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Release of about $3,000,000 of federal

funds with which to begin construction
of two multiple-purpose dams in Ar-
}an'gas this year was forecast by Mayor
‘Overman, chairman of the state Flood
Control Commission, in a letter to Gov-
":erno"r -Bailey yesterday.
Mr. Overman named x1;he Nimrod |
project on Fourche LaFave and the
Blue Mountain dam on Petit Jean
Tiver in Logan county. Four other
dams are included in the Arkansas
program already authorized but for
which no appropriations have been
made. The total cost would be ap-
‘Pproximately $53,000,000.

_',!‘.be ~mayor’s report followed return
of commission members from Washing-
ton, ‘Wwhere they conferred with United
States army engineers in an effort to
obtain authorization of immediate con-
struction “on at least one of the dams.”
o) Interference Possible. ‘

While . he intimated assurance of‘}

¥

early release of funds, Mayor Overman
expressed the fear “private interests in
power: production” may celay actual
work. He also declared that “if the
next *Congress be predominantly Re-.
publican or should a war develop in
Europe,” the program may be halted. |
The mayor praised the co-operation
‘of Arkansas's senators and congress-!
men in obtaining favorable action at a
conference with Gen: Julian Schley,|

iehief of staff of the army engineers.
. “There has never been a time in Ar-|
kansas ' history when her representa-;
fives in Congress were not only willing/
to co-operate, but were in active :g-
e

cord: for flood control work,”
mayor’s letter said.
“This - was demonstrated at the

meeting which was attended by Sena-
tors Caraway and Miller and Con-
gressmen Terry, Kitchens, Ellis, Gath-
ings, Mills and Norrell. Senator Miller
acted as spokesman for the group and
presented Arkansas’s claims for early
‘start of construction. He was given
Such  assurance as could be expected.”
'Says Much Energy Imported.
Stressing the importance of the en-
tire project, Mr. Overman declared the
state is importing 54 per cent of ‘its
electrical energy “and in five years will
be importing 75 per cent, according to
Andications.” :
" “power development in Arkansas ***
should he welcomed by the private
companies since the demand foy cheap
glectricity .is so pronounced,” his letter
said. -
_ Members of the state commission
who attended the Washington meeting
were Mr. Overman, M. G. Greeson,
on Coffman,
orrow and W. C. McClure. They ‘Wwere
accompanied by L. A. Henry, eng
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.« Development of seven multiple use
vr*uaervoirs on the Ouachita river and
itﬂ tributaries for flood control, navi-
gation, hydro-electric generation and

|til late -summer.
1

g

npossible to evaluate.” :
~The report said $231,000 flood dam-
ages are suffered annually in the Oua-
chita flood plains below Remmel Dam,
and of that total, crop damages total
$100,000, and damage to state high-
ways was estimated at $63,000.

Heavy damage has been suffered hy
petroleum companies, railroads, utility
companies, - forests, public properties,
such as levees, and public buildings,
and natural resources. It was esti-
mated that protection would provide a
net appreciation of $4,472,130,

Navigation Limited Now.

In regard to navigation, the report
said it is evident the present 6 1-2 foot
depth of the channel between Monroe,
Louisiana, and Camden, limits the use
of the river to a fraction of its poten-
tial traffic. The standard barges now
in use, which require a nine-foot chan-
nel, are the most economical for river
navigation.

Hydro-Electric Possibilities.

Concerning hydro-electric power, the
report said market possibilities for elec-
tric power in Arkansas had materially
increased during the past few years. An
increase of 75,269 utility customers was
estimated between 1932 and 1943. The
number of kilowatt hours consumed in
1932 was 333,205,106. In 1938 the total
was 519,766,374. The estimate for 1943
was 774,633,229 kilowatts.

Electric power is imported into the
state at the present time, the report
said, from the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, Louisiana and Oklahoma. Re-
ports from the Arkansas Power and
Light Company ° indicated increased
power demands on two Louisiana plants
will reduce the supply avaiiable to Ar-

. kansas.

The possbiility of continued importa-
tion from the TVA at the expiration
of its four-year contract with the Ar-
kansas Power and Light Company is un-
known. - Arkansas cannot look to Ok-
lahoma as a source for greater supply
unless additional generating capacity is
installed in Oklahoma, the report said.

Recreation and Health.

The report said recreational values
at reservoir sites are intangible insofar
as they refer to the individual, but
they are entitled to some economic con-
sideration.

Boating in the new completed devel-
opment should produce new business
amounting to between $50,000 and
$100,000 per year.

Camping, horse-back riding, hiking
and nature study are other recreational
uses that will be made of the areas
surrounding the proposed lakes. Though
the economic values of these types of
recreation are hard to estimate there’s
a value to the area as well as to the
participant, the report said.

In regard to malaria, the report said
the most highly malarious section of
the state is found in the counties ad-
jacent to Bayou Bartholomew. This
stream is exceedingly crooked and clut-
tered with debris.
times each year, leaving marshy mos-
quito breeding areas which persist un-
A channel clearance
project for this tributary would un-
questionably be justified through a re-

. L. Geren, Lamar Williamison, Lay-/duction of malaria cases alone, the re-
%' Ben Butler, John P. port said.

; ineer- | Flood Control Leaders Feted At
director of the state Planning Board. |

Heber Springs.
4 ;_.5..3’9

Special to the Gazette.

Heber Springs, April 13.—R. E. Over-
of the
state Flood Control Commission and g5
former Little Rock mayor, spoke at a W
flood control luncheon at the Legion b

man of Little Rock, chairma:

hut- here today.

Professional Men'’s Club, presided.
Senator Gene - Houston of

Batesville, a member of the Flood Con-

It overflows several

: Thomas J. Whitaker, Springs
president of the Young Business and that g\rm

¢ : Heber
Springs = introduced John Morrow of

the over-supply of water produced by
about 48 inches of rainfall annually.

“Half of the state is composed of
' lowlands. Unprotected areas are flood-
ed almost every year by the Arkansas,
Mississippi, White and Red rivers which
are swollen with run-off waters from
other states.”

The study of water supply was con-
. sidered an important phase of the sur-
vey, Dr. Branner said. It includes
drainage, municipal supply, recreation,
navigation and mosquito control. The
i‘report proposed 21 projects in the Ar-
| kansas river basin, 14 in the White and
| Black river basin, 16 in the Ouachita,
| 17 in the Red and 18 in the Lower
| Mississippi. It also recommended 151
| pollution abatement projects, 56 flood
control units and 56 miscellaneous
| iindertakings for completion or further
| study.

Testing for Foundation Dam On

Northfork Starts This Week.
Bpecial to the Gazette, 6= -39

Mountain' Home, June 6.—Engineers
from the United States engineers’ office,
Little Rock, will start testing the foun-
dation at the new damsite on the North-
fork river with core drills.this week.
This . site -is about a mile below the
Friend ferry site which already has been
drilled out. Since the Scznate passed
the flood control appropriation bill last
week, it is believed that the Northfork
dam will be built. The bill allocated
$750,000 for work on this dam.

Construction of this dam will have an
influence in flood control on the lower
river, and if built as a dual dam will
produce a tremendous amount of power,
it was said. The dam will be approxi-
|mately 186 feet high, and the reservoir
|created will have a storage capacity of
/1,700,000 acre feet. It will produce in
prime capacity continuous power 19,900
kilowatts, with an installed capacity of
57,000 kilowatts. The estimated cost of
the dam, reservoir and power house
complete is $21,661,000. A dam of this
height would back water up approxi-
mately 45 miles, which would put the
'head of the reservoir or lake above the|
Missouri line.

Two small towns probably will be|
fnundated if the dam is built. They|
mre Henderson in Baxter county, and
Bakersfield in Ozark county, Missouri. ‘

_Work onNew
Dam Will Be
Started Soon

6-15-39

Special to the Gazette. :
Hot Springs, June 14.—The Arkansas
: Power and Light Company is expected
to begin work of constructing its new
$6,000,000 flood control dam on the
upper Ouachita not later than Septem-
ber, it was reported here today. Foliow-
ing “Arkansas Day” at the New York

World's Fair, Harvey C. Couch, p*si-
dent, and Chief Engineer Lynch, of the
power csnpany, will go to Washington
for a final conference with government
officlals regarding this big project. It is
the only power dam in the nation to be
built by a private company with the
vernment as a partner.
The dam will be 175 feet high, and
ater will cover 35,000 acres. It will
e located 11 miles northwest of Hot
Work of building the camp
accommodate about 700 men
is expected to get under way in a month.
New Roads Being Built.

A new 25-foot gravel road from

Mountain Pine, which connects with

trol Commission, who introduced army Highway 270, has been built. It is six
engineers and Flood Control Commis- and a half miles long, and from Moun-
sion members. O. B. Robbins of Heber tain Pine to the site of the new dam,
Springs spoke on “What the Dam, another road, two miles long, is under

_ The allotments, included in a Wa
8 o0 o0 o gt

President Roosevelt, will be used to en-|

large existing levees, build new ones,

construct three reservoirs and complete |

the St. Francis river protective system,
United States army engineers here said.|

The projects, most of which have
been nursed to realization by engineers
and the Arkansas Flood Control Com-
mission for several years, will include: |

St. Francis Reservoir and Levees. |

St. Francis river reservoir and levees. *

The new appropriation of $2,380,000
is part of an ultimate cost of $16,000,-
000. Work began two years ago. It
includes construction of the Wappa-
pello reservoir, which will require an-
other  year to complete. Existing
levees will be enlarged, strengthened
and lengthened in the St. Francis
river valley, which includes its trib-
utary, the Little river. The entire
system of levees must be finished
before residents of the valley will be
assured of protection in the event of
a repetition of the 1927 flood. The
Little river link will be handled by

the Memphis District of the army |

engineers,
Norfork Reservoir.

Norfork reservoir, The appropriation is
$750,000. The ultimate cost will be
approximately $11,000,000. It will be
the first step in flood control on the
upper White river, preceding devel-
opment at Wildcat Shoals and Lone
Rock. The dam will be built south
of Mountain Home in Baxter county
and will provide what is said to be
the largest hydro-electric plant in Ar-
kansas, The Flood Control Commis-
sion and Arkansas state officials have

er County.

In Bax!
8pecial to the Gazette.

- Harrison, June 29.—The flood control
bill, signed today by President Roose- |
velt, provides funds-to_start construc-
tion of Norfork dam in Baxter county, |
Congressman Clyde T. Ellis telegraphed
leaders here.

The combination flocod control and
hydro-electric development will cost ap-
proximately $11,000,000 and will be the
largest hydro-electric dam ‘in the state
and the first federal dam project in Ar-
kansas. The dam will be located south
of Mountain Home. Constructi® will
require from two to three years.

Mountain Home, Baxter county seat,
expects a substantial boem during and
after the construction” period. Army
| engineers have completed surveys of the

Funds Provided to Resume Work
f Cn White River Levee.

. Special to the Gazette.

Helena, June 29.—Additional money
to carry on work of constructing the
White river backwater { levee project
was provided today when ' President
Roosevelt signed the $305,188,514 ap-
propriation bill for 1940 rivers and har-
bors and flood control projects.

Judge J. G. Burke said that $39,000,-
000 of the money was for flood control
work on the lower Mississippi and that
the White river drainage and levee dis-
trict would receive $1,500,000. %

There was left over from a previous

endorsed this project several years.
They will continue efforts to obtain
funds to build additional dams at
Lone Rock and Wildcat Shoals in Ar-
kansas and Table Rock in Missouri.
Little Rock-Gillette Reservoir.
kittle Rock-to-Gillette levee. A new
appropriation of $300,000 is part of
the $1,000,000 total cost.

on the north side of the Arkansas
river, beginning at Rose City, has
been half completed to Plum Bayou,
and the remaining portion is about 50
per cent finished, Capt. Lee B. Wash-\
bourne, executive officer of the Little
Rock District, said. The entire dis-
tance is 110 miles, including the
Plum Bayou and Farrelly Lake levees,
whieh will be enlarged. The gaps
will be filled. The Memphis District
of army engineers will complete the
work from Pine Bluff south.
Hempstead County Levee.

Hempstead County Levee District No. 1.
An appropriation of $85,000 was ap-
proved. The levee on Red river near
Fulton will be strengthened.

Nimrod Reservoir.

Nimrod reservoir. The new appropria-
tion. of $700,000 is included in an
ultimate cost of about $2,500,000. The
reservoir will be built on Fourche
La Fave river, 60 miles west of Little
Rock. The release of $700,000 that
near Little Rock will result in a no-
ticeable upswing in business, in the
opinion of former Mayor R. E, Over-
man, chairman of the state Flood
Control Commission. He credited
Congressman D. D, Terry with forcing
the project to an issue. He said
there are “power possibilities” at the
site.

Eudora Floocdway.

Eudora floodway. A small appropriation
of $100,000 probably will be used to
acquire additional lands, engineers
said. The original Mississippi river
spillway, fathered by Senator Overton
of Louisiana in 1928, was to cost
$110,000,000.- The plan of the project
was to prepare for a break in the
levee during a disastrous flood by
building a fuse plug which could be
opened when the water reached a
critical stage, to send the overflow
through the Eudora basin. The
“track will be greased” for future

Work on
this project began in 1938. The levee |

appropriation $300,000 and this, together
with the new appropriation, is expected
to prove ample to carry on the work.

Contracts for the construction .ot
3,066,000 additional cubic yards of earth
work on the White river levee will be
awarded at the United States engineers
district office, near Memphis,* July 13.

This work will be in addition to that
started last year and for which con-
tracts already are held. Work on the
old contracts was halted last fall be-
cause of the rainy season.

Core Drilling for Dam-Site On
Northfork Progresses.

Special to the Gazette,

Mountain Home, June 29.—Core drill-
ing at the new dam-site on.ths North-
fork river will be finished in about 30
days. Cores from a hole on the blff
on the west side of the river, which
will support one sidé of the structure.
are solid limestone. Drilling operations
are about eight miles from Mountain
Home, and focur miles from Norfork, at
the mouth of the river. County Judge
R. M. Ruthven said that a road to the
dam-site will be built' soon.

NORFORK'S DAM
TO START NEW
ERA, SAYSELLIS

I

CongressmanHappy
Over Victory.

T=2=39

« Gazette
“The appropriation for the Norfolk
reservoir iz the beginning of a great

e g Wole| EZerL oo

{
4

dam site., :

5

)gthe design must be d
/investigated and the contractor :
from 30 to 60 days to assemble

' proval of a White river valley
Senator Norris advised him to

come later. J
.| priation to start the Norfork dam
sight, Mr. Ellis
efforts.

. inal budget cstimate $80,000,000 of t
$110,000,000 was in a lump sum,
prorated by €
projects under construction with
$30,000.000 to start mew projects.

.'Noﬂork has been Startéd,,m"ﬂlﬂ%'
| funds will be in the lump sum

_Electricity and Irrigation Would Mean C€onstruction. The county also will have

floods, Mr. Overman said. The work day in the Ozarks.” Congressman Clyde

recreational uses to the fullest extent
of economic feasibility, was recommend-
ed'in a joint report of state agencies
to the U. S, Army Engineers yesterday. |
The recommendation was outlined in|
a letter of transmittal from Governor
Bailey to Lieut. Col. Raymond G.

Moses, Vicksburg District engineer.
- Twenty state department heads, un-
der the direction of L. A. Henry, en-
er director of the state Planning
Board, compiled the report.
. Seven dams recommended are:
Blakely Mountain reservoir = on
Ouachita river,

{

The

Water

to Heber Springs.”
Mr. Overman said he is interested in
seeing the constructqur} of a dam on

Little Red river at 'Greer’s ferry, hear
| here. s S5

After the luncheon the party moﬁ'o"t"éd
to the site of the dam, work on which
will be started in July.

Conservation Outlined

A_lg_%lgnning Report.

Scores of flood 'con’crol, water supply

] y the and stream pollution abatement proj- Arkansas Power and Light Company
1achi which will be built ects—to cost hundreds of millions of had'agreed to replace the all-steel bridge |
by{thevv{.rkansas Power and Light Com- dollars—were proposed in a three-year below' Carpenter dam that was washed |
pany’ with government aid, to provide report of the Water Resources Commit- | out ‘a few,

flood control and power generation; tee of the state Planning Board yes-
Benton reservoir on the Saline river; terday.

the Narrows Dam on the Little: Mis-|

DeGrays' Bar on the Cad
- Expenses Enumerated.

voirs’
said. “Such

1

The report was written by Marion L.

_river; a dam at Murfreesboro, on Crist, Little Rock Municipal Waerworks
' Fork; and the Caddo Gap, engineer. It was based on surveys con-
= ducted by members of the committee,
..of which Dr. George C. Branner, state
es E N d. . geologist, is chairman. Publication
would accure from any the report was authorized. Copies will
oirs’  would consist be available in about two weeks, Dr.
ig;:wim _for Branner said.

of

.

“The proposals were advanced as a

guide ‘for future generations,” he de-
clared. : : jaiy
r which should be sponsored to care for

“They indicate the projects

to construct a new road from Glacier
Peau to Jessieville, which will connect
with the Mount Tabor road and run
“around the base of Blakley mountain.
The new road will connect with what
will be. left of the road to McFadden
Springs, most of the latfer highway
being under water when the new dam
is completed.

It was said that the Three Sisters
&prings, which have been knqwn for
many years for their curative proper-
ties, will:not be damaged by the wate
backed up from the new dam. .

It also was reported today that the

$5,500,000

Allotted For
Flood Control |

Gazette

will be directed by the Mississippi
River Commission at Vicksburg, Miss.
White River Backwater Levee,
White river backwater levee. The new
appropriation ' is | $1,500,000. The

project embraces Laconia Circle below |

Clarendon and between the White and
Mississippi rivers. The levee will
loop from Old Town to the White
river, following that stream to join
the main Mississippi river levee at
Laconia Circle,

Missouri Reservoir of Interest.

T. Ellis said during a visit to Little
Rock yesterday.

The congressman, vigorous sponsor:
| of hydro-electric development ‘of the,
White river valley was more than|
| satisfied with the $750,000 appropria-
tion included in the War Department}
supply bill which has been signed by
President Roosevelt, The dam ultimate-i
ly will cost about $12,000,000 and take,
three years for construction,

The Norfork reservoir is the first

bill that will affect Arkansas.

| tain Washbourne said.

i ress llis be-|
eservoir was included in the step in what Congressman Ell:
A2 + 1t is lieves eventually will be a series of

dams on the upper White river valley
the Clear river proposal in Missouri, which will control flood waters, pro-
which will protect land along the Black vide cheap ke;:eptricit(}: gm:temake navi-
i tion ible up otter.
river south of Poplar Bluff. : ga“Youp:fxsd : wi‘l)l Sl Ik
Sotual Y‘"’”“ oo the SeprTnons CAINOL when commercial boats will operate up
begia until engineers acquire the neces- to Cotter,” he declared.
sary lands and complete decigns, Cap- -~ qppo greatest advantage to be derived
He estimated -
preliminary ‘activities will require “sev- fork flood-control hydro-electric dam
eral months.” Core drilling to explore )y he cheap electricity, he said. He be-
the foundation at Nimrod may begin jjyes cheap electricity is all that is
earlier, he said. ; needed for development of ‘lead and
saiff the Flood Control | ,in. ™~ manganese and numerous other

Mr, Overman t
Commission will meet at its new offices | oro” deposits in the area. There also
in the Professional building July 1% are  plentiful supplies of limestone,

ts work for the some nitrate which can
o A oo S8 ‘ 5 A v‘ n&a w 4

~details of the project, and s 4 Mr.
Ellis with his accurate knowledge when
the congressman called at the White
House offices to urge approval of the
-appropriation. : : g

Dam Will Create Lake
Containing 27,200 Acres.

The dam will be located south of
Mountain Home in Baxter county. It
will be 195 feet high, 2,288 feet long,
and will create a lake of 27,200 acres.
Water will back up behind the dam
from the south end of Baxter county
between 35 and 45 miles into Missouri.
Total capacity of the lake will be 1,70
000 acre feet, { 5
The hydro-electric plan will be able
to produce an estimated 217,000,000
kilow~*t hours per year. The 1,7
acre 1 2t will be divided as fol
750,00¢ acre feet for flood controel, 510.-
000 for jower draw down, and 440,000
acre feet dead storage.
In times of heavy rainfall, the water
will be stored and released during dry
periods. ; ; %
Actual construction is expected to
start within a year. It will require
approximately 30 days for army engi-
neers to perfect measurements. Then
rawn, is ad-

vertised, the contractor's

gl
et

ment. 3 . -
During the peak of construction, Mr.
Ellis said 3,000 men will be employed.
Greatest amount of labor will be re-
quired to clear the 27,200-acre lake bed
of every tree and stump. :

Only two small hamlets will be
fected. They are Henderson :
sas and Bakersfield in Mis: R
of the prospective lake is in cut-ove
timber, No railroad or highway rights-
of-way will be moved, but the fill on
Highway 62 near Henderson will be
raised, A few business buildi Y
Henderson will bs  maved h
ground, while Bakersfield w
undated.

Other Developments Expednd 2
To Follow Building of Dam.
Congressman Ellis has bsen workﬂm
for the dual-purpose development of
y for flood eon-

the White river valley for
trol, cheap :power and raemﬁgﬁ
four years. % e
He has made the Norfork reservoir
his greatest mission since he eritered'
Congress for his first term’ He asked
the advice of the veteran Se'naborvm;,
ris of Nebraska on how to securelpn

for one, and sdid the others
With the $750,000 a

plans to continue his'

In the original ’budget esﬁmw:y

$100,000 was allotted the Norfork project.

Mr, Ellis. in asking General Schley to

increase the allotment, was told that

the appropriation would have to be

increased by $25,000,000 if the funds
were
gressman D. D. Terry of Little
led the successful fight on the
floor to increase the appropriati
1 $110,000,000 to $135,000,000.

increased. Mr. Ellis and Con-

»

Mr. Ellis explained that in the

the army engin

e

priation hereafter and it A
increases as needed.
Springfield and Kansas Cit
have signified their intention of
power from Norfork. Rural
tion co-operatives are signing
for current on a two-year basis,
to the completion of the dam and
cheap electricity. :

Mr. Ellis to Speak At
Celebration at Springdale.

Mr, Ellis came to Arkansas to address
a July 4 rally at Springdale, Washing-
ton county, and will leave for Washing-
ton Tuesday night. He will quote Fed-
eral Power Commission figures at Spring-
dale showing the difference in electrie
rates there and those at Tupelo, Miss.,
using TVA “yardstick” rates.

m.

by the Ozarks region from the Nor-



' The Nimrod and Clearwater projects dam site to move materials. A good
© are further advanced than the other highway also will be constructed. It

HE AVY BUH_B'NG ' two dams, and work will be pushed on will take approximately three years to
: ] foundation exploration and design of complete the structure after active
[ ’ :

Clerawater site will be received July 17: ! bought by the government will be ap-
Similar bids on the Nimrod site were | praised parcel by parcel. It will be
received Thursday. | about six months before maps are

|Flood Control

Proposal

Designing of the two dams ill be available showing the land which will
started as soon as resulis of the foun- be covered. 3
dation explorations can e obtained. It Table Rock Dam Plans Complete.
is prgbable the two projects will be ad-  Preliminary work on Table Rock dam, |
vertised for construction lafe - r=xt in Taney county, Missouri, practically|
spring, and construction started during has been finished and the report com- |
the summer, Captain Griffiths said. pleted. Work on Wild Cat Shoals|

Preliminary work on the Blue Moun- above Cotter and Flippin is incom-
tain and Norfolk dems will proceed. plete, and it probably will be. several

Lieutenant Armstrong Transferred.  weeks before the report on this project!

Lieut. Charles A. Armstrong, sta- and Table Rock will be issued. *

tioned recently at Ping Bluff in con- . & i
nection with levee construction, has Engineers Studying Effects Of
Proposed Norfork Dam.

|
|
|

—y

these two dams, Captain Griffiths said | work is started.

Bids for foundation explorations at the Land which will be inundated and
V7 =5=39

Blakeley Mountain |
Dam Included.

Gazette

been  assigned as assistant to the dis- |
trict” engineer at Conchas Dam, N. M, |

Bpecial to the Gazette,

Disapproved
7-30=39 Gazette

The Board of Engineers for Rivers
and Harbors at Washington has declin-
ed.to sanction the recommendations of
Brigs Gen. Harley B. Ferguson, division
engineer, Lower Mississippi Valley Divi-
sion, Vickshurg, Miss., concerning flood
control ‘mprovements on the Little Mis-
sourj ri.cer, in Arkansas, it was announc-
ed by the board yesterday.

The division engineer recommended
channel improvement of the Little Mis-

Work to Begin
On Nimrod
Dam in Spring

8-13-39

souri Pacific, to the Northfork damisite.
‘The spur will be used for mover 1t of
heavy material when construction of
the dam starts. It is expected that work
on the spur will start early mnext fall.
A survey will be made soon for .. igh-
way running from Norfork to the dam-
site,

Many people are coming to Mountain
Home with a view to locating here.
Most of the land overlooking the North-
fork river valley, near Hendersor, has
changed hands the last few veeks.
Other potential lake frontage sit 3 also
Actual construction will begin early have been sold.
next spring on the $3,000,000 Nimrod Dam to Be 200 Feet High.
fiam on the Fourche La Fave river The Northfork dam will be 200 feet
in Perry  county, six miles south high with a 2,600-fcot crest. It will
of Ola, Capt. Lee B, Washbourne, create a clear wa' r mountain lake
executive officer of the district U. §, 8bout 47 miles Jong, with nearly 1,000
Army engineer office, sa ' yesterday, Miles of shore line.

The annourcement followed official a}‘)- Engineers als. are at work on the
proval of the project by the chief of Tone  Rock dam project, for - which
gngineers at Washington, $‘1too,ooo recs y was set aside, This

The dam will be a concrete snatits site is locatec near the mouth of Buf-

Baltimore, Md., July 2 (#£).—Construc-
tion contracts awarded in the South
during the first six months o. this year
mounted to $452,480,000, ‘the largest
figure for any similar period within the
last nine years, the Construction Daily
Bulletin ' reported today.

Much of the total, it added, is due
“to the tremendous sums the federal
government has.been\pouring into pub-
lic works and buildings, rural electrifi-
cation and publicly owned power devel-
opments.”

Private contracts were tabulated at
more than one-tenth below the level
reached during the first half of 1938,
Jbut public work is almost three-quar-.
‘ters ahead.

Contracts for June alone amounted
to $59,004,000. That amount is larger
by one-third than for the first six
months of last year.

Road and Bridge Work
Retains Stability.

“Road and bridge construction total-
ing $93,480,000 for the first six months
is slightly ahead of that in the same
period of last year, this type of work--
ing having maintained a greater sta-
bility than any other phase of the con-
struction field,” the Bulletin said.

“Mississippi and Texas have led the
field with programs showing awards
totaling 317,000,000 and $15,000,000 re-
spectively. Among other =active states
are Maryland, Alabama, Virginia and
West Virginia.”

Ouachita River Project
Helps Swell South’s List.

“Industrial construction during this
year has not assumed the proportions of

the same period for 1938, although re-
moval of the excess profits tax is hoped
‘to encourage expansion of manufactur-
' ing: facilities,” the Bulletin stated.
| “The Arkansas Power and Light Com-
{pany expects soon to start work on
construction of its $6,000,000
the upper Ouachita river {near Hot
' Springs.
. Duke Power Company has its $7,500,-
000 Cliffside, N.  C., development un-
‘der construction and the Virginia Elec-
tric Power Company and. Consolidat-
ed Gas, Electric Light and Power Com-
panies are going. ahead with projects
costing over $3,000,000.
“High spots in the paper field -are
'the two mills now under construction
in Alabama and Texas. Hollingsworth
and Whitney Company, manufacturers
of white paper, are erecting the Ala-
bama plant at Mobile. This is the deep
South’s first plant of its kind.
‘At Lufkin, Tex., the Southland
Mills is now rushing construction on
‘the South’s first newsprint mill at a
cost of $5,000,000. The Ecusta Paper
tion is now finishing its $2,-
000,000 cigarette paper plant at Bre-
vard, N. €. This is the first in the
country and will make the paper from
North Carolina flax.
_ “Celencse Corporation’s $10,000,000
plant at Pearisburg, Va., is the out-
standing onhe under construction in *the
chemical field.” Y

U.S .Engineers

oject on |

Core Drilling To Begin
Soon At Nimrod Site.
7-15=39-0G tte

Core drilling operations and founda-
tion explorations are expected to get
under way next week at the Nimrod
dam site, 15 miles southeast of Dan-
ville, Capt. Lee B. Washbourne, execu-
tive officer of the Little Rock engineer
district, said yesterday. g

Equipment of the Jones Core Drxllmg
| Company of Mineral Wells, Tex., 1is
| being muved into the area, Captain
| Washbourne said. Approximately 90
ldays will be required for completion of
the work.

Capt. D. W. Griffiths, operation of-
ficer, and Frank Gruver, acsistant chief
of the operations division, left yester-
day for Newport and Corning to inspect
| flood wall construction mnear the two
towns.

Col. Stanley L. Scott, district engi-
neéer, and Capt. T. F. Kern, chief of
the engineering division, went to Sardis,
| Miss. to inspect the Sardis dam site on
the Tallahatchie river. The project is
in the Vicksburg district.

Bids for core drilling and foundation
exploration at the Clearwater dam site
' on the Black river in Missouri will be
| opened Monday, Captain Washbourne
| said.

Flood Control Commission

Defers Appointments.
g 2o L i

Appeintment of two engineers and &
| secretary, will not be made until the
state Flood Control Commission meets
in July, Chairman R. E. Overman said
yesterday. Applicants for the positions
were interviewed by the commission
‘members recently.

!

{

The new employes will assemble data -

pertaining to flood control proposals
lin several offices, including the United
| States army engineers, with which to
|prepare a coherent story of the com-
| mission’s objectives, Mr. Overman said.
“In that way we can co-ordinate our
ambitions,” he asserted. “The various
| préposed projects will be brought into
|a single brochure to give the picture
|of Arkansas’s needs at a glance.”

| Mr. Overman said the state Flood
Control Commission “is attempting to
do its best with a $12,000 anhual ap-
propriation, in comparison to the work
in Oklahoma where $300,000 is available
and in Louisiana where $400,000 was
appropriated.”

Northfork
Dam Site
Inspected

7=-23=392

Special to the Gazette,

Meuntain Home, July 22.—Col. Stan-
‘ley L. Scott, chief of United States
engineers in this district, accompanied

Mountain Home, Zulyz gl?‘—é?mes P,
Gallager of th: Roads Division, an
W. A. Poe of the Brid
the Arkansas Highway Department,
ha..ve begun a survey of the roads*
bridges and highways which will
inundated when the Northfork dan: is
constructed. They probably will work
hqre for two weeks. A part of U. S.
Highways 62, a WPA highway which
connects Highways 62 and 5, and sev
eral county roads will be inundated.

]
1

ge Division of

souri below Murfreesboro and on Terre | Structure for flood control purposes, al-
Noire and Ozan creeks, and the con-|though provisions for futur- installa=
struction of the Narrows Reservoir in the | tion of hydro-electtic powe: will be
combined “interests of power and flood included in designs for the da:a, Tenta-
control. It was understood that if a tive designs have been in preparation
power market could not be assured the| SeVeral months, Captain Washbourne
dam and reservoir could be constructed | Said. } .
with provisions for future installation of A suggestion that crown of tie dam
power, it said. might serve as a new bridge. for state
The announcement said that after full Highway.No. 7 was voiced by W. W.
consideration of survey reports of the Mitchell, - state highway - director, Mr.
district and division engineers, the Mitchell said district engineers had.in-

falo river, close to the little mountain
village of Lone Rock, and just across
the riv.r from Buffalo, on the White
River civision of the Missouri Pacific,
It alc is in Baxter county. This dar
if built will be about 100 feet high 2
will :reate a lake about 35 miles lo:.
a the heart of the zinc mining ¢
rict in Marion and Baxter counties
Wild Cat Sheals,

Surveys also are being made on ‘1
Wild Cat shoals dam on White rive
n Baxter and Marion counties. Severs

Biggest loss will be the bridge, across ‘board is not convinced of the advisa- [O'med him of the possibilities of such 5it€5 are being investigated, up an”

the Norfork river at Henderson onl
Highway 62. This bfidge was con-
structed several years ago at a cost
of approximately $200,000. It will be
under 50 feet of water when the res-
|ervoir is full. The new bridge on the
/bayou near Custer also will be sub-
‘m_erged, as well as several smaller ones.|
Highway Department representatives|
will try to locate another site for the
Henderson bridge. / !

Congressman Clyde Ellis has notifiec
officials here that Senator Bailey’s ac-
tion, asking that all projects over $10,-
000,000 be held up, will have no effect
lon the construction of the Northfor
da. It would affect only those projlj
ects in the rivers and harbors billl
he said. He said as far as legislation
is concerned, the Northfork project
is assured.

Funds Arrive
For WorkOn

1~ Gazette

Reservoirs
T7=29=39

Approximately $304,025 for work on
four "additional flood control reservoirs
in Arkansas was received at the Little
Rock District United States army
engineers’ office yesterday. Allotments
were received earlier in the month for
ithe beginning of construction on four
iapproved projects.

;’I'he allotments yesterday were for
'pieparation .of definite plans on the
four reservoirs and will consist of map-
ping, foundation explorations and ten-

tative designs, Capt. Lee Washbourne,

district executive officer, said.

The reservoirs and allotments were:
| Water Valley on the Eleven Point river,

eight miles west of Pocahontas, $55,~

800.

Greers Ferry on the Little Red river
near Heber Springs, $80,075.

Bell Foley - on ' the Strawberry river,
$68.150.

Lone Rock, at the mouth of the Buffalo
river, 10 miles southeast of Cotter,
$100,000.

Surveys to Be Started.

Captain Washbourne said survey pare
ties will be placed in the ‘field as soon
as possiblé to begin mapping the pro=
posed dam sites and reservoir areas.

Work is under way on the four reser-
voirs for which allottments were received

{ 800 was received to begin the work.
The government’s estims . of the cost

ect is approxi-

down the river from the old loeation
Wild Cat shoals.

If all the dams are built in Ba
c_ounty that now are projected, the .
tire topography of the county would .
changed. It will consist of three big
lakes, dozens of islands and a large
peninsula, with Mountain Home, the
county seat, in the center. :

Many-Purﬁose |

Dams, Levees
Proposed

7-9-39 R
Multipﬁ-%gf&&etﬁms and levees to.

develop power and prevent floods in
Arkansas, estimated to cost $179,000,000,
were approved by the Southwest Mis- |
sissippi Basin “A” Committee of the|
National Resources Committee at the
Albert Pike hotel Friday.
Representatives of four states, headed
by Earl O. Mills of Dallas, committee
counselor, agreed on the first definite
program for development of water re-

sources in Arkansas since 1937, They
were in session all day.,
The Basin “A” Committee is one of

45 which are conferring in the nation
on a long-time planning program which,
members said, ultimately is hoped to
provide freedom from floods and to
obtain an economical system of hycro-
electric power.

Multiple Project Of
Four Units Proposed.

The largest single project is a series
of multiple-purpose dams and reservoirs
for power development and with some
benefit to flood control:

Beaver dam on White river, $8,540,-
000. . : :

Galena dam on James river, Missouri,
$9,660,000. ) P

Mill creek dam on Buffalo fork of
White river, $9,330,000. ;A

~Rush. creek dam on Buffalo fork,
$6,240,000. S

Total, $23,770,000.

This project is listed “indeterminate
meaning that it will not be advanced
until others, many of which already
have received congressional approval/
are further advanced

L A. Henry, engineer-director of the
state Planning Board and chairman o
the Recreation Development Sub-
mittee of the Basin “A” Commi

T
)

by J. L. Justin, Captain Kern and Mr.

mittee of the House of Representatives

Lubie, arrived here last night for an
inspection of the work in progress on
the Northfork dam site. Mr. Justin
| is a consulting enginéer of Philadel-
phia, and ‘the author ‘of several. books!
| on dams and hydro-electric power. Dr.|

Here Recetve

$2,561,000

earlier in the month, and actual con-
struction will begin early next year. The
oroject include Nimrod on the Fourche
La Fave river; Clearwater on the Black
river near Poplar Bluff, Mo.; Norfolk
on the north fork of the White river,
and Blue Mountain on the Petit Jean
river.

Three years will be required for the
completion of the dam. Approximately
$700,000 has been appropriated for
work at the dam site, and .additional
funds are expected next year. .
The reservoir area resulting from the
dam structure will control floods. great-

when Congress convenes in January.
Among the suggested projects for which
detailed information w’' ba prepared
are those of Bayou Meto .zline river,
Caddo river, Little Missc river, Cad-
ron creek, Spring river, : sint Remove,
Bayou Bartholomew, Cache river, Roll-

7-8-32 Gazette

Approximately $2,561,000 for con-
struction work “and preliminary ex-
aminations and surveys of flood con-
trol projects in the Little Rock Dis-
trict, U. S. Army Engineers for the
fiscal year which began July 1, were
received here yesterday it was an-

Commission Pleased.
' R. E. Overman, chairman of the state

; i | Flood Control Commission, said in- a
FANE Son The past weoky B R thei statement. last might the “commission

geology at. the Northfork site'and.thel & Blhih dlnted st the:-news ax 1t

Wild Cat Shoals site on White river, worked closely with Arkansas’s congres-

above Cotter. ‘| sional delegation to secure further con=-

s Sadlehholin | sideration of the streams in Arkansas

- toves: . i that lend themselves so readily to flood
Drilling has been in progress on the

%Glenn, of Vanderbilt Uniyersity, De-|
!partment of Geology, has been in this

|
|
|

ing Ford river and Cossaiot river.

Commission members attending the
meeting: were: R. E. Overman, Little
Rock; Ben F. Butler, Osceola; John P.
Morrow, Batesville; Layton Coffman,
Harrison; T. L. Geren, Fort Smith, La-
mar Williamson, Monticello;
Camden, executive secretary.

Members of the group were entertain-

er than any on present record on the

bility of the federal government under- | # Plan if the state Highway Department
taking the improvements recommended WOUld construct approaches to the dam.
by the division engineer.” The bridge now lies approximately one-
T}.’e survey was made under the au- ‘half mile east of the dam site.
thority of the Flood Control Act passed| . Foundation explorations and core
by Congress June 22, 1936, | drilling work have been completed, and
~ % construction by contract will be st,arted
Prellmlna ry Work At next spring, Captain Washbourne said
: . ® Three years will be required for the
W ater Va"ey Beglns. ;(F‘;gz)p;g(t)iog of Lhe dam. Approximately
Auge—2 7 19 700,000 has been appropriated _for
Bids for%gun afion “exp ora?ign and ‘;uonf at‘ the dam site, and additional
core drilling at the Water Valley dam ;.%S MRS EXpectd. HEN Yost.
Sl e fles | € reservoir area resulting from the
S n po! river, seven miles dam structure will control floods great-
west of Pocahontas, were opened yes-| er than any on present record on the
terday and will be received until 11 a. m.| Fourche La Fave river, Captain Wagh-
August 31 at the United States District| :’fv‘,g‘i‘;e“iﬁ‘ds The capacity .of the res
Army Engineers’ office here. Capt. Lee| foet pe saide lg,hixcngncfstfgo'tooo acfﬁ
3 : il S . g cture wi
B. Washbourne, executive officer, said| be in Perry county but the reservoir
yesterday. area will ‘be almost entirely in Yell
The exploration work will be started countv.
as soon as possible, Captain Wash-' e
bourne Said. . The Water Valley project Or to egln
which was approved by Congress in the : ;
1938 Flood Control Act, was one of the ° ;
reservoirs for which allotments were O N d
received last week. Approximately $55,- n l' l lro
e let D - - .
of the comple S
ratcly 39,000 000 am in dpring
Cemiain Washbourhe said about 45 ;
days will be required to complete the 8=1l3=39
work following the award of contract. 5 1 : !
o - Actual construction will begin early
l : : ‘next spriag on the $3,000,000 Nimrod
OO On ro dam on the Fourche La Fave river.
/ in Perry county, .six miles south
: : of Ola, Capt. Lee B. Washbourne,
Board Elects executive officer of the district U. S.
Army engineer office, said yesterday.
) ] The announcement followed official ap~
C W Ch . . proval of the project by the chief of!
engineers at Washington.
. L4 TIStlan The dam will be a concrete gravity
structure for flood control purposes, al-
8-11-59 though provisions for future installa=
2 tion of ~ hydro-electric power will be
Char&%.e&}man of Little ROCK, included in designs for the dam. Tenta-
former - state highway engineer,~ was tive designs have been in preparation
elected engineer of the state Flood Con- several months, Captain Washbourne
trol. Commission at a meeting held at saf‘:uggeation i iy
= ; b ; I hat. crown of the dam
Batesville” yesterday. An- appropriation ..\ cerve- as & new -bridge. for- state |
made by the 1939 legislature provides for Highway No. 7 was voiced by W. W.|
employment of an engineer by the com- Mitchell, state highway - director, -Mr.
mission for the first time. Mr. Chris- Mitchell said district engineers had in- |
tian's election was by unanimous vote. fOrfned_hxm of the possibilities of such
Governor Bailey met with the group 2 plan if the state Highway Department
and joined in discission of extensive would construct approaches to the dam;
plans for flood control survey work dur- The bridge now lies:approximately one-
ing the coming year, The newly ap- half mile east of the dam site.
pointed engineer will compile data cov- Foundation explorations and core
ering several proposed Arkar}sas flood drilling work have been completed, and
control projects in preparation for a construction by contract will be started
hearing before the Flood Control Com- next spring, Captain Washbourne said.: Said those developments which even
ually are included in appropriati
will be completed “within 15 or 20
years.’? He predicted most of the “im-
mediate” classification will be realized
much earlier. i S
Three projects classed as of im-
mediate importance in 1937 were ap-
proved and funds appropriated in a

bill signed by President Roosevelt last

Fourche La Fave river, Captain Wash- geer ~ partial allotments were made

bourpe said. The capacity of the res- for each, assuring early start of con-
ervoir will be in excess of 300,000 acre .truction’. They are the - Nimrod
feet, he said, The dam structure will yeservoir on Fourche La Fave river,
be in Perty county but the’ reservoir Blue Mountain reservoir on Petit Jean
area will be almost entirely in VYell river and Norfolk dam on north fork

county, « - of White river.
on Dam

Work s

nounced by Capt. D. W. (}riffiths, op-~ ,
erations officer. Four major reservoirs northfork site--.or several weeks and‘

control development.”
‘Mr. Overman said the four new reser=

ed on a government boat for a cruise
up White river, and they were luncheon

are included in the allotments.
Forsthe Nimrod dam on the Fourche
‘la’ Fave river, the allotment is $700,000.

