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Conway, Feb. 23.—Cato, in south-

eastern Faulkner county near the Pu-

laski line, has hopes of becoming an
;“o,'lI and. gas field, Ralph B. Harrell,
ginner and landowner of that communi-
ty, said here today. With 11,000 acres
‘blocked in leases in the vicinity of
 Cato, R. C. Smith of Morningsport, La.,
an oil producer, is making shallow tests
with & spudding rig to check the struc-
‘ture, and next summer will bring in a
standard drilling rig for a deep test,
Mr. Harrell said. Cato is 13 miles
southwest of Cabot, where gas flows
‘from ordinary wells and where drilling
is in progress. o
' While Mr. Harrell was drilling a
w‘ntgr,well for his gin last August a gas
sand 20 feet' thick was struck at 134
feet. Pressure was estimated at 50 to
90 pounds. At a depth of 252 feet an
oil sand one and a half inches thick
was discovered.
appeared,
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l;)lans Mage to_Drill
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i’ﬂ“ﬁ’&iﬁ edst ™ Ta ner
Conway—According to a report.
Saturday by Ralph R. Harrell,pgin
owner and landowner, drilling of a
deep test for oil and gas in the Cato

field, some 20 miles southeast of |
Conway, will begin in the near fu-
I
|

ture, and R. C. Smith, Moorings-
port( La.) oil producer, will be tghe
sponsor. Mr. Smith’s geologist is to
arrive Monday to make tests to de-
::sﬁr.ni?e tl'llje skite of the well, fo |

ich a Parkersburg rig equippea |
to drill 5,000 feet, will be irosidgg. i
neI:IIi; Harrell iagi ‘Mr. Smith’s ill- |
\ as prevented work i
an%f'gaasctest. g OIIJ

ato field attracted noti

last August when a water well h:\‘i
134 feet uncovered - a gas sand
where pressure was so strong that’
a columq of water was thrown over
ttxe drilling rig. Drilling was con-
tinued to 252 feet, where what ap-
pbarently was an oil sand, was found.
Mr. Harrell then began the as-
sembly of leases and his total stands
at 12,000 acres. He consulted Mr.
Smith and Dr. Ed Blousche, Tulsa
geologist, was sent to Cato for a
four-day survey. In the second well, ‘
gas sand was found at 114 feet, |

According to Mr. Harrell, no stock |
company is proposed and no offer-
ing of stock will be made the pub-
lic. Lan_downers retain a one-eighth
royalty interest in leases.

Test Vil Well to Be Drilled On
Faulkner-Pulaski Line.
——Buif=38

Special to the Gazette. d
Conway, Aug. 15—With a rig on,the

ground drilling of the first deep oil
test in the Cato field, 20 miles south-
east of Conway on the Faulkner-Pu-
laski county line, will be started with-'
in 30 days, R. R. Harrell of Cato said
here today.

The location is in the southeast quar-
ter of the southeast quarter of Section
| 35-4-12, Faulkner county, on a tract
| belonging to Mr, Harrell. The well will
'be. within’ 200 yards of the Pulaski
line, and most of the 12,000-acre block
| of leases obtained for the test lies in
| Pulaski county.
| A group of Little Ragck and Faulkner
county business men, incorporated as
[the Atoka Gas and Oil Company, is
financing the venture.

The rig is a modern outfit capable of
!drm'mg 5,000 feet. C. J. Emreich, a
| Pennsylvania driller of 45 years’ ex-
i perience, will be in charge.

" The Cato structure has been sur-

veyed by many geologists, all of whom
| have found indications favorable to oil.

Col. C. W. Adams of Texarkana, a for-
| mer government geologist and one of
| most recent to examine the field, dis-
| covered an oil seepage two miles from
ithe site selected for drilling, which he
| selected after determining the pitch of
! the strata from the seepage.

Oil Showings Reported on New
Well at Cato.
38—

Special to the Gazette.
pf’:onway, Oct, 8.—With many en-

couraging surface and shallow well in-
N anized Cato
d start

dications, the newly org
Oil Company lias made a g00

on a deep well test at Cato, R. R

Harrell, secretary and general manager.

of the company, said today.

The well, spudded in
reached 100 feet with a 12-inch hole
and 12-inch casing

dard rig, with

3,500 feet, is
and E. O.

35-4-12,

Several thousand acres of leases on‘[
both sides of the Pulaski-Faulkner line |
by Mr. Harrell to-
whose capital stock
No stock ‘is

| have been assigned
| the new company,
of $5,000 is all ‘paid in.
for sale, he said.
Other officers of

il Test Will Be Drilled at Cato,

1131-', Joe C. Shuffield, Little Rock, presi- (and North Little Rock business men|

dent; John C. Riley, Little Rock, vice to finance completion of the Ha.rrellvr
president, and Sam Adkisson, Mount 8as and oil test at Cato, Ralph H
Vernon, and R. C. Smith, Moorings- Harrell, president of the Cato Oil and
e N TR Gas Company, said durin a visit
port, La., directors. Mr. Ril L. i i g %
E. Moore, a “stock: older, lrfgv:n geen here ‘today. Funds will be provided
operating in the Lisbon (La.) oil field, |{0F the purchase of 2,400 feet of cas-
and Mr. Smith owns seven producing |.L» he said. Due to heavy gas pres-

A good showing of oil |

wells near Shreveport, € lsure considerable caving has occurre

Drilling of Test Wel
1158 Mart.

