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about $13 a ton for salt cake and :
porting around 175,000 tons of it a ye
American paper makers are payi
from Germany. £Ap o 1S
| E. M. Allen, president of the Mathie
son Alkali Works, said today* that the
‘company’s plant at Lake Charles, La.,
would start producing salt cake in Oc=
tober on a basis sufficient to supply
the needs of the United States. He
said that the American-made salt cake
is superior to the imported variety.

1 : 3
Pioneer by Edgar B. 4 s Sioneers in the 1800s and Con-
Chestnutt, Editor. Mag- fegerates of the Civil war obtained
azine section, Little salt from the wells located here. John
Rock, Sunday, October 24 ,Hemphill in 1812 on this spot opened
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The Barkmans soon had white neigh- in Arkansas, a salt refinery.”
bors. John Hemphill, who settled in This is quoted from a large bronze
1811, was among the founders of in- marker cast for the Arkansas Centen-

dustry in Arkansas. Observing the In-
dians using a crude method of getting
salt from the saline waters of a bayou
that in high water was tributary to the
Quachita, he substituted a more scien-
tific way. It is presumed that as de
Soto traveled south from Hot Springs
in 1542 it was at this same spot that he
bartered with the savages for salt for
his men and horses. Hemphill built
up a profitable commerce within the
next decade, selling salt to other pio-
neers up and down the rivers for many
miles. Barkman, too, manufactured salt
and sold it to early settlers.
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nial Commission to be embedded in a
stone monument at a point one mile
east of Arkadelphia by the side of state
Highway No. 8.

There is no romance in salt today,
but there was in the Nineteenth cen-
tury, in the Eighteenth century, and
before that. Today we say, “Please,
pass the salt,” and it is handed to us,
as a matter of course. When the house-
hold supply gives out, it is about the
easiest thing to be replenished.

But there was a time in Arkansas
when salt had to come on a steamboat
or by slow moving wagons drawn by
oxen, the journey requiring weeks. Salt
was a necessary article, for the cattle,
the horses, for curing meat and pre-
serving the hides and furs of animals
prepared for shipment to New Orleans,
St. Louis and other markets by the
pioneers.

It is not surprising that the Indians
valued so highly the few sources of
salt in what is now Arkansas. It is
recorded that Hernando de Soto and
his Spaniards while encamped at the
“Fountain of Youth,” now known as
Hot Springs, grew excited when some
Indian dropped a chance remark about
salt being obtainable three days’ jour-
ney to the south, at a place where sa-
line water welled up from the bowels
of the earth. De Soto’s horses and men
were in need of salt and thither they
went and found it. -

A member of de Soto’s party, a re-
corder or historian, the Gentleman of
Elvas, believed to have been Don Al-

varo Fernandez, wrote after visiting
the salt wells on the bank of a creek
near the Ouachita river: “The Indians
make it along the stream which, when
it ebbeth, leaveth it upon the upper
part of the sand. And because they can-
not take it without much sand mingled
with it, they throw it into certain bas-
kets which they have for the purpose,
broad at the mouth and narrow at the

bottom and set it in the air upon a

bar, and throw water into it, wherein
it falleth. Being strained and set to boil

upon the fire, the salt remaineth in
the bottom of the pan.”

An episode in the Centennial pageant
at Arkadelphia in 1936 consisted of a
ceremony depicting the bartering be-
tween de Soto and the Indian chiefs for
a supply of salt. Indian baskets were
used in the act, borne in solemn dig-
nity by Caddo maidens to the white
‘men of de Soto’s band, to the beat of
the tom-tom and other primitive instru-
ments of music.

' One encyclopedia says salt exists
in only 15 states, not including Arkan-
sas. This is because commercial depos-
its or mines are not known here as
they are in lower Louisiana, in Utah
and some other states. Before days of
rapid transportation, a sait -spring or
stream was valued highly, just as the
one near Arkadelphia was in primitive
times and during the days of pioneer-
ing.

It is believed the Indian’s crude salt
manufactory was responsible for the
settling of early Arkansas near the

big bluff on which now sits the 100- -

year-old city of Arkadelphia. At any
rate, there came here from South Car-
olina, in 1811, John Hemphill, who
quickly saw an opportunity and took
advantage of it. He made a bargain
with the Indians and obtained posses-
sion of the salt works, installing bet-
ter utensils and using a better method
of refining the salt. Hemphill used
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Miss Caroline McCorkle (left) and Miss Marjorie Meador of

Arkadelphia standing in an old 200-gallon iron pot used to manu-
facture salt near Arkadelphia 100 years ago.

due in the bottom. He is said to have
built up a lucrative commerce in salt
before he died in 1825. Mrs. Hemphill
sold the salt works to two men named
Easley and Gentry, who got larger
pans and further improved the refin-
ing process. Salt was made for the pio-
neer trade until after 1850, when heavs
ier deposits were located ‘and worked
in Louisiana. Then it was cheaper to
import salt to Arkadelphia than it was
' to make it from the salt wells.