For Blue Mountain dam on the Petit

Jean river, $400,000.
For Norfolk dam on the North For
. of White river, $400,000.

For Clearwater dam on the Black

‘river, $725,000. f
~For preliminary exami
' surveys, $336,000.

k  sites have been tested. The most eco- generation of hydro-electric power.”

nations and [

the foundation, as far as it has been voirs are “important units of ‘a gen- guests of Mr. Morrow. County Judge D.
drilled out, has been found satisfac- | eral flood control program badly needed D. Adams assisted in arrangements for
tory, Drilling will be continued for. by the state for the prevention of floods, the meeting. R
.several weeks, until all of .the best conservation of soil and water and the Scveral memberg of the commission
! 1 said  that they w1}l§ aiter:)q 'tah méeginﬁ
‘noi.ical site will be used. " «It.is hoped that in the next session At Prescott September 11 by the Unite
It will take about a year to draft of Congress, additional appropriations States Board of Engineers for, Rivers
‘the dam plans and begin the project. will %'&-;m:bhoeming for carrying out the

‘It is probable that a railroad track ultimate construction of three dams

will be built from: the Missouri Pacific on which work has begun,

line at Norfolk, up the river to the| namely Nimrod ~and

:

e

Progressing

In Baxter
G AT i

Special to the Gazette.
*  Mountain Home, Aug.
‘have completed a survey for a

i

17.—Engineers
four-mile
rk, on




| falo dam site about one mile above

| 'south of this place.

-
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:sbe/_t;inl to the Gazette.

Calico Rock, Aug. 19.—at least three |
towns in north Arkansas are anticipat-
ing an increase in business activity dur-
ing the next two or three years as a re-!

JB‘ig Maumelle
Project To
Be Delayed

8=20~39

Although the Little Rock District
United States Army Engineers have
received authority to survey the Big
Maumelle river in connection with flood
control work, it will be several months
before the survey can be made, Capt.
Lee B. Washbourne, executive officer,

sult of the proposed dam on North
‘Fork tiver. 'The towns are Calico
‘Rock, Norfork and Mountain Home. !
~ Norfork probably will derive the larg-|
est.volume of business, due to the fact|
that it is only about three miles from!

e proposed dam site. Norfork will be
‘the loading and unloading point for
‘much of the materials, and plans are
.ynder way to construct a railroad spur
‘from the Missouri Pacific tracks at
‘Norfork along the river to the dam
isite.  Plans also are under consideration
o built a first class highway from Nor-
‘fork to the dam.

_ Norfolk Gets Ready for Boom.

Anticipating. an increase in business,
Norfork already has started getting
ready for the boom. Several new struc- |
fures are being built, and the theater |

is ' being modernized. Many residents’

‘who have houses available are expect-  said yesierday. With work progressing Come 2t a waterways meeting here Sep-

‘ing to “cash in” on the boarding trade,
‘as hundreds of persons employed on
‘the. dam will have to have some place
to live and something to eat while here. |
By the time the dam construction gets '
fully under way, several new houses
will be completed.
~ Norfork is about half-way between
‘Calico Rock and Mountain Home, the
~distance to either town from Norfork
being about 12 or 14 miles. Al three
;&wns are on Highway 5.
- Calico Rock, being a railroad town, |
may have a slight edge commercially
over Mountain Home, but Mountain
Home, being the county seat of Baxter |
eounty, the county in which the dam
will built, will be able to offset |
the handicap of not having a railroad. |
,leeadquarters for some of the engi- |
néers likely will be at Mountain Home. |
Rock and Mountain |
Home are anticipating an increase in il
business when the work is well under |
ray. Many employes probably will lo- !
te their families at one of these towns |
cause of a possible lack of hrasdiove |
cilities in the little town of Norfork. |
orfork is not as large as Mountain !
“Home or Calico Rock.
it Many to Be Employed.
. Aside from the benefits the three |
'fdwns will derive from the project, |
| thousansd of dollars will be dumped |
_into the pockets of the residents em- |
) ployed on the gigantic job. - Leaders |
 hope the building of the dam will do |

Lthis section what the construction !
,of the Missouri Pacific railroad did for
it early this century. The railroad was !
‘built just after the section had suf-
fered a setback due to a drouth. The
building of the dam will be a boon to
labor, which ;has suffered because of
the depression.

Then, far beyond the present ad-;
vantages to be gained by the dam con- |
struction, farsighted leaders see a new |

Engiiiéers Surveying =~ |
Buffalo Dam Site Area

Mountain Home—U. S. engineers
_have started a survey on the Buf-

Both Calico

‘the mouth of Buffalo river, where
it empties into White river, 12 miles

Drillers on the North fork site
have moved their drilling rigs back
up the river to site No. 1 and will
continue core dril} operations there
for a time. It is said that when
both sites have been drilled a con-
. tract will be let for drilling and the
site best suited will be more thor-
oughly tested by larger drills.

 Another crew is at work locating
all'cemetery sites on the North Fork
that will be flooded by back water
from the dam. All graves will be
| moved to higher ground. .

|[Flood Control
Meet Planned
|At Harrison

lcazetta  9=2-39

hbaém to the Gazette.

. Harrison, Sept. 1.—Invitations have
M sent by Congressman Clyde T.
Ellis to congressional leaders and na-,
tional and state officials to attend the
two-day waterways round-up here Sep-
tember 28-29. Vit .

" Congressman Ellis is co-operating with
of Harrison citizens in' spon-

Gazette

. era for this .part of Arkansas when

water power furnished by the dam re-
builds the entire section.

rapidly on present flood control proj-
ects, it. will be impossible to begin a
survey of the Big Maumelle river until
next spring, he said.

Legal authority for surveys of this
type is provided in the act under which
tributaries of the Arkansas® river are
studied for flood control potentialities.
A report issued several days ago by
Maj. Gen. Julian L. Schley of Wash-
ington, chief of army engimeers, said
a review of available information on
the river has been ordered to deter-
mine advisability of undertaking flood
control work there.

Dr. W. B. Grayson, state health of-
ficer, said yesterday the state Health
Department will co-operate with army
engineers in a study of health and sani-
taticn problems in the area. Army en-
gineers are authorized only to survey
and carry om work in connection with
flood control.

———

./ Included on the program will be a}

float on tl?e White river over Wildcat!
shoals, a fish fry on the gravel bar, a|

/| téur of the Norfork dam site, and al

mass meeting in Harrison, with speeches '
by flood control advocates. °

Invitations have been sent by Con-
gressman Ellis to all members of the
House and Senate in Oklahoma, Ar-
kgnsgs, Texas, Louisiana, Missouri and
Mississippi; Senator George W. Norris !
of Nebraska; the army engineers, the|
secretary of war, and all state officials
of Arkansas, and the seven Supreme
Court judges of Arkansas.

~(}overnor Bailey has announced he
will attend.

M TO BE BOON TO
NEIGHBORING TOWNS

‘Waterways

1ﬁmknﬁﬁw%ﬂwwamrm:ﬁ&7mﬁgmmw"ﬁm get the
"WPA or PWA proj- people mad. You'd be surprised- what
: ' can be done when the people get mad.”

hearing at Heber Springs, Searcy -or in which to work before Congress con-
 Stuttgart to revive interest in a gravity venes, will: °

canal from the proposed Heber Springs 1, Flood congressmen with telegrams
flood centrol reservoir on the Little Red urging them to defeat the bills or
river to the crown of Grand Prairie, postpone action until January.
about 12 miles northwest of Stuttgart. 2. Send a committee of friendly con-
The canal, originally planned to be 107 gressmen to call on Senator Barkley
| miles long yvith an average fall of one ‘of Kentucky, majority leader in the
(foot per mile, would supply water for Senate and “right-hand aide to the
irice field irrigation, Mr. McClure ex- - president,” in ‘an effort to obtain a
}plalned. The Heber Springs dam has| - delay on consideration of the bills un-
ibeen authorized by Congress, but no = til January. '

!funds for construction have been pro- The committee selected included: Sen-
vided. Commission Chairman R. E. ators Miller of Arkansas, Overton of
Overmgn of Little Rock, John Morrow of [ouisiana, Walsh of Massachusetts, Con-
Batesville and Mr. McClure were desig= nally and Sheppard of Texas and Bland
nategl to fix'the time and place for the of Arirginia and Representatives Kitck-
hearing. ' ens of Arkansas, Whittington of Mis-
Representatives Named. | sissippi and Mansfield of Texas.
Commlssloner Layton Coffman of/ Lachlen Macleay of St. Louis’ presi-
Harr.§on. was named to represent the! dent of the Mississippi Valley- Associa-
commission in arranging plans for the ‘tion, charged that: “We . are being
two-day “Waterways Round-up” at Har- choked to death by the high cost of
risor’, September 28-29. Mr. Christian railroad transportation-
was authorized to be spokesman for
_the commission at a flood control hear- out the progress-that has been made in
ing to be conducted by army engineers waterway transporfation. No shipper has
at. Prescott Monday. asked that inlayd waterways be regu-
Seek Permanent Offices. lated. They &fe satisfied.”

g Mr. Overman and Mr. Christian were ;
instructed to seek permanent offices for Rail Brotherhood Agent
‘Among Bills’ Opponents.

the commission at the capitol or in the
nwelw state office puilding on the capi-
grounds. Mr. Macleay, Con tchens
Governor Bailey was invited by the anq Clev:fal;ad .AF(;'egv!;:im:fn SIS Louis,
commission to give the address of wel= general counsel of the Mississippi Val-
ley Association, charged the I. ‘C. C.
is “railway minded,” and ‘said water-
ways regulation by the commission
would be harmful to Southern industry.
W. D. Jackson of Little Rock, repre-

[tember 15,

Final Flood Control Survey Of
Logan Streams Begun.

—&=17-39 senting the ‘Brotherhool of Railway
Special to the Gazette! e = Trainmen; offered support of the broth-
Paris, Sept. 16.—Nine members of erhood to the association's fight. His

United States engineers staff of the Lit~ announcement brought applause from
tle Rock district have begun a final the evidently surprised conferees.
survey of Six Mile creek and its tribu- ““The brotherhood is one of 21 railway
taries and Short Mountain and Hurri- employe unions to oppose the bills,”
cane creeks for flood control purposes. Mr. Jackson said. *““These are vicious

The work will require approximat‘{ely pieces of legislation. If passed, they will
two and a half months, G. R. Traylor, cause 200,000 railway workers to lose
chief surveyor, said. He is assisted by their jobs through consolidations.”
James Holbrook, surveyor; Henry C. Organizations which will be invited
May, John B. Nolan and Ernest Phil- to- join'the National Waterways Asso-
pot, under-engineering aides, and Ira ciation are: 3
W. Merritt, survey man, all of Little Mississippi Valley Association, Missis-
Rock. i sippi River Flood Control Association,

Among the improvements contemplat- National Rivers and Harbors Congress,
ed are the diversion of the waters of Southwest Valleys Association, Ouachita
these creeks into the Arkansas river valley Association, Trinity Improvement
at the extreme west end of McLean's Association, Mississippi Valley Carriers
bottoms. Six Mile creek now enters the Association, Long Beach (Cal.) Harbor
river at the extreme east end of the commission, Stockion (Cal)’ Harbor
bottom. A flood control dam on Short Commission, ‘Los Angeles Harbor Com-
Mountain creek, just south of the city mission, Los Angeles Steamship Associa-
limits also has been proposed. ‘tion and National Maritime Union.

. " Other speakers inclided Miss Marian
Pope Talton of Camden, H. M. Gregory,

F lg ht F Or traffic and commerce counsel of the El
Dorado Chamber of Commerce, and Mr.

! :McClure.

Preliminary expenses of the organiza-
tion will be borne by the Louisiana
.Flood Control and Water Conservation
Commission. A treasurer and Board of
Directors will be elected at a later
meeling.

| O9 r_'ganized

Flood Control

Group Appeals

To Engineers
9-6-39 Gazette

The -state Flood Control Committee
decided yesterday to apply to the chief
of the United States army engineers at.
Washington for autherity for its chief
engineer, Charles S. Christian, to have
access to Arkansas records of the engi-
neers in assembling flood control, con-
servation and recreational data on all
Arkansas streams, :

Rivers and large creeks on which
data will be assembled include: Little
Missouri, Caddo, Saline, Bayou Bar=
tholomew, Cossatot and Little rivers in
the Ouachita and Red river basins;

| Bayou Meto, Cadron creek, Point Re=

move, Mulberry and- Short Mountain
creek in the Arkansas river basin, and
Cache and Spring rivers in the White
river basin. 2

A study also is to be made to deter-
mine probable effectiveness of the St.

| Francis river levee system after com-

pletion of the Wappopello dam on thp
upper St. Francis river in Missouri,

| Commission Secretary W. C. McClure of

Camden,, said.

The commission hopes to present to
the 1941 General Assembly a report
showing annual flood losses in Arkansas,

Public Hearings Planned.

At the invitation of interested eiti~
zens, the commission voted to conduct
'a public hearing at Danville or Mount

| Magazine to -consider the possibility

,.' ‘m.pthe event to encourage flood of its sponsoring channel work on ‘stg:
'o!oﬁﬁro},'hydrmelecmc power and water Jean river below the ‘proposed B

{ransportafion development in the White Mountain dam. Chancellor John E.
|river basii Wﬁ mmmﬂ“j Chambers and o:,r- i .m an-
federal multi-purpose dams. - ville were asked fo arranse. ot

-39 Gazette

Hearing Held |

At Prescott On
Flood Control |

|

ki
| The National Waterways Association
organized by representatives from 1
states here yesterday, called on Presi
dent Roosevelt to “protect” river trans
portation from the Interstate Commerc
Commission. - o g

The' organizatién of flood control of
ficials and waterways advocates wa
formed ,to oppose .two bills pending i
' Congress which would place regulatio
of inland waterway transportation un Pi
der control of the I. C. C.

Terming the bills *“the ‘most outland
ish outrages in the history of the re
public,” the association prepared to taki
its fight to the special session of Con:
gress which convenes September 21. It

|

rsnenial to the Gazette.

Prescott, Sept. 11. — Four hundred |
ke, Clark, Ouachita, Hempstead and
Nevada county residents attended a
hearing held by the federal Board of
Engineers for Rivers and Harbors of
Washington here today. Proposed con-
struction of a dam across Little Mis-
4 2 souri river at the Narrows, above Mur-
'strategy will be to postpone action Ol freeshore “for flood control and power
the measures untll: the regular _sessxox purpbses, and channel clearance and
(in January, permitting all waterway alignment of the entire river and the
groups to organize their opposition. ‘impiovement of drainage of the Terre

Wade O. Martin of St. Martinsville i and Ozan creeks, were disgussed.
Sue SHleag ot o Loulsmpa F loq orty witnesses were examined by M.
Control and Water Conservation COM w Greeson of Prescott, member of the

mission, was elected chairman of th gate Flood Control -Commission.
new ' association. * Mr, Martin alse i.- Congressmen Favor Project.

chairman .OI. the Louisianal"Public Serv‘{ ' United States Senator John E. Mil-
lce Commission and an officer or direc jo ~ congressman Wade Kitchens and
tor of five sectional and national water!i Brig. Gen. M. C. Tyler of Vicksburg,
ways groups. : i ek, %
president of the Mississippi Rivers QOr
% ok CAF}\/Icg hére.tse;:rgtﬁry of the AT poration, spoke in favor. of the project.
ansag ood Control Commission, W# yjeut. Col. R. G. Moses, district engi-
nagéiw:eixet::stnte e Ark ; neer of Vicksburg, and his staff : of
Lotisia; e';;‘e Oklah :1 I\X;I'ansai engineers who had approve_d the project
Teﬂl:;s:l:é N}I({asg;i ibpi OP;“ B 11‘?::; which subsequently was rejected by the
ih: t' 8PP v board, presented information concern-
Mitinssota and Onlifortie. ing their survey and recommendations.
Brig. Gen. T. M. Robins of Washing_-
ton, chairman of the Board of Engi-
neers for Rivers and Harbors, said that
et SR i N their judgment in the matt,etr would be
5 PER : g 1= announced soon at Washington.
B i . s i T AAC B 10 1 Ryt
. : ~ of Engineers has conducted a hearing
gress to oppose”passage of the Wheeler ‘i)n Ariansas and viewed a proposed
e s tce o i oeied it e patiom ey =, o i)
2 o an recently from a :
services to the Middle West, South and poarq rejecting the project.

Resolutions Oppose
Waterways Regulation.

Southwest.” . 2% s All engineers and guests attended a
| Mr, Martin charged the railroads With panquet at the Loda hotel at noon.
:'_‘§p§egdingeprqp%ngda’; A;‘.,tavor of the

 two bills. o ; lﬂ ﬁ:h't': % 1
| “We must ‘organize and fight,” he
said. “We should oo i o P state

. E

The commission also-will hold a public The ‘association, with less than a week. m W

| of water, of which 370,900 thousand gal-

PER CALLON N

WATER RATE SUIT

10-5-39_Gazette

Final Hearing Set

| tle 1
| utility service but a matter

R_ock“"Wat'e

arrangement and not subject
lation by the City Council, t
'is unlawful, unjust, unconscior
inequitable and will not be enforced by

ity,” the answer C

o C

Federal flood control
a greater return for n
on them than any other

~ October 16.

i
|
|
|
|

| _The city’s demurrer to a suit filed by

“Now they are altempting to.wipe the North Little Rock Water Company,

|seeking to invalidate a Little Rock or-
dinance ‘Ancreasing the price of water
delivered to North ‘Little Rock and to
enjoin the Liftle Rock Board of Water-
works Commissiorrers : from placing: the |
revised rate in effect, was withdrawn
and a new one' filed in Pulaski Chan-
cery Court yesterday. -

P. A. Lasley, special lawyer for the
Municipal Water Departrfent, filed the
new demurrer, which he coupled with
an answer to the suit, by leave of the
court.

uled October 16. Chancellor Dodge has

indicated at two previous hearings he

wou.d dismiss the company’s suit.
Effect of Mr. Lasley’s procedure yes-

terday will be to insure that the city’s |

answer to the suit will be included in
the transcript to the Supreme Court.
The new demurrer was a copy of the
one . withdrawn, alleging insufficient

grounds and attacking jurisdiction, oy

X
Figures Offered To i3
| Support New Rate.
The answer offers statistles to sup-

port the revised rate of 9.18 cents per
1,000 gallons for water delivered to
North Little Rock in comparison to a
four-cent rate provided in a 20-year
contract signed by the company and
city when Littie Rock bought its water
system from the old Arkansaw Water |
Company.

It contends the contract is. unlawful‘
and cannot be upheld by a court of
equity, It accuses the former owneri
of the system of “palming off”’ on the |
city obsolete wells and equipment, at a |
cost to the city of more than $700,000.
It points out the new source of supply.‘
and water system is designed to supply
both Little Rock and North Little Rock |
and deciares the north side city could
require Little Rock to supply it with wa-
ter without a contract.

Cost Per Gallon Of
Water Explained.

Justification for the revised rate,
which has not been placed in effect be-‘

cause of a temporary injunction, is ex-
plained as follows:

In 1938, the Municipal Water Depart-
ment sold 1,999,800 thousand gallons

lons were delivered to North Little Rock.
It cost the depariment $46,558.36, ex-
clusive of fixed charges, to produce,
impound, transmit from the reservoir,
purify and turn the water into the dis-
tribution system. That cost would be
2.33 cents per thousand gallons.

A reasonable fair value of the water
properties and system is $4,124,165.19
and the annual depreciation is not less
than $18,516.55. Although a reasonable
return on the property would be six per
cent, for the purpose of adjusting the
rate to the North Little Rock com-
pany, the return fixed in the revised |
rate schedule is four per cent, or $164,-
966.30. Fixed charges, consisting of de- |
preciation and investment return, is
$188,483.15, or 9.18 cents per thousand
gallons,

The total cost of water delivered to;
North Little Rock is 11.51 cents per‘l
thousand gallons, the answer says. The |

amortization of the $700,000 in wells
and ‘equipment “palmed off” on the city
and abandoned is not\ h}cluded in this
cost.

Since purchase and operation of the
water system by the city, it has beea
discovered that during the last several
years of operatisn. by the old Arkansaw
Water Company, .cost to the company
Wwas 14 cents per thousand gallons of
‘watér distributed. The company had

tem and executed the contrag with the
city, Although city officials had . no
‘knowledge of the fact, the answer says.

Final hearing on the suit is sched- | matter of business to decide

|| Mississippi vsllkf

| building up-stream

| tributaries
'whose uncontrolled

such knowledge when it sold the sys- *

1927 flood in the
| valley, the New
1935 and 1936, and
| floods that devastated

Pittsburgh and Louisvil
scale comparable to the
When settled regions,
farms and towns |
factories and railros
|are subject to

R

| enormous total. It becomes

. two  courses shall be
 whether such losses shall
' shall be stopped, b;
| works whose cost will v
offset by benefits running
' the future, BLALE S8
'sized the necessity
Ifederal stream ¢
| measures of flood
been developed.

have been provided.

flood control
many parts of the
papello’ dam now under
in Missouri will give ad
tion to the St. Franci
‘kansas, where almost
have caused great d
ervoir program on -
will protect another
losses have been fre
in the past. West
dams and reservoirs o
will hold
after year, would

cumulating damage an
take no account of the

Discoun
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Flood_control _pra
able to stand on thei
out leaning on the shou
ation, Secretary D. N.
state Game and Fish
said yesterday.

Mr. Graves alluded to a prot
ed by the Conservation F
Missouri with the War
seeking to prevent con
large flood control dams

Such dams destroy
vantages of clear water
Graves said, because the
fluctuates so markedly.
cially is affected b
hatch under such

“Fish spawn is
18 inches of water
the secretary said.
drops very much th

e



. Graves denied that all arti-
es are poor fishing grounds,
eonstructed for hydro-elec-

tric development or a city water sup-

controlled by drainage. The fish pop-
ulation can be controlled by stocking.
But conditions in flood control reser-

Mr. Graves said such artificial
bodies as Lakes Hamilton and Cath-
erine, near Hot Springs, are ‘“‘good

lakes,” but declared the sport
is affected each fall by increased de-
‘mand for hydro-electric power by cot-
- ton gins and other seasonal industries.
.~ “When more power is needed,” he
said, “more impounded water is re-
Lake Hamilton, during the two weeks

i

ore water through evaporation than
Ouachita river deposited—to say
of tbe’ water required by the

be so useful. It will help stabilize the
level in the other two and make them
better for development of fish.”

El,akeljl—)am
Said Not Yet
Needed

12=5.39

Special to the Gazette. .
Hot Springs, Dec, 2.—Having in-

vested moré‘,than $1,500,000 in sur-

veys, plans and acquiring lands need-

ed for the reservoirs, the Arkansas,

Power and Light Company is ready
to proceed with construction of the
'Blakely Mountain power-flood control
dam as soon as growth of business
(load) warrants the additional in-
vestment, Harvey C. Couch, presi-
dent of the company, said here to-

day. ?

- Mr. Couch® made the statement
during a press conference at Couch-
wood, his country estate, where news-
paper men had gone to interview:
Charles S. McCain, New York invest-
ment banker, and Linus C. Coggan,
vice president of Corn Products Re-
fining Company, who, with their
| wives, are week-end guests at Couch-
' wood

' Discussing the power company’s ap-
plication to the Federal Power Com-
mission for extension from December
1, 1939, the time for completion of
the dam,
permit for Blakely was included in
the license for the company’s pro-
m .on the Ouachita river. Two
of the company’s developments on
the river —Remmel and Carpenter
. dams—have been in service for sev-
eral years.
| Mr. Couch said the company had
bought 95 per cent of the land need-
ed for the Blakely development
(some 45,000 acres) and could start
construction in a few days. He add-
‘ed that while the co-operating gov-
ernment agencies and engineers of
the power company had not decided
on the elevation to be considered as
“stream bed,” which would affect the
'height and cost of the dam, this
; cause no delay.

- Company For Flood Control.

Mr. Couch emphasized that he and
his company are eager to co-operate
in a comprehensive flood control
program, realizing that consummation
of such a program would enable

ofitable cultivation of additional
thousands of acres of river bottom
land -

| “These now eroded lands could be
| replanted with pine timber and with-
/in a few years could be producing
| from a cord to a cord and a half wn
acre, which would provide the farm-
er with a 40-acre tract of pine and
annual income about equal to the
‘amount that a small farmer now re-
ceives from a cotton crop,” Mr.
Couch said. “It is our idea, ambi-
tion ard determination to co-operate
in the co-ordination of power de-
velopment, flood control and re-
forestation projects so as to bestow.
the greatest benefits on the largest.
number of people.”
‘Engineer Explains Problem.

€. 8. Lynch, chief engineer of
the power company, said that the
Ouachita river hydro-electric stations
would be used to best advantage in
connection with the system’s large
steam generating plants. He said that |
the greatest benefits of the hydro-
_electric plant is in providing power |
| to supply customers’ demands in ex-
cess of the steam stations’ capacity.
| This demand fluctuates greatly and is
. of short duration, he added. Mr, Lynch
Isx«c!d. that maximum  flow of the
‘rivers of Arkansas is 2,000 times their

, g e
)L little

 minimum _flow, that
season  (June “‘to

|

voirs can never be favorable for fish.”

Therefore, the level drops.

‘eding the last rain, was losing

‘one reason the proposed
at Blakeley mountain will

Mr. Couch said that the

ized to supply for brief in-
several times that quantity.
May Start in Two Years.
«This demonstration by Mr. Lynch

be util
‘ tervals

shows that with the present demand
for power it is mnot economically
soun

| cons
" the anticipated normal growth prob-
| abilities we would begin construction
{in about two years—earlier in the
| mow anticipated,” Mr. Couch said.
| Refinancing to Be Discussed. -

Mr. Couch indicated that he would
discuss with Mr. McCain, native and |
former banker of Arkansas and now
a partner of Dillon, Read & Co., in-
vestment bankers of New York, the
possibility - of refinancing the power
company's five per cent bonds on the
present market. o

“We have just authorized payment
| of all accumulated dividends on pres
ferred stock,” Mr. Couch said, “and
Mr. McCain agrees that we are in
| excellent position to refinance. If
| we can save one.and a half per cent
' this would mean: something like $500,-
000 a year saving. This would en-
| able us to meet the additional tax
| burdens and pass on additional bene-
| fits to our customers,

“Because of our policy of co-
operating with governmental and
' other agencies, we are hopeful that
| the Federal Power Commission will
be willing to pass favorably on our;
request.” !

Impresseds With

1] .
f Southwest. i
i During the breakfast Mr. Coogan |
| told the newsmen that he was im-
| pressed with business conditions in
| the Southwest and said that work
| Mr. Couch had done had gone a long
!' way to convince capital and industry
in the North that Arkansas offered
wonderful possibilities. He had been
in Europe shortly before the war
started and detailed some experiences.
Mr. McCain ReminiSces.

Mr. McCain expressed appreciation
at being able to pay a brief visit ta
Arkansas. He and Mr. Couch turned
back the pages of their history and
association and the story of the first
transmission line of Mr. Couch was
depicted.

Other guests who arrived tonight
at Couchwood included General and
| Mrs. Max Tyler, Vicksburg, Miss.;
| Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Queeney, St.
Louis; Mr. and Mrs. Sam W. Rey-
| burn, New York; Mrs. N. C. Me-
Gowen, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hunter
and Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Couch,
| Shreveport, La.; Mr. and Mrs. James
| Bruce, New York, and Mr. and Mrs,
Johnson O. Couch, Kansas City,

Blakely Dam
Delay
Condoned

12-9-39

Proposegatélsy Zn’e‘starting con-

struction of Blakely dam north of
Hot Springs by the Arkansas Power
and Light Company was viewed in a
“sympathetic attitude” by the Arkan-
sas Flood Control Commission at the
close of a meeting at Hotel Marion
yesterday.

The commission opened an execu-
tive session with some members ex-
pressing opposition to postponement
which the power company will ask at
a hearing before the Federal Power
Commission ‘at Washington Decem-
ber 18. j

Four congressmen and Senator John
E. Miller left the meeting early.
After their departure C. Hamilton
Moses, power company lawyer, ex-
plained the reason for the request for
delay. The reasons were not an-
nounced but W. E. McClure of Cam-
den, commission secretary, said Mr.
Moses’ explanation changed the com-
mission’s attitude to one of “sym-
pathy.”

It was learned that the Arkansas
commission will support the A. P.
and L. request before the Federal
Power Commission for extension of
time in which to erect the $4,000,000
dam, The deadline is December 31.
But it was said the state body will
“insist” that a definite date for com-
pletion be fixed.

“The commission will do everything
possible to get construction started as
soon as possible,” Mr. McClure said
after the meeting. ;

Mr. McClure will attend the Wash-
ington meeting as a representative of
the Ouachita Valley: Association. He
‘said former Mayor R. E. Overman,
chairman of the state

75

i 6.

"® hydro power is available, and that A p. a id last Y t would be made available today by
during the wet . there is not springs n _time completition of the Blakely unit.”
the demand or business s dur-| was asked because present conditions  Col. C. S. Lynch of Pine Bluff, chief
ing the dry season. did not justify the diture for the engineer for the Arkansas Power

Operated as an isolated plant (not|gam, ; - and Light, spent most of the day in-
connected with steam stations) the, . The Flood Control Commission 1S troducing charts to illustrate the pres-

Eight Projects Recommended
For Immediate Authorization.

The congressmen and Senator Mil-

ler attended the meeting to discuss

ommendation to Congress for authori-
zation, i L
The congressmen were. W. F. Nor-

Magnolia, Clyde T. Ellis of Benton-
ville and Wilbur D. Mills of Kensett.
Projects selected for immediate sup=-
port were:
1. Narrows reservoir on Little Mis-
souri river above Murphreesboro. .
DeGray reservoir on the Caddo river
near Arkadelphia.
Benton reservoir on the
river. :
Cleaning and straightening the Sa-
line river channel from Benton to
its mouth. Senator Miller proposed
organization of a WPA project. Mr,
McClure estimated cost at $500,000.
. Cleaning and straightening the Lit-
tle Missouri river from the Narrows
through Pike, Nevada, Clark and
Ouachita counties to its mouth near
Camden. Mr. McClure estimated
cost at about $275,000.
Flood control, work on Point Re-
serve creek ut\(orrﬂbon.
Similar work on Cadron creek at
Conway. -
Cleaning the entir channel
Bayou Bartholomew near Pine Bluff.

Proposal for Canal To
Rice Belt to Be Considered.

| The commisison will meet early in
| January at Heber Springs or Searcy
{at the iInvitation of Senator Miller to
study a proposed gravity canal that
would extend 110 miles from an au-
. thorized dam at Heber Springs on the
Little Red river to a point 12 miles
northwest of Stuttgart. The canal
. would provide an abundance of cheap
water to the Grand Prairie rice grow-
ing area. Rice farmers and others in-
terested will be invited to attend the|
meeting. Mr. McClure estimated cost
of the project at around $3,000,000.

Senator Miller assured the commis-
sion that “authorized appropriations
are in sight” for completion of dams
at Nimrod on Fourche La Fave river,
Blue Mountain on Petit Jean river
and Norfork on the North Fork river,
the latter in Baxter county.

Board Name

For Arkansas

o

River Survey

12—11—09 CAZETTE

Army engineers will begin imme-
diately what they described yester-|
day as the most comprehensive sur-
vey of the Arkansas river ever made.

The survey will cover about 400
miles. of the stream through Okla-

| homa and Arkansas. It will require

| several months to ‘complete. It was |
| ordered yesterday by Maj. Gen. Ju-
lian L. Schley of Washington, chief
of army engineers.

Col. Eugene Reybold, Southwestern
Division army engineer, said the first
step will be to map the river and its
tributaries to show the flood area. A
general flood control plan then will
be developed and reported to the|
War Department.

A special board was named to meet |

| tomorrow to draw preliminary plans.;
Its membership includes Lieut. Col.|
Stanley L. Scott, Little Rock Dis-
trict engineer, and Capt. Harry A.
Montgomery, Tulsa District engineer.

Power Firm

2.
3. Saline
4

o

T.

i ( : lakely development would be unable  anyious ; . heca ;

ply become natural bodies of water as ?o?]s{iezgp‘.y mor% than 5,000 kilowatts | gs fee&s o‘fio itﬁoﬁg h?l?agggxmg; 32?1& ?a?sr::i:aeﬁz'gg ctffgyp:;v;tihsa?t::-‘

m as ‘Q‘:l;ﬁi xvxmtrﬁmrm}'inrg;:é:é conginu?usl‘llls'l;e M;;klébx’:;:? S;;%;“"a :g 525&00&-acre1;efet.oft l:vat]er. néembem‘}ditional power was not now needed,
ml' ; y ! part o : said. It wou orm the largest reser-  put woul

for fish,” he said. “The level can be Light Company system, the plant can ygir in the Ouachita river basin.

d be at a future date. 5

The Blakely dam is the third of
three power projects the company
was authoried to construct. Two of
them, the Remmel and Carpenter
dams, have been completed at a cost
of $8,500,000.

The company had spent more than

d to go ahead jmmediatelyt w}tg flood control projects in their districts $1,500,000 for engineering studies and
truction of Blakely dam, but with o35 " cinote out certain ones for rec- designs, surveys and explorations of

the Blakely Dam site and for land,
its lawyers said, They said that the
eénormity of the problem involved ar-

levent of an emergency or growth 1ot ..p o ponticello, Wade Kitchens of gued in favor of delay.

TVA Contract Cited.

They said that the company had
s contract with the Ténnessee Valley
Authority for surplus power through
a line across the Mississippi river, and
“during the 'last. 12 months applicant
has paid approximately $427,000 to
TVA for power and energy.”

The lawyers argued that for the
present “the public interest is better
to be served by these contracts than
by the erection and placing in opera-
tion” of the Blakely dam.

The company contended that as a
consequence of its contract with TVA
for additional power,
reductions to its customers in Feb-
ruagy, 1938, totaling $279,000 and in
1939 totaling $317,000.

New Line Considered.

The company also disclosed it was
considering for -possible early construc-
tion - a 100,000-volt line north from
Newport through the White River

Valley toward Missouri and Kansas. |
“Such line would make new import- |

ant capacity available for industrial
development and for construction at
flood control dam sites in the Upper
White River Basin,” the company’s
petition said. “Such a line would ulti-
mately connect with the systems of
Empire District Electric Company and
Kansas Gas and Electric Company
ahd would pass within a relatively
short distance of the Pensacola project
on the Grand river.”

“Under all the disturbed economic
conditions prevailing,”
said in a petition filed with the com-
sion; “it is difficult to determne ex-
actly what is the most economical
course to pursue and the most eco-
nomic capacity to install at the
Blakely project.”

Other Prospective Witnesses.

President Harvey Couch of the com-
pany was a spectator. Others ready
as witnesses were A. T. Larned, New
York civil and hydraulic engineer and
J. E. Mpore, New York consulting en-
gineer; W. C. McClure, secretary and
W. M. Greeson, director, and Charles
§. Christian, chief enginee¢r, of the
Arkansas Flood Control Commission,
and Tappin Hornor, secretary of the
Arkansas Utilities Commission.

Colonel Lynch Says Blakely
Dam Not Abandoned.

Bpecial to the Gazette 12"19"39

Washington, Dec. 18. — Arkansas
Power and Light Company does not
intéend to abandon the Blakely moun-
tain flood control and dam project
on the Ouachita river near Hot
Springs, but has spent more than
$1,500,000 in preparing to construct
it and can .start work immediately
when the capacity and gnergy it will
generate can be most economically
absorbed into its system, Col. Cecil S.
Lynch of Pine Bluff, chief engineer
for the company, testified today.

Colonel Lynch was the only witness
at the opening of a hearing before
trial examiner, Frank A, Hampton of
the Federal Power Commission, on
tke company’s application for exten-
gion of the completion date, which
now is December 31, 1939. Taking
direct testimony was completed and
most of the cross-examination had
been heard when adjournment was

| taken until tomorrow.

Most of Needed Land Acquired.

Questioned by C. Hamilton Moses,
Little Rock lawyer for the cmopany,
Colonel Lynch said that 91 per cent
of the land needed for the reservoir
behind the dam had been acquired,
s suitable foundation determined,
some of the land in the lake to be
formed had been cleared, and other
preliminary work finished.

it made rate]

the company \

i

Discussing the delay in completing

now facing developments of this
character, this means that comple-

tion of this development should be
in co-ordination with the power
policy of the govérnment,” he said.
“The exact date for completion will
have to be decided with the assist-
ance of the Power Commission. 8ince
it will be a matter of detérmining
just when the economical time for
absorbing the output of the dam
would be.” ;
Resolutions Put In Record,

At the opening of the hearing this
morning copies of resolutions from
several Chambers of Commerce in
cities and towns along the Ouachita
river, urging the commission to grant
the extension, were offered for record.

An attorney for the commission
said that a petition from a group of
residents north of Hot Springs, pro-
testing the extensién, had been with-
drawn by the attorney for the group.
It was said also at the hearing that
many editorials favoring the exten-
gion had appeared in Arkansas papers
and would be filed for record.

Graphs Exhibited.

Peaturing Colonel Lynch's testi-
mony was a demonstration in which
he used Glass-enclosed models of
graphs and sand. These were used to
"Support his contention thHat maximum
benefits from the power capacity of
the Blakely dam could be obtained
only by putting it into thé inter-
connected system of the Arkansas
Power and Light Company, which is
tied into the systéms in Mississippi’
and Louisiana. J. T. Hornor Jr.,, sec-
retary of the Arkansas Utilities Com-
mission, formally entered his appear-
ance at the hearing this morning,
but announced he would not testify.

Mr. McClure to Testify.

W. C. McClure ef Camden, secre-'
tary of the Ouachita Valley Associa-
tion, said that he would seek to take
the stand to testify that the power
company’s plan for making Blakely
both a power and flood control dam,
would provide flood control for the
Ouachita valley at a cost one-third
cheaper than would be possible if a
straight flood control dam were built.
He said he would try to prove that
| the government is paying only $2,000,-
000 for 525,000 acre feet of flood
| storage in the multiple purpose dam,
|a cost of $4 an acre foot, whereas
| the average for the Mississippi valley
is about $12 an acre foot from
| straight flood control dams.