J. R. Lockhart, oil field operator, will
begin drilling & test well on a recently
acquired block of land in southeastern
Faulkner county and northern Pulaski
county as soon as drilling rig arives,
lessees of the block said yesterday.
The block is in Township 5, Range 11
west, Faulkner county, and is slightly
southeast of Vilonia. It adjoins the
Russell block where a test well is being
drilled.

The site of the proposed well is

about seven miles northwest of Cabot.

Geod Pr;;res:vl(eported in Oil
Test Near Cato.

Special to the Gazette :1-21"‘59
| Conway, Jan. 20.—Good progress is
/| being made on the oil test at Cato, fol-
lowing a three weeks’ delay by a fish-
ing job for a lost bit, R. R. Harrell,
president of the drilling company, re-
ported today. He said that from 25 to
40 feet a day is being drilled and a
depth of 1,100 feet has been reached.
Gas pockets are penetrated frequent-
ly. “Judging from the geological studies
that have been made we expect to pick|
up a productive sand at around 1,300
to 1,400 feet, although we are prepared
to drill much deeper if necessary, Mr.
Harrell said.

_lin the well during the several wee

drilling has been suspended, Mr. Har
rell said, and a week or more ma,
be required to clean out the hole
before casing can be set.

He said he had received severa.
propositions from major oil concern
to finance completion of the well|
but decided to keep the company in-
dependent if possible. He expressed
confidence that a commercial gas field|
will be developed at Cato.

PLANS PREPARED
SHOULD NEW GAS
SUPPLY DEVELOP

8-6-39
cazette

Based on Hope

Of
The photographs, taken by a Gazette
ireporter yesterday, illustrate two of the |
inatural phenomena that have gotton |
iresidents of morthern Pulaski county all |
excited.
At the left, Ralph H. Harrell accom- |
modatingly fried an egg for the report-

Cato Project.

Possibility of a cheaper natural gas

“Gazette 10-1l-

supply for Little Rock if a new field

at Cato, 15 ‘miles north of the city, |
| develops sufficiently to provide an ade- ‘
| quate quantity, as its sponsors believe

Gas Pressure

er's benefit by igniting gas that flows
through a pipe that was supposed to
furnish water for his gin at Cato, The
pond at Mr. Harrell’s gin is fed from a
well. Recently the well was deepened

last week, has

has been placed!
at that depth. A Parkersburgh stan-|
cable sufficient to drill]
being used. J. E. Emrick
Lynn are in charge. The
well is -nearly on the line between
Faulkner and Pulaski counties, on Mr.
Harrell's land, in the southwest quarter
of the southwest quarter of section

Strong in Cato
Oil Test

6-27-39

Bpecial to the Gazette. z

Cato, June 26. — Residents of this
small rural community, just over the
Pulaski line in southeast Faulkner coun-
ty, have refused to get unduly excited
over the prospect “of oil as operators
sank the Harrell No. 1 nearer and near-
er pay sand the past year. -But today
the 150 residents of the village were
confident that success will crown the
efforts of Ralph Harrell and his asso-
ciates, come what may in the next 100
feet of drilling.

Gas pressure at the well was esti-
mated at 1,000 pounds today, and was
increasing constantly. = Drillers have|
penctrated only three feet of a lime |
stratum they believe to be many feet|

thick, but already the gas pressure is so‘i
%

great that this ‘community is believe
assured of a permanent natural gas
supply, even if oil never is reached.
Well Down 2,370 Feet.
However, it's heresy to mention to Mr.
Harrell the possibility of oil not being

struck. Two years of effort have gone |

into punching a 2,370-foot hole in the

middle of his cow pasture. Drilling was
begun only last fall, but the assembling
of a 12,000-acre block to protect the,
property of residents in the section and
to make entry of a major oil company
attractive if oil were struck, required
| considerable work. Just below 900 feet
| the drill stem was lost, and two weeks
drilling time was lost. Other delays have
resulted.

Gas pressure of 100 pounds was re-

lime structure was penetrated.

pressure increased to an estimated 1,000
pounds. Drilling immediately was halt-
| ed, pending laying of- casing. Purchase
| of the casing became necessary to pre-
| vent the increasing liquid gas from
“ saturating the walls of the well, which
| might cause them to crumble.
| A.Z. Blankenship, Oklahoma geologist
' on the job, said he expected production
" after penetration of 100 fect of the
| Dutcher sand, which he believes lies un-
"der the lime. Formations thus far have
checked with fault findings reported by
‘| Munn & Munn, Texarkana geologists,
Last fall Mr. Harrell amazed. a news-
| paper man by frying an egg on a gas
lflame emanating from his water well,
several hundred yards from-the oil test.
The present gas supply is sufficient to
fry egss for all Little Rock.

