting out for

% in wide variety. Its woods and waters
| have always attracted sportsmen by
"the thousands. It is full of places to

go some place.” That

& ternoon or Sunday drive, of the
tourist planning to spend a vacation '
inhisecar. b2 5- & ;

The Tourist Promotion Committee |
of the Arkansas State Chamber of
Commerce is putting publicity funds |
to a most practical use in issuing 50,-
000 copies of a sightseer’s guide book
for Arkansas. Our tourist and vaca-
tionist trade, already important, is
one of our greatest potential assets.
Arkansas is easily accessible to a huge |
population in surrounding states. It
has beautiful and interesting scenery

go, and it has spent $100,000,000 on a
state highway system to carry motor-
ists to those places. But there has
never been any convenient.source of
general “where to go” information,
and there are millions of motorists
between the Atlantic and the Pacific,
Hudson’s Bay and the Gulf of Mexico,
who don’t realize what they could see,
to their pleasure and substantial sat-
isfaction, by touring in Arkansas.

Distributed outsice the state, this
booklet, with its keyed map indicating
many points of special scenic or his-
toric interest, should bring us many
visitors, eager to see new places, who
may be expected to go back and tell
their friends not to miss seeing Ar-
kansas. And it will not be without ef-
fect at home in leading Arkansas
motorists to gain better acquaintance
with their own state.

| Rock,” a jutting promontory of flaves-

But ‘Devil’s Den’ Has Many
- Attractions for Lovers
- of Nature.

|
I
|
i

Speclal to the Gazette. ! d

“West Fork, Feb. 3.—Hidden away in |
the high country between the Oklahoma
line and the White river lies Arkansas’|
newest state park. Into this area of
about 2,000 acres now leads a scenic
ridge road. One hour’s pleasant drive
from West Fork and you are there.

Before you lie many pleasures.
Whether you crave excitement or re-
laxation the park provides them. From
the entrance on Hurricane Ridge &
wide road leads by easy stages down to
Lee's Creek, wk e clear waters glisten
as the car winds to lower elevations.
Fishing on the creek is famous—its in-
accessibility, deep holes, cold water, and
an abundance of food provide the back-
ground necessary to a fighting bass.

Many Peasant Walks.

Should you crave to walk there will
be trails that take you quickly and
easily to the valley’s rim where another
trail urges you to come and listen to
the water tumbling and twirling over
many cascades and ripples to finally
fall over a 60-foot bluff onto moss-
covered rocks below. Beyond the falls
the trail brings you out onto “Yellow

cent sandstone, where a magnificent
view covering more than half the com-
pass enchants you. To the north the
mountains at the headwaters of Lee’s
creek stand in faint outline against the
sky and the eye may wander over
thousands of acres of mountain valley
covered with oak, hickory, sweet and
sour gum, sycamore, juniper, maple,
walnut, persimmon, sassafras, elm, lo-|
cust, alder, elder, iromwod, hackberry,
ash, willow, poplar and others. Be-
neath “Yellow Rock” the valley floor
provides an excellent picnic area, known

- velopment by the Civilian
Corps under National Park

to the natives as ‘“Moonshiners’ Con-
vention Ground.” Farther south and
across Lee’s creek may be seen the en-
trance to Devil’s Den, with masses of
rock strewn about it covered with
hanging gardens of mosses, ferns and
lichens. The rough “canoncito” called
“the Devil's Council House” stretches
up toward the top of Mt. Olive, and be-
tween the two is the deer run, ‘where
in times past the hunters lay in wait.
Trail Along Bluff’s Edge.

Retracing your steps back to the
main trail you may continue along an-
other one called the “Rim Rock Trail,”
which winds along the edge of the steep |
bluff overlooking Lee’s creek and con-
tinues up the mountainside near the
auto road to end at the entrance of the
park. Or, you may descend into the
valley of the creek and cross to Cold-
Spring over a scenic log bridge. The
spring bubbles forth a cold stream and
the ground nearby has been for years
a favorite camping spot. Not far away
another falls lulls the senses, and be-
hind the spring huge chunks of sand-
stone broken from the valley’s rim are
almost hidden by a carpet of mosses
and lichens. Tangled skeins of hang=
ing vines accentuate the luxuriant
growth. B 5

The Devil’s Den. |

The proverbs say that the road to|
the devil’s den is a path of roses, ‘yet;
here old Nick has changed the situa- !
tion and the way is rough. His den,§
being in the basement of his home, is
the easiest to reach, but once inside the
curious visitor must watch his step. A
wide chdamber narrows to a fissure or
descends to an aperture necessitating a
crawl of many feet. Bats line the walls
in wintry weather. How far the cave
extends’ no one knows. Some mnatives
say three miles; some say 12. i

The rock in the vicinity of the Den
is split up into numerous deep and
mysterious fissures. One deep ' crevic
is called the “Devil’s Kithcen;” anothe
wide fissure piled with huge blocks ¢
rock is the “Devil’s Council House
Wildcats and other beasts of prey mac
this area their home years ago. :

Wierd Stories Told.

Many tales are told of happenings
here: The story of the man, wife and
five children who were last seen to-
gether near the Den. Later the man
appeared alone some miles away. Some
natives say that the Den holds the sec-
ret of the disappearance. Again: A
half-breed Cherokee Indian girl, mar-
ried to one of the residents of the near-
by farms, left him when he mistreated
her. She was seen going down the trail
that led through the park area toward
the railroad, her husband following. No
trace of her has bheen found since.
though suspicion still points a finger at
the Den.

In the park 200 CCC boys from North
Dakota are building roads, trails, picnic
grounds, cabins, bridges and dams. The
road to Devil's Den State Park, which
will be on the circle trip from Highway
71, with terminals at West Fork' and
Winslow, is being.improved by the local
men of the CWA and within the next
year, if money is provided by the fed-
eral government for its continued ce-

ction, Arkansas’ newest

ady for visitors.. -
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