Mr. Greeson Attends.

M. W. Greeson of Prescott, a di-
rector of the Arkansas Flood Control
Commission, attended, .but said he
did not plan to testify. “I,will say,
however,” he said after today’s meet-
ing, “that the flood control that
would come from the multiple pur-
pose dam would ‘be the cheapest
| Uncle Sam ever could get.” He said
he was attending the hearing “as
a representative of the farmers along
the Quachita river who don’t want to
see their rich lands covered with
water any longer.” f

To Complete Hearing Today.

It is expected that all testimony on
the application will be in by tomorrow
| night, The trial examiner then will|
study it and make a recommenda-
| tion to the Power Commission,

Engineers
Would Delay
Blakely Dam

GAZETTE
Y =630

Washington, Dec. 19 (#).—Two en-
gineers fold the Power Commission
today that Blakely dam on the Oua-
chita river north of Hot Springs, Ark.,
should be constructed, but that its
completion should be postponed for the
present.

The Arkansas Power and Light
Company is acking an indefinite post- |
ponement, of the completion date. Un~|
der its present license, completion is
required this month.

J. E. Moore, New York consulting
engineer, testified the capacity value

| of Blakely dam ‘“can be utilized only |
on the basis of co-operation with
' neighboring systems.”

“I fthe Arkansas Power and Light

|
|

' hydraulic engineer, testified that he'

made studies which showed the uncer-
tainty of projected government de-
velopments in the company’s territory
made it impossible to estimate what
effect they might have on the market.

“The studies indicate that no new
capacity is required in the co-ordinat-
ed Arkansas - Louisiana - Mississippi
group of systems for at least five
years,” said Mr. Larned.

“In the basin of the White river,
at least six flood control projects have
been authorized, with money already
allotted by the army engineers for
their investigation and construction.”

He listed these projects as Norfolk,
Lone Rock, Greer Ferry, Water Valley,
Clear Water and Bell Foley.

“Still other .dams are to be built
in the Arkansas river valley,” he said,
“such as Nimrod and Blue Mountain.”

At these, he said, “so far plans for
installation of generating ecapacity
have not proceeded to a point where
determination has been made.”

He said it was unnecessary fo con-
struct Blakely dam at the present time.
because no new capacity was required
and “when new capacity is needed, the
Blakely development can be construct- |
ed as a multiple purpose development
with a saving to both the power com-|
pany and the government.” I

Discussing benefits of constructing,
Blakely as a multiple purpose dam,
Mr. Larned said that for the $2,000.000
contribution the government would
make toward its cost, a tctal of 800,-
000 acre feet of flood control storage
would be made available.

Flood Group
Meets At

Heber Sprinés
12-28-30

S8pecial to the Gazette.

Heber Springs, Dec. 27.—The Ar-
kansas Flood Control Commission
met here today as the guests of the

Yoting Business Men's Club.
Mayor M. E. Vinson gave fhe wel-
come address, Members of the com-.
mission who spoke were: R. E. Over-
man, Little Rock, chairman; M. A.
Creason, W. O. Chastain, Little Rock,
engineer for the commission, and
Lamar Williamson, Monticello.

A large delegation from the rice
district attended, headed by Mayor
Arp of Carlisle, Lieut. Col. Stanley
L. Scott, Little Rock district engineer,
reported that a survey for a location
for the White river reservoir will be
completed early in March and that
a full report will be made at that
time. He announced that a meefing
‘will be held in Searcy to further de-.
termine the sentiment of the people
in regard to the proposed dam.

Congressman Wilbur D, Mills of
Kensett and Senator John E. Miller
of Searcy also spoke. £

Work to Begin Soon
On Clearwater Dam.

1 -6?-—39 CAZETT
Construction of the proposed Ole;;?

water dam project on the Black river
near Piedmont, Mo., should be under-
way by the end of June, Capt. D. W.
Griffiths of Little Rock District, the
United States Army Engineers, said
YVesterday.

The completion of the test contract
which consists of core drilling, foun-
dation exploration, test pit digging
and augur boring, is expected soon.

Plans for the construction of the
dam will be submitted to the chief of
engineers for approval as soon as
they are completed.

The dam will cost several million
dollars. Congress has appropriated
$725,000 to initiate construction.

He was unable to say when bids
would be asked. :

13.State " ¥
Flood Control
Plan Mapped

s
- 1939, but the
ﬁr “eib

Asks Delay In
Blakely Dam

Gabi 12-19-39
TR

Wa&?x‘lgton, Dec. 18 (#).—The Ar-
kansas Power and Light Company con-
tended today that it would be “to
the interest of the public” to post-
pone the date for completition of the
Blakely dam on the Ouachita river
north of Hot Springs, Ark. |
- Under its— present license,
{hﬁm

! S com-
required by December 31,
1e company’s petition said

i

the project, he said that “the course
that the company has pursued,
through purchasing TVA power and
installing additional steam generating
capacity, in' its Little Rock plant
gerved the best interest of the cus-
tomers, the stockholders and all gov-
ernmental agencies.”
program rate
more than $600,000 a year have been
made possible for homes in the Ar-
kansas Power and Light Company
system, he said.
Mr. Moses Explains Request.

In his opening statement, Mr.
Moses said the application does not
seek an extension to an “indefinite
date,” but to a
are such that Blakely

Through this
reductions  totaling

) 7"the fa.ll of ‘19420 .
R ‘A. T. Larned. New York .

Company system were to be operated
as a self-contained unit, except for its 1—4940 |
| TVA contracts, and were neither to| !
| import energy from nor export energy | Preparation of work plans for
{ its neighboring systems, Blakely| flood control surveys delegated to
| dam should be postponed for a gener-% the Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
| ation or about that,” he said. “But,| nomics in Southeastern states be-
i co-ordinated planning looking to best| gan in' the area headquarters, Di-
overall results is the proper approach ' vision of Land Economics, in the
by which to determine the economic Donaghey building yesterday. 5
| schedule for Blakely, and I see no rea- Thirteen Southeastern states we
son to believe that the requisite co- represented at the four-day meexx
operation will not be achieved.” ing by 18 Bureau of Agricultural
He said no new capacity would be Economics experts, C. E, Hender-

needed in Arkansas, Louisiana and gon of Little: Rock, Southeastern

et ot 15 ad. s mesnt ‘o (X Jeadth SImECS PSSR
b | ‘expecte 'be completed by Sat-
;de"‘s“;;‘ need ?te mdzdelas to 'zheber;ext ‘urday for surveys to be carried out
Bleb -in - capncily, gevelopmen ore | in co-operation with the Soil Con-

| mervation Service and Forest Serv-
tes.  ice divisions of the United States

ivil and Department of Agriculture.



—

Three Approved in State.
2;‘111 Arkansas have been approved.
h ey are: Ouachita river, Arkansas
and Louisiana; White river, Arkan-
sas and Missouri, and lower Arkan-
sas river, Arkansas and Oklahoma.
Part of a fourth, Neosho Grand
river, is in Arkansas.
* The bureau is responsible for
‘economic evaluations in the sur-
veys, Mr. Henderson said. The For-
‘est Service and SCS are responsi-
ble for the actual surveys.

Those attending ‘the meeting in-
cluded Mr. Henderson, George R.|
ulton, agricultural economist, Ya-
zoo survey, Oxford, Miss.; Joe H.
Miller, associate agricultural econ-
omist, Little Rock; Glenn A. Rug-
gles, associate agricultural econo-
mist, Lower Arkansas survey, Fort
Smith; Harry Wise, associate agri- |
cultural economist, Little Bock; J.
T. Armstrong, junior agricultural |
economist, Little Rock; Hobart .|
Cooper, associate agricultural econ-!
omist, Pee Dee survey, Salis-
bury, N. C.; C. J. Bradley, agricul-
tural economist, Grand (Neosho)
survey, Parsons, Kan.: Jack Miller, |
associate agricultural economist,
Concho basin, San Angelo, Tex.;
‘Earl L. Struwe, associate agricul-
fural economist, Little Rock; E. L.
Langsford, leader, Division of Farm
Management and Costs, South Cen-
tral area, Little Rock; Gordon V.
Holcomb, assistant agricultural
‘| economist, = Little Rock; George
‘Townsend, assistant agricultural
‘economist, Fort Smith; Karl A.
Shafer, assistant agricultural econ-
~omist, Division of Farm Population,
Little Rock; Myron E. Andrews of
Atlanta, Ga., in charge of flood
control for Region 5, including
South Carolina, North Carolina,
‘Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Virginia
§ - Tennesee; Print Hudson of

{

ki

“trol,” Division of Land Economics,
‘Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas; Louis-
iana and Mississippi; James W.
Browning, agricultural economist,
Little Rock, and Brown R. Rawl-
ings, junior agricultural ‘economist,
Little Rock.

e e
Nimro

d Dam
Site Clearing

To Start
' 6-40

~ Clearing of land at the Nimrod
Dam site in Perry county on Fourche
la Fave river will begin today, if the
weather permits, Capt. D. W. Grif-
fiths, chief of operations of the Little
‘Rock District. of United States En-
- gineersy said yesterday.

Bids for material to be used in the
| construction of a warehouse and of-
fice building at the site will be ask-
~ed Monday. Construction of the build-
ings will begin as soon as the ma-
 terial is received.
- Construction of the dam will begin
as soon as plans are authorized by
the chief of engineers, Capt, Griffiths
(said. It is' expected the plans will
‘be returned here before June 30.
' Men from the surrounding territory
(will be used for the labor on th
“buildings and dam. :

Felsenthal Opposes Delay In'

~ Building Blakely Dam.
Special to the Gazette. 1‘6‘40 |

Arkadelphia, Jan, 5.—Adolph Fel-|
senthal of Camden, for many years
a promoter of navigation and flood
control on the Ouachita river, in a
talk before the Rotary Club here to-|
day, opposed delay in building the|
Blakely mountain dam near Hot |
s \

‘He said he was aware of the in-
terests of the Arkansas Power and
Light Company in putting off con-
struction at this time for the reasons
its officials have given, but that the
welfare of several hundred thousand’
people living along the valley also
should be taken into consideration.
~ These people, he said, have waited
for many years for some project that:
would stop costly floods and at the
same time make the river more
navigable. He said that it was the]
disposition of the people to co-operate
with the power company and that he,
believed there should be some definite
date fixed and that “our representa-
tives in Congress should be asked tc
work towards the necessary measures
to insure the government’s participa-
tion in the project from the stand-

oint of flood control.” Hé advocat:d
he maximum height possible for the
dam as a means of assuring real flood
control. ;

‘?'Plans for three survey wnm

)

of the state Flood Control Commis-

‘Little Rock, in charge ‘of flood con-

DL

Pr()].é l t ! all not be unreasonably
Reviewed
1-9-40

: W. C. McClure of Camden, secretary

- “The people ‘of this vicinity appear
to agree with the wisdom of the posi-
tion taken in this matter by both the
Flood Control Commission of Arkan-
sas and the Ouachita Valley Associa-

| t;mPeopléi sSide’
Of Dam Issue

Presented
1-14-40

sion, in ‘a letter to the editor of the
Arkansas Gazette, expressed the fol-
lowing views on the proposed dam
for flood control and ‘hydro-electric
development at Blakely mountain:

. “Your editorial in today’s (January
6) paper on the flood control and
power features of the Blakely moun-
tain dam was very good indeed. Per-
mit me to congratulate -you. Your
analysis of the situation is no more

g;mgfenttsthan was necessary to reveal| vyoicing opposition to the Arkansas
e facts.

“Tt was never intended, nor does!Power and Light Company’s proposal

anyone appear to think, that the Fed- that its permit for construction of
eral Power Commission will grant atn‘ Blakely Dam on the Ouachita .iver
indefinite period for construction to t fhad
begin and bz completed under the qegr Hot Springs be extended inde
franchise of the Arkansas Power and finitely, Adolph Felsenthal of Cam-
Light Company. That a reasonable den said yesterday he favors construc-
time limit will be granted is the wish
of all we have heard express them-
selves in the Ouachita valley. The
greement is 100 per cent strong that
&e overflow areas between Remmel
dam and the Arkansas-Louisiana state
line, approximating 500,000 acres
(with not over five per cent in culti-
vation due to destructive floods) is
dependent upon the proposed Blakely
reservoir as the best possible project
above Camden to reduce flood heights.
It will catch the flashy floods of the
mountain regions, and permit the val-
ley floods below getting further down
the valley before this flood water is
released at the Blakely dam.

Reservoirs Much Needed.

““Reservoirs are much needed in the
basins of Caddo and Little Missouri,
to supplement Blakely mountain,
while the proposed dam near Benton
will work wonders for 250,000 acres of
overflow lands along the Saline and
reduce flood heights in the lower
Ouachita. The Ouachita valley people
have a considerable job on their
hands, with all the help we can mus-
ter, to get Congress to authorize and
provide funds for this much needed
control of Caddo, Little Missouri and
Saline. If the plan for the Blakely
mountain dam be overthrown, our
problem would accordingly be much
greater, and relief in sight be all the
more indefinite. '

Low Cost Project. ent upon the financial or political

“The best authorities have agreed|wishes of this or any corporation.
that the 26-foot extension for flood It was the corporation that offered
control will hold the greatest flood the partnership to our government. It
on record, with a margin of 20_to 25 | was decidedly to the advantage of the
per cent to spare. The capacity of porporation. There is little element
the upper storage is 525,000 acre feet. of unselfish public service in their
With the federal government con- sige of the plan they offered, even
tributing $2,000,000 of the cost for this though there was apparently a low-
flood control portion, the result is ering of structural cost for the gov-
a cost to the government per acre f00ot ernment thereby. But, will the people
of water less than $4 which is de- of Arkansas not, perhaps, pay dearly
cidedly less than 1-3 the cost per unit for this seeming saving in first-cost
of acre feet of the two reservoirs au- huilding?
thorized in the Arkansas basin, and ;
lf)ivemamthorli{zed in the White river Probable Benefits

asin in Arkansas, by the Flood Con- .
trol Act of 1938. This appears re- Of Dam Reviewed.
markably true even though we all take, ‘The Blakely Mountain Dam, huge
delight that these seven projects have in power-production possibility, is the
been ' authorized, and the protection key to the possiblé permanent monop-
they will afford, with other by-prod- oly of the Arkansas Power and Light
ucts and incidental advantages will company, throughout the state of Ar-
prove to be decidedly cheaper than kansas, which it already holds with
the flood losses’ will amount to if an almost uncontrolled dominating
these projects are not constructed. power, influentially, politically and fi-
_Desirable Partnership. . | nancially, and without danger of com-

“The Blakely project, therefore, is betition in almost every county in the
more than a dam and a reservoir. It state. = The competition may yet be
is the first partnership of its kind needed in the future years. It might
between the government and private 8nd could come if the permit already
enterprise. The state Flood Control held b¥ the corporation for the past
Commission, nor the Ouachita Valley 15 years was not renewed and if the
Association, nor the Southwest Valleys enormous water power of the great
Association had anything to do with Blakely mountain reservoir was owned

ernment if the ‘company fails to begin
| the project soon.
Presenting what he described as

“the people’s side of the Blakely Dam
issue,” Mr. Felsenthal, former presi-
dent of the Arkansas Assessors As-
sociation,
first proposed a “partnership” with the

the power-flood control dam
Blakely mountain and that it “now

from its own co-operation.”

Says. People Would Pay
Dearly for Delay.

“It must not be overlooked that its
appeal is now for an indefinite post-
ponement. Construction will thus be

when it suits the company’'s financial
purposes.. But, in the meantime, what
ahout the interests of the people
throughout the entire Ouachita valley
in their struggle for protection from
floods and for further beneficial ex-
tension of existing navigation te points
of still more service? It is for them
alone that the government builds.
“The corporation has only its own
interests in mind and in this instance
/it needs the aid and the protection of
/the government. But, neither the

| getting this pledge of $2,000,000 for and controlled by the government and

the flood control extension. It was leased to the best advantage of the
done by Harvey C. Couch almost consuming public, instead of the un-
single-handed. He sold the idea to controlled ownership of this corpora-

the proper authorities in Washington, fio0.
R e oty 5 ‘“The weak-kneed argument that we

and Congress responded by providin

the mongey_ Thé” countryy l'll)a: gon§ cannot get this dam without the in-

through a period of partnership be- fluénce and help of the ~Arkansas

tween the government and politics, It Light and Power Company or even its

is interesting to watch this mueh- Presidént, Harvey C. Couch, is an evi-

needed experiment between govern- dence of un-American cowardice that
\ is not complimentary to the citizens

ment and business. The extent of)
potentialities is far reaching. - 4 Oinf Arkansas and to their senators and

“There are very few reservoir sites COUEressmen.
in ‘America. the equal of Blakely If the dam is needed to prevent
mountain. Foundations and other f100ds and exftend navigation (and
conditions would support a structure the govemment: has already e§tab-
there capable of holding much more lished that fact and appropriated

water than is necessary for flood con- m}llions) it, ought to be built‘ ,an.d lt
trol, or water ayailable for more pow- Will be built. Only the permit given:

er, recreational and conservation pur- thé corporation and héld unused dur-
poses. With it all, the flood control ing their past 15 years of ownership
feature, in its cost to the government has delayed the movement for entire
being so remarkably low, the proposi- construction by -the government. But,
tion is outstardingly in a class to it- We neéd not fear that the corporation

self. i . will further delay or give up its co-
; bo-,operation Favored. | operative plan of partnership with
* “With no substitute to offer for the the government, It has far greater

partnership plan bstween the power advantages for itself than it would
company and the government; have had if it had carried out an
like ~or possibility original plan of .completéd ownership.

| permanent sources of mlghwnm-; pools
i ry reservoir, possible enormous
‘annual

r

- completée monopoly of that

tion of the dam by the federal gov-|

“ticipation in government ownership, ¥
and, above all, continuing 50 years ¥ - 0

increasing valuable electrical power
privilege throughout Arkansas will not
lightly or unresistingly be given up.

Pays Tribute To
Utility’s President.

“There is not a man in Arkansas
whese record is more creditable and
encouraging to American citizenship
than Harvey C. Couch. His life and
his labors have been niost useful and
helpful to the people of this state.
He it most fortunate that in his striv-
ing to build up Arkansas, he Lelps
himself and the great industrial, elec-
trical and railroad corporations he
also serves. For not an industry that
turns it§ wheels, from the smallest
cotton gin to the greatest paper-mak-
ing plant, not a light that shines in
the rural home, the smallest hamlet,
or the huge stores of our great cities
—whetheér of today or tomorrow, but
pays its monthly money-tribute into
the towering corporations that he
heads in this state and elsewhere.
They are, I hope, not thus placing
him in their forefront to his hurt.
But, without his personal public serv-
ices and his wide influence, there
| would he a closér and more careful ex-

lic resistance toward this present ap-

said the utility company |

federal government for construction o{ !
at |

seeks to delay and perhaps withdraw |

halted and can go forward only if and |

government nor the people is depend- |

| Complete protection from evaporation-

al taxes by this par-

| peal by his corporation for an in-
definite delay.

“I realize how difficult the task
may be to protest successfully against

the efforts of the corporation. but, I

insist that whatever favorable con-
sideration comes, that certain pro-
tective restrictions may be added. It
should be provided that the govérn-
ment should retain control over the
rates of the corporation. The people
should never be left to the mercy of
any individual or company supplying
the public. There should be a provi-
sion to insure protection for the state
and its political sub-divisions in pre-
venting a possible evasion of taxes on
' grounds of participation with the gov-
ernment, This plainly has been suc-
cessfully utilized by the banks through-
out the country and perhaps by others.
There are millions of dollars of tax-
able values involved and no harm
done against any honest interest, pub-
lic or private, in taking this protec-
tive step. Most important to the peo-
ple of the Ouachita valley, provisions
must be made to secure the construc-
tion of the Blakely Mountain Dam to
its highest possible practicable height.
| This alone would give-ample preven-

evers i

e

amination and perhaps still more pub-

Completecl &
ForBigDam

| 1-24-40

|
|

By CLOVIS COPELAND.
(Staif Correspondent of the Gazette.)

Piedmont, Mo., Jan. 23.—Final ex-
plorations on the $12,000,000 Clear-
| water dam, the first and largest of
isix dams planned to protect

| completed by the Board of Consul-!

tants here today. Construction work
may be started in five months.

Although the location was said to
' be far from favorable, the consultants
| said they were pleasantly surprised at
the condition found in the lower half
of the three 150-foot test pits. With
information' gleaned from examina-
| tions of the pits today, the consul-
| tants will decide on methods of con-
struction. It was indicated they
would make no further examinations
before reaching a decision.

The Board of Consultants is com-
posed of:

Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott, en-
| gineer for the Little Rock district,
{ United States engineers.
| Capt. T. F. Kern, assistant to Colo-
| nel Scott.

W. H. McAlpine, chief engineer for
the War Department. A

Joel D. Justin of Pkiladelphia, con-
sulting engineer.

Jameés P. Growden of Pittsburgh,
consulting engineer.

G. R. Schneider of Little. Rock,
head of the Design Division of the
Little Rock district.

R. N. Strohl, head of the Founda-
tion and Exploration Division. .

L. B. Young of the Projects Studies
Section.

The Clearwater dam will be the
largest dam of its kind in the group
to furnish flood control for Arkansas.
It will be more than 4,000 feet long
at the top, about 190 feet above the
! bed of Black river, more than a quar-
' ter mile thick at 4the base and 30
feet across the top.

Board Meets Here Today.

The Board of Consultants will de-
cide during conferences, starting at
9 a. m. tomorrow in Little Rock,
whether the dam will be of rolled
\earth or of hydraulic construction.

the
| White river country from floods, were|

| out e
- miles northwest of Poplar Bluff, Mo.
The dam will be approximately 55

- miles north of the Arkansas-Missouri

state line. ;
Recreation facilities in this vicinity
will be increased -considerably, engi-
neers said. : e
Cost Comparatively Small,
Cost of construction will be tom-
paratively small. The land is of little
value for agriculture because of the
late spring overflows. Purchase price
of the land will' be a minor consid-

eration. Engineers have experienced
little difficulty in obtaining options.
The hard red clay, and abundant.
supply of sand and gravel, will en-
| able the engineers to obtain ma-|
| terial for the dam close by. ol
Under preliminary plans excava-
tion for the foundation will be less
| than 10 feét. Foundation of dam |
! will not be solid rock, but the under-
ground soil structure is such that Qt‘
. will not leak. iR -
Most of the leakage is expected to
, come from a depth of from 80 to 60
' feet. It would be impractical to exca-
vate an area this large, ;the engi-
neers pointed out. ~ . ghe
Foundation explorations were made
by each  consultant going down in
each of the 36-inch holes, ranging in
depth from 60 to 160 feet. They were
lowered in small elevators, and made
explorations every few -feef. 7
This was necessary to determine
condition of the rock in its native
state. It was found that many core
| drillings had changed in many ways,
‘or had been injured seriously after
being brought to the surface. This
made it impossible to secure a cor-
rect idea of foundation conditions.
A large pit was made on thé top

of the west abutment. The shaft was
lowered to below. the river level. It
‘was said that the foundation struc-
ture was solid, but the conditions a
few feet under the top surface were
“discouraging.” - h !
The -engineers said. that. there
would be little danger in this condi-
tion, unless the lake was kept filled
to capacity for several months. This
was considered highly improbable.
‘Water Valley Dam Site Studied.
The engineers also made a prelimi-
nary study of the sub-surface condi-
tions at the proposed site of the
Water Valley dam, seven miles west
of Pocahontas, Ark., on Eleven at
river, a tribuatory of the Black., l’i

| The Water Valley dam will not
as large. or expensive, but will im-

)

tion of all floods and would add a It will be similar in construction to| pound more water, engineers said.

| portunity throughout the future. This
| great structure, when built, will en-
dure throughout the ages. Even in tour-
ist attraction alone its dividends fo
the people would grow increasingly
in the years.

Urges Citizens To
Take Active Interest.

In thus making this plea for the
people’s side of the Blakely Mountain
question, may I say in all good faith
that T am impelled by an unwaver-

ing belief, growing constantly through- |
out almost 50 years of labor for its

attainment, in the invaluable bene-
fits that the Ouachita river can give
to Arkansas. Twenty-five years ago
| I began the movement to have the
| government build the Blakely Moun-
tain Dam, owned, controlled and oper-
ated by and for the people. It is en-
tirely possible that their interests and
those of the Arkansas Power and Light

Company can be joined together in a

mutually protective arangement. I
|| stand ready to urge such co-operation,

but, I insist and emphasize that in

such a time “the sympathy” of all

those taking part in such a movement
| is more clearly needed by the unor-
ganized people, without knowledge and
means of common protection and de-
fense, than need be offered to a
great corporation amply able and pow-
erful to take care of its own affairs.

‘“The people of Arkansas may not
gratefully remember those who fail
her now in this state-wide issue.
Political peril may come to those who
desert her cause. In this spirit of
citizenship I speak for confidence in
the good faith, intelligence and pa-
triotic devotion to their duty of our
representation in Washington.

“I believe they will study the ques-
tion and do their best to protect the
common interest of the people and
the corporation all of whom they have
sworn to serve. With this thought
in mind I urge that in this matter
every citizen can help toward the
rightful solution. He need only to
wire his senator and congressmen
asking them to see to it that the
rights and interests of the people of
| Arkangas are fully protecfed and this
| withotit injustice of any kind to any
| and all.  The right kind of measure
. hoestly and carefully drawn will pro-
. tect both the people and the utility
' corporfitions in this and all ofher

future participating public measures.” |

|

i

new principality of wealth and op-|the Alum Fork dam of the Little'

Rock Municipal Waterworks, it was
indicated, There will be a large con-
crete spillway, the size to be de-
termined during the conferences.
Building of the dam will mean con-
struction of a near-mountain across
a running and sometimes uncontroll-
able stream, engineers said. It will
be necessary to comstruct a tunnel
through the North mountain to di-
vert the flow of stream while the dam

is being constructed. The tunnel will"

| cost approximately $2,000,000 and
will be the first unit constructed. The
conservation pool wil] cover an area
that néver will fall below 1,630 acres.
;At flood stage it will cover 10,350
J acres. The drainage area is estima
{'at 885 square miles. Storage capacity
\15 adequate to take care of 25 per
| cent more water than would be neces-
| sary to regulate a flood of the same
| proportions as the 1927 flood at Pop-
! lar Bluff. It would enable the
| ernment engineers to control the
| of Black river to 25.000,000 seco X
| feet at the Arkansas-Missouri line.
| This would mean only bankfull con-
| ditions for the stream engineers said.
| This would aid conditions in the
| White and lower Mississippi rivers
considerably.
|  With the Poplar Bluff-to-Knobel
level completed from Knobel to the
Missouri 1line, theére would be little
danger of excessive floods in the
Black river country when the dam is
completed, t

To Be Four-Year Job.

Construction 1is expected to re-
quire four years. Invitations for bids
are expected to be prepared in 30
days. :

The general policy of the dam and
flood control reservoirs was included
in the 1936 flood control bill. Clear-
water was one of the six approved
for the White river basin in the 1938
bill. In May, 1939, Congress appro-
priated $725.000 for plans and speci-
fications for the proposed dam and
| reservoir. The site finally selected is

Final decision on the site is expected
within a month. Preliminary explora-
tions have been compléted, and test
shafts will be drilled. soon. : J

Engineers
AskBidsOn

l\! imrod Dam_,__

=25-40 Gazette

Bids for the construction of Nim-|
rod dam on the Fourche Le Fave
river were asked by the Little!
Rock District, United States Engi-
neers, yesterday. The bids will be
received February 27.

The proposed project will be 986
feet long and will rise 97 feet
above the river bed. The storage

' 'pool will be about 60 feet deep at

the dam, Capt. Lee B. Washbourne,
executive officer of the district,
said. The dam will rise about 40
feet above the water level at nor-
mal stage.

Bids for 117,000 barrels of ce-
ment to be used in the construc-
tion were advertised last week.
The government will furnish the
cement. b

Arrangements for a rock quarry
have been made at the dam' site,
he said: There will be'no charge to
the contractor for use of stone
from the quarry, but he will not
be required to obtain it there,

. Plans for state Highway 7 to pass
over the dam have been .completed
by the United States Bureau of
Public Roads, Captain Washburne
said. Construction of the approach
from the south will begin as soon
as the land is cleared and survey-
ing is completed. ! y

 Other Projects Planned.

This is the first of the eight pro-

the last of four explored by the en- posed flood control projects in
gineers. In the three previous ex- Little Rock distriég JLieut. ,‘ctgf
plorations poor rock conditions caused Stanley L. Scott, district engineer,
| the sites to abandoned. expects to have three of the proj-
Hydro-electric possibilities of the ects under construction by June
‘dam cannot be estimated until the 30, he said. :
‘dam is completed and the leakage Seven of the proposed dams are
tegted. Engineers explained the rock in Arkansas and the other in Mis-
structure indicates that considerable souri. :
- water would be forced under the dam Captain Washbourne announced
or around through the mountains on that removal of trash and under-
either side. However, deep holes will brush has been completed in Black
| be drilled at least 60 feet un%ﬁ;ﬂ;:] river and will begin in White river

base of dam and ete € as soon as the ice melts. Dredging
L;&"M! m of White river from ille to




Greer's Ferry' dam near Heber|
Springs on the Little Red river is
progressing. Drillers have moved
to a site five miles south of the
town, where a favorable spot has
been located, he said.
Board Continues Work.
The Design Board of Engineers,
which met at the Little Rock office
yesterday, failed to complete de-
signs for the Water Valley dam on
the Black river in Missouri and
will continue the study today,
Captain Washbourne said. After the
board has completed plans for the
dam it will discuss the proposed
Clearwater dam on White river.
The board is composed of: Colo-
nel Scott. Capt. T. F. Kern, assist-
ant to Colonel Scott; W. H. Mec-
Alpiné, chief engineer of the War
Department; Joel D. Justin of
Philadelphia, Pa., consulting engi-
neer; James P. Growden of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., consulting engineer; G.
R. Schneider, Little Rock District
Design Division; R. N. Strohn,
head of the Foundation and Explo-
ration Division, and L. B. Young of
the Project Studies Section.

DesignFor ¥
Clearwater

Dam Outlined

. 1-26-40 Gagette
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 The Design Board of the United

Etates Engineers recommended &

ment for the proposed

dam near Piedmont, Mo, at the final

fly

1y site, near Hot Springs, “offers the
most, orderly solution to the problem
raised by the continued delays of the
‘Arkansas Power and Light partic
1y in view of its failure now to pro-
pose a definite schedule for and
completion of the Blakely develop-
ment.”

Commission Not Bound. By
Lawyers’ Recommendation.

_ Officials of the commission said the
commission could discard the recom-
mendation and grant the time exten-
sion’ asked by the company in full or
in modified form, extend the time for
completion until a specified date, deny
the company’s application, or revoke
the license.

The commission ‘said its lawyers
cited considerable evidence which,
they said, would justify the commis-
sion in ordering immediate construc-
tion.

Blakely is-the unconstruéted unit
of three developments on the Ouachita
river. Remmel and Carpenter de-
velopments are in operation.

Blakely was to have been started
December 31, 1936, and completed
Dsacember 31, 1939.

Public Operation Favored By
Flood Control Chairman.

~ R.. E, Overman, chairman of the
state Flood Control Commission and
former mayor of Little Rock, approv-
ing the Federal Power Commission
counsel’s recommendation that a gov-
ernment agency take over and operate
the proposed Blakely Dam power de-

{

= velopment, said:
earth embankment with a concrete
epillway section in the right abut-
Clearwater #as.”

“This may be the first move in es-
tablishing a ‘little TVA’ in Arkan-

Or, Mr. -Overman said, the sugges-
tion may result in the development

gession of a two-day meeting at the oo yoan power by the government,

Little Rock District office yesterday
;7 The projac? will coet about $12,-

1 000,000, Capt. Lee B. Washbourns,
| executive officer of the Little Rock
_District, said. The recommendation
. must be reviewed by the Little Rock
| office and approved by the chief of

engineers before bids can be asked.
The board decided upon this type of

‘dam after studying tne survey charts

| and inspecting the site, Captain

| Washbourne said. A solid limestone
| base is six feet below the bed of the
| river, and that plan of construction

' is considered most favorable.

| The proposed Water Valley and Blue

| Mountain dams were discussed by the

;bontd, but no recommendations were

' made,

? Members attending were: Lieut.
Col. Stanley L. Scott, Little Rock
District éngineer; Capt. T. F. Kern,
assistant to Colonel Scott; W. H.
MecAlpine, chief engineer of the War
Department; Joel D. Justin of Phila-
delphia, Pa., consulting engineer;
James P. Growden of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
consulting engineer; G. R. Schneider,
Little Rock District Desigh Division;
R. N. Strohn, head of the Founda-
tion and Exploration Division, and L.
B. Young of the Project Studies Sec-

REPORT URGES
US.TAKE OVER
 BLAKELY DAM

F‘ederal Lawyers In

Recommendation.
Feb. 4-40

x

- Washington, Feb. 3 (#)—The Fed-
eral Power Commission received from
its attorney today a proposal that the
government or some designated
agency take over and operate the
proposed 42,000-horsepower Blakely
hydroelectric power project on the

, #said.

. which would sell it to private com-
panies at a low price with the pro-
vision that re-sale rates would be
held down to a “ceiling.”

“It has become recognized that pri-
vate companies no longer can finance
such huge projects alone,” he said.
“It takes years to build them and
years to load them.

“I1f the gv ernment makes the
‘power and places a ‘ceiling’ on rates
| to be charged by the utility to which
|1t sellsienergy, perhaps Arkansas rates
| would be placed on a parity with
states across the river.”

Mr. Overman said he referred to
|gtates in which the Tennessee Valley
Authority sells electricity. He said
ithe government’s decision to build
Norfork and Nimrod dams in Arkan-
sas “probably influenced the Arkan-
sas Power and Light Company” in
seeking a delay in construction of
Blakely Dam.

He said the delay would be con-
tinued “as long as possible” and that
power rates in the state would “re-
main higher than those in TVA states
as long as the TVA sells elecricity to
private companies without establish-
‘ing a ‘ceiling’ for re-sale rates.”

“I know the Arkansas Power and
Light Company is selling power to
TVA at the present because of low
water levels in Tennessee and Ala-
bama,” Mr. Overman said. “But that
it only temporary.”

Utilities Chairman
Declines Comment.
" Chairman Thomas Fitzhugh of the

|

state Utilities Commission declined |

to comment,

“It is possible the commission will
be asked to pass on an application
for the delay after the Federal Power
Commission hearing,” he said.

Lawyer Says Company
Anxious to Build Dam.
C. Hamilton Moses, A. P, and L.

lawyer, denied the company asked for |

an indefinite extension of time in
which to complete the dam.

“The company is anxious to com-
plete the development,” Mr. Moses
“We did not seek an indefinite
extension. We merely requested that
the permit be held in abeyance until
the demand for power is present and
the dam is economically feasible.

“We hope the government and com-
pany can work co-operatively. Cer-

1

Ouachita river in Arkansas. | tainly the two could build the dam
" Lawyers for the F. P.'C. said this | quicker and give the state power and
would require the commission to re- | flood control more rapidly than either

advocated by Adolph Felsenthal of |
, formeér tax assessor and au-
thority on river development. Mr.
Felsenthal said this afterncon that
“This is- just what I wanted.” He
{said he had filed a brief 10 days ago
| with the Federal Power Commission,
urging that the dam be constructed
jand that control of the power ‘‘be

iwvested in the people.” |
| Mr. Pelsenthal opposed any exten-i'
sion of the time for the Arkansas,

| Power and Light Company in building |

the dam. He first suggested such'g'
dam several years ago. He said it
would provide flood control and insure
| additional power resources. He has
| written many letters to congressmen
“and senators in Arkansas regarding
| the project. However, he believes that
even the government will not start
work any time soon.

Welcomes Partnership Idea.

W. C. McClure, secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce here, and also
secretary of the Arkansas Flood Con-
trol Commission, has advocated the
dam for its flood control advantages
as well as for the power development.

* PROPOSED NIMROD DAM

-
=
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He also opposed indefinite delay in
starting work. He and W. F. Brad-
ford of the Ouachita Valley Associa-
tion, filed briefs with the Federal
Power Commission. Thousands of
acres of lowlands in the Ouachita river
| valley are flooded annually.

Mr., McClure said this afternoon
that the proposed partnership project
idea for the dam was welcomed.

“The flood control feature is para-
mount,” he said. “The $2,000,000 to
be paid by the government for a 26~
foot dam on top of the dam would
impound 525,000 acre feet of water
at a cost less than $4 per acre foot,
the cheapest flood water storage 1IN
America. The government should
build all dams. while private enter-
prise might well use the water for
power and distribute the electricity
The government might also well set &
ceiling as to the cost of the power to
consumers,” he said.

“Land owners a(l’gx;g
sorely need the fl co
and };vant the dam built by the first
agency that will puild it. When tpe
government can be induced to build
| the dam remains a question. 1. be-
| lieve that the government will be
longer getting construction -under way
than would the power compa
judgment can only be expressed after
decision by the commission. But
meanwhile it looks bad for the Quach-
ita valley, since $53,000.000, the est.l-
| mated cost of the seven reservoirs in
| the Arkansas and White valleys was
! authorized by the Flood Control act

of 1938, and they are not underA con-

! struction yet, and we are having @
'tough time getting enough money ap-
| propriated to build two of them—
| Nimrod and Norfork.”

‘LITTLETVA’IN
STATE FAVORED
BY BOB BAILEY

2-8-40

‘Immediate Action
| Advocated.

the Ouachita
ntrol feature

Establishment of an Arkansas Rivers
Authority, or “Little TVA,” with which
to force electric rates to a “fair level”

|in the state was advocated in a state-
ment issued by Lieut. Governor Bob
Bailey yesterday.

The lieutenant governor, serving as
state executive in the absence from
the state of Gov. Carl E. Bailey, said
he will ask the Arkansas congressional
delegation to apply for federal as<

, sistance.

Would Get Movement
Started Immediately.

“In view of the report of counsel for
the Federal Power Commission last

Saturday, in which he recommended
that a federal agency take over from

ny. Final |

Above is an engineer’s drawing of
the proposed Nimrod dam on Fourche
la Fave river in Perry county about
50 miles from Little Rock. It is ex-
pected the dam will be under con-

L S

year, June 30. It will be the first of

eight proposed flood control dams to
be constructed by the United States
army engineers in the Little Rock
district.

The dam will be 986 feet long and
92 feet wide at the base. It will rise
95 feet above the river bed and the
spillway section will be 70 feet above
the valley floor.

struction before the end of the fisqal

“In view of the fact that Arkansas
possesses more navigable streams and
rivers than any other state, it is ap-
palling to learn that only seven states
have power rates that exceed ours,”
Mr. Bailey’s formal statement said.

“Qur -citizens must demand a feas-
| ible utilities program that will meet
'our needs and serve as an induce-
' ment rather than a hindrance to new

industries that wish to locate in Ar-|

kansas.

“With the abundant supply of nat-
ural resources in Arkansas, there is
no reason why our people should be
deprived of the comforts afforded by
public utilities or forced to pay an
exorbitant rate for the privilege of
using them. .

“A suggestion * * * that Arkansas
establish a “Little TVA” merits the
consideration of every citizen in the
state.”

Quoting a Washington newspaper-
man, Mr. Bailey said:
| “The Federal Power Commission
| found the highest average electric bills
| distributed among six states, includ-
ling Arkansas. For residential service,
monthly bills in Arkansas as of Jan-

uary 1, 1939, averaged: $2.03 for the
first 25 kilowatt hours, compared to & |
national average of $1.53; $5.09 for 100 |
kilowatt hours, compared to the na- '

tional average of $4.22; $8.77 for 250

kilowatt hours, compared to the na- | ly mountain dam on the Ouachita |
iriver north of Hot Springs would|

tional average of $7.60.

“For these classifications, Arkansas
ranked forty-third, forty-first- and
thirty-eighth respectively among the
states.”

Quotes Governor on Taxes
Paid by Electric Utilities.