Harrell Test
AtCato Will
Be Completed

the company 8re|o ... i Gagette, | =RO=09

_ Conway, July 25.—Arrangements
have been completed with Little Rock

to 234 feet and began to yield gas as

it will, was disclosed yesterday.
" A group of Little Rock business men well as water. When the photograph
iwas taken a fierce blye flame was burn-

| obtained an option to purchase, at four jing directly below the frying pan but

| cents per 1,000 cubic feet, the output |the flame would not photograph. It

{ 2 :
l.of the Cato field, located in Faulkner |Tequired less than.a minute to fry ‘the)
egg

1‘county 100 vards from the Pulaskii < = :
| county line. Officiais of the Cato Oil | Driller Believes Cato Field
Company say they expect to develoij“ Great Possibilities.

Mr. Harrell was enthusiastic over the

intg a large natural ; field. l
prospects of the Cato field. The Har-

Ralph R. Hari_.. z:nera_l manager
and secretary of the Cato Oil Company f,.e); No, 1 well Friday night was mak-

and driller of the Harrell No. 1 gas
well in the 12,000-acre Cato field, said
a contract- has been signed oy

company and Verne McMillan, Little
Rock lawyer, as trustee for a group
of Little Rock business men, whereby
the Little Rock group has obtained an
option to huy a minimum of 100,000,000

| tag what he estimated at 5,000,000 cubic
| feet. of gas a day. He sa.d pressure was
| estimated at 1,200 pounds, although the
| drillers have not permitted the well to

reach that figure. The well builds up |

38

sumer could ask. The pipe leads di-
rectly from the pump. at the well

The gin is a quarter-mile from. the
Harrel No. 1 oil test which Mr, Harrell
is just spudding in. It is said that the
gin lies in what geologists call “The
Big Basin” where three tests are sched-
uled for drilling -if the Harrell No, 1
fails to show at 2,000 feet.

The -photograph at the right shaws
the fierce flame caused by an oily sub-
stance that comes from a “water well
thas has been in service 65 years, at
the store and filling station of George
Dorsey at the intersection of -the old
Hammondsville and = Olmstead roads.
The ‘well was about 25 feet deep but
recently its supply began to fail and

—Gazette Staff Photos.

‘was struck but it carried an oily film
that made it unuseable. - Another well
was dug on the opposite side of the
store building and it yielded the same
oily substance. A third well was start-
ed at the rear of the house yesterday.
The oily substance produced by the:
well burns readily as is shown in the
photograph. Used as fuel it has oper-
ated automobiles. Mr. Dorsey is con-
vinced that the stuff is not coming
from his gasoline tanks because re-
cently he had them all excavated and
tested with compressed air. None
showed a leak. . d

Behind the well is George Wycoff,
Little Rock - business man, who has
leased more than 10,000 acres in the

as hard as the most exacting con-git was deepened. A new vein of water."'ect,ion;

Cato Well
Flowing But
Pressure Low

100 pounds pressure on gauge in 30

minutes and is not allowed to go higher |

than 200 pounds as the casing must be

1 .

When | that] the Little Rock company shall be- |

ported when the first foot of the present |/ Mr,
the well was sunk two feet deeper, the gini-l

cubic. feet of gas a month from the .
~ompany at four cents per 1,000 cubic |
set. J 4

He reported the option was exercis-
ble when the company proves it has
11 of 10,000,000 cubic feet a day
capacity. He said the Little Rock busi-|
ness men put up $2,500 to complete |

the well in exchange for the option.|p. joe shuffield, Little Rock, presi:
Gas From Cato Well to Be Use..

cemented: in, Mr. Harrell said.

A crew from an El Dorade company
will arrive this week to perform this
squeeze job, Mr. Harrell said. The well
now is bottom= 8y 2,300 feet, and- the
flame from the well rises 40 feet,
the driller reported.

a
a we

e "“president; Mr. Harrell, with Sam At-
As Dl’lllmg Fuel. kinson of Mount Vernon, and Tom F.
—_— ' Digby of North Little Rock as direc~
Special to the Gazette L Om 2 0= 38 tors. Stockholders inciude Dallas Hern-
Cato, Oct, 28.—So much gas has de- don, L. E. Moore and E. F. Czichos, all
veloped in the Harrell No. 1 well being of Little Rock. ! .
| drilled here that the onerator, Ralph H, It was estimated thab a 15-mile pipe-
Harrell, announced toc. 7 that he would line from the field to Little Rock
attempt to set tubing and use the gas Would cost from $50,000 fo $60,000.
| for fuel in continuing drilling. The rate charged by the .Arkansas-
The gas developed between 190 and Louisiana Gas Company now is 55
900 feet in what Mr. Harrell said he CEnts Per 1,000 feet. The company also
believed was the Fayetteville shale. has an optional rate, $1.50 for the first
The Coker well, two and thres-four'l 1,000 feet, 55 cents for the next 2,000
miles northeast of here and a muie no. /2
|| of Olmstead, scene of recent water well
| trouble, is spudding in at about 3 o P b3 :
' Sl oo il bt f,ef_t,_Casmg Repaired, Replaced In
arrell said the contract specifies| >
. Well at Cato.