But when the Civil war began and
communications were interrupted, the
old salt works near Arkadelphia were
revived. The Confederate government
sent Capt. J. M. King to investigate
‘ ~all other difficulties: would m
‘away like snow before a Chinook wind.

Waking early he reviewed the situa-
tion. Had he been wise in promising
Merrie her freedom? Perhaps Peachy’s
idea was best.

Even the cheerful Slim advocated
closing her mouth for good and all

| Curt recoiled from the thought. Merrie
'was a sweet little thing.

Under ordinary circumstances he
«could have been very fond of Merrie.
Oh, to be carefree again. Just how had
he become involved in a situation
where crime was necessary?

But there it was. Step by step he had
been led into shady| activities by the
crying need for money. One thing had
led to another. But /it mustn’t end in
murder,’ | A

Or, after all, should it? Perhaps he’d
better start with a clean slate. An-
other thing whicn weighed on Curt’s

. mind was Peachy {,ow. Just how was
He.to rid himself of her? ,
‘Ithe source. He found the water to be
50 per cent salt and accordingly M. S.

‘Carpenter, a steamboat man in the
Southern army, was detailed to Arka-|
delphia, which was his home, to su-
pervise the plant.
sunk to a depth of 40 to 50 feet; which
furnished a large flow of salt water.
Hand-hewn logs were used for the
frame of a sizable building, Negro |
slaves doing the cutting and hewing.
Big iron pans were made from discard-
ed steamboat boilers which were rip-
ped apart and spread out. This salt
plant was operated day and night by
changing shifts of Negro men.

-Many tons of salt were refined and
shipped out in canoe-shaped recepta-
cles. The local inhabitants had to get
along on a small minimum. Corn soak-
ed‘\ in salt water was the best that
could be done for the cattle and farm
animals. Housewives had a hard time
getting salt, which sold at $10 a bushel.
One woman rode 50 miles to Arkadel-

-

just one pound.

Several wells were’

Production Of
SaltCakeTo
Start Soon

* to purchase *

solution, then evaporated the water to
get the salt. Northern troops under
General Steele finally invaded Arkadel-
phia and the salt works were hastily
abandoned.

After the Civit war, the salt business
was revived by J. M. and G. W. Ashby,
but competition from down the Mis-
sissippi was too strong and the plant
again shut down, never to reopen.

A few other salt springs near Arka-

delphia were found and their owners
operated them for a few years. There
are still in existence on as many farms
within a few miles of the city, four big
round iron kettles which were used by
pioneer salt refiners. The larger of these
are of 200-gallon capacity. One was on
exhibition here during the Centennal
season in 1936. it was on a float rep-
resenting Clark county in the Centen-
nial parade in Little Rock. The farmers
use the kettles for watering their live
stock. It is the hope of those promot-
in the little park and historical
marker at the site of the old salt wells
to procure one of the big kettles for
placement there. :

That the pioneer salt manufacturers
built their plant well is evident at the
site today. Large hewn oak timbers
protrude above the ground and they
are not rotten. Cypress planks are to
be found. Strange as it may seem, the
bricks and the iron debris have almost
disintegrated. Brickbats litter the slop-
ing banks of the stream. There still
trickles a tiny stream from the choked
well and the water in the creek at this
place is salty to the taste.

The spot is deserted and desolate.
The land here was owned by the J. G.
Clark estate, which deeded an acre to
Clark county for a small park that will
hold the monument and .the bronze
marker. The underbrush will be cut, a
drive built from the highway, and the
land leveled for the little park under a
NYA project which will get under way
soon. A dedication befitting one of Ar-
kansas’s earliest manufactories will be
held by some civic organization.
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New York, July 26 (£).—A $2,000,000«
a-year import, essential to Kraft papere

The importance of the new product
was enhanced by the possibility of the

use of kraft pulp in the manufacture

of rayon and by the inclusion of 15

to 20 per cent of kraft pulp in making
newsprint paper,

The Southland Paper Company’s new
plant at Lufkin, Tex., was understood
to be designed for the production of
150 tons a day of newsprint paper om
this basis. ;
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