He pointed to a statement which he
attributed to Gov. Carl E. Bailey, as
published in the Gazette January 20,
1938, in which the governor said taxes
paid by electric utilities in Arkansas
“are among the lowest in the United
States for that class of property. An
electric rate survey by the Federal
Power Commission revealed that in the
nation 14.1 per cent of the base rev-
enues of privately owned utilities in
1934 was required for taxes.”

Continuing to ‘quote from Governor
Bailey, the lieuteriant governor said
11.2 per cent of the utilities’ base rev-
enues in Arkansas was paid to gov-
ernmental agencies in taxes.

Would Reduce Costs And
Meet Needs of Future.

Ending his quotation from the gov=
ernor, Bob Bailey continued:

According to the Ouachita Report,
p. 38, “The average annual produc-
tion of electricity in 1935, ’36, '37 was
approximately 200,000,000 kilowatt
hours. | It is estimated that the 1943
power requirement in Arkansas would
be 1,000,000,000 kilowatt hours. It

The United States Bureau of Public

tributing within the city to the con-
sumer.

A study of comparative costs of the
generation of electricity by TVA and
private companies shows no appreci-
able differences. TVA average cost of

pany, a privately owned authority,
averages 5.8 mills per kilowatt hour.

The real difference in cost to the
consumer arises in distribution within
corporate limits of the city.

In view of our present and future
needs, our natural resources must
made to serve the citizens of the state
at the lowest possible cost to consum-=
ers whether it be distributed by fed-
| eral or private authority.

: Sees Great
Benefits In
| Blakely Dam

2-27-40

Construction by the government of
the proposed multiple-purpose Blake-

-

bring great benefits to Arkansas as a
whole, Adolph Felsenthal, Camden,
| long-time advocate of Ouachita valley
improvements, said here yesterday.

He is advocating construction by
the government of a dam 300 feet
high, which would create a reservoir
35 to 40 miles long and from five to
10 miles wide. Cost has been esti-
mated at $14,000,000.

The Arkansas Power and Light
Company has asked the Federal Power
Commission to extend the company’s
permit for completion of a Blakely
' mountain dam unti] demand for elec-
| tricity increases. The company pro-
| poses a dam cesting $6,000,000 | of

i

| which’ the government would con-'

! tribute $2,000,000.

Tells of Power Possibilities.
Mr. Felsenthal contends the gov-
ernment should construct the -larger
dam and lease the hydro-electric part
to the utility. He says the people
would be paying for the dam in rates
charged by the utility. He said that
if the government constructs the dam,

it would bring cheaper electric rates.
A 300-foot dam would generate more
power than the combined Carpenter
and Remme] dams, would free the
Ouachita valley from floods, making
thousands of .acres of rich bottom
. lands available for cultivation, and

generation of electricity is six mills per
kilowatt hour; Alabama Power Com= '

seems reasonable to assume that un- | would make possible a nine-foot chan-|

l_esst aﬁdegitgx?ﬁ Ema;i;lgl gggpsi.gits‘(ﬂg 1 nel on the Ouachita river, he said.

ins e s s ! A dam- 300 feet high, half the
be necessary to import from outside | height of Boulder dam, would be a
gggrggg ot)%mkltll;svaﬁ“go:fspmxﬁ?eg! great tourist attraction, Mr. Fel-
without. tekitig nbe consideration the| 2ninal said. HE pelieves Liflle Rock
possible industrial development in the { would share largely in the increased
state during this period.”

Our problem is & dual one: (1) The | to the dam.

| tourist travel because of its ngarness|

voke the Arkansas Power and Light |
‘Company’s license to develop the proj- |
ect. ! |
The company was to have complet- |
ed the dam December 31, 1939, but '
has asked the commission for an in-
definite postponement of completion

date. . : . !
The Arkansas Power and Light
Company asked the F. P. C. to hold
‘that no additional power was needed
in the immediate future by the area
it serves. L A4
' Government attorneys said con- | 4
struction by the United States or
some. other public agency of a mul-
tiple purpose reservoir at the Blake- |

could do it alone.”

Mr. Moses said, in his opinion, the
FPC counsel's recommendation was
made a3 “an alternative” to the power
company’s proposal.

Camden River Leaders Favor
New Federal Proposal.

Special to the Gazette,

- Camden, Feb. 3.—Operation of the
42,000 horsepower Blakely dam hydro-
electric - power development on the
Ouachita river by the federal gov-
ernment, as recommended by attor-
neys for the Federal Power Commis-
sion in Washington today, has been

the Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany and develop Blakely Dam on the
Ouachita, river, it looks like we could
expect to get the movement started
duix;ng this session of Congress,” he
said.

Frequently comparing rates of pri-
vate utilities with those of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority in Tennes-~
see, Mississippi and Alabama, the
. acting governor contended that an
ARA could build dams for flood con-
trol and power purposes, and sell pow-
er to ?rig:m utilities, ‘tl'))ut that there
“should be a ceiling to resale rates
ﬂmtﬁme¢&uﬁvﬂwmﬂ-to~::

cost of consumption must be reduced
in proportion to incomes of consumers
and taxes paid by public utilities; (2)
Generation of electricity must be
it‘ga&ped up to meet the acute needs of

While our average residential con-
sumption in the state was increased
from 555 kilowatt hours in 1935 to 660
kilowatt hours in 1937, the increase
in consumption in cities, such as Tup-
elo and Corinth, Mississippi, where
TVA rates have prevailed, increased
‘their average consumption from 700
kilowatt hours to 1,600 kilowatt hours.

Research experts have shown that

the cost of generating electricity- is
‘small. Cost of furnishing elec 5
‘to citizens may be divided, for the

{

; Saving Declared Possible,
However, the greatest benefit to the

S—
'\‘-/ Bt
L

Roads authorized construction of a
spur of Highway 7 to pass over the top
of the dam. The project will afford a
22-foot width for the road.. The pro-
posed highway over the dam will be for
the benefit of ‘autoists and not for
heavy traffic, Capt. Lee B. Wash-
bourne, assistant engineer in the Lit-
tle Rock district, announced.

The section of the highway that
approaches the dam from the south
has been under construction for three
weeks. A detour of about three-quar-
ters of a mile will be necessary to
drive over the dam. The dam will be
completed in two years.

| $4.50 to $1.25 a bale in carload lots
lsince the shipment of cotton by
| barge became possible. A total of 100,~ .
000 bales moved through the Camden
and Calion ports during the past sea-
son. A
If the larger barges could be used
“on the Ouachita, he said, similar re-
| ductions’ in freight rates would be
'made on other products. ! -
| * Mr. Felsenthal said plans for . the
dam he advocates have been ready
| for 15 years. An organization has
| been set up to press the vprojecf, and .
that all that is needed is an aroused
}public to bring pressure on Congress
| to_approve the appropriation. :
| He says it would require years to
| make the Arkansas and Red rivers
. navigable while the mine-foot chan-
!nel on the Ouachita could be ready
| in three years if the Blakely dam

leere “built immediately. .

60 Working
Night,Day
AtDam Site

Special to the Gazette. ¥ o

Mountain Home, Feb. 28.—Sixty
men are being employed by the United
States engineers in drilling on Dam.
Site No. 4 on the Morthfork river,
Three shifts are working on each ma-.
chine, and the work never stops, night
or day. Many of the men have their
families with them, and housing faci-
lities of the town nearly are ex-
hausted. .

This- is the fourth site to be drill-
ed on the Northfork river. Two oth-
ers are favorable for dam consfruc-
tion, but a dam can be built more
cheaply at the site where engineers
are working now than at any of the
others, it was said. Preliminary drill-

1

* ing on the site will be completed early

in March,

The road to the dam site is being
improved and a more permanent road
will be constructed as soon as the final
location of the site is designated. Dur-
‘ing the last week several heavy steel
culverts have been installed on the .
old road. 0

The dam site on which the present
drilling is being done is about four
and a half miles above the junction
of the Northfork and White rivers,
and three miles northeast of the town
of Norfork by road. :
e Railroad Spur Planned. Pt s
A survey has been completed  for
'a spur from the White River Divi-
~sion of the Missouri Pacific to the
;dam site. This spur will start from
the main track just above the town

|

| of Northfork and follow the river to
| the site.

! “The Northfork dam "will be one of |
. the largest in the South: It will be
(220 feet high, with a length at top
- elevation of 2,300 feet. The spillway,

purposé Of comparison, into two parts: | |
(1) ; i

state as a whole would came from|which would be located in the main
freight rate savings which would re-' channel will be 600 feet wide. The
sult from a nine-foot channel on the| concrete in the structure will amount
Ouachita river, Mr. Felsenthal said. to 1,340,000 square yards. Capacity
A six and one-half foot fhannel has! for flood control above the power pool
been maintained from the mouth to will be 743,000 acre feet.
Camden for 15 years, but a nine-foot The installed hydro-electric capa-
| channel is said to be needed to ac-f city, two units of 24,000 kilowatts, will
co‘mr_nodatg barges. operating on the| produce 48,000 kilowatts. Prime en-
Mississippi river. lergy output per year will be 90,500,-
A nine-foot channel would put the| 000 kilowatts. Total energy output
| Ouachita on par with the Missis- per year will be 144,900,000 kilowatts.
sippi, he said, and barges could be ‘ ;
pushed up to Camden from the Mis-
sissippi without the reloading” now

d freight Tates on cotton have

S o




SRMBHBRIE,  TOHRL 0 v depan i 1,000,000 |
‘;c-,'mﬁl reservoir, Arkansas river : {
| i ‘basin, Oklahoma. " .. .\.... ... . 2,000,000
~ Denison reservoir, Texas and Ok- i
3t T e S R i S . 4,000,000
- Great Salt Plains reservoir, Ok-
T e e S e SR e 50,000
- Hulah reservoir, Oklahoma ..... .. 1,800,000 '
- Blue Mountain reservoir, Arkan-
sas river basin, Arkansas .... 600,000 |
Norfolk reservoir, White river ba- {
N6, ArKhnsanc = tL, T el 500,000
Preliminary surveys. and exami-
nations, War Department.... 500,000

Total $25,000,€00,000
Additional tentative allocations proposed
by the engineers if Congress should ap-
propriate $25,000,000 more than the $24,-
300,000, approved by the House included:
Quachita river and Black river, Ar-
kansas and Louisiana ..... ..... $36,000
Maintenance, operation and care of ex-
$42 421,-

{
|isting waterways improvements,
510 (the following list, prepared for the
‘committee by engineers, does not reflect
these reductions made by the commitee
and approved by the House: Prevention
‘of deposits, New York harbor, $15,000, ex- |

. chise of the Arkansas Power and

’ Congress this week to seek the en-
dorsement of that body an ir-
|| rigation canal from Hebe® Springs |

at which the
ely dam fran-

Friday afternoon
status. of the o&k
Light Company will be discussed.
Engineer Christian will appear
before the Rivers and Harbors

to the rice fields in the neighbor-|
hood of Stuttgart.

Asks Approval of Plans
For Red River Basin.

Endorsement of a plan for com- |
prehensive improvement of the Red |
river basin in Louisiana, Texas and |
Arkansas was asked of the Proj-!
ects Committee of the Rivers and !
Harbors Congress by Fred Voor-
hies, secretary of the Louisiana '

lood Control and Water Conser-

$43,940; operating and care of canals, etc, | vation Commission. Voorhies told

aE Ayl

b

The ‘above drawing made on an
actual aerial photograph: of the site
shows how Nimrod dam in Perry coun-
ty on the Fourche la Fave river will
look upon completion. A proposed spur
of state Highway 7 is shown enter-
the left center and  passing
~dam. Boggs Corner, at the

it the lower right has been
ght by the government for use of
the Gontraetor, who will be determined

: Pam BidsTo
BeAsked Soon

Rl 40
¢ Bids will be asked for construction
‘of Clearwater dam on the Black river
_about 43. miles north of the Arkansas-
Missouri state line and five miles
. northwest of Leeper, Mo. about the
middle of March, Capt. D. 'W. Grif-
fiths, chief of operations of the Lit-
‘tle Rock District of United States
Army Engineers, said yesterday. The
period of advertisement will be 30
days. Estimated cost of the project is
$10,000,000 to $15,000,000.
The project will consist of an earth
dam approximately 4,200 feet long
with maximum elevation of about 6038
feet, a saddle spillway and - outlet
works in the right abutment, he said.
The work to be done under the adver-
tisement will include only the outlet
works, which will consist of forebay,
intake structure, operating house, con-
crete-lined conduit, stilling basin and
operating equipment for the outlet
‘works, The operating equipment con-
sists of three “Broome” type service
gates and hoists and one “Broome”
type emergency gate an
hoist.

L

FLOOD CONTROL

in‘:’the next two weeks. .
Bi@s for the contract were received
by the Little Rock District U. S.

Army Engineers Tuesday. The appar-
ent low bid was a joint bid of the
Russ Mitchell Construction Co., Inc.,
of stin, Tex., and the Brown &
Root Construction Co., Inc., of Hous-
ton, Tex., gor $1,100,163.10. The con-
struction of the dam should be under
way by March 15, Capt, W. B. Wash-
bourne, executive officer of the dis-
triet, said.

! Photo 154th Observat
tion of Winona, Minn., at $1;,147,887.84
and the third low was by the W. E.
Kier Construction Company, San Di-
-ego, Cal., at $1,173,163.10.
One of Eight Units.

The Nimrod reservoir is one of
eight proposed units in a comprehen-.
sive flood control reservoir system on

‘tributariés,of the Arkansas river.
| Flood ¢ ol ds_the primary purpose,
but the initial eonstruction will include
provisions. for conversion at a future
date tosa dual purpose structure for

electrit/ power generation, he said.

The second low bid was submitted
by the Uni_l;ed Construction Corpora-

FUND EXPEGTED
TOBEENLARGED

Senate Relied On
To Raise Total.

Washington, March 8 (#).—Strat-
egy rather than frugality appar-
ently was responsible for House
approval of the Budget Bureau's
waterways estimates without any
fight for increases on the part of
navigation and flood control en-
thusiasts — the Senate might be
more generous than the House.

With hardly a murmur of pro-
test, the House passed the War
Department civil functions appro-
priation bill for fiscal 1941 with

d traveling exactly the ‘budget estimate for

flood control, and $2,051,540 less
than the scant budget ‘allowance
for rivers and harbors.
Representing reductions of more
than $101.000,000 below appropria-
tions for the current year, the bill
would supply $70,000,000 for general
flood control, $30,000,000 for lower
Mississippi river flood control, $24,-
300,000 for new work on rivers and
harbors (navigation), and $42,421,-
510 for maintenance of existing
rivers and harbors improvements
during the 12 months beginning
July 1. - : ;

- With the army engineers, who do projects on which the budget esti- b

the wo

rk, on record with protests

The dam will be 986-feet in length

|
|
{
|
|
|

|

‘i

\l

jon Squadron Arkansas National Guard.
along the axis, with a maximum
height of 97 feet above the rnatural
stream bed. An overflow spillway will
be provided at an elevation of 373

feet above sea level and about 70 -feet
above the rock surface of the valley
floor. The permanent reservoir - pool
‘formed by the dam will stdre 30,000
acre feet of water, having a water
surface of 3,600 acres, he said.

W. W. Ralphe, associate e-nginee_r,
has been designated as resident engi-
neer for the project by Lieut. Col.
Stanley L. Scott, district engineer,

for economical and orderly de-
velopment of the two programs,
why did House advocates of such
projects make no effort to increase
them? The answer is a double one
—the Senate, and ultimately-a con-
ference committee.

The economy ax has been falling
repeatedly in the House, but the
|Senate has always been generous
to such congressional favorites as
'waterway projects—and House ad-
'vocates hope to get the 1941 appro-

priations written up substantially
|{there. When the Senate Appropri-
jations Committee gets around to
|{the civil functions bill—many rep-
iresentatives will be on hand to
jurge increases.

?House Expected To
Approve Senate Increases.

The day after the bill reached
the House, flood control advocates
met at the call of Representative
Secrest (Dem., O.) to discuss tac-
tics, came to the conclusion they
.could not muster enough votes in
the House to raise the flood control
item to the $133,000,000 they want-
ed and decided to depend on the
Senate for an increase.

If the Senate committee raises
the amount, the Senate approves, a
conference committee of senators
and representatives will be ap-
appointed to adjust the differences.

House waterway advocates reas-
on that their passive aceptance of
'budget estimates in the beginning
will be a trump card at this stage
~—  the House is not on record
|against increases, and House con-
ferees could accept with better
grace any additions the Senate
might have made.

New List Not Compiled
By Army Engineers.

y Preli . :
During hearings before a House v]rel minary examinations and surveys:

Appropriations Subcommittee,
army engineers submitted a list of

‘mates probably would be spent.

r

'$25,000,000 mpre than the $70,

t

that these sums were not sufficient They said these sums would not £l cSime

Capt. Washbourne said.

permit them to start work on any
flood control projects not under
way already, but the committee
wrote in a provision, which was
approved by the House, that 10
per cent of flood control appro-
priations must be spent on new
projects.

A list of projects for which al-
locations could be made if Con-
|gress provided $25,000,000 more
than budget estimates for flood
control was offered by the engi-
neers. Some of these probably
would be started with the ear-
marked 10 per cent of the $70,000,-
000. The engineers reported they
have not prepared a list of alloca-
tions to reflect this House action.

As passed by the House, the bill
|earried separate appropriations of
| $600,000 for Sacramento river, Cal.,
flood control; $2,000,000 for the
power plant at Fort Peck dam,
Mont., and $800,000 for the Bonne-
ville dam, Ore., power plant.

Projects Listed
By Engineers.

The lists of tentative project
allocations submitted by the engi-
neers included:
Lower - Mississippi

flood control

river valley

$30,000,000

Revetments ...... 2,400,000
L R 4,800,000
b AR T S g TS 3,900,000
St. Francis river project ...... 2,100,000
White river backwater levee .... 900,000
P T R e TG SR e 300,000
Surveys, gages and observations 600,500
General flood control ..........$70,000,000
Denison reservoir, Red river,

Texas and Oklahoma ....... ... 4,800,000
Nimrod reservoir, Arkansas river

PREID APERDEWEE . .. 1,500,000
Clearwater reservoir, White river

Besin, Misgourt .o v\ s 2,400,000
Norfolk reservoir, White river ba-

AN ATERDSAR L Ll .. 2,200,000

Great Salt Plains reservoir, Ok-
T AR S e e,
Fort Supply reservoir, Oklahoma
Office, chief of engineers, surveys
and contingencies
Bnagging (gsneral)

1,200,000
2,250,000

286,300
300,000

ar Department - ... ........... 3,000,000 ,
griculture Derpa.rtment 1,500,000
otal, general flood control ... $70,000,0600
Additional tentative allocations proposed
y engineers if Congress should ropriate
000 bud-
te approved by the House in-

|

|

|

|

aminations,” surveys and contingencies, '
| 1 $1,351,540).

. “7 Project.

Red river, below Fulton, Ark. .. $ 42,500
Examinations, surveys and con-

! tingencies, Vicksburg, District 20,000
Arkansas river, Arkansas and

Oklahoma (below Pine Bluff)..
hite river, Arkansas (below
Peach Orchard Bluff)
8t. Francis and L’Anguille rivers
and Blackfish bayou, Arkansas
Examinations, surveys and con-
tingencies, Memphis District ..
White river, Arkansas (above
Peach Orchard Bluff) ....
Black river, Arkansas and Mi

22,000
100,000

W

11,000
25,000

3 217,000
5=

BOMRL 2l e G s daea 15,000
Upper White river, Arkansas .... 8,000
Examinations, surveys and con-

tingencies, Little Rock District
Printing for River and Harbor
Board, and printing of author-
ized surveys
Salaries, office, chief of engineers
allotment roll
River and Harbor Board expenses
Permanent International Associa-
tion of Navigation Congresses
Transfer to Geological Survey
(stream gauging)

110,000

110,000

228,960
630,000

3,000
200,000
B - o e R s s e i $34,480,450

FLOOD CONTROL
PLANS IN STATE

§ GET APPROVAL Little Red

3-12-40
Gazette

McClure Optimistic
Over Outlook.

Washington, March 12 (#). — An

optimistic picture for flood control
in Arkansas was painted tonight

| by a delegation from that state aft-
er conferences with Maj. Gen, Jul-
ian L.. Schley, chief of army engi-

| neers, and heads of engineering di-
| visions.

“While we don’t see much chance
of Congress raising the general
flood control appropriation above
the $70,000,000 recommended by the
Bureau of the Budget, we are as-
sured our share of this fund,” W.
| C. McClure, Camden, secretary of
|the state Flood Control Commis-
sion, said.

R. E. Overman of Little Rock,

commission chairman; John P.
Morrow, Batesville; Lamar Wil-
liamson, Monticello; T. L. Geren,

Fort Smith, and C. 8. Christian,
Little Rock, engineer for the com-
mission, participated in the confer-
ences.

McClure Says $6,100,000
Already Allotted State.

Out of the $70,000,000, McClure
said, $1,500,000 would be allotted to
| the Nimrod reservoir, $2,200,000 ,to
| the Norfolk and $2,400,000 to the
Clearwater reservoir, all a part of
the White river system, the Clear-
water dam being in Missouri. Mc-
Clure said there were hopes the
Greer's Ferry dam on the Little

Poteau river near the Arkansas-
Oklahoma line, would get under-
way this year, with hopes also for
the Blue Mountain dam.

“The Little Missouri river in the
Ouachita basin is favorably in the
picture for authorization as is Ar-

kadelphia dam on Caddo river,”:

MecClure said. He added that the
“basin-wide report on the Ouach-
ita valley would be co-ordinated
with the Red river report and in-
dications are favorable for the fu-
ture development of the co-ordi-
nated project.”

Committee Confers With
Federal Power Commission.

The committee held a short con-
ference with officials of the Fed-
eral Power
question of multiple-purpose de-

velopment of dams. Because Chair-
man Olds was called out of town |

Red river and Wister dam on the |

Commission on the

the committee a program of flood
control, navigation, polution con-
trol and irrigation in the basin, |
utilizing projects already author-|
ized or contemplated, would cost|
eventually about $280,000,000.

The Red river valley; he said,
was the largest river system in the
country for which no unified plan
had been adopted, Annual charges
he estimated at $12,000,000, includ-
ing $800,000 for maintenance. He
stressed the importance of provid-
ing an adequate water supply for
irrigation of extensive rice lands in
Louisiana, and said proposed de-
velopments on the Red, Ouachita
and Black rivers also would en-
hance flood protection for New
Orleans by diverting water from
the Mississippi during flood sea-
sons, and provide navigable chan-
nels from Camden, Ark., to the
Gulf of Mexico west of the Atcha-
falaya floodway through Bayous
Teche and Vermilion. -

Appeal Made
ForDamOn

3_|4_4Q

Washington, March 13 (®)—C. 8.
Christian of Little Rock, represent-
ing the Arkansas Flood Control Com-~
mission, appeared before the Projects
Committee of the National Rivers and
Harbors Congress today to ask favor-
able consideration of a proposal for
a dam on the Little Red river to ir-

rigate rice fields in the Grand Prairie
section of Arkansas. # |

|
|

The cost of the project was es i
mated at $15,000,000, which would |
include the expense of a canal to.
bring water to the rice lands. Chris- |
tian asserted the proposed dam could !
develop 10,000 horsepower and that|
some of the cost should be charged
to flood control and power. i

To List Projects. |

The committee, contemplating eco= |
nomy efforts of Congress, decided
government spending on navigation,
flood contral and water conservation |
was an asset, not a liahility, and|
should be carried on the Treasury’s
books as “investments.”

Roy Miller Corpus Christi, Tex..
committee member for the Guif of
Mexico division, made the sugges-
tion. = Chairman William J. Driver
appointed him and H. H. Buckman,
Jacksonville, Fla., as a sub‘commgt—
tee to prepare a resolution to that
effect for presentation to the Con-
gress tomorrow.

The committee will submit a Jst
of projects for endorsement to the.
' congress, an independent organiza-
tion which uses its influence to ob-
tain appropriations for mnavigation,
flood control and conservation work.

Committee ‘endorsement 'of flood
protection works for Oakdale and Har-
riman, Tenn., was asked by Repre-
| sentative Jennings (Dem., Tenn.), The
| cities, in a mountainous section, were

jsubject to annual floods since lum-
lbering operations have deforested the
area, he said. |
Reports Submitted. §

The Mississippi Valley Flood Con- |
trol Association held its annual meef- |
ing today with Senator Overton |
(Dem., La.) presiding. Reports were
submitted on the status of wvarious
projects in the alluvial valley. {

President Against
More Authorizations.

President Roosevelt informed three
senators Congress should not author-
ize any more waterways undertakings '
at this session. !

Chairman Bailey (Dem., N. C.) of
the Senate Commerce Committee, and
Senators Sheppard (Dem., Tex.) an

cNary (Rep., Ore.), commitiee n

they made an new appointment for | floo




ﬂ;tilgrpnp genouncéd any attempt
; ears, levy a tonnage tax on water com:
opose I;St Yej’-?tjsthat i imgce. "
committee remove all projects to cost Federal irrigation projects should )
mmd’éhﬁ!::l §iﬁ,506,ooo from a ﬂggaibe executed solely by the Interior POSIUOR irman Whittington (Dem.,
G o ATl ’}'15{ authorization bill, a sug- Department, another resolution Miss) was attempting fo hold the
gestion which led to shelving the said, and the Agriculture Depart- Omnibus measure to a smaller figure.
meT&Smuxe_, As Gl ment should retain its jurisdiction The administration has frowned on|
i House had approved a bill|over erosion-control and reforesta- 2 huge authorization bill for rivers
 authorizing projects estimated to cost|tion problems. 2 and harbors, which includes a long list |
rm,848.100: A Senate Commerce Sub- | Representative Short (Rep., Mo.) | o flgod c__ontrol»‘iterns. i L
commitfee raised the total to $407,- fwa.s re-elected president of the . Reviewing the program, Genperal
 855,600. Bailey informed the commit- | group. William J. Driver, former Schley said Congress had !‘!.t"‘?‘?‘“di
program included 377 |

tee Congress was in no mood to!'.re i
BB : presentative from Arkansas, was A
accept such a bill, and the presidentgrenamed _Chairman of direzztors. s uitl»thd.s

Christian, commission engineer,

“It is evident that, if the public
is to derive any benefit from cheaper
electricity, a resale ‘ceiling’ should be
fixed. When within transmission dis-
tance of such a unit, consumers should
receive lower rates.

“It has been the experience of the

Tennessee Valley Authority that, when

lof protective works at the town of

the White river between Augusta
and Clarendon, in Arkansas.
The bill also calls for construction

|

DeValls Bluff, at an estimated cost
to the government of $47,500.

Ross Mathis of Cotton Plant, Ark.
testified the annual savings in ﬂooci
control damage in the area would
offset the cost of the development.

Immediate

would veto if if it passed. When the
qommjtf.ee shelved the measure, Bailey
reported the action to the Senate
with the comment that “economy is
abroad in the land.”
~ Later a bill authorizing merely sur-
ﬂ'i_leys‘»pt‘,agveml scores of possible de-
velopments was approved by Con-
as a substitute, but vetoed by
Mr. Roosevelt. The president’s con-
 Versation with the senators today was
\ken as an indication an authoriza-
1 bill would meet the same fate
§ year. :

Nimrod Dam
ContractTo
'\}”Be Awarded

3-16-40

‘Col, Eugene Reybold, division en-
gineer of the Southwestern Division
of the United States Army Engineers,
is expected to approve award of a
_contract for construction of Nimrod
dam on the Fourche la Fave river
in Perry county to Russ Mitchell

Ine. and Brown and Root, Inc., of
Houston, Tex., early next week Capt.
Lee B. Washbourne, executive engineer
of the Little Rock District, said yester-
| day. Bids were received February 27.
The companies made a joint bid of
$1,100,689.

© A notice to proceed with the work
will be issued shortly after the con-
tract 'is signed, he said. The office
building, laboratory, and garage are
near completion at the dam site and
the government personnel has been
stationed . there. .

The Arkansas Highway Department
reported exeellent progress is being
made on a loop of Highway 7, which
will approach the site from the north,
he said. After completion of the dam,

|

[

|Representatice Secrest (Dem., O.) '
'was named vice presdent; Fred
Beneke, Washington, re-elected
secretary-treasurer, and William H.
Webb, Washington, re-elected exe-
cutive vice president.

The convention classified as
“meritorious” these projects, mean-
ling they probably would be “en-

Building Of
Da

|
|

_states. He deqlared more electricity is generated and the
440,049,000 Was needed in appropria- | rate is reduced, the distribution com-
tions to complete the program

authorized. J

Nimrod Work

already | panies make more money.”

Mr. Christian emphasized that his
remarks were his personal observa-
tions and not those of the commis-
| sion.
|  Chairman R. E. Overman. of the
commission said there “never was a
time when official opinion on flood

mUrged
7,-29. -4‘ )

Special to the Gazette.

Assured For

dorsed” as soon as final favorable
reports were made by army engi-
neers: Little Red river flood con-
trol and Grand Prairie irrigation,

control and power development was sO
solidified in Arkansas.”

A check of legislative and congres-
sional records indicated that most in-

ETTRE

}

Hot Springs, March 27.—The House
| Committee on Flood Control of Con-
| gress will be urged to recommend im-
| mediate construction of the Blakely
|dam on the Ouachita river north of

| Hot Springs and a request will be

made for an increase in appropria-
tion from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000. This
was decided by the Ouachita Valley
Association which held a special meet-
ing here today.

.Secretary W. C. McClure, Camden,
will appear before the committee in

Washington next week. The asso-
ciation adopted a resolution today, of-
fered by Adolph Felsenthal, Camden,
which urged President Roosevelt and
Congress to favor the request “for the
prompt construction of the Blakely
dam and reservoir to its fullest possi-
ble development, size and extent; for
extension ‘of navigation and prevention
of floods and for the increase in

A
J d by e hed
Arkansas. 20 0 terested officials are agreed upon the
on authorized surveys on the Red 3 The plan was proposed January 30,
river project, Louisiana, Arkansas _ The exheustion of federal funds for 1937, by Senator John E. Miller, then
Washington Monday, will not retard House. An Associated Press dispatch
Ellis Urges Group To the program of construction this fis- from Washington on that date said:
‘ i e ’
Become ‘More Militant. ry county) projects, C. S. Christian, sas Valleys Authority, similar to the
chief engineer of the state Flood Con- Tennessee Valley Authority, with broad
urged delegates to make their or- :
ganization  “more militant” in their| ~He said he doubted that plans for gign, navigation and oflier: develop-
the Blue Mountain project on the pent of the White and Arkansas |
tion for flood control, water power de- .
velopment and all other correlated de- the reported liquidation of flpod con- «Since the Congress is without au-
trol money already appropriated. thority to regulate the rate at which
Criticizing the president and direc- o : .
' ; “ officer of the Little Nock District,
tor of the budget for having ‘rele- United States Army Engineers, said Z;%: ;‘::? t%}; p;;wlr;t;:;nggggs&g;
legislate” in recommending only $70,- ;o designing and preliminary work ‘
000,000 for general flood control work had been paid for and there was on reasog:ble (;:S:P is for the government
th“A;;parently it mea.n', nothing  to 000 to pay actual contractural oblig.: - T
e budget, the president and the yion "uo"to the end of this fiscal year, 1939 Legislature Also
that army engineers reported a few s Endorsed Proposal.
weeks ago they could profitably ex- H Adq'tmml Ateney Expected. :
e said it was anticipated addi- = i A o th
ouse Control Committee wi
program, $206,624,000, for the budget ,. conoress this session to finance the the endorsement of the 1939 legisla-
bitrarily st: i ) A
g;ofogzrégo sa;‘écﬁ‘eg;‘fmgggg:t Oggu?; cost approximately $2,000,000. The current Resolution No. 14, approved
) War Department has approved the February 17, 1939, set out:
Ellis pointed out that the 1938 i,
sttt il Buthioried six proj. | LGEST sioney for Fgnd donitil hop be ponge Mibiuse feet tesEn. S
appropriated the contractor on the recreational facilities has increased
Arkansas and Missouri. “But it au- ; ; id .
Snslied ORI 25.000.000” he id tives, Captain Washbourne said: Work | ot mngineers, Over 50 per cent of the
y $25,000,000, said.
could be shut down June 30, or the gectric energy used in Arkansas is
to complete the six projects. What is ; i
. : pletion of the reservoir and then sub- "« 3
true of the Wilite river is true of | ihic'mis assnunt te the Wer Depart- .. Tl Hiolsod Sy will be

Fiscal
“Expeditious reports” were asked project.
and Texas. flood vontrol projects, as reported in an Arkansas representative in the|
cal year on the Nimrod reservoir (Per-  “The plan would set up an Arkan-
Representative Ellis (Dem., Ark.)| et
trol Commission, said yesterday. powers for flood control, power produc-
campaign for “an adequate appropria- Petit Jean river would be affected by rivers.
velopments.” 3
Capt. Lee B. Washbourne, executive o tricity may be produced and sold
gated unto themselves the right to 2 5
the dam site *for the Nim t,
oo B gl can be furnished to the people at
next fiscal year, Ellis said: hand in his office approximately $500,- 10
[House] Appropriations Committee June 30,
: The project also will go to the
pend for the fiscal year 1941, in this tional money would be appropriated
and the president and the committee ontive project, which, he said, would ture and Governor Bailey. House Con-
in the bill to the House.” labor cost of $1,014,000. Should addi-  “The demand for cheap electric
ects on the White river system in \p ; 5
4 Nimrod job would have two alterna- gince the earlier report of the Corps
“It will require more than $100,000,000 i i
’ contractor could himself finance com- imported from other states.
rivers generally.”

Says Whole Program

ment,

Mr. Christian was uncertain as to

ready for electric service requiring 50,-
000,000 kilowatt hours before the|
hydroelectric plants could

power and reduction of cost of hydro-
electric energy for this natural re-
source on the Ouachita river.”

. A. P. & L. Seeks Delay.

The Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany has a petition pending before the’
Federal Power Commission asking that
date for completion of the Blakely dam
be postponed. The petition has met
with considerable opposition. Chair-
man Lamar Williamson, Monticello, re-
minded the delegates that if it were
not for the request for an ‘increase
in the appropriation by the govern-
ment for the Blakely dam, that sub-
ject would not be brought before the
Flood Control Committee.

Secretary McClure also ‘'was author-
ized to ask for flood control reservoirs
on the Caddo, Little Missouri and Sa-
line rivers. Action on these subjects,
the delegates were told, must be ob-

| tained immediately. Chairman Wil-

the status of further projects on the
White river but requests for alloca-
Many shalde: reieaty : mams d tions for work on the Bull Shoals and
& y p projects, sald, Taple Rock projects have been in the
Ye. Do en authorized on rivers nands of the army engineers for some

the highway will pass over the dam May Be Wrecke
and rejoin the main road about one- y cked.
fourth of a mile from the dam.

in all parts of the country.

time, he said.

X S };ihamson and sicretary McClure cited
e | the “growing trend on the part of
: g: t?:l.tee? 1::““0“ the C°‘33r:§s} Congress for economy.” The officials
o hs tes to pass, and the| gaiq that if they did not get favorable
president of the United States to aD-| action at this time, “it will be 10 years

structed.

prove, if passed, adequate legislation|pefore we have another such oppor-

designing new spillways and cutoffs to |
ease the flow of future flood waters.

They don't believe there will be a
major flood to test their efforts this
year. “But even if there is, this whole
valley can feel assurance in the fact
that they are protected by a levee sys-
tem engineers think will withstand
anything the Mississippi has to offer,”
they say. :

The Mississippi’s levee and flood
control system, which hydraulic en- |
gineers have described as “a bigger
job than building the Panama canal,” |
extends back nearly three centuries.
Riparian (river bank) landowners first
threw up crude earthen mounds to
protect low spots on their cotton plan- |
tations. The work spread to the com-
munity, thence to states and finally
to the federal government.

Today, huge supplemental projects
help the levees control flood waters.
Engineers have cut across elbow bends. |
shortening the stream and speeding
the water flow and its discharge into
the Gulf. To trap and temporarily
hold higher waters, they have built |
reservoirs along the main stream and
its tributaries and constructed outlets
and spillways which divert the flow, |
re-routing the swollen river by chan-
nels other than the main stream.

The magnitude of the task is evi- '
denced in the fact that the Mississippi
and its tributaries drain a 1,245,000~
square mile region, or more one-third .
the area of the United States.” This
territory extends from Helena, Mont.,
to” Jamestown, Nv ¥: and from Las
Vegas, N. M., to_ Asheville, N. C. :

“To add to the” burden,  engi
declare the stream defies “all ackn
edged laws of hydrodynamics,”
recognizes “on law of averages.”

First Levee in 1717,

Construction of the first levee began
in 1717 when settlers of the areas
now New Orleans thréw up a mile-
long protective embankment. By 1812,
the project stretched along the river’s !
west bank for 185 miles and its east
bank for 155 miles. The work cost
$6,000,000, but it was crude and far
from adequate. Al

From Cairo to the Gulf in those
days, the river and its main tribu-
taries each spring filled a huge inland |
sea—a delta averaging 45 miles: in
width as far down as Plaquemine, La.,
and spreading to a width of 150 miles
between there and the Gulf. y

Across from the towering Memphis
bluffs, floodwaters swept over Arkan-
sas lands to Crowley’s Ridge, 60 ‘miles
away. In that area, now rich in 9gri-
culture and fast becoming an indus- |
trial region, settlers built their homes
and barns on heavy logs which became
arks in flood season.

Virtually the same conditions exist-
ed in numerous other communities.
Much of the unprotected land was
owned by the federal government.

Aid Asked in 1845.
The first major movement for a

nowl-
and

16 Waterways

“For instance,” he said, “on the The lack of funds for additional Providing sufficient funds for the com-| tynity.” i
- -~y * S unity. : i ttl ainst the river came
White river all of the six authorized projects was reported to the Houre Dlete multiple use development of the  Original cost of the Blakely dam was ;‘gnle::’s"ewgzn ?";‘)g e tEhernesy BLAS

ProjectsOn
Endorsed List

3-16-40

Washington, March 15 (#).—Leg-
islation to authorize new naviga-
tion and flood control develop-

ments was recommended to Con-| ) ’
| country, Ellis declared, “not .. single .

gress today by the National Rivers
and Harbors Congres despite Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s indication such
action would be vetoed. The group
urged Congress to appropriate
more than budget estimates for
such work in 1941 on projects al-
ready authorized.

Eir 4 adopted the report of its Proj-
| ects Commiittee endorsing for con-
| struction at once of 16 projects
estimated to cost $86,155,150. Last
year the endorsed list contained 54
projects, estimated cost of which
was $696,689,946, and these retained
the group’s approval. 5

War Alters Stand.

The waterways enthusiasts re-
scinded their endorsement of the
St. Lawrence seaway, and opposed
federal claims to ownership of sub-
merged coastal mineral lands as
invasion of state rights and viola-
tion of property rights. The action
on the St. Lawrence project was
taken “due to the fact that Canada
is now  at war.” The resolution
asked that “before taking action
the Senate consider all implications
arising from the proposed construc-
tion.”

The group endorsed beach ero-
sion studies by the army engineers;
a water conservation program in
the Great Plains, estimated to cost
$5,000,000 supplemented by relief
labor, and a five-year reclamation

‘construction program with annual

appropriations of $100,000,000.

. Wheeler-Lea Bill Opposed.
Opposition to the Wheeler-Lea

transportation bill, to give the In-

terstate Commerce Commission

rate regulatory authority

water carriers, was expressed. The

are on tributaries.

Army engineers plood Control Committee by Maj. Gen. White river

basin in Arkansas a.nd%

estimated at $6,000,000, with a third of | Memphis to ask federal aid, John C.

are just now about ready to report jylian L. Schley during hearing on a
on two of the three projects hereto- proposed omnibus authorization bill
fore surveyed on the main stem of jnyolving $185,000,000 for flood control

Missouri.” _ the cost to be contributed by the gov-’

_ernment for flood control. A

over

the White. We are hoping to get projects.

wildcat Shoals, which will hereafter
be known as Bull Shoals, in Arkan-
sas and Table Rock In Missouri in-
|cluded in the authérization bill on
| which hearings are to start next
| week. There are two more we hope
for next, but on which there are no
ireports as yet, Beaver on the main
'stem and one on the upper Buffalo.”
At the rate of $70,000,000 for the

|new project can be begun for three
|years. I submit that we are in danger
lof wrecking this whole flood control
program bhefore we get it started. In
Arkansas not a foot of dirt has been
turned yet under the program. The
people may finally get tired of this
hopeful waiting.”