8 ying a pipeline from Cato to Lit-| T8 O 59—

Uie Rock, a distance of 15 miles, within | 8pecial to the Gazette.

|30 days after the reguisite pressure is!| Cato, Dec. 9.—The Cato Oil Co.
"assured. The contract also proxvides-that!has resumed operation in its Ralph
the Little Rock group must pay the|Harrell well, located in Section 35,
Cato ‘company £1,500 a _ month six ‘township 4 North, range 12 west, in
months afier the gas starts flowing Faulkner county. :

at the 100,000,000 feet a month con- (The well was drilled into fhe gas
tract rate whether the Little &(&*k com- paying horizon several months ago
pany accepts it or not. A ‘and showed as a producer of 3,000,000
! % 4 - feet of gas per day and persistently
. Option Signed For

| = flowed at that.rate unti} casing trouble
Little Rock Businegs Men. ideveloped which permitted water to

enter the well and check the flow of
 Mr. McMillan ‘admitted last night {gas. Since operations have been re-|
that he had signed the option as trus- J.sumed, the casing which caused the
. tee for a group of Little Rock business |

i

water trouble has been pulled from the
men, whose names he said he could (well and the defective part replaced.
not reveal, He said the Little Rock | The casing mow is being returned to

group planned to buy the gas for resale ithe well. Tt will be reseated and set
in [little Rock. ito hold off the water, and the produc-

Asked about plans for distribution, |ton of gas will be resumed. )
] Many oil men and geologists have

My, McMil eplied: “The first object ;
I8 m*bbtaixligﬁ“‘rsh%bly. Distribution%’laﬁs | predicted that a considerable area
will come later.” He reiused to say ﬁuynder, and around the Harrell well is
whether the Little Rock group planued productive oil and gas land. The well
to construct its own distribution system |is at the town of Cato 18 miles north
or seek to purchase the system of the ©f Liftie Rock.

rkansas-Louisiana Gas Company.

Mr. Harrell said the Arkansas-Louisi-
ana Gas Company offered to purchase
the entire output of the field at four '
cents per 1,000 but that he refused the
offer.

The Cato Oil Company is headed by !

dent; John R. Riley, Little Rock, vice!

,“:‘ feet, 40 cents for the next 7,000 feei
and 30 cents for all over 10,000 feet.

2221 40

Special to the Gazette.
Cato, March 30.—The Harrell No.

| 1, gas test here, which suddenly went
into reverse yesterday, resumed its
outward flow at 3 a. m. today, but

with greatly reduced pressure.

Cause of the phenomenon remained
a mystery to Ralph Harrell, oper.tor
of the well; Dr. George C. Branner,
state geologist, and W. T. Munn, Tex-
| arkana geologist. Dr. Branner and

Mr. Munn inspected the well today

after the suction had ceased and flow

of gas had been restored. It was the
consensus that the ‘suction was
caused by a pocket created by a cave-
in back of the casing. They theorized
that the drainage of the water at the
bottom of the 2,538-foot shaft com-
pleted the vacuum caused by the

pocket. When the pocket was filled,|

the suction ceased and the flow of gas
outward was resumed.

Mr. Harrell capped the well last
' night to prevent too much oxygen
from entering the hole. The intake
ceased at 3 a. m. today, and the flare
began burning again at 10 a. m.
Mr. Harrell estimated that his pres-
sure at 4 p. m. was 20 pounds on
casing.

Continued Drilling Urged.

Dr. Branner and Mr. Munn urged
Mr. Harrell to continue drilling to-
ward the sandstone which outcrop-

pings have indicated lie below the |

present depth. Mr. Harrell said he will
wait two days to detérmine if there
is any increase in pressure or other
change and then will continue drill-
i ing. He estimated that 30 working

days will be required to place him at |

the 3,000-foot level, where he expects
a strong gas pressure. An 80-foot gas
stratum is indicated by the outcrop-
pings at the 3,000-foot depth.

Cato Gasser
Goesl nto

Reverse
3-30-40
8pecial to the Gazette.
Cato,

/well here, reported tonight that the
| well’s powerful pressure suddenly went
| into reverse at 5:30 p. m. today, neces=
| sitating capping of the well overnight, |
| pending a study of the cause of the|
| phenomenon. NS T
Pressure had been sufficient to
raise the water 1,000 to 1,500 feet,
| assisting drillers in cleaning the well
of the last of its water. Mr. Harrell
reported the well was completed as a
| gasser - last Friday and he had spent
! this week preparing it for production
at the 2,538-foot leve. He planned to
continue drilling to 3,000 feet after
preparing it for production from the
present level, He estimated it was
ready to make $3,000,000 feet. a day.
Mr. Harrell said that he was unable
| to explain the sudden reversal. He
| reported the situation to Dr. George
| C. Branner, state geologist. |
l Other Wells to Be Checked. i
{ Mr. Harrell said that he wil linvesti-
| gate to see if any other wildcats in
| this " territory had been brought in
today or had experienced any consid-
| erable increase in pressure. The only
Eother wildcat known to be active is
|the Russell well, 12 miles north of
here, which was at 2,270 feet when
| last reported. However, a fault lies |
| between the two, and it was said that |
it was improbable the Russell will|
could have caused the suction on the |
Cato well. A well was drilled at Olm-
stead, five miles from here, but it/
was reported abandoned at 1,800 feet.
The well was capped to prevent the
oxygn in the air from entering the
hole, as an explosion might result if
‘the gas and oxygen mixed under-
i ground and became ignited. |

' Drilling to Be Resumed on Oil
Test at Cato.
Special to the Gazette. E o 5-40
Conway, May 2 —After several
months interruption, drilling has been
resumed in the oil and gas test well
at Cato, Ralph R. Harrell, president
of the Cato Oil and Gas Company,
said here today.
l Drilling was resumed at 2,538 feet.
Mr. Harrell said he had funds to car-
| ry the well to 3,000 feet, where geolo~
gists predicted a soft sand about 80
feet thick will be encountered.

Test Well at Cato Reported
Down 1,650 Feet. o]

Special to the éa;éme? 7 ’;O

Conway, May 25.—The drill in the
test well at Cato, on the Faulkner-
Pulaski county line, has reached a
depth of 2,650 feet. and is making
steady progress, R. R. Harrell, head
of the company making the test, said
today. Drilling continues in a sandy
shale with a considerable increase in

| the flow of gas noted during t * Arill-
| ing of the last 50 fect, it v aid.
Drilling ranges from 27 to feet.

a -day.

March 20—Ralph Harrell,

operator of the Harrell No. 1 gas test|
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way Franchise May

Extended--Confer-
- ence Under Way.
Conway, Oct. 19.—(Special.)—

P

—

ke s~

|learned jriat leases Are Dbeing
over a 'ge area of the county.
A geologist, who has spent about
two months making a survey of gas
and oil possibilities in. this territory,
is completing his work. ' He spent to-
day in the Southeast corner of the
county. Previously he had surveyed
two structures in the northern part
|of the county, including the one upon
‘which Pittsburgh Interests, represented
by E. A. Becker, drilled to a depth
of 4,000 feet in the vicinity of Lin-
der. Both the geologist ant H. Elam,
who 1s obtalning the leases, declined
to divulge the identity of the comcern
they represent, but sald it was a
large and well known company.

Drilling at Faulkner County Oil
Tes; y Be Resgmed
Speéfal to the (;azette. /’/ "
Conway, March 10.—Plans dre being
made to reorganize the company and
resume drilling in the Stermer test
well, eight miles south of Conway, at
|20 early date, Dr. D. L. Bower of Lit.
tle Rock, head of the ‘Gold Creek Oil
:?dthcem:e (Eoﬁupazlx)y, sald today. Work

8t has been sus
early last winter. vaRg e s

Drilling of Stermer Test Will Be
9 Resumed Wednesday.
Speci®? to the Gazette. Y /?>8

Conway, May 16.—A crew %will start
work repalring the power plant Mon-
day and drilling will start at the Ster-

¢ Gas by October 1.
; Sph o the Gazette. "/ %’f/
egQiivocal

1€¢nway’s chances of having natural
gas’ for domestic and industrial use [(—— . .
| will depend upon the outcome of con- |l e
 ferences now in progress at New York |¢ i
between officers of the Cities Service |1 U{)
Company, the parent company of the |”
Public Utilities Corporation, and the A
{Natural Gas and Fuel Company, tNATURA GA 7 i
| which operate in Arkansas and Ok- |1
‘|lahoma. G. D. Donathan, chief en- |3
i gineer ofhthl;a hPlllé)lichUtCilities Ccfxrpo-
ation, which holds the Conway fran- | . s o .
chiie,blsaid thgt son‘;e : announceme]l‘t 1C0rp0ratlon' 0ff|C|a|S Pr0m|se
| probably will be made at the conclu- . g
sion of these conferences. Lines Will Open Octo-
As stt;xz':lxluéed in st2l83 o(f)l(‘)anghis; ur];d : ber 1
guaranteer y a ki ond, the ¢ n
corporation was to instait a distribu- 3 ‘/’W
tion. system by November 1. How-
er, as no construction has been un- [] Special to the Gazette.
dertaken,  that will be impossible of Conway, June 14-—Renewed assur-
compliance. ¥ ance that an ample supply of gas
© With three gassers already tapped |l would be available for Conway con-
in the Clarksville field, the corpora- |{sumers by next October 1 was given
tion will drill on a block of acreage | here today by a party of officials of
in the vicinity of London, in Pope |, the Arkensas Natural Gas Corporation,
county. Mr. Donathan has gone there |  through whose pipe lines the Public
with Wayne Fletcher, resident engi-| Utilities Corporation of Arkansas will
neer, to select the site for the test |, supply this and other cities along the
well. new line to be constructed from Clarks-
- The city council has not received |, ville to Little Rock.
a request for an extension of time, and Laying of pipe will begin as soon as
the city government will therefore |° the right of way, on which a party of
await official word before taking ac- | engineers is now working, is complet-
tion. However, the grant of further
{ time would likely be acceptable to the
citizenship, as the service is much de-
| sired for the city.