‘No New Flood

i
i

Control Work
Possible Now

3-19-40

Wa.shingbéﬂ,aﬁgﬁ S (p).—Ma.
Gen, Julian L. Schley, chief of army
| engineers, declared today no addi-
tional flood control projects could be
undertaken in a dozen important areas
| without new -authority from Congress.
‘He made this assertion to the House
Flood Control Committee, which un-
dertook to draft an omnibus authoriza-
tion bill involving about $185,000,000 |
in flood control projects. Support-
ing the committee- plan, General
| Schley said work now under way or
| already completed would exhaust con-
gressional authorizations in these sec-
tions:

Valleys of the Connecticut, Susque-
hanna, Ohio, Missouri, White, Arkan-

Arkansas

TV A Plan

Endorsed
3-21-40 Gazette

Announcing it was acting in har-
mony with the Arkansas delegation |
in Congress, the state Flood Oontrolk‘
Commission adopted a resolufion yes-
terday approving, in effect, Lieut. Gov.
Bob Bailey’s recent proposal to estab-
lish a “little TVA” in Arkansas.

It was explained the resolution was
adopted to “show the unanimous ap-
proval” in Arkansas of a proposal to
place the federal governmeni in the

|
l
1

business of generating cheap hydro- |

electric power in connection with flood
control in the White river valley.

The resolution, which will be pre-
sented to the House Flood Control
Committee at Washington Monday by
members of the commission, calls on
Congress to authorize construction of
Bull Shoals and Table Rock dams.
The former is on the Baxter-Marion
county line; the latter is in Missouri.

It also recommends that the federal
government install hydroelectric equip-
ment through action of the War De-
partment. The commission explained
‘that the War Department does not
now hold specific authority to direct
such installations.

As outlined in the lieutenant gov-
ernor’s proposal, issued during the ab-

the

sas, Ouachita, and

,,ri_- in Texas, Sebe

i ﬂ 3 in

Willamette  rivers,

sence of Governor Bailey from
tate, the plan would empower

1eg

Funds Urged
For Dams In

Ozark Areas

3-25=40

‘ Ho‘use Flood Control

Group Hears Arkansas,
Missouri Witnesses.

ST m
Washington~ “fgéxr'll\'tdznsas and

Missouri witnesses told a House
flood control sub-committee today
cheap power would make a virtual
“paradise” of the Ozark country.
They asked the committee to in-
| clude authorization for construction
| of multiple-purpose dams at Table
| Rock in Missouri and Bull Shoals in
Arkansas in the White river system
'in an omnibus flood control bill the
committee plans tc introduce this
| session.
Endorsing ihe dams as beneficial
to both flood control and cheap pow-

!

. er necds were County Judge Arthur |

Wood of Marion county, Ark.;
hn T. Woodruff of Springfield,
Mo.: Henry Young, Marion county
member of the Arkansas House of
| Representatives, and Rex Allman of

| N.
?Jo

\
|
'

| Forsyth, Mo. ?
| Representative Short  (R., Mo.),
president of the National Rivers and

Harbors Congress, told the commit-
tee that cheaper electric power
would bring “many new industries
into the region,” to take advantage
of timber, zinc and lead deposits.

He said the Ozark country was i 7
land of a million smiles,” but that it
had little coal, oil or similar fuel.

“We should not be denied the de-
velgpment of our water power,” he
said.

He said ‘a report from the chief
of army engineers on the feasibility

of constructing the two projects

'would be available later in the
| spring.

‘ The committee also was asked to
approve a bill (S 857) passed by the
Senate to authorize a $2,800,000
east side of

|

ilevee system on the

Lower Valley
Believed Safe
From Floods

3=51=-40
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Memphis. Tenn., March 30 #).—

As the time for spring flood levels,

approaches, army engineers express the
belief the lower Mississippi valley at
last is safe from the devastation of'
waters.

The broad, alluvial delta, which
never could have been developed with-
out flood control, rapidly is taking its
place as one of the world’s richest
| agricultural producers. It took a cen-
tury of toil and a half billion dollars
to do it, but engineers believe they
have muzzled the Mississippi.

In Pebruary, 1937, the greatest re-
corded volume of water in its history
swept down stream and rolled on
harmlessly to the sea.

Although tributaries overflowed (the
Ohio inundated Louisville, Paducah,
Cincinnati and other river cities),
leaving thousands homeless, the mas-
sive main line levee imprisoning the
Mississippi from Cairo, I, to the Gulf
did not break along the distance.

Ten years before, the area was the
scene of one of the nation’s worst
peacetime - disasters when the river
poured  through the levees, inundating
18,000 square miles of land and leav-
ing 600,000 homeless and 250 dead. The
overflow did nearly $500,000,000 dam-
age—a sum equal to the total spent
on flood control during the last 60
years. ¢

No Major Flood Expected.

‘Although their levee system with-
. stood the record thrusts of the stream

three years ago, army engineers have

continued to build new fortifications,
strengthening possible weak spots and

¥

|
|

alhoun presided over that meeting.
Congress acted five years later,
granting to the states all unsold“
swamp and overflowed lands within |
their limits. The land was to be sold
to raise funds with which to huild |
new levees and bulwark old ones. %

Since the government incurred no ﬁ‘
financial obligation the move success= |
fully evaded charges that use of fed-
eral funds for flood control was un-
constitutional. Up to and for years |
beyond that time government opera- .
tions were carried on under the guise
of improving navigation.

Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas and
Missouri opened offices to sell the land '
and named commissioners to supervise |
Jevee building. Thus levee boards came |
into existence. The boards were au-]
thorized to tax their districts for funds
with which to construct protective em-=
bankments. The quick succession of
floods dealt a staggering blow to the
boards, and following the 1927 disas-
ter many districts had outstanding
public bonds and real estate mort-
gages totaling more than 200 per cent
of- their assessed valuations.

By 1858 about 2,000 miles of levees
had been built on both banks of the
Mississippi as far north as Cape Girar-
deau, Mo. The embankments averaged
eight to 10 feet high and 50 to 60 feet ‘
wide at the base.

The valley people
000,000 on these levees.
But -down the river rolled the great
floods of 1858 and 1859, riddling ‘the
earthworks and devastating wide areas.

War Between the States.

Another blow followed—the War Be- |
tween the States. Rebuilding levees
| was forgotten, Armies of both sides
| ripped through the remaining embank-
ments during military operations. The
| neglect carried over into the Recon-
| struction period and by 1878 hundreds

of miles of main line dikes had dis~-
appeared.
Commission Created. .
The next step in the federal flood
control program was 1879 when
Congress created the Mississippi River
| Commission which still functions in
conjunction with army engineers
Channel deepening, in the name of
navigation, was the commission’s first

|

C

had spent $40,-
They felt safe.

{

The necessity ‘.fzgr " constitutional |



' camouflage diminished in succeeding
years until in 1917 the federal govern-
ment went in for levee building for
| flood control purposes. The increasing
population of the area and its expand-
ing railroad and highway networks
were major factors in emphasizing the |
need for adequate flood protection.

.

|

During the 1927 flood more tha.n-,

|

jernment ownership did not vocalize

tion he 50 a
sue. As 8 mmor
‘concern in the welfare of Arkansas
{insofar as general yevenues might be

[arrecwd; we feel impelled to take

friendly issue on points in the ar-
ticle mentioned. X
Cites Value of Dams.

It is our conviction that primary
utilization of these streams for power
production and bringing in of large
power-using industries with pay rolls,
will benefit the state as a whole far
greater that to make flood control
and navigation paramount, under
government ownership. It is a rec-
ognized fact that power dams inci-
dentally reduce flood hazards and aid
navigation. The benefits of power thus
generated may be extended into every
part of the state while those from
flood control and navigation projects
are necessarily limited to areas along
the streams on which théy are situ-
ated. The importance. of protection
for people in the low lands against
flood waters must not be ignored, al-
though they come but occasionally,
while waters to be thus controlled
serve no useful purpose the rest of
the time. On the other hand, waters

that are.stored for power are at work

every day amd hour.
Government Ownership. .
It should be borne in mind that
government ownership of dams on
Ouachita and White rivers would take
from the state, counties and schools
huge tax revenues which would be
realized from private utilities in the

same position. These taxes would di- .

sidontly ssers on this ts [ HAYe
‘citizen having a common | during

cotton ‘whose growers reaped no bene-
fits from the Camden port waterway
service, but in all probability might
be taxed in some form to replace lost
local taxes at Blakely, should the gov-
ernment build a $14,000,000 dam there,
so as to deepen Ouachita river chan-
nel to admit passage of the larger
barges that perhaps operate under
government subsidy, in competition
with other carriers that get no sub-
sidy but pay heavy taxes to help main-
tain the state and its institutions.

BILLEXPECTED
- T0 AUTHORIZE

~ DAMSINSTATE
41220

‘Three New Projects
Predicted.

|

Army district engineer.

Gazebto—

rectly affect people in every commu- |

nity of the state, especially relating
to the public schools.

According to United States News
magazine of March 1, the reported
reduction of rates by TVA does not
impress counties and municipalities
that no longer get the tax revenue

from private utility companies that ¢n

use to be there. The gist of the prob-
lem, says the News, lies in' the fact
that TVA and municipalities that
have built or bought systems to dis-

tribute power have removed from lo- |

cal tax rolls, property which once
yielded $3,538,400 a year. Now it is
proposed by adherents of govermment
ownership that the government make
payment to state and their subdivi-
sions as compensation for. tax reve-
nue lost through TVA operations,
Thus, while reducing rates to favored
users of electricity in the Tennessee

valley, additional taxes are to be wd_iexpregsed opposition to any new mately 2,700 feet long at its top ele-

upon people in Arkamsas and every
other .state in order to replace taxes
which government ownership have de-
stroyed. By the same token, counties
in Arkansas, far removed from any
dam, may be called on to make up
taxes to be lost from government
o:frtiership of proposed dams in this
state, ;
Differences In Cost.

A striking feature of Mr, Felsen-
thal’s proposal is that the govern-
ment build Blakely dam at a cost of
$14,000,000, although a private utility
company that is known in Arkansas
for its responsibility, is proposing to
build a dam at the same site for $6,-
000,000; same to include flood con-
trol extension on the structure at a
cost of only $2,000,000 to the govern-

| ment.

Upon reflection, it appears rather
singular that, although the ravages
of floods have ever been here, the
agitation for flood control and gov-

to much extent in Arkansas until pri-
vate enterprise had pioneered the way
through harnessing water power at an

:

Washington, April 11 (#).—Arkan-
sas members of Congress are con-

fident the omnibus flood 'control
authorization bill,

ree new multiple-purpose damsf

for the White river system.
- Recommended by the Arkansas
delegation are dams at Table Rock
in Missouri, Bull Shoals and Nor-
{fork in Arkansas. The Norfork
dam has been authorized as a $25,-1
000,000 flood control project. Ob- |
i ject this year is to increase the au-
|thorization to $30,000,000 to allow
{for a dam high enough to provide
|facilities for generation of elec-
tricity.
In view of President Roosevelt’s

working, will include authority for

'flood control authorizations this
Yyear, there was uncertainty wheth- |
er the omnibus bill would pass.'

on which the|west of Danville, Yell county, will
House Flood Control Committee is|begin early this summer if present

i

approximately 600 feet above the dam.

Work tg Start on Blue Mountain Dam

&

An artist’s conception of the Blue Mountain damon Petit Jean river, on which construction is expeci-
ed to begin this summer, is shown above from plans in the office of Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott, U. S.
The dam is to be about 15 miles west of Danville, Yell county.
The picture shows the dam joining the south pank of the river and the opening into the outlet works,
The outlet works will include a tunnel through the south bank,

emptiying into a small stream which will join the rfver below the dam. The spillway is propesed over a
low place on the north bank of the river, not shown in the picture.

Construction of the outlet works

of Blue Mountain dam, to be built
on Petit Jean river about 15 miles

plans of U. S. Army Engineers are
completed. It will be the third dam
to be put under construction in the
Little Rock district and the second
in Arkansas in the comprehensive
flood control program authorized by
Congress in 1938.

Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott, dis-
trict engineer, yesterday said bids
for construction of the outlet works
would be invited this week and
would ‘be received about May 27.
Construction usually begins 30 to 60
days after bids are received.

Plans for the Blue Mountain dam
call for an earth structure approxi-

vation with outlet works through

veloped because of lack of power.

the south bank to the river and a
saddle spillway in the north bank
of the river at the point selected for
the dam.

The outlet works will include a
tunnel through the south bank  of
the river approximately 600 feet
upstream from the face of the dam.
The tunnel will be 20 feet in di-
ameter and will be approximately
1,020 feet long, of which more than
900 feet will be excavated through
the rock. = The openings to the tun-
nel, will have necessary gates to
control the flow of water which will
join the river again about a half-
mile below the dam.

The spillway will be built over a
low place on the north bank of
the river, according to present plans.

The announcement yesterday of
the prospective bids included the
following items in the outlet works:
Common excavation, 238,500 cubic

Il, was the apparent low bidder at

Even should it pass and escape a Our people are, and have been for an opening held recently for the re-
veto, work would depend on ap- a long time, crying out for hydro- placement of a miter gate on the

! propriations. f wlf‘ttﬂ?' development along the‘
Ellis Confident President 5 G |
Would Sign Bill. Declares Market Available

Representative Clyde Ellis of
Bentonville expressed confidence
“Mr. Roosevelt will sign whatever
bill is passed.” He added:

“President Roosevelt can not con-
sistently veto a bill that will save
millions annually in property to the
people of Arkansas, that will save
untold human lives, a bill that will
bring light and happiness and de-
velopment and progress to an im-
poverished people in a vast region
filled with all kinds of natural re-
!sources but those essential for
power.”

Pointing out that White river
system dams at Norfork, Clear-
water, Lone Rock, Water Valley,
Greers Ferry and Belle Foley al-
ready are authorized, Ellis said lit-
tle progress could be made on them
for the reason the authority called
for an expenditure of only $25,-
000,000 when multiple-purpose dams
at these sites would cost a total of

|

For Potential Power.

Ellis said the Federal Power
Commission and army engineers
agreed that more than 500,000 kilo-
watts of hydro-electric power were
potentially capable of development

in the White river basin, “with an
output of more than 2,000,000 kilo-
watt hours annually.”

“The Federal Power Commission
advises we that there is a market
in this region for more power than
any one of these dams would gene-
rate and that there would be suf-
ficient market for the power of the-
second largest dam by the time it
could be completed.” He said so far
as he knew “there is no opposition
to this hydro-electric development
by power companies operating in
this region.”

|
}
|

|

| White river at Batesville, he said.

The bid was $2,798.

FLOOD CONTROL
PLAN FOR STATE

NEARER REALITY

|
|
:

Committee Favors
Authorizations.

vards; rock excavation, 64,900 cubic |
yards; tunnel excavation, 18,750 cu-/
bic yards; steel, more than 1,200,000
pounds; cement, 23,000 barrels.

Construction of engineer offices
and warehouse at the dam site will
be started soon in preparation for
beginning work on the first con-
tract.

Bids were invited yesterday for
materials for a river gauge house to
be erected on White ricer near Cali-
co Rock. The bids will be received
at-2 p. m.,, April 29.

Bids will be received at 2 p. m.
Tuesday at the Hotel Marion for
the construction of the outlet works
of the Clearwater dam on Black
river, 32 miles northwest of Poplar
Bluff, Mo.

Bids will be received to 2 p. m.
Friday for furnishing a new gate
for Lock No. 1 on White river near
Batesville.

atives E, C. (“Took”) Gathings h
worked. ‘

Fast Work Necessary To
Include New Projects.
Ellis had to work fast to g
Norfork increase in the bill. U
rule of the committee, projec
not be considered on whic
engineers have not reported.
port on Norfork had not come
the time neared for the c
hear White river proposals.
adopted the short cut of
a separate bill for the full high.
dam. X
After the introduction, he w
see army engineers to seek expe
handling of the report. The en
had to take the question up
Budget Bureau and the Budget ¥
with the president, and special
were required from the Federal
Commission. Within eight days
introduction of the bill, the

had completed its rounds in time
be filed with the committee.

Nine persons, including Layton
man, a member of the state
Control Commission, appeared to te
fy in favor of the larger dam.

CAZETTE  Sa8240

Washington, May 7 (#)—The Ar-

lower rates than the utilities offer.
Granting that to be true, but at what

.cost to the rest of the people who Should be raised.

must bear part of the staggering losses
in tax revenue for states, counties,
schools and towns that are getting
these low rates?

While we hold no brief for utility
companies regarding rates of service,
it is assumed that their charges are
based upon sound business factors
that take into consideration interest
and depletion on investment, costs of

1 $100,000,000. Ellis said the $25,000,-
000 ceiling in this authorization

“Clearwater and Norfork, author-
ized in the 1938 act, have already
been selected and are regarded as
started,” he said. “We are asking

authorization for Bull Shoals and
Table Rock reservoirs. It is gen-|
erally known that favorable recom-
mendations are coming through for
dual-purpose reservoirs at these
sites — that is, flood .control and

Reservoir
Site Sought

GAZETT S —tlem28=40

The Little Rock District of U, S.

power—and that the two reser- Army Engineers will start an exten-
voirs, completed, will cost around sive exploring program to find a
$72,00,000. | suitable site for the Lone Rock reser-
Mcad Fa Elachvic voir on the Buffalo river Tuesday,

Lone R OCk lkan.sas flood control program took a
|long stride forward last week when

{ the House Flood Control Committee
reported its new omnibus flood con-
trol authorization bill. The bill must
pass both houses of Congress and face
a possible veto. President Roosevelt

‘ has said he thought there should be
: no new authorizations this year.

After passage of the bill, the question
of providing appropriations to finance
the authorizations would provide
another legislative bridge to cross,

High-Head Dams at Northfork
And Belle Foley Provided.

The new bill incorporates H. R. 9037,
introduced by Representative Clyde

witnesses in behalf of Arkansas
ects included L. A. Henry, engi
director of the state Planning E
Charles Christian, chief engine
the state Flood Control Comm

state Utilities Commission, ¢
R. E. Overman and Secretary
McClure of the state Control
mission.

Engineers May Appnvi‘ .
Bull Shoals Reservoir.

The major White river report
be made by engineers late this
It may contain a favorable
mendation on the Bull Shoa

? »

3,000 miles of railways were forced to
had more than 600 miles of roadbed
system grew rapidly and by 1926 about
valley. Much of the construction fell |
| levees. The embankments made crests |
at New Orleans.
1927. The relief and rehabilitation
proved a factor in his election to the
i
still fresh in the nation’s mind and
flood control in the valley.
figures on a theoretical flood 25 per
of $296,000,000—to raise higher and
mile long floodway paralleling the
réservoir which can be flooded to re-
sea.
improvement of the river’s course and ;
project stood its crucial 1937 test and
feet at some points by the cutoff and
The system of cutoffs is described |
fold purpose, aiding navigation and
 Cutoffs already completed between |
about 120 miles, or 26 per cent.
station at Vicksburg, where answers
Flood damage of recent years was!
to baffle engineers. Water backs from |
lends. Since levees cannot be placed
|'ﬂm. overflow to a minimum, thus far
But given enough time—and money
be protected. The work is of necessity such projects that have brought. new
of cities are annually pouring more XaNsas homes. But, it is contended,
‘Building B:
| g By
Ml‘iw-the Cikstis, a profit for investors. This assump-
Ozark Mine Owners League, issued a Which is composed of able and honest
den, published in the Gazette last

halt operations from 10 days to four
inundated.
1,815 miles of dikes, averaging 18 feet
far short of modern standards.
five to 10 feet higher between Cairo
Responsibility Recognized.

work of Herbert Hoover, then secretary |
presidency the following year.
‘passed the flood control act, recogniz- I

Army engineers set to work drawing
cent. larger than that of 1927.
stronger levees on the Mississippi and
river from Birds Point, Mo., to New -
lieve pressure at Cairo); and the use |

The flood control act of 1936 went .
maintenance of proper navigation
in 1939 high waters disclosed flood
channel improvement work.
as the most advanced flood control |
increasing the “free board,” or safety
the Arkansas river’s mouth and Baton |

Engineers now have a hydraulic
to river problems are sought by use of
caused not by weskened levees but by |
| the Mississippi river up into its tribu-|
at the mouth of the tributaries, the
| offe *s the nearest approach to a solu-
—engineers believe the entire valley Outlay of mamy millions of dollars, and
a continuing program, because the|Snterprises to the state and extended
e o into tl'xrcrly{;s'gsi_ppi- public ownership gives the people
Government

Yellville, March 2—J. H. Hand of ‘tion rests upon the fact that Arkan-
statement today in reply to an inter- Meén who are well paid by the state
Tuesday, concerning construction of

ucts against extortion or overcharge.
Since extensive hearings have been

months. One line, the Missouri Pacific,
Under government control the levee
high, sprawled the length of the lower
Flood heights climbed with the
and the Red river and five feet higher
Then. came the disastrous flood of
of commerce, during this calamity i
Congress met while the debacle was |
ing the government’s responsibility for .
up flood control plans, basing their
The plan called for the expenditure
important tributaries; to provide a 70-
| Madrid, Mo., (this is a huge waterless |
of cutoffs to speed the flow to the
'mrther, setting up a six-year plan for !
channels. Though still building, the
stages had been lowered as much as 12
Great Improvement.
step in recent years. They serve a two- |
margin, of the levee.
Rouge have reduced water distance
laboratory, the waterways experiment
large-scale models. :
backwaters, a problem that continues |
taries and overflows into marginal
cuto'f, which is graduaily diminishing
tion.
area, including that of tributaries, will thus demonstrated the feasibility of
constantly-improving drainage systems COTVeniences into thousands of  Ar-
'Opposes Dam
" A=Re=d( upkeep and operation, together with
Yellville, attorney and manager of the S35 maintains a Utilities Commission
view with Adolph Felsenthal of Cam- 'O Protect consumers of utility prod-
the proposed Blakely dam on the held by the commission on those mat-

q 1 Capt. Lee B. Washbourne, executive
Power in Area Cited.

officer of the district, said yesterday.
Ellis believed Arkansas’s peculiar

situation should outweigh objec-
tions of public power opponents.

The project was authorized by Con-
gress in 1938.

Col. S. L. Scott, district engineer,
and Maj. Thomas Kern, spent the

Ellis, to provide for a full high-head |

dam at Norfork on the North Fork
river, increasing a previous authoriza-
tion by $5,000,000.

voir for the White. If it does,
said, an attempt will be made
it to the omnibus authorization

An additional $8,000,000 was author- |

Quachita river. The statement fol-
lows: . -

An article in' a recent issue of the
Gazette, setting forth views of Adolph
Felsenthal in support of government

ters, its members doubtless feel that
~availing rates are reasonable, or
~tive measure would be taken.
‘terway Freight Savings.
taxway freight savings be-

{

“In this vast [White river basin] past week on the river seeking a de-
area, a region 700 miles long and sirable location, he said. A party
several hundred miles wide, there from the U. S. Waterways Experiment
is not a ton of coal, a barrel of oil, Station, Vicksburg, Miss.,, will arrive

{nor a cubic foot of gas,” he said. Tuesday to aid the operations.

ized for the construction of Belle
Foley, a flood control dam on the
Eleven Point river, a tributary of the
White, in Representative Wilbur Mills’
district.

nstruction and control of Blakel S5 a result of govern-
g:m ‘Onctgzel (;J.li,(rllc'i:&!.1 ﬁver? brings J, 'ment construction®of Blakely dam:
mind questions of public - concern, A While navigation has been the memil;li
‘Since our intérests personally are with | of building up important commerc 5
‘power development in the upper White | cénters, with savings to shippers
river valley, we have no part in the large volume, such has been along
argument .over Blakely as a local is- Streams that were naturally navigable,
sue. . y 'being plied by pn:t?ftpli;' l{;wx;eddap@ck-
From the viewpoint maintained by ©tS, and not on artificially made wa-
Mr. Felsenthal, vyt.tlx): subject is strong- terways, being traversed by govern-

ly presented and, having known i ment subsidized carriers. In either
fgr Mﬁ’a ngo fa:ttnr%for advmilcizae"ént low ‘rates can be available only
ment part of the state, we-ac- | to shippers who are conveniently near
cord the highest motives .of Such line of - s

“service. 3
d conviction in the posi-| While the port of Camden may

G

“In other words, we have no nat-
ural power. In this region there
are several counties in my district
alone that have no electricity what-
ever even in the larger towns, ex-
cept from local power plants, most

The work to be done will include
augur boring and blasting, he said.
Holes will be dug and explosives
will be set off to determine the ef=-
fect an earthquake would have on
the rock formations, he said.

Ellis said the authorization “will
enable the army engineers to use their
high-head dam design for Norfork,
which is already prepared, and to let
the contract immediately for the full

blastiig¢ will not be dangerous to

of which are selling their current residenits or stock in the area.

:ﬁl'a_' r?:ehupwqrdz of 15 cents per
 gllowatt-hour, and not giving ef-  ;oiionel Scott. A. R, Sheppard of
‘figfgnt service either. |t “ihief of engineers office, Wash-
14 ing tain jnoton, will serve as a consultant.

The work is expected to be complete

nderlyi
" in_about 30 days, he said.
" Duffin Iron Company of Chicago,

The Project is under the direction | Cre:

high-head structure.” He said this
dam would be 225 feet high, would
: would




jung Flood Contol

a‘mWIth Reé}ervpi;r Is One of About 20 Projected for

Q

Arkansas River System; Plan Also Extends to White and

Other Streams of the State in Essential Program.

only too well, can launch a

ravaging destructiveness, would command Herr Hitler’s

‘moist-eyed admiration.

~ For long years, and at great cost, the engineers of the
United States War Department have fought this enemy
‘within our gates. Novw they are assailing it with a new |

‘and powerful weapon.

. The new weapon is reservoirs to,
dmpound surplus water, and stop it/
from raging down the river courses. |

us Old General Flood is to be
kept from gathering up his watery
h for a sweep powerful enough
t0 break over or through the levees
raised against his ruinous irruptions.

A far-flung array of these reser-
voirs is planned for the river sys-
tems that have so long despoiled,
the rich bottom-lands of Arkansas|
~—to be scattered over the several
states in the basins of the rivers, at
strategic points for holding up ex-
cess water.

And it looks as if Arkansas is set
for a front rank place in this latest
assault on the state’s ancient foe.
Informad sources predict that by/
1941, or at least 1942, the Arkansas|

ngineer District,» Tich reaches up |
into southern Minjeari, but doesn’t
take in much of so~thern Arkansas,
will be the liveliest scene of this
campaign in the entire country.
It’s an enormous underfaking.
There’s’ a. thrill in the vast picture.

Vision the whole majestic sweep
of it in your mind’s eye—a scat-
tering of dams thrown out along the
silvery network of river systems
that lace down over Arkansas and
neighbor states, backing surplus wa-
ter up into quiet lakes, where it
will provide recreation and serve the
beauty of the landscape, instead of
rushing into the rivers and swelling
them to destroying torrents. |

|

Arkansas District Expeeted to
& Be Among_)r Leaders in This
| Line of Activity

2 By WILLIAM JOHNSON.
Al of the war isn’t in Europe and China. We've got
a battlefront right here in Arkansas.

It doesn’t flame and thunder with death, doesn’t fill
‘cemeteries and hospitals with its pitiful victims.

But though it lacks the blaze and tumult and bitterness
~of the war overseas, this battlefront of ours is nevertheless
engaging a grim foe—one that comes upon us quietly and
sneakily, like the “fifth column,” striking swiftly, and in-
‘fleting tremendous losses on the choicest areas of the state.

The foe is floods, an enemy which, as Arkansas knows

| ed in the construction, and has start-

“blizkrieg” that for sudden,

uses. Then there will be the spill-
way, the gates to let water out of
the reservoir, two operating houses,

ing the gates, and various other fix-
fures.

projects in Arkansas. This is the
Nimrod dam and reservoir, on the
Fourche La Fave rvier in Perry

county, at a point some 60 miles |

upstream from where the Fourche
spills into the Arkansas river.

State Highway No. 7 crosses the
Fourche about a half mile below the
dam site.

A crew of laborers is clearing
land on the location, grubbing out!
stumps, putting up buildings need-

ed exacavating for the 97-feet-high
and 986-feet long wall of concrete,
which will swell the Fourche back
of ‘it into  lake that will glisten
the eye of any outdoor fan.
Contracts for the entire construe-
tion work on the Nimrod dam were
let the latter part of of March, to
two firms, for a total of $1,100,000.
The government is to furnish the
cement, and will also design and buy
gate machinery for the dams, the

hoisting machinery, the penstocks, |

and some other items,

A bridge over the 198-foot spill-
way will provide a roadway 22 feet
| wide crossing the Fourche valley.

The total cost of the job, includ-
ing about $650,000 for land, is fig-
ured at around four million dollars.
Land purchases involve some 300
tracts, adding up to about 27,000
| acres. Options have been taken on

| probably one-fourth of the acreage.

Back of the dam will be a per-
manent lake of 3,600 acres, which
will expand to over 18000 acres
when and if the lake is filled. The
length of this reservoir will be
around 25 miles, with an average
width of a little over a mile.

The dam is desigred for an ulti-
mate storage of 27,000 acres of wa-
ter, which would back the lake up
the valley 28 miles. But that is in
the future, for the time when the
dam is finished off for generating
hydro-electric power.

To Meet All Demands.

Nimrod dam is designed to take
care of the greatest flood ever re-
i corded for the Fourche La Fave, and
the army engineers say it will give
flood protection for a distance of
60 miles below the structure,

Penstocks are conduit arrange-

ments for letting water out over|

turbine wheels, to develop hydro-.
electric power. Two of these will be

‘installed in the dam. together with |

other facilities for future generation |
of electric current. For the presept.'
the penstocks will be sealed w:th{
concrete. H

But it is expected that some time,
and possibly before a great while, |
hydro-electric equipment will be

added to the Nimrod dam, and then|

It cannot, of course, take care of |
into the |

water which backs ~ up
| Fourche from an overflow of the
| Arkansas.

| But that’s where the whole broad
| scattering of dams throughout the
| Arkansas river system is expected
| to get in its flood preventive ef-
| fects. About 20 dams are planned
| at various points on the system, and
| when provided, the belief is that
| they will tame the Arkansas at its
rip-roaring worst down to a size the

Mark Twain ought to be alive, to the idle and often injurious Fourche ! levees can hold.

exult, as he surely would, ‘in that
huge, audacious program. |

- Mark was a pilot on the Mississip-!
pi, and he wrote, you may recall,|
&t;the government engineers could
never control that wild, lawless tide,
of they had all the treasures of the
earth at their backs.

Mark under-estimated the army
engineers. They're an extremely re-
sourseful and unlickable outfit.
They've gone far in curbing the fu-|
rious onslaughts of the Mississippl, |
and in making it once more a tract-
able beast of burden to float boat-
loads of goods to market.

"~ To Carry Fight Farther.

' Now the army engineers propose
to carry the fight farther, and with
impounding reservoirs, shut off the
reinforcement of swollen {tributary
streams that may enable the Missis-
sippi, the Arkansas, the White and
our other main : rivers to batter
s . restraining levees. ;
de? the same %ime, the resesvoirs
on the tributaries are expected to'
make those offen  rampageous
streas safe to live with. 3

M Twain would have gloried
in a venture of such scope and dar-
ing. It would be pleasanter to read
what he would have said

an to , wigh §

about it|

will be converted to a useful career

of lighting homes, toasting bread:
and spinning factory wheels. !
Future Need of Current. !

Informed men estimate that with- |
in the next 25 years, and perhaps |
sooner. Arkansas will need all the |
electric current that can be gzen-|
erated from its rivers. That's a!
checying opinion on the state’s out- |
look, from experts who have studied !
the situation, and are cautious in|
their opinions.

Work started on the Nimrod proj- |
ect Aopril 25, in a small way. A
ground-breaking ceremony and cel- |
ebration is set for Mav 16, after
which the job is scheduled to be
stepped up. When it hits full stride.
a force of several hundred men will
be employed by the two contractors,
it is estimated. v

The amount of employment will
depend on how fast the contractors
push the work along. an ‘engineer
said. They have 700 days in which
to finish the job, but its completion
is predicted sooner. -

Don’t get the idea that the dam
will be just a simple concrete wall,
with some holes to let the water
through. It's designed on a;pretty

That array of dams would also
aid in making the Arkansas navi-
gable for boats, it is pointed out. As
one engineer explained the matter,
the dams would reduce the floods
| which cut out and destroy the river
channel, and would provide water
to be let into the Arkansas from the
reservoirs when the flow = reduced
' by dry weather.

The same benefits to navigation
are seen from the dams projected
' for the White river system.

A few critics of the reservoir plan

| have argued that the rise and fall

of the water in them would leave
baked and cracked mud flats around
the edges, making them unsightly
and spoiling them for recreational
purposes.

But that won’t happen, according
to an army engineer. He said that
the water in the reservoirs usually
will be raised only a few feet by a
freshet, and the rise will run out
in a short time, not remaining long
enough to kill vegetation and create

mud. o

Other Dams.
Other dams on the river systems
of Arkansas and its neighbor states
will follow in a "iggneral way {he
‘plan of the ,}ghnm

labora
Two

dam. Some may

the machinery for opening and clos- |

Army Engineers’ drawing of Nimrod dam on Fourche La Fave river, now under construction.
dam will be one of about 20 planned for gloed control on the Arkansas river system. A similar program
is contemplated for other river systems crossing the state.

! :rqstt enterprise in the Arkansas dis-
1ctl:

Besides the Nimrod dam on the|
Fourche La Fave, construction mon-
ey has been allotted for these fur-!
ther jobs, to the amounts given. |

For the Blue Mountain dam and
reservoir, across the Petit Jean riv-
er, four miles southeast of the vil-
lage of Blue Mountain, in Yell coun-
ty. $922,000.

For the Norfork dam and reser-
voir, on the North Fork river, a trib-
utary of the White, near Mountain
! Home, in Baxter county, $404,000.

For the Clearwater dam and reser-

voir, across the Black river, in
southeast Missouri, $727,000.

Then money has been allotted for|
| detailed surveys and project reports!
ton four other contempiated dams!
and reservors, as follows:

_Greer’s Ferry, on the Little Red|
river, a tributary of the’ White, at/

Heber Springs, $80,000; !

Lone Rock, on the Buffalo river,
a tributary of the White, in Searcy|
and Marion counties, $102,000;

_Bell Foley, on the Strawberry
river, a tributary of the Black, east
of Evening Shade, $68,000;

Water Valley, in Eleven Point
river, a tributary of the Black, above
Pocahontas, $59,000. :

On the Blue Mountain job, labor
hired by the government. has been
exploring for a dam foundation and
quarry site, and putting up office
buildings. Bids for launching the
construction are to be opened at the
Little Rock office of the army en-
gineers, May 28.

The Blue Mountain dam is to be
of earth, with a maximum height
of 115 feet, and a length of 2,700 feet
on top. It will form a lake of 11,000
acres when full, but most of the wa-
ter will be released as quickly as
| possible without overflowing the riv-
|er below the dam.

Norfork Project.

The Norfork project is still in the
project stage. Engineers are search-
ing for the best site, and doing some
other preliminary work. Blue prints
are not expected to be finished in
detail until some time in the fall—
lan important reason being that it
isn’t known yet whether the dam
will be only for flood control, or|
will also provide for hydro-electric |
power.

That question is now before Con-
gress, where Representative Clyde
Ellis is striving to get power fea-
tures made a part of the dam. This
requirement has been incoroprated
in an omnibus flood bill, together
with authorizing of an additional
appropriation for the Bell Foley !
dam, on the Strawberry river, in|
Representative Wilbur Mill’s district.

But if the bill becomes law. the |
money will still have to be voted by |
Congress. So the outlook for this)|
1r:n_easure seems to be highly uncer-i
ain,

The Clearwater dam and reservoir,
while in Misouri, 43 miles north of
the Arkansas line, is expected to ex-
tend flood-control benefits down the

Black river into Arkansas.
A Wct for this dam

This

How rapidly the far-flung system
of dams on the rivers coursing
through Arkansas are built, depends
on how fast Congress provides the
money., :

Meanwhile the army engineers in
the Little Rock office are following
up several years of work on the
whole undertaking with detailed
studies.

A whale of a lot of head-work
and exploring of the location goes
into one of these dams. As an en-
gineer expressed it, “The dam is
built a hundred times before a
spoonful of earth is moved.”

First, the ground is mapped by
aerial methods. ;

Then, from the map, 15 or 20 pos-
ble sites for a dam are selected.
Field surveys reduce this number

! to perhaps a half dozen, which are

“cored,” by driling deep into the
rock, to find a satisfactory foun-
ation.

After the best place is found,
the engineers go into the question
of what material for ‘construction,
and what type of construction, will
answer the purpose most fully and
economically.

Out of all that work comes the
approved design—the blue prints
for the builder who bids lowest.

It is a pleasant subjet to think
about. When this war against Gen-
eral Flood and his destructiveness is
won, Arkansas will have made a
}gng stride toward solid prosper-
ity.

For, with farming in the bottom
lands safe from river-inroads, we can
build there, on our richest soil, in
assurance, the diversified, livestock
agriculture that is now hampered by
flood hazards. That will mean much
to the progress and well-being of
the entire state. :

Survey Begun for Dam North
Of Walgron.

Special to the Gazette.

Waldron, May 15.—Work was be-
gun yesterday on the survey of a
proposed dam on Square Rock creek,
five miles north of Waldron on U. S.
Highway 71, to furnish water for Wal-
dron. Arrangements were made by
the City Council with L. B. Bryant,
Fort Smith, and E. W, Gilliam, Wal-
dron, to make the survey and pte-
pare data for submission to the WPA.
The dam would provide 1,250-acre
feet of water which would cover 100
acres at a depth of 12 feet, Mr. Gil-
liam said.

. gineer,

Discussed
- 3-19=-40 GAZRTTE

Objectives and methods involved in
the investigation of water flow prob-
‘lems of the Southwest Mississippi
| basin which is, being conducted by
[the U. S. Department of Agriculture
| were' discussed at a meeting of rep-
| resentatives of state and federal
|agencies held yesterday at the Albert
| Pike hotel. g Sy Ly
. The study is a part or an extensive .
program of water conservation, drain-
rage and flood control which is
‘carried out by state and federal -
‘cies in co-operation with the hfg,“ n-
al Resources Planning Board. Earl
O. Mills-of St. Louis, councilor of the
board, was chairman at yeste
meeting. 1 A e ¢

Federal and state officials from .
kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas,
Colorado, Oklahoma, Louisiana, T
and Washington, D. C., attended
session. Their discussion dealt w:
investigational projects now under
way; no construction projects were
‘reviewed. A study of the upper S
| Francis river basin recently was com-
| pleted, and organization work for a
I study of the north fork of the Wh
lriver is under way. b

A survey of the program prepared
by soil conservation and flood control
agencies was discussed in detail.