Cenway Is Prom sed Supply of

. Conway, April 21—An un
promise that gas would be supplied to
Conway “without fail” by October 1,
the date set in the franchise granted
by the Conway Cit{ Council to the
Public Utilities Corporation of Arkan-
sas, was contained in letters received
“heléc;'tqdny by Mayor H. D. Russell and
the Log Cabin Democrat from John W.
Lee of El Dorado. ' -

Detalls incident to the merger of
‘three large utilities with the Doherty
Antefests, owneérs of the Public Utllities
Corporation, have delayed the begin-
ﬁ!l}s f construction on the gas supply
| imq‘,eﬁﬁ'“mee ‘wrote. F 4

WORK STARTED ON
~ CONWAY GAS LINE

ed, and the approximately 100 miles mer oil test of the Gold Creek Oil and
of line between Clarksville and Little Gas Company by next Wednesday, it

Rock can be laid within 45 to 60 days,
it was said. .

“We are going to builld a pipe un*
from Little Rock to Clarksville, using
steel mains of at least 10 inches in
diameter, and having a capacity of sev-
eral hundred pounds pressure to the
inch,” Mr. Harris saild. “When it is|
completed Conway will-be in a fortu-
nate position, being able to draw gas
from either direction, as may be re-
quired.”

Showing of Oil -IsrrrReported in
(Stermer Well.

Special to the Gazette. 7 f-z

Conway, Aug. 7.—Showings of ol
were reported when the Stermer test,
eight miles south of Conway, was
bailed yesterday afternoon in the pre-
sence of 50 or more persons from Lit-
tle Rock and Conway. :

The bailer was sent'down by Driller
Henry Coy four times and each time
it brought up crude petroleum. At the
suggestion of Mr. Coy and J. A. Bur-
dell, a former Oklahoma oil man, bail-
ing was stopped for fear the well might

care of it.

Dr. D. L. Bower, who is conducting
the test, expressed the opinion that
the well, which is now 3,462 feet deep,

Public Utilities Plan to Supply
Fuel to Little = ~ '

| %%‘”& chk5 _‘/‘71; .

8pecial to the Gazette. o

Conway, Jun 6.—Aetual construction
has begun on: the supply, line of the
Public Utilities Corporation of Arkan-
sas which will furnish Conway with
natural gas and which it is planned
eventually to connect Little Rock with
the Clarksville field. g

This was the information receive)
today by Mayor H. D. Russell in a tel-
ephone conversation with John W. Lee
of El Dorado, one of the officers of tha
corporation.

The line will be laid through from
the Clarksville gas field to Little Rock,
Mr. Lee said. In this way gas can b

~ stration will be given at the Gold

is within a few feet of a producing
oil sand. Drilling is being held up
pending repairs on the mac.inery auu

blow in with no preparations to take]||

was announced today by Dr. D. L.
. Bower and Robert Coker of Little Reck,
officers of the .developing company.
The test well is located off the Little
Roek pike eight miles south of Con-
way.

—_—

Drilling Started Again in OId
% Sgermer Oil Hole.

Specié to the Gazette. ‘su%f

Conway, May 29.—After cleanidg out
the well at the Stermer oil test eight
miles south of Conway, drilling has
progressed in the new hole to a depth:
of more than 2,900 feet, Dr. D. L. Bower
and Maj. Robert Coker of the 'Gold
Creek' Oil and Gas Company stated
here today.

The old hole, which had reached a
/depth of 3,347 feet, was blocked last
fall when the tools were lost in it.

WORK RUSHED ON
CONWAY GAS LINE

Supply May Come From
Clarksville Field Instead

fin_anglal arrangements it was said.

Well in Faulkner C;)unty to Be
g {5 Bailed Wednesday.
o B g

| A -third and final bailing demon-

Creek Oil and Gas Company’s-Stermer
No. 1, between Mayflower and Con-
‘way, in Faulkner county, at 3:30 p. m.
1(\;Vednesday, it was announced yester-
ay. ]
Casing has been set in' this well at
3,198 feet and the hole has been
drilled to 3,462 feet. Bailing demon- |
strations were given August 3 and Au-
gust 6, and officers of the company
reported there was a showing of oil
each time. -

The well is being drilled by a Cal-
ifornia cable rig duplicate equipment,
and the company owns more than 15,-
000 acres in leases in a block around

of Little Rock.