Many Agencies Represented,

Attending the meefing were: 4

Francis R. Kenney, executive offi-
{cer of - the  Mississippi !»;gkmtut'J

| Areas Study, Department of Agricul- |
| ture, Washington. MR
C. Morrison Stephens, Division of
Water Resources, state of ,Okhhemi."]
Oklahoma City. oL e
H. J. Darcey, state engiheer,oﬂu-‘;
homa City. - L T i
Robert H. Dott, state geologist, Ok~ |
lahoma, City. 1 i
Dr. George C. Branner, state geolog- |
ist, Little Rock. i R
Dean W. Blackburn, senior agricul-
tural economist, Land Use Program,
Vicksburg, Miss. S Et B
C. 8. Christian, engineer state Flood '
| Control Commission, Little Rock.,
| Julius T. Wenzel, in charge of in-
| terdepartmental co-ordination, 'Office
of Land Use Program, Washington.
William - Anderson, Missouri State
Planning Board, Jefferson City.
F. L. McDonald, . rkansas Board of
Health, Little Rock.
J. L. Saunders, U. S. Geological
Survey, Fort Smith. i ;4
Jesse H. Zabriske, Soil Conserva--
tion Service, Fort Worth. = =
. John M. Henderson, Ba‘ybu'?‘lhﬁo«1
District, DeWitt. 3 i S
Ernest Boyce, Kansas State Board
of Health, Lawrence, Kan. e
Ogden S. Jones, Kansas State Board
of Health, Lawrence, Kan. o
Phil H. Bryan, Forest Service, U, S.
Dﬁpartment of Agriculture; Russell-
ville, - o e
C. F. Olsen, Southern Forestry Ex-
periment Station, New Orleans.
Donald F. Wolbrink, - National Park
Service, Omaha." ; g
| A, C. Monahan, in charge of In-
'dian ‘Affairs in Kansas, Texas and
Oklahoma,  Oklahoma City. L2
' John L. Mutz, associate engin:
Indian Service, Oklahoma City.
Curtis A. Allin, U. 8. Home Man-~
|agement Agent of Biological Survey,
| Jefferson City. ; B
, E. A, Mayes, Missouri Conservation
| Commission, Jefferson Gity. 2
W. H. Hamilton, Federal Power
‘Commission, Denver, Col. s
| €. J. Wilhelm, U. S. Bureau ¢
- Mines, Bartlesville, Okla. R SRS
H. N. Smith, chief of Project Plans
Division, Soil Conservation Service
Fort Worth. i,
Howard Matson, chief regional en-
Soil Conservation Service,
‘Fort Worth. e e ’s,"‘ S e "_‘ 4
Nathanie' “X."" = %,“{. S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, Washin, ;",{d
James W. ' Browning, agricult
economist, Little Rock. B
Print Hudson, U. S. Depariment
Agriculture, Little Rock. A
| W. W. Horner, Water Conservation
| Division, National Resources Plannins
|Board, St. Louis. ity
¢ J. W. Tarrant, regional officer Na-
(tional Resources Planning Board,
iDallas. R
- Harry A. Montgomery, U. 8. Engi-
neers, Tulsa. ; 2t
- W. W. Wanamaker, U. S, Engineers
Little Rock. A i
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By CLOVIS COPELAND.
(Staff Correspondent of the Gazette.)
Nimrod, May 16.—Construction work

on Nlmmg, dam, the first step in a

to conserve water resources of
nd reduce or eliminate ef-
loods started today as several
yersons participated in a cele-
‘the event. :
minary work, including core
foundaticn explorations and
g of the land, have been com-
. Excavation work has been
)

m site is located four miles
imrod and seven miles south
~ the intersection of U, S.
0 and State Highway 7, in
hita mountains. It is approxi-

v
_included Gov. Carl E.
illiamson, Monticello lawyer

ber -of the state Flood Con-

nd of the Southwest Val-

ociat R. E. Overman of
Rock, chairman of the state
trol Commission and of the
‘Valleys Association;” Col.
eybold, engineer for the
tern Division, United States
nd Lieut. Col. Stanley L.
! - for the Little Rock dis-
‘who will have direct charge of

Colonel Scott
84 About Diny.

a flood control structure.
converted inte a dual pur-
‘reservoir, Lieutenant Scott said.
district engineer explained that
will be approximately 1,000
g across the crest and about
bove the stream bed. A spill-
ill be located about the middle
dam. Conduits will discharge
- flow under normal condi-
‘Penstocks will be installed for
ower deyelopment.
the power possibilities of the
are developed, the reservoir
‘congervation or perma-
1 with a capacity of 30,000
s coverlng 3,600 acres. Flood
capacity of the unit will be
acre-feet
tion of gates along the spill-
ction of a powerrl%ouse and
of power machinery are all
be mecessary to develop the
ctric possibilities, the engineer

'Ppurche LaFave river, across
he dam will be constructed, is
imately 160 miles long and has
area of 1,110 square miles.
from the 680 square miles
from Nimrod dam  will e

m more than 60 per cent of
re drainage area of the

on of the dam will- provide
(fegx'ee of flood protection from
ater flows to approximately 35,-
cres in the Fourche LaFave bot-
I,t will prevent direct flood
u, enhance value of the land pro-
d, and improve living conditions
ally throughout the lower valley,
pointed out.
tion of the reservoir will re-
ﬂoods to within channel ca-
betwesn the dam and the
of South Fourche LaFave
Lieute. « - *"7rl Scott said
e most moderate floods can
IIGd before the mouth of
Fourche, “I cannot state that
e protectmn from major floods
yrided

‘April, 1927, the period of
from the asmouth of South
to the Arkansas river would
uced from seven to two

eration during more recent floods
Y 1935, and February, 1938,
‘have shortened flood periods
“three days to less than one day

‘b flood. Magimum flow in all
‘would have been 30 to 50
maller th;n the actual ex-
~flow, he lained. This

the showed,

pﬁm&nemiwn of

oir was authorized by'

xpiamed that if the reservoir |
'n in operation during the great

ive paqsecl ly minor dam- Effort Recalled.

‘| state highway director.

Colonel Reybold said the start of
construction represented the launch-

ing of a “most important step to Ar-.

kansas.” The dam and reservoir may
ke completed by May 1, 1942. He
praised work of interested Arkansas
'residents who aided in obtaining ap-
propriations for the vast flood control
program, which may represent an ex-
penditure of $26,000,000 when com-
pleted.

Up to the People,
Says Governor Bailey.
Governor Bailey said it was the

duty of officials to educate the resi-

was used to finance the first cam-
paign for flood control in Arkansas.

Mr. Williamson called water the
most constructive force on earth, but
at times, the most destructive.

G. B. Colvin, lawyer and Perry
county chairman of the Southwest
Valleys unit, gave the address of wel-
come. Members of the Flood Control
Commission were introduced.

N imrod Dam
Will Benefit

dents on all proposals and then let |

them decide whether they want the
improvements or innovations, He said
the state had complied with all re-

quirements of the federal governmentl
necessary to take advantage of govern-|

ment offers for aid in new Dprojects,

Congressman Terry
Recalls His Efforts.

Congressman Terry said that he
first spoke of possibility of flood con-
trol for the Fourche LaFave river
section in his campaign for Congress
in 1933. He said that work on the
Blue Mountain dam and reservoir on
Petit Jean river, another tributary of
the Arkansas, probably will start in a
month.

' Start of Orgahized

FEETE

Mr. McClure tol

| without exerting undue pressure on the

60-Mile Area
5

-19-40

, The Nimrod dam on the Fourche
LaFave river in Perry county will al-
leviate flood dangers approximately
150 river miles below the dam site and
improve fertility of the soil immeas-
ureably, Capt. Lee Washbourn, execu-
tive officer of Little Rock District U.
S. Engineers, told members of the

Little Rock Engineers Club at the
| Freiderica hotel yesterday.
| Land valued at approximately $650,-
000 will be innundated by the reser-
| voir, and some 900 landowners will
|be effected, he said. The dam, au-
thorized under the 1938 flood control |
;act is one of several to be constructed |
in Arkansas within the next few years. I
Approximately 305,000 acre feet of
water can be stored in the reservoir

tructure, Capt. Washburn said.
Eight and one-half inches of rain-|

|fall would bring the reservoir to the | date

1305,000-acre-foot
1 pacity is 355.000 mteet. During the

'

-{and 20 teet wide, will be

§ l Special to the Gazette.

orthfork Dam Trenching Bids
To Be Received Today.

Mountain Home, May 265— 1ds for
the rental of trenching equipment
to be used on the Northfork dam site,
on the Northfork river 10 miles from
here, will be received tomorrow and
the actual trenching work is expected
to start about June 15, officials of
the TUnited States Engineers office
here have announced.

Trenches 800 to 900 feet long will
be dug to bed rock along the axis
line at the dam site to gather more
information for design purposes.

"The design drilling under way at
the site for the past several months
is expected to take about two months
longer to complete. ‘

Hydro-Electrie

Project Studied
DEMOCR =14=40

The State Flood Control Commise

cuss the development of the Little
Missouri -river hydro-electric proj-
ect near Murfreesboro, U. S. Army
Engineers yesterday recommended
construction of a flood control dam

The picture shows the site of Nimrod dam on the Fourche LaFave river in Perry county, near Ola.
This picture was taken from the top of the foundation test pit on the north side, looking south. The
river, at the bottom of the deep ravine shown in the picture, cannot be seen.

ette Staff Photos.

This shows a group of engineers, members of the Flood Control Commission ;r?dnothers looking over
the dam site of Nimrod dam and reservoir project yesterday. They are, left to right: J. M. Sanders
of Ola, State Senator Luke Arnett of Paris, G. B. Colvin of Perry, W. C. McClure of Camden, Lamar
Williamson of Monticello, Chancellor J. E. Chambers of Danville, former Mayor R. E. Overman of Little
Rock, Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott of the Little Rock District, U. 8. Engineers; Col. Eugene Reybold of
the Southwestern Division, John P. Morrow of Bates ville, Congressman D. D. Terry, Maj. T. F. Kern of
the engineers, Charles $. Christian, chief engmeex for the Flood Control Commission, and W. W. Mitchell,

1927 flood which caused considerable
damage in the area, eight and one half

inches of rainfall was recorded, he.

said.
77-Mile Shoreline.

At a norinal stage, the shoreline
would -be 77 miles.
would be approximately 124 miles. The
dam could easliy be changed to serve
a2 dual purpose. Penstocks suitable
for installation of power units will be
provided, and the base of the dam is
thick enough for installation of power
equipment should it become practical.
Electrical power is not needed in the
area at the present time and would
bring a poor return on the invest-
ment, ke said.

Highway No. 7 is only a few hun-
dred yards from the dam site, and
a3 road is being built which will cross
the dam and connect with the high-
way, he said -

Government Takes 251 Acres
In Reservoir Area.

Possession “of 3“tres In the
Danville district of Yell county was
granted the United States by Federal
Judge Trimble yesterday, in a con-
demnation suit brought against the
land, Roy J. Scott, and other owners,
in connection with starting the $5,000,-
. 000 Blue Mountain flood control proj=
ect on the Petit Jean river. Addition-
al condemnations are expected.

A certificate of funds available was
| filed by Col. S. L. Scott, Little Rock
district engineer.

Bids on the construction of an out-
let conduit to be tunneled through the
right abutment of the future reservoir
will be opened May 28. The tunnel,
which will be circular, 1,019 feet long
one and
; To.

At high stage it|

there to store 410,000-acre feet of
water,

‘Work on Blue

‘Mountain
Damto Begin

GAZETIE 6=22-40

Work on Blue Mountain dam and
reservoir on Petit Jean river 45 miles

| way today, Capt. D. W. Griffiths, in
charge of the Operations Section of,
the Little Rock District, U. 8. Engi-
neers, announced Yyesterday.

Blue Mountain will be operated as

a flood control reserveir and will be
a unit in the flood .control reservoir
system on the tributaries of the Ar-
kansas river.
the dam site is about 500 square miles.

| Details of Dam.

|

The dam will be a rolled-fill earth !

embankment. It will have a crest
| length of approximately 2,700 feet, a
maximum height of 115 feet above the
stream’s bed and a maximum base of
width of approximately 600 feet.

Outlet works for releasing im-
| pounded waters from the reservoir will
| consist of a conduit through the right
labutment with intake structure and
| control tower at the inlet end. Water
| will be discharged on the south into
' the valley of a creek which empties
| into the Petit Jean a short distance
| below the dam.

The spillway will be in a natural
low saddle in the left abutment about
1,100 feet downstream from the dam
axis. Engineers say that water will
discharge over the spillway only in
case of a great flood or sequence of
floods.

The reservoir will have a total stor-
age capacity of 258,000 acre-feet at
spillway crest level.
servation pool will contain 25,000 acre-
feet.

Storage space for flood control will
be used only in times of flood, and
sfored water will be released as soon

banks below the dam.

The project is scheduled to be com-
pleted in three years at a cost of ap-
proximately $5,000,000.

Rigs to Be Moved.

Core drilling rigs which have been
engaged in foundation exploration
work at Blue Mountain will be trans-

ferred to the Clearwater Dam and

Reservoir project, near Piedmont, Mo.,
for use in ecore-drilling tests in the
spillways.

Two drill rigs will be removed from
service today.

John Kerns of the Kerns Construc-
tion Company, contractor on the dam,
will confer with Lieut. Col. Stanley L.
Scott, district engineer, in the Little
Rock District Office Monday,

Petit Jean
Dam Will Be
BegunJuly 10

GAZETTE _6-25-40

_Construction of the outlet works of
the Blue Mountain dam and reservoir
project on Petti Jean river in Yell and
Logan counties will start July 10, it
was decided at a conference between
officers, of the Little Rick District,
U. S. Engineers and the Kern Con-

&)

 struction Co., of Oml.ln. Neb., con-

tractors.

=4

sion met at the capitol today to dis- |

southeast of Fort Smith, between |
Booneville and Danville will get under |

The drainage area above |

A permanent con- |

as possible without overflowing river[

Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott, district
engineer; Capt. D. W. Griffiths, oper-
‘ations officer, and Harrison B. Pit-
man, principal civilin engineer, repre-
sented the Little Rock District office.
John Kern and J. N. Ball represented
‘the contractors.
| Outlet works for releasing impound-
led waters from the reservoir, will con-
sist of a conduit through the right
abutment, with intake structure and a
control tower at the inlet and stilling
basin at the outlet.

The tunnel will be 20 feet in inside |
diameter and 1,019 feet long. Cost of |
the work will be approximately $800,-
000, and is scheduled to be completed
by September 1, 1940. The dam will be
located in the western edge of Yell
county. Part of the reservoir will be
in Logan county.

Flood Control Job
'Goes t  Memp

| & 'L
em; 1s, Tenn., June 26 (4
Associated General Contrac
Control Division, reported to
their $5,158,157.50 bid was the
two bids to build the Arkabu
control dam 20 miles south o
north Mississippi.
Three companies composing th
are H. N. Rodgers & Son Co.
phis, Forcum-James Com
Memphis and Dyersburg, Tenn.
Pioneer Contracting
 Dyersburg.
| 'Bids were opened yesterday
t ed States engineers at Vi :
| The dam will be on the
river. It will be of earth,
; feet long with an average h
| feet above the valley floor.
| top it will be 40 feet wide.
‘ voir will be in Pate and DeS
'ties. The contract will call for
| pletion in 800 days.

Funds for

Allotments
control expemh

day by Lieut. Co
district engineer.
were received from the
the Chief of Engi
ton and are for
ginning July 1

The funds allutm;l
are for continue
two dams, for ¢
and beginning
third and for other
nations and survey

“Work has been
Nimrod dam on Four
er; in Perry coun:
let works of the C.lf
Black river, north
Bluff, Mo., while'a. 4
let for begmning coustr
outlet works of the Blu
dam, on Petit Jean
county.

The allotments follow
ued construction of the
1$1,500,000; for continued
| of the Clearwater dam, sﬂ
completion of desig
of construction of the;NT 0
on North Fork of White

Baxter county, $1,450,
.‘of ‘selected rese

| river basin, $250,000, :
inary. oo:xaminatmns

works probably will be

Conservation

District Has
1; Aided Farmer

—6=30-40

Special to the Gazette.

Pocahontas, June 29. — The phe-
nomenal success of the Tri-River Seil
Conservation District of Pocahontas
is attributed to the work done by
rural community leaders and co-opera-
| tion of the farmers of the district, it
was said by Dr. F. W. Cox of Poca-
| hontas, chairman of the Board of
| Supervisors.

| The fact that farmers ean organize
{hemselves for the mutual benefit of
all is being demonstrated successfully.
in the district. In only two years the
‘number of co-operators has grown
from a mere handful to more than
800 farmers owning 200,000 acres of
-lﬁgl land in 1-'\’,a.ndolphh and western
Lawrence counties. The farmers of
' this section formed the district by



an overwhelming majority vote of the
landowners, and elected as their first
officers Dr, Cox, J. F. Sloan of Black

Rock, J. B. Weaver of Maynard, R, S, 1as been filed with the War Depart-

~in Conway county, a tributary to the Apprais
Arkansas river above Cadron creek,

' POWER PROJECTS

velopments, I believe that provi-
sion should be made for the total
installation of 140,000 kilowatts at
Table Rock and 190,000 kilowatts

Rainwater of Imboden and J. D. Wells
of Eleven Point.
Various Agencies Assist,

The district was formed under Act
197 of the 1937 General Assembly, and
was empowered to enter into contracts
with the state and federal agencies for
assistance in carrying out a program
of erosion control and better land use
on the 2,000 farms comprising 365,-
000 acres in the district.

Agencies aiding the district are the
United States Soil Conservation Serv-
ice, the Civilian Conservation Corps

ment by Col. E. Reybold, division en-
gineer of the Corps of Engineers.

‘Recommendation for construction of

2 cut-off and for clearing of the
channel in the lower reaches of the
stream was made, provided local in-
terests will furnish right-of-way, guar-
antee that the government be free of
damages incident to construction, pay
for construction of a bridge on the

former right-of-way on U. S. High- |,

| way No: 64 and maintain and operate
the project after completion.

Limitation of improvement work to

and the state Extension Service. All partial improvement is due to the

have contributed valuable services in |
becgni;%lo plai)nr;intgﬁ ta;meg educe;tior;“ unequal balance between cost of com-
an r, bu e development o ;
Bty Menning along with group plete flood cont.rol protection .and the
action by farmers is placing the work A Probable benefits to be derived by
' on a much higher level in this district = 2gricultural interests from that im-
than is reached in most places, it was | Provement, the report said.

pointed out. | N orthfo rk

The work of directing farm com-
Dam Trench

‘Mountain Home, Aug. 8.—A crew
of 10 men has set up o -
and will ‘appraise property to be
bought by the government in con-
_nection with building of the North-
ork . The land appraisals
are expected to require about a
year. : .
ruction will be started soon
o‘;r:tof!ice building and garage
at the site for United States en-
_gineers working on the project.

White River
Development

Approved
Bx8xx¥ _8-17-40

Washingtvon, Aug. 16 (P).—Repre-
sentative Ellis (Dem., Ark.) dis-
closed today that President Roose-

on

_Arkansas. He said the report prob-

or Tuesday.

Ellis was permitted to review the
report only confidentially, he said,
and he declined to discuss its con-
tents. He said “I am very happy
about the recommendations it con-

munity meetings and discussing with

the farmers the needs of their farms

is being done by the local rural leader

of the community, thereby freeing the

district technicians for the work of

planning and directing the soil and

moisture conservation work on the .

urlgf';ners meet in each community N early Ready

and plan the work to be done on the

farms in that center, and in many _ .

cases the farmers have traded work 7__&4_:.0_

using several teams and tractors on:

one farm, thereby obtaining mor¢ Spi}m to,:h.e FAEribe

CCC labor and getting the work done ountain Home, July 25. —

faster. Trenching work on the Northfork

; dam site, started several weeks

FlOOd Control ago, will be completed in about two
. weeks. The work will consist of

e about 600 feet of trench, 100 feet in

Plank S gh t width, which slopes to a center 10

D?r’noc =7 =40
Overman on Committee

to Present Plan to

Democrats.

R. E. Overman, chairman of the
Arkansas Flood Control Commission,
has been appointed a member of a
committee to appear before the res-
olutions committee at the Democrat-
ic national -convention in Chicago
July 15, to seek inclusion of a plat-
form plank advocating continued im-
provement of rivers and harbors.
The appointment was made by Con-
gressman Dewey Short of Missouri,
president of the National Rivers and
Harbors Congress.

Calling attention to the large
amount of work done in the Little
Rock engineer district under direc-
tion of Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott,
district engineer, Mr. Overman said
all interested persons must “keep
| eternally on the job” to obtain com-

pletion of the present flood control

program.

“There is no more important de-
velopment in Arkansas that can be
hoped for than its water resources
program. Work is under way on
three dains and reservoirs and much
other preliminary work is under way
by army engineers,” Mr. Overman
said.

“There is a migration of industry
to the Tennessee valley because of
development of its rivers together
with the desireito operate in the in-
terior of the country. National de-
fense means more than soldiers,
guns, airplanes and battleships. It
also means manpower and produc-
tion,” he said, adding that industry
will be located where it has the nee-

| essary facilities.
Proposed Plank.

The proposed plank, suggested by
the National Rivers and Harbors
Congress, follows:

“We advocate the continued im-
provement of the nation’s rivers and
harbors for national defense and
commerce, and the orderly develop-
ment and conservation of the na-|
tion’s soil and water resources for

| purposes of navigation, flood control
and flood prevention for the protec-
tion of human life and property, the
prevention of soil and shore erosion
and water pollution, reclamation, ir-
rigation, water power, reforestation
and increased recreational facilities,
believing that these permanent and|
| useful projects will contribute ma-
| terially to the progress and advance-
ment of the nation. We favor ade-
gquate annual appropriations to carry
; these improvements to completion to
| the end that agriculture and indus

try may enjoy their benefits at the
_earliest possible date.”

Point Remove !
Flood Control
Finds Favor

7-7-40

A ‘“partially favorable” report on
proposed flood control improvements
for Point Remove creek, lying mostly

I

|
i

feet wide in the bottom to solid
rock.

Other work includes sampling
and testing sand and gravel at
points adjacent to the site, from
which the material can be handled
economically when actual construc-
tion work begins. The crew now is
working a gravel bar at the mouth
of the river, 4 1-2 miles below the

| site.

A housing site of 10 acres is be-
ing staked out at Mountain Home.
The town will build a street to the
site and lay water lines. Construc-
tion of about 35 homes will start in
two or three weeks.

Buffalo River Sites Studied.

Work also is in progress on the
Lone Rock, or Buffalo river, proj-
ect. Geologists have selected a new
site on Buffalo river, known as
Site No. 2, and a drill was moved
there this week. Site No. 2 is about
six miles above the mouth of the
river, in Marion county. Final de-
cision on a site has not been made.

Surveys for a highway and a rail-
road leading from Norfolk, on the
White River division of the Mis-
souri Pacific to the Northfork dam
site have been completed, and it is
expected that work on both of
these projects will start within a

| few months.
- More than 100 men are at work
on the Northfork project.

Commuission

i
\

|
|

Proposes

Flood Plan
8-8-40

Construction of a proposed dam
for hydro-electric power purposes
on the Little Missouri river “Nar-
rows,” eight miles north of Mur-

‘freesboro, will be recommended to

congressmen and the National De-
fense Council by the Arkansas
Flood Control Commission through
C. S. Christian, commission engi-

neer, who will go to Washington |

the latter part of the week.
Obtaining power projects for de-

veloping the state’s mineral re-

sources will be the major part of

the commission’'s 1940-41 program,
Mr. Christian said. The Little Mis-
souri location is near Cinnabar and
Bauxite mines. Saline and Pulaski
county bauxite deposits provide 90
per cent of the aluminum produced
in the United States.

Mr. Christian said the chief: of
the army engineers has recom-
mended improvements in the Little
Missouri watershed to the secretary
of War.

Other objectives for the ensuing
vear, proposed by the commission
at Batesville Friday, include chan-
nel improvement on the Arkansas,
Ouachita, White and Little Mis-
souri rivers, and the start of navi-
gation on the Arkansas and White.

tains.”

The report deals specifically with
the proposed Bull Shoals and Table
Rock dam-reservoirs in Arkansas
and Missouri on the main stem of
the White. Ellis is an exponent of
public power development, and his
enthusiasm for the report indicated
| hydroelectric facilities were recom- |
mended for the dams. |

|

Surveys Said to Show Need Of
White River Development.

Army engineers have described
the White river in north Arkansas
and southern Missouri as equiva-
| lent in importance to the Tennessee
river at Muscle Shoals, Dr. George
C. Branner, state geologist, told a
meeting of the National Defense
Committee of the state Planning
Board yesterday. He quoted a re-
port as saying three power sur-
veys had shown that natural pop-
ulation increases and the industrial
development in the territory would
absorb the power capacity of 260,-
000 kilowatts at two proposed
dams.

He said Maj. W. W. Wanamaker,
assistant to the chief engineer of
the Southwestern division, United
States Army Corps of Engineers,
had told a meeting at Dallas re-
cently that proposed dams at Bull
Shoals, near Cotter, and Table
Rock in Missouri were the “key to
the development of the entire
| area.”

Power for Cinnabar Area.

R. J. Bemish, of Washington, en-
| gineer for the Rural Electrification
| Administration, said the REA was

considering the construction of a |

| 45-mile line into the cinnabar area
'in southwest Arkansas. He made
a trip to the area Thursday with
Thomas Fitzhugh, chairman of the
state Utilities Commission; H. K.
Thatcher, executive director of the
Agricultural and Iindustrial Com-
mission, and Dr. Branner.

He said he was “amazed at the
| undeveloped resources” in Arkan-
| sas and the South and the REA
would co-operate with the state in

| extending power facilities to un-
| developed areas.
The Executive Committee of the
| Planning Board will name a dele-
| gate to a Midwest Defense Confer-
| ence at Kansas City August 30 but
| Chairman James H. Penick said
| the state had no money to finance
| the trip.

ffices here’

at Bull Shoals,” General Schley

ON WHITE RIVER
RECOMMENDED

regulated powér plants would
produce an initial annual out-
put of 619,000,000 kilowatt

velt had approved a recommenda- f|oods, was recommended by the
tion by the War Department for, War Department to Congress
development of the White river in| yesterday.

ably would reach Congress Monday | Little Rock, acting division di- |

War Department In
Support of $79,-
000,000 Plan.
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A $79,000,000 development of
the White river basin, with dams
and reservoirs to produce vast

quantities of electric power and |
protect 28,000 square miles from |

Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott of |
rector of United States Army
Engineers, said the proposed dual

| dams would “be the hub around

|

|

which the future prosperity of
Arkansas” would turn.

R. E. Overman, chairman of
the state Flood Control Commis-
sion, said the projects would
mean ‘the emancipation of Ar-
kansas.”

The program would provide:
1. Construction of a 40,000-acre

Baxter county and a dam 223
feet high and 2,235 feet long
at Bull Shoals, 12 miles dis-
tant. It would have a total
power installation of 140,000
kilowatts, with an initial in-
stallation of 105,000 kilowatts.
The first cost would be $42,-
000,000.

Construction of a 30,000-acre
reservoir and a dam 206 feet
high and 4,600 feet long at
Table Rock, also on the White
river in southwestern Missouri.
Its total power installation
would be 120,000 kilowatts,
with an initial installation of
80,000 kilowatts. The cost
would be $37,000,000.

These projects would be in ad-
dition to six reservoirs already
authorized by Congress,
would be almost equal in flood
control capacity to all of the
other six combined.

Immediate Appropriation
For Work to Be Asked.

“Bull Shoals and Table Rock |

would be the key to the entire
development,” Colonel Scott said
when informed by the United
States army chief of engineers
that the report and recommenda-
tions had been submitted to
Congress.

The report was compiled by

- Colonel Scott in December, 1939.

Its approval by the division en-
gineers, the Board of Engineers
at Washington and the War De-
partment was followed by a per-
sonal conveyance of the docu-
ment to President Roosevelt and
the House by Congressman Clyde

| T. Ellis of Bentonville, who has

sponsored the project for years.

“This is the greatest thing that |

has happened to my part of the
country,” Congressman Ellis said
at Washington. “Of course, it is
just the beginning, but we have
had to go about this thing in a
practical way. We are at last on
the way.”

Congressman Ellis said he and
other members of the Arkansas

| delegation will urge the National

Defense Advisory Commission to
recommend immediate appropria-
tions to start work. Otherwise,
he pointed out, money to start
construction might not be avail-
able until the next Congress con-
venes.

Prime Power Output [

Of 344,000,000 Kilowatts. -
Major aspects of the proposal

are:

1. The government financed and

hours, of which 344,000,000
would be prime power. The
latter is power which can be
depended upon at all seasons.
. The huge reservoirs would
control flood waters from the
Ozark plateaus to the Missis-|
sippi river lowlands. The flood‘l
control capacity would be ||
equivalent to 8.4 inches of run- |
off from the basin, and suffi-|
cient - to have held nearly the |
entire flow of the White river |

at Bull Shoals during the 1927

flood.

Here is how the floods would
be controlled:

During major storms, tribu-
tary reservoirs would be operat-
ed so as not to increase the
peak flows from ‘unreservoired
areas. The Table Rock and Bull

|| senior member of the Corps of En-

wrote.

“In order to safeguard the inter-
ests of navigation and flood con-
trol, the dams and power facilities
should be constructed under direc-
tion of the secretary of war and un-,
der supervision of the chief en-
gineers, the power to be disposed
of under contracts approved by the
Federal Power Commission.

Millions Will Be
Needed for Projects.

The millions would be poured in-
to the projects as follows:

Dam and reservoir, Table Rock,
$24,400,000; Bull Shoals, $26,963,000.

Power house and equipment,
Table Rock, $6,700,000; Bull Shoals,
$6,650,000.

Power transmission -facilities,
Table Rock, $3,400,000; Bull Shoals,
$4,387,000.

Brig. Gen. Thomas M. Robins,

gineers, in a recommendation to
the chief of engineers estimated
that the value of power to be pro-
duced at the two plants would be
about $1,415,600 at Table Rock and
$1,403,400 at Bull Shoals. ;
“The best market for the power
is believed to be in Arkansas and
southwest Missouri,” he said,
“where estimates indicate that by
1950 the requirements will increase
from the present 753,000,000 Kkilo-
watt hours to 1,720,000,000 kilowatt |

Shoals dams would hold back
the flow from the main stem of
the upper White river until the
flood crest had passed Newport,

hours annually.

“The district -engineer believes
that by the time Bull Shoals could
be constructed, the market for the
power would develop; that severa.

or some other point on the lower years would elapse before the mar=
White. | ket would develop for power from
| both plants, but that both should

|
i
|
|
| |

reservoir at Wildcat Shoals in |

but

| Army Engineers’ Chief
Writes Endorsement.

After studying Colonel Scott’s
report, Maj. Gen. J. L. Schley,
chief of Army Engineers, en
dorsed the project in the name
of the Board of Engineers for

| Rivers and Harbors.

“The board concurs in general
|with the district and division en-
| gineers’ report,” he wrote. “The
| Wildcat Shoals reservoir, with a
| dam at Bull Shoals, and the Table |
| Rock reservoir will be of great |
benefit to farming and industry in |
the basin. Their construction IS;
| justified economically and should
be undertaken primarily for pro-
tection of fertile lands of the White
and Mississippi rivers from floods,
jand as a step toward the compre-
hensive development of water re-
sources of the White river basin.”

General Schley explained that
{the Arkansas dam site had been
'moved from Wildcat Shoals to Bull
! Shoals because of a better rock
foundation for the high dam.

“The board is of the opinion that
' Bull Shoals and Table Rock reser-
voirs and the six reservoirs author-
jzed by Congress in 1938, which in-
clude Lone Rock and Norfork (on
lthe Buffalo river and North Fork,
respectively), should all be con-
tained in the comprehensive plan,”
he said.

“The first consideration should
be given to provision of approxi-
mately 3,000,000-acre feet of flood |
storage. The greatest benefits at
Bull Shoals and Table Rock woud
be obtained by varying the storage
used for power and flood control

|
|
i
|

{1during the growth of power mar-

kets, and gradually replacing part
of the flood storage originally pro-
!vided at these sites by the develop-
.ment of other reservoirs included
in the plan.”
The board
'struction “for control of floods, the
' development of hydro-electric pow-
ler and for other beneficial uses.”

Approval Given by FPC
And Resources Board.

The Federal Power Commission
followed with its approval:

“Power that could be produced
could be absorbed by expanding
power markets of the region in a
reasonable period. Foth projects
are desirable and enonomically
! feasible.”
| The National Resources Planning
|Board added that the program 1s |
'*“highly meritorious.”

All of the investigating agencies
inferred their belief in -an early
expansion of industry in the White
river valley. They agreed that
power developed there could be
sold readily, although they said
the output of energy should be in-
creased by steps as the demand re-
quired.

The report said it was advisable
to construct and operate transmis-
sion lines, substations and other
facilities as necessary for the sale‘
of power, thus placing the White
river development upon a plane
similar in many respects to the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority.

“Having in mind the ultimate
operation of power plants in co-
ordination with the system of de-

recommended = con- |

be completed well in advance of
power market requirements.”

41 Arkansas Counties l
In Affected Watershed. By

White river rises in the Boston
mountains of Madison county and
flows northeasterly 215 miles to the
vicinity of Forsyth, Mo., then turns
southeasterly 505 miles and returns.
to Arkansas. It crosses the state
to join the Mississippi river 45
miles upstream from Arkansas
City.

Its watershed includes all or part
of 41 Arkansas counties and 21 in
Missouri. The affected population
is 2,400,000 persons, of whom 750,-
000 live in tne watershed. Most
residents engage in farming pro-:
ducing cotton, corn, hay, livestock,
vegetables and fruits. Its natural
resources include forest produets,
coal, manganese, glass sand, natur-
al gas, clay, tripoli, lead and zinec.

Destructive floods oceur fre-
quently. There have been 79, six
of them major, in the last 49 years
at Newport. In the basin are 1,262,-
000 acres subject to inundation.

The Army Engineers said the
fixed property valuation in the af-
fected area is $35,000,000, with an-
nual crop values of about $8300,-
000. In thy 1927 flood, it was point-
ed out, direct losses were placed
at $15,700,000, of which crop and
other farm losses were $12,400,000.

The direct flood losses for the
basin under present conditions
were estimated at $2,543,000 a year,
in addition to the loss of life and
adverse effect on health and so-
cial security of ‘the  inhabitants
“which can’t be evaluated.”

| Benefits in Flood

| Protection Explained.
The proposed new reservoirs

! were planned to proiect this great

| area. The flood storage space would
be sufficient to reduce the maxi-
mum flood peak of 220,000 second-
feet of water in 1927 at Bull Shoals |
to 108,900, the report said. The 1935
flood : peak of 155,000 second-feet
could be reduced to 10,000. 4

The effect at lock and dam No.
3, 20 miles above Batesville, it was
explained, would be a reduction of
10 feet in the maximum flood lev-
els.

Since the White river was termed
a major contributor to Mississippi
river floods, it was pointed out
that the White discharged 440,000
cubic feet of water per second at
the peak of the 1927 flood. That
quantity of water, it was said, is
equivalent to raising the Missis-
sippi's level five feet at Arkansas
City.
. Colonel Scott then estimated that
construction of the two reservoirs
| would result in the reduction of
' $579,500 in flood damages along the
| White river and of $1,200,000 along
{ the \ Mississippi river, or a total
{ saving of $1,779,500. i
| Summing up his recommenda-
tions, Colonel Scott showed that his.
estimate ot $2,819,000 placed on
the value of power production, and
$1,779,500 placed on the value of
flood control, would amount to $4,-

598,500. This value, he said, would



GoodWeather

Welcomed On
Dam Job

Special to the Gazette. 10""5 6"4:1

Booneville, Oct. 25. —  Rainy
weather, the bane of all outdoor
construction jobs, having played
havoc all summer with construc-
tion schedules, the contractors on
the Blue Mountain dam, located
four miles southeast of Blue
mountain, are taking advantage of
every bit of fair weather and are
working their crews day and night.

The dam, a part of the vast flood

control plans for the state, is being |

built by Hartford Accident and
Indemnity Company. Its workers
rare building a diversion tunnel
through the mountain, and intake
and outlet works for the tunnel
and stilling basin. Joe H. Weis,
formerly with the Denison (Tex.)
dam, is general superintendent.
‘The huge earthen dam and spill-
way, just north of the diversion
tunnel, is under contract to Myers,
Myers & Goen of Salem, Ind., with
L. B. Light of Salem as general
superintendent. i
The dam and outlet works is

of this equipment.
The spillway, also to be con-

will be onithe ner*h side of the
dam and will be excavated this
winter, with the concrete pouring
on the job scheduled for mnext
spring.

In order that a 24-hour produc-
tion schedule may be maintained,
lights are placed in the tunnel and
a system of flood lights makes
night work on the dam proper al-
most as light as day.

The Kerns Company now has 287
men on the tunnel job, and Myers,
Myers & Goen has 130 men on the
dam construction. The entire job
is estimated to cost $5,000,000 and
the time of construction three
years.

Operations Of
Grand River
Dam Attacked

Gazetge 11=5-41

Oklahoma’s Grand river dam pre-
sents an Arkansas river flood

| and equipment and machinery of |
~modern type and design. Fourteen D
Euclid trac-trucks, each moving 15 | b
yards of dirt at a time, are a part !

structed by the Myers company, ’
‘eonsist of drilling about 6,700 feet
of 2 1-8 inch holes, about 130 feet

located on Petit Jean river in Yell threat that is as serious as if the
county, just across the Logan coun- gam did not exist, Chairman R. E.

ty line, while most of the lake-

formed by the dam will be located Qyerman of the Arkansas Flood
in the Booneville district of this :
county. The huge structure is ~§r. Qverman attributed a eon-
about 37 miles from the Arkansas gijerable part of Arkansas’s pres-
river, of which the-Petit Jean is gnt flood trouble to the fact that
a tributary. The reservoir contem- g, QOklahoma state agency, rather
plated will function as a flood con- than the federal government, oper-
| trol pool by storing the excessive ates the Grand river dam. The
| flow of water from the upper Petit dam originally. was designed to
| Jean valley, and releasing it slow- have 960,000-acre feet of flood stor-
ly. In addition to the flood con- age. “The state agency, in its greed
I.trol feature, provisions have been confiscated

' made for one of the largest recre-
. ational lakes in this section, where

I fishing, boating and swimming will

be permitted.

Solid Rock Penetrated.
Driving a tunnel 25 feet in diam-

eter through a mountain that was |
almost solid rock for a distance of !
11,019 feet is one of the difficult |
i feats of the construction at the
~dam. In addition to the thousands

‘of yands of excavation necessary

for the tunnel, 1,100,000 of reinforc- -
ing steel had to be placed, and tied

in the circular tunnel, forms made
-of wood then placed, and thou-

sands of yards of concrete pumped
into the forms to complete the big |
job through the mountain.
material necessary will be 10,000
pounds of copper water stop, 2,700
pounds of corrosion steel water
stops, and 23,000 barrels of cement.

When Uncle Sam builds something, |
he wants it substantial. e

At the entrance: to the conduit
| tunnel three tractor type service
| gates, each eight feet wide by 17|
 feet high and weighing 17 tons, |
will be set. A fourth gate of the '
| same type will be set to act as an
emergency closure. At presént the
huge gates are being assembled for
placing as soon as work advances
| far enough. : x

The tunneling has been com-
pleted, most of the reinforcing steel
placed, and much of the lower sec-
‘tion of the concrete covering has
been poured. The remainder of the
concrete will be poured as fast as
possible. The concrete is mixed
outside the tunnel and is forced
through pipes to the place in the
tunnel, where the pouring is being
done in the forms. The gate hoists,
traveling crane, and standby power
unit, which are a part of the tun-
nel entrance machinery, will be
housed in an operating house some
distance above the dam and up-
stream side of the tunnel.

'Also a part of the Hartford con-
tract is the construction of the
outlet works and stilling basin at
the downstream side of the tunnel.
This stilling basin will have its
floor at an elevation of 353 feet and
training walls 27 feet high on both
sides. . Inside these walls 'will be
‘two rows of six-foot concrete baf-
fles and a three-foot end sill to
provide for ' dissipation of energy
and redistribution of the high ve-

for selling power,
three-fourths of the flood storage
pool above the power pool,” Mr.
Overman charged. :

The Southwest Valley Associa-
tion, of which he is director gen-
eral, will ask Congress to require
the Grand River Dam Authority to
acquire an additional “five feet.”
The height of the dam probab[y
is sufficient, but more acreage 1s
needed for right-of-way, so that the
reservoir level could be increased,
Mr. Overman said.

“Never trust a river until it is
under control of the army e
gineers,” the Arkansas chairma
said, The S. V. A. favors opera-
tion by United States Enginers
on 13 upstream reservoirs planned
for the Arkansas and tributaries.
Only three have been put to work
—Nimrod on Fourche la Fave river,
Perry and Yell counties; the Grand
river dam and Fort Supply in Ok-
lahoma.

Because of the defense program,
flood control may be delayed, Mr.
Overman said. Ten years might
elapse before the reservoir plan is
completely carried out.

At Governor Adkins’ request, the
Flood Control Commission em-
ployed Don McKenzie, former
Ozark lawyer, as aide for levee
work in Johnson county during the
emergency, Mr. Overman said.

Commission Will
Meet Here Friday.

The commission will meet here
at 11 a. m. Friday to make plans
for the United States Engineers’
hearing on the proposed Water
Valley dam, Eleven Point river, at
Pocahontas on December 10. J.
F. Sloan of Black Rock and Dr.
F. W. Cox of Pocahontas have been
invited by the commission.