/
Special to the Gazette. Li{/p’f’f 4 i
zrobabi

Conway, Sept. 3—f ty that

gas from the Clarksville field from the

temporarily from Little Rock, was in-
dicated when it was learned todas that
construction of the supply line from

tween Conway and Little Rock, by the
Public Utilities Corporation of Arkan-
sas, holders of a natural gas franchise
here.

The Public Utilities Corporation. of
| Arkansas is a subsidiary of the Arkan-
sas Natural Gas Corporation. which
supplies Little Rock and numerous

supplied to consumers both at Conway
and Little Rock either frem the Louls-

the well.

south and southwest Arkansas cities
with gas.

jana or the Clarksville fields.

Mr. Lee said that engineers and a
corps of workmen began the work of
securing and clearing the right of way
near Little Rock yesterday and are
working toward Conway. |

‘Mayor Russell stated that the officlal
assured him that natural gas would be
- available for use in Conway not later
than October 1. The Corporation post-
ed a $30,000 surety bond with the city

Dr{lling Is Resumed at Test in

" Eaulkner Count‘y. ’
Specttl to the Gazette. /,"7‘2"3

Conway, June 14.—Setting of ap-
proximately 3,000 feet of 6 5-8 inch cas-
ing in the Stermer test well eight miles

'south of Conway was completed yester-
day by the Gold Creek Oil and Gas
Company, and drilling was resumed

~today, 1t was saild by Jacob R. Halm,
fp_meer of the company. The drill-

- ing, he said, will-now proceed without

in iption to the 3,347-foot level,

Drilling Operations. at Stermer
Test Resumed.

# — {57

Special to the Gazette, Cit*T A7 /724

Conway, Aug. 28.—Drilling operations
of the Gold Creek Oil and Gas Com-
pany on the Stermer No. 1 well eight
miles south of Conway, which has
been suspended for several weeks, were
resumed this afternoon. Strong show-
ing of oil had been developed when
the work was suspended, it was re-
ported, and those interested in the
test expressed confidence that a pro-
ducing well would be brought in. A
new band wheel has just been com-
pleted and other repairs made, so that
the present equipment s capable of
drilling 4,200 feet.

i 5 %

S

Conway will be supplied with natural ‘

beginning of service here, rather than |

Conway to Clarksville was to be car- |
ried on simultaneously with that be- |

y

10 CONWAY BEGUN

| Natural Gas L-inevFrom Little
Rock to Be Ready hy
October 1. 7.

g

.)Y-

Bpecial to the Gazetto.éﬁ

Conway, 8Sept. 1—Renewing the
promise that natural gas would be
available to Conway consumers by Oc-
tober 1, in accordance with. the terms
of the franchise granted by the City
Council to the Public Utilities Cor-
poration of Arkansas, representatives of
that company announced here today
that construction work was begun at
Mayflower, 10 miles south of Conway,
this morning, and that the laying of
gas mains connecting Little Rock and
Conway would be well under way by
the middle of next week.

Two crews of about 30 men were put
to work clearing right-of-way in the
vicinity of Mayflower today, it weas
said by L. W. Young of Shreveport,
general superintendent of construction
of the pipe lines, and Wayne Fletcher,
iwho will be in charge of the Conway
construction office.
| Forty-three carloads of 10-inch
| mains, aggregating approximately 120,.-
| 000 feet, were shipped from a pipe
foundrv at Lorraine, O., August 28 and
29. Thirteen cars were consigned to
Camp Pike, 12 to Mayflower, seven to
Marche, five to Gold Creek and six
to Conway, to be unloaded at points
most convenien® to the line. The cars
are expected to arrive Tuesday. Upon
their arrival, pipe-laying crews will be
started at (ifferent points  between
Conway and Wittle Rock, and the work
will be rushed.

Two large trenching machines to be
used in cutting ditches for laying the
mains were shipped Thursday from
Shreveport, and are expected here to-
morrow. At least 200 men will be em-
ployed when the work gets into full
swing next week.

Fletcher said that while gas will be
supplied to Conway from the Louisiana
fields by way of Little Rock for two or
three months, eventually the supply
wiil come from the new field at Clarks-
ville, with the gas from the Clarksville
field vassing through Conway on its
way to Little Rock.

‘prevall ng in Conway, is ex]

result in the Russellville rate
ing effective here. The Cons
chise granted to the same corporation
provided that there should be no dis-
crimination in rates as between Rus-
sellville, Morrilton, Atkins and Conway.
As the corporation plans to begin
supplying gas in Russellville within 90
to 120 days, it is considered likely
a similar schedule of rates will be put
in effect here at that time. The gen-
eral offices of the corporation, however.
are in Shreveport, La., and no repre-
sentative here was authorized to n
a statement. - i

in Faulkner County.