Commission representatives may
attend the National Rivers and
Harbors Congress at Miami, Fla,
November 13-14. Ex-Congressman
W. J. Driver of Osceola is board
chairman. Mr. Overman is a di-
rector.

OpenBidsOn

Exploration

locity flow. An excavated outlet |
channel about 3,600 feet long will
lead from the stilling basin to the
main river channel about three-
| quarters of a mile downstream.
With the reservoir full, the outlet
works will be capable of discharg-
'ing 12,250 cubic feet of water per
laécond. : : sdn

x  Huge Machinery Used.

 for the di

It is estimated that 15 per cent

of the dirt moving—300,000 yards—
dam has been completed b

| Myers, Myers & fnlon

- earth i

| over

£

Work at Dam
 Gazette 11=6-41

Foundation exploration at the
|Bull Shoals dam site on the upper
White river will begin soon, Lt.
Col. T. F. Kern, Little Rock district
engineer, United States qun}tqﬁ(;’
said yesterday following
four the work.

have been completed.

‘Work will be started next week.
{1

Jtory, ‘ana it Congress sees

. to pro

. are awarded, an
completed within 60 days.
[he foundation exploration will

of 36-inch exploratory holes and
excavating 7,500 cubic yards of test
trenches.

Authorization for the work was
received by the Little Rock district
on instructions from the chief of
engineers to make a definite proj-
ect plan for the Bull Shoals dam
and the Table Rock dam, three

miles west of Branson, Mo. Both .

dams were authorized by Congress
in the 1941 Flood Control Act as
multiple-purpose projects for flood
control, "hydro-electric power, rec-

'reation and conservation.

The Bull Shoals dam site is in
Marion and Baxter counties, about
seven miles north of Cotter and
near the Amos community.

illing C
c@%:"t?m fin%?'ﬁosr&t on, or"‘

| core boring at the Bull Shoals dam
| site in Marion and Baxter counties

was let yesterday by the United
States Engineers to the Pennsyl-
vania Drilling Company of Pitts-
burgh, Lt. Col. T. F. Kern, district
engineer, announced yesterday. The
contract price’ was $24,825. Bids
for the project were.opened on No-
vember 5. Work will begin within

15 days from the date of issuance

of a work order, probably about De-
cember 1. !

Data on Proposed Blakely Dam
To Be Prepared.
Gazettei—l-f-ls-ll-l

Data on the proposed Blakely
mountain dam, northwest of Hot
Springs, will be prepared by a
committee of the State Planning

| Board tor submission at a punlic

hearing to be held by the Umnited
States Engineers in Hot Springs,
December 10.

The committee is composed of
heads of departments interested in
the project. They met yesterday in
the governor’s reception room. Gov-
ernor Adkins asked the committee
to prepare factual information on
the feasibility of construction of
the long-delayed dam.

J. J. Harrison, chairman of the

State Pl}ng@ng Boardi gggaldéi
Hearing on Proposed Dam Set
For December 12.

Special to the Gazette. 11‘18"‘41

Hot Springs, Nov. 17.—In order
not to conflict with a meeting in
Little Rock December 10, the meet-
ing .here of Arkansas residents
along the Ouachita river and United
States army engineers has been
postponed until December 12, Lt.
Col. 8. D. Sturgis Jr., announced
today.

The hearing will be held to de-
termine the advisability of under-
taking the construction of the dam
as a federal flood-control project.

Progress

Made On
Three Dams

PP LR o (2P
Special to the Gazette. 11-50‘41 !

Mountain Home, Nov. 29.—United
States engineers are at work on|
the Bull Shoals and Table Rock
multiple dam projects on White
river and on the James, a tribu-
tary of the White, near Galena, Mo
A large party of surveyors is also
at work above the Bull Shoals proj-
ect in Arkansas, compiling figures
for a comprehensive development
of the entire watershed of the up-
per river. The Bull Shoals dam proj-
ect is located %6 miles, by river,
above Cotter, Ark. The Table Rock
project is located about five miles
above Branson and Hollister, Mo.,
in Taney county.

Two core drills are now in opera-
tion, one at the Table Rock site
and the other on the James river
near Galena, Mo. These operations
are exploratory operations in test-
ing foundations. The site of the
Table Rock dam will not be de-
termined until found action tests

Office Built.

A large frame building has been
completed on the Clyde Bryant
farm, site of the Bull Shoals proj-
ect, which will be used as an of -
fice, and for the storage of drill
cores. A contract was let thig
month to the Pennsylvania Drilling
Company for core drilling the site.

the report on this drilling and
er engineering work is satisfac-

plans will be worked out.
|l ~ Congress has authorized the con-
struction of both Bull Shoals and

| Table Rock dams, but appropria-

tions have not been made for their
construction. They would protect
the lower White river from floods
and produce an enormous amount
of electricity. The Bull Shoals proj-
ect would produce 120,000 kilowatts
and the Table Rock project, 140,000
kilowatts, which is more than is
being produced in Arkansas today.
The Norfork dam, which is under
construction, will produce 120,000
kilowatts, or a total of 380,000 kilo-
watts for the three. If the dams on
Buffalo river and Eleven Point are
built, they would raise the total up
toward a half million kilowatts.
Work on the Norfork dam is pro-
ceeding on schedule, with 30,000
cubic yards of concrete poured.

10 DAMS WILL
PROVIDE STATE
FLOOD CONTROL

necessity for this dam, the final Supblement flood control uses of the

]larger concrete dam. The Mark-
- ham Ferry project would store 239,-
000 acre-feet of flood waters and
Fort Gibson 486,000 acre-feet, bring-
ing total flood storage of the Grand
river to 1,685,000 acre-feet. Both
would be earthen dams.

Other earthen dams planned by

the engineers and authorized by
Congress for construction in eastern
Oklahoma are the Hulah dam, an
| $8,840,000 project on the Caney river,
| a tributary of the Verdigris, with a
storage of 280,000 acre-feet; the
Oologah dam, an $8,345,000 project
on the Verdigris river with a ca-
pacity of 815,000 acre-feet; Mann-
ford dam, a $7,900,000 project on
the Cimarron river west of Tulsa,
with a c~pacity of 600,000 acre-feet;
Tenkiller Ferry dam, a $12,390,000
project on the Illinois.river, with a
capacity of 650,000 acre-feet, and

Wister dam, a $6,630,000 project on

of 430,000 acre-feet.
Blue Mountain and Nimrod dams

section, the Petit Jean and Fourche

well ‘'under way, and which 'is ex-
pected to cost $4,922,000, will have
a flood control capacity of 233,000
acre-feet. Nimrod dam, now nearly
complete and costing about $4,167,-
000, will store 305,000 acre-feet of|
potential flood waters. !

will help control waters on the only are in the reservoir area. :
two streams in Arkansas which are age area of the Eleven Point river
heavy contributors to floods in the about the dam is 1,008 square miles.

La Fave rivers, réspectively. Blue ¢ :
Mountain, construction of which is| $7,600,000, of which $1,644,000 would
be used to buy land, relocate roads,

Dams Will Reduce |
1Levels of Floods.

\ Although construction of the 10
dams will not work any miracles
and will neither prevent floods en-
| tirely nor necessarily reduce them
S B, P 1 T to levels which will not endanger
Gazette 11 S0=41 . land, engineers of the Little Rock
Largely by means of 10 dams in| pistrict Office point out that the
Arkansas and Oklahoma the Unit- : dams, if they are all constructed,
ed States Engineers hope to lessen | will reduce the necessity of build-
the number of floods on the lower | ing very high levees along the river.

Program to Cost
$80,000,000.

3

r

Arkansas river and prevent the re-
currence of disasters as large as
those of 1927 and 1941. The dams,
one of which is completed, two un-

der construction and the others au-|
thorized, will cost at least $80,000,-

000 to build but will in the long run
save' many times that many dol-
lars.

The 10 dams will be:

Pensacola dam on the Grand river
in Oklahoma, the only completed
project. : !

Markham Ferry and Fort Gibson

.dams on the same river, authoriz-

ed by Congress.

Hulah dam on the Caney river,
authorized.

Oologah dam on the Verdigris

‘river, authorized.

Mannford dam on the Cimarron
river, authorized.

Tenkiller Ferry dam on the Illi-
nois river, authorized.

Wister Mountain dam on the Po-
teau river, authorized.

Blue Mountain dam on the Petit
Jean river, now under construction.

Nimrod dam on Fourche La Fave
river, nearly completed.

Storms Result In
Lower Arkansas Floods.

Major floods on the lower Arkan-
sas like those of 1927 and 1941 orig-
inate from storms in eastern Okla-
homa and Kansas and western Ar-
kansas, the engineers say, and if
they can harness streams in this
area the threat of floods can be
materially lessened. Several other
dams are planned, being built or
are already completed on the upper

Arkansas, but none are as import-

ant to the lower Arkansas as the
10 listed.

The Grand river contributes prob-

ably more than any one tributary
of the Arkansas to floods here, the
engineers say. In 1927 it contribut-
ed nearly one-fourth of the flood
waters and this ye..r it contributed
a very large part in spite of the
existence of Pensacola dam. Too
much of the dam’s stored waters
are being used for power genera-
tion and not enough for flood stor-
age.

The Pensacola project was plan-
ned for 960,000 acre-feet of flood
control storage out of a total ca-
pacity of 2,100,000 acre-feet. It was
constructed through a loan and
grant of $20,000,000 by the Public
Works Administration to the Grand
River Dam Authority, which was
utilizing 1,580,000 acre-feet of its
storage, instead of the .planned 1,-
140,000 acre-feet, for power genera-
tion. The dam was recently taken
over by the federal government and
will probably now be used rightly
as a flood control project.

Earthen Dams Will
Supplement Others.

.Markham Ferry and Fort Gibson
dams have been authorized for con-

‘struction on the lower Grand to

| They will thereby save millions of
dollars in levee costs.

There remains a need for addi-
tional levees along the river, though,
and many of them would be in ex- |
istence now excep. for the failure |
of local interests to co-operate in!
providing a small part of the cost
of building them, ILevees at Little |
Rock; west of Morrilton, near Dar- |
danelle and on Spadra creek nearl
Clarksville have been authorized by
Congress but hearings have indi-
cated an unwillingness on the part
of local interests to bear an ex-
pense—usually consisting in provid-
@ng a right-of-way—for their build-

| ing.

Two other levees in Arkansas
were authorized by Congress this
year and the engineers believe local
interests will co-operate when pub-
lic hearings are held. They are le-
vees along the south bank of the
Arkansas from Little Rock to Pine
Bluff and in Crawford County Le-

vee fDistrict on the north side.

180 Miles of Levees
Inadequate to Task.

There are 26 levee districts below
Fort Smith with 180 miles of levee
to protect 672,000 acres of land, the!
engineers say, but none of the
“home-made” levees are adequate
in height or width to protect the
land against major floods. The En-
gineering Department of the Army |
has spent more than $1,000,000 since ‘
passage of the flood control act of
1928 to repair the levees.

The federal government has es-
tablished a national policy of pro-
tecting local lands from flood wat-
ers, but unless local interests co-
operate to the extent required the
levees cannot be built. The only
Arkansas river levees authorized by
Congress which have actually been
constructed are those from North
Little Rock to Gillett, at North Lit-
tle Rock, and in Faulkner county. |

Hearing Held
On Water
Valley Dam

| Special to the Gazette. Lo=L1l=41
Pocahontas, Dec. 10.—Col. T. F.

Kern of the United States army en-
gineers, Little Rock district, held
a public hesring on the proposed
water valley dam and reservoir
here today. Approximately 350

persons, including farmers of the
Eleven Point river area, flood con-
trol interests and conservation in-
terests of Arkansas and Missouri
were present.

Pro

ject Explained. :
Colonel Kern said the proposed

]organizations of communities be-
' tween Hot Springs and Camden.

dam, as a flood control project,
would have 2,500 acres as a perma-
nent conservation pool for wild-
life, and during extreme flood,
would have a reservoir area of
15,000 acres for short periods. No
land in Oregon county, Missouri,
would be in the permanent pool.
If the dam is developed to the full
capacity of flood control, and hy-
dro-electric power development,
more than 28,000 acres in Randoiph
and Oregon county would be inun-
dated, including 2,200 acres in Mis-
souri. Peak of the lake would
be about 34,000 acress in extreme
flood.

The dam would geneérate about
50,000,000 Kkilowatt hours of elec-
tricity per year. :

Four Randolph county communi- i
ties would be flooded. They are
Dalton, Eleven Point, Ocean and
Water Valley. Arkansas state
Highways Nos. 90 and 93, a Mis-
souri state highway and .

the Poteau river, with a capacity Randolph county roads would be
flooded.

Few private or public utility lines
Drain-

Cost of the project as a flood
sontrol structure would be about '

| churches, schools, cemeteries and
utilities. Cost of a dual purpose
structure would be about $12,-
000,000.

Many Speakers Heard.
Most farmers of Oregon county

| favor construction of the dam for

the dual purposes.

Irvin Mays of the Missouri State
Conservation Committee spoke for
the project.

L. C. . Walker of the Federal
Power Commission reported that
his board was interested in thke
development of all natural hydro-
electric resources of the nation. |

Officials of the Frisco railroad.
said they favored the project. |

R. E. Overman, Little Rock,
chairman of the Arkansas State
Flood Control Commission, spoke
in favor of the project, while W.
A. Jackson of Walnut Ridge spoke
against it. %"

Pocahontas civic interests favor
the dual purpose dam. Apparent-
fy about 95 per c¢ent of the au-
dience favored the project. Many
farmers of the reservoir area said
that they would not oppose the
project if they were assured that
they would be paid fairly for their
land and improvements. :

Congressmen Clyde T. Ellis and
Wilbur D. Mills, now in Washing-
ton, sent messages supporting the
proposed project.

Colonel Kern’s Statement.

Colonel Kern said that in his re-
port he would show that in gen-
eral people outside of the reservoir
area were heartily in favor of the
dam for flood control and hydro-
electric power and those living in
the reservoir area were opposed
to the project because they were
afraid of not being treated fairly.

Sentimental attachment for the
land, which in some instances has |
been in the same families for 125!
years, also is causing some opposi-
tion. ‘

Building Of

Blakeley Dam
AtOnceU rged!

Special to the Gazette. 12-13=41

Hot Springs, Dec. 12.—While
there was a marked difference of
opinion as to the agency which
should build the Blakeley dam on
the upper Ouachita river, senti-
ment was unanimous that the
project should be started as soon
as possible and rushed to comple-
tion was made at a hearing con-
ducted by Lt. Col. S. D. Sturgis,
chief of army engineers, Vicks-
burg, Miss., here today. The hear-
ing was attended by state officials
and representatives of commercial

Lieutenant Colonel Sturgis said
cost of the dam was estimated at
$6.391,000, of which the government
was to have appropriated $2,000,000
when the Arkansas Power and
Light Company and the govern-
ment proposed it as a joint proj-
ect. |

It was explained that the dam '
would protect 73,000 acres against
floods, including 19,800 between
Remmel dam and the Caddo river,
and the remaining 54,000 hetween
the Caddo and the Little Missouri
river. It would give full protec-
tion to the acreage between the
Remmel dam and the Caddo river, |
and partial protection to the re-
mainder. : |

Governor Urges Action. i

“Construction of the Rlakeley



—————

. will be one of the

. would be of inestimable value
: m flood control, power
‘and nal facilities.”

~ Governor Adkins referred to the
proposed  $33,000,000 aluminum
' plant below Remmel dam, and told
~of the necessity for immediate
'~ﬁ%ructlo'n of the dam to provide
adc lrona.l power.
- _Power Company Opposed.

! Opposition -to building of the
dam by the Arkansas Power and
f;%htq(hmpany was expressed in
letters written by Congressmen
Harris and Ellis of Arkansas. The
! letters were read by W. C. Mec-
Clure, secretary of the Camden
lﬂh&mbor of Commerce,
~ Would End Bickering.
~Ben E. Carter, chairman of the
Arkansas Department of Public
Utilities, expressed hope that con-
struction on Blakeley dam will
 begin soon.
‘great power possibilities.
- “I can see no point in denying
‘private or state co-operation, if
‘the same can be agreed upon and
carried out with the primarv ob-
tive of securing the greatest

good to the state and nation,” he

: Recreation Value Seen.
~ Speaking for construction of
Blakeley dam from a recreational
angle, L. A. Henry, secretary of
the state Planning Board, de-
clared that more than a million
in revenue would come to
the state, and real estate values
would increase. -
' W. W. Mitchell, state highway
director, urged early completion.
LB@ said tourists want to go to
.recreation points of interest.
_Jerry Witt, representing
Montgomery county Chamber of
Commerce, and County Judge L.
L. Beavers, Mount Ida, expressed
opposing views. Mr. Witt said
‘that the Ouachita National Forest
erve had acquired more than
. acres in

¥
%mnty, which represented consid-
erable loss in taxes, and if the
| Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany could build Blakeley dam, he
believed the county would receive
taxes on the acreage covered.
Judge Beavers said the people
of Montgomery county considered
it of “little importance who builds
the dam.”
William Seiz, vice president of
'the Hot Springs Chamber of Com-
ce, presented resolutions unan-

ﬁy adopted by his organiza-
ion, which called attention to the
‘increase

. . :

4 in tourist patronage in
‘the state and to the Remmel and
penter dams.

e resolution asked that the
federal Power Commission ‘re-
‘store all rights to the Arkansas
Power and Light Company, pro-
vided it is in a position to imme-
diately start construction on
Blakeley dam, or if the necessity
' requires the development of this
project by federal agencies, that
the Arkansas Power and Light
‘C}omps’t’xy be reimbursed for its full

- Presents Company’s Case.

& Col. C. S. Lynch, executive vice
| president of the Arkansas Power
and Light Company, said his com-
‘pany was “not so particular about
‘who built this (Blakeley) dam, or
‘who controls this power, except
‘that the man who gets the advan-
‘tage of this power should be the
‘man who puts up the money.”

- He said that the Remmel and
Carpenter dams were built with-
out help of any organization.

“If this dam is built by the
government,” Colonel Lynch said,
‘“charges for the power shoul
make it self-supporting.”
Federal Control Favored.
~ R. E. Overman, of Little Rock,
| chairman of the Arkansas Flood
Control Commission and former
mayor of Little Rock, recommend-
ed that
| and control Blakeley dam. He was

] gm could come to thh I i
” Governor Adkins declared.

He pointed out its

the government build |

" TWO PROJECTS
ON WHITE RIVER

Bull Shoals, Table
Rock Killed.

GazettETo=I2~42
(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, March  11.—The
House killed two flood control and
power projects in connection with
{ & War Department appropriation
! bill today. Administration leaders
decided to shelve temporarily the
separate $1,000,000,000 rivers and
harbors bill “because of the temper
of the House.”

“We decided not to bring it up
until the House cools off from the
effects of the civilian defense and
congressional pensions controver-
sies,” explained Chairman Mans-

present frame of mind, the mem-
bers are apt to vote against many
worthy projects in the bill.”

The omnibus measure would au-
thorize the $285,000,000 St. Law-
'rence seaway and the $200,000,000
{ Florida ship canal among other
projects. It had been slated for

Montgomery | consideration this month but Mans-

| field indicated action would be de-

ferred until April.

Mansfield denied reports the bill
had been held up at the request of
the administration. Opponents went
ahead with plans to block approval
of the bill by the House. Repre-
sentative Beiter (Dem., N. Y.), a
leading opponent, said the .opposi-
tion had organized a “Strategy
Committee” of some 90 members
representing virutally every state,
whose job would be to organize op-
position within their state delega-
tions. He claimed polls indicated
sufficient pledges to defeat the
measure.

Funds for Table Rock
And Bull Shoals Denied.

In passing a $333,950,826 appro-
priation for the War Department’s
civil functions and sending it to
the Senate, the House eliminated,
104 to 65, a $16,700,000 allotment
for starting the Bull Shoals flood
control and power project in Ar-
kansas. It refused, 126 to 80, to add

the Table Rock dam in Missouri.
The two projects would cost ulti-
mately $87,500,000.

| It was the first setback for ad-
vocates of a program for hydro-
electric development of the White
river.

The Table Rock amendment was
offered by Representative Terry
(Dem., Ark.) to appropriate $2,106,-
000 to finance initial construction
of the $37,000,000 dam.

Representative Cochran
Mo.) offered the amendment elimi-
nating an appropriation of $16,700,-
000 to finance starting work on the
$50,000,000 Bull Shoals dam. This
fund ~had been approved by the
House Appropriations: Committee.

“You saved a total of $37,000,000
when you knocked out Table Rock."
Cochran declared. “Here's whefe
you can save $50,000,000 more.”

Representatives Short (Rep., Mo.),

| supported by M. W. Greeson, Pres- Terry, Ellis (Dem., Ark.) and Ran-

t;_ott, member of the commission
jand by Mr. McClure.

kin (Dem., Miss.) pleaded for both
projects as essential to provide
power needed for the war effort.

Representatives Powers (Rep.,
N. J.), Rich (Rep., Pa.) and Cech-
ran, arguing neither dam would be
completed until 1946,
they would be of little avail to the
war program.

When Rich suggested the war
would be over before the power
could be available, Rankin de-
clared:

“God speed Rich in his effort to
close the war so soon.”

Short said he had sought de-
velopment of Table Rock power for
14 years and termed it one of the
“oreatest power projects in the na-
tion.” :

Representative Ellis expressed
hope the dam projects would be
reinserted in the bill in the Sen-
ate. He blamed the “power trust”
in Missouri for their elimination.

' The House kept intact a variety

field (Dem., Tex.) of the Rivers
and Harbors Committee. “In their |

$2,106,000 for initial construction or .

(Dem., '

contended |

of other allotments ranging from
- maintenance of the Panama canal
to expenses for burying soldier
'dead. They included:

| $161,437,800 for flood control proj-
‘ects already under way.

| $107,516,810 for the Panama canal,
including $56,826,800 toward con-
tinuing construction of a third set
of locks.

[ $57,502,500 for improvement and
{maintenance of rivers and harbors. |
! $227,840 for the Alaska Commu-
nications Commission.

$832,345 for burial expenses.

$1,300,000 for hydroelectric power
at the Fort Peck dam.

$4,166.000 for hydroelectric pow-
er at the Bonneville dam.

$967,531 for the Soldiers’ Home in
' Washington.

' Included was $30,000,000 for flood
control work \in the lower Missis-
' sippi Valley. This was hailed by
| Arkansas congressmen as another

step in their fight to obtain greater
| levee protection.

Several million dollars of the ap-
propriation will be used in continu-
ing the raising of levees in the
middle section of the river on the
Arkansas as well as the east bank
| of the Mississippi river under a
compromise program authorized
|last year abandoning proposed‘
| floodway diversions through Ar-]
| kansas and Louisiana.
| . Representative Norrell (Dem.,,
| Ark.), one of the participants in
the compromise, said the appro-
priation, which he predicted the
Senate would approve, would go a
| long way towards building up Ar-
kansas protection from floods “and
increase the value of the land in
the area.”

APPROVES FUND
TOSTART DAMS
ON WHITE RIVER

Subcommittee For
Power Projects.

Gazette o=24-42
(By the Associated Press.)
l Washington, March 23.—Hope for
| congressional approval of the Table
Rock and Bull Shoals hydro-elec-
tric dams on the White river was
revived today when a Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee ap-
proved funds to start construction.

Chairman Thomas (Dem., Okla.)
of the subcommittee said the group |
had approved a $16,700,000 appro-
priation to start the $50,000,000 Bull
Shoals dam in Arkansas and $2,4
106,000 to begin the $37,000,000
Table Rock in Missouri. He said
the full committee would consider
the action tomorrow.

The House eliminated both proj-
ects from the War Department
civil functions bill before its pas-
sage several weeks ago.

The House Appropriations Com-

| mittee had approved Bull Shoals
| but rejected Table Rock, but the
House rejected an amendment to
add Table Rock to the bill and ac-
cepted an amendment to eliminate
Bull Shoals.
. Advocates of the dams said the
| power was needed for the develop-
i ment of war industry in a territory
rich with raw materials. Op-"
' ponents, including Representative |
Woodrum (Dem., Va.) argued that
neither dam would supply any pow-
er before December, 1944, and the
war would be won before they
could be brought into production.

Believes Committee

Will Support Action.

_ Representative Ellis (Dem., Ark.)
| said the action

subcommittee’s
“constitutes a signal victory for
the forces in Congress and the ad-
ministration who are demanding
all-out war production.”

“These dams will produce 880,-
000,000 kilowatt hours of power per
year—power that is vitally needed
to deliver more bullets and more
bombs into the ranks of the Japs
and Nazis,” he said. “I have rea-
son to believe the full Appropria-
tions Committee of the Senate will
sustain the action of the subcom-
mittee.” T S

lon Bull Shoals, and $2,106,000 to

SHOALS PASSED

House Votes Fund‘i
For Project. .
Gazetfe 2-23=-42

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, April 22.—The House
approved today the War Depart-
ment civil functions appropriations
bill, accepting a compromise report |

| allowing $500,000 for initia! work on

Bull Shoals dam on the White river
in Arkansas. Senate acceptance of
the compromise, which Senate and
House conferees said was assured,
would send the bill to the White
House. ; i

The Senate had proposed a $§16,-
700,000 appropriation to start work

begin construction of Table Rock
dam, also on the White river, in
Missouri. Conferees eliminated the
appropriation for Table Rock. but
agreed to the $500,000 for complet-
ing preliminary work on Bull
Shoals. Advocates of this dam said
they would seek an appropriation
later this session to begin construc-
tion. !
Conferees eliminated from the
bill $1,025,000 for expenditure this
year on Table Rock and Bull Shoals
for preliminary explorations. Repre-
sentative Terry (Dem., Ark.) said
he would seek a substantial appro-
priation for actual construction
work on Bull Shoals through an
appeal to President Roosevelt.

Agree to Increase
For Making Surveys.

The compromise report carries a
total of $343,939,826 for flood con-
trol and river and harbor projects
throughout the country.

The House accepted a Senate
item of $213,000 for work on the
so-called Tulsa-West Tulsa flood
control project designed to protect
Oklahoma defense industries and
agreed to an increase of from §1,-
000,000 to $2,000,000 in the amount
for surveys looking to starting ad-
ditional flood control projects after
the war.

WORK AT BULL  WATERSUPPLY

VITAL FACTOR

Gazette Z=5=42
Enabled City to Get
War Plants. ;

Many politicians, organizations
and individuals may claim credit
for establishment of the great army
training camp near Little Rock but

the records will show that one of
the main factors considered by the
War Department was the availabil-
ity of an adequate water supply.

Back in 1940, Colonel Stanley L.
Scott, at that time in charge of the
Little Rock Engineer District, re-
ported that plans for establising
a training camp for National Guard
divisions at C Robinson de-
pended largely upon Little Rock’s
co-operation in construction of pipe
lines that would give an adequate
water supply for the training camp.

Fortunately, Little Rock was able
to meet this requirement. Several
years ago the Little Rock Munici-
pal Water Works had arranged to
pipe water in unlimited quantities
from Lake Winona in the moun-
tains west of the city. All that
was needed was to lay pipe lines
under the Arkansas river and ex-
tend them to Camp Robinson. This |

was speedily done and soldiers at
Camp Robinson were assured of
r.tmple supply of unsurpassed qual-

y.

The same situation arose when
plans to establish an ordnance
plant at Maumelle were presented,
but again all conditions were met
by the city and the water company.

The increased demands of the
Little Rock Municipal Water Works’

system by reason of added popula-
 ——

tion in Greater Litlie -
mands of Camp Robinson ana ..
mands of the Maumelle Ordnance
Works have thrown a tremendous
burden on the system.:.

Maximum daily demands in 193¢
were slightly over 10,000,000 gallons.
It is anticipated that maximum de-
mands per day this summer will be
in excess of 16,000,000 gallons. It
is therefore apparent that war de-
mands have added approximately
two-thirds of the 1939 consumption
rate on the Little Rock plant in two
years. e

The Municipal Water Works _is
able to meet these tremendous in-
creases only because the new water
supply has adequate capaclt{, and
the quality of water from that sup-
ply makes it possible to pperate the
filtration plant in the city at rates
in excess of capacity. This has

| takenmr careful planning. For ex-

ample, a new reservoir has ju‘st
been put into operation at the fil-
tration plant which holds _5,000,000
gallons of filtered water. This reser-
Voir was constructed on schedule in
spite of the difficulty in obtaining
materials. ;

Little Rock was fortunate in hav-l
ing available this - splendid water
supply as it enabled the Municipal
Water Works to play a tremendous
part in the war effort, an official
of the company stated.
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\Ellis Offers

Legislation

Introduced
Gazette 8=27-40

Washington, Aug. 26 (#).—Sena-
tor Clark (Dem., Mo.) introduced
!today a bill authorizing construc-
tion of two flood control and power
developments on the White river in
Arkansas and Missouri at a cost of |
379,000,000,_ in accordance with an'
army engineers’ recommendation.

The measure, which also would
appropriate funds, directed that one
dam and reservoir be constructed
at Bull Shoals, Ark. and the other
at Table Rock, Mo,

White Rwver

\DamsBill * |

/- Gazette 8-28-40

Washington, Aug. 27 (P).—Repre-
sentative Ellis (Dem., Ark.) intro-
iduced in the House today a bill to
| authorize appropriation of $79,000,-
| 000 for construction of flood contrel
|and hydro-electric dam and reser-
voir projects on the White river at
Bull Shoals in Arkansas and at
Table Rock in Missouri.

The bill was introduced in the
|Senate yesterday by Senator Clark

1(Dem., Mo.).

HOPES FOR FIVE
DAMS IN WHITE
RIVER DISTRICT

Gazette 9=7=-40

Senator Miller In
Optimistic Mood.

By JOHN L. FLETCHER.
(Staft Correspondent of the Gazette.)
Harrison, Sept. 6.—Hope that

five dual-purpose dams will be
built in the White river valley un-

fense program was expressed by

United States Senator John E.
Miller of Searcy here today.

| engineers’

der provisions of the national de-.

| Attending a United States army
hearing to determine

o5 THE |
WHITE RIVER
AND TRIBUTARIES

Scale of Miles !
s . 2

30

w

oM |

SQUTHWESTERN DIVISION, LITTLE ROCK ,ARK,NOV, 1938

No. 7 and 8 on the map show the proposed locations of multiple purpose dams on the White river at Table Rock and Bull Shoal,
respectively, as recommended to Congress by the War Department yesterday. The two projects were termed the key to development of

the entire White river basin.

Other flood control reservoirs already approved for construction are: 1—Clearwater, Mo., under construc-

tion; 2—Water Valley; 3—Bell Foley; 4—Lone Rock; 5—Norfork, funds for which are available; 6—Greer's Ferry, near Heber Springs.

Bull Shoals is in Baxter county and Table Rock is near Branson, Mo., just north of the Arkansas line.

compare to annual fixed and oper- in prevalence o. malaria carrying

ating costs of $3,457,300.

well within the range of economic
justification,” he said.
The report said Table Rock, Bull|

mosquitoes, increased morale, im-

“There is no question that it 1s proved navigation and provision of |

irrigation for the Grand Prairie
rice belt. J
The Bull Shoals reservolr would

of national importance,” said Col- There is only one existing rese

1
onel Scott. “The market for the voir on the White river. It is ‘;nti
power lies in Missouri and Arkan- uated at Ozark Be.ach. AMo... agl !
sas. The flood control benefits owned by the Empire Dlst_;‘lc; :h
would accrue largely in Arkansas, | tric Company. It was bux(t:. y by
but also would be felt in Mississip- | Ozark Power and Water Comp

| whether people of the Ozark region

want full hydro-electric facilities

installed immediately at Norfork

dam in Baxter county, Senator

Miller named the five projects as|

follows:

Norfork dam,,on the North Fork
river four miles: above its con-
fluence with the White. Its con-
struction as a flood control proj-
ect only has been approved by
Congress. Favorable recommen-
dation by army engineers after
today’s great demonstration,
which is believed a certainty,
would add power

of $27,000,000.
Lone Rock dam, already author-
ized, on the Buffalo river.
Greer’s Ferry, also authorized, on
the Little Red river near Heber
Springs.
ull Shoals, a huge project that
has not received congressional

B

production|
equipment at a completed cost|

Lieut. Col. Stanley L. Scott of
Lit.tle Rock, acting director of
Umt_ed States Division Engineers, |
presided at an all-day ‘hearing in’
the Lyric theater. He heard a
stream of Arkansas and Missouri
witnesses agree that the industrial
| future of North Arkansas depends
| almost entirely on rapid develop-
| ment of cheap electric energy. No
dissenting evidence was introduced,
not even by the Missouri Wildlife
As_soc1at10n, which was expected to
. object on the ground that a dam
would put a crimp in the fisher-
man’s paradise.

(At a luncheon as guest of Har-
rison business men, Colonel Scott
lecated that his report te the
chief of engineers at Washington
will include a recommendation that
power facilities be installed at the
Norfork dam at the start. He said

never had attended a public
hearing at which such unanimous
approval of a project was voiced.

|
Arkansas Handicapped I
By Its Lack of Power. |

Congressman Clyde T. Ellis of
Be:ntonville, who with Senator
Miller has sponsored the White |
rivet development legislation in
Congress, told the approximately
850 persons at the hearing that
Arkansas has been denied national
defense contracts because it can-
not provide cheap power and be-
cause of inequality of freight
rates.

He disclosed that the state “has
virtually been denied a large alum-
ir}um plant” because it cannot fur-
nish 35,000 kilowatts, ‘

“We haven't that much surplus
power to sell,” he said. “If we did,
the price would be higher than
thg company would pay. Our elec- |
tric rates are twice as high a,sJ
those in states that surround us.
[It isn't the private power com-
| panies’ fault, either. They are
| forced to improt energy all the
way from its Tennessee Valley
Authority connecting point in |
Mississippi and from the Sterling- |
ton (La.) plant of the Arkansas
Power and Light Company. It
costs too much to bring power
from such distances.”

Arkansas in Critical

Condition, Says Mr. Fitzhugh. J

Chairman Thomas Fitzhugh of
the state Utilities Commission went
further and said Arkansas “is get-

ting into a critical condition” so far
as availability o%_ power is con- |
cerned. o
“Our sources of imported energy
are drying up,” he said. “It won't
be long before the TVA will be un-
able to furnish power to Arkansas.
We are in a pitiful condition. The
| proposed Blakeley mountain dam
| on the Ouachita river has almost
vanished. The commission has been
informed that the company [Elec-
tric Bond & Share Company, which
the Arkansas Power and Light
Company is a subsidiary] will com-
plete a huge power-production proj-
ect near New Orleans before under-
taking the Blakeley dam.”

Dr. Blalock Cites Figures
To Support Mr. Fitzhugh.

Dr. H. W. Blalock, member of the
Utilities Commission, explained Mr.
Fitzhugh's statements with figures.
He said 62 per cént of the power
used in Arkansas last year was im-
ported from other states. He em-
phasized Chairman Fitzhugh’s black
picture of conditions with the dis-
closure that no private Arkansas
company has announced plans to
increase plant capacity' during the
next two years.

Senator Would Force
Building of Blakely Dam.

Privately, Senator Miller offered
what he termed a partial solution
to the immediate problem.

“I advocate that the Federal
Power Commission compel the Ar-/
kansas Power and Light Company |
to construct Blakeley dam, for|
which it was granted a permit)
months ago, at once,” he said. The |
company has asked the commis- |

authorization, on the White river
near the Marion-Baxter county
line. This proposed dam and one
at Table Rock, in Southwest

sion for authority to postpone con- !
struction. !

Congressman Ellis Tells

Shoals, Lone Rock and Norfork extend along a portion of the boun-
reservoirs could control the run-|dary between Marion and Baxter

pi and Louisiana.”

in 1913.

Missouri, have been recommend
ed to Congress by the War De
partment. They would cost $77,

Of Pressing Need of Power.
Congressman Ellis was the first

off, of 81 per cent of the arta up-

counties and through the north

stream from the mouth of fhel part of Marion and Boone counties.
Black river. It also would include parts of

‘Ozark and Taney counties, Mis-
Other Advantages For

| Col. Eugene Reybold
' Says Conclusions Reasonable.

Col. Eugene Reybold, former di-

000.,000. witness called by Colonel Scott. The

The Narrows, on the Little Mis-

souri river.

' congressman commended Senator
| Miller, who he said was “recorded
as the first exponent of the control

vision engineer stationed here and'

3 souri. The drainage area was es-
Development Claimed.

timated at 5,905 square miles.
: ¢ The Table Rock reservoir, al-
Advantages tited included: : though largely in Missouri, would
Reduced cost of levee repairs,| gip into Carroll and Boone coun-
' Hefsimpertuptuga ofdtrafflc, lessflouA ties. Its drainage area Wo
, of business, reduced expense of re- be givilek
' habilitation and relief for flood vic- shout 4,900 sq
tims, less water pollution, decrease

~ “Interest in the development

now assistant chief of staff in
charge of supplies at Washington,
said in an appended note:

“I believe the district engineer

uld be [Colonel Scott] has arrived at rea- !

sonable conclusions in each phase

hlpj; his study.”

Senator Miller said there is a i ith dams.” Mr. Ellis
possibility that a dam also will be (Jvfoulig’e;itwtlgk about the report
obtained at Water Valley on the that he may oppose Senator Miller
Elevenpoint river. in the 1942 senatorial race, but oth-

“Additional legislation will be re- ers mentioned it often.
quired,” he sdid, “which- we hope ¢In what Colonel Scott termed an
‘to push through at this session.” “excellent explanation of a diif;-
sb i R | cult subject,” Congressman Ellis

1



vased his appeal for immed 1:? in-
stallation of hydro-electric facilities
at Norfork dam on the need of
power in the national defense pro-
gram.

_“We have no natural gas or oil |
and very little coal in the White |
river valley,” he said. “But we are
ricl} in potential water power with
which to process our antimony,
mercury, phosphorus, bauxite, zinc
and lead. The White river could
vield as many kilowatts as now be- |

ing produced by-the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority. .

“Yet we are denied all of these.
things because of a shortage of
power. Even our Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration projects are
suffering because rates are too high.

[The Arkansas Power and Light
Company is furnishing REA co-
operative associations with power
at the cheapest similar rates in the |
nation, but Mr. Ellis and others said |
‘these are excessive.] .
_ “Our opponents formerly said one :
dam should not be utilized for both |
flood control and power production. |
Engineers have proved they reduce
the cost of each other. During a
flood, Norfork dam would not be |
Jimited to the first 100 feet alloted
to flood control. Its entire 230 feet
‘would be available to protect the |
valley below. The same would be
true in producing energy, the en-
;;h:‘ dam being available for that
ob”

Congressman Ellis commended
‘many agencies and persons for
their aid in drawing up the White
river plan and getting it before
Congress. Among others, he named
Colonel Scott and his staff, who he
said “worked this thing out,” and
Col. Eugene Reybold, former di-
vision engineer, who has been trans-
ferred from Little Rock to Wash-
ington.

Senator Miller Also Stresses
Nezd of Power Development.

Senator Miller, say'ng a lack of
power is preventing the state from
obtaining industries, added that he |
and others “can admit now that
what we really want from these
dams is electric energy.”

“You can send delegations to see
the big corporations and the Cham-
bers of Commerce can resolute, but
there will be few new plants until
the state can offer an abundance of |
cheap power,” he said. “Then the
freight problem will solve itself. !
Those industrial boys know how to|
deal w'th the railroads. |

“I would be almost willing to
| retire from the Senate if my dream
| for the development of hydro-elec-|
tric power comes true. A man |
could make a living accidentally
then.” :

The senator endorsed the propos-
_al to install equipment in the dam

now, but advocated delay in setting

up the authority to handle the dis-
tribution of resulting power until
the dam is completed.

“We are not sure that the TVA
plan is the right answer.” he ex-
plained.

All Favor Immedi#te
Power Facilities.

Chairman R. E. Overman of the
Arkansas Flood Control Commis-|
4sion introduced a resolution spon-!
sored by the cqommission, recom-
' mending immediate installation of
‘hydro-electric facilities at Norfork. |

Others added their endorsements,
including L. A. Henry, eng'neer di-
rector of the state Planning Board
and R. J. Beamish Jr., of Washing-
ton, representing the REA, who
said a rural co-operative project
in Texas is buying power produced
at a government dam on the lower!
Colorado river at four mills a kilo-|
watt hour, compared to the Arkan-
sas average to co-operatives of
eight mills.

The propbsal was approved by
Charles S. Christian of Little Rock,
engineer for the Flood Control
Comm ssion; Dr. S. C. Dellinger,
professor of zoology at the Univer-
| sity of Arkansas, who said dams do
| not impair fishing; J. C. Murray,
traffic manager of the Little Rock
Chamber of Commerce, J. E. Simp-
son of Berryville and Tom Shiras,
Mountain Home publisher.

R. M. Ruthven, Baxter county
judge, an ardent supporter of the
plan, offered a resolution late in
the hearing that
create a division in the solid ranks
of cities and counties along the
White river. He proposed that the
meeting adopt a resolution calling

for power producing facilities at
the dam “or nothing.”
There was sharp protest from
' persons whose property and lives
| in the lower stretches of the White
vrould benefit largely from the
' flood control phase of the dam.
Dean Coleman of Batesville
urged harmony and Judge Ruthven
" reworded his resolution to eliminate
“or nothing.” It was adopted unani-
' mously then. '

' Larger. me IE

jthe lower reaches.

(S
' Flood Cot;ntrol

;_Flood Control
i

threatened to

Power Is to Be Generated.

The army engineers propose to
erect a concrete gravity dam with

| an uncontrolled spillway. If oper-

ated for fleod control, it would
form .a permanent conservation
pool of about 1,700 acres.

the conservation pool normally
would be empty and only during a
flood would water be stored above
it.

If a flood equal to that of April,
1927, occurs after the dam is built.
it would back water about 36 miles
upstream with a maximum width
of about.a mile. Such a flood would
cover about 14,000 acres, most of it
in Baxter county. Some would be
in Fulton county.

The project would be capable of
producing 108,000,000 kilowatt hours
of prime power annually. A dual-
purpose dam would result in a
power pool of 22,000 acres along 45
miles. The latter dam would be
230 feet high and about 2.500 feet
long.
to construct.

river until the White river could

handle the extra burden without the party into Okl -

overflowing the rich farm lands of include Kansas, Coﬁ)};g?: aa;nr:idTv:;gll
It would com- as. Coming back to Arkansas Mon-
plement the proposed huge Bull day, the group will inspect Blue
Shoals dam in controll ng the water Mountain and Nimrod dam sites
€ 1 _ Table General :
Rock dam in Missouri would be Washington Wednesday.

of the entire White river.
anothef major key to the system.

Harrison Wins Praise
For Its Hospitality.

Citizens of Cotter, Baxter county,
sent a big delegation and the high
school band. Development of the
river in their back yards will mean
much to them.

Layton Coffman of Harrison,
member of the Flood Control Com-
mission, was the generalissimo of
the day. He worked tirelessly to
make the event a success and those
who consumed quantities of fried
chicken with him at noon will want
to return to Harrison. Colonel
Scott, speaking at the luncheon,
said the hospitality of the people
could be matched at few other
places. - 1

J. R. Tucker, president of the
Harrison Chamber of Commerce,
welcomed the visitors.

J=18=40
Program —
Will Be Encouraqed. i

‘}fu%‘ﬁmpd‘rta‘ﬁf 'dégeﬁfﬂne*?‘;ﬁ
groundwork has been done concern-
ing the proposed reservoirs for
flood control and hydro-electric
power.

Our senators and congressmen
should be congratulated on their
determined efforts to secure funds
for dams and reservoirs which will
not only be helpful in flood control
but will help to produce hydro-
electric power, which is so badly
needed in helping to attract and se-
cure industry for the state.

I shall recommend to the legis-
lature that it provide sufficient\
funds for the Flood Control Com-
mission to function properly.

1

e

Projects Are
Inspecte

: Demderat 10-16

Major General Julian L. Schley,
chief of U. S. Army engineers, was
to visit two dam sites in North Ark-
ansas today on the second of a seven-
day tour of the Southwestern Divi-
sion. He is accompanied b Lieut.
Col. Stanley L. Scott, Little Rock
District engineer and acting South-
western Division engineer.

General Schley visited the Clear-
water dam, northwest of Poplar
Bluff, Mo., yesterday. He was to
visit the Norfolk site in Baxter coun-
ty and the Bull Shoals site on White
river today. foll wing a luncheon at
Mountain Home. f

The tour of the Southwestern Di-
vision will include visits in the Tul-
sa, Caddoa and Denison Di
fore returning to the Little Rock
District next Sunday. On Monday,
| he will visit the Blue Mountain and,
| Nimrod dams before reaching Little

Rock at 4 p. m. for a six-hour stop.;

He will leave that night for Wash-

ington.

Officers in
trict office said the itinerary anc
schedule might be changed.

The ¢
| flood cuntrol retention pool above

. Si:)o.tt‘, head of the Southwest-
ern Division; Maj. Th
It would require two years Little Rock; Manor l\c/)[?:t?golr{:erg;
In t f flood, it 1d hol gf iTu]sa;
n times o ood, it wou old Springfield, Mo., d
pback the waters of North Fork Clyde T. Ellis. TN e

Arkansas until the limit is attained

. DELEGATES ASK

Districts be- ¢

'Cén.'Sch‘ley’s'
Party Back In
State Monday

8pecial to the Gazette. 10"'18-4:0

Harrison, Oct. 17—Maj. Gen.
Julian L. Schley, chief of United
States army engineers, spent last
night in Harrison after the sec-
ond day of his tour of inspection
of flood control and hydroelectric

projects in the Southwestern Di-
vision.
In the party were Col. Stanley

John T. Woodruff of

The inspection tour today took

Schley will

B

return to

Arkansas TVA
Predicted
If FDR Wins

Democrat—10=20-40
Congressman Ellis

Outlines Plans for

Possible Development. -

A flood control development in -

Arkansas as comprehensive as the
TVA was predicted yesterday as be-
ing contingent upon.the re-election
of President Roosevelt by
man Clyde Ellis, here to atf
Arkansas-Texas football game.

Congressman Ellis, who has just
completed an inspection tour of
flood control projects with Maj. Gen.
Julian L. Schley, chief of the U. S.
Army Engineers, said he had been
assured .in high quarters that “if the
president is re-elected with a Dem-
ocratic Congress, Arkansas will cer-
tainly receive a flood control pro-
gram similar to the TVA.

Schley Enthusiastic.

Congressman Ellis said that Gen.
Schley was very enthusiastic over
the possibilities of a program where-
by complete control of tke various
river valleys would be obtained.

Following an - inspection tour of
flood control projects in ihe South-
western division, Gen. Schley, Con-

gressman Ellis said, visualized an §

ultimate program of linking togeth-
er with the TVA projects on the
White river, the Grand river dam
authority in Oklahoma, the Red riv-
er project in Texas, the Upper Ark-
ansas valley, the Ouachita and oth-

er smaller tributaries into one vast 3

flood control and power develop-
ment.

Such an eventuality, Congressman g

Ellis said, will meet the develop-
ment of other natural resources in

ABANDONING OF
FLOODWAY IDEA

Gazette 10=22-40

Raising Arkansas
Levee Sought.

A strong protest against use of

the proposed Eudora spillway in’
, the federal program to control
the Little Rock diS‘floods of the Mississippi valley
was voiced by a southeast Arkan-

‘Engineers. |

*

The delegates, led by United

States Senator John E. Miller and

Congressman W. F. Norrell, re- was lost in the United States Su-
‘quested that the river levee on the;bteme Court last December. Mr.

» . 2 L 3
Arkansas  side be elevated thm;ﬂu.,,ﬂmngnbarger,. who owned 40

a%&%?%ﬂ

Maj. Gen. Julian L. Schley, chi oy - i - : .
et e 3; chlef of Un S States 'Army Engineers, is shown inspecting tunneling
Ut at 10 learwater dam site on the Black river, northwest of Poplar Bluff, Mo. The inlef ’
ide o e tunnel is shown with preparations being made for concreting the outer works of the tunnel.

Left to right, Lt. Col. Stanley L. Scott, Little Rock district engineer; Major

T. F. Kern, assistant Little Rock district engineer, .

~ ENGINEERS AT NIMROD DAM

General Schley, and Iaj.

—Gazette Staff Photo.

The picture gives general view of construction work at Nimrod Dam in Perry county. The pic-
ture was made from the huge concrete mixing ma chine on west abutment of the dam, facing east.
The round pipe-shaped object at the bottom of the photograph is the inspection tunnel which will |

run the length of the structure.
feet to a level equal to that o. ine acres in Desha county. She con-
dike on the Mississippi side. tended the value of her land had
If this is done, they contended, been reduced from $5,000 to $1,000
the straightening out of river because of the threat of overflow.
bends will permit rapid passage of The court held the lands were not
flood waters without endangering damaged “but actually benefited.”
the levees on either side of the . F¥ llowing the Supreme Court de-
[river. Lamar Williamson of Monti- eision a movement was started to
lcello, lawyer-member of the state amend the flood control plan to
'Flood Control Commission, asked eliminate the spillway. Land in the
that the present levee system be spillway area (125 miles long and
tested  further or increased
height, rather than to use the pro-
posed floodway west of the channel
jin times of high water and subject
/143,000 acres of rich land to over-
flow. | :

Property Owners Have
Been Refused Damages.

jsiana) has been in demand.

The Desha county penitentiary
farm is situated in this area. It is
owned by Mr. Williamson and
others, who bought it from the state
ffor $1 an acre and leased it to the
'Penitentiary Board. The state has
|]an option to. buy. the land back in
1943 for $25 an acre, after it has
Use of the floodway would in- been cleared by convicts. In re-

#turn, the state will receive $10 an

|

volve cpnstruction of a set-back

sas delegation at a conferenct'a here j.vee behind the present earthen jacre for all land cleared. This
yesterday with Maj. Gen. Julian L. parrier.: ;
§chley, chief of United States Army floodway sought to recover $50,-

mcney will be retained from the
‘o' 1ers’ share of the cotton and
cc n. 4

Among others present were: Ho-
mer M. Adkins, Democra.tic‘ nomi-
" nee for governor; Lt. Col. Stanley
‘L. Scott, Little Rock District en-
gineer; Chairman R. E. Overman
of the Arkansas Flood Control
Commission, Sam Epstein, Nelson

Property owners in the

00,000 damages - from the govern-
ment for alleged loses caused by

the floodway proposal but ‘a test
suit by Mrs. Julia C. Sponenbarger

Williamson was chief attorney for

in 15 miles wide in Arkansas apd Lou-

'W. Bunker, Clyde Lovett, Cu aif

Burnside, Jack Gillison, E. T. Cash-
ionvand B. C. Clark of ‘Lake Vil-
lage; Claude McKinnon of Dumas,
Sam J. Wilson of Montrose, J. L.
Parker of Arkansas City and)]
Charles S. Christian, engineer of the
state Flood Control Commission.



Avert Flood

Damage
11=29~40

Bpecial to the Gazette.

Hot Springs, Nov. 28.—Value of
big hydro-electric dams as a factor |
in flood control was proved this |
week when Lake Hamilton and |

i Lake Catherine rose as a result of |

mountain streams having become
swollen after several days of heavy |

! writing.”

' the Pulaski county Egqualization
Board and owners of a farm in the
valley, said assessed values of the
land near the Maumelle had been
reduced to $5 an acre. He said it
4 | formerly was a rich farming section
and the land brought high prices.

ment. ¢ He pointed out that the vicinity

“Oral statements will be heard,” had not shared in any flood con-
he said, “but for the accuraey of trol or drainage projects. Dr. Lamb
the record all important facts and and Dr. Glen M. Holmes said "1e
arguments should be submited in valley is one of the worst sections
of Pulaski county so far as malaria
is concerned.

Mr. Cowsert said the river chan-
the nel is filling up with timbers and
silt and that many pools of stagnant
water remain for weeks after each
overflow.

S. E. Junkin, operator of a gro-
cery and filling station on Highway
10, who owns land in the valley,

* The statements should be made out
in sextuplicate form, and may either
be mailed or given to him at
hearing, Colonel Scott sald. .

Four-State Meeting on Flood |
Control in January. ;

~
(0 7
AT G ¢

GazetteI2=5~4
A meefiﬁgb of Tlood jcon‘EQﬂ or-

River Commission. ; i

The first ﬂp!an called for a Eudora |
extension floodway, the second for
a narrow uncleared Eudora flood-
way and the third only for the
strengthening of the levee system
in the sector. .

“The $103,000,000 allotted the orig-
inal Eudora plan could build any of
the projects I have outlined today,”
the general said. |

Questioned as to whether the
plans were all practical solutions
to the problem, General Tyler said,
“Yes, in my judgment.”

Gen. Thomas M. riobins, assistant
chief ‘of the United States Army
Engineers, assured the meeting that

Lake Hamilton, where Carpenter
dam is situated, was utilized in the
same manner as a flood control
reservoir. The result was that

river below the Arkansas Power
and Light Company’s projects was
averted. A report ws “mmade by
. C. S. Lynch, chief engineer.
following ‘a study of records at
Carpenter and Remmel dams. The
latter is on Lake Catherine.
Record of Water Storage.

The record for Lake Hamilton
showed that more than 100,000 acre
feet was stored in that lake, and
that it entered the reservoir at the
| rate of 50,000 cubic feet a second.
| However, the water was held in
| the lake and passea out at the rate
of 15,000 cubic feet a second. Had
it not been for the Lake Hamilton
reservoir a stage of 19.5 feet at
the Rockport hridge on the Oua-
chita would have resulted with

Gen. Julian L. Schley, left, chief of U. S. Engineers, is shown
as he inspected one of the “holes” at Nimrod Dam yesterday.
Others in the picture are W. W. Ralphe, resident engineer for the
project, and Maj. D. W. Griffiths, chief of operations for the Little
Rock District, U. S. Engineers, in whose district the project is
located. ; : 4

serious damage along the Ouachita |

rain. | ganizations of Arkansas, Louisiana.

Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri will
be held at Hot Springs January
9 and 10 to formulate a five-state
| flood control compact, officials of
the Arkansas Flood Control Com-
mission said yesterday. The pro-
posed compact would undertake to
secure legislation affecting flood
control, soil and water conserva-
tion in the Southwest.

Pro

'On Program Of
Flood Control

Democrat

Rapid progress is being made in
construction of three flood control
projects and three other projects

in the Little Rock Engineer district,

k E® ) /
N Bohead o b 2

oTess Made

said the river overflows from three
to five times each year. He said
he had been unable to raise a crop
on part of the land since the 1927
flood. He suggested work at the
mouth of the river to prevent flood
waters from the Arkansas backing
up into it.
Mr. Terry Supports Appeals.

| Congressman D. D. Terry of Lit-
. tle Rock who introduced the reso-
lution in Congress to provide for
the study of the watershed, told of
the difficulties of farmers in the
valley. He said improvements would
not only be “a Goddsend” to farmers
and livestock raisers, but would im-
prove recreational facilities.

He said the valley has great rec-
reational possibilities if the river
could be controlled. He told of the
development of the livestock indus-
try in the section, but said it has
been handicapped seriously by
floods. Some: livestock raisers have
been put out of business by the
floods, he said.

¥ Other Speakers Heard.

Major D. W. Griffiths,” operations
officer, said yesterday. Nimrod dam,! C. S. Christian of Little Rock and
being erected on Fourche la Fave! W. C. McClure of Camden, mem-
river in Perry county, is farthest bers of the state Flond Control Com-

S
Nk

d Pro ject

In
E

‘Army Engineers ect Nimro
e De SO

—United States Engineer Photo.

Ar aspection of work on Nim- and acting Southwestern Division

rod m, west of Little Rock, on engineer. . tion work being shown in the
Foui ‘e la Fave river, by Maj. General Schley is shown in the | background.
Gen. Julian L. Schley, chief of | lead while going over the work at The dam is being built about

Nimrod, followed by W. W. Ralphe,
resident engineer, and Maj. D. W,
Griffiths, operations officer of the

United States Army Engineers,
yesterday afternoon completed a
finished early in 1942,

been poured, part of the construc-

advanced of the three flood control
projects.

Constructicn on the Nimrod dam
was begun in May and was 31 per
cent complete November 30, Major
Griffiths said. It is due for comple-
tion by March, 1942,

The outlet works of the Blue
mountain dam, to be erected on
Petit Jean river in Yell county, was
16 per cent complete and is due for
completion at the end of July, 1941.
The outlet works of the Clearwater
dam, to be erected on Black river
near Piedmont, Mo., is 19 per cent
complete, and is scheduled to be
finished in October next year.

Three preparatory projects for
construction of the Norfork dam, to
be built on North Fork of the White
river in Baxter county, also were

i reported on by Major Griffiths.

The government village, being
erected at Mountain Home for oc-
cupancy by employes of the engi-
neer office engaged on the Norfork
project, is 37 per cent complete and
is expected to be finished by March
1 ¥

The access road to the Norfork
dam site is 17 per cent complete
with the finishing date scheduled
for February and the construction
railroad to the site is 10 per cent
complete with the f{finishing date
scheduled for March 9.

Maumelle

Valley’s
Plight Told

Gazette 12«11«40

60 miles upstream from the mouth
of the river and is expected to be
Plans call

The channel of the Maumelle riv-

! mission, expressed belief that it was
'a worthwhile flood control project.
| They said channel improvement
probably would solve the problem.
i J. B. Colvin of Perry county, ad-
| vocated upstream as a solution. He
| said this would add much to the
| recreation values of the valley as
wll as control floods.
-~Recommendations To Congress.
Colonel Scott said his recommend-
ations cannot be made public until
they are submitted to Congress. His
recommendations will be studied
first by the chief of army engi-
neers, he sai

a2 SR, ARTEEAQ

C. 8. Christian, Arkansas Flocd
| Control Commission engineer, will
attend a meeting of the Missis-
sippi Valley Association at New
Orleans, La:., Wednesday.

'ABANDONING OF

~EUDORA FLOOD
PROJECT URGED

Strengthening Of
Dikes Favored.

Gazetie . 12=10=40

seven-day tour of flood control
works in the Southwestern Divi-
sion with Lieut. Col. Stanley L.

Scoﬁ':T Lyge Rock District engineer__

iy

NorforkDam
W ill Have

Penstocks
Gazette  10-29-40

_ Revised plans agreed upon for of th

the Norfolk dam project call for 2

flood control dam with penstocks
‘for future installation of electric

Little Rock District.
Approximately 11 per cent of
the concrete in the structure has

To Adjust
Flood Control

Differences

Democrat 1l=3=40

Charles S. Christian, chief enginee

sion,
Mississippi

Association had appointed a

e state Flood Control Commis-
yesterday announced that the
Valley Flood Control
tri-
state committee to “meet in efforts

er in northwestern Pulaski countyl New Orleans, Dec. 18 (#).—The
should be straightened, widened a.ndﬁ proposed $103,000,000 Eudora flood-
cleaned to alleviate distressing way project should be abandoned
flood and health conditions, Lt. Col. and the money used to improve the
Stanley L. Scott of the Little Rock present levee system between the
Diarticlt’d Ut";tegl eftti.;:g”o fEl’;iiéls‘f,’ns-lmouths of the Arkansas and Red
was told a g >

at Carpenter dam were i;llgtt,doxﬁaaﬁt:; ers amt Joseph T. Robinson school| F'Vers. e, recommendefl .i“ a

during the high water in Lake yesterday morning. resolution adopted by the Mississip-
%Hamilton, but since: more water Colonel Scott arranged the meet-| pi Valley Flood Control Association
¢passed through the waterwheels ating to hear (\ivislhesda;gle(;}:init;ns of | here today.

gleing:{p;:;:ritd?wx:s g:;?«:ssitryt}tl: g’;}.enrle\;:.lleayx,1 prefi?rﬂ?xary to making| Inerease in height and ‘strength

open the gates at the latter dam recommendations on the proposal| of the levee in that sector “would

to keep water from going over the to the chief of United States Engi- provide adequate protection for all

top. neers. ‘floods,” Senator John H. Overton,

R PHPIER . hi
Fl O O d C On t I'Ol The colonel and plembers of ‘his association president, who appoint-

for innstallation of penstocks fro
future addition of electric generat-
ing equipment,

heavy dafage. The storing process

reduced that crest to 145 feet

under the bridge.
Contrary to reports,

:

staff have completed a study of
t.e Maumelle watershed which has
a drainage area of 143 square miles.

ed the committee which presented
the resolution, said.
“The 13 cutoffs built in that sec-

the army engineers, while engaged
in national defense work, did not
propose to let up on, flood cohtroa{
and harbor work. -4+ - |
Judge Critical of Slowness Of
Federal Authoriti
Gazett .
Slowness of federal agencies in
paying persons whose land has
been condemned for flood control
purposes was criticized by Judge
Trimble in United States District

Court yesterday. He was refer-
ring to failure of the guvernment
to provide funds to cover govern-
ment costs in a suit involving
condemnation of 594.03 acres in
Desha county, as part of the Mis-
sissippi river flood control proj-
ect.

The criticism came during a
hearing on a citation against Maj.
Samuel D. Sturgis Jr., Vicksburg
district engineer, calling on him to
explain why he had not complied
with a previous court order to de-
posit $25,000 in the court registry
to cover land and court costs.

“This condemnation suit has been
pending three years,” Judge Trim-
ble said. “The court, to expedite
matters, has appointed a master
who has spent 18 months on the
case. The master has made his
report and landowners have agreed
that if the government would ad-
vance costs for the master, com-
missioners, and reporter, and after-
ward it is held that this expense
is not chargeable to the govern-
ment, it could be deducted out of
whatever allowance is made to
landowners for the value of the
land.

“The district attorney advises he
has reported this to Washington
and has reconmmended that the
money be paid into the registry
so an arm of the court could dis-
charge its duty, but this recom-

[ mendation has not been complied

with.

“I think the attorney general’s
office has been derelict in not
sending the money here and 1
want to know whether they are
going to do it.”

Citation Quashed.

Judge Trimble granted a motion
to quash the citation against Major
Sturgis, on the grounds that he
was not a resident of Arkansas.
Major Sturgis was in court. A mo-
tion by the government to rescind |
the order to deposit the $25,000 was |

) also granted.

The commissioners, E. S. Terral |
of Tillar, G. A. Brock of McGehee, |
and O. O. Kemp of Rohwer, were
granted $200 each for 10 days serv-
ice in adjusting the purchase price
and damages to the land. John
W. Newman of Little Rock, mas-
ter, was allowed $2,000 and $280.20
was granted to Walter Powell of
Little Rock, reporter.

Another Hearing January 3.

January 3 was set as the date

gerierating equipment, Maj. T. F.{o harmonize existing differences in
Kern, assistant Little Rock Dis- opinion regarding modification of the
trict engineer, said yesterday on adopted project for lower Missis-

He explained that the landowners
must furnish right-of-way ease-
ment and agree to maintain the im-

Hearing Is

provements, if the project is ap-

tion of the river and the two more
under construction, have shortened
the distance of the river by one-

his return from Washington where sippi flood control.”

he conferred with the chief of en-

gineers. ;
Major Kern said flood .con'trol
designs, plans and specifications

have been agreed upon by War
Department. officials ‘subject te

final approval after
changes have been made.
of the plans and the writing
final specifications will procee
immediately. g9

icuss any present, or possibilities of
| future differences which might arise
construction of !

The committee will hold its first
meeting at Vicksburg, Miss., Wednes-
day. Arkansas members are: J. G.

Burke, Helena, attorney for th

Burnside, Lake Village, attorney fo

the Southeast Arkansas Levee Dis-/
suggested trict, and W. G. Huxtable, West|
Revisior Memphis. chief engineer for the St.

Francis Levee District.
Meeting with U. S. Engineer offi

cials, in, charge of the project, the'

Mississippi Valley group are to dis

in connection with
the project. ;

el

White River Drainage District; P. C.

proved. | third, increased the speed of flow

h 1 . | Many Landowners Heard.
SC u Dr. W. A. Lamb, Little Rock|lieve a three-foot raise in the levee
e i n: %— . 0) physician who operates a cattle! height would solve the flood prob-
l A public hearing to determine the ranch in the valley, was named | lem for that area,” Senator Over-
r!eurrent advisability of any improve- chairman of an organization to|ton said. ; L
nent for flood control on Maumelle aid the engineers. J. D. Cowsert, |
;ﬂtvg"nd : will be held assistant Pulaski county agent, was |
‘ I inson on named secretary. .
; X ; " Owners , said that land values in Three Altemat_lves. ¥
Y the fortile valley steadily are de-  Three possible plans which migh
. creasing because of floods and un- be substituted for the Eudora flood-
hful conditions which are éway, project were presented by Brig.
€ orowiing Worse each year. i Gen. Max: C. Tyler,  Vicksburg,
~ M. Mainard of Roland, member of | Miss,, president of the Mississippi

General Tyler Proposes

and lowered the crest, and I be-

for another hearing on the find-
ings of the commissioners as to the
value of the land and damages suf-
fered from flood control work.
Condemnation proceedings were
filed in April, 1937, when the gov-
ernment acquired land on Caulk’s
Neck to make a cut-off to l
straighten the river. ~Among the
defendants are the heirs of the
B. O. Zellner estate, the Arkamiss
Lumber Company, and the Chicago
Mill and.Lumber Company.
_ Following the filing of the orig-
inal petition, the Zellner estate did
not file its answer until June 10,
!1938. The substituted answer of
| the Arkamiss Lumber Company
{ was filed July 30, 1938, while the
Chicago company did not file its
substitute answer until March 28,
1939.

1

{




Norfork To |
Continue As
‘A Nice Town’

Bpecial to the Gazette | Dm22m4.0
Norfork, Dec. 21. — Clank of
power shovels, the noisy exhausts
of heavy tractors, rattling gravel
trucks, ‘and the spluttering of a
big dragline down on the gravel
bar at the junction of the North-
(fork and White rivers, are pro-
ducing a melody that has put new
life into this town. All these in-
dustrial musical notes new to the
town, are coming from machines
used in the construction of a rail-
road and a heavy duty highway,
that lead from this place to the
Northfork dam-site, about four
miles up Northfork river.
Carpenters are erecting new
buildings here, small business men
are hunting locations for all kinds
of business, and many new people
are moving in as fast as they can
find quarters. After supper, music
machines and radios blare from
every cafe and recreation hall. All
this bustle and stir arises from the
fact that Norfork will be the
freight base for all incoming ma-
terial that will be used in the con-
struction of the Northfork dam.
Dozens of new faces appear on
the streets every day. You stop to
pass a few words with a stranger.
“Where you from?’ The man
smiles. “I'm from Disney, Okla.”
The Grand river dam at Disney,
Okla., was completed early this
year, and many citizens of Disney
are moving into this place and
other sections fo Baxter county.

Three New Townsites Laid Out,
New Railroad Building.

Three new townsites have been
laid off at the dam-site. They are
Hutchesonville and Spencer, on the
west side of the Northfork river,
and Jordon on the east side. Hut-
chesonville is being promoted by
Jack Bonner and Dr. Vero Hut-
cheson, both heirs of the late S.
J. Hutcheson, a pioneer resident
of this section. All three of the
new townsites are within five miles
of Norfork.

The new railroad under construc-
tion to the dam-site, leaves the
White River Division of the Mis-
souri Pacific, about a quarter-
mile above Norfork, on the east
side of the river. It dips down a
slight grade, hits the river grade
and holds to it to the dam-site.
The new heavy duty highway
leaves State Highway No. 5 about
& half-mile above town, creeps up

a sloping ridge, follows the ridge
to a point just above the dam-
site and dips down to the site. It
is expected that a highway eon-
necting Baxter and Izard counties |
will be built over the top of the
dam.

Citizens Taken by Surprise
As Boom Breaks.

The boom broke on the town so
quickly that it has been difficult
for the town administration to keep
pace with needed improvements,
because of lack of finances. Plans
are under way to take care of that
with the usual town and city taxes
next year. The town is on a new
REA line, and has splendid 24-
hour service, but no water system.
Mayor Dave Torrance says plans
are under way for a WPA system, |
which will probably be installed
in the spring. Until then, wells,
cisterns, and individual water
plants furnish the water supply.

Advocates of ‘Nice Town’

Have Won Out.

“The first big argument as to
whether the town would be a nice,
docile, friendly little town, or a
wide open hell-roaring place, came
to a head this week. Slot machines
or no slot machines. The nos won
the argument. Prosecuting Attor-
ney Bob Woods of Calico Rock ap-
peared on the scene Wednesday,
picked up all the machines, bat-
tered most of them to pieces and
confiscated the mony, Seven ma-
chines yielded more than $80.
Fifty dollars was turned over to |
‘Ward Hackler. county treasurer. |
in accordance with the law, and the
remainder went for legal fees.

Mrs. Mattie Hogan, wife of W.|
M. Hogan, first mayor of Norfork,
led the battle against the machines.
“There is no use in having laws
unless we abide by them,” she says.
They are gambling machines with

NO HELL-ROARIN’ HERE

Lower left:

e _ v i
Top: Main street of Norfork.
Mrs. Mattie L. Hogan, who led th e successful fight against slot machines.

Lower

right: Mayor Dave Torrance, who says: “We're going to have a nice town or none.”

the odds o';/ervs;rl;iliﬁii;gly in favor | Wolf house.

of the machines. I don’t think it
is right. Boys from the country
who have done a hard day’s work
come in here, thinking they will
win, and lose all they have. We're
not going to have such things in
our town.”

Many others concur with Mrs.
Hogan. Mayor Dave Torrance
says: “We're going to have a nice
town if we have any. This town

as always been a nice, peaceable

town and we're going to keep it |

that way.”

Members of the City Council in-
terviewed, concured in the idea of
keeping it ‘a’ nice town.”

Norfork One of Oldest Towns
On Upper White River.
Norfork is one of the oldest

towns in the upper White river
country. It is located at the junc-

tion of the White and Northfork|
It was first established as |

rivers.

a settlement early in 1800. Maj. |
Jacob Wolf, one of the first In- |

dian agents in north Arkansas, lo- |

cated there and opened a trading
post. He built a large two-story
log house that faced the junction
of the two rivers. This house still
stands, in good repair. It is the
oldest residence in the upper White
river valley. A few years ago citi-
zens of Northfork, assisted by resi-
dents of surrounding towns and
territory, purchased the property
on which the old hcuse siands, re-
paired and rehabilitated it, and
converted it into a memorial for the
Wolf family. During the first few

| years after the house was built, one

of the first-floor rooms was used
as the Izard county courthouse.
Izard county at that time included
what are now the counties of Izard,
Baxter, Marion and Stone coun-
ties. James Houston, brother of
the illustrious Col. Sam Houston,
was the first clerk of Izard coun-
ty, and his office was in the old

During this period, Norfork,
then named Liberty, had its first
boom. It was the county seat. It
was also the end of the Old Salt
Trail that meandered down through
the Ozarks, from Greene county,
Missouri. Manufactured goods, salt
and the other few necessities of
that period, were shipped up the
Mississippi river from New Orleans,
and up White river to Liberty. For
many years it was a distributing
point for a large inland territory.

New Athens, a new settlement,
sprang up about 20 miles below
Liberty, and gained the county
seat by a hard fight. Liberty held
its own as a trading point, how-
ever, and the only evidence left of
New Athens now are a few old
stone chimneys and stone door-
steps,

When the White River Division
of the Missouri Pacific Lines v as

constructed in 1906, the name .
the town was changed to Deveraux,
in honor of one of the railroad en-
gineers. Shortly after that, W.
M. Hogan, a former sheriff of Ran-
dolph county, who lived at Poca-
hontds, came to the then town of
Deveraux and started a tie and
mercantile business. He didn’t like
the name of Deveraux and induced
the railroad and the Postoffice De-
partment to change the name to
Norfork. Later he led a successful
fight to incorporate the town, and
wrote the town laws. His widow
led the fight against the slot ma-
chines. Pat Hogan, one of his sons,
is president of the North Little|
Rock Stockyards.

A few years later, S. J. Hutche-
son, then a farmer and landowner
of the section, moved into Norfork
with his family and opened a store.
Later he built a gin, and the town

moved forward in a small way.
Mayor Dave Torrance also was an
early citizen of the town. :
South, an early pioneer from Ken-
tucky, also lived there. His son,
Jerry

who became one of .

John L. McClellan, Camden, for-
mer congressman, will be general
chairman for the remainder of the
sessions. Pat M. Neff, Waco, Tex.,
president of Baylor University,
president of the Texas Watersheds
Association, and former governor,
will address the convention the

| first afternoon. Other speakers will

include Wade O. Martin, chairman
of the Louisiana Flood Control
Commission, and J. H. McDonald,
Muskogee, Okla.
To Inspect Dam Site.

Lamar Williamson, Monticello,
will be toastmaster at a banquet
the night of January 10. Gov.-
elect Homer M. Adkins and Gov.
Sam H. Jones, Louisiana, have been
invited.

Col. C. 8. Lynch, executive vice

president and chief engineer of the |

Arkansas Power and Light Com-
pany, will head a niotorcade to the
site of the Blakely dam on the up-
per Ouachita river, 20 miles north
of Hot Springs, Saturday morning.
Building of the Blakely dam and
the part it is expected to play in
flood control will be discussed in
the afternoon. .
At the final session the organiza-
tion, with permanent officers, is ex-
pected to be completed. Speakers
that day will include C. S. Clark,
Austin, Tex., chairman of the Texas

|State Board of Water Engineers,
|and John M. Fouts, Dallas and Fort

Worth, general manager of the
Trinity Improvement Association.,

Four-States
Flood Meet
January 10

D o

Heo{n%grﬁgsp—Notl?essz&an 0
delegates, including some of the
leading flood control and conserva-
tion experts of the Southwest, are
expected to attend the four-state
convention at the Arlington hotel
here January 10 and 11 to discuss
the flood control, soil and water
conservation in the Southwest.

One of the primary objectives, ac-
cording to W. C. McClure, Camden,
secretary of the Arkansas State
Flood Control Commission, is to dis-
cuss ways and means of organizing
a four-state compact embracing vol-
unteer citizens in all walks of life
from Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and
Oklahoma.

R. E. Overman, Little Rock, chair-

| mission, will preside over the morn-
| ing session January 10, “Arkansas
Day.”

The four-state sessions will form-
ally open that afternoon with John
I: McClellan of Camden, former
Arkansas congressman, serving as
general chairman. Other speakers
on the afternoon program will in-
clude Pat M. Neff, Waco, Tex., pres-
ident of Baylor University, president

of the Texas Watershed Association, |

and former governor of Texas; Con-
rad Glover, Sheridan, Ark.; Wade 0.
Martin, chairman of the Louisiana

north Arkansas's leading attorneys, |[Flood Control and Water Conserva-

was reared there.

Town Beautifully Lecated
In Midst of High Hills.

Norfork is beautifully located in
the heart of the high hills. It sits
in the fork of the White and
Northfork rivers. Matney moun-
tain, one of the highest r’.er moun-
tains in the region, smiles down on
it from the south side of the river.
Across White river one immediate-
ly plunges into the deep, primitive
woods and mountains of the Ozark
National Forest, which is becom-
ing one of the most popular recrea-
tion grounds of the Upper South.

It was easy to see, after inter-
viewing most of the business men
and women of the town, and the
mayor and cov cil, that while Nor-
fork is a boom town, and probably
will boom much louder than it now
is booming, it is going to continue
to be a nice town. Not a wide
open, tough, crap shootin’ tar paper
shanty town,

Flood Control
Conference

Called

Special to the Gazette. Ll L
Hot Springs, Dec.lzg.—%xzper‘%soon
flood control and conservation of
water and soil resources from Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Texas and Okla-
homa will meet here January 10-11.
The opening session will be
known as “Arkansas Day,” and will
be called to order by R. E. Over-
man, Little Rock, chairman of the
Arkansas State Flood Control Com-

mission.

|tion Committee. .

Adkins on Program. K

A banquet will be held Friday
night at the Arlington with Lamar
Williamson, Monticello, toastmaster.

Governor-elect Homer Adkins of |

Arkansas, and Governor Sam H.
Jones of Louisiana are expected.
Saturday morning Col. C. 8.
Lynch, executive vice president of
the Arkansas Power & Light Com-
pany, is scheduled to head a motor-

cade to the Blakely dam site on the |

Ouachita river north of Hot Springs.

Speakers on the Saturday program
will include: C. S. Clark, Austin,
Tex., chairman of the Texas State
Board of Water Engineers, and John
M. Fouts of Dallas and Fort Worth,
general manager of the Trinity Im-
provement Association. It was Fouts
who first suggested the four-states
meeting. Adjournment will follow
an open forum.

Invitations have been extended the
eight senators and 44 congressmen
representing the four states in
Washington.

Members of the U. S. Engineer
Corps of Little Rock, Tulsa, Vicks-
burg, New Orleans and Houston also
are expected to be represented,
while the Farm Bureau, the National

Grange, and other groups represent- |
ing organized agriculture have been

extended invitations.
State and U. S. forest officials are
also expected.

NewFlood
Plan Would
Please Many

Gazetie 12-22-40

A recommendation of the Mis-
sissippi River Flood Control Asso-
ciation that the proposed Eudora

man of the State Flocd Control Com- |

floodway in Southe4.. Arkansas be
‘abandoned and the levees raised to
a height capable of withstanding
any “superflood” would “solve the
problems of southeast Arkansas
residents” who have vigorously op-
posed the plan, C. S. Christian,
chief engineer of the state Flood
Control Commission, said yester-
day. Mr. Christian attended a meet-
ing of the association in New Or--
leans last week.

The association proposed that
levees, especially on the Arkansas
and Louisiana side, be raised a
| minimum of three feet to bring
them to height of levees in Mis-
sissippi. These enlarged levee could
withstand a flood stage even higher
than those of 1927 and 1937, the
association said.

Under the floodway plan, flood
waters from the Mississippi would
be diverted into an area 125 miles
long and 15 miles wide, including
parts of Desha and Chicot counties,
to lower the crest on the river.
Property owners filed suits for
| damages totaling $50,000,000, claim=-
ing the: value of their property
'had been injured by the flood con-
|tx'ol program. In a test suit, the
fSupreme Court reversed a lower
|court award of damages to one of
'the property owners, holding the
proposed floodway had benefited
the property. |

Saving Would Be Effected.

Mr. Christian said Congress au-
thorized the expenditure of $103,-
000.000 on the proposed floodway.
Raising the levees would cost only'
$40,000,000, leaving $63,000,000 to. be
used to control backwater in Ar-
kansas, Mississippi and Louisiana,
he said.

The construction of 13 cut-offs.
| between the mouth of the Arkan-
sas and Red rivers had shortened
the channei of the Mississippi river
113 miles, spceding the flow of the
current. in flood time, this tends
to lower the ciest, he said, doing
away with the need for the flood-|
way.
| Mr. Christian said Senator Over-
‘ton of Louisiana, president of the!
association, would introduce a bill |
in Congreas next year to abandohi
the floodway and substitute the en-
larged levees as the best method of
~eontroling Mississippi river floods.

iBlakely Dam
InAVAIs

Proposal

| Gazethe 12«22«40

Revocation of the Arkansas Pow-
er and Light Company’'s license
to build Blakely mountain dam on
Ouachita river in Garland county
and inclusion of the Blakely dam
in a proposed Arkansas Valley
Authority, was asked by the Mont-
gomery County Lions-Club at a
meeting Thursday night, it was an-
| nounced yesterday.

With one dissenting vote the club
adopted a resolution asking the
Federal Power Commission to re-
voke the license and to “exert all
powers at its disposal to bring
about immediate construction” of
the dam.

Congressman Clyde T. Ellis of
Bentonville, who is drafting a bill
to create an Arkansas Valley
Authority, is said to favor includ-
ing Blakely dam.

State Representative Fred Jones
introduced the resolution, which
was seconded by John Beavers,
cashier of the Bank of Montgom-
ery county. L. J. Pinkerton is
club president.

Early Development Sought.

The resolution said: “The peo-
ple of Arkansas in general and of
Montgomery county in particular
feel that the early .development of
the Ouachita area will greatly im-
prove their economic ,welfare by
encouraging industry to take ad-
vantage of the electrical energy
produced by such development as
well as the great coal, timber and
oil resources of the area.”

It was contended that:

Great need exists for flood con-
trol on the Red, Arkansas, White
and Ouachita rivers.

Those rivers could be made mavi-
gable by proper flood control and
thereby provide cheap water
transportation for a great agricul-

| tural and manufacturing area.

| Water impounded could be used
for irrigation of rice fields and

| to generate electrical energy.

| The federal government owns

- much of the Ouachita area, which

- is becoming rapidly a “great rec-
reational area.”

The area has military importance

. because of its strategic, inland

- location. ;