Special to the Gazette. :

Conway, Aug. 10.—The Magnolia
'Petroleurn Company has leases on oil,
gas and mineral rights on approxi-
mately 4,250 acres in Faulkner coun-
ty, it was learned at the office of Cir-
cuilt Clerk H. W. Montgomery here to-
day. Practically all leases lie in a rec-
tangular stretch one mile wide, run-
ning east and west approximately 10
miles along Cadron Ridge, one mile
‘north of Conway. i b

Thirty-6ne leases have been filed at
the clerk’s office and they cover over
one-half of the land within the rec-
tangle, if was said. All the land lies
in township 6 north, ranges 12, 13 and
14 west. Practically all the leases have
been bought by M. McKay and Wil-
llam B. Vance, agents of the company. |
Mr. McKay, who formerly was em-
ployed by the Magnolla Company at

Magnole Comi Tesine IHEN
5-11-29 |

€l Dorado, has moved to Conway and |
s directing the leasing. Zk N

%Wm::ﬂkm County Has

S ‘Been Abandoned.

Spectal to the Gazette, ® -30/ %
Conway, Aug. 29.—The Stermér test

well for oil and gas, located eight miles
South of Conway, has been abandoned,
it was learned today from authoriat e
sources. Whether a new well will be

As soon as the line from Little Rock
to Conway is completed, construction
work will be continued on to Clarks-
ville, and probably will be completed by
December 15.

1,000 Workmen Employed on
| Gas Line to Conway.

G-t PG
Special to the Gazette.

Conway, Sept. 18.—More than 1,000
men are at work in construction of a
10-inch gas supply line between Little
Rock and Conway and, with eight miles
of the big mains welded and put into
the ground in the first five days of
{ pipe laying work, representatives of the
Public Utilities Corporation of Arkan-
sas today expressed confidence that
gas would be available to Conway by
|October 1.

GAS SUPPLY LINE
' REAGHES CONWAY

Burning Flare Signals Com-
pletion of Piping From
Little Rock.

7—' go ».gg

Special to the Gazette.

Conway, Sept‘.z&[—.\ burning flare of
natural gas on a lot near Prairie street,
early tonight, signaled completion the
pipe line from Little Rock to Conway
and compliance with the terms of the
franchise granted by the city to the
Public Utilities Corporation, of Arkan-
sas, which provided that natural gas
must be available to consumers here by
October 1, John W. Lee of the cor-
poration said this afternoon.

Early this afternoon gas in the main
-10-inch supply had reached the junc-
tion point three miles west of the city,
where a six-inch line carried it to the
distribution system in the city. Dur-
ing the afternoon a crew began “bleed-
ing”  the distribution pipes of air sc
that the gas could circulate within
them. Y

In an advertisement in a local paper
today, the Public Utilities Corporation
announced ‘that 1t will be ready to
begin service to consumers on Monday,
October 1. A big rush of piping houses,
installing appliances, and making con-
nections is expected.

-~ -

_| went down 160 feet, an average of 40

: Hector, Pope county, Monday

started will depend upon act!op by
munority stockholders, it was said.

Drilling on the well has been in
progress for more than three years by
the Gold Creek Oil and Gas Company
and it is estimated that more than
8100,000 was expended on the project.
Dr. D. L. Bower of Little Rock has
been in active charge of drilling. E. B.
Edmonds of California, president of
the company and who is said to have
advanced most of the funds, has re-
turned to his home. Before his de-
parture he left word that if the minor-
ity stockholders would contribute their
proportionate share he would start a
new well on the same location. The
company has leased 14,000 acres.

The Magnolia Petroleum Company
has begun taking oil and gas leases
in all sections of Falukner county
south of the Vilonia highway. The
Magnolia is the first of the several big
0il concerns leasing lands in Faulkner
county to buy leases in the southern
part of the county since the Gold
Creek concern blocked the acreage,

Second Test Well on Stermer
Tract Near Conway Planned.

§Upecial to the Gazette. 7 h/;z g

Conway, Sept. 19.—A second ’
well for oil or gas on the Stermer

- land eight miles south of Conway will

be started soon at a location about
1,000 feet southeast of the well which
was abandoned after being drilled for
more than two years, Dr. D. L. Bower
lof Little Rock, vice president of the
Gold Creek Oil and Gas Company, said
here today. Dr. Bower, who is recover-
ing from an illness, came here to ar-
range with B. F. Stermer to lay out the
new location, which will be made tow
morrow. The old derrick will be torn
down and a new one erected. He said
he hoped to spud in the new well
within two weeks. The first well was.
drilled to a depth of about 3,400 feet.
and showing of oil and gas encount

at various de

bl 5o
|Cosden Oil Test Near Rosebua
: 925 Feet Deep. -

BN

Bpecial to the Gazette. g :
Conway, Jan. 18. — The Cosden Oil
Company’s test well near Rosebud had
reached a depth of 925 feet Wednesday
{and was drilling in black and blue|
|shale at that level, it was said i} the
'semiweekly drilling report by M. J.
Munn, geologist in charge of the com-
pany’s operations in Arkansas. From
January 12 to 15 inclusive, the ;

fect a day. Breaking of the pin from
the top of the drill stem stopped drill«
ing at the savie company's well

| well had reached a depth of 2,275 @
| the fishing job was still in 1

4%